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Chronicle of Events 


Juljr 1927. 

I July '*ir NAgfMir Ooingiw Coienilttee wa$iit6»d Amt Aet Sfttjtgmhe In tlew el 

Mehetne GMHlbi’a bpioioii tbil ia emed Betjegrehe eennot brtek Ihe 
AmtAot. 

CoDtiniuiilb& of tb« dtbettt on tbe Indie OIBoe BaUmetet In the Oeemone 
— Seri WiDtertoD on Bcforma, 

Blow to iesttie Indnatrgr in viaw of Indie OoTernmenl*a deelaion igninil 
protcotfon-^mUa oloaed in Bombej. 

t Jn^ da Tbe Non-Biebmin. Confcderetton el Coiaabetore oommenoad Ua Bandon 
nndei tbe praaidenoy ojl Bemn Behedor Enroeraeemi Boddier^-Fenid 
leaolniion on ibe aeeond dejr ellowlng anoh non-Brebmina to Join the 
Congreaa ea deaired to df> aa 

8 Jnlj do. All-Indie Sbedi Esbibiiloa oMnad bj llebetme Oendht et Bengelofe-- 
Tbe Mebetme*# effort to oreete kbedi etnMMphere in Myaor* diete. 

Bariona oonmnnel riou in ▼illegca in Nedie DiairiOti Bengal eriaing oil 
of eow-killingeaeeeqnai to prfeebing bj e nooletl. 

8 Jaly da Pdnieb Hoalani Iieegne peinad raaolntioa oondemning the Jadgaaent of 
Mr Jnatioe Delip Singb in the *Bett|j^le Beanr Oeae which proalded oo»* 
plate immnnitj to aenrrilona wriNrra etteeklng reirered fOnndeia of lellglon 
— Pramnlgetion of new4ew nrged. 

8 Jnlj da lenae aitoetion in Lahore folloiliiig ** Benglle Reanl ** end ** Biaeln 
Yertmen** Oeaea— proaainant Sbileletiota eneated for diaobeying aeglaterinl 
order probibiiing meetinga. 

Oembling under offieiel enapioaa to reiae fnnda for the Barme Unitanitj 
aeverely condemned end criticiaed in tbe Bnme Oonncil. 

7 July da Beraae Council— Motion for ebolition of the Gepitetton end Tbelbnaacde 

tezea loat 

8 Jelj da Penjab Qo? ernor refoM to reeelte n Mnelim dapntetion wheat repraae m * 

tetion bed e eloaa reTerenoe to tbe etteeka aaede <»u the High Ooert Jndgaa 
Berme Conneii— Son-Dfioiel laatintien for eombeting oormption In Jndl* 
cieiy cerried. 

9 8n|y da Berd. Otteine*a nenttoto condenminf the Britlab policy of tbe oapeintion 

of Beraae from Indie end eppeeBbg ta tbe peo^oC Indie not to glee 
eoontenenoe to oneb leoveineat. 

Leboer unreal end atrlbe in Bontbatn Indie— promt interfintiOB end 
cetUeaBent nigad in « Medina Lebbermaeflng, 

to July da Daetb in London of Hr Lele Mangeviam, e member of tbe Agrlenllninl 
Ccmmiaaicn end egaeel'pbllentbfopiat of Ibo Penjea 

II Jnly da Menlene Mebomed All in e autea^bl Cirllelee depfeeeted tbe mealim aglCn* 

lion demending Mr. Joatioe Debp Blngb*a reaigiBetioa 

Baaeoe of Minor Qirla— llote>perty minting in Geleette prealdad Ofir by 

Oooemor-^M8yor*a eppeel for fenda lor tbe prorlaion end endowmini li 

bcoae for tlie ictedoed^ndnor .giila-p^lleyer edoocetea pnblio wUptlng lar 

miaefaeola 

;b^ 

- ^ wBUe e Meknkreaa- p ^ h h i al Bn IM' paoteeding-^eriew ordm iaaned end 
; «<miMtevy ptetaB it pit i ed Cn a nei tim wean meettma 8 killed^ 9 fteluiadi 
HindMdfaHedJUMl. lkinieiodmad klUeil«*-Blaewbeie MobMinm 

p eta rd off paooefet^r;i;!j v' ’ < - 

Iff Jady dte MMbOw^ dkMiliMi hi witb the miailten 

r . V njnhaTkrtff BtmM Vtrt i b B innif i ii eiii ly of India 
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14 Joly *t7 Offlefal eommiiDiqBci from 6!mlft tononneed ib€ appoiAtmmit of » •peoiAl 

eonmlHfoB of onqairj bp Hit MoJettj'o Governiocnt to esquire loto the 
pofitioD of Indiess Is Kesya and Bait Africa^ 

CoDgren and fMiMisg reiolatlon of noB-ajoerptanoe of olBoe. 

15 Jolj do. PoB]ab Klillafbt Gonmlttee Ib a meeting pamed Indignant reiolntlOB 

againit the Baagila Bainl Jndgment and deminded removal of Jmtioe 
Dalip 8lngb--B|Kilbl|^n| wem f% i iimed lo moilem mcetlngi at Delhi, 
Bombaj and Rangoon to the nme effttt. 

14 Jnl7 do 


14 Jplp ChfiifleMO MUllfpt rConfemwBifti held At IfadniABtaham preilded over bj 
Mr. 0 K. Chetti. 

5t jSmif dOb Big pnbMb meithig at Boono under Mr J, 6 Rarhiidlkar to open an 
mtenilve Bwadeihl and Bhj^oift eamgaign in Habaraihtra 
tl J«iy do Mnt Beket) OOmkaiuee 'meeilng otf the Reier4e Bank BUI ^l4lkmed ite 
«IUiiigiaiDaloncia«^h«5pO|hilal^pArt4*iiOlieiD«nB tKeoonitItn ion of the 
dliMUKra|Nir)eAtha.BaBlr OommitlOe by a meiority of one vote. 

Bengal Borital fiobooli pabHibed in Oaioelta— object of the bill li 
toepftpe]ne/inevUt%^aiief lof magfitratea to deMia 'adotmoent 4ffendera 
in eooh Schopli |^teMlofeenteBolBgtbeniln.theciidlDarj way tolmprl- 

Ponjah lQgB|»Ui--4|ipUim foi^tba releaaa of politloal prfioneri rejected. 
|{eooi;kl lobqjlfjfgdr Ind^ei^juil moilem kadem to the Rengal Oofiimor 
prayipg for pq ppenipnqnlrfjntp ^e JB^nlfcaU inoident« 
ip jQly dP)> Pnnjab ^qatU mowlmni eepMoeatint Bikh, Mladn and Mnellm comma- 
nltleelieaedmanifeatnoandrainiag the riotf, aawalts and mnrden pre- 
failing ip the prpyinpc, 

91 <Jnly do. Jhe Wlmlomt Beanii atoMon opened at Bombay fay H E the Viceroy. 

Fifth Railway PasiengerB* Oonfeetace held at Modraa under Dr. T7. Bama 

Bon. 

Panjak MwUm iOonncIl Membam andet JSoa. Malik Feros Khan Noon 
Imaed mapiketo thoroughly dupppreving the jomMti^'iUe fopfiqe 
54 July do. Oontinaoai downpoa* of torrential ram anprenedented within living 
memory pommenoed from thlt day and om^lnpedfhr a we^ la lAbmeda- 
had cagflnff djblooation In Railway tisM|ea^ I)ar9p adjoinlag villagea 
— Sevrjral tfioipp/^ hpama ooUapead yeqdf rASg 40 tMo^nd bomelaw. 

56 Jaly do. Firit Benlon of tlie Madrai Piovineiat lAhonir Conference nnder tba 

aniplom of the Xrade Union mofem^pt with the Oibjeo^ ,of ^mvlag the 
pib;rilioial pom^^&ea held, at l^d;aa prmided om ^ Mr. R M. Joibl. 

57 Jaly do. Bombay Connell— the Bandiay Uniaeraily MiM gaveed the flrit reading 

jt . «adpafaritdtaAMkQtomnaNttee..j ^ a ' 

InaagaratlonaljMi AlHndiacaiDpaigaapn4laBihhfy»ameeilBg nnder Mn. 

, . Rpldp r Bmpwl fit ;«Mjpoap pmuhati’ . 

56 Jnly do. Polioi ?alir In mtiiipaper mflate JaCaieatl*6ndiBtoibay— litemtnrei on 
Ohim ft&d OsmBBiiim leiaad. 
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Oottaoll woited 
ot tlM 
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d A«K. do. "«<^i8aU tartaan** Cd>e>=^(rdtttiOmi iiroteofctod bi Ihlt day by the Uhoto 
BigV^ottVt iBdhTk(^1ioty«to- i li a i A e d 4o ftgoiitoiAiirliMimoBik t*' 
TheC, P and BMr IMrMi41 SiadoSKWmCoiilo^ bold at Nagpnr 
ntWNr BloBajabanm Kbir^loMed fos ndor^o tl i fnoipn ai|d:papMii^^iit 
SlMtk>tfat^ H 

BlMSoeffvo lieotlttf of tba BiiidA M ahH i W ia alDoi vfdor dayo* doliberationf 
otiUim olDMd^doebi ^^aiiod ooitjinawtkiif tho pnblloatioD of 

oomnimal Uterataret. « « 

CblOkUa'aHeiO-WoiriiipiiittaraiNEMwl diw^ miaif^r/ mooting of Sir 
Bnrendia Nath Banerjee andea B^a C. Q. Obofo, 
d Atg, dd. AiiiilHit ftfoetfBf of tho filiafohokiort ai .tba liP|«tial jpankipf liidia Hi 
^ Oaloottn tooomidLr ihdr pooHte intb fOfoooBMi torthe oreatfim of a Be- 

Thu Sliver Jnbiiee^ the reign o|t S IKpHonijo of tiyoodt^ialflAratad 

viteh ttnbpnndod loyalty, and devotion by ^ oBlt}edp{>ail over the State. 

9 Apg. do. London Indiano* mdienantprotoBl agalnit a bPoA oalled ^'Mother India** 
voflUehtgrahoMioeKatlierin Mayo^as Amerloan tenriet which indniged 
m wbolfoale and indibonmmate vihhoation of Ipdiaa eivilieatioii and 
InduMA character— The boolt wa* hM at propagaafllat work tp difjpredlt 
iadia«J0 view of the fortbaomtpg jStajtnbqr Cwedfil^iB. 

FeO|U6*e Party in the Bnrma Ooaaml ieeaed maaifce t o nrging enquiry into 
the Betttta Bi'foraie 

Beorrilone attack on Indian eKonianboeif hy He. Pllober in a newe-artiele 
itf thh *Vttteee«ati** of Oalentta^Defamatfon ^rgep bcoaght agaigiit tho 
Editor of the paper lubseqaently ended 'in the ioqttittal of the aconaed. 

13 Aeg dn Second Senion of the Ali-lndia Pram Baploynei* Conference held at 

Calootta under the presidency of Hon. S Mobd. Padeba Sahib. 

14 Aug. do. Coimbatore Diatriot Non-Brahmin Conference held at Timppnr ondeff the 

presidency of Sir H C T Mnthiab Cbettiar. 

Adjourned Heeling of the Bengal Mnslim League Council bold at Calcutta 
under far Ab$ir Balnm pahifji impprianf fhsolntiont 
yehemfnt protest againyt the inhonan and brutal atrocltiee Inr frontier 
Ittnerim rribe^etr over the fifcufh MihMtiuis of ehh PiHntier ymSed In 


IS Attin. do. 
13 Aug. 


do. 


15 Aug. dp. 


^ ^ a etimsMt publlanwetmg lu C4UoaUSOndef Uu B.dl. Bnl *p y 
17 Aug. do. Dr. Ansan's remarkable ctatenRSittoihepfOfA 5d theeveof htodeetion 
• i qdqhe^fhvitflei]mhtpp<tlleOoagre%niMHiMf»tliopoaqy^teied tayOoa- 
OffiMsad in. tho ^miaiaeee^ and adecCaUag dimet actioa aa wee dona 
in tbr Non-eo-operatiou days. j , r • 

toiiiistoae tUttJ swike conHaaad itft Mtiiwhen lahenr leadeii weio 


it 


1 Aag it. Opm% yt ilmii^P UifkMliiVat mil t- tk m im k'im hte mMimi plwM 
lor Oonmuiial Unity. f 4 

Mi, f*°"^'‘>****'*'l*"*'¥ <¥ m^Wt*!*^** Sm-UQ ft Mrt. 





It « m (^nmnumaRn [ Mw i m f ii 

. t&df^ te womt look pUm atOomOlt 

.^iobeiilos was pMrtiit' I9 a mdiiui 

il ilag, doii Kbiiaflil doBfaima in OalMUii pniM^d of«r ^ ^ Voal. Hilmmedl All 
Uffayl matsal tolmtioii iMtwaeii Hladu gild XbilbiM i«ggrdliif nligioai 
gNitU^A^.worktetlM MoUtwlMid. 

t$ Aog do. Ami Aet Siijggralig la. Kggfmr Icadteg to g olaab wllli tiM police who 
. . werg lajaifd-— IS egmi end 4 lodj Sgtyggrghki grroirted. 

Opfniag of the Beaggl Iiegfalgtife Oonaoil ta Ogleatta— The Ckiienior la 
hie gddfeie feettroMd the poliej ootlloed in the Aeeemhlj hy Sir A. 
ModdlnHUi reggidlDg the Beaggl detenoa— XhviiiS'lSterpeUgtioBi Kteietete 

ImUed pa the qnemoa of the oenditioa of l^tenng, 

Si Aog. do. T& Bill to emend the Indiea Penel bode ead the Orinriail Pfooednia 
. . Code to penallee ineait,to veligioo introdnoed in the Aeeevldy. 

SS Aagt det The Beofgl Oonaefl--Tbe Swiigjiet motion of ^'Ho-ooafldeBOe** fa the 
Miaiatereogrried-->Tbe Ifinietem reeIgBed. 

f 7 Ang; dh. The Pmraoa^lfltter Bnqaliy Committee report late the gllegetloae of the 
Bnropeen Aeeooigiioa regeidiag the politicgl getifitiee of the T. M. C. A. 
pnbittheiU-The Committee fonad no eTidenee ia eapport of the glleggtioiii. 
Pelioe raid ia Bowiab— Bmah«Mle, exploefvee and refoleero ieiied«-thiaa. 

Somhay BoB'Siahmia CoaleftaoB p ama d eoadSttonal entry of Hon* 
Brahmina in the Oeagreaa 

SS Aag;, ' lAi Uacqaifoeal oondemaatioa la all parti of India ef the miaa and eolgar 
Atlaak on Indten womaahood hy Him Mayo ia her book '‘Mother India*'. 
tS Aag. dp. lerloaa oemmnaal riot in Bareilly— Heaty cae n a ltiee PromiaBBt pereona 
madh nnaial oonetaiblee. 

The Yieeroy'e Addreee to the Joint S em i o a ef the Conaeil of State aad the 
Tagiilatin Aawmbly at iMmla 

Motion for ooneideiatioa of Uie Beoem Bank Bill made by Sir B. Blackett 

ta tho Areembly* 

iff Aa^ do. Cottoa Tara BBl fmpeeiiig duty on one and half aaaat per pooad aa 
fmportcd yarn p amed by tba Selrot Co m m i ttee at Btaala. 

^ Membme of tbe Unity Ceaferenoe at Simla iieaad Maaiteeto appealing 
to all eommofittiei to maintaia aalm atmaepheia ae a BMiuia to bring 
aboat laeting aaity between all eornmoaitieiii 

SI ' Ang. do. An-Iadia Swadeihi aad ladaitrial Bzbibitieo opened at Poona by tbe Hoa. 
Mr. Barilal Deeai. 


September 1927. 


a. etri, w . dim.« tb. tmuM Btjiic tm 

t 8e^ dbJ Bebar Ooaaoil— Ko-matidraee reeolatioB agalaet Miv Q. D. Singh, Miaieler 
- defeated by 17 fotea. . 

- BoyA > diA swiaaa a^^ at Magyar arWag aat of a madea^ pcooeicioa el 

SOSO peoplea moleettog a Hiada paaearby— tbeea were heaey aaaaaltiea— 
\ Mttifiuly paraded Iba atiealA 

^ MosMar pablio maetlag b^ la OaMla midor Mr. J. M. Sea Oapla to 

p roea e i agidaet Miie Maye^iaad Mr. PilOhar^ aMk on tadiaa wamaa- 
- asniqiHlilg tbom f mmm home aad.pnaMtalee abroad.** . 

' At a geaOrai mttting of ibt fl ff*fp 4|y f eiag IiMmo 

waa aleotad Pmldeat by a 

laifimalori^ .. ■■■'■• * 

vUii 1 ;... .. ..i» i i ii!hn th . «i; jtoiw oe; wwmI ■ twewi. «iitt4 



' anmncLs OF BVBHTs t| 

T ii||^ ' W ThtUaity CmIimm mtelUig ftl Blmla appointed OomiUit lo pvepfttt 
MMHa for the CWOrenee. 

The Hotll Btatne Betjagnba in lUdiai^Totniiteen after oonvonatkm wHIi 
VahatM Qandbt deeided toooatiaoe the etraggle In a nfm«TMeat •pfrii, 
Repfeaenlathre Depntatfon nnder Bir P. Thaknrdaa waited on the Yioetpj 
to oonneotton with the Baet Alrloaa eitoatlen. 

$ Bept dOi Bir Baall Blaekett’e eorprlidag annoanoevent to the aieemhlp poetponing 
the Beaeree Bank Bill owing to the failure of agreement on the qaeetion 
of direotoiate— Oongreae Party memhere walked ont in proteet. 

Inangnral meeting of the Am Clnb of India held at Simla under the 
preeidenoy of Bir Victor Saeeoon. 

B Sept. dOi Mr. 0. B. Oatk portrait nneeiled to the lladraa Mahaian Sabha by 
K aha tm a Qandhi— the Mahatma in paying tribnte diaeonreed on politioa 
and apiritoality. 

The 7. M. 0. A. A Politfoi— In riew of the Peanon-Mitter Committee 
Beport the Ooanoil of the Baropean Aiaoeiation in a meeting in Calootta 
did not ooaeider that there wae anffioent reason for calling a meeting of 
the Aaaooiation to modify or reeeind ita reaolntion of the 18th Febrnary. 

10 Bept» do. Lala Lajpat Bai*s foroefol appeal in an Untooehability Oontarenoe held in 

Simla to oaat away the horriMe practice. 

Commniial Biot In Sholnper— 5 nlled, lOO injnred* 

11 Bept. do. Hindn-Moalim fraoaa at Ahmedabad ariaing ont of a parly of moalema 

coming in conflict with eong and religiooa diaoonrie In a temple adjoining 
a moaqne during prayer time. 

18 Sept. do. The Kharagpnr Labonr eriaia— Deelaration of lock-oet by the B. N. By. 

anthoritiea in their workahope— ten thooaand men aileoted . 
li Sept do. The Koran deoeoration Oaae of Bylhet — Assam Ooonoll passed reaolntion 
demanding diamiatal of the polioe offloer who committed the act 

15 Bept. do. Mahatma Qandhi in an article in Tonng India ** oharacterieed Mim. 

Mayo*a B|ook ** Mother India** aa a ** Drain Inspector’s Beport**. 

16 Bept. do. The Unity Committee at Simla held sittings till 88nd when It broke op 

owing to no oonoloaiona haring been reached on cow and mnsie qneationo 
— dirergent statements of the Secretaries and the Moalim Members isaned 
inbaeqnently. 

The Bill to penalise inaolt to religion passed in the Assembly. 

17 Bept. do. A representatire depotation waitM on the Viceroy at Simla in connection 

with the Feetham Beport which recommended drastic onrtailment of Indian 
representation in Mnnicipal Connoil in East Africa. 

18 Bept. do. Big pnblio meeting at Madras demanding the remoral of the Neill Btatne 

from pnblio riew and qrmpatbiaing with the Batyagraha morement. 

88 Bept, do. The Unity Conference at Simla broke np on its failnre to arrire at a 
concordant on the qneation of oow-slanghter and moaio before moeqae. 

84 Bept do. BAmnad District Conference held nnder the presidency ef Mr. Batyamnrti 
urged oommnnal unity and abolition of separate aleetoiatee. 

86 Bept, do. Maslim Members* statement isaned on the failnre of the Unity Conferenoe 
at Simla, 

88 Bept. do. Attack on the Bamlila prooemion by Kabuli Mahemedans at Debra Don 
—8 dead and 26 wounded— peace nctored after enrfew order ismoed by 
the Dietrioi Magistrate. 


October 1927. 

1 Cel. *87 Bleventh Session of the Nadars’ Proftoeial Conferenoe held at Knmbako* 
aam nnder the preaideney of B. K. Shanmogbam Ohettiar. 

8 Oek do. Owing to the tenae eommnnai feeling prerailing to Punjab maare 
meeting of Htndna, Mnslims and Sikhs was held at Ambala nador Mr. 
Manilal Kothari who appealed to all to settle down to the normal relations 
of pcioe and harmony and thns help attainment of 8waoa|. 
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6 QeU ’^7 Khftimgpiir Jaboor strike oo&tinaed— Qofernaent statesMiit imm t A 

holding the fetrenobment poliejr of the Baiiway aothoritiea. 

No-taz in Bardoli— the agHciiltoristf at a meeting at i'nni lesolfed not 
to fmj ibe enhanord sevenue assessment. 

7 Oet. do. The Laboor Conlerenoe at Blackpool passed resolutions adtocaifiig eelf- 

determination lor india and nrging release of Bengal Detenu. 

10 Dot. do. Special ^pssioa eC the Kathiawar Political Confetenoe held at Bajkot to 
protest agaiut the outoms cordon of the States, 
so Dot. do. Mammoth meetings keld in Calcotto and Howrah to oelebtate the Detenu* 
dajr- 

to Oet. de« The foaith annlfersary of ** Forward**, the SwarajkO organ lonndad hf 
Desbhaadbn Das, celebrated with great enthnsiasm in Caientta. 

17 Oot. do. Bcpnseniafive gslberjng in the Unitj Conference held In Oaloatta on this 

and the nekt daj— resolutions on religions conrersiou and mngip before 
aM)eqne and the cow question accepted hj both the commnsitica. 

18 Oet, do. Important session of the All-lndis Congress Committee held on this and 

the nest two days— The Unitj Conference resolntion and the polkgr of 
the lladims Swarajists disonssed— Dr. Du Qnpta*s resolution on religions 
oourersion adopted. 

The U. P. Chriatiaa Cantenacc held at Allahabad under the prrsidenoj 
of Mr. J. M. Dravid passed resolution among others condemning the com- 

el ect orate^ 

Special session of the All-India Bailwaymen*s Conference held at Kharag- 
pur under Mr. V. V. Girl who deplored the retrenohment in the railwaja 
and threatened ge neral etrike unleee retrenchment is abandoned. 

19 Oct. do. Seoond Day of the A. 1. 0. C. Seeeion in Calcntta— Besolntiou on oow 

and mule and the Bengal Detenos paseed. 

The U. P. Connoil— The Naik Girls* Protection Bill reoeifed a hearty 
weieome from all qtiartes of the bouse. 

80 Oct. do. The National Council of Y. M. C. A. in a atatement issned from Caleutta 

repndiated the aocniation that the aesociation were developing on poiittoal 
linoe and re-aiBrnied its iwlicy eschewing polilioe from its programme. 

81 Oot. do. The interview of tfao Viceroy with prominent leaders invited by him 

oommenoed from this dey at Delhi. 

November 1927. 

1 Nov. T7 Poliee Raid in Calcutta and Dacca— A number of bouses searehed— revolu- 
tionary conspiracy soepected. 

U. P. Council— BesoJution to remove 8ez*disqoalifioation for women in 
regard to Election and nomination to the Connoil adopted nnanimouly. 

4 Nov. do. The All-India Aryan Congress held at Delhi under the presidency of Lain 
Ehnsraj. 

The U. P. Council— an interesting reeolution, uking Government to 
accept the convention that in matters ooncerning tranefened depart- 
menie the official members should abstain from voting, defeated. 

8 Nov. do. The V(cecpy*i announcement on the Beforme Commiselon annoonoed in 

New Delfl— An all Britieb pmsonnel, the Central and Provtnoial Legisla- 
ture to be consuitiug bodiei.—A]]-India proteet voiced against the eseln- 
sion of Indiaos from the personnel of the Commiesion. 

Home of Lords passed the let reading of the Stotntorj Commission Bill 
Amending 8* etton 84 of the Government of India Aet. 

10 Nov. do. Congress President leaned etatement appealing for the oomt^ote boyootl 
of the Statutory Oommimion. 

18 Nov. do. Andhra Provincial Coaferenoe held at Auntapur nndor Mr. D. Naraynaa 
Reau-^rriiig Appwls made on resolntiou on Neill Stalno Satjaginlui 
and Boyal Oommimion. 

14 Nov. do. Abdul Bsuhid, the murdefur «l 8. Shradbananda hanged «t Delhi— hags 
muslim orowd urrled the body in « riotous prooemion In which 48 Hindu 
were allcfed to have been la}«ied. 



iio«nam%7j CHRONICLE OF EVENtS 1$ 

IS Kwk, ;•«» liOrdipMMd the Second BewUng ol Uie Indten Statotorx Oma- 

iBtetfcm Bill. j 

lAtoar l%itj in n Conference with Lord Birkenhctd pre«ed for nn 
nmninoe on the floor of Porhament of the folleit eo-operation and eon- 
anitatinn betwei'n the Statutory Coromiation and the Committee of Indian 
Legielatnres. 

Ifl Not. do, Prorincial Minieters* Conference held at' New Delhi under Mr. Jamei 
Crerar to consider questions in connection with the rc-organisation of the 
ProTincial Sot Tices on the Tiansferred s^d«^ 

All Party Conference in Bombay under Sir 0, SetalTad protested asainst 
the exclusion « f Indians from the Statutory Commission and urged ite boy- 
oott— Similar protest meeting held in Calcutta under Sir Abdur Rahim. 
AJMndia Laders* statement issued from Bombay urgeti boycott of the 
Commission unless a Commission on which the British and Indian states- 
men will sit on equal terms is set up. 

17 Not, do. The House of Lnrtls passed the Third Resding of the Indian Statutory Com- 
mission Bill. 

19 Not. do. IndepeO'ient Lahour party at a meeting in London passed resolution strongly 

protesting against the esclnsion of Indians from tlie Commission. 

Monster Meeting in Bombay under Sir Dinshaw Petit urged boycott of 
the Commission— Similar meeting at Madias umler Dr. U, Kama Ran 
called for the complete boycott of the Commission, 

20 Not. do. Pt. Mati.'al Nrhru on behalf of the Cnngn'ss asked Ur. Lansbnry, the 

Labour Tieader, to withdraw labour memlv>rs from the Commission and 
desist from all efforts at compromise. ''Nothing short of Full Responsible 
OoTernment will satisfy the Congress.'* 

Punjab Musim L<*agne’s resolution disapproving the boycott of the Com- 
roiseion resented by the local Khilafat Committee. 

Maharashtra ProT, CongriHis Committee htdd at Pen under Mr. L« B. 
Bbopatkar urged boycott of the Commission among other resolutions. 

The Council of the All-India Muslim League held at Delhi decided to hold 
the next session at Lahore. 

tt Not. do. The Bihar Khilafat Conference, the U. P. Liberal Association and the 
Bombay Non-Brahmin Party, all passed resolotions faTouring complete 
boycott of the Parliamentary Commission. 

fiemd Reading of the Rt'form Bill in the Commons pissed— Mr. Saklat- 
Tala's rejection motion defeated. 

Ail Party meeting at Lucknow under Fir Tej Bahadur Sapru urged boy- 
cott of the Commission. 

2S Not. do. In the Committee BUge of the Statntory Commission Bill Mr. SaklatTala's 
Ameniiment proTiding that the Commission be not appointed nntil the 
Assembly approTed the appointmimt negatised owing to Labonr's obs- 
troetlTP tactics. 

The Statutory Commission Bill passed the Third Rearling in the Commone 
and the Royal Assent gisen. 

24 Not, do. Personnel of the Indian Statotory Commissidn— Lord Birkenhead's state- 

ment in the Lords approTed Nm Cnr-> Labour not to withdraw Oom- 
mistlpnerg. 

Parliamenury Labour Party under Mr. Maedonak! decided not to with- 
draw labour members from the Commission if equal powers were giren 
to tbe Committee of the Indian Legislatoree. 

Pt. Nehru's letter to all members of tbe Labour Pnrty expreming snrpriee 
at the Labour official co-operation describing it as an "insult to India." 

25 Not, do. The Bnropean Aesoeiation at ite Annual Meeting in Caicntta opined that 

the Pnrliamentary Commission was likely to do more lorTioe to India than 
a mixed oommimion. 

Sari Winterton'e statement carried in tbe Commons on tbe appointment of 
the Commission— Mr, Macdonald's apologia for labonr participation— Mr. 
BakJatTala's nmendment to infite Ft. Matilal Nehrn to theBaroftfao 
Hoorn negatlTsd. 

U. P. Politloai Conbrenee bold nt Aligarb tAder tiio greeidonoj of Mr. 
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16 Kof. *17 The Alt Indk Trtde Union Oongn^n held nt Onwnpora nndtr Oemi 
Obnunnlnl— Motion for Lnhonr Bnqniiy GonnnlMion poMod* 

80 Kof. do. At a meeting of Moelemi held at Oawnpore Mr. Haimt Mobanl mofod a 
feioltttion urging the leUlement of the lloilem elaim •• a condition preoe- 
dent to the Boycott of the Commisiion. 

Indian and Xoropean Cbamberi* joint repreientation to tbo Burma 
Goremment urging abolition of the Capitation Tan. 


December 1927. 

1 Dee. *87 Boyoott Committee inangnrated by Dr. Mri. Bennt— the Committee to 
keep boydoit on right lineo bat to eiebew oifil dioobedienoe and eimilar 
mam moremente. 

H Dee. do. Women*e meeting in Bombay under Mri. Sarojini Naidn urged concerted 
boycott of the Commimion. 

The Britiih Section of the Leagne against Imperialism disapproved labour 
participation in the CommiMion. 

7 Dec. do. A manifeeto issued by prominent Lahore Mnslims stated that an equitable 

adjustment of . interoommunal differences was an essential prerequisite 
of a oommon programme and urged mnslims in particular not to boycott 
the commissiODy tbs doing of which will bring shame and sorow to muslims. 

8 Dec. do. The protracted strike in the B. N. Bailway workshop at Kharagpur 

terminated— Workshops re-opened. 

11 Deo. do. All Party meeting held at Allahabad under the presidency of Pt. Madau 
Mohan Mala? iya to boycott the forthcoming Simon Commimion. 

The Council of the All-India Muslim League held at Delhi decided to 
hold the neat Semlon of the League in Calcutta. 

18 Deo. do. Annual meeting of the Madras Chamber of Commerce heldalMadraa 
under the presidency of Mr. C. S. Wood. 

16 Dec. do. Annual Craferenos of the Buropean Association In Calcutta under Mr. 

C. B. Charters. 

17 Dea do. The States* Bubjeots* Conference held at Bombay onder the pieaideaoy of 

Mr. M. Bamohandia Bao. 

18 Dec. do. Annual meeting of the Associated Cbambeii of Commerce held in Caloatta 

under tbs presidenoy of Mr. Bddis. 

86 Dec. do. Kenya Indian Congress held at Kairobi oondemned tbe icoomnsendalhms 
of tbe Feetham Commimion as well as the administration of the Governor. 

86 Dsci do. Opening of the Indian Kational Congrem at Madias under the preaidcnqj 

of Dr. M. A. Ansai. 

87 Deo. do. The All-India Liberal Federation opend at Bombay under the piesldeney 

of Sir Tej Bahadur Saprn. 

86 Dfc. do. Indian Industrial and Commercial Congvsss bald at Madras under tbe 
prmidenoy Sir Ibrahim Bahimtulla. 

88 Deo. do, Death of Hakim Ajmal KhMi» tbe welUknowh Phyuieiau aad ualionalist 

of Delhi— A. I. C. C. meeting held at Madias after the Congrem sesMon 
passed condolenoe resolution on the death of Hakhu Ajsml Khan. 

80 Dee. do. All4ndia Mualim League held at Oalcutta under the piciideaey of Mr. 
Mohammed Yaknhb 

n. AU>I»U. OhtkUu OmtouM Md U AIUmM ate tto pmUHMqr 

B1 OMk d .1 Anal MtiiM of tto Inlin Oboihw nl Ommam teU at lUdM 
ute te DImmw FMt— Anal Bapwt tor IHT pnmM. 
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REPORTOPTHE 

All-I ndia Congress Committee. 

The following is the annual report for the year 1927 presented by 
the General Secretaries to the AlMndia Congress Committee and sub* 
sequently to the Madras Congress in December 1927. 

“ Article XXIII of the Congress Constitution requires the Secretaries to 
* prepare the report of the work of the AlMudia Congress Committee durir.g 
the year and submit it, with a' full account of the funds which may come 
into their hands, to the All-India Congress Committee at a meeting to be 
held at the place and about the time of the session of the Congress for the 
year*. We have pleasure to submit this report accordingly. 

" Since the last session of the Congress, there have been three meetings 
of the All-India Congress Committee including the one which was held at 
Gauhati immediately after the Cotigross concluded its proceedings. At this 
meeting the Committee> in compliance with the statutory provisions, elected 
members to the Working Committee and to the Klection Disputes Panel. 

" The next meeting was .an important one and had a prolonged session 

S Bombay. The decisions made at this session covered a wide range of 
ibjccts-— from the International Congress against Imperialism and Colonial 
Oppression and for National Independence to domestic matters like the 
C'Ongress Party’s conduct in the Councils—and included the despatch of a 
Medical Mission to China, the framing of a Swaraj Constitution and the 
solution of the vexed question of Uindu-Muslim differences. The Committee 
also placed on record its high appreciation of the meritorious services rendered 
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who represented the Indian National Congress 
at the International Congress which was organised by the League against 
Imperialism, and who by his ardent patriotism and untiring energy secured 
for this country an elevated place in the Councils of the League. 

At the instance of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the Committee resolved at 
the Bombay meeting to recommend to the Congress to give support to the 
League against Imperialism as an associate organisation. 

‘' As regards the Swaraj Constitution, the Committee called upon the 
Working Committee to prepare a draft, based on a Declaration of Rights, 
in consultation with the elected members of the Central and Provincial 
Legislatures and other loaders of political parties. Accordingly, the office 
placed itself in communication with present and past members of Legislatures 
and other prominent persons, a low of whom have sent in some suggestions. 
Drafts are in course of preparation and will, in due course, come up for 
discussion, 

'* The Hindu-Muslim differences and the means that have to be devised 
to establish unity have continued to be the most absorbing subjects before 
the country and the Congress. Since the last Congress which met under 
the shadow of a national calamity owing to the brutal assassination of the 
great Swam! Sbraddbanaiida of revered memory, the tension between the 
two great communities in the land has grown from bad to worse. Murders 
and murderous assaults had blackened the fair name of the motherland and 
3 



ts Au^w^tAcmcKESscomimBX, 

tiM aead lor « prampt nliriion of tbe firoUaa wm impeiUlTa. Tlw jOon* 
uMe^ thanIora« aUiMMd itidf to (&e qneitioD io a i^rit of 
oniuidtj and trae iMMatim. The politiMi htoM {otoIt^ wata daalt 
with 9^ WI8 Bomhfty aeethig on the linei of the propoiali oonteined in the 
lOfNict end nediitiotif of Working Gommitteei and the AlMndie Oon- 
gren Oonmft^ roiannnoiated the principle of redletribntion of Pforinoee 
oh a lingnittie bads and recommendedy as an initial step, tbe applioatioii of 
the principle to Andhrai fiind and Earnatak. The system of oonmianal 
repvmiitalaon was ^finitely discarded andi instead> joint electorates ware 
snbstftatedi dne prorision being made for the protection of minorities by 
way of reserration of seats* 

At this meetihg, as has been mentioned abovOi the condoct of the 
Congress Party in the Madras Legislative Council was also discussed imd 
was I'sferred^ to the Working Committee which was authoriaed to call for 
M explanation from the Party and submit the same for consideration at 
the nejdi meeting of tbe All-India Congress Committee. The resolutions 
adopted by the Working Cpmanttee which met in Bombay immediately after 
the All-India Congress Gommitteei on this particular matter and on the 
general poli(^ to be pursued by Congress Parties in the Legislative Connoils» 
led to a difference of opinion among Congressmen as a result of which a 
requisition signed by over 30 members of the All-India Congress Committee 
calling for a special meeting of the Committee at Calcutta not later thim 
Ae 15th of July was addressed to the President. For various reasonsi 
including^ tbe inconvenience felt by Congressmen engaged in municipal 
elections In Madrasi the sitting of the Madras Legislative Council and the 
illness of tbe President! tbe meeting had to be postponed from time to time 
and could only be held at Calcutta on the 28th of October 

mooting! tbe other points of dispute involved in the Hindu- 
Muilim tensioDy nameb^ Jooial and retigiousi were taken up for consideration* 
And a working compromise was reachedi owing to the co-operation of leaders 
of both the communities from different parts of the country. Prior to tAo 
meeting of the All-India Congress Committeci a Unity Conference had been 
Mnvened by the President at Calcutta on the 26th October. The Con- 
ference sat lor long hours on the 26th and on the following day and idter 
full and frank discussion, was able to arrive at compromise formulae which 
were subsequently adopted with suitable alterations by the All-India Con- 
Committee. It must be mentioned here that some of the leaders were 
obliged to be absent froib the Conference and from the All-India Congress 
Committee. It should also be admitted that the compromise resolutions 
pemed «t Calcutta ^ve inet with adverse criticism in some quarters. Never 
thelessi it may be hoped that the terms of agreement will provide the basia 
on which a ** via media ” ^tween oonfiiotiog points of view can be lud 
down which will help to restore that peace and good-will between the two 
great communities of this ancient land, which is so essential for tht ea^ 
establishment of Swand* 

*'Thns the solution of the outstanding politioal» soeU and religioua pro- 
hiems connected with the Hindu-Muflim differences was eongbt to be arrived 
^^the Jtobay and. Calcutta meetthgi in a spirit of give and take. Some 
Of mdeohioos might not be final ^ maf require fadler examfnalioD aad 
by the Congress ; in iact> the All-India Oongreu Gomasiltee 
WMlf which arrived at tilieee deeishme rebolved io bring up some ol them 
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Moral ttfi naeHng of the All-Indio Oongreai Oommittee tad the Gongran* 
Mid wia lioTe no doabt tl at any altaratfont that lirlll be foand naoaatary to 
improya npon the terma of oompromits and render thorn more aooaptabla to 
all pattfaa aoneoroad will be made at the aoming aaMion. 

*^Tha Bombay meeting of the All-India Oongresa Committaa» aa haa 
bean atatad abnve> raaolvedlu ahow ita lympathyjn a praatiaal way witii the 
people of China who were atroggling for freedomi and aallad npon the All- 
India Board of the Hindoatani Seva Dal to taka all naoeaaary atepa in eon* 
tieetion with the deapatoh of an Ambnlanoe Gor|» to that aonntiy. Bat the 
Britiah bureaucraay Ifi India would not permit eyan thia hamanitarian work 
to be undertaken by or on behalf of the Congraaa» and it employadall 
manned oi dilatory taotioa in dealing with the Dal Preaident Mr. G^wamfa 
aommunioatiooa on the aubjeot. The Congraaa and the Dal have thaa been 
prevented from doing their little aervioe to a aiater nation who* like oura* ia 
fighting for her freedom. 

Another subjeat of importance which waa dealt with by the All-India 
Congreaa Committee at Bombay waa the boycott of Britiah gooda* intended 
aa a measure of practical protest against the continued inearoeration of 
Bengal Detenus. We are sorry to aay that not much headway has been 
made in this direction. It will be remembered that in pursoanoe of the 
resolution of the Special Session of the Congress held In Delhi in I9fi8» 
a report waa submitted by the Sub-Committee to the Congress at Cooanada 
giving a list of the articles that could easily be boycotted immediately. 

“ There haa been also another movement set on foot to compel the 
Government to deal justly with the hundreds of patriots whose liberties hgve 
been trampled under foot under the lawless law of the Bengal Criminad Law 
Amendment Act 1925* and under Regulation III of I 8 I 81 namely the Nagpui 
Satyagraha. It is worthy of note that this movement as well as other move- 
ments like the Madura Arms Act and the Madras Neill Statue Satyagraha 
have been singularly marked by perfect non-violence. 

The All-India Congress Committee* while in session at Bombay, received 
the glad tidings of the release of Syt. Subhas Chandra Bose and rcgoioed at 
his restoration to liberty, to take his place again in the fight for the nation's 
freedom. But there are still a great many more of patriots rotting behind 
the prison walls and otherwise deprived of their liberties. The Committee* 
therefore, appointed a Sub- Committee at Calcutta to devise means for expedi- 
ting the release of the detenus with Syt. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, another 
patriot who had suffered imprisonment, as convener of the Sub-Committee* 
The report of the Sub-Committee will comb up before this meeting and it is 
hoped that the Committee will address itself to this all important questloo 
and resolve npon such a plan of action as will wrest the freedom of the 
fiower of Bengal from an obstinate bureaucracy. 

" The Working Committee, as usual, has been meeting from time to time. 
Besides the meeting at Gauhati which was held immediately after the Coogrees 
the Committee informally met at Calcutta soon after f.«., on the 1 st Jammry* 
Meetings of the Committee were frequently held daring the pendeney of the 
Assembly seesion at Delhi in January* Febraary and Maroh when the Com- 
mittee diseossed mainly the Hindu-Musllm question, the Correney Bill and 
the Chinese sitaation. It subsequently met in Slay last at Bombay and* iw 
has been stated above, went thoroughly into the questions outstanAag 
Mween BijDdas and Musalmans and submp^ its report and draft resolutions 
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to ilia AIMn^ia Congross Committea ander Beiolation IX of tbe Oaubati 
CoDgreu. The report could not be ready by the Slat March as required 
under the Gauhati resolution, in view of the fact that the President had to 
carry on prolonged eonsultations with leading Hindu and Mohammedan 
members of the Assembly and the Council of State in Delhi as well as other 
leaders. 

" The last meeting of the Working Committee was held in Calcutta on the 
28th October, on the eve of the All-India Congress Committee. At this 
meeting the Committee, besides framing draft resolutions for adoption by the 
AU^India Congress Committee on the basis of the Hindu Muslim Unity Con- 
ference dfiseussions, rfsolved to sanction Bs. 600 as a token of its sympathy 
with the people of Orissa in their distress caused by the recent floods in that 
unhappy land 

** Ihe Working Committee, in accordance with the resolution on Hindu- 
Muslim Unity adopted by the AH-Iodia Congress Committee at Calcutta, 
passed by circulation a resolution appointing a Committee representative of 
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs for the purpose of carrying on propaganda along 
the lines indicated in the said resolution of the All-India Congress Committee. 

** The Working Committee also considered the situation created by the 
announcement of the appointment of the Parliamentary Commission and 
adopted the following resolution by circulation : — 

As the Britiib Qovernment has oonstitoted the Statutory Commission in defiance of 
the natioual will and rejected the national demand for a Round Table Conference to settle 
a Swaraj Constitution for India, the Working Committee of the Congress calls upon the 
people of India and appeals to all political parties to abstain from co-operating with ti e 
said Commission either by giving evidence or by voting for or serving on any Select Com- 
mittee connecteil therewith.** 

** The Commission has been universally condemned as a negation of the 
fundamental right of self-determination which is inhierent in every nation. 
The Congress will, no doubt, devise, in consultation with other organisations 
in the country, a concerted plan of action with a view to bend the British 
Government to the nation’s will unanimously expressed through the National 
Congress. 

** Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, the All-India Spinners Asso- 
ciation has, during 1926-27 which is the second year of its existence, made 
general progress ’* which, as the Association’s report says is marked not 
so much in. the increased figures of khadi production and sale although such 
progress is to be found in some of the provirces but rather in the improve- 
ment in the quality of yarn and cloth towards which the efforts of many of 
the organisations in the several provinces were in the main directed during a 
large part of the «year as also in the evolving of disciplined organisations in 
some of the less organised provinces and the bringing of all their centres 
under a proper system of business eflSciency.’’ The returns received at the 
Central office of the Association show that Khaidar of the value of Bs, 23,59,067 
has been produced and the sale-proceeds amount to Bs. 32,52,864 during the 
year under report. Mahatmaji has undertaken, in spite of serious illness, 
tours in Karnatak, Tamil Nadu and Ceylon. It is a matter for especial grati- 
fication to note that his tour throughout these provinces Indudint the States 
of Mysore, Travancore and Cochin has been marked by signal success. The 
warm and spontaneous reception that greeted him everywhere, the generous 
response which was made to his appeal for Ebadi fuikb and the unbounded 
e^usiasm that has been aroused in the hearts of the public lor the cause ot 
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Darijfra ih tbe Ood in tbe ]oir% nnd Iht distranedt give the lie direct 
to thi ielC*eoinpleoent allegation of the memiea of this country that Mahat* 
nudiV inflnenee over the maiBce 1 m diminiihed. In far off Ceylon, all lAe 
oomiuanitiea, iododiog the Burghers, vied wiA one another in according him 
royal reception and giving of their best to the cause of the downtrodden oiid 
the depressed, of which he is tho living embodiment, In a poor country 
like ours, only Mahatma Gandhi could collect spontaneous donations amount- 
bg to Rs. 3 andhaff lakh, during a few months’ tour. 

The Eainalak Boaid of the Hindustani Seva Dal has good work to iti 
credit during th# year under report, having enlisted 6658 Congress members 
and 91 Dal mendmn. 

Reporta of work done in all the provinces having not yet been received 
but so far only Maharashtra, Kamatak, Bebar, Gujarat, C. P. Marathi and 
Bombay havo forwarded them. The Maharashtra P. C. C. states that the 
total number of Congress members in the province is about 2,%00. In the 
Colaba and Bombay Suburban Districts of this province, vigorous efforts 
have been made to carry oii a campaign against the payment of increased 
land assessment. It shoutd be noted here that the President, during his 
extensive tour in Maharashtra in May last, personally studied the movement 
in Alibag for refusing to pay the enhanced land assessment and after con- 
vincing himself of the justice of the movement, gave it every enoouragemeiit. 
Active propaganda work against the drink evil has also been done in these 
districts. In Karnatak 6668 Congress members were enrolled during ^e 
year by the exertions of the Seva Dal mentioned above. The report received 
from four Districts in Bebar shows that 2,220 Congreu members were 
registered in those Districts. In Gujarat only 270 were enlisted during the 
current year as against 651 last year. But this waa due to the fact that 
Gujarat experienced a terrible calamity in the diluge that swept over the 
province. It is gratifying to note, however, that the Provincial Congress 
Committee rose to the occasion and put forth almost superhuman efforts to 
bring relief to the flood-stricken and starving millioiis* Hie people made 
a splendid response to the appeal for funds and a sum of Rs. 6,22,982 
was collected for flood relief. Relief operations are still being carried on. 
Rs. 82,440 were collected and ear-marked for the depressed classes in Gpjarat. 
C. P. Marathi reports only 1664 members for this year as against 3610 of 
last year. 

The Bombay ^lovince has on its rolls 4248 members including 14 who 
have enlisted themselves in the A. I. S. A. 

** We have this year again to advert 'to the unsatisfactory financial posi- 
tion of the All-India Congress Committee, which will be evident from a 
perusal of the audited statement of T. S. F. accounts annexed hereto. We 
must also reiterate the urgenfneed for collecting funds for efficient organiaa- 
tion of Congress work and for the upkeep of the Central Office. As we said 
last year, the amount required for this pui^Me will by no means be large, 
and we earnestly invite the prompt attention of the All-India Congress 
Committee to this vital need of the Congress Seeretariat We suggest in this 
oonnedlcm, that funds should be collected and ear-marked for the purpose 
and 4he support of the public enlisted in this behalf 


Madras, 

^ nB7, 


M. A. ANSARI, 
TALLABHBHAI J. PATEb 
A. BANGASWAMI IXSNGAIb 
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At WoiUag Qeonl Soeiefeiiy of the Ckmgmi diiriiigaa^l^ 
two yetrt wKo wiB be^fiertiog Mi olBoe this year, I may be permitted to 
aey one word at to tbe need lor i^edog the G^noreat Seoretarmt od a penaa*. 
neat footing. The frequent ehan^ In the headquarteri of the A. L 0. 0, 
Office» which the proeent ayetem impoaee» iorolret an amount of expendi- 
ture and dialoeation oi baaineti whieh may well be avoided. I would auggett 
that the office may be pot in ehaige of a permaueot paid Seoretaiy and be 
looaced at acme central place where he ahould carry on the ordinary routioe 
work of the Congreaa organlaation Uirooghout the year, while the General 
Secretariea annually elected would be placed in a position to guide and control 
the office -and carry out the policy and programme laid down by the Congress 
at Its annual aesaioiii aaalso in accordance with the resolutions and directions 
of the AlMndia Coogreas Committee and the Working Committee. 

I would also ooee wgain urge the restoration of the amount of the 
delegation fee of each daleggta to Bs. 10. Its reduction to the nominal 
figure of Re. 1 baa raided and will render the task of Reception Com- 
mittees of the less prosperous provinces difficult and hasardoust and accen- 
tuate the position of dependauee of the A. I. C. C. on the lastly thinning 
balances of the Tilak Swarai Fund, It is also necessary. I think, to restore 
the membership fee of A. I. G. C. members and to give effect to the statutory 
provision contained in Art IX of the Congress Constitution and to ask 
each Provincial Congress Committee to make an annual contribution to the 
oentral fund. 

A. Raogaswami Iyengar.] 


Proceedings of the Calcutta, Meeting. 

The requisition meeting of the All-India Congress Committee oommenced 
at Calcutta in the Albert Hall on the 28th October 1927 . under the presi- 
dency of Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar. President of the Indian National 
Congress. There were present about fifty members of the Congress Committee 
and a similar number of visitors. At the outest. the President explained the 
circumstances under which the holding of the meeting of the All-India 
Congress Committee was adjourned from time to time. The President fur 
ther stated that this meeting was held in pursuance of a requisition eigued by 
several members of the AlMndia Congress Committee. 

Among those who attended the meeting were Maulanas Abul Ealam 
Asad, Mahomed AIL Shaukat All, Pandit Oopebandhu Das. Mr. Tulsi 
Charan Ooswami, Bmlana Abdul Bari, Dr. Bidhan Chaudrii Roy, Mr. A. 
Bangaswami Iyengar, Mr; V. V. Jogiidi, Mr. T. Prakiuiam, Moolana Maho- 
med Shafi, Dr* Biswanath Mookeijee, Babu Bagavan Das of Benares, Pandit 
Nilikantba Dae, Mr. Lalit Mohan Das, Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, Mr. S. 
JmramdiM Daidatram, Dr. Nand Lai, Babu Purshottamdas Bai, Dr. Pratap 
Ohaidra Ouha Boy, Mr. G. F. Aodrawa, Sreemati Urmila Debi, and 
Sreeniati Subbamma DebL 

Congrefs and Madiws Politios. 

Mr. A, Bangaswami Iyengar tbeu read the requisition which stated that 
tha Working Committee instructed fte Congress party in sevend Proviooial 
IiagitlathFes that their duty unde.: daiw (a) of the lesolutian of the Gauhiti 
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Oofi|rr«il WM to fureTant tlie fooetioabig of diafoby m mob wbaroTor potalbla 
•ad did not impoie on tbem to defeat a Blioietry if tbe result of snob an 
action was in tbe jndgment of tbe party likdy to strengthen tbe bnreanoraey 
and was of opinion that it was desirable for the party to oo*operate with each 
other for the purpose of oarrying out the Congress^ policy and (2) that haring 
heard all about the conduct of tbe Congress party in the Madras Council the 
Working Committee was oonrinoed that the party had done nothing consistent 
either with the ultimate object of the Congress, the attainment of Swanj* or 
with the spirit and letter of the Oauhald reiolution, as in its judgment there 
was DO probability of wrecking diaroy in that proyinoe at that time but that 
on the other hand it had done all that lay in its power to prevent .the 
strengthening of diarchy by meant of an alliance with a party whose avowed 
policy was to promote oommunalism and to repress nationalism for the 
purpose of securing office at the bands of the bureaucracy. The Working 
Committee made it dear that in no case should the party in the Council 
resort to such co-operation and (3) to cons'der the desirability of convening 
a special session of the Indian National Congress to consider future policy and 
programme. 

The requisition led to a heated debate. Mr. Viiwanath urged the 
withdrawal of Clause (2).* 

Mr. Rajkumar Chakravarthi said that, in view of the approach of the 
Congress in Madras, consideration of the interpretation of the Gauhati resolu- 
tion should be postponed till tbe next A. I. C. G. at Madras. 

Mr. T. F^kasam suggested thi^ the first part of the resolution be 
formally moved. 

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta said that this was a special meeting convened in 
puTsaanoe of a requisition, so the resolution must either be moved or dropped. 
He proposed that the whole resolution might be dropped. He said that 
having regard to lapse of time, and having regard to what bad happened in 
Madras since tbe notice of this meeting was given it was futile for them now 
to go and consider this question. He reminded the House of their programme 
in the Councils. He fought tooth and nail to oppose any quarter being 
given to any Ministry in any Council and was one of the staunchest Swangists 
in throwing out the Ministry in company with any other party or parties, 
however antagonistic they might be. It was futile for them now to pass a 
resolution of condemnation and he hoped that the consideration of the 
resolution might be postponed. 

Mr. B. G. Horniman wanted to speak and asked the President not to 
allow this matter to be voted upon unless the matter was thoroughly discussed 
The President regretted that it was too late for Mr. Horniman to suggest a 
further disoussioD. 

The resolution of Mr. Sen Gupta was carried. The following is tbe 
text:— 

1 . — Raqulsitioa r# Wg. C. Rssolalioo. 

That the consideration of the mattmr raised in the requisition for this meeting 
re Working Committee’s, resolution on the eonduct of the Congress Party in the 
Madras Legislative Council be dropped 

2. — Bihar and Orissa Flood. 

Mr. Ti^^Prakaaam moved the ioQowing readution 

^ThattiieA. L C. C. condemns the calloosly minimising attitude of dm 
Government of Bihat and Orissa widi regard to the recent dooddtesterin 
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Balaflore and Cuttack districts of Orissa. It warmly congratulates the different 
voluntary societies which have done such splendid service in saving the 
poorest of the poor in the districts from utter privation. It oommends the 
work of the reconstruction on behalf of the distressed families as a national 
work of immediate importance, notifying the fact that the greatest sufferers 
were the families of the depressed classes. It calls the public attention to 
the appeal made by Pandit Gopa Bandbu Das and Mr. C. F. Andrews whose 
service in the cause of the famine-stricken in Orissa it gratefully acknowledges.” 

He said that it was well’koown what Mr. Andrews and Pandit Gopa 
Bandbu Das had done regarding the great distress that had overtaken the 
* province. He hoped that the resolution would command unanimous support* 

Mr. Subash Ghandta Bose seconded the resolution. 

. Pandit Gopa Bandbu Das said that, if anybody visited the flood-stricken 
area, he would not bear the sight of it. Orissa, he said, was a problem in 
Indian politics not only on account of its dismemberment but on account of 
its annual floods. It was for the Indian National Congress to help the 
struggling people of Orissa. 

The resolution was carried. The President announced that the Working 
Committee bad resolved to contribute Rs. 500 towards the Flood Belief Fund. 

3. — Kharagpur Deadlook. 

Mr. T. C. Goswami moved the following resolution 

” That the All tndia Congress Committee expresses their deep sympathy with 
the Kharagpur strikers in their struggle against the grave injustice that had been 
done to a considerable section of the employees of the B. N. Railway and asked 
the whole country to stand by them and help them to vindicate their rights.” 

The resolution was duly seconded. 

The President remarked that, as Government h.id not taken any steps in 
the matter, they could not but sufficiently condemn their action. 

The resolution was carried. 

4.->Pnajah Communal Murdora. 

Dr. Ansari moved the following resolution * 

” This committee expresses its unqualified condemnation of the murderous 
assaults and riots that have recently taken place and appeals to Moslem and 
Hindu leaders to do their utmost to create an atmosphere of non-violence in 
the country.” 

He said that it was absolutely necessary that violence of any kind, and 
specially of murderous assaults on innocent, inoffenstva and harmlnss indi- 
viduals, who were absolutely unprepared, should be condemned ta no un- 
certain terms by allf whether they were Hindus or Mnssalmaoi. Unless 
they had peace in the counti 7 it would bo impossible for ^em to do any work. 

In lecondiog the resolution, Maulana Mahomed AH condemned not only 
the murderous assaults but the organised riots and he did it both as a Con- 
gressman and as a Mussalman. They should condemn violence in no uncertain 
terms. 

Dr. Biswanath Mnkeijee remarked that some practiod steps sbould ba 
taken on behalf of the Congress to obeek sueh things. An empty resolution 
would not help them much. He mnantatned that there wens persons in 
iko Congress who called tbemselves as Hindu and Mahomedan leaders who 
•poke one thiag in the Congress and immedidely after they came out and 
wont to temdas mosques tlmy pieaoiitad sometyqg differontly. 
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Mainhoa Mahomed Ali* iotemipiingi laid : I have eyary right to go on* 
to mosqaei as a Maiialman. 

Dr« Mukeijee: 1 am oot goiog to stand agrimt anybody’s rights to 
speak or preach. 

Manlana Akram Khan : Name the persona 

Dr. Mnkeijee: Read the newspapers. I think the Maulana has no 
cause to take umbrage. 1 have not mentioned him and 1 do not know it has 
hit him. 

The President standing up said that it was with a view to put an end 
to violence of all kind that they had amembled there and Dr. Mukeijoe waa 
right in asking that effective steps should bo taken subject to their approval. 
What they proposed to do was to have a touring committee consisting of 
Hindu and Mussalman leaders to educate the public to condemn violence and 
to bring about an atmosphere of non-violence in the country. 

Dr. Ansarfa moUon was carried. 


5. — Raaolatioo on Religious Coaversions. 

Mr. J. M. Das Oupta then placed before the House a resolution on 
conversions and reconversions adopted by the Unity Conference on the previ- 
out night for ratification. The following is the text : — 

“ The All-India Congress Committee resolves that every individual or grqnp 
is at liberty to convert or reconvert another by argument or persuasion but i no 
individual or group shall attempt to do so, or prevent its being done, by force, 
fraud or other unfair means such as the oiSering of material inducement. Persons 
under eighteen years of age should not be converted unless it be along with 
their parents or guardians. If any person under eighteen years of aee is found 
stranded without his parents or guardian by persons of another faith, he should 
be promptly handed over to persons of his own imth. There must be no secrecy 
as to the person, place, time and manner about any conversion or reconversion 
nor should there be any demonstration of jubilation in support of any conversion. 

** Whenever, any complaint is made in respect of any conversion or reconver- 
sion, that it was effected in secrecy or by force, fraud or other unfair means, or 
whenever any person under eighteen years of age is converted, the matter shall 
be enquired into and decided by arbitrators who shall be appointed by the 
Working Committee either by name or under general regulations”. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali, supporting the resolution, said that he was not 
only a member of a communal society but also of a religious society. If 
anybody wanted , to convert others to Mahomedanism or Hinduism, he was 
welcome to do so but only it should be a fair and square conversion. There- 
fore, in view of what was happening in the country, it was desirable to raise 
the age from 16 to 18. 

Rising on a point of order, Mr. Jairamdas Daulatram of Sind said that 
it was a highly controversial subiect but, as this meeting was oonvened lor 
a special purpose^ this resolution was out of order. 

The President overruled his motion that consideration of this question 
which was^ one of the decisions arrived at by the Unity Conference the 
previous night, be acyourned to another date. 

Mr. T. Prakasam wanted a reasonable time to be given to those members 
of the All-India Congress Committee who were not present. Those who had 
attended the A. l. C. C. did not know that this resolution waa going to be 
taken up. fle took objection on the grounds both of time and place and in 
hia opinion the All-India Congreu Committee should have only diacomad the 
4 
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natter witlioQt arriring at any deoiaioo or should hare adopted a resolotion 
tentatirely for final ratification at another meeting later on. 

In seconding him Mr. Jairamdas Daulatram said that the whole issue was 
that peace should be based on terms which were both fair and workable and 
he belieTcd that the haste with which this draft had bean placed before 
them was not condociTe to a settlement. After alli they wanted to bring 
about peace between Hindns and MussidmanB and the Sikhs in the Pnidab 
and he thought the more behind Congress in this matter ought to be that it 
should be their endeavour to bring these parties together and> after the parties 
had settled their differencesf to register their decision. But the way sogger 
tedi in his opinion, would not bring about peace nor make it lasting and it 
could not be carried into effect in face of the numerous riots and murderous 
assualts made from time to time. He cautioned that they must not preci* 
pitete any decision for, by so doing, they would give a greater handle to the 
reactionaries. The question of music before mosques, he remarked, was part 
and parcel of the agreement. 

The President: There is no question of agreement or pact in these 
things. What the Congress proposes to do is to take the initiative in the 
matter and educate the public. 

Proceeding, Mr. Jairamdas said that any suggestion made by the Congress 
for the purpose of education should have been arrived at after a fuller dis- 
enssion. He pointed out that there was practically no representative from 
Tamil Nadu* 

The President : You can trust me to deal with at least Tamil Nadu. 

Mr. Jairam : I understand, the President takes the responsibility for 
Tamil Nadu but I thought I might as well refer to it. Then there are only 
a few representatives from Andhra and the Punjab and I do not know who 
will take the responsibility on behidf of the Hindus to edifcate those provinces. 
I think the Congress would be wise enough to postpone the consideratlo. if 
the matter and it should publish a resolution without committing it to anything. 

Opposing Mr. Prakasam, Mr. T. C. Qoswami said that when a decision 
had to be taken, the sooner it was taken the better and the policy of hasten- 
ing slowly had landed the country in this terrible condition. He did not 
subscribe to the view that the Congress should register the decision of some 
society and be emphatically repudiated the suggestion. In his opinion it 
was the duty of the AlMndia Congress Committee to take the initiative 
in the matter and not to rely on communal organisations to settle their 
differences. He did not know if there was any Mahomedan organisation 
In the country whjgh represented the opinion of Mahomedans but as far 
as his own community was ] concerned, he knew for certain that there 
was no such organisation which could speak in the name ^of the Hindu 
. oqmniunil7* '*I must tell Lala IjQpat Bai and Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviyit" continued Mr, Goswami, **in public interests that there Is 
so such thing as the Hindu Maba Sabha in ^ngal except in one street of 
Calcutta* There are very few people in Bengal who recognise the Hindn 
Meb Sabha as authoritative and I tibink it my duty at this time of the 
AB*India Congress Committee to say that there are many Bengalees who 
wooM not recognise the jurisdietbn of. the Hindu Mahasabha. I sayitistfie 
dnty. of the Congress to take the initiative in this matter and to edocate the 
condl^. This resolution Is on the face of it fair. Here is an agreement 
irhiBh gives absolutely free right to others to convert with the exception of 
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IrMdlMidfom. U the Congraw wants to edmte the poblb It must have 
ita own o^nlon/* 

Dr. Anear! waa aarpriaed at what Mr, Pjrakaaam had aaid and^ in hla 
opinion, fliia resolution on oonveriions waa really nothing bat a reaolution 
paaaed at the Unity Conference in 1924 after Mahatma’a fast and aa aueh it 
had been before the public for the last three years. ^ 

Mr. Prakasam: Not at all. That Conference was supposed to have 
broken off. 

Dr. Ansari proceeding said that they were deploring from day to day 
the atmosphere created in the country. Violencoi feudsi enmity and riots 
were going on from day to day and* when the time came to settle these 
differenoesi they were told to put b«ack. This was a mentality he could not 
understand. They should take definite action to check this state of affairs. 

Mr. Purushottam Rai asked Mr. Goawami to withdraw his remarks 
against (he Hindu Maha Sabha in view of the fact that he had already 
promised Rs. 1,000 to it. 

Mr- Goswami By Hindu Maha Sabha I meant the Maha Sabha which 
is at Lahore. 

The President :^That is all right. Mr. Goswami did not mean any 
reflection on the Calcutta Hindu Maha Sabha and knows quite well that 
Mr. Rafs cordial co-operation was materially responsible for the decision 
arrived at. 

Defending his own conduct, the President said that he has tried his 
best to bring about an agreement between the Hindus and Mussalmans. He 
did not accuse anybody but murders wore there and communal feelings were 
there and in this state of affairs they could not leave the matter to a comma* 
nal party. His original view that these matters should be left to a communal 
party waa a mistake, because natur'illy they exaggerated their ownrights. 
Therefore, an impartial tribunal like the Nalional Congress should deal with it ' 

As regards Pandit Malaviya, continued the President, if he wanted post* 
ponement on the ground of the unsuitability of time and place ,he was 
prepared to do what was wanted but the Pandit’s message: cannot 

persuade myself to attend the Conference,” was clear and it meant “Hands Off’. 

As for Dr. Moonjee, Mr. Iyengar read bis message and said that it spoke 
f: coif. “ When you accused me, 1 should explain.” 

Air. Prakasam : — I have not accused you. 

President have done my best to promote amity and I am, not without 
hopes. But if you leave the matter in this state of things there is no chance 
of Hindu* Moslem Unity. And what do you say to me f Murderous assaults 
are taking place and bands off ! That is your proposition. And I have not 
the slightest doubt tbst you cannot either found nationalism or Swaraj on 
perpetual quan'els. Is the Congress going to abdicate its function In this 
matter I 1 would ask you to dispel from your mind that there has been the 
slightest injustke to the Hindu Mabasabha leaders. 1 say now with full 
responsibility that Mahomedens are more amenable to settlement I know 
this is the view of Mabomedan friends who are here and of others who have 
sent many earnest telegrams. Simla has convinced me that what Simla has 
fmled to do, the Congress will accomplish. What chance is there of a Swaraj 
Constitution if this matter Is not settled f Let us then adopt the resolutfon. 

Mauiana Mahomed Ali thought that this was the most non*ooiitcoversial 
resolution and that there was no use wasting time over it 



i8 ALL-ISDIA CONGRESS COBflflTTEE Lcalcdtta 

Hr. PrskMam's motioD wm lost sod iba orgimJ motioD of Dr. Du Qnpts 
wu adopted. 

FoUowiog tbe defeat of Mr. Prakaiai&'f motion Mr. Jairamdu DaolatTam 
walked out of tbe muting u be could not be a party to further proceedings 
of tbe meeting in regard to tbe Hindu-Muslim prc^lem io yiew of tbe fact 
Aat it was decided to give no time to the rcpreeentatiTU of tbe yarious 
communities in tbe different proyinces to express tbeir views on tbe resolu- 
tions adopted bj tbe Calcutta Unity Conference. The meeting then adjourned. 


SECOND DAY-29TH OCTOBER 1927- 

The AH-lndia Congress Committee reassembled this afternoon under 
tbe Presidency of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar. There was a thin attendance. 

At tbe outset, tbe President drew the attention of the House to the 
statement, published in some papers, that there had been a defut of Mr. 
Horniman. The President usured tbe House that there wu no defeat of 
any party. But if there had been any defeat, it was the defeat of his humble 
self. The President further stated that he did not belong to any party and 
that there wu no party or group in the Congress. 

6 • — R e • o 1 u t io n on Cow and Music. 

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta then moved the following resolution : — 

The All-India Congress Committee, while approving of the following reso- 
lution on the cow and music questions as a fair settlement of the opposite demands 
and points of view, authorises members of the Congress to carry on i)ropa- 
ganda among the Hindus and the Moslems along the lines indicated in the 
resolution, and calls upon the Working Committee to appoint a sub-com- 
mittee for the purpose of carrying on such propaganda, and further resolves 
that the resolution do come up for confirmation at the meetings of the A.I.C.C. 
and the Congress to be held in Madras : — 

** Whereas no community in India should impose or seek to impose its reli- 
ffious obligations or religious views upon any other community, but the free pro- 
fession and practice of religion should subject to public order and morality be 
guaranteed to every community and person : 

^'.Hindus are at liberty to take processions and play music before any 
aaosqueat anv time for religious or social purpoMS but there should be no 
stqiMge of the processions nor special demonstrations in front of mosques ; nor 
sluuf the songs or music sung or played in front of a mosque be such as is calcu- 
lated to cause annoyance, offence or special disturbance to the worshippers in 
the mosque. 

** Moslems are^t liberty to sacrifice cows or, subject to existing municipal 
laws regulating the slaughter of animals for purposes of food, to slaughter cows 
In any town or village in any place not being a thorough-fare nor one in the 
vicinity of a temi^ or a * mandir’ nor one exposed to the gaze of tbe Hindus. 
Cows should not be led in procession or in demonstration for sacrifice or slaughter. 

** Having regard to the deeprooted sentiment of the Hindu community in the 
matter of cow killing, the Moslem community is earnestly apgmied tq so conduct 
cow sacrifice or staugoter, as not to cause annoyance to the Hindus of the town 
or village conc er ned.” 

^Whenever a complaint is made that any of the provisions of this, resolutkm 
have been contravened, it shall be enquired into and decided by arbitrators ap- 
pointed by the Working Committee by name or under general regulations, and 
their decision ^1 be mial”. 
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Mr. J. M. Sen Gapte laid that tba Coograia had haan trying to oompoao 
tha diffaranoaa batwaan tha Hindoa and tha Midiomadana for tha lait two 
yaare. Tha Gongraaa had baen puraaing a polioy of draft. It bad allowad 
oommonal organiaationa full play not only in oraatfng diffaranoea batwaan 
tha two oommnnitiaa* bnt alao in blowing auoh organiaationa to make an 
attempt at aatUamant. It aaamad to him that it waa wrong on tha part of tha 
Gongraaa to axpa^ that eommunal organiaation would view tha quaationa from 
a broad and national point of yiaw. Tha ezperianoa of the paat two yaara 
had oonfirmad them in tba belief that the only organiaation which could deal 
with tba quaationa auocaaafullyi waa the Congraaa. They took up the quaationa 
for aettlamant in their own handa. They approved of theae resolutionci and 
aiked the membera of the Congreaa to do propaganda to populariae theae 
viewa. They called upon the Working Committee to appoint a email com* 
mittee to populariae theae viewa. 

Mr. Sen Gupta concluded : ** Let ua start the work. Let us give tha 
lei^. We have got two months before the next Congress. People ought to 
think of theae resolutions. We approve of these resolutions* and we say 
that after the experience of these two months’ propaganda and the way these 
resolutions are accepted by the people* we would know in Madras how they 
could be modified. What I would like you to do is not to interfere with theae 
resolutions to any great extent. If you make any number of alterations in 
these resolutions* you will only be giving a handle to those who are 
waiting and watching to wreck all attempts at a solution.” 

Maulana Mahomed Ali seconded the motion. He said that the reasons 
which actuated them in framing the resolutiona* were that they wanted to get 
rid of all theae occasions for excitement which led to mischief. When 
freedom was accorded to each community to do what it was required to do 
by its religion* without imposing any restrictions upon it* the present ill-will 
and hostility would go. 

Continuing Maulana Mahomed Ali said that there would be a competi- 
tion far different from the competition that existed at the present moment. 
To-day the competition was for each community to snatch what they could 
from the hands of the other and to show that they were dominant. The 
resolutions would practically challen'te the Hindus and Mahomedans, and 
make them show greater consideration for the feelings of others. It was with 
a desire to institute a new form of competition* that the resolutions were 
being moved. 

Mr. Prakaaam’s Amendment 

Mr. T. Prakaaam moved an amendment* the effect of which would be 
to postpone all consideration of the resolution. 

His amendment wanted them to appoint a committee to tour the country 
to educate the masses* so that when the Congress met in Madras the com- 
mittee might be able to report the views of the public. 

Mr. Prakasam said that the reasons for his moving the amendment were 
that the question of music and the question of cow-slaughter had been eitiier 
real causes or excuses for Hindu-Moslem riots during the last five years, 
commencing with the riots in Multan in the south of the Punjab in the 
year IMS. He reminded the House of what happened at the Simla Unity 
Uonferenoe and in the Hindu Sabha meeting, l^garding the question of 
eow-slaughter, he said that he was anxious that, whatever the committee did* 
It should be such as would not be condemned by the outside public as un- 
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reMOiwble ad impraoticaUe. Ho teroA fhat dMigm would a wao ftm 
tha retolutiont if adopted aa ftdHad mA sT^feaM la Mr. flbo Gapla mai 
Maokum Mabaoed Ali not to pma tiha mslotioiw. 

Mr. B. P. Maido eeoondad Hm MMndmoot. 

Mr. Nimblcer while suppoitii^ Um original reablatioau expretaed bimaelf 
ao Torf reluctanit to apeak on oonnDoiial qoePtioDa. Be attribated all <be 
exiatipg erila to tbe want of a reroliitloittnr propuniDe of inaaa organiaatioa 
before tbe country. Be reminded tbe House of il» unitr that eidated bet- 
ween tbe Hindus and the Moslems in tbe Non-oo-operatkm daf s, and obaerred 
that council’ientry and tbe Bardoll dedsion were responaibla lor all the fana- 
ticism prevalent ip tbe country. If tbe Congress was prepared to have a 
strong programme, then only would tbe resolutiomi help 

Mr. Rajkumar CbakTavartn opposing tbe amendment* remarked that 
in view of tbe fact that the Unity Conference bad spent much time and energy 
over the peace proposals, it would be an act of sheer discourtesy not to con- 
sider them. He pointed out that Mr. Frakaaam wanted* in effect, not to 
approve of the resolution but to treat them aa a mere scrap of paper. Mr. 
Sen Gupta, he said, had made it clear that the proposals would be confirmed 
at tbe Madras Corgrees with soch modifications and additions at might be 
deemed to be necessary in the light of the criticisms received. He therefore 
did not think postponement was necessary. The proposals embodied a oom- 
promise and so long as there were self-seekers on earth no compromise would 
give universal satisfaction. 

Mr. Oirdbarilal* Mr. Basanta Kumar Mazumdar and Mr. T. Viswa- 
natham of Andhra supported the amendment. 

Maulana Akram Khan supported the original resolution, and made a 
stirring appeal to the House to pass the resolution. 

Mr. Suba&fa Chandra Bose, supporting Mr. I^n Gupta, said that the 
resolution before the House was after all a man-made formula. He did not 
claim that it was in any way able to meet all the contingencies that might 
arise from time to time ; but what he claimed in support of tha resolution 
was, that it represented a sincere and honest endeavour to arrive at a com- 
mon fbimula. The practical effect of the resolutions would be, on tbe 
one bar d, to remove the obstinacies on the part of the Hindus in the 
matter of music before mosques, and on the other remove the obstinacy 
on the part of the Mabomedan in the matter of cow-slaughter. If 
unfortunately, their hopes were not fulfilled, it would then be time for 
them to put their beads together in order to adopt some other form 
of conciliation. He emphasised tbe point that the present proposals 
would go a long way towards removing a good deal of the misappre- 
hension which seemed to prevail in the minds of the extreme Hindus and 
extreme Mahomedans. They, the Hindus of Bengal, Mr. Bose assured the 
House, were not going to lose their beads on account of tbe communal 
troubles. And if the Mabomedan leaders assumed a frantic attitude they 
would refuse to follow Ibem. They lad glorious traditions behind them, 
and bad an important part to play in tbe chapter of their oonntry’s freedom. 
They wore not going to surrender the position that they bad taken at the 
very beginning. The speaker was an oi^mist and be hoped that t&e com- 
munal troubles were a passing phase, and that was why be would appeal to 
tbe Hit dus of Bengal not to give up the strictly nationalistic position that 
they had taken up from the very befhimng. 
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ilie-iiMiidimMI of HK EhdfHm imre.pnt^to;voto 
OUfer- AmandiaaBtb- 

BIh Bhil cw M n nextruioTedithe'MloviDK amondheiits 

I*. ** Tfttt the Hindiis sfiall be at liberty to ^ay music in all public thorough- 
fares at adl timcSy for religious, sodal' or other- purposes, subject to the local 
usagee or cosioms that mi^t have been obtaining prior to 1922, and also subject 
to any agreement between - the parties or decrees^of civil courts obtained by the 
two communities in regard to such rules^ 

2. ** Ndther the Hindus nor the Mahomedans sdiall claim or set up any right 
or usage for preventing any music. in the houses or Jn the places of worship of the 
other community at any time. 

3. The Mussalmans shall be at liberty to slaughter cows subject to^ local 
and municipal laws and decrees or any special agreement or usages and customs 
prevailing in the towns and villages in the different provinces prior to 1922. In 
towns and villages that might hitherto come into existence the matter should be 
settled by a general board of Hindus and Moslems.” 

These amendments were also lost. 

There were several minor amendments to the origiiial resolution and the 
President appeal^ to the proposers of those amendments not to presa them at 
this Calcutta session. He assured them that they were at liberty to bring 
forward those amendments at' the Madras session, of the A. I. C. G. meeting 
for consideration. 

In spite of the President 8 appealf several members rose to move their 
amendments. 

Mr. B. P. Naidu asked for the insertion of the following proviso 

" Provided it is already laid down by law or regulation, in any province 
or part of a province, that cows can only be slaughtered or saorifioed in a 
slaughter house, they shall not be slaughtered or sacrificed in any place other 
than the' slaugbter house ; and in places where there is no such law, the right 
shall be exercised sulpeot to local usages. Where local usage cannot be as- 
certained, a separate place of slaughter be assigned by a joint board of Hindus 
and Muslims of the locality. 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. Sailesbnath Bisi of Bengal moved the insertion of the words ^'statu- 
tory provision” for “municipal laws.” . 

Maulana Mahomed All objected to the amendment, and reminded the 
House of what had happened in the Punjab over the question of statutory laws. 

Mr. Snbash ChandtB Bose, in support of the amendment, pointed out that 
if there was any existing law regulating cow-slaughter for the purposes of food 
in any non-municipal area, there was nothing to be afraid of. There was no 
question of total' prohibition, and he begged Mr. Mahomed AH to accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. Subash Chandra Bose maintained that the amendment of Mr Bisi 
^as a harmless one. But as there was vehement opposition he requested 
Mr. Sisi to withdraw the same. 

With the permission of the House, the amendment was withdrawn. 
Original Motion Carried. 

Alter some disoussion the original resolution with some minor amend* 
moots was put to vote and carried with two dissentients. 

7 . — B e'n r s I Detenus. 

The following resolution moved by Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta was carried : 
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Committee ftroiigly crntdemss the oonttnned incarceration under 
Regulation III of 1818 and under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 
of 1935 of the Detenus of BengaL 

** And in view of the fact that several detenus have been in custody for over 
fouryears and are in an alarming sute of health, this committee resdves that a 
sub-committee of six members, with power to co-opt, be appointed to devise means 
for expediting the release of the detenus and tlmt this sub-committee do submit 
their report in time for the next meeting of the A. 1 . C. C. 

** The members of the committee shall be Dr. Ansari, Mr. Prakasam, Mr. 
Akram Khan, Mr. S. C. Mitra Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar and the mover’\ 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

DAY’-^aOTH OCTOBER 1027. 

The All-India Congrem Commits concluded their deliberations this 
morning in a thin House, Maulana Abul Kalam Asad presiding. 

The President (Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar) could not attend the meeting 
owing to the sudden breakdown of his health. The Mayor of Calcutta and 
some other leaders were absent 

There was some amount of discontent in the House when a resolution was 
disallowed which was moved by an Andhra member and which had reference to 
the Oauhati resolution laying down that it was mandatory on Congressmen to 
refuse offices within the gift of the Government and oppose and prevent the 
formation of ministries. 

The Secretary, on behalf of the President, informed the House that the 
resolution was out of place in view of the resolution passed in the beginning of 
the proceedings postponing consideration of the question till the Madras session. 

As a protest against this some Bengal members proposed an adjournment 
of the House sine die, which was oarri^. 

B. — Indians in Amoriea. 

Swami Eumaranand of Ajmere moved a resolution appreciating the ser- 
vices of Mr. Shailendranath Ghosh and Mr. Sudhindranath Bose, the Indian 
exiles in America, and expressing deep sympathy in their fight for the restor- 
ation of the citisenship rights of Indians and gratitude to Senator Copeland 
for brihging the Hindu Cidsenship Bill in the American Senate to remove the 
disqualification imposed on Indians in America and to place them on the same 
footing with the other emigrants. He eubgised the services of the two 
Indian leaders in U. S. and pointed out that they had been deemed as political 
untouchables. If they wanted to keep the honour and prestige of the Indiana 
in America, he urged the Congress Committee to start fk fund and appoint a 
sub-committee to collect money for that fund. The time had come, he con- 
cluded, when thcji should not neglect the lodian exiles in America. 

Mr. Nimbkan while seconding the xestdafiOD, regretted that it was moat 
deplorable that the Congress was not doing anything for the Indian exiles. 
He pointed out that the exiles ware 1^ pa^riotio people who Imd suffered lor 
their country mid it was the duly of die Congress to rafse their fiogeia for 
tihem. 

The resolution was caniad. 

9. — Caneollatioji of Passposts. 

Mr. Nimbkar next moved ^ , 

*<Thisineetiiigofthe A.LCC€Diidmni»theactioBofBTittdi IsaperiafiSaila 
refusing comrade Mdatwala a paiqpMt to viait hia motheitod aud alao dm ocfion 
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of th^Indiaa Government in refusing passpofts to many Indians invited by the 
Society for the Promotion of Cultural Understanding, to attend the tenth aMl* 
versary of the Russian Revolution.** 

Mr. Nlmbkar stated that Mr. Saklatwala wanted to visit hb native land 
onee more daring the time of the Madras Congress, bat the Government had 
oanoelled the passport given to him. He also pointed out that many Oongreea 
leaders and jonmalists were invited to attend tilie Soviet anniversary, Imt 
they too were refused passports. The question of passports was a serioua one 
and it ought to be tackled by the Oongresi. 

The resolution, which was seconded Mr. Ylswanatbam was oarrledt 

10. <*The Nabha '.Abdication. 

Mr. R 0. Horniman moved : — 

This meeting of the A; 1 . C. C. reaffirms the resolution passed at the 
Delhi special session of the Congress in 1923, strongly condemning the action of 
the Government of India in bringing about the enforc^ abdication of His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Nabha as being unjust and unconstitutional, and in reaffirm- 
ing the heart-felt sympathy of the nation with the Maharaja Saheb in the grave 
wrong that has befallen him, demands that justice be done to the Nabha cause by 
the restoration of the Maharaja to the gadi and in all other respects.’* 

Mr. Horniman pointed out that the resolution was passed* unanimously 
by the Subjects Committee at Gauhati, but for certain reasons the matter was 
referred to the Working Committee for a confidential report He understood 
that the Working Committee had got no confidential report to offer them, and 
he thought it was time that the matter was closed, because in his opinion a 
very grave injustice had been done by the failure to have the resolution 
passed by the Gauhati Congress. The speaker had been tiavdling in the 
country, and had met a large number of Sikh leaders and he assured the 
House that the feeling of the Sikhs was very strong. Indeed, they felt 
strongly that the Congress in not passing the resolution at Gauhati, did the 
Sikh community an iijustioe and in a sense caused a slur upon their own 
support to the Nabha cause, 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Rajkumar Chakravarti, and supported 
by Swami Eumarananda and was carried. 

11. — The Gamhati Decision. 

Mr. Viswanatbam of Andhra moved : — 

** Whereas doubts have arisen as to the exact meaning and scope of the reso- 
lution passed by the Indian National Congress at Gauhati, the All-India Congress 
Committee feels bound to explain it ; and is of the opinion that the said resolution 
was intended to mean and means, that it is mandatory on the Congressmen in the 
legislatures to : ^i) refuse offices within the gift of the Government and withdraw 
support direct or indirect from those who so accept office ; (2) oppose and prevent 
the formation of MinisterieSj and avail themselves of every ^portunity to so 
oppose by all possible and legitimate means and ways ; (3) throw out and utilise 
every opportunity to throw out Finance Bills, budgets and supplementary de- 
mands, in parts as well as in whole ; (4) move or support only such resolutions 
M wbuld decisively tend to strengthen the policy enunciated in the* preamble of 
the resolution ; and resolves to visit disciplinary action on those who do not work 
out or help to work out the said resolution, in the way explained”. 

Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar, Secretary, rose to a point of order, namely, that 
this resolution oould not be moved. He reminded the House, In this oonnee* 
tioD, of the fact tiiat when the President accepted the motion of Mr, Sen 
11 
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Onpte th< Hoom If a msiority earned the resolutioii. The Pnrident had 
nM that all reKdotioiis baarinR apon the matter of the raqairition were dit* 
poeed of bf the motioiit whfeh aaid that the qneation be dropped hf reason of 
the faet tikat the Indian National CSongren waa going to decide the fntnre 
policy and programme. 

Mr. T. Prahamm ebaraeteriied the point of order ae moat extraordinaTf . 
He pointed ont that a apedal reqniaition was sent by a member of the Con* 
greas with regard to the instmotiona that were said to have been issued by 
the Working Committee on that matter. Mr. Sen Gupta made a ehange, and 
the resolntion waa dropped. How on earth, he said, oonid the mover be dir 
allowed from explidning the meaning of the Ganhati resolution at least for 
the fntnre oondnet of the members of tbe Conooils that wonid meet next week 
or before the December session of the Congress t 

Mr. Baaantakumar Masnmdar (Bengal) seconded the resolution. 

The President ruled that the point of order was oorreet in view of the 
resolntion of Mr. Sen Gupta having been passed. 

Mr. Sa^ndraohandra Mitre (Benptl) at this stage proposed the adjourn- 
ment of the House till the Madras session of the Congress. He waa supported 
by Mr. Maanmdar. 

Hr. Viswanatham said that after what he had heard from the Sooretary 
on behalf of the Freeident. he was not for pressing the resolution. 

Mr. Iyengar recorded his protest against the manner in which Mr. 
Viswanatham had made insinuations. 

Mr. Prakasam pointed ont that there was no insinuation ‘made against the 
President 

Mr. Nimkar regretted that the A. I. C. C.. as a body, should quarrel in 
this way. 

Mr. R G. Horniman wanted to know whether the motion was a definite 
proposal for adornment until the Madras session met because it meant that 
if the Committee decided now to adjourn, the Madras Executive Committee 
would not be in a position to discuss the matter in tbe interval. 

Mr. Mitra in reply said that he was definite in the matter and moved that 
the meeting be adjourned tint dit. 

The motion wu put to vote, and was carried. 

Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 

Mr. Horniman then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Iyengar and said 
that although he was in profound disagreement with muoh of the policy that 
had been pursued in this Committee, he would express his ' appreciation of 
Mr. Iyengar’s intense earnestness and enthnsiasm and devotion to duty as the 
Presideiit. He wit sorry to hear o' his sudden breakdown and hoped he 
would soon be restored to vigour and jealth. 

Mr. Horniman also thanked tbe Manlaca Sahib for tiie trouble he had 
taken to preside over thas day’s deliberations. 

The ttestiog then terminated. 
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MADRAS — 29TH DBCBHBBR taat. 

The next meeting of the AMndie Congreee Committee, oiler fte 
Congrees Seeeion, met at Madias on the 89th Deo. under a ■haAew ei gieet 
grief oaiued by the sudden death of Hakim Ajmai Khau at Bampar due lo 
heart failure. The Preiident. Dr. Antari, and other personal frieiidaof 
Hakim Ajmai Khan came to the meeting with tears iu their eyes and the 
news soon spread in the Congress camp. 

On the meeting assembling, Mr. S. Srinirasa Iyengar with the per* 
mission of the President made a touehing reference to ^e death of the 
great Muslim leader. Speaking with feeling, he said 

It is indeed a great pain to us that after the jubilation of the Congress, 
we should have this morning received the sad news of the death of Hakim 
Ajmai Khan. I am sure many in this Committee have known him per* 
sonally. There are others who have followed his career and his attitude 
towards all national questions. I feel his loss deeply as any one of his 
closest friends. Ever since I became acquainted with him at the Abmedabad 
Congress, he managed to capture my heart, he managed also tooapture 
tl - * dart of everyone who came into contact with him. He was an ardent 
pr He presided over the Ahmedabad Congress when the power and 
Piestigo of the Congress were highest. He represented all that was good 
and great in Upper India. He had been practically the moving spirit of 
the Tibbi College of Unani and Ayurvedic medicines. His charity was un- 
bounded. His old age and his services were available to all. We all looked 
on him as a great patriot and when times and tempers were severely tried, 
when riots and disturbances were at their highest pitch, he kept his temper 
cool and held the scales of justice even as between Hindus and Mabomedans, 
He commanded the confidence and love of not only of the Hindus in Delhi 
but also in the neighbouring provinces. All the Hindus of the country 
loved him dearly. 1 do not know bow the sad news will affect Mahatmiji# 
I know he will feel it even more than we all feel it Dr. Ansari tells me 
that he is only 67 ; and the telegram says he died of heart failure. The 
last act of his that preceded his death was a notable and epoch-making one, 
Disregarding all considerations of health in his feeble condition of body, he 
wanted to do the greatest possible service to Hindu-Muslim unity. I need 
not tdl you' how he bad been responsible for the Amir of Afghanistan’s visit 
to India, his outlook and his speeches. After he paid his respects to the Amir 
be went over to Bampur and there it appears he died of heart failure and 

Chief Secretary of the Bampur State has sent a message to the President 
of the Congress. I am sure if yesterday’s resolution on Hindu-Moslem 
unity had bMn known to him, he would have been very happy. Far more 
than any one else, he has contributed to it. It has been the triumph of 
his life ; he himself has been the embodiment of Hibdu-Moslem unity.” 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar then placed before the Committee the follow* 
ing resolution drafted by Mr. C. Bsjagopala Cbariar > 


1. — The Condoleace Resololion. 

** The All-India Congress Committee records its most intense grief at the 
unexpected pasting away of one of India’s neatest patriots and wwkM In die 
cause of unity and a past President of toe Congress Mati huliri a lk Hakim Ajmai 
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Khaa Saheb and requesta te Piesideat of the Congress to convey ita reapectfbl 
^fmpathies to the memhera of the bereaved fimiily 

Mr. Gidwanli In aeoondlng tiie reaolaUoni join^ in the aentlmenta ez* 
preaaed by Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar. India, he said, had lost one of the greatest 
of her Bona of whom not on]j the Muslim community but all other eom* 
mnnitles were proud. • 

Mr. Govinda Auand aaaociated hhuself with the previous apeakeia. He 
said that but for Hakim Ajmal Khan during the last few years, the uni^ 
between the two great communities would not have been poasiUe. 

Mr. Satyamurti. in supporting the resolution, said that Hakim Ajmal 
Khan though a Muslim, always felt, spoke and acted as an Indian even 
when communal passidhs were roused to the highest pitch. There was no 
doubt that his death occurred after the triumph of the work for which he 
had devoted his life. Had he been alive he would have been the right band 
man of the President of this yearns Conference in carrying out the many 
important resolutions. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously, all members standing. 

2. — Election of Office-bearers. 

The election of nine members to the Working Committee was then pro* 
ceeded with. The office*bearer8 were elected the day before by the Congress 
itself and their names were published in the report of the Congress 
proceedings. 

The President told the members at the outest that in consultation with 
the leaders, he had selected the nine persons who would form the Working 
Committee. He hoped that these names would be acceptable to them all. 
If as President of the Congress for this year he had to carry on the work 
of the Congress, he must have a committee who would work with him best. 

He then proposed the following names for the Working Committee 
and suggested these may be carried en bloc 

Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Mot'lal Nehru, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mr. S. 
Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. J. M. Sen Gup a, Maulana Mai omed Ali, Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Sirdar Sardul Singh. 

Mr, Oinwalla pointed out that the President’s suggestion to accept 
these names en bloc was such as to prevent the members of the A. I. C. C. 
from proposing other names and exercising their right of choice of their 
own'ncminees. 

^ The President replied that unless he was allowed to select his own 
cabinet he could not take the responsibility for and carry out the Congress 
work. 

Mr. Sambamurti submitted that after the President’s statement, they 
ought not to delay on this matter but accept bis own cabinet. 

Mr. Venkataramana Iyengar moved that the President’s list be adopted. 

Mr. Ginwalla suggested that the Working Committee must have in it 
jnembers who represented the masses and looked after their interest. 

Pandit Jawahaiial Nehru took exception to the insinuation of tiie 
previous speaker and lugretted it 

Mr. Ginwalla next proposed the names of Dr. Satyapal, Mr. Oidwani, 
Hr. Prakasam, Mr. Ocmndaniuid and Mr. Nimbkar. 

At this stage, Mr. Oowrisankar Misra moved as a definite proposition 
** that the rnunes proposed by the President be considered as elected as mem- 
bemed tiia Workl^ Gommittee’\ 
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A few other memhen epoke with refereDoe to thii matter and Umj 
were followed up by Mr. C. Rigagopalaohariar who drew their attenthm to 
Gie precedent of allowing the leleotaon of members to the Working Com- 
mittee in the hands of the President. It was right that the precedent should 
he followed e?en this year for the simple reason that the policy of 
the Congress should be worked out by members who agreed to work it out 
and who were most suitable for the purpose. He appealed to the mem' 
hers not to fight under the shadow of the death of the great leader Hakim 
Ajmal Khan but to accept the names. Let them understand before they . 
proposed other names who they wished to eliminate from the President’s list 

Haying regard to the differences of opinion in the committee and to the 
difficulties in getting at a unanimous vote for the President’s nominees* the 
President decided to put the nanres to the house one by one and to de^re 
those elected who obtaired the largest number of votes. 

There was then some discussion as to the form in which the vote should 
be taken. The Committee decided to dispense with the ballot and agreed 
to indicate the vote by show of bands. 

Votes wore then taken. The following wore declared elected in the 
order of the strength of votes they obtained : 

Pandit Motilal Nehru. Mahatma Gandhi, Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar* 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, Mr. Sen Gupta* 
SIrard Sardul S'ngb, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Maulana Mahomed Ali. 

The President’s list was thus kept in tact. 

3 . — P e r m a n e n t Secretary Question. 

Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru next brought forward the subioot of having 
a permanent Secretary to the A. I. G. C. to be in charge of office work. He 
said that at present there was an Under-Secretary but he bad no authority 
to sign even the routine papers. It was necessary the appointment of a 
permanent Secretary should be created to be in charge of the A. I. C. G. 
office. He drew the attention of the members to the following change ?n 
the Constitution which Mr. A. Rangaswaroi Iyengar had suggested in the 
draft programme for the ensuing session of the Congress”. 

In para 2 delete the second sentence beginning with *' the general secre- 
taries” and ending with '*tbe Reception Committee” and substitute the 
following 

** The office shall be in charge of the permanent office secretary who should 
carry on the routine work, while the elected secretaries shall exercise genera 
powers of supervision in order that the policy and programme of tlie (^greM 
may be carried out. The secretaries shall be responsible lor the printing and 
puUication of. the report of the proceedings of the preceding session of the 
Congress and of any special session held in the course of the year, in co-operation 
with the Reception Committee*’. 

Mr* Rangaswami Iyengar who was present at the meeting* also urg^ 
the need for the oreatioo of this post lor expeditious and efficteiit work iu 
the Congress Office. 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar stated fbat the members were net fully poitol 
with the details of this proposal and it was therefore neoessaiy that it should 
bo referred to the Working Cbmmfitee lor bdog ooosldered io all ^ beanngs. 

Mr. Sambamuithi opposed the suggestion of the ex-Prerideot of the 
Goiwresu for the postponement of this ^piestlon and said that it wm no- 
fetongte that whenever Mr. Sdmvasa Iyengar had in mtud the idea to 
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poil^ne tte ooniidenition of tbe Miljeol be wentiBd tHe Bbme to letsr fft 
to tba Working ComDiittoe. Snob wai ttte fate oi the resolution regaidingi 
toe balntuid wearing of kbacldar» the resolution on toe bofooto of Britito 
goods and so on. The subject now under discussion was known by 
member of the House to be coming up at the meeting and it was surprising 
that this suggestion ^f postponement should be made bg 18r. Srinifosa 
Iyengar. 

Mr. Srihhrasa Iyengar : No details hare been placed befmu8» 

Mr. Sambamurti : It does not require much of detail. The question 
is simple. 

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehm pointed out that this was not a new proposal andi 
ikbad been before the Gommittee a number of times preriousiy. 

Mr. Joglekar moved that the sulqeet be referred to the Working Com* 
mittee for a full report of proposals. 

Hr. Phttabhi Sitaramayya seconded toe motion and it wae carried. 

4. — Neill Statue Agitation.- 

Mr. Sambamurti next moved the following resolution 

“ This Committee is of opinion that the Neill statue on the Mount Ro^, 
Madras is a standing insult to the respect of the citizens of Madras, the Indian 
nation^ and humanity itself inasmuch as he was guiltv of many bartoous a^ 
blood-thirsty acts of revenge (such as wholesale burning of villages, the 
hanging and shooting and burning alive* of thousands of men, women and 
children) and that the statue should not be allowed to continue to remain 
within the public view, . . . , ^ 

“ This Committee congratulates the Neill statue Satyagrahis upon their bdd 
initiative and sacrifice 

Mr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya enquired if any resolution' had been' passed 
by the committee in respect of the Lawrence statue. 

Mr. Bsja Eao (Undersecretary) replied iii the affirmative.. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The meeting then appointed a committee to consider the changes that 
are necessary in the Congress Constitution and the question of the re^orga* 
nisatioD of the Congress Committee. The committee will consist of General 
Secretaries Mr. A. ^ngaswaroi Iyengar and Mr. Sivaprakasa Gupta. 

The AlMndia Congress Committee next passed the following resolution 
proposed by a member 

5.— Refusal of Passports. 

This committee condemns the action of the British' Government in refusing 
passports to the deputation of the Sikh Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee to 
enable them to go to Shanghai to compose the acute differences among the mem- 
bers of the Sikh community there ”• 

The meeting then adiourned sine die. 
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lo Angoft 1937 as an immedtals rasdt <«{ tlie agitation started in oon- 
oeetioa with the ** Rangila Rasul ^ iwB^hleti Maulama Sfaauhat Ati wrote 
on beMf of the Central Khilafat Gosnisitliee to !>r« Mooidii Rreaident of 
the l^odn Maha Sabbsf requeitifig Ids to agree to the calling .of a 
meeting when represmitatives of the Centcal Khilslat Ccmuiiittee and the 
Hindu Maha Sabha could meet and diaeass the cosrentnal situation and 
try fuid ditooyer remedisi measures Dr. Moouji {^rompUj aresiponded to 
this inritatioo and as a consequence a conference was summoned at Hinda 
which nominated a committee known later on as the Simla Uniter Ckmuniittee* 

This Unity Conference which met on the dOth August* after time 
hours’ discussion* issued an appeal over the sfguaiures d a kurge 
number of Hindu and Moslem leaders* ineloding tbe members of the 
Central legialatare, beseeching both the oommunities to support them in Uieir 
efforts to arrire at a satisfactory settlement, by refraining from doing any* 
thing that would hayc the least likelihood of disturbing public tranquilil^. 
They deliberated in the firm determination that they must, by sineere 
co-operation, make one supreme effort to settle, once for all, the differeooee 
that divided them, and find out a permanent and equitable solution of 
all such differences. The following is the full text of the appeal 

The Leaders^ Appeal. 

We the undersigned deplore the communal differences that have most un- 
fortunately grown up among our people and have created so much mistrust of 
each other, that cn the slightest provocation oi misunderstanding, some of our 
countrymen, Hindus and Mussalmans, come to blows and trivial incidents 
develop into heart-rending tragedies, involving loss of innocent life and properw 
and embittering still further the relations l^tween the two communities. It will 
be the greatest folly, indeed a sin, to fail to realise the extreme gravity of tlm 
situation. Apart from the impossibility of making any political advance in such 
circumstances, peaceful social existence itself is threatened. Those who are inter- 
ested in misrepresenting us and lowering our national character in the estimation 
of tbe rest of the world mive found in the present deplorable situation an excellent 
opportunity to carry on their campaign of vilification and misrepresentation 
and thereby retard our political progress, and delay our freedom. All this w 
made us firmly determine that we must sit together and by sincere co-owratioa 
make one supreme effort to settle once and for all, the differences ^t are 
dividing us and find a permanent and equitable solution of all such differences 
and inculcate and enforce, so far as it lies in our power, individually and collec- 
tively, mutual toleration. 

We are determined to do this and seek divine guidance and support in our 
honest endeavours to restore peace, harmony and friendly relations bet^n tM 
various communities and to secure for our nation its honoured place in the ranks 
of the civilised and progressive nations of the world. But every fellow-country- 
men ours can, we believe, understand that it will not be possible for us to 
concentrate our energies on the important issues that have to tie settled if oar 
attention is distracted by the deplorable incidents that are occtirnng with such 
heart-rending frequency. We, therefore, appeal to our fellow-countrymen wih all 
the earnestness and fervour that we can command, to support us m our efforts 
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to ad^ve at a latit&clory KttleiDeBt by refiratning from aaytM^ Emt luu the 
least likelihood of disturbing public tranquility. We appeal to thra in the name 
of our Motherland) to respect each other’s life, property, honour, retigion and 
places of worship, to avoid giving offence and to vie with one another in forbear- 
ance and forgiveness. Violence and show of violence have, so far, benefitted 
neither community and uowardly cold-blooded murders and murderous attacks 
have harmed those that have indulged in them, not less than their victims. We 
place on record our deepest abhorrence of such wicked and inhuman acts. In- 
dulging in insulting any religion and in scurrilous writings wantonly vilifying the 
r • founders of religions and other great religious personages, who are held in 
reverence by the followers of any religion, and thus outraging the religious 
feelings of our fellow-countrymen are still more wicked, and we equally earnestly 
place on record our deepest abhorrence of such acts. It is a matter of great 
relief and consolation to us to think, and we are glad to be able to convey this 
assurance to our countrymen, that no community as such has instigated, abetted 
or approved of such attacks and that it is wrong to blame any community as a 
whole for the misdeeds of any individual or individuals belonging to it, however 
gross their misconduct may be. We deeply deplore and condemn all in- 
flammatory writings and speeches, which are calculated to promote hatred or 
ill-will among the communities and the efforts which are being made in certain 
quarters to bring about the economic boycott of one community by the other. 
We honestly feel that such a boycott is not only impracticable, but that all 
such efforts are sure to prove highly prejudicial to the best interests of both com- 
munities and the country as a whole, leading to further embitterment of their 
mutual relations and likely to result in further breaches of the peace. 

Our appeal is addressed to every son of India and to every daughter of India, 
but in particular, we beseech those of our countrymen who make use of the Press 
or the platform to exercise great self-restraint in all they write or say and per- 
mit nothing to escape them which may offer the least provocation to anv of tneir 
fellow-countrymen. We know that our previous efforts in this direction have not 
been crowned with the success we hoped for, but we are determined to make 
another effort and we are determined, with divine assistance, to succeed and we 
firmly believe that success is within our reach, if we devote ourselves heart and 
soul to this great purpose and if our fellow-countrymen also assist us to the best 
of their power and not distract us, by a continuance of the wretched outburst that 
^ve disgraced the Indian nation. May the Almighty and All-Merciful Provi- 
dence that shapes our destinies give us the guidance and support that we sorely 
need to-day. 

This Unity Committee sat at Simla from 16th to 22Dd September. No 
oonolusions having been reached on some of the principal points involved in 
the cow and music questions and others pending before the Committee not 
having at all been touched, some members were of the view that the Com- 
mittee might break up. But the Hindu members pressed that the Committee 
should again meet on some future convenient date. The Muslim members 
of the Committee were lit first divided in their opinion, but at last agreed 
to break up the Committee and the President was requested to summon a 
meeting if be received a requisition witMn six weeks from eleven specified 
members. 

The following is a resume of the proceedings of the Committee supidiad 
to the press by its Secretaries Mr. Jainmdas and Abdul Matin Chowdhury - 

Official Report of the Proceedings of the Committee 

The Cow Question. 

The main committee met on the i6th under Mr. Jinnah’s chairmanshipL 
Questions relating to cow and music were discussed. On the i8th, it appointed a 
tulxommittee, consisting of Pandit Malaviya, Dr. Momsji, Mr. Jairamdaii Rai 
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Kedsf^th of D^hii Principal Diwandiand of Cawnpore, Sardar Sardnl SiiwIl 
H aktm Ajmal IQian, Dr. Ansari, Maulana Abnl Kalam Asad, Maulana Mahomed 
AH and Dr. Kitchlew. The sub-committee discussed, on the 18th, the cow ques- 
tion. The main committee discussed the music question on the 18th and tpth, 
and also referred it to the sub-committee. The sub-committee sat from the 18th 
to 22nd and submitted, last evening (22nd.) the itdlowing report 

** The sub-committee dealt with the cow question and the music question, and 
considered the various drafts submitted to it. Ultimately, the following final draft 
of the Hindus relating to the cow question was considered In places 

having, municipalities, town committees and notified areas committees, the 
slaughter of cows shall be confined to slaughter houses licensed for the purpose ; 
(2) in places other than those mentioned in the preceding clause, cows smU not 
be slaughtered except in places specified for the purposes outside the populated 
area and not exposed to public gaze ; (3) cow slaughter shall not take place in 
any place where it has not taken place before ; (4) in towns or villages which may 
hereafter come into existence, the question of slaughter of cows shall be deter- 
mined by agreement between the Hindu, and Sikh and Muslim communities 
residing there ; (5) cow slaughter shall not take place in any city, town or village 
which 18 held in religious sanctity by the Hindus or Sixhs, except where it is 
established that cow slaughter has been taking place for a reasonably long time ; 

(6) no cow for slaughter shall be led in procession or with any demonstration and 
the routes shall be determined by agreement between the Hindu, Sikh and Muslim 
communities residing in the place ; (7) sale of beef or pork shall be registered to 
places licensed for the purpose ; (8) where slaughter of animals for sale of meat is 
permissible on other grounds no objection shall be taken to the method of 
slaughter whether by Jhatka Bali or Zibah,” 

The Muslim members of the sub-committee did not agree to the above draft 
except on some points as stated below. They objected to clauses (2) and (3). 
Witn regard to (4) they objected to any reference to Sikhs, since the Sikhs have 
made no demands. Regarding clause (5), the Muslim members stated that they 
would consider it when a list of such s?.cred places was supplied to them. They 
also objected to the reference to the Sikhs, on the same ground as above. They 
agreed to clause (6) except for its reference to Sikhs. They disagreed with clause 

(7) but agreed to clause (8) provided the list referred to in (5} was supplied and 
agreed upon. 

‘The final Muslim draft on the cow question was as follows (a) Hindus must 
not expect that the exercise of the right of Muslims to slaughter and sacrifice 
cows in any town or village can or will be stopped by the use of force, or by an 
act of the legislature or by a resolution of a local body or by the order of a court ; 
but must trust to the establishment of better relations between the two commu- 
nities to create greater regard for their feelings, (b) every Muslim is entitled in a 
town to sacrifice and in a village to slaughter or sacrifice a cow in any building 
or enclosure which is not open to the gaze of the Hindu passers-bv, provided that 
if it is already laid down by the law in any province or part of a province, that 
cows can only be slaughtered or sacrificed in towns in a slaughter-house, they 
shall not be slaughtered or sacrificed in any place other than a slaughter-house, 
(c) all public thoroughfares shall be open for taking cows for slaughter and sacri- 
nee, but they shall not be taken in a procession, nor shall there be any demons- 
tration in this connection, (d) no restriction shall be imposed on the sale of beef 
or pork, (e) no restriction shall be imposed on the manner of slaughter of any 
animal whether by Jhatka Bali or Zibah, or on the opening of shops for the sale 
of meat of any animal slaughtered in any of these ways. 

*X 1 ie Muslim members also prc^iosed two other alternative drafts. The first 
runs:— No restriction shall be imposed either on the right of any community in 
any part of India to slaughter or sacrifi^ any animal, whether, a cow, sheep 
or swine, or on the manner of its slaughter, whether Jhatka Bali or Zibhaj but no 
cow shall be slaughtered or sacrifice except in a slaughter-house provided fiir 
the purpose. Where slaughter-houses do not exist at present, they shall be pro- 
vided, and licence shaU not be refused by the competent ambority whenever an 
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apfdiaitioii is made to it for opening a slaughter honse <k shop for the tale of 
meat of any animal slaughtered in any mannen” 

The second Muslim alternative was : ** The Hindus should not be prevented 
from playina music before mosques at any time they like, nor should Mu^ims 
be preventedi from making any cow sacrifice or from cow slaughter in such 
manner as they like.” ^ 

The first of these three proposals was not accepted by the Hindu members 
except the secdnd part of clause (c) and the first part of clause (e). The odier two 
alternative drafts were not agreed to by the^Hindus. 


Mosic bbforb Mosques. 

As regards the question of music, the*Mus'im proposal was as follows : 

While it is the right of every community to take processions with music 
along the public thoroughfare, it must not do so in a manner calculated to inter- 
fere with the right of the Mussalmans to undisturbed congregational wor^ip 
when such a procession is passing a mosque in which congregational worship is 
going on at the time.” This was not accepted by the Hindus. 

The Hindu proposal regarding music ran as follows : 

" There shall not be any objection taken to, or any kind of restriction placed 
on the passing of Hindu or Sikh processions of any kind accompanied by music 
at any time along public thoroughfares having mosques or to the performance 
of *artV the playing of music or the playing of *shang’ in private or public 
temples, buddings or places, at any time, even if such temples buildings or places 
are situated in front of, or in proximity to, a mosque, provided that any proces- 
sional musk, except religious music, i^ail not be played before old historic 
mosques such as dm Jumma Masjid of Delhi, before which it has not been played 
for a long time.” 

The above prc^osal was not accepted by the Muslim members. 

Dr. Moonji moved the following, which was supported by the Hindu members 
of the sub-committee : — *^The sub-committee has very carefully considered and 
discussed the draft formulae on the cow and music questions submitted on behalf 
of the Hindus and Muslims. The s b-committee find that there are some points, 
cn which agreement may be easily possible ; and yet, there are some on which 
agreement does not seem to be likely at the present moment, and which there- 
fore require further consideration. The sub-committee, therefore, recommends 
that the main committee be adjourned to some suitable day, after a month or so.” 

The Muslim members suggested that this should be left to the main committee 
which met at 3 p. m. yesterday in the committee room of the Assembly Chamber. 
The sub-committee’s report was submitted; and, after discussion, the main 
committee unanimously adopted the following resolution This meeting stands 
adjourned; but Mr. Jinnah will call a meeting of the Unity Committee within 
three weeks of receiving a unanimous requisition from the following gentlemen 
within six weeks frofo to-day :->Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Hakim Ajmal 
Khan, Dr. Ansari, Maulana Mahomed Ali, Dr. Kitchlew, Pandit Malaviya, Lala 
Lajpat Rai, Dr. Moonji, Rai Kedamath, Mr. Jairamdas and Sirdar Ujjal Singh.” 

Before disperstag the main committee issued the following appeal in the 
fonn of a resolution : ** This committee is distressed to find that several Hindu- 
Muslim riots have occurred since it was constituted, leading to loss of many 
Hindu and Muslim lives and of property and indicting much injury on many of 
oor brethren. This committee earnestly appeals to all people and ali men of 
light and leading throughout the country, to use their best endeavonrs to prevent 
•adi riots, to put an end to communal tendon and to persude their co-religloBists 
not to take tne law into their own hands even under provocation. It also appeals 
to the people to establish local unity boards for preventing disturbnnoes, find to 
ecnqrose tiro difference and proniote mutiisd good will*” 
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Muslim Membevt’ Statement* 

Tlie following statement was ii»ued by Mr. Shafi Dandi* Seoretary* 
Muslim Members, Unity Couierenoe. It was stated that it had the assent of 
practically all the leaders of Moslem public opinion in India 

So long as the leaders of the Hindu, Muslim and Sikh communities were 
engaged in a discussion to arrive at a satisfactory settlement of the diffhrences 
that are unfortunately disturbing the peaceful and friendly relations which should 
exist between the various communities which form the population of our mother- 
land, ^ it^ was not considered advisable, in the interest of the success of the 
negotiations that were going on, to publish any information regarding the pro- 
gresss of the discussion. But, now that the labours of the Conference have 
reached a definite stage, we owe it to the public, as much as to ourselves, to 
place a summary of what has been done so far, in order that the public may 
know the real situation, and may advise those representing it whether to adhere 
to the proposals they have already formulated, or to modify them with a view 
to arrive at an early settlement. 

Through an unfortunate inadvertence, the Secretaries of the General Com- 
mittee have published only the report which the Select Committee, to which the 
cow and music questions were referred, have made through the chairman to the 
General Committee, and onsequently the views proposed on the cow question by 
the Hindus in the General Committee before the issue was referred to the Select 
Committee, have not been published. Their statement is therefore incomplete,, 
and has consequently induced us to publish this fuller statement. 

Khilafat Committee’s Letter to Hindu Sabha. 

The Working Committee of the Central Khilafat Committee met at Simla, 
on the 27th August to consider the unfortunate situation created by the growing 
tension between the Hindus and the Muslims, and addressed the following letter 
to the President, Hindu Mahasabha : — 

My dear Dr. Moonje,— After a period of most remarkable amity and good- 
will between the various communities we have been experiencing, tor the last 
five years, a most unfortunate tension between the Hindus and the Mussalmans, 
which has resulted in sporadic outbursts in different parts of India. The Congress 
in the special session held at Delhi in 1923 endeavoured to restore the amity 
and good-will that had prevailed until 1922 : but obviously it failed. A year 
later, the Unity Conference at Delhi made a still more strenuous endeavour for 
the same purpose, but in its ultimate results that too, alas, proved sterile. The 
sporadic outbursts of 1922, 1923 and 1924 have been occurring with increasing 
frequency in the years that followed, and, to-day, one almost expects to read in 
the daily newspapers of one or two such deplorable incidents somewhere every 
day. But the increasing frequency of such outbursts is not their worst feature. 
It is now clear that communal aggression is becoming organised ; and, in fact, 
it will be an abuse of language to characterise the recent occurrences as mere 
outbursts of the unruly passions of some individuals only. 

** The Central Khilafat Committee has consistently worked, all through this 
period, for unity and co-operation between the Mus^lmans and the sister com- 
munities and has not infrequently courted and actively incurred unpopularity in 
the Muslim community, by condemning such excesses as could be attributed to 
the Mussalmans, inculcating patience and self-control and by remaining almost 
silent with regard to the excesses that could be attributed to the Hindus. But, 
to-day, the state of affairs is so deplorable that the Khilafat Committee, if it 
seeks to serve the interests of India and the Indian nation, cannot remain silent 
any longer. My Working Committee considers it necessary to warn the entire 
nation that, if this state of affairs is allowed to continue unchanged, even for a 
a few montns longer, tlto country will drift into a civil war. I trust that your 
organisation will not fail to appreciate the gravity of such a situation ; and, it 
earnestly invites you and the leaders of the Congress, to co-operate with it to trv 
to put an i*-nd to all communal aggression and to stem the tide of communal 
distrust and batr^. My committee has directed me to request you to fix a very 
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early date when the reprefentatires of the Central Khilaikt Gonmiittee could 
meet the reprefentativet of the Congreis, and dticuis the present sitoation, and 
try to deseover the methods that will prove most effective in ending the deplofmble 
state of aSairs and in paving the way for communal harmony and friend^p. 
The Committee is also seeking the co-operation of other important political and 
communal organisations in the country. And, looking to the seriousness of the 
danger which is threatening our body politic, it would like to phice the result of 
diese discussions and deliberations before the Central Khilafat Committee, when 
h meets early in October, for the purpose of deciding the line of action It should 
adopt 

** The Khilafat Working Committee is most anxious to restore and even im- 
prove upon the excellent relations prevailing between the various communities in 
Spao and 1921, and should like to emphasise that the future depends, to a very 
great extent, upon the response that is received to this earnest invitation from 
your organisation. I trust that it will be received by you in the spirit of sincere 
co-operation in which it is addressed to you— Shaukat All.” 

A copy of the letter was also sent to the President, Indian National Congress, 
on the a8tn August 1927. Dr. Ansari and Mr. Shauib Qureshi, who were deputed 
by the Working Committee for the purpose, discussed the contents of the letter 
with Dr. Moonje and with other Hindu Mahasabha leaders like Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, Lala Lajpat Rai and Messrs. Kelkar, Jayakar and Aney. As 
a result of these discussions, the Hindu Mahasabha leaders suggested that a 
preliminary discussion should take place between the Hindu and Muslim leaders 
then present at Simla. 

Preliminary Meeting of Leaders. 

In the meantime, the Working Committee got into touch with other res- 
ponsible Muslim leaders present at Simla, with a view to secure their co-oper- 
ation, On the 29th August 1927, a meeting of the Hindu and Muslim leaders 
took place in one of the committee rooms of the Assembly Chamber. Discussion 
was opened by Mr. Kelkar, who suggested that we might being where the com- 
munal question was left by the All-India Congress Committee after its acceptance 
of the Delhi proposal, and proposed that the question of communal representation 
be taken up for discussion. But Lala Lajpat Kai suggested that, although that 
was an important enough matter, there were others also that deserved our 
serious attention. 

It was finally agreed upon, that a list of the points of difference between the 
two communities, should be submitted on behalf of each community to Mr. Jinnah, 
who had been elected as the Chairman of the Conference. Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya proposed and it was agreed upon that Dr. Gokal Chand Narang and 
Mr. Shauib Qureshi should draft an appeal to the public so as to give an opportu- 
nity to the leaders of the two communities, who were about to assemble to con- 
tinue their deliberations undisturbed and undistracted by the tragic occurrences 
such as were taking place only too frequently. On the 50th August the draft 
appeal was discussed and after slight additions and alterations it was agreed to 
and signed by the Hindu, Muslim and Sikh leaders present. A prayer was also 
ofieredfor the success of this noble endeavour and it was decided that the 
conference should take place on the 7th September. 

Differences in the General Conference. 

The cenference was accordingly opened on the 7th in the Brahmo SamaJ 
Mandir. But, when the Hindu and Muslim lists of the points of difference that 
tend to divide the two communities was read, it was found that the Hindu list 
ex^nded all political differences, which, no less than other differences, are in the 
opinion of the Mussalmans responsible for the present deplorable state of affsirs 
and are in reality at the bottom of the inter-communal struggle that is going on 
^to-dav. This caused us very great surprise. It was impossible to reconcile this 
with Mr. Kelkar*s own speecn in which he wanted to inaugurate the conference 
with the pblitical questions Involved in the Delhi profwsals and All-India Congress 
. Comnilttee resolution accepting them. Our surprise was still further ihcressed 
when Dc^ Gokal Q rose to propoae that all political questions should 
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be eeilHiwed, cf if m tetflemeiit of die Hfado-lfci^m dimtes wie ponible witb^ 
out a eetdemeBt of tbe political claimeof the tuo commoaitlee* 

Alter coaeiderable discossion, a sub-committee was appoiated fbr settliiig 
this mlestioa and preparinur an ag^enda fbr the conference, ^^en it met on the 
x8th September, only Dr. Moonfe and Dr. Gokal Chand Narang attended on be- 
half on the Hindu members and dictated a note against the inclusion of political 
questions in the agenda. Sir Mahomed Shafi and Maulana Mahomed Alt dic- 
tated a note on bdialf of the Muslim members insisting on the inclusion of 
political and economic questions also. When Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar returned 
hoin the Assembly meeting, which had kept him busy the whcde day, and learnt 
that the two Hindu members of the sub-committee had dictated a note on behalf 
of all the Hindu members, he wrote a nunute of dissent, strongly disagreeing with 
these two Hindu members and agreeing with the unanimous opinion the Mussal- 
man members. 


Sub-Committee on Cow Question. 

Mr. Jlnnah, Chairman, announced this disagreement to the conference, when 
it met in the evening. As it was feared that the conference would break up on 
that issue, the Hindu members began to relent, and the matter was referred rack 
to the sub-committee. The sub- committee agreed to the inclusion of all the points 
of difference whether political, economic, religious or social, but recommended 
that the settlement should be left to a committee consisting of ic Hindus, 1$ 
Muslims and 5 Sikh representatives, selected respectively by the Hindu, Muslim 
and Sikh members of the conference, subject to ratification by the organisations 
representing these communities. It was also recommended that questions com- 
mon to the two lists, in other words, social and religious questions, should be 
discussed first and that the political and economic questions excluded by the 
Hindus from their list and included in the list submitted by Muslim members, 
should be discussed later. Subsequently the number of representatives was raised 
to 2$ Hindus and 25 Mussulmans and 8 Sikhs. These recommendations were 
accepted by the conference, when it met on the 9th September. 

On the loth September, an informal meeting of the members of the committee 
thus selected who were present at Simla, decided to begin work formally on the 
i6th September and go on with the meeting from day to day, till they had. settled 
all the points at issue. 

On the x6th September the Committee commenced its work in one of the 
committee rooms of the Assembly under the chairmanship of Mr. Jinnah, who 
called upon the Hindu members to formulate their demands with regard to cow- 
slaughter and cow-sacrifice. And in response to this, Prof. Diwanchand proposed 
as follows (a) slaughter of cows should be confined to the buildings and en- 
closures already specified for the purpose, and to the towns and villages in which 
it was taking place hefore the year 1922. (b) Cows for sacrifice should not be 
led in procession or with demonstration to places or by routes hitherto not 
used for that purpose, (e) the sale of beef or pork should be restricted to places 
specified for toe purpose, (d) no objection should be raised by any community to 
the method of slaughter or to the opening of shops for the meat of the animals 
slaughtered ezcepung beef or pork. 

On the 17th September, Maulana Mahomed Shafi Daudi proposed as follows:-— 
(a) The Hindus must not expect that exercise of the right of the Muslims to 
slaughter and sacrifice cows in any town or village, can or will be stopped by tbe 
use of force or by the resolution of a local body or by an act of legislature tn by 
thetnderofa Court, but must trust to the establishment of better relations 
between the two communities to create greater regard for thdr feelings ; (b) every 
Muslim is entitled to daughter and sacrifice cows in any building or enclosure 
w^h is not open to the gaze of the Hindu passersby, provided it is not alr^y 
«id down by few in any province or part of a province, that cows can <mW be 
•J^ttRlttered and sacrificed in slaughter houses; (c) all public ttooughferra 
^hallbe open for taking cows for slaughter and sacnfece, but they shall not be 
in proceteion, nor i^ll there be any demonstratiott in this cunnec^Uon ; (d) 
noregtriction ehall be Impost on the sale of beef or pork ; (e) no leMr tenon 
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AaUtetapoKdvii the manner of tfsqgbter of any asim^ whetber'bT Hiaika, tan 
w zild 0r jon the mning of ih^ for the «ale of the meat of any aimnai 
slaugliteiad m any of the above waySa^ 

Ite aras djscneted and in the coane of the discuMion, Mr. K^kar suggested 
to the n t a a s alTnan s to extend their acceptance of the Act of legiilatuie ahe^y 
passedf which goremed the Muslim practice in a part of the Punjab, and offer 
to accept the same rule for the rest of India. The Act laid it down that cow 
Slaughter Should he confined to slaughter houses and enforced the practice of 
sacrificing cows in private buildings and enclosures in the towns and villages. 

On this Mr. R. S. Kedar Naih proposed as follows :^The slaughter of cows 
shall be confined to the slaughter bouses already established for the purpose of 
cow slaughter the Government or by any local body. In a village where a 
slaughter house does not exSst, the slaughter of cows shall be confined to buildings 
or enclosures wluch have been specified tor the purpose by the Government. A 
sjaughter-hoose tor the slaughter of cows shall not be established in any town or 
villages where slaughter of cows has not taken place before. The sale of beef 
or pork shall be restricted to the places specified for the purpose. When the 
slaughter of an animal or the sale of meat is permissible on other grounds, no 
objection shall be taken to the method of slaughter whether by jhatka, ball or zibah. 

Cow-Slaughter Question. 

Mr. R. S. Kedar Nath, demanded the surrender of the right of the Muslims 
established all over India except in a part of Delhi and the Punjab, to sacrifice 
cows in their own houses and enclosures, which Professor Dewanchand had not 
demanded. This was not all. He also demanded, that a slaughter-house for the 
slaughter of cows shall not be established in any town or village where slaughter 
of cows had not taken place before. The Muslim attitude throughout this 
discussion, was illustrated by Dr. Kitchlew’s ready response to Mr. Kelkar’s 
suggestion : for, he proposed as follows : — ^No restriction shall be imposed on 
the right of any community, in anjr part of India, to slaughter or sacrifice 
^y animal, cow, goat, sheep or swine, nor on the manner of its slaughter, whe- 
ther Jhatka, Bali or Zibah; but no cow shall be slaughtered or sacrificed 
except in a slaughter-house provided for the purpose. Where slaughter-houses 
do not exist at present they shall be provided, and" licences shall not be 
refused by the competent authority whenever an aplication is made to it for 
opening a slaughter house or a shop for the sale of the meat of any animal 
slaughtered in any manner. 

It may be stated for the sake of absolute precision that, through inadver- 
tence, the original proposition of Dr. Kitchlew confined the sacrifice of all animals 
to slaughter-houses; But, since the Hindu leaders demanded confinement of the 
sacrifice of cows only to slaughter houses, the original proposition was accordingly 
corrected. But the Hindu leaders refused to accept tnis proposition also and 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya finally proposed as follows : (i) In places having 
municipalities, town committees, notified area committees or sanitary committees, 
the slaughter of cows shall be confined to slaughter-houses licensed for the 
purpose ; (2} in places other than those mentioned Jn the preceding clause, cows 
shall not be slaughtered except in a place outside the populated area and not 
exposed to public gaze; (3) cow slaughter shall not take place in any place 
where it has not taken place before ; (4) in towns or tallages which may 
hereafter come into existence, the question of slaughter of cows shall be 
decided by a joint board of the Hindu and Muslim inhabitants of the area; 
(5) cow slaughter shall not take place in any city, town or village which is held 
in religious sanctity by Hindus and Sikhs ; cows shall not be led for slaughter 
in procession or with a demonstration or be led to places or by roads not used 
for the purpose before 1922 ; (7) sale of beef or pork shall be restricted to fdaces 
licensed for ihe purpose ; (8) where slaughter of animal or sale of meat it per- 
missible on other grounds, no objection shall be taken to the method of ^ognter 
whether by Jhatka Bali or Zibah. 

It was contented on behalf of the Muslims, that Hindu foelings were more 
likely to he hurt ifa large number of cows intended for tacrito were tvought 
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home ittd sabsequently led by^ their attendants to the tianghter honaeof tlM* 
ttnm epi their meat brought home than if tltey were quietly alaughteieAhg indi- 
fidual Miisialmans in their own homes and emnbiures 

But Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya said that it hurt the Hindh*IMimt 
fiir more to know that cows were being sacrificed inside the populated' areas Md 
in the Mohallas in which there was a miseed Hindu and Mahomehan populatioUi 
than it would if they were sacrificed in the slaughterhouses 


Bdatter Referred to Select Committee; 

After considerable discussion, lasting for 3 days, it was decided, on the i8th 
September, to refer this and the Muslim resolution and also Dr, Kitchlew’s pro- 
position to a select committee composed as follows : — (i) Pandit Madan Mohan 
mlaviya : (a) Mr. R. S. Kedemath ; (3) Dr. Moonje ; (4) Prof. Dewan Chand ; (O 
Mr. Tairon^as Daulatram (select^ by the Hindus) ; (6) Sirdar Sardul Singn 
(selected by the Sikhs); (7) Hakim Ajmal Khan; (8) Dr; Ansari; (9) Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad ; (10} Maulana Mahomed Ali; (11) Dr. Kitchlew (selected by 
the Mussulmans). 

This select committee discussed the resolution, but no agreement could be 
reached. Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar proposed that the basic principle which 
should guide the performance of religious ceremonies of either community must m 
freedom to act according to their religion and that no restrictions should be 
imposi^ by one community on the other. Accordingly, cow slaughter and tmw 
sacrifice and the playing of music before mosques must be left to two communities, 
and they should be free to do what they deemed proper. Mussmmans must 
have freedom to slaughter and sacrifice cows as they liked, and the Hindus must 
have equal freedom to play music before mosques as they liked. * “is a^mw 

to him to be the only logical, effective and statesmanlike solution of the knotty 

problem before them. He trusted to the good sense of the two COTmunities ana 
the establishment of better relations between them to induce them to 
rights in a manner that would not outrage the feelings of others. Tne Mumu 
mans agreed to it^ but most of the other Hindu members indignantly rctusea to 

accept this proposition and even to discuss it. 


Music Before Mosques. 

In the meantime, the question of music before the mosques was consider^ 
and the Mussalmans who had been called upon by . wwiS 

their demand, first proposed (through Maulana Mahomed AlO as follojis . WWie 
it is the right of every community to take out processions 
thoroughforcs, they must not do 

right of the Mussalmans to undisturbed congregational worship in 
and the playing of music must cease when such processions are passing mosques 
in which congregational worship is going on at the tunc. .. aun-riie no 
It was explauncd that with regard to the prayer offer^ before sun to 
conflict wMlikdy to occor, at Hindu and Sikt proc^ontj^n^^ ^ 
before sun-rite. At regards the time of other praj^rt , 
congregational prayer dtl not take long to offer. U 

had al^y commenced in a motque,.Hindiia or aikht, who tw itww 

JSSiiTitop ti» music a^panying 

diort an interval, could stop their processions at a safe 

Where coMregational prayers had not commi^, it <»oW bed^y^«w»^ 
minutes till the processions had ^sted, except in 

prayer, irifldi must be dfered in dUhe nwsgue s ^ quarter of 

set W eould not be delayed, and which fie ^ m 

sssrJW ~ ssrv??ir! t 

pasdng the tnosqucb 
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TIi 6 ’sysittii sow %!6hii^ fisDowod bf the Calcutta antlioiitay was then ex- 
plained by Jifr. Shaheed Suhrawardy, accoit^ to wludi ^ Zubr, Asr, Maghrib*’ 
and^^lAa’*’ praw-ttmes weie ascertained and announced befor^nd by the 
'^ommisttoner ox Police alter due consultation with the Imams of the mosques in 
the localities through which the musical processions had to pass. In the licenses 
Issued, the Hindus were ordered to stop music while passing before mosques 
duri^ the times J^cihed. 

This too was not agreeable to the Hindu members and riiey were therefore 
called upon to formulate their views which they did in the following terms : 

There Shall not be any objection taken to any kind of restriction being 

£ laced on the passing of Hindu or Sikh processions a[long public thoroughfores 
aving a mosque or mosques on either side, or to the performance of arti, the 
playing of music or the playing of **shang” in private or public temples, buildings 
or places at any time, even when such temples, buildings or places are situate! 
in front of or in proximity to a mosque,.provided that any processional music shall 
not be pla^J before such did historic mosques as the Jumma Masjid of Delhi, 
before which it has not been played for a long time.’* 

It will be noted that, while the fullest freedom is claimed by the Hindus 
for themselves in this proposition and nothing is mentioned about the right of 
the Mussulmans to undisturbed congregational worship in their Mosques, the 
provision is indeed to restrict the existing usage also, since music both mundane 
and religious is to be allowed to disturb congregational prayers in all Mosques 
except in such old historic Mosques as the Jumma Majid of Delhi. 

Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy desired that in places where music may be played 
before tMosques, the following conditions shall be observed : (x) Processions 
obviously organised as demonstrations should not be allowed, (s) new proces- 
sions should be discontinued, and none be organised in future, (3) the processions 
must pass by Mosques without any demonstrations e. g., stopping before the 
Mosques or shouting or challenging or playing of music louder than in other 
places. If they were to do so permission to take out processions should not be 
given in future. 

The Select Committee considered the two questions, but could not arrive 
at any settlement agreeable to the two communities. The Mussalmans had 
adopted the suggestions of the two Hindu members, < Mr. Kelkar and Mr. Sri- 
nivasa Iyengar as their own, as two alternatives to their own proposal regarding 
the cow question, but they were rejected by the Hindu members of the Select 
Committee. As regards the final proposals of the Hindus on the cow question, 
tlie Mussalmans could not agree to Nos. i and 2, which sought to confine cow 
sacrifices to the existing slaughter houses and to confine new slaughter-houses to 
places outside the populated areas. Nor could they agree to propos; 1 No. 3, 
which sought to deprive the Mussalmans of any right to slaughter and sacrifice 
in places not used for the purpose before, including not only towns and villages, 
but also houses and enclosures. 


Similarly, the Mussalmans could not agree to any restrictions being placed 
on beef-shops, as they are opened only where there is demand and nobody is 
likely to open a beef-shop in the Hindu quarters to annoy the Hindus, as the 
absence of demand fo certain to doom it to a-costly fiiilure. As regards the other 
Hindu proposdls, iMb stated that we were prepared to accept No. 4. It was 
worded as follows In towns or villages which may hereafter come into exis- 
tence, the question of 4 he slaughter and sacrifice of cows^haUibe determined 
by an agreement between the Hindu and Muslim inhabitants of the place.” We 
however, added that it must not be understood to mean that unless, and until, 
the Hindus agreed to cow sfonghter and cow sacrifice, they could not' taxe'place. 
As regards the Sikhs, about whom Sirdar Kharak Singh said that they were 
a ieparate community and neither Hindus nor Muslims, no demand was made 
by that community to stop or restrict cow slaughter and cow sacrifice. We said 
m same thing witn regerd to No. A The agreement as to routes^ most be 
between the Hindus and the Mussahnahi only, and the Sikhs must not be iiraigad 
in needlessly, and it must not be assumed that Mussalmans could Jiot :lsad oows 
by a route unless and until the Hindus had agreed to iu Aa^xegards Na s» 
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we prepare to discuss it, if a list of Hindu sacred places was given to us, 
that tWs restrictions was desired only lor Sttch sacred places 
in whm It was established that neither cow-slaughter nor cow sacrifice was 
taking place befi^ We did not agree to the addition to Na 5 of fStn words 
suggested bv the Hindus, except where it is established that cow idaughti^ 
has been taking place for a long time or for a reasonably long time^’ We 
do not want to sift the burden of proof from the Hindus to the Mussalmans. The 
words ^ a reasonably long time,” are too vague and in fact dangerous, as aiany 
Hindu members of the select committee considered $ years to be a reasonably 
long time, and not more tlian one mcmiter was prepared even to make it 10 years. 
When a list of sacred places is given to us, we shall consider the proposal ; 
it is agreed upon to have no cow slaughter or cow sacrifice in any sacred place. 

After this, our own first proposal was read out, and the Hindus refused to 
agree to clause (a), which was taken from the resolution of the 1921 Unity 
Conference. 

Even the following modified clause was not acceptable to the Hindus:— 
(b) Every Muslim is entitled in a town to sacrifice a cow in any building or 
enclosure which is not open to the gaze of the Hindu passers-by, provided that 
if it is already laid down by law in any province or part of a province, that cows 
can only be slaughtered or sacrificed in towns in slaughter houses, they shall not 
be slaughtered or sacrificed in any place other than a slaughter house. 

As regards Clause (c) the first part, which declared that all public thorough- 
fares shall be open for taking cows for slaughter and sacrifice, was rejected by 
the Hindus. Only the second part, declaring that they shall not be taken in 
procession, nor shall thereb e any demonstration in this connection, was accepted* 

Clause (d) which was against imposing any restrictions on the sale of beef 
or pork, was also rejected. As for (e) the first part, which was against imposing 
an^r restrictions on the manner of slaughtering any animal whether by ]hatka 
ball or Zi bah, was accepted ; but the second part, which was against imposing 
any restrictions on the opening of shops for the sale of meat of any animals 
? slaughtered in any of the ways mentioned above, was rejected. As wc have 
stated above, the two alternatives suggested respectively by Mr. Kelkar and Mr. 
S. Srinivasa Iyengar were also rejected by the Hindu members. 

It may be added that the chairman asked the Hindu members, if they would 
endorse the resolution with regard to the cow (luestion which had been passed 
in the Unity Conference held at Delhi in 1924, but. they declined to do Thus 
ended the discussion on the cow question, and it need not be emphasised by us 
that we explored every avenue that could lead to the stoppage of local quarrels 
over cow slaughter and cow sacrifice. But, obviously, most of the Hindu mem- 
bers, did not seek to stop these wretched quarrels, hut rather sought to curtail, 
if not stop, cow slaughter and cow sacrifice and to deprive the Mussalmans of 
their right. 

No agreement was reached in the select committee also with regard to music 
before mosques. When the chairman presented the report of the select 
mittee to the general committee, Dr. Moonje moved the following resolution which 
was supported by the Hindu members of the select committee . “ The subcom- 
mittee has very carefuly considered and discussed the draft formula on the cow 
and music questions, submitted on behalf of the Hindu and Muslims. The com- 
mittee find that there are some points on which agreement may be easily possible* 
Yet there are some which require further consideration. The sub-committM 
therefore recommends that the main committee be adjourned to some suitable 
day after a month or so.” 

Hindu Leaders’ Attitude Criticised 

The Mussalman members had noted how the Hindu members of the con^- 
ence had selected for this committee almost exclusively th<»e ofaparftcular 
school of thought, and had eliminated some very important members of the Hindu 
community, #hose presence was likely to be very useful in arriving at a sctll^ 
mem. Even the President of the Congress, who had 

the General Committee by the Conference, was eiccluded from the Select Com- 

■ 7 .. 
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mittee by the Hindu members of the General Committee, In iavonr of far less 
eminent persons. Moreover, it had been noted that the Hindu leaders who domi- 
nated the conference, the General Committee and the Select Committee had, for 
some reason, avoided private conferences with Muslim leaders, which had been 
airanged with them ; and their absence from and late arrival at the sub-com- 
mittee’s meetings, did not at any rate seem to indicate an excess of seal for an 
early settlement. As for the views they expressed in the paeetings they did attend, 
we need offer no comment, since the proposals they formulated at various stages 
of the diKussion are the best illustrations of their attitude. 

Adjournment of Conference 

In view of these facts, the Mussalman members could not be very enthusiastic 
with resard to Dr. Moonje’s resolution, nor be very optimistic about the result of 
any further negotiations, without a change of attitude. But they were anxious to 
avoid any total break up of the Conference. It was therefore explained on their 
behalf, that they were greatly disappoihted a.t the way the discussions had pro- 
ceeded, and that if they were to be invited to another meeting merely to be 
persuaded by the Hindu members to accept the proposals which the latter had 
already formulated, they were not inclined to accept such an invitation. If the 
Hindu members offered new proposals hereafter they would gladly respond to 
their invitation and would consider them as carefully and with as great a will to 
reach an equitable and statesmanlike settlement, as they had considered the 
proposals already formulated. Thereupon, the following resolution was finally 
adopted This meeting stands adjourned, but Mr. Jinnah will call a meeting 
of the Unity Conference within three weeks of receiving a unanimous requisition 
from the following gentlemen within six weeks from to-day :~Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. Ansari, Maulana Mohamed All, Dr. 
Kitchlew, Pandit Malaviya, Lala Laipat Rai, Dr. Moonie, Rai Kedarnath, Mr. 
Jairamdas and Sardar Ujjal Singh.” Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy suggested that, 
in the meantime, Hindus and Mussalmans should try to adjust their differences 
through local unity boards, and whenever trouble was apprehended, the orders 
of the authorities should in the first instance be obeyed pending a settlement, and 
that the members of neither community, should take the law into their own hands. 

Before dispersing the General Committee issued the following appeal in the 
form of a resolution which was adopted ”This committee is distressed to find 
that several Hindu-Muslim riots have occurred since it was constituted, leading 
to the loss of Hindu and Muslim lives and property, and inflicting much iniury 
on many of our brethren. This committee earnestly appeals to the people and to 
all men of light and leading throughout the country to use their best endeayour 
to prevent such riots, to put an end to communal tension and .to persuade their co- 
religionists not to take the law into their own hands even under provocation. It 
also appeals to the pe^Ie to establish Local Unity Boards to prevent distur- 
bances, to compose differences and to promote mutual good-wilL” 
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Tli« Siml. Conferenoa having failed Mr. Srinivaia Iyengar eallad 
another Unity Conferenoa at Oalontta which met on the 27A Oetobor and 
oontinned till the next day when the qoeation of moaic before moaqao and 
eow*etaaghter ware taken together and a fomniLi to the aatiafoatkia of aU waa 
ionad. The following ia a fdl report of the prooeedinga of the Gonforenoo 
On the opening day (S^tb) Mr. tente aea IYBN6AB opened the pnweo* 
dinga wiA an Introdnotoiy apeaeh 'oziMidng the aitoation in wbteh the 
OmforuMO mot Mr. linger the ootaet wanted to diepol the mbnndor 
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tbat had >nMD in lorae quartern aa to the otjeot of the Gonfereoee. 
Ha than prooaodad to detail the circmnataneaa which lad to the oalliog 
of the Conferaooe. The AlMiidia Gongresa Committee was charged by the 
Oaubati Congraaa to bring about a setUemeut of the Hindu- Moslem diffareu- 
oaa by the 30th March or April. In a formal meeting of the Working Oom* 
mittee some further resolutions were passed. Taking the practical side of 
the question first, he consulted his colleagues at "Delhi, both Hindu and 
Mahami^dan, about this matter. Mr. Motilal Nehru met the members of 
the^ Hindu Mahasabha at a party where certain tentative resolutions were 
arrived at. Mr. Jinnah and his friends met in a conference and arrived at 
what was called the Delhi proposals. 

He tried also if similar proposals could bo passed by the Hindu Sabha, 
but be failed. The A. I. 0. C. meeting at Bombay adopted the Delhi pro* 
posals after discussing them from their own point of view and after most 
anxious consideration. 

So far as the Unity Conference at Simla was concerned he expected 
that some settlement would be arrived at and he also felt that it might be 
left to the Hindu Mahasabha and the Moslem League, and the Congress 
would not step in unless they failed. Dr. Ansari also took the same view. 
So far as the present Conference was concerned there was no question of 
over-riding the Hindu Sabha or the .Moslem League. 

On the first day of the Conference at Simla, Moslem members said that 
at the Conference only political questions should be taken up, while the 
Hindu members said that only social and religious questions should be taken 
up. But afterwards a committee was formed and agenda drawn up. In that 
committee the Hindu Mahasabha was fully represented, so also the Moslem 
League, but not the Hindu Congressmen. The only question that was sought 
to be thrashed out was that relating to music before mosque question and 
cow'killing. When the Conference separated it was said that if there was 
no requisition for the re-assembling of the Conference within a certain 
time the Conference would be dissolved. In the manner ip which the 
Conference broke there was no possibility of the Conference meeting again. 
After that the situation grew worse. Stabbing attempts at assassinations 
ar d other crimes at Lahore, Poona and other places became so rampant 
that he felt that some steps should be taken to put a stop to these things. 
The Congress could not abdicate its functions. Its position had already been 
seriously undermined by the activities of the communal organisations. He was 
criticising both the Hindu Sabha and the Moslem League. If Swarig meant 
adjustment of communal differences, they must come to some amicable settle* 
ment. Violence produced violence. He did not know if Swaraj was coming 
that day or the day after, but he did know that if Hindus and Mahomedans 
did not compose their differences it was impossible for them to achieve their 
communal prosperity even. 

Proceeding further be said that this Conference was not hatched in 
conspiracy. It did not supersede the Hindu Sabha or the Moslem l eague. 
It was only trying to do> what they failed to accomplish. 

He did not make that statement by way of polemics. There shoidd 
not bo any misonderstanding that Congressmen were trying to jodrqy the 
Hindu Mahasabha and the Moslem League out of their respective epheree 
work. llioBe organisations have their legitimate soope e.g. ednoetion, iooial 
ui^ift and luligioue affaire. These dissensioiic oouM not be eolved oom* 
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nuDallj Imt tbey required a national eolntion. It would be a banbaptoy 
of Indian fotelleot and heart if they ooold not arrfre at tome eolotioii of 
these troubles. 

Mr, MOHAMMAD ALI who next followed also traced the steps leading 
to the eallinir of the Conference. In the course of his speech he condemned 
the murders that had taken place. He said be felt very miserable about 
those wretched murders and he felt more so about the wretcbrd riots. He 
said that too much had been made of murders by Cbarasfa-smokcrs” and it 
was unfair to demand that men of the position of Dr. Ansari should out 
and condemn them. At the Simla Conference Mahomedans selected tbeir 
representatives of the. Committee who were all Congressmen. 

As to the jurisdiction of the Congress he wanted to emphasise what 
the President bad said that it was the' work of the Indian National Con- 
gress. If the two communities are breaking their heads and committing 
all sorts of crimes ft was the prerogative of the Indian National Cohgress> 
as the supreme national institution, to put a stop to this. 

The Moslems kept away from the Congress for sometime and now Dr. 
Moonje and Pandit Malaviya and others were doing so. They came to the 
National Congress to make it national and they would not leave it unless 
they are driven out of it. They met for Swaraj. They mot for common 
social existence. It was extremely ridiculous that the|y were fighting for 
such things as cow-killing and music before mosque. While the Bengal 
detenus were rotting in jails it was extremely pitiable that they were engaged 
in such petty squabbles. 

Mr. T. PRAKASAM said that the Congress had allowed the matter to 
drift for the last five years. It was due to the criminal negligence on the part 
of the Congress and Ehilafat leaders that the present state of things had 
come to pass. The situation was very serious and thyy should devote to it 
most anxious deliberation. He requested that after the present Conference 
had finished its deliberations there should be joint Conference with Lala 
Lajpat Rai, Dr. Moonje and other leaders. 

Babu Bhagawan DAS appealed to the Hindus and Mahomedans to deal 
with the fundamental cause of the whole trouble on their real spiritual basis 
both In their political and religious aspects. He said no pacts or temporary 
pallii.lives would solve the present difficulties. Solution hy in spiritualising 
yeligioii and politics. 

Mr. J. M. SEN-OUPTA said that on three main questions dispute 
between Hindus and Mahomedans arose. They should discuss those ques- 
(sons and arrived i|k some formulas which should be adopted at a resolution. 
And the Congress leaders both Hindu and Moslem should undertake tours 
in the country to familiarise the masses with those formulas. The three items 
on which disputes arose were ; 

(1) Disputes relating to conversion and re-conversion between the two 
communities. (2) Slaughter of cows. (2) Music before mosque. 

These questions were not new. The Delhi Unity Conference resolution 
about this matter might form the dralls for the resolution of this Conference, 
latily the speaker pointed out that it Imd be^n said that the matter slmuld 
be left to communal organisations and Congress should have nothing to do 
with it He strongly oontrotarted sm^ view* If there was anybody com'<> 
piilent to tackle the queotioii« it was dm Indian National Cbngres^ They 
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b*dfi[Mtooloii«.irf not ihirk mpoinibilfty mynon. It «M 

iSSttTSuWe. oommuMl nrianiHtioo eoold Iw aUcto 


AehaTyya P. G. ROY laid that he eame to the Conferenee with whm 
mfnpprebennon and WM agreeably rarpriied tp we luoh a reprewntatif* 
attentonce on Ihe part of Mahomedam. He appealed to all to hold oat the 
oliw-bianeh ai^ look to other countri-s in the world. While Japan, Ohim. 
AfRhaniitan. Persia and Turkey wore otdoyinc independence, 800 million 
liKliaoe oinng to differonMi amoiiR tbemselvei were ilavei in their own 
oount^y. It should rot be thought, said the speaker* that Moslem tntoleraiiott 
and fanaticism were responsible for the present situation. There wai 
fanatioisro on both the siiics. 

The Pr^ident then took up the first question and explained the positioQe 
Mr. A. Kangaswiimi Iyengar then read the resolution as re*drafted in 
oonsequeoce of an informal oonforence earlier in the day among, a few 
lexers. The resolution} which was accepted after a long discussion, is as 
follows 


Resolution on Conversion end R e • e o n v e r t io n . 

“That every individual or group is at liberty to convert or re-convert another by 
argument or persuasion but must not attempt to do so or prevent its being done by foroe, 
fraud or other unfair means ; such as the offering of material inducement. Persons under 
18 years of age should not be converted unless it be along with their parents or guardians. 
If any person under 18 years of age arc found stranded without his parents or guardians 
by persons of another faith, he should be promptly handed over to persons of his own 
faith. There must be no secrecy as to the person, place and manner about any conversion 
or reconversion : 

Nor there should be any demoniitraiion cr iubilation in support of any oonvertlon 
or re-eonvcrsion ; 

“ Whenever any complaint is made in respect of any conversion or rr-oonveraion 
that it was effected by force or unfair means or whenever any person under 18 years of 
age is converted the matter shall be enquired into and discussed by arbitrators who shall 
be appointed by the Working Committee either by name or under general regulations**. 

Then the President suggested that the question of cow-killing and music 
before mosques should be taken together. They could d^'cide the questions 
on ths basis, (i) of freedom (ii) of restriction and (iii) of custom. He 
then called upon Dr. Ansari to explain the situation as it stood at the present 
moment. 

Dr. M. A. ANSARI placed before tbe Conferenee both the Hindu and 
Muslim view-points with regard to oow-questfon and that relating to mut*o 
before mosques. He dealt with the several points at dispute both at the 
Simla Conference and subsequently. 

The restrictions put on Hindu processions accompanied with music make 
the Hindus ieel that they roust exercise their right and they go on exeroiaiDg 
their right not only in the proper manner but sometimes they do it in such 
a way as to excite passions of the other community. Similarly as regards 
saorifioe of cows its restrictions by regulations made by Municipalities aud 
local bodies are resented by tbe Mussalmans. 

During the days of Non-co-operation there was absolutely no restrietioo 
on saorifioe of cows by our Hindu brethren. The whole thing was left to the 
Muslims. At that time in Delhi we succeeded in our endeavours to rednee 
aow-SBorifiee from 700 to 3 or 4. This was not done in one year but in 3 or 
4 sabsequent years. Itet directly the feelings between the Hindus and Mur 



54 THE CALCUTTA UIHTY CONFERENCE fCAXCOTTA. 

•alnans were strained and regulations were made in Municipalities and local 
bodies to restrict the sacrifice of cows when the Mussalmaiis at once started 
it with more vigour and the number in Delhi during the last ot ^^ears has 
gone to four or five hundred. We who have been trying our best to restrict 
the slaughter of cows do not meet srith any success simply because the Mus- 
Salmans say : " If the Hindus are try|ng to restrict it by means of Municipal 
legislation and executive order we are not going to restrict the slaughter and 
sacrifice of cows.’* 

The position of both the communities as it was when the Simla Unity 
Conference finished its labour is this : — 

Mussalmans say that slaughter of cows and sacrifice of cows should 
take place in slaughter houses in towns* and in villages slaughter should take 
place in slauu’hter houses and the sacrifice should take place in those locali* 
ties or bouses which may be fixed or which are not open to the public. But 
in places where there are no slaughter houses they should be provided for the 
purpose. 

Hjridus want that slaughter or sacrifios of cows should take place only 
in slaughter houses and those slaughter houses should be outside the inhabited 
areas atid further there should be no sacrifice in any place wh.re sacrifice 
did never take place before. Further there should be no sacrifice or slaughter 
of cows in sacred places of the Hindus and Sikhs. In new places* towns 
and other areas slaughter or sacrifice should be decided by the Hindu* Sikh 
and Muslim inhabitants of those places* towns and areas. 

As regards sale of beef pork and oth;^r kinds of meat so far as the 
Muslims are conceriied they do not want restrictions but the Hindus want 
them. 

Cow Sacrifice. 

One point which I want to mention in this conpection is this : that in 
many parts of India* in Bengal* saorifioe of cows takes place in private houses. 
In a large part of India sacrifice of cows takes place in private houses 
during the Idd days t.s., for 3 days only. It was suggested by the Muslims 
that the slaughter or saorifioe of cows* if it takes place in private houses 
which are not exposed to the public gase* will prevent friction between the 
two two communities. In that case cows will not have to be taken to the 
slaughter bouse and brought back again to the house of the owner. Hindus 
objected to it. They said that their feeling is more hurt by the knowledge 
that cows arc being sacrificed in localities somewhere near their dwellings. 

Slaughter and sacrifice of cows should tike place in slaughter housee 
which should be provided for the purple throughout India. Aut where 
none exists no oljeetlon should be taken. ' Dr. Eitehlew accepted this formula 
with one proviso — that there should be no restriction as regards new places. 
There was one restriction put by the Hindus with regard to new places. 

His proposition was that there should be slaughter and saorifioe fn towne 
and in villages where there ere slaughter, houses. But where there is no 
daughter houses they should be done or perfonned in housee or enebcuree 
which are not open to the Hindu piieeerrby. And there should be no reir.. 
tHotion as regards opening of da^hter houses in new pleoes either tempera* 
rQy or permanently. As regards die eale of various kmds of meat thero 
diooM be no reitrietion. 

Hindus wanted reitriodon. Tlu^ demanded diat no new dangUer 
liow be opened in ptaeep whme ’ there are none. Slaedi^ mA 
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Baerribt sliould on no account be afiowed there* Siinilarly in places of 
ssDOljty of Hindus and Sikhs there should be no slaughter and sacrifice. 

Now the position comes to this. On the one hand there was no insfs- 
tonoe on restriction and on the other there was the Insistence in the reoognr 
lion of rights and restrictions as regards slaughter and sacrifice of cows. 
Hiodus want to assert their rights regarding music before mosque and the 
Mussalmans want to exercise their right relating to slaughter or sacrificfe 
of cows. They are willing to do it in «ieh a way as not to hurt the feelings 
of the other oommunityi and for that purpose they have in their resolutions 
placed various restrictions and in the alternative resolution they have gone 
80 far as to give up their right of sacrificing cows in private houses and to 
those places whexe they have not got that right. 

Mnsic Question. 

As regards music the Hindu position in this : They want to have 
perfect freedom to carry processions along public thoroughfares aocompaoied 
with music. But they are willing to stop only non*roligious musical pro* 
cessions in front of certain historic mosques. 

Muslims on the other hand demand that at the time of their oongrega* 
tional prayer hours — four times a day — musical procession (religious and 
non*religious) should bo stopped at some distance of the mosque iwd as 
soon as the prayer is over they can pass the mosque with music. 

I have placed before you the situation as it stands to*day and it is lot 
you to find out a formula acceptable to all. 


SECOND DAY--28TH OCTOBER 1927, 

The Conference re-assembled next day (the 28th) at 8*30 a.m. Mr. A. K. 
Asad attended the Conference, At the outset Dr. Ansari moved 

** This Conference expreeses its unqualified condemnation of tbe mnrderoni asuaolli 
that have recently taken place and appeals to the lioslem and Hindu leaders to do their 
utmost to create an atmosphere of non-violence in the country." 

In tooving it Dr. Ansari said that an atmosphere of non-violenoe should 
prevail in the country before they could do anything further. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. The President after reading 
the resolutions of which notices he got, put forth before the Conference the 
draft of the resolution which he had arrived at in consultation with some 
other leaders. The resolution was to the following effect 

Resolution on Cow ft Mnsic Question. 

Whereas no community in India should impose or seek to impose its religious oblige* 
tions or religions views upon any other commnnity, but the free procession and praotioe 
of religion sbonld, tabjeot to public order and morality, be guaranteed to every oommo* 
nity and person. . .. 

Hindus are at liberty to take processions and play mnsio before mosques at any time 
for religions or soeial purposes ; but there should be no prooemon nor special demonstra- 
tion in front of mosques nor shall the songs or music pmyed in front of such mosques be 
such as are caloniated to cause annoyance, special disturbance or offence to the worshippers 
in the mosques. . 

Mostems ehall be at liberty to eacrifioe or elanghter oowe in exercise of their rights In 
•ny town mr village in any place not being a thoroughfare nor one in the vicinity of a 
temple or a mandir nor one exposed to the gaie of tbe Hindus. 
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Om ihottkl sot iM led la proemkm aor la ilemoiiitratloa for laerttlae or tlaigliler* 
HeThig regard to the deep-rooted eeatimeat of the Hiada oomoinnity In the matter of oow- 
fcilling, the Mnellm eonmontty ie eameetly appealed to eo eondnet the cow eaerlAoe ae 
not to eaeee annoyanoo to the Hindni in the toirn or Tillage eoneemed. 

Tbie Conferenoe eipreeiei its naqaalified oondcnnation of the murderous asianlts that 
hare recently taken place and appeals to Moslem and Hindu leaders to do their utmost to 
create an atmosphere pf non-Tiolenoe in the country. 

An Amendment. 

Mr. Baj Eumar Chakrabarty moved an amendment which had the 
rapport of Maulvi Mpjibar Rahamani Maulvi Akrnm Khani Babu Nripendra 
Chandra Baneijee and Baba Upeodra Chandra Baneijee. It was to the 
following effect. 

Subject to any local variations that the Congress might devise for any province, resol- 
ved that the Hindus sbould have the freeiidm to lead prooesBions with music along all 
public thoroughfares at any time and the Muasalmans also have freedom to slaughter cows 
in their mosques and prirate houses. 

Maulvi Akram Khan in supporting the amendment asked for freedom 
for both communities. Baba Purusottam Rai said the resolution should be 
made franklyi without any hidden meaning and in such a way as not to admit 
of different and coaflicting interpretations. 

The PRESIDENT in explaining the draft of the resolution whfch he 
put before the meeting dwelt at length on the situation. He said that too 
many restrictions or making room for too many local variations would only 
lead to endless discussions. They should attack the question as practical 
men. Too much idealism should also be guarded against. He knew that 
conditions varied in different places. In the present state of things instance 
on custom or existing rights was also futile. To do so would be to abdicate 
their functions. They all knew that in times of troubles contending parties 
gave different and conflicting versions of custom or existing rights. They 
had got to settle their own affairs. The Government would not do anything. 
Either they were unwilling or incompetent to do anything in the matter. 

Having regard to the feelings of the Hindus certain restrictions as to 
cow*killing had to be made. Personally it did not hurt him. But it did hurt 
the majority of the Hindus. And their solution of the problem must be 
aoeeptable to the great bulk of the Hindu community. Otherwise it would be 
futile. The speaker warned the meeting against too many restrietions. The 
fewer the restrietioDSi the more the ehanees of soceess. 

As for the music before mosque questioDi Mahomedau friends had agreed 
diit there should not be any stoppage of music in front of mosques* only it 
•boold not be of such a eharaoter as to cause annoyance and irritation. Their 
dn^ was now clear. If they were to act on this experiment by propaganda 
and organieation they would have to edueate the masses about the solution 
tliey bad arrived at. The adoption of this resolution was likely to lead to 
#eiae dtlBepItiee is some pleoes but having regard to the relief it would give in 
tha Bielority of idaoes it ebould be aooepted. For instanoa this was likely to 
eaaeo trouUee in Madras* where there was the eustom of stopping music 
biiore mosque but he was astonished to find that Moslem leaders of tlu^ idaoe 
com to him and assure him that they were agreeable to any aolu^km might 
devise* 

Goattouing the speaker said that diffienltiea eould not be solved by 
passbg resolution but they must arrive at some formula whieh weuld faa 
aoeeptabis to both Hindu and Moslam work^ 



RINDU-MUSUM SETTLEMENT ti 

tb^ meoeeded in nubing k tointion H wooki b6 s great impatoi tc 
the fiwenj moveinent and would lead to oordtalitj of oommunal relation and 
woidd'depriTe their English friends of their ezoases for remaining in the 
eountrp. The present time was very opportQne» said the speaker. Make* 
medana were now different in their spirit. They were anxious for settlement. 
The idea that Mahomedans were not anxious for settlement was a mistaken 
idea. The difference between Congress and Don*Congress Mahomedans about 
this matter was fast disappearing. 

Proceeding further the speaker said that thry must go through a middle 
course and not insist on existing customs and rights They had to rescue the 
people, from the pool of distrusti ill-will and animosities in which they had 
fallen, by sacrifice and conversion. 

These quarrels, the speaker went on, prcfittod no body. As a result of 
this more cows had been sacrificed and existing rights bad been curtailed by 
Magisterial orders. If the Hindus and Mahomedans wanted unity there must 
be some adjustment. There was no question of surrender. It was a question 
of balancing. 

Other Amendments. 

Mr. T. PRAKASAM said that the proposals they should arrive at should 
be acceptable not only to the Mahomedans but also to the Hindus. He was 
anxious that what they should arrive at should be reasonable, just and accept* 
able not to unreasonable people but to reasonable people and which might 
ultimately form the basis of legislation to be passed by the Assembly. 

Speaking for bis province the adoption of the resolution of Mr. Iyengar 
would lead to serious trouble and complication. He moved the following 
amendments : — 

(1) That Mussalmana shall be at Hbeity to slaughter cows subject to the Local and 
Mnnicipal Laws and decrees or any special agreements and also subject to any nsages or 
enstoms that bad been prevailing in different provinces prior to 1922. 

In towns and villages that might hereaiter come into existence, the matter shall be 
settled by a joint board of Hindus and Mussalmans. 

(2) (a) That Hindus shall be at liberty to play musio in all public tborongbtares 
subject to any local usages or enstoms that may have been' obtaining prior to 1922 and 
also iobjeot to any decrees or agreements between the two ocmmuDlties in regard to 
playing of musio in front of specified mosques. 

(b) Neither the Hindns nor Mussalmans shall qlalm any right or usage to insist on 
preventing any music in the houses or places of worship of tbe other community at any 
time. Neither of them shall be at liberty to set op any suob usage or custom. 

The cow question was not a live one on this part of the country but the 
musio question had led to such troubles as there had not been in any other 
place. He cited for instance a case where a party got by decree a right to 
play musio. But even after the decree that right was objected to and &e 
Magistrate had to intervene, and he prohibited by order to play musio even 
in their own private houses. At Nellore a decree of the District Judge 
was executed according to his order with the aid of the military and pollee. 
But afterwards Nellore was under Section 144 ahd the Magistrate proUbi* 
ted music. That happened in March 1927. The Vakil who labored In 
this cause, was attacked with knife end narrowly escaped getting killed* 
Hit assistant was beaten, his car burnt. All tb it happened with regard to a 
deoree that had been executed with the aid of the military and police only 
a few months ago. Law, order and dt^rees were unavailing for these peopli* 
How to give relief to scuA oases, asked the speaker. 

8 



S» THE CALCUTTA UNITY CONFERENCE [CAUCVTTA 

Mr. M. Shafi Daudi. — That wai all the more reason formuladiig such a 
reaoIotioD. 

Mr. T. Prahasam.— You must make proTision to meet snob oases and 
ramoTe the causes that have led to such a situation. The reason for all this 
is due to the fact that we all abdicated our position. 

Mr. Saukat Ali.-- 'Yes, we did it and we have come back again to fight 
for Swaraj. 

Mr. S. lYENGAH, following, said it would be distinctly underetood 
that they were discussing the proposals on the basis of Mahomedan oo* 
operation. If the Mahom^ans and Hindus act np to this the whole thing 
would be a success. Otherwise it would fail as similar attempts on their 
part had failed. They all knew the resolutions would be attacked on both 
sides. Mere passing of pious resolutions would not do. The price which 
the Hindus had to pay for that harmony was oo ignominous surrender of their 
rights. Nor had the Mahomedan friends come back to Congress to drive an 
unfair bargain. It was their hunger for Swarid which brought them back. 
The President then appealed to all to bury the dead past, the memory of 
which was bitter. 

Komar Oangananda Singh moved an amendment in terms of the Hindu 
proposals at the Simla Unity Conference. 

Dr. Ansaris Support. 

Dr. ANSARI supporting the resolution said that it was clear that there 
was a concensus of opinion on the basis of freedom. It was after due con- 
sideration to the views prevalent among those who were present there that 
they had come to that resolution. The basis of the resolution was freedom 
for music before mosque and freedom for cow sacrifice, with only such 
reservations that should not be difficult for Hindu and Moslem leaders, who 
were really anxious for unity to accept. Criticising the resolution of Kumar 
Oangananda Singh, the speaker said that the principles of the two resolutions 
were entirely different. One was liberty of right with voluntary restrictions 
and the other was restriction of rights. 

Mr. Shafi D^udi and Mr. P. K. Chakrabarty and Babu Gopabandhu Das 
further supported the resolution of Mr. lyenger. 

Mr. Raj Kumar Chakrabarty withdrew his motion. The motion of 
Mr. T. Prakasam and Kumar Oangananda Sing were lost. 

Mr. Srinivasa lyenger’s resolution was carried with only Mr. Prakasam 
and Kumar G. Singh dissentiDg. 

Mr. Lalit Mohan Das then moved the following resolution which was 
carried. 

That this Confenaoe requests the All-India CongicH Committee to appoint a Oob- 
Bsittee of not less than five persons with power to co-opt for each provinoe for makiag 
foar in the eonntry for propaganda work in connection with the question of Hiadn- 
iloslem nnity. 

That the Committee will try to impress upon the people the vital urgency of the 
problem and to urge them to act according to the resolutiona of the Unity Conferenbe. 

Rev. Andrews said that communal squabble in India was spreading to 
Indians overseas. 

After Mr. P. E. Chakrabarty end Mr. Shyamsundar Ghakiabarty had 
thanked toe Preaident the Conference came to a oloae. 



The Statutory Commission on Reforms. 

Hffl KzoeUenoy the Viceroy in a statement” announced the appointment 
of the Statotory Commission on Reforms on the 8th November. 1997. 
The Commission would be presided over by the celebrated constitutional 
lawyer Sir John Simon and assisted by 6 other members of the Parliament. 
His Excellency explained in detail the ob{dct of the Commission and stated 
that with a view to elicit the Indian opinion on the subieot the British 
Parliament Intended to invite the central Icj^islature to appoint a Joint 
Select Committee which would draw up its views and proposals and lay 
them before the Commission/’ It was further intended to adopt a similar 
procedure in the case of the provincial legislatures. 

His Excellency pointed out that after the publication of the report and 
its examination on the part of the British and Indian Governments, the 
Commission would present the proposals to Parliament which would after- 
wards refer them to a Joint Parliamentary Committee. 

On the 15th of November, the House of Lords passed the 2nd reading 
of the Statutory Commission Bill and on the 24th of November Lord 
Birkenhead in moving the resolution on the Commission expressed his 
opinion to the effect that he regarded the Commission as an exceptionally 
intelligent jury going to India with no preconceived prejudices. Hia Lordship 
wanted to emphasize the fact that the Committee of the Indian legislature 
had been invited in a spirit of great sincerity to co-operate as colleagues 
with the Commission and explained that the difficulty of finding out truly 
representative Indians stood in the way of including them on the Commission. 

On the 24th November, the resolution was moved in the Commons 
by Earl Winterton, who inoidentally informed Col. Wedgwood that the 
cost of the Commission would be borne by the Indian revenues but His 
Majesty’s Government would contribute £20.000 towards it. 

It should be noted that while so much was going on in the Government 
circles both in England and in India to make the Commission a success an 
important section of the Lalxmr Party began to express views on the Com- 
mission which wore not exactly complimentary. Some of the Labour 
members pointed out that some extension and amendment were necessary 
to remove the doubts and defects appertaining to the Commission. Miss 
Wilkinson. Labour M. P., considered the Commission as an outrage on the 
main principles for which the War was said to have been fought. Mr. 
Maiitori. Lab »ur M. P., declared that the Labour Party should not be partners 
to this humiliation to India. He was decidedly of opinion that in any 
honourable settlement of the Indian constitution, the chosen representatives 
of India should have equal status with the representatives of Great Britain. 
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and Mr. George Lausbury informed Lord Birkenhead 
that unless the Government modified in a manner aoeeptahle to Indian 
opinion, they would be compelled to request the Labour Mem^n of the 
Commission to withdraw. Moreo\ jir. they were strongly of opinion Qiat 
the Committee of the Central legislature should have the eame stotoa and 
authority os the Commission. 

Pandit Motilal N.bnii who was then staying in England* wrote to Ur« 
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Lsntlmry ander inttruetfont from tbe Preiident and Soeretary of the Indian 
National Congress ashing him to oonsider the adyiiability of withdrawing 
labour members from the CoromiBsfon and desisting from all efforts at a 
compromise. He stated that India expected the firm support of the Labour 
Party and no proposal short of some suitable form of full responsible Govern- 
ment would satisfy the Congress. He was convinced that the action of the 
Government was merely strengthening the hands of those who were working 
for complete independence and the Government was unwittingly playing 
into their hands. 

On the 19th Novemberi a meeting of the Independent Labour Party 
was held strongly protesting against the exclusion of the Indians from the 
Commission and parsed a resolution to the effect that the Labour Party 
should ask the I^^ur Members of the Commission to withdraw unless 
Indian representatives were placed on a footing of full equality with the 
British representatives. 

It might be recalled that at the Labour Party Conference at Blackpool 
which took place early in Ootober a resolution was passed drclaring for the 
early appointment of the Commission, but at the same time stipulating 
that any Commission appointed must be one which would command the 
confidence of the Indian people. The Commission failed to meet the 
latter condition, since by no stretch of language could it be said to 
cbmmand the cor<fidenc6 of the Indian people. As a consequence there 
was a strong feeling amongst the rank and file of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party that, failing an agreement on the part of the Government to appoint 
Indian representatives on the Commission, the two Labour nominees should 
be withdrawn. 

Subsequently negotiations were conducted by a special sub-committee 
of the Party with Lord Birkenhead regarding an alternative proposal which 
Labour suggested that tbe Government should adopt. It was that tbe Joint 
Committee of the Indian Legislature should be given an equality of status, 
with the British Commission, and that this Indian Committee should collect 
evidence, draft proposals, and present these direct to tbe Imperial Parlia- 
ment in the same way that the British Commission will present its report. 
What fuilher transpired in the negotiations vras not made public but 
the result of the negotiations was reported to the Parliamentary Labour 
Party which decided in their meeting held on the 24th November not 
to withdraw their members from the Commission. Not only this, during 
the Second Beading of the Statutory Commission Bill in the House oi Lords, 
Lord Olivier gave his full support to it. 

In India the announcement of tbe Simon Commission raised a veritable 
political storm. IJia Excellercy tbe Viceroy’s eloquent appeal " if differ 
they must, they should differ as friends and not stand aside ” fell in deaf 
can. Moderates, Ncn-co-operators, Home Bulers all joined hands in 
denounoiog the Commission. The erstwhile supporters of the Montagu 
Reforms and tbe Government of India Act, 1 919 changed their ground and 
were auffloieDtly loud in expressing their dis-approbation. 

The exclusion of the Indians from the Commission was regai3"ed as a 
direct insult to tke inteUigeuoe of India and once more with grief atid ’ .shame 
ahe realised that ** stifferanee was the badge of her tribe.” 

There was hardly any party in India wbicL could be found to be so 
poor as to do honour to the Commissiom With tbe exception of tbe 
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Eoitvam Aiioei>tion, iha Anglo’lndian Pnm and a lamll wcfeionoftta 
M«bom6danf headed by Sir M* Shafi in the Paniab, the whole of Indio 
•tood M (me man agaioat the peraonnd and the-proposed methoda of toe 
Commiaeion. 

Meetinga weae held all throughont India; in all the provinoei and to 
all the big towna recording their emphatui proteat againat the ^ramiaaion. 
And in faet all ahadea of opinion merged in a common unanimity in condemn* 
ing the Commiaaion. Moderatea and £ztremi»ta, Swarajiata and No*obangera» 
Congreaamen and Loyaliata all atood on the same platform. Th'^re waa 
hardly any room for difference of opinion. People of all ahadea of opinion 
were nnambignoos in their intentiona. The deliberate ezolnaion of Indiana 
from the Commiaaion waa an arrogant inanlt to an .entire nation ai^* aa 
euob, war moat be launched against it as a matter of principle* Iriterviewa* 
letters and reports of protest meetings advocating complete boycott of the 
Commission were pouring in ceaselessly. Prominent leadere like Sir T. B. 
Sapm, Sir C. Setalr^dt Dr. Besant, Sir A. Rahim on the one hafid and the 
Congress President and the Swarajists on the other operily advised their 
countrymen to abstain from helping the Commission in any way. Boycott was 
freely regarded as the only effective weapon against an unwarrantable insult 
hurled at the heads of a people who piously hoped for far better things till at 
last hope deferred made their hearts sick. From the Pui jab to Burma men of 
different calling belonging to various political parties bolding divergent 
and inter^'sta, all united to lodge a common protest against the CommiMion. 
The “ hona'fides ” of the Conservative Party in instituting the Commission 
was strongly suspected and the leaders of the different parties took no pains 
to conceal that the Conservatives in Parliament were adopting rushing tactics 
in Indian affairs lest they might lose their chance in the next General Election. 
The British Parliament stood condemned before the eyes of patient and suffer- 
ing India and her deputation for justice was considerably lowered in the 
estimution of the Indians at large. The Commission was merely regarded 
as one more glaring instance of the insincerity of Great Britain in her policy 
towards India. 


The Viceroy's Announcement. 

H. K. the Viceroy made the following annouDcement in New Delhi on 
the 8th November : — 

Eight years ago the British Parliament enacted a Statute which regulated 
the conditions under which India might learn, by actual experience, whether 
or not the western system of representative government was the roost a()pro« 
priate means through which she might attain responsible self-government within 
the Empire* That Statute never professed to incorporate irrevocable decisions 
and recognised that the work most of necessity be reviewed in the light of 
fuller knowledge with the lapse of years. Parliament accordingly enacted that 
at the end often years at the latest, a Statutory Commission should be appointed 
to examine and report upon the progress made. 

The Delay in Appointing Commission. 

Considerable pressure has, during recent years been exercised to serare 
anticipati<m of the Statute, but His Majesty’s Government^ has lutherto felt that 
circumstances hi India were not such as to juicily, in the interests ^ li^ia 
itself; the advancement of the date at which the futuie development of the Con^ 
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stitution would be considered. So Imig as the unwise counsels of political non- 
co-operation prevailed, it was evident that the conditions requisite tor the calm 
appraisement of a complicated constitutional problem were lacking and that 
an earlier enquiry would have been likely only to crysuUiae hi opposition two 
points of view between which it must be the atm ai^ the duty of statesmanship 
to effect reconciliation. But there have been ugns latterly that while those who 
have been foremost in advancing the claims of India to full self-government have 
in no way abandoned the principles they have felt it their dn^ to assert, yet 
there is in many quarters a greater disposition to deal v^h xnt actual facts of 
the situation and to appreciate what 1 believe to be most indubitably, true, namdy, 
that the differences which exist on these matters are differences of method or 
peace and not differences of principle or disagreements as to the goal which we 
all alike desire to reach. 

It is also certain that a review, if it Is to be thorough and deal adequately 
with the iinues that will claim attention, it will have much ground to cover and 
both for this stage and for those that ‘will necessarily follow, it is important to 
ensure a sufficient allowance of time without unduly postponing the date by 
which final action could be undertaken. 

Communal Tension. 

Their is another element in the present position which is immediately relevant 
to the question of whom the work of the Commission should begin. We are all 
aware of the great, unhappily great, part played in the life of India recently by 
ccmmunn] tension and antagonism and o the obstacle thus imposed to Indian 
political development. It might be argued that, in such circumstances, it was 
desirable to dcuiy the institution of the Commission as long as possible in the 
hope that this trouble might, in the meantime, abate. On the other hand, it 
seems not impossible that the uncertainly of what constitutional clianges might 
be imminent may have served to sharpen this antagonism and that each side may 
have been consciously or unconsciously actuated by the desire to strengthen as 
they supposed, their relative position in anticipation of the Statutory Commission. 
Wh( never such activities may first begin, the result is to create a vicious circle 
in which all communities are likely to feel themselves constrained to extend their 
measures of self-clcfence. 

The fact that these fierce antagonisms are irreconcilable with the whole idea 
of Indian Nationalism has not been powerful enough to exercise its influence over 
great numbers of people in all classes and I suspect that the communal issue is so 
closely interwoven in the political that suspense and uncertainly in regard to the 
political react rapidly and unfavourably upon the communal situation. Fear is 
frecjuently the parent of bad temper and when men are afraid, as they are to-day, 
of the effect unknown political changes may have, they are abnormally ready to 
seek relief from, and an outlet for, their fears in violent and hasty action. In so 
far as these ttoubles are the product of suspense, one may hope for some relief 
through action taken to limit the period of uncertainty. 

The Commission and its Task. 

Having regard to such considerations as these. His Majesty’s Government 
has decided to invite Parliament io advance the date of the enquiry and to assent 
forthwith to the establishment of the Commission. Subject to the obtaining of 
this necessary authority, His Majesty’s .Government hopes that the Commission 
will proceed to India as early as pcjssible id the new year for a short visit, re- 
turning to India in October tor the performance of their main tadk. 

Toe task of the Commission will be no easy one. In the governing words 
of the Statute which will constitute ita terms of reference, it will be charged with 
inquiring into the working of the system of government, the growth of education 
and the development of representative institutions in British India and nmtmrs 
connected the^wiih and to what extent It is desirable to establish the principle 
of responsible government or to extehd, modify oi restrict the decree of Respon- 
sible Government then existing, therein induding the question whether the ettisb- 
Jishment of second chambers of the local kgiflatores is or is not desirable. 

fill Hsjesty’s Government have natoratly gives careful thooght to the ntmt 
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a|>pfopiate agency for the conduct ^ an enquiry so comprehensive and unres- 
tricted* The question of what should be the composition of the Commission is one 
to whi^ the answer must inevitably be greatly influenced by the nature of the 
task which Parliament has to perform in the light of its advice in order that the 
decision at which His Majesty’s Government have arrived may be fully under- 
sood. It is necessary to state in a few words^what they conceive that task tr 
be. If it were simply the drawing up of a constitution which Parliament-— whic I 
must, in any circumstances be the final arbiter— would impose on India fron 
without, the problem would be comparatively simple, but that is not the case 
His Majesty’s Government conceive that the preamble to the Act of 1919 recoj^ 
nised in effect that with the development of Indian political thought, during th< 
last generation, legitimate aspirations towanis responsible government had bee; 
formed of which account must be taken. His MajestVs present Governmen 
desire no less to take account of these aspirations and their hope is to lay befor 
Parliament, after the investigation into the facts prescribed by the Act, th 
conclusions which shall, so far as is practicable, have been reached by agreemen 
with all the parties concerned. It is with this object steadily in view that Hi' 
Majesty’s Government have considered both the composition of the Commissiot 
and the procedure to be followed in dealing with its report. 

Composition of the Commission. 

It would be generally agreed that what is required is a Commission whicl 
would be unbiassed and competent to present an accurate picture of facts to 
Parliament, but it must be found willing to take whatever action a Study of these 
facts may indicate to be appropriate. 

To fulfil the first requirement, it would follow that the Commission should be 
such as may approach its task with sympathy and a real desire to assist India 
to the utmost of its power, but with minds free from preconceived conclusions 
on either side. I) is however open to doubt whether a Commission constituted 
so as to include a substantial proportion ot Indian members, and, as riahtly 
would, British official members also, would satisfy the first condition of reading 
conclusions unaffected by any process of*’ a priori ” reasoning. On the one hand, 
it might be felt that the desire, natural and legitimate, of the Indian members to 
see India a self-governing nation could hardly fail to colour their judgment of 
her present capacity to sustain the role. On the other hand, there are those 
who might hold trat British official members wou d be less than human if their 
judgment were not in some degree affected by long and close contact with the 
questions to which they would now be invited to apply impartial minds. 

But even after such a Commission had written its report. Parliament would 
inevitably approach the consideration of it with some element of mental reserva- 
tion due to an instinctive feeling that the advice in more than one case represen- 
ted views to which the holder was previously committed. It would move un- 
certainly among conclusions the exact value of which, owing to unfamiliarity with 
the minds of their framers, it would feel unable to appraise. 

We should, however, be making a great mistake if we supposed that these 
matters were purely constitutional or could be treated merely as the subject 
of judicial investigation. Indian opinion has a clear title to ask that in the 
elatoration of a new instrument of Government, their solution of the problem or 
their judgment on other solutions which may be proposed should be made an 
integral factor in the examination of the question and be given due weight. In 
the ultimate decision, it is therefore essential to find means by which Indians 
may be made parties of the deliberations so nearly affecting the future of their 
country. 

Balancing these various considerations and endeavouring to give due 
weight to each. His Majesty’s Govemmebt have decided upon the following 
procedure. Th^ propose to recommend to His Majesty that the Statutory Com- 
mission riuMild be composed as follows 

Chairman. 

The Right Hon’ble Sir John Simson. 
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Members. 

The Viscount Burnham. Lord Strathcona. The Hon’ble £. C. Cadogan. 
The Right Hon’ble Stephen Wal^. Colonel the Right Hon’ble George Lane-Fox. 
Major C. R. Attlee. 

Legislatures to be Consulted. 

His Majesty^s Government cannot of course dictate to the Commission 
what procedure it shall follow, but they are of opinion that its task in taking 
evidence would be greatly facilitated if it were to invite the Central Legislature 
to appoint a Joint Select Committee chosen from its elected and nominated 
unofficial members which would draw up its view and proposals in writing and 
lay them before the Commission for examination in such manner as the latter 
may decide. This Committee might remain in being for any consultation which 
the Commission might desire at subsequent stages of the enquii 7 . It should be 
clearly understood that the purpose oT the suggestion is not to limit the discre- 
tion of the Commission in hearing other witnesses. His Majesty’s Government 
suggest that a similar procedure should be adopted with the provincial legis- 
latures. 

The vast area to be covered may make it desirable that the task of taking 
evidence on the more purely administrative questions involved should be under, 
taken by some other authority which would be in the closest touch with the 
Commission. His Majesty’s Government suggest that the Commission on arrival 
in India should consider and decide by what machinery this work may most 
appropriately be discharged. This will not, of course debar the Commission 
from the advantage of taking evidence itself upon these subjects to whatever 
extent it may think desirable. 

When the Commission has reported and its report has been examined by 
the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government, it will be the duty of 
the latter to present proposals to Parliament, but it is not the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to ask the Parliament to adopt these proposals without 
first giving a full opportunity for India’s opinion of different schools to contri- 
bute its view upon them. And, to this end, it is intended to invite Parliament 
to refer these proposals for consideration by a Joint Committee of both the 
Houses, and to facilitate the presentation to that Committee both the view of 
the Indian Central Legislature by a delegation who will be invited to attend and 
confer with the Joint Committee and also of the views of any other bodies whom 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee may desire to consult. 

In the opinion of His Majesty’s Government, the procedure contemplated 
fulfils to a very great extent the requisities outlined above. 

Advantages of the Commission. 

Such a Commission drawn from the men of every British political party and 
presided over by one whose public position is due to outstanding ability and 
character will evidently bring fresh, trained and unaffected judgment to bear 
upon an immensely complex constitutional issue. Moreover, thv findings of some 
of its own members can count in advance upon a favourable reception at the 
hands of Parliament which will recognise them to speak from a common plat- 
form of thought ahd to apply standards of judgment wnich Parliament will feel 
instinctively to be its own. 

For myself, 1 cannot doubt that the quickest and surest path of those who 
desire Indian pogress is by the pursuasion of Parliament and that they can do 
this more certainly through members of both Houses of Parliament than in any 
other way. The Indian Nationalist has gained much if he can convince members 
of Parliament on the spot ; and I would therefore go further and say that if 
those who speak for India have confidence in the case they advance on her 
behalf, they ought to welcome such an opportunity being afforded to as many 
members of the British Legislature as many there, to come into contact with 
the realities of Indian life and politics. Furthermore while it is, for thes reasons, 
of undoubted advanta^^e to all who desire an extension of the reforms that their 
case should be heard in the first Instances by those who can command the un- 
questioned confidence of Parliament, I am sanguine enough to suppose that the 
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me liad chosen by His Majesty’s Government win also assnre to Indians i 
better opportunity than they could have enjoyed nr any other way of influencing 
the passage of these great events. For. not only will they, through represettta« 
fives of tht Indian Legislatures, be able to expresa tnemselves freely to the 
Commission itself, but it will also be within their power to challenge in detail or 
principle any of the proposals made by His ^Ma'esty's Government before tm 
Joint ^lect Committee of Parliament and to advocate their own solution. It 
should be observed moreover, that, at this stage, Parliament will not have been 
asked to express any opinion on particular proposals and therefore, so iar as 
Parliament is concerned, the whole field will still be open. 

Differ as Friends, but do not Stand Aside.” 

I hope that there will be none, whatever may be their political opinion, 
who will fail to take advantage of this potent means thus presented to them of 
establishing direct contact between the Indian and British peoples. There will 
be some whose inclination, it may be, will prompt them to condemn the scheme 
of procedure on which His Majesty’s Government has decided. Others mae 
criticise this or that part of the proposals. The reply to these Utter is that tlw 
plan outlined stands as a single, comprehensive whole nnd should be so regarded. 
Of the first, I would ask in all sincerity whether disagreement on the particular 
machinery to effect the end which we all alike pursue is sufficient ground for any 
man to stand aside and decline to lend his weight to the joint effort of the 
people that this undertaking represents. 1 can never conceal from myself that 
there are and will be differences of opinion between the two peoples just as there 
are differences of opinion within Great Britain and India on these matters. It 
is through disagreement and the clash of iudgment that it is given to us to 
ultimately approach the knowledge of the Truth. It is also inevitable that on 
issues so momentous, differences of judgment will be founded on deep and sincere 
conviction, but, if difficult, our general line of conduct is surely plain. Where 
possible, it is our duty to brinir these differences to agreement. When this is 
at any given moment not practicable with >ut surrender of something fundamental 
to our position, it is our duty to differ as friends, each respecting the stand* 
point of the other and each being careful to see that we say or do nothing. This 
will needlessly aggravate differences which we are unable immediately to resolve. 

The effect that such differences will have upon the relations between the 
countries will depend upon something which lie deeper than the differences them- 
selves. All friendships are subject at times to strains which try the tempers 
and lay men under the necessity of exercising considerable forbearance and 
restraint. Such strains are indeed a sovereign test ; for, just at one is the 
stronger for rising superior to the te mptation to which another yields, so true 
friendship flourishes on the successful emergence from the very test which dissolve 
any less firmly found^ partnership. In real friendship, each party is cons- 
trained to see, the best in the other’s case, to give credit for the best motives and 
place the most charitable interpretation upon actions which they might wish 
were otherwise. Above all, friends will strive to correct differences by appeal 
to the many things on which they are agreed, rather than lightly imperial 
friendship by insistence on points in regard to which they take conflicting views. 

Thus, 1 would fain trust it would be in the present case. Do not think 1 
am mistaken if 1 assert that it is the fixed determination of the overwhelming 
majority of the citizens, both of India and Great Britain, to hold firmly by the 
goodwill which, through many trials and it may be through some false steps on 
the part of each, has meant much to bot^ In each country, there may be 
from time to time misunderstanding of the other. Let us not magnify such things 
beyond their value. Least uf all, ler us not permit such transient influences to 
lead us to lose sight of the rich prize of achievement of a common purpose which 
we may assuredly win together, but can hatdiy win tn separation. It it my 
most earnest hoM that this jmnt endeavour to solve a problem, on the wise 
treatment of which so much depends, may be inspired by such a spirit as shall 
offer a good hope of reaching an issue to the great and abiding good of India 
and of all her tons. 

9 
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Debate in the House of Lords« 

(te the 34th Norenber in the House of Lordsi Lord Birkenhead 
mored the resolution ooncniring on the submission to His Majesty of the 
names of the mei^bers of the Statutory Gommissiom In the oourae of his 
speech the noble Lord said 

My Lords* ^ the rery difficult task which I attempt to-day to discharge, 
is one of which, it cannot be expected that it will m^et with a unanimous 
approval. The difficulties involved have been very great, and I may perhaps 
illustrate them to your Lordships, if 1 say that the eorrespondenoe which has 
taken place between myself and two successive Viceroys, with whom 1 have 
been associated upon this subject, ^would certainly fill several volumes. I 
claim, and 1 claim only, that with the advantage of advice in the earlier 
years of my noble friend, Lord Reading, at:d later years of Lord Irwin, that 
at any rate, this whole matter has been most carefully considered, that 
every alternative for the proposal which I put forward has been examined, 
and sincere attempts have been made to appraise the advantages and dis- 
advantages of each course, which has been recommended and pressed 
upon me. 

The Resolution. 

The motion which I have to move is : “ That this House concurs in 
the submission to His Majesty, of the names of the following persons, namely, 
Sir Johb Simon, Viscount Burnham, Lord Strathcona and Mr. Walsh, Colonel 
Lane-Fox and Major Attlee, to act as a commission for the purpose of 
Section 84 A ” of the Government of India Act”. 

I shall say something in a moment, as to the reason whio*i led the 
Government to the conclusion that the Commission necessarily to be appoint- 
ed cither this year or the next or in the early months of the year afterwards, 
should be a purely Parliamentary Commission. 

But I m?y allow myself the grateful task at the outset of my speech, 
of saying something in justification of the names, which I recommend to 
the House. 

Sir John Simon, 

Sir John Simon occupies a position at the Bar of England, which has 
not been so completely filled by any advocate of the Bar in my recollection. 
He brings to the difficult tasks which await him, a mind ingenious, acute, 
well-stored and assiduous, and it would indeed l)e wrong if we did not, in 
this House, recognise that he is making an immense sacrifice, as men count 
sacrifice, in undertaking the difficult duties which await him, I do not, 
of course, mean that Sir John Simon is merely making a financial sacrifice, 
but he is in a position in which, as one of the masters of his profession, he 
has no particular difficulties or anxieties in its discharge, for he is too 
consummately equipped in that profession to apprehend them. But he is 
undertaking duties of great novelty and of the utmost complexity in oir 
cumstanocs, in which it would only be possible for a very sanguine man to 
predicate that a solution would be obtainable, which would ha acceptable, 
not only here, but in India. No man can establish a large claim upon the 
confidence of his lellow-oountryinen than he. He undertakes a great task 
of great difficulty involviog immense personal sacrifices, and I am certain of 
tills, that the wish of your Lordships will be to give him every support in 
the difficult task which in the high spirit of public service, he has undertake^. 
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Lord BgwBluiia. 

There ii enother member of the Commieeioii» « memher of Tour Lord* 
ship'e donee, who bae» for a long period of time, rendered pwblle eerrto. 
I mean my noble friend, Lord Bamhem, whoee epemet eetir^ hei happily 
been in the direotion of making na better kno wn in* te outlying portlone it 
the Empire. I have been aware of many of liv tavela, I know of no 
Dominion whioh he has visited where his plimnat and taotfn! peraonaRly 
has not done much to create good feeling between ne and those whom he 
has visited. For him. too, the sacrifice ie eoasiderable, for I may tell your 
Lordships that, not only will it be necessary for those who are to be the 
Commissioners, to spend some four moidhe in India in the next oold weather 
but it will certainly be the result of their earlier efforts in India, on whioh 
material will be aocamuUt«»d, that wUl require sifting and examination on 
their return to this country, and they have then undertaken the very much 
greater labour, involved in their second visit, of spending some 6 or 7 months, 
travelling through the vanoua provinces, aoquaintiiig thenuelves in great 
detail with the matters, which are relevant for their eonsideration and 
necessary for their decision. 

Lord Burnham, again, has undertaken this task fo a spirit of publio 
duty. I am sure that Your Lordships will appreciate that a man who is 
no longer very young, baa undertaken a burden of t&is kind in the publio 
interest. 


Lord Strathoona. 

Another member of Your Lordahipe’ house, a younger man, Lord 
Strathcona rec )mm>^nded to us not only by a name which we honour, but 
als i by an individuality of ohiracter and exhibition of industry, whioh have 
carried him from an inferior plane of our activities, to a not unimportant 
post ill the party organisatitm has abandoned this and, in my judgment, 
rightly abandoned it, for the purpose of a large and more important publio 
service. I am glad that a member of your Lordships' House with energy 
and youth and oompete;ioe for this task has been prepared for and has 
undertaken its burdens. I oome now for a moment to the members of the 
House of Commons. 


Col. Lane-Fox. 

Of Colonel Lane-Fox, I think, I need not speak in terms of any parti* 
oular recommendation. He is, indeed, known to many of your Lordsbipe in 
his own personality, a« d to all by name. He has discharged more than one 
high publio position, and to the discharge of every position, ha has bronght 
equal confidence, industry and oonscientiousness. 

Hon. A. Cadogan. 

The Hoii’ble A. Cadogan is known, 1 suppose, to all your Lordships, 
who were members of the House of Commons. Those of your Lordships 
who had not the good fortune, ever to be the members of another plaoe, I 
may remind that he was the taetfol, eourtcous and able Secretary of the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, for many years. If any man can reMii 
popularity with all sections of the House of Commons, who is the Secretary 
of Air. Speaker for a period of mai^ years, I would say of that man ho 
has many ^qualities whioh entitle him to «t upon thie Oommiicioii, 
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TBE STAIOTORY COMMISSION 
Ifa. MaciDoDAld’s Attitude. 

I wIB eay « mord er of tbe represertetivea of the Oppoaitlon. 
Mr. WiaUl aod Miyor Aidee. Bere» I mnat make a alight digretaion. I 
ttonght it mjr to enter into tome diacuiaion, with the Leader of the 
OppoaiHon, Mr. Maedooald. at an early stage in deyelopment of 

thia matWf and I would deairei in the moat public rnanrer* to place it upon 
record* that oonaiatendy with his own position* his own responsibilities and 
bis own discussions* he has behaved as one would have expected a man 
to behavci who* at one time, held the high office of Prime Minister in this 
country* and who, for all we know, may still hold it apain. It would be 
giving an entirely Wrong impression if 1 were to claim that* Mr. MacDoi ald 
accepted any responsibility for the f»rtfeular proposals which I bring before 
the House to day. He did not accept them. 1 did not ask him to accept 
them. I did not expect that he should accept them. These responsibilities 
are of his Majesty’s Government alone. We accept thorn and we shall accept 
the consequences of them. It is perfectly open to any supporter of Mr. 
Samsay MacDonald either in this House or another place, to say* ” We 
think that you would have exercised wiser discretion if you had adopted 
a different form of the Commission. That is responsibility* it is not ours.” 
Let it therefore* be made perfectly plain* when I say that I accepted the 
advice of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald* in the case of the two gentlemen* who 
are to be the Labour members of this Commission. Let it be made per- 
fectly plain* that the position which Mr. Hamsay MacDonald and his friends 
are entitled to assume, is this. It is your scheme and not ours* but we 
would not take and do not take the respor^sibility of saying, when one you 
have adopted this scheme* that the leaders of the Labour Party in this 
country* propose to boycott it My Lords* after considerable discussion 
between Mr. MacDonald and myself* the two names were put forward and 
wbre accepted. 

Mr. Walsh. 

The first was Mr. Stephen Walsh. My Lords* Mr. Walsh is an old 
Lancashire member of Parliament. I have known him well for twenty-one 
years. He entered Parliament at tbe same election as myself. I know 
well how great his reputation is with the mining community of Lancashire 
and I know too that* as the Secretary of State for War* he stamped an 
unaggressive but still a firm and real personality upon those with whom 
he associated at the War Office. I greatly welcome bis inclusion upon this 
Commission. 

M^ior Attlee. 

My Lords* I am not able to say more of Mgjor Attlee than this. He 
comes to me with a very strong recommendation not only from the leader 
of tbe Labour Party for efficiency* capacity and industry* but those of my 
own party in the House of Commons to whom I have spoken have been as 
forward in his praise . as those who recommended him to me for inclusion 
at a member of this Commission. I am myself unhappily almost ten years 
remote now from the House of Gramona and therefore I had not and have 
hot the pleasure of Major Attlee’s acqwntaiice. 

My Lords, such are the meo who have undertaken these burdens. I 
have no hesitation in recommeoding them warmly to your Lordships’ aooep- 
toBoe and I think we aro fortuulo indeed in having discovered aeveii 



if iiOV.»97] lord BnEUCEKHEAD^ SPEECH ^9 

gind^nieii, nttiy of them members of the Oommoos sod. in eddltfon to Urn 
rislts wbieh I have already indicated* exposed to deetlofieeruig difimilties 
nrhieh may arise who knows when* who nevertheless have been preiMired to 
pdd these to other risks and inoonvenleiioes which they have ondertalmo. 

A Parliamentary Cdtaimiedoii* 

My Lords* a grave question now requires dimssion and it is heoe 
that I apprehei'd that a difference of opinfnn which is founded upon prineifde 
may develop between myself and the Oppositioiu Let me state ft shortly* 
The question is. should this Commission be a Parliamentary Gomm’ssibn con- 
sisting of members of the Commons and the House of Lords or shcmld it 
be a Commission in which Indian members would have found a placet My 
l^rds, I have given for four years* ever since I undertook the responsibi- 
litiM of this office* my deep and constant attention to this .topic. I hava 
satisfied mysely* and I am not without hope that I may satisfy your Lord- 
ships and the public, that the deeiiion which I recommend is not only right, 
but is the only decision which is reconcilable with the very purposes which 
all of us have in view. My Lords, the problem of India is one the mala 
features of which historically arc very familiar and which I do not pro- 
pose to examine in great detail to-day. Nevertheless, I shall presume to 
say one or two things quite plainly. When we went to India in that com- 
mercial gqise which has frequently in history been our earliest approach 
to future dominions, we found it a country, discordant and dissentient within 
Itself* of warring sects with no prospect of a stable and urtified dominion. 

I examine^ not at all, for it would be remote from and irrelevant to my 
purpose* tffe early history. I collect from that history only the conclusion 
which is logically required for my present argument, and, I state it plainly 
and boldly. It is that the interv ention of this country in India and that 
intervention alone, sav^d it at the relevant period from a welter of anarchy. 
Now, my Lords. I approach the present. It has been ipy duty to talk in 
the last three years to many distinguished Indians of every faith* every 
persuasion* every bent of political thought. I have asked all of those who 
were inclined to be critical of our attitude in relation to the future oon- 
•titational development of India this question. 

Question of Britain’s Withdrawal. 

Do YOU desire that the British Navy should be withdrawn from India I 
Do you desire that the Civil Service should be withdrawn from India) Do 
you desire that the protection of the British Navy should be withdrawn 
from the Indian shores t 1 have never found one Indian, however hostile to 
this Oovernment, however critical of our proposals in relation to the Indian 
development* who desired that the ilrmy should be withdrawn* that the 
Indian Civil Service should be withdrawn, or that the protection of the 
Navy should be withdrawn. Why do I state this position in a form so 
plaint It is to found upon it, as its logical conclusion, another. We under 
took by an Act of Parliament— that act which substitutfd for the authority 
of. the Company, the authority of the British Government— Parliamentary 
reeponsibility. D^s anyone really suppose that the Parliament of this oountiy* 
wbiob fay an Act of Parliament assumed to Itself the responeibllities and 
funetioiie of the Company, which, as the bi^torical facts that I have shor% 
■toted ehow. is still confronted by preoisely the same problems in Indto 
M oopfiontod our predecessors at the moment when in the firit plaee, tho 
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trader bodies snpiwrted hf the foroe of 
arast eomposed the warring seots of India, when it it still oonoemed, that 
owr withdrawal tomorrow woald r<*prodaGd precisely the eonditions which 
ezisled when we went there f Row can any one in those oircamstances 
pretend that whaterer point may be disputable the responsibility of Parlia- 
ment not only does not still BorriTe bat is not an ezelastre respoosibility, 
from which Parliament can diroree itself^ without being false to the long 
and glorious history of the association of En^Und and India. 

Why a Parliamentary Commission. 

If this be tbe rerponsibilty of Parliament, oonsidarations of no small 
importance arise. : J had to decide bfeore making a recommendation to my 
oolleagues, which they accepted as to the obaracter of this O immission, 
whether or not it ouf^ht to bo the Parlfamontary Commission. This, as I 
aiiderstaiid, is the point In relation to which doubts are principally entertain- 
ed by tbf*se who criticise our pr*»posal. Let me, therefore, examine it with 
tbe indulgence of tbe House with some care. If I am right in saying that 
it was Parliament, which was responsible for that first momentous change, 
which deprived tbe Company of its political activities, if from that moment 
Parliament has been charged with responsibility, how can we divorce our- 
selves from that resprinsibility at this moment ? Observe, it is only eight 
years since this same Parliament, by what is known as the MontagU'Cbelms- 
ford' reform, by a great public Act. created the constitution which is now 
to he the subj ot of revision and re-examination. 

ft is sometimes said by our critics in India that it is for India to decide 
upon the form of the constitution suitable for themselves, and then for 
British Parliament formally to pass it. This f^Uffgestion has not been lightly 
made. It hns been seriously made by men who are entitled that their 
observations shall be 6erit)U8ly accepted. I can only make this comment, 
1 have twice in the three years during which I have h^en Secretary of State, 
invited our critics in India, not only to put forward their own suggestions 
for a constitution hut to indicate to us the formi which, iii their judi^ment 
the constitution should take. 'I'bat offer is still open. It is most ezpre«i»]y 
repeated, as [ shall show in a moment, in these propossls which we make 
for the association of Indians with tbe activities of the Commission. 

Parliament’s Duties ai d Responsibilities. 

But let it be plainly said, and it cannot he too plainly said, that Parlia- 
ment earn ot and will not repudiate Its own duties, its own responsibility 
in this matter. If anybody seriously supposes, either herS or in India, 
that we are mechanieally to accept a constitution without our own primary 
and ultimate responsibility for judging upon it, they hive no contact 
with the realities of the actual situation. We therefore form the clear 
riew that this Commission must be a Parliamentary Commission. It was 
suggested, and Is being suggeeted still, that we ought to have associat- 
ed Indians with the Commissioners, in order not to inflict a supposed 
affront upon Indian suscaptibilities. That consideration deserves tbe most 
oareful attention and, indeed, I may make it quite plain that I have 
ifven it for a period of three years my idmost unbroken attention. I 
have considered it from every angle. There is no argument which oao be 
put forward in its support, which I have not already to the best measure of 
Biy oapaeity examiuad. The question, whether 1 am right or wrong, oaonot 
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b« aotwered without daoiding what it lha trao fondaon of Him Coundtiioo. 
The fonetioD of the Gommiation it a timple ooe. It it to report to ParltV 
rnent. When onoe the Committionert have report, they are /imdf 
The tetk then belongt to othera. What ia it that Parliament waa entiUed 
to require from theae reportera t What eould theae reportera eonhrtbate 
that would be moat helpful to Parliament! IBnd myself in no loubt at to 
the antwer to both theae questions. P«rHameiit oould moat be helped by the 
opinlont of men of admitted integrity and indeperidenoe» without any oom- 
mitroenta of any kind at alb in the past events of history, who went there 
with one olqeot and one object oiily» and that was, to aicquaiot tbem^elvea 
with the actualities of the problem# and to equip themaelves to be the wise 
advitert of Parilameot 

Ezeeptionally Intelligent Jury. 

We in Britmn are aonaatomed io pride ourselvtu upon tbe jury eyatem. 
It is frequently said that tbe collective intelligence of 13 jurymen ie ineonr 
parably greater than the individual intelligence of any one among their 
number. 1 hope ft will not be considered that I am making any observation 
alighting the diatingoiahed men who are members of the Commtaaton if I say 
that 1 conceive of them aa an exceptionally intelligent jury going to India 
without any preconceived ideas at all and with no task except to oome to 
Britain and give the honest result of the examination they make of Itidtan 
politics. I have only two things to add on the issue whether we are right 
or wrong in deciding upon a purely Parliamentary Ck>mmisaion. I have 
no doubt whatever, speaking as a constitutional lawyer, that the framers of 
tbe original and determining Act when they spoke of a Commission oontem* 
plated a Parliamentary Commission. It is true that they did not so state 
in terms but 1 draw the inference that they did not so state it. because they 
thought it so obvious. I observe Lord Chelmsford in the House. I am nut 
entitled, unless he thinks it proper to contribute to it, to ask bis opinion but 
I should he greatly astonished if be is not prepared to state at the time 
when tbe Couimission was contemplated in tbe governing Act. There waa 
DO other id^a but that it should be entirely parliamentary. My Lords# 
what would have been tbe alternetive ! It is said lightly by those who 
have not considered very deeply tbe facts that a few Indian representatives 
ought to have been made members of tbe Commission. I w is reading a 
speech reported in '* Tbe Pioneer” (mail edition) a lew days ago by a most 
distifigoisbcid member of the Legislative Assembly, who is himself a Hindu 
of high position and ability. It was the speech Mr. Ootwami made at the 
AlMndia Cotigress Committee, a meeting not altogether favourable to His 
Majesty's Government or tbe present Secretary of State. He said that he 
did not know if there were any Mabomadaii organisations in the country 
which represented tbe opinion of tbe Mabomedans. but so far as his own 
community was concerned he was certain that there was no such orgunita* 
^n which could speak in the name of tbe Hindu community. Wc kmiw 
it therefore from a very prominent member of the Hindu community that 
in his judgment there is no one in all India who can speak ufBoially io Ik# 
name d the Hindu eommonity. 

Aa to the opinions of Moslems# wbfle we^ heard soma repereueeions ia 
tbe newepapers during the last few days it has been my duty most earr 
fully and in oonsultation with the Viceroy to etody the expressions of opiaiim 
whioli havs appearsd in the Indian press and appraise their vetue. 1 laa 
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not In the least depmeed or discnuraffed by them. I knew there would 
be many whoi whatever the proposal Oovernment brought forward* would 
be dissatisfied with it, bpt I find many nlem*nts in the great and heteroge* 
neons population who will not be dittatisfied and who in no erent will 
make themselves a party to boycott. Don’t let us ever forget that the 
population of India— I suppose a general figure will be sufficient for 
my purpose— is someahere in the neighbourhood of three hundred 
millions, of whom some seventy millions belong to Native States and 
are not primarily engaged with the present enquiry. I shall suppose 
that out of the 230 millions remaining, about two hundred and twenty 
millions have never heard of the Commission and I do not believe it would 
be a bold prediction to say that about two hundred millions are unaware 
that they are living und^r the benefits of the Montagu Chelmsford reforms. 
One must retain some contact with reality when dealing with the Indian 
population. My Lords, remember how infinitesimal is the number of those 
who vote in the elections and of that fractional percentage who vote, how 
large a proportion consists of the illiterate class who mark their papers 
because they are unable to read. We in this House and those of another 
place have responsibility, not for the loudly articulate India, but for real 
India as a whole, that Indiai which consists, as I have said, of three hundred 
million people. 1 only deal with it because 1 think it fails to be d**alt with. 

I saw it stated in the Commons that a book which created wide 
public attention called *' Mother India” written by Miss Mayo, I think, was 
inspired either by the Government of India or by the Government of England. 

I should not deal with the matter if I were not struck by the complete 
irresponfibility which would enable Members of Parliament to make a state* 
ment so absolutely false and without a vestige of evidence. I most expressly 
invito the lady either to withdraw that charge or to produce the evidence. 

Indians on the Commission. 

I am dealing with the complexity of interests involved and am inviting 
the House to consider bow it would have been necessary for me to proceed 
if I had taken a different decision or if I had been supported by my collea- 
gues in taking a different decision and if we decided there should be Indians 
on the Commission. In the first place it would have been evidently neoessary 
to have a Hindu member although I should have been in the difficulty 
which Mr. Goswamis statement made plain, that is, that there is no Hindu 
organisation. 1 suppose it would have been necessary in the first place to 
provide myself with a representative Hindu as a member of the Commission. 
In the next place the moment I had announced the name of a Hindu it 
would indisputably become necessary to provide for the Non*Brahmin Hindu, 
because the idea that the Hindu would be accepted as a representative 
member by the Non- Brahmin Hindu is to those who know faots ludicrous. 
In the next place I must have a Mahomedati and a Sikh, that is lour native 
members to begin with. Iiet me inform the House, for these matters are 
not very widely known, that various remaiuing classes have in Jf^t -ttstalr 
lisbed their right to separate representation in the Provincial Legislatures! 
so that their claim is quite certain to be put forward in this eorioMtion. 
They will say, “ Do not tell me 1 am to ^ represented by a Hindu or a 
Non*BrahL..\i Hiitdu or by a Maheunedan or a Sikh. My case is a different 
one/' and they have in fact achieved recognition of their claim in dne or 
other oi the Provindel AssemUies. 1 taksi fintly, the ChristlanB. I 
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foMNiM tliat they are fntitJed to be al leaet eontidered In India. Thay M 
a frewifig eomnonity and they would oeitainly deehre ibeir Tiewa iboiiid 
be fmt forward. 

Let me take tbe oaee of tbe depretMd elanet. There ia in India a Talt 
popnlatinn •van in relation to the nombert with wbieb we are dealingi a 
poimlition of eixty millions of the depressed classes. ^ Their condition ia ^ 
quite as terrible, quite as poignant as it has been in the pasti but it ia atfll 
terrible and poignant. They are repelled from all social Intercourse. If 
they come between the aracioos light of the sun and one who despised them 
the sun is disfigured for that man. They cannot drink at the public water* 
supply. They must make diversions of miles in order to satisfy thirst and 
they are tragically known and they have been known for generations aa 
the ** untouchable.*’ There are sixty millions of them in India. Am I to 
have a representative of them upon this Commission t Never, never 
I form a Commission nor would anyone in a democratic country, nor would 
my friends opposite recommend it, from which you bare excluded a member 
of this class which more than any other requires representation, if you are 
indeed to put the matter to a mixed jury of the kind I am indicating. I 
have not dealt with others, aborigines and inhabit ints of backward tracts, or 
special representativt^s of the cotton trade, all of whom have been strong 
enoutfb to assert their claim to individual representation upon provincial 
ass^-mblies. My proposition is more general. It would be impmible, to 
form a Commission other than a Parliamentary Commission which would 
pot excite reasonable complaints of exclusion on the part of persons who 
have very strong claims to be included and what would tbe help be to Parli- 
ament I It is, I suppose, conceded that if I had had representHtivea of classes 
whom I have indicated, I could not possibly have excluded tbe Indian Civil 
Serv ce. After all, tbe Indian Civil Service has deeply rooted interests in 
India. It has rendered a prodii^h^us service over ages. Mr. Lloyd George 
once said that it is the steel frame work arouid which a^ whole luilding has 
been constructed. It is not, 1 imagine- suggested that if you adm tt d other 
than Parliamentary repr •sentatives, you could exclude members of th-^ lodiau 
Civil Service. Had we proceeded upon those liitssr we should have found 
ourselves with a Commission of some eighteen or twenty pc«>ple. lh»t such 
a body wnuld have been conve jent for the task assigned tu them, no iustnur 
ted person, I believe, will seriously contend. 

But, let us attempt to imagine the resulting sitaation. bad a body, io 
unwieldy, in fact, been appointed. Does anyone luppose, there w*uld have 
been a unanimous report 1 There may iM»t he a unamaeus report now, but 
at any rate we shall have a report wbioh proceeds upon the same genetal 
point of view and principle. But, what wnnld be the report from a body 
suob as I indicated I What guidance would it give Paritamenl in the immeii- 
sely diffieult task that will await Parliament ene or tw » or three years Ifom 
now t It is obvious that because the tension and aoutenew to-day of tbeto 
unhappy communal quarrels are greater in my yndgmeitt thim they bed bepn 
some twelve or thirteen years ago in Indtsn history it is obvious you w ould 
have a very strong partisan Hindu report, a very rtrong Moslem report 
and three or lour other dissenting reports from various seoilona die|^ 
interested in tbe decisions which aw taken. Iss^ne the Parliament bemg 
assisted by the disclosure »f dissenting views of this kind. I ssk hir itidul^ 
test Jud^ent, es to whether, oonirdnted with this ekernedve I huve Mt 

10 
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tilm Aa right newwben I uid tbit Mvan mtmhen of tba Larda and 
Coomioiiay waB*kiiowo and raapeatad in aach Honaa, ahall go oat» utifig oroef 
maana of aaaooiating Indian opinion with them, and ahall abortlj paaa and 
praaant to Pariiamant a report Parliamant will ba in poaition to nn^ntaiid^ 
and bj which it may ^laafnllj ba gnidad. 

Itati it may indeed be Tary teaaonably taid : Are Indiana to ba daniad 
any opportonitjT of oontribating to tbeae dectaiona f” Had I mada any aneh 
propo^i I aboold hava known it ia foredoomed to failore, not ody in 
lodist not only in the Commonct bat indeed in thia Hooae. Thara ia aa 
great a datarmination to aaoura fairplay for raaaonabla Indian aapirationa 
in thia Honaa aa in tha Commona. 

Indian Committae’a Fnnetiona. 

Lat ma make plain what onr propoaala arei in thia reapect, for, indaed, 
think they have been very greatly miaunderatood. It ia our pnrpoaa that 
tha Commiaalon, when it viaita India, ahould eatabliab a contact with tha 
Committea appointed for that purpoee by the Central Legialatnre. I pauaa 
hare to point out that, conatitutionally, the Central Legialatnre ia a body 
who moat antboritatively can appoint me mbera from ita own numban to 
confer with tha membra of the Commiaalon. I aaaume that the appoint- 
ment will be made becauae I cannot believe that thoae who are anziona to 
persnade the Government of this country that they are fit for a farther 
measure of Self-Government will undertake the deep and most unwise 
raspoDsibility of refuain*’ to associate themaelves with us in the first genuine 
aflbrts which we make to ascertain the road we muit tread in common 
together if we are indeed to reach that goal. 1 therefore do not, and will 
not, assume that they will be guilty of the unwisdom refusing to appoint 
such a committee. Now, what would be the function of that Committee. 
It has been most irrationally assumed that they are merely to appear as 
witnesses before the Commission. That is not the ease. They are invited, 
in a spirit of great sincerity, to co-operate as colleagues with the Commission. 
It ia contemplated that they shall prepare in advance of the Commission's 
arrival— if they find themselves able to do it, this next cold weather or if 
they find themselves within the limited period nnable to do it a year later— 
that th^ shall prepare their own proposals and come before the Commission 
and say, " These are our suggestions.*' 

Wa claimed, and they claimed, that the West cannot devise a constitu- 
tkio lor tha East, that you cannot put Eastern wine into Western botries. 
Well, if there he behind that claim (and I don't donht it) siaeerity of real 
feeling wa alord them an, opportunity of confronting our Commiasiop 
with their own proposals, which can be made public, which can be* 
analysed at;d mla eised mad can be accepted or rejected after thet analysis 
and eriticisss. Mo gresaer opportunity was ever given than is affoided. 
to the OaBtnd Committee m the first place by the suggestion that they 
should ooafiOBt the OommiBsiaa with their constructive proposals. 

Bow tha Oswmissum will Develop. 

Now let us try to see how the Commission will develop. It is very 
ABehit to supply ime'o asind whh atssarete pre-viston to so maiqr unksowii, 
aad» la the mido u nlofe se aM s , ee eting s n das, but i will tell your Lordships 
how I think the OomarissieB trill dsv^ in its activietoa They «rill ntain 
eonteet with the Gommittee of the Osotcal LegUatursi as hmg as their 
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delfterationa extend to matters with w&feb the Central Legislatare h prin* 
dpdij ooncerned and they will temporarily lose eontaot. when they are 
ionrneying to the proxincest bat even here they will not be deprived of the 
constant refresbrnent of Indian opinion> lor it is proposed (1 see no reoogni* 
tion of this fact in any of the Indian papers) that, in every province in which 
they journey, there will be created there Committees of tie Provincial 
Legislatures which will discharge some consultative functions with the Com- 
missioners as is discharged at the centre of Ooverument by the Committee 
of the Central Legislature. At no point, therefore, will the representatives of 
the Indian Legislatures be deprived of the opportunity of influoneing the 
views of the Commissioners. 

Let no one make the mistake of supposing that we are attempting to 
interpose into the scheme any official members. Members of the Central 
Committee and members of the Provincial Committees will all be elected 
and non-officials. I claim that no one could have done more than we have 
done to protect ourselves by making it certain that the Commission’s report 
to the Parliament should be at least illumined by the knowledge of what 
contemporary Indian politicians are deeply thinking. 

But observe our next stage. Not a word has been said in the recogni- 
tion of this. Yet, let it be pointed out, that the enormous opportunity of 
intervening at the most critical moment of all is contained in our proposals. 
It is well known that wo intend that after the Commission has present^ its 
report, proposals of the Government on it will be sent, according to prece- 
dent, to a joint oonfereii<|e of both the Houses of Parliament. Your Lord- 
ships or those who were interested in the Indian affairs, at that time, will 
not have forgotten how considerable was the contribution, bow unremitting 
the industry of the Joint Committee which reported upon the Montagu- 
Chelmsford proposals. It is our intention to create a similar body. 

Supposing that it be a fact that despite the constant contact in India 
between the Central Committee at the heart of the Government and Pro- 
vincial Committees of the LegisUtures in each Province, to which the 
Commission will journey, if, despite all those opportunities of ascertaining 
opinion, the Indians have failed to make good their view upon the indepen- 
dent, unbiassed judgment of the Commission they are not even then compel- 
led to acquiesce. They will on the whole have Wn given an opportunity 
which, ill my judgment, has never before been given in the whole bietory of 
oonstitution-making to any people who are in their position* We invite 
them at the Central Government to appoint a Committee to come and alt 
with our Joint Committee. They can examine the Commission’s repdrt. 
They have been even given a function, if they could only understand it, 
more important than that of the Commission itsf^H. When once the Gom- 
miesion has made its resport it is fininhed, but its critics remain and ite 
critioe are must formally specially invited to oome and sit with the Oeoei^ 
Committee in Parliament and develop criticisms and objeotioni they feel 
to the Commission s report. 

I cannot say more than that being deeply committed ae we are, deeply 
committed to the view which I have attempted to justify in argument that 
this Commission must be Parliamentary in ebaraoter we have negleoM no 
Tceouroes which either our own ingenuity could suggest or our advisers 
oould put forward to carry with us as far as we could Indian opinion at 
every gbage. 



;6 THS SmTtm»¥ OOif lOSSIOSH C^. or hom 

No Deportnre from Oootral Sdieme. 

Hi fHAoiit Ibe deatnuMion of 0 OT oeolTtl jobemes, fron wbieb do 
liofc intend to Report, the noble Lords oeo « ngpest sny method in obkh I eaa 
melwit even pYaiiier tbit onr Is not to affroi't Indian opinion* but 

I’^her to oonddiate and mslro It liiefidly to os, it shall iiwist deeply be oon- 
ttdeeed. But I add one erord ol oaidion only ; ve must tsbe no stop which 
mould Irad to the risk that ere shall bare two reports proceeding frrm two 
CSommissions. Ibe responsibility* as 1 have made it plain, is and must 
be I3ie responaibiliigr oS Parlkment. We have conceived of erery means 
open to oar imsginsttoo to associate with the conclusions which the 
CommiscioB will present to Parliamant Indian opiniont, even India pre* 
judioe* As Jopg ps it does not destroy oor scheme we will listen with 
eympsthy to any soggestiott. We are satisfied that we hsve discharged in 
the best InterediB not only of this emiiilry, but of IndiH inself, the duty* 
wbkdi we have inherited from others, of compoeing the Statutory Commission. 

Lord OLIVIER said that the appoitnment of the Commission had an un* 
fortunate reception. Government been very urdortuimte in the oiroumr 
tances in which their intentions were disclosed before any statement whs 
made, hut be felt strongly that Qoveriment ai d the Secretary of State had 
to thank themselves to some entm t for the atmosphere in which it had been 
received. He did not think that Lord Bnkenhead bad been at all happy 
on previons occasions in the gnui d he geve for the appointment of the 
Commitsiois For, he had repeatedly taken the view that the matter could 
not be considered unless the Indieii people aid politicians showed signs 
of sense of responsibility and co-operation, whereas that oonsideratioo 
could not for a moment be expected to appeal to the It dian politicians. 
While it might be said that two-hundred millions of Indian people might 
know nothing about the question of eppoii.ting the Commission, there 
0(»u1d he no question that Indian political reform parties generally did 
persent the oonseious political will of the Indian people and they desired 
means of self-government. 

Lord Olivier then proceeded to ridicule the view that the Commission 
was a sort of examination paper set for Indians to see how far they were fit 
for self-government, when lights suddenly went out and the H^ use was 
plunged in complete darkness. Lord Oliviei continued to speak in daikness 
for a time but the House was then adjourned for half an hour till light 
returned. 

Lord Olivier, discussing the personnel of the Commission said that 
when it was announced, the list seemed to him likely to be disappointing to 
most Indians who aould consider it not of a sutBcieot calibre. He 
would be very serry to see a movement on the part of Indian leaders to 
boycott the Commission. He opined that some of them bad been rather 
precipitate in their action. For, having waited so long before committing 
tfiemaolves to non-oo-operation, they might have waited a little longer. He 
hoped that Lord Birkeubead’s ststemeDt would lead them tb ' reojjnsider 
their position. 

Idling with the reasons lor appointing the Parliamentary Commission 
and the great difficultiee in the way of having a repreaeiitative Indian Com- 
miesion or a representative mixed Commiasion, Lord Olivier said that, when 
in ofioe, he .had often oonsidered the matter end had always come to the 
oonolueioD thht it would not he possible to appoint any other kind of 
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ComiBiHion than OoTamment bad done. The Labour Party, wbfeh at least 
had always bean remrded as desfrina to do the fullest possible jiistioa to 
India, had decided to support the Coromisiiion without any intention what- 
ey^r of routitia off Indians and haying the full^t confidence in th 'in. Lord 
Ollyiar thought it was ridicul us to suppose that, after the friendly conyer- 
sations Lord Birkenhead had with many If*dlans, it would be possible for him 
to hare it in his mind to do anything which he knew would affront Indians. 

He suggested that there had been a lack of preparation in connection 
with the appointment of the Commission similar to that which had caused 
the failure of the Geneva Gonf«>renoe, and he regretted that Oovernmenti 
before makirfg original proposals, bsd not secured the co-operation of the 
representatives of the Indian people. 

Ha suggested that, when the Commission left for India, it should make 
it its primary duty to consult on equal tf^rms with a committee appointed 
by the Indian Legislature. There should be j'*int meetiogs of the two 
Commissions and report of those Comniissions to the Houses of Parliament. 

Lord Olivier said that the Commission would oome into contact with 
genuine and patriotic Indians. The Labour Party had every oonfidsnoe 
that the Commissioners would act in accordance with the spirit of the If'olara- 
tions made Lord Olivier emphasised bow much better Parliamentary 
Commission would be able to appreciate the value of evidence with the 
assistaiiO'* of such Indian Committee appointed by the L dian legislature. 
His friends in India would realise that the Labour Party sympathised with the 
movement for S If-Government. The Gommi«Bion was only a step and it was 
the best practical step which could have been taken at the present time. 
Despite the rather unfortunate circumstances he hoped Indians would with- 
draw from their attitude proposing to boycott the Commission as that would 
leave the situation as between England and India in a very deplorable and 
most hopeless position. Lord Olivier said that if Indians did rmt obtain all 
they wanted, they would obtain a great deal more than they could possibly 
obtain if they boycotted the Commission. He hoped that the Commission 
would at any rate place Indian affairs on a basis of continuous progress and 
development. He hoped this would he th^ final enquiry of this sort which with 
the assistance of Indian^ would formulate lines on which continuous progress 
might be made. He hoped Indians would even now abandon the attitude 
of boycott and see if they could come together on the Commission appointed 
by legislature ' and present the British Commission with a scheme, for that 
would have enormous and overwhelming influeitca in the result of the 
Commission. Lord Olivier proceeded to say ** We know that Indians d d 
not want to get rid of the British connection aiid the army at d navy im- 
mediately. In time they did not want immediate Swarsj or Home Rule whtoh 
was impossible and an unthinkable thing. They wanted a scheme whfeh 
would give them in a number of years complete and responsible Domiiiton 
Government. Such scheme was not possible to-morrow or nest year but a 
scheme waa possible which would as rapidly as possible work out and 
produce that result. He wished the Commission most heartily a very 
prosperous aid successful career, and trusted that the pasring equal wbieh 
hud arisen through really undeserved suBpici«»iis of the intentions of Goveo* 
meot though esused by prejudice created by the members of the Conservative 
Pefiff. would blow over and the commission bring its labours to a prospsroue 
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The Marquis of BEADING then safd 

Ibe subject of the earlier appointment of the Statutory Commission 
has been discussed many times and by various Secretaries of State. I think 
1 am right in Buying that during my period of office I discussed it with 
the four Sccrct4irics of State in different Governments and it is now to 
me a satisfaction to find that a coriclusion has been reached to appoint 
the Comn issiun at an earlier date than provided by the Statute of 1919. 

I cannot but wish that the speech of the Secretary of State to which we 
have ail listened with so much pleasure and interest had been delivered 
earlier. It might, have prevented much that has happened since. It is useless 
now to go back on that period but nevertheless it seems to me that it is 
most Uf;fortu!inte ai:d in some rt'spects inconiprebensible that, whilst we had 
had a statement made as early as November 8th which wes in consequenoe 
of a premature ai d incomplete disclosure from India of the names of 
the Commissioners, wo should not have h»d an opportunity of a debate 
in the Lords which would have helped very much to clear the atmosphere. 

In Lcid Birkenhead’s speech and also in Lord Oliviers there is material 
which I trust will chuio liidiuns to ponder over seriously before they pro* 
ceed with the movement which in some quarters has been definitely adopted 
ai d announced. The diflBciilties of an earlier debate no doubt arose from the 
fact that us the Statute had not yet been passed which permitted the 
earlier appuintinent of the Commission it would be impoB<iible constitutionally 
(so I giitbcrcd) to discuss the appointment of those who were to form the 
Commission. It seems to me there might have been ways found to enable 
us to proceed with the debate and at least to listen to so much of Lord Birken* 
heiid 8 obs* r vat ions to-day, at least a fortnight earlier. But all that is past 
and what we have now to do is to attempt to rid India of the notion that 
Govrrr:meiit intended to place any stamp of inferiority upon or humiliate 
ill any way Indian politicians or Indian Nationalists or that there has been 
the sligbtfKt desire to say that the Indian is incapable of standing oo an 
equality with the British in matter of this character. That certainly was 
not the idea. 1 nm ijure. 

Fit my part I give the most unqualified support to the proposal put 
forward by Goveinmeiit. This is in iiO sense a party question. Indf^. for* 
tUi ately is outside party contmvorsy. The main grounds of thw poli^ are 
well sifted Ihcy were adopted by Parliament. Several Governments 
have becri in existence since the Act of 1919 ai:d there has been no deviation 
from the pob'ey which was declared in 1917 and caried out by the Statute 
of 1919 aid t*" am confident there will be none because the statement made 
and especially the declaration by His Majesty on the advice of his Ministers 
to the Indian people is in itself a charter which oannot be abrbgeted and 
from which there oan be no deviation but the real points that divide Nation* 
alists In ltdia and those not prepared to go forward as fast as the Nationa* 
lists would desire are questions of time, method and the various steps that 
might be taken on the road to that self government whioh is promised 
to India within the words of tb^ Statute. 

I myself often wondered and considered what form the Commission 
should take. 1 am emboldonf d» espeoully by the observations made by Lord 
Olivier, he referred to certain proposes made to and disousaed with me 
when I was Viceroy, to remind him tbi^ when his Government wos in otBesi 
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pTOfowli of thfi oharooter relating to an earlier appointment of the Commii* 
•ioa were diaonned between his Government and myself. 

Lord Olivier ioteijected ; ** I said those would appear in the noble Earl’s 
memoris.” 

Lord Reading retored Well, 1 am not going to wait until they 
appear. ” 

This has been the question agitating the mind of every Secretary of 
State and of the Viceroy of the time of myself and my successor. There 
has been no period at which we have not been discussing it. I find some 
satisfaction in the tbousht that I always favoured appointing a Commission 
in the cold weather of 1927 and I am very glad inde^ that my successor 
Lord Irwin has come to the same conclusion and that Government itself has 
arrived at that decision. 

The real difiiculty with which we have to deal concerns the composition 
of the Commission. It it said it is an affront to India to apoint a Parlia- 
mentary Commission and exclude Indians. I cannot but think there is a 
misapprehension in the minds of those who have com’^ to that oonolu««ion-- 
very serious misapprehension, it is not to be wondered at. 1 think we 
must be a little careful not to blame Indians for any views they may have 
expressed, when it is remembered that they know of the Commission and 
its composition before they were aware of any of the very admirable safe- 
guards introduced by Government. 

If the Commission were to be appointed composed of men with experi- 
ence of India, who had lived part of their life in India, had perhaps held 
ofiSce as Governors of provinces and, various persons who for r>ne reason 
or another had onnsidorable knowledge of Indian affairs, I should have said 
without hesitation that we could not have appointed such a Commission 
without appointing a number of Indians and I doubt very much whether 
there would have been any divi$^inn of opinion on that subject. Hut that 
is not the Commission appointrd. It is a totally different one. Indeed the 
selection made is of gentlemen Members of Parliament of both Houses, who 
have bad no special experience of India, who may perhips have paid a 
visit to India but merely as sightseers and tourists and who have bad really 
nothing to do with the administration of the affairs of India and that is the 
central point on which all argument must rest ; for it is quite impossible 
to find any gentleman who has passed bis life in India, who has p rhaps 
been born and lived with his family there, who could appro icb this question 
with the same standpoint as those who have been appointed aiid who will 
sail for India in order that they may inform themselves and then inform 
British Parliament. 

The Muddiman Enquiry. 

I wondered sometimes, whan reflecting upon the Commission, composed 
of British and Indians, how it would be possible to find Indians who had 
not already committed themselves to a definite view and I tbii k I shall be 
terne out by every one with a knowledge of L diao politics if I say there 
ie no leading Indian politician who might not aspire to be a leader, who 
has not committed himself again and again on the very subject we are now 
dlecuBsing. .It occurred to me during the debate that the earliest occasion 
on which I remember some resolution in favour of antic ipiting the date of 
the Gommission and appointing it much earlier than 1939, curiously enough, 
oroee aotoally in 1921 just after Parliaments had been inaugurated and 
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almoftt within a month or two of my sueceedfnff to Lord ChelmtfonL It 
wai one of tho earliest reflolotions I enoottnt^red in India and it certainly 
was daring 1921. That was the state of affairs which continued until 1923 
wh^n there were resolutions and in 1924 there were definite resolutions 
to that effect. A committee was appointed, of which Tour Lordships are 
no doubt aware, which was called the Reforms Inquiry Committee. It was 
▼ery often called the Muddiman Committee. It was composed of Indians 
and British. Sir Alexander Muddiman who was tbeii the Home Member 
and Leader for Government in the Leflrielative Assembly, was the Chairman. 
Associated with him were two British members, Sir Charles limes, who 
wai a member of the Viceroy’s Council for Commerce and Sir Arthur 
Froom, who was the unofficial European representative. 

The National Demand. 

The other six composing the Commission were Indians. I do not 
desire to travel into the history of that Commission. I only refer to it to 
point out that as a result there was a very full debate in the Legislative 
Assembly in .925 in which resolutions were formulated representing the 
views of those who favoured an immediate advance and who stated from 
their viewpoint what they wished Government to do. There was a very 
long resolution which formulated the Constitution. It left details to be 
s^'ttled by a Round Table Conference or by a Commission but substantially 
what they wished and the views were that there must be both a Central 
Legislature and Provincial Legislatures, composed of representatives elec/ed 
on a wide franchise and that the Governnr*(^eneral in Council should be 
respof sible to the Central Legislature. Finance and various matters were 
dealt with and th<*re were certain reservations regarding the Army into 
which 1 need not go but it was definit'dy shaped by the leaders of political 
thought in India, certainly by those who were taking a prominent part in 
the debate in the Legislative Assembly. 1 noticed the names of those who 
spoke strongly in favour of those resolutions and who of course were entitled 
to represent their views with all the force they could command. They we((S 
doing it in a perfectly constitutional manner, and although, as Government, 
we might not agree with them and thought they were proceeding too fast and 
going too far, yet no fault could be found with their manner of presenting 
the oabc or with the reaolatioiis which from their viewpoint they advanced. 

Exclusion of Nationalists. 

But all those who made themselves responsible for that definite declara- 
tion are now taking part largely in the ag tation which is proceeding in India 
for boycotting tht Commission. A question 1 have put myself and which I 
have no doubt toe S cretary of State must have considered again and again 
it : Would it be possible to appoint a Commission in which leaders of 
Nationalist opinion could participate with the knowledge that they them- 
selves, not once but over and over again, have committed themselves to a 
definite view as to the policy for which they wished and from which they 
Wi uld not depart t It seems to me that it is really putting men on the 
Gommiision with the knowledge that the opinion they would expresc are 
the opinions they have already expremed. I am prepared to edmit th^ 
would sit on the Commiesion with every desire to be perfectly lair and keep 
an open mind. Nevertheless, they have been thinking abont this enhjeet 
ior a very long time and, ac 1 hare indicated, hava already glTan pbdgse 
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froiii which it would seem very diflBcuR for them to recede* I mention* Idiat 
aeefn mer^^ly for the purpose of illustrating the difficulties there wouldi haee 
b^n had Government art about appoiiitang a Commission composed of titose 
with Indian experience and left these men out* It would at once have been 
a oballeiige to Indian political opinion and thought and: it would have been 
assumed that it had b(^en done purposely with the object either of humiliat« 
ing them or of preventing their voic.^s and opinions from having a full weight 

No Alternative but Parliamentary Commission. 

Confronted with all th se difficulties and those mentioned already by 
the Secretary of State, which I won’t repeat, it seems to me there was no 
alternative but a Parliamontary CommisMon. I cannot profess to say what 
was in the minds of Mr. Motilagu and Lord Chelinaford when the particular 
clause of the Statute was dratted and when they came to the oonolusion 
that there should bo a revision. 1 don’t know what they had in mind but 
I should bo very surprised t) find that they had derinitoly ruled out altoge- 
ther a Parliamentary Conuuission. I should not bo surprised to learn from 
them that what they always contemplated was a Cummiseion of Parliamentary 
representatives from Britain. 1 have arrived at my conclusion entirely 
unaided by the Secretary of State. By that 1 mean that, although I bod 
with him during the period 1 was Viceroy and t?inco many discussions on 
Indian affairs and on this subject, 1 was not aware of the decision of the 
Government to appoint a ParliamontaTy Commission until just a little before 
the announcement was made. 

That enables mo to say that my views arc rjuito independent, quite free 
and unbiassed by anything that may have been said recently at any rate on 
this subject by the Secretary of State to me. And that C3nelii8ion to which I 
came is the conclusion which Governniont had already reached. 1 canjvbt 
think there was any other course open. 

The Olivier Proposals. 

Although it is a great satisfaction to find there is no division of opinion 
ill the Lords regarding the appointment of tho Commission and certainly 
none regarding its members, I was a little troubled in my mind by the sug- 
gestions of Lord Olivier. I do not propose to analyse proposals. I do not 
know whether the Secret iry of State had them before him when he was 
spiking. All I will say is that 1 should have thought those proposals, in 
the language which ho read to us and which T presume therefore represenii 
formally what is desired by tho party, were quite impossible of acceptance. 
Without attempting to travel into them in detail to suggest for a moment that 
there should bo two reports, one by an Indian Committee— *that is of those 
gentlemen who be in lndi.i, constituting the Committee that was to be 
formed— and another by the Commission to be appointed in Britain, would 
really be placing the Parliameotary Commission in a imsition which I do 
not think L am exaggerating when I describe it as impossible. 

Dispassionate Hearing ” for ladia. 

If one draws a picture of what would happen in such conditions, one 
immediately arrives at the result that chaos must ensue. Eou would have 
two totally different reports, I suppose. In any event I do not intend to go 
further into those proposals. They are matters for His Msgesty’s Govern* , 
inent. I am merely expresnng the view#' which I have reaefaed a^ of tkoce 

11 
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who are anoebted with me in thia Home. There is mneh to be done 
althongh I oodld not go aojthing like the length suggested by my NoUe 
Friend. I believe no better plan could be devised, certainly 1 am unable to 
think of one. There has been no more elaborate plan prepared to aafegmrd 
the interests of Indian politicians and of those who although not polltioiaos 
may nevertheless desire to be beard upon this snideot, than the provisions 
that have been made no doubt in consultation between the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State, It is especially with reference to those safegurds that 1 
should like to make a few observations. One cannot tell how much of what 
one may say in this House may travel to India. I have received telegrams 
from leading Indian politicians with whom I was on terms of friendship In 
India, appealing to me in this respect. My answer must be that all safe* 
guards they really could desire are already provided. They have an 
opportunity of pre»eoting their views not only by the Committee of the 
Central Legislature but also by the Committee appointed by themselves, a 
DOL-officfal committee of elected men, unofficial in every respect for the 
purpose of arriving at the conclusions they wish to put before the Com* 
mission and there they may be quite certain they will get an excellent and 
dispassionate hearing. 

I cannot myself think a better Chairman could be found for the purpose 
or one who would satisfy Indian public opinion more thoroughly than Sir 
John Simon who is going out to undertake this very responsible duty. 

Hopeful of a Change. 

1 am oppressed by some apprehension lest Indian politicians may be 
led away into carrying out this policy of the boycott or refraining from 
presenting themselves and refusing to have, in the language of one telegram 
to me, anything to do with the Commission in any shape or form. I know 
Indian gentleman, indeed an Indian he was going to say of every class is 
very sensitive. He is perhaps none the less sensitive because he Is ruled 
by a Government which is not his own and is prone to take offence when 
none is meant. 

Be is, because of these very facts, rather inclined to think there is 
some desire to wound him, to place him in a position of inferiority, '^hen 
he has read what the ^cretary of State has bad to say to-day I believe in 
his heart he will find be has been mistaken. Although it is very diffienlt 
for a politician in India as in England to recede from a position whioh he 
has once publicly announced, yet I am hopeful there will be a change and 
that it will be recognised that everything that could be done for them has 
in fact been done in this connection. 

I would oily add, in conclusion, that some of my Indian friend, if 
they look back on the events of the last few years and even beyond, wffl 
find that the policy of abstaining from any intercourse with the C^mission 
or with the Government has not always been productive of benefit to 
India and it Is rather a perilous instrument to use and sometimei it teooile 
upon those who adopt it If the policy is persisted in, I do not hesitate to 
hay that a ffrave error will have been committed. 

India'a “ Opportunity.** 

An opportunity is presented to India Ui put the whole of her oaae befoM 
a tribunal presided over by a Chairman of the character and oapae^ of ftr 
John SfanoD. But the whole purpose of it is that the fsntieman te ra^ 
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CommlMioo should inform thomsel?at> adooato themsolvas to spsak, whan 
thay ara in India, on tha Tiews of Indians, that thay shall laarn ayaiytUni^ 
that thara is to ba said on tha sahjact, ^at thay shall duly and faithfully 
raport to Parliament when they return, and that thay shall giya their oonola- 
sions which at least we may be assured ara not conclusions of those who 
reason a priori but will ba decisions arriyed at*by them after caralully weigh* 
ing and sifting all the evidence that is presented to them. 

Diarchy. 

^Regarding the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, I have expressed the opi- 
iiion ^before in the Lords and also in India that they have proved on the whole 
to have been bett('r devised oven perhaps than those who had the leading 
part in them themselves thought at the time. 1 am not for a moment suggest* 
Ing that they are incapable of amendment but I believe that in them is tha 
foundation well-laid and that it rests with India now to show to the British 
public that from the experience she has had, from the knowledge she has 
acquired of Parliamentary Government from all various events during these 
eventful years — after all the Legislatures have only existed since the begin* 
ning of 1921 — she is now able to present a cnse and arguments which will 
enable the Commission to form its own opinion and report to Parliament whan 
Parliament will again have an opportunity of hearing the Indian Committee. 
If they desire to make representations in those ciroumstanoes they have really 
the best protection that could be devised for them and it would be very un* 
wise, 1 venture to think, if they refrained from making every possible use 
of the opportunities afforded them. 

Lord CHELMSFORD said be was deeply committed to the belief that 
the inquiry should be through the medium of a Parliamentary Commission. 
He emphasised that Indians should be closely associated in a very effective 
way with the working of the Commission and earnestly hoped that Lord 
Reading’s appeal to India would reach them. 

Ho further emphasised that there was no reflection at all upon Indians 
in the constitution of the Commissian and there was no idea of shutting them 
out from a full expression of their views. He pointed out that Mr. Montagu 
and he were closely conditioned by the announcement of His Mi^iesty*s 
Government in 1917 and the same condition applied to the Commission. 

Reyiew;ing the history of the Reforms in India since his time, Lord 
Chelmsford expressed the opinion that the ball had been set rolling by the 
very remarkable speech of Lord Sinha as the President of the lodUn 
National Congress of the Christmas of 1915, pleading to the British Govern* 
ment to declare their policy with regard to the future constitutional deva* 
lopment. 

Origin of “Diarchy.” 

Lord Chelmsford said that when he returned to England from India in 
1916 he found a Committee of the India Office considering the linee of the 
future constitutional development. The Committee gave him a pamphlet 
broadly outlining the views which, when he reach^ India, he ehowed to 
hie Council and also to Lord Meston and it contained what is now known 
as the Diarohio principle. Lord Chelmsford explained that the epithet, 
“ Diarchy originated from the remark of Sir William Meyer when he heard 
the pio|KMal that it reminded him of dlfluon into Oeotial and Imperiel 
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ProFiooei nnder the early Roman Empire which Mommsen (1) called 
“Diarchy.” 

Lord Chelmsford said that his Council and Lord Meston both reported 
adversely on the proposals in the pamphlet. Lord Chelmsford then pro* 
eeeded to consider the despatch on different lines in the nature of an exten- 
sion of the old «Morley*Minto Reforms but Sir Austen Chamberlain, then 
Secretary of State, pointed out that these proposals failed to fix the enlarged 
Councils with responsibility. 

Lord Chelmsford thought that fn that criticism of Sir A. Chamberlain 
lay the basic principle of the announcement of 1917. It was true that Mr. 
Montacu was then the mounth piece of that announcement but it was common 
knowledge that the announcement bad been substantially framed before 
Mr. Montagu assumed office. When he and Mr. Montagu met in India in 
November in 1917, they found that both bad arrived at substantially the same 
eonelusion, namely, that in order to carry out the announcement, the diarohio 
method most be employed. 

Lord Chelmsford recalled that the Reforms were introduced under un- 
favourable conditions, namely, the Punjab disturbances, non-co-operation and 
financial stringency. He hoped his old friend Sir John Simon, would start 
his Commission under more favourable auspicf^s and expressed delight at Sir 
John Simon’s appointment. He hoped that the report or advice the Commis- 
sion gave when it reported would square with the announcement in the 
manner in which Mr. Montagu and he had to square their proposals of 1917. 
He might have been unfortunate in his attempt to carry out the terms of the 
announcement but he hoped that the Simon Commission would be more for 
tunate. He concluded be saying that all quarters hoped that the Commissiop 
would be successful in the great enterprise. 

Closing the debate. Lord BIRKENHEAD declared, “I do not think it is 
necessary to add more than a word to the very remarkable debate. Seldom, 
indeed, can a discussion have been informed by more knowledge. There has 
been contributory to it a former Secretary of State, who was in office at a very 
troubled period in the history of India, and two Viceroys, each of whom was 
charged with special and grave responsibility during the period of his office. 

“ I am greatly encouraged by the realisation that none of those three has 
quarrelled with or challenged the broad decision of His Msu^sty s Government 
Is it too much to hope that so remarkable an unanimity — for I exclude minor 
points upon which some criticism has been expressed— Is it too much to hope 
that so remarkable an unanimity of opinion among men of so vastly different 
experience and so representative of every political thought in Britain may 
travel to Indiaf May it so travel and may it have the effect of persuading 
men of prominence and position in India. They would be rash in prematurely, 
perhaps irretrievably, committing themselves to a course which perhaps here* 
after will prove to be unwise and irreconcilable with their own ultimate 
interest. 

' “ On this point Lord Olivier has addressed the word of wise caution 
which I venture to adopt and repeat. I will only add that I am deefdy 
grateful for the spirit which has prevailed during the debate and for the 
sucoessful contribution which I am persuaded it has made to the diffimilt 
situation in which we find ourselves.’* 

Ih$ agmi la Lord tnMkm wBhmU qpperilte. 



3 $|lbv.> 37 ] LORD WINTERTON’S SPEEOi Sj 

Debate in the House of Commons. 

Ob the 2$th November in the House df Commons Earl WINTERTON 
moved the resolution regarding the appointmeist of the Indian Statutory Com- 
mission. 

At the outset, he replied to a question regarding the incidence of the cost 
of the Commission, put by Col. Wedgr^ood teh days ago, and said that under 
the Government of India Act, Indian re%*enuef would bear the cost of the Com- 
mission, but His Majesty’s Govermnem had decided to contribute £20,000 
towards it. 

Earl Winterton said that he hoped and believed that Lord Birkenhead’s 
statement in the Lords and the speeches that would be made to-day in the 
Commons from Treasury Benches would allay apprehension in India as far as 
those apprehensions were based on honest doubt regarding procedure, although 
H. E. the Viceroy’s announcement contained a full and generous recognition of 
India’s legitimate claim. 

He considered that it was necessary to grasp and appreciate two concep- 
tions, if any common ground was to be reached between His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and th;ir critics, although it was not easy to divide those two principles. 

First of those principles was that “ upon Parliament lies the responsibility 
and ultimate decision,— a responsibility which cannot be shared with or handed 
over, to any other authority.” 

The second was that ” the composition of the Commission and every detail 
of method contemplated in connection with the enriuiry, indeed the whole state- 
ment made ^ Mr. Baldwin in the Commons on Sth November and by Lord 
Birkenhead in the Lords, form an integral whole which stand or fall together.” 

Earl Winterton recalled that the Act of 1919 was passed with the assent of 
all parties. At that time there were Indians who repudiated the Preamble of the 
Act and denied the right of Parliament to determine the Indian Constitution. 
Advocates of this view-point demanded and still demand that responsibility for 
peace and good government and moral and material progress, which has been 
directly assumed by the Crown, should be abruptly discredited but that was an 
untenable conception to-day for those who accepted the Act of 1919. 

Parliament, whether right or wrong, could not throw off responsibility at this 
stage. There was much of falsified history in connection with the situation that 
Britain found when she first went to India and assumed responsibility for the 
present and for the future of the Indian people, especially as the trustee of 
minorities. 

Earl Winterton scouted the attempts to compare conditions in India, Ireland 
and Egypt, since Egypt and Southern Ireland were far more homogeneous than 
that great sub-continent of India had ever been. 

” If you examine the situation in India, you do not find the Fellaheen of 
Egypt cripging in awe before others of his countrymen, like the depressed classes 
in India ^mre the Brahmin or the high-caste Hindu. Theoretically in a country 
like Egypt, where the predominant religion is Islam, every one is equal before the 
religious law. Take tne case of South Ireland. Idonot tmnk 1 have ever seen 
In the history of Ireland such bitterness between the Catholics and Protestants as 
between Hindus and Moslems in Northern India. I do not intend to wound 
Indian feeling but in a debate of this kind we must face facts in order to come to 
a reasonable decision.” 

With regard to the composition the Commission on which point the Act 
fd 1019 was silent, Earl Winterton drew attcBCion to the fact that M^ers 
of the Opposition in the House of Lords yesterday, including Lord Chelms- 
ford, agreM with Lord Birkenhead that tne Parliament of 1919 contemplated 
soch a composition as was laid down in this resolution now moved. 

Earl Winterton continued : ” Nobody who knows India will suppose that 
two Indian gentlemen, whatever their pomtton or inteUectnal attainments, could 
pMbly represent all the imliticid, racial and economic factors in India. They 
OMld do no more to put their interests forward than could be done by their 
muneious firilow-countrymen. They could not do as much to influence the 
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Commiuioii af the properly accredited representatives of the Indian Legislature 
who will have every opportunity of presenting and emphatistng their case 
could do. 

Earl Winterton continuing said that nobody in this House or in India would 
be satisfied with one or two Indians. The second proposal for a mixed Com- 
miuion had more to commend it, although it had been rightly rejected. 

A Physical Impossibility. 

Earl Winterton enumerated a dozen separate interests which had succes- 
sively demanded the recognition of one or another legislature and expressed the 
opinion that if only half a dozen of them were selected to form a mixed Com- 
mission it would not be easy to find a single representative who would command 
the confidence of the component parts of each o^ the six remaining groups. He 
was convinced that mixed representation of Indians and Europeans, otiteial and 
unofiicial, resident Or lately. resident in India, would be a physical impossibility. 

Earl Winterton said he was more concerned with Lord Chelmsford’s agree- 
ment with Lord Birkenhead because Lord Chelmsford was the author of the 
report and the Viceroy at the time. Obviously it was very desirable, and that 
must at any rate have been in the mind of Parliament at the time the Act was 
passed, that the Commission should not be unwieldy numerically and that the 
members, though necessarily differing in their outlook towards the Indian problem 
arising from a difference in their own political views, should be moved by the 
same fundamental conception of the duty which the Act of 1919 lays on them. 
Would a mixed Commission satisfy that consideration ? 

Earl Winterton next dealt with “the fantastic proposal” of the various 
newspapers to include on the Commission India experts serving in this country. 
He asked how they could logically include ex-Viceroys and Governors and 
exclude Indians and Europeans spending their lives in India. A similar argument 
applied in the case of the suggestion that Sir. Frederick Whyte should be placed 
on the Commission. . , , , 

Dealing with the Commission and its functions, Earl Winterton decided it 
was absurd to say that the Commission, carefully chosen from both Houses and 
blessed with a Chairman in the centre of the front rank of Parliament and taw, 
was not the instrument by which Parliament would be able to discharge its 
responsibilities. It was perfectly possible to be realist without abating a jot 
from consideration for or sympathy with the ideals of Indians in public life. 

Earl Winterton asked whether Parliament was not to listen to the millions 
of people outside the electoral system in India by obtaining their views directly 
thtough its chosen representatives which members of the Commission would be 
and also whether Messrs. Walsh and Attlee were less likely to be sympathetic to 
the Moslem minority or the millions of untouchables than Brahmins or members 
of the Hindu majority. , . , . 

Evidence was daily accumulating that a raging, tearing propaganda against 
the Commission by certain persons, who were always opposed to the Government 
ofittdia as they were entitled to be, did not present the real views of a very 
large number of people in India who took interest in these matters. 

There seemed to be some misunderstanding about the functions of the 
Central Legislature and of the Provincial Councils. That must obviously be left 
to the Commission # settle. We could not tie their hands in advance. It was 
a novel and unprecedented procedure to which the Commons was asked to 
concur. It was not desirable to attempt to tie the hands of the CwnmiMion or 
in any way dictate to its distinguished Chairman, but the Committee of the Centra 
Legislature and Provincial Committees would be more than mere witnesses and 
wotld be able to prepare the case for further Self-Government as it appeared 

to thwro^^r Empire prior to receivulg partial mponsiUo 

Government or full dominion status such opportunities of influencing directly tto 
British Parliament. It was not done in the case of Canada and AnstrafiC or m 
the most recent case of Rhodesia. . ^ ^ 

As regards complaint from outside that India ought to have been CQiMitttied 
in advance whether it woidd acc^t this form of oonstitotion or not, Seri 


MR. MACDONALD^ SPEEdH tj 

Wblertoft pointed out that apart from the fact that responsibility must rest upon 
His Majes^s Government, we were consulting Indians through the Commission. 

^ 1 rente to believe that they will not take that opportunity that they will 
not aaist freely in the very formidable task of revising and reinforcing the consti- 
tution of the Empire within an Empire which india is. ** 

Mr. Ramsay MACDONALD following said that he rose, in the name and on 
behalf of his colleagues, to support the resolution which had just been moved 
(cheers), offering at the same time most sincerely some advice whick they hoped, 
if accepted) would make the procedure of the Commission, which they supported, 
more acceptable to Indian people than it otherwise would be. 

He must say he regretted that there had not been more consultation between 
Government and representative Indians for the purpose of paving the way. In 
this respect, Government had repeated the mistake they had made in the Geneva 
Naval Conference. He was sure that had Indian opinion and Indians who had 
made that opinion as well as those who had voiced it possessed the sympathetic 
ideas that the Under-Secretary of State had just enunciated, we might have been 
relieved of the antagonism that had been caused by the Government scheme. 

What this House had to do was to recognise quite frankly the widespread 
suspicion that existed in India and what be hoped the debate would do was to 
remove at any rate a substantial part of that suspicion. If they could do that 
and convince some of their friends that they had been radier h.isty in passing 
resointions then it would be good for India and ourselves. 

Parliamentaty vs. Royal Commission. 

The first question dealt with by Earl Winterton was a Parlramentary 
Commission vs. the good old-fashioned Commission. He himself had been a 
member of a Royal Commission appointed to inquire into Indian affairs and he tat 
on it for over two years under the presidency of Lord Islington. It was a Com- 
mission to inquire into the public services and he saw a good deal behind the 
scenes and took some active part in the negotiations which had to be undertaken 
in order to get the report of that Commission anything like unanimous. 

He felt bound to confess that his experience of that Commission convinced 
him that a Royal Commission appointed, as that Commission was appointed to 
inquire into the Indian Constitution would not be an efficient body. If there was 
nothing else to be done we would have to appoint one but it was the duty of the 
Government to consider whether a better system of finding what Indian needs and 
Indian opinion were could be instituted. 

One of the great difficulties of having a mixed Commission, as a Rryal Com- 
mission, was first of all the difficulty ot selection. So far as his party were con- 
cerned they had never approached the problem relating to a constitution of a 
country, they bad never criticised the action of the Government of a country 
without keeping in their minds in a most prominent and important position the 
question of the minorities, how the minorities were dealt with, wl^t the relations 
between the majorities and the minorities were, as being a fundamental essential 
to the good government of a country. 

Therefore is would be absolutely impossible for them to support any Com- 
mission or enquiry selected in any way conceivable unless they had assurances 
that upon that Commission or enquiry the needs of the minority would be ade- 
quately secured. 

There was another consideration that followed from that. Without in any 
way suppressing or thwarting opinion, it was desirable that when the enquiry was 
finished we should have a report that would really help us. What would be the 
report that we would get from a Royal Commiision appointed in the same way 
as the one of which he was a member ? It would be absolutely impossible to get 
a report. They would get reports. There would be a majority report and a 
whole series of minority reports. They would also have a series of reports signed 
with various paragraphs in them, with asterisks and foot-notes amounting to a 
very considerable number appended, and then the House instead of getting a 
guidance for a Joint Parliamentary C^mittee, which would be set up as the 
second stage in this enquiry, instead of having some sort of well-gitted and 
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co-oriHnatecl evidence and guidancCf would itself have to regard the various 
sections as though they were so many witnesses. 

The reports of such a Commission would not carry this House beyond being 
in the position of listening to so many witnesses. He would like the evidence of 
witnesses to be sifted in such a way, that it could be co-ordinated and got into 
some sort of a composite scheme that, as far as human intelligence and ingenuity 
could, would meet the various points of view and present a common photograph, 
'fhat would not be possible if the House appointed such a Commission as he had 
mentioned. It would give them a minimum instead of a maximum guidance. 

Parliament’s Responsibility. 

It was perfectly true, that when they were in office in 1924 that question was 
before them. They were never able to produce a scheme, but he could say that 
as the result of a variety of conversations, consultations and considerations their 
minds had turned in the direction of using the Parliaments of the two countries 
as the entmiring bodies. They never went further than that. If there was 
anything which representative democracy held in high esteem, it was the Parlia- 
ment of its representatives. Those who believed in democracy and in organised 
public opinion created for the purpose of making that opinion effective in ad- 
ministration and legislation, must of necessity hold Parliaments as tlie highest 
expression of that public opinion in any country. 

When they supported the suggestion that Parliament itself, as the represen- 
tative and custodian of the people of this country in all political and constitutional 
matters should say to the Parliament of India, ** We are going to regard you 
as the representative of Indian opinion, we are going to recognise you as having 
an authoiity, function and position like unto our own in your country and when 
we want to know what is going to be the Constitution of India in the future, 
when we want to know what the opinion of political India is, we appoint a Com- 
mission. You appoint a similar body and the two Commissions working 
together in harmonious co-operation with each other are going to report to the 
House oi Commons what the lines of the new Constitution should be”, then, 
instead of insulting public opinion in India, instead of belittling the political in- 
telligence of India, they were doing it the greatest compliment one Parliament 
could ever do or that one nation could ever do to anotlier, with which it is in 
political relationship. 

Their concern, therefore, was the relative status of the two bodies. That 
was what it came clown to, the relative status of the Commission which they are 
going to send out to India and the Commission or the Committee in India, by 
whatever, name they might call it, for he was not concerned with baptismal 
certificates. 

Status of the Indian Joint Committee. 

The only problem they had to solve — ^and it was one Indian public opinion 
intended they should solve — was what was to be the relative status, of the two 
sections of the enquiry that was to be set up. The Prime Minister’s statement 
the other day was a little unfortunate in this respect. A good of misunder- 

standing, and he hoped it would not be misunderstanding after this debate, had 
arisen in India not owing to the intention of the statement but owing to the form 
of the statement. When he heard it, he said, ^ That is a very ufifortunate 
statement if Government mean to give any sort of tecognition to people who are 
very sensitive on points of self-respect.” Because the impression conveyed, and 
be was sorry it was the impression that India had taken up, was that we were 
appointing a Commission to go to India to meet a Committee appointed by the 
Indian Legislatures and that the chief work of that Committee was to present a 
report and hand it in writing to our representatives. 

Although no one could resist the constitutional and historical survey of the 
position made by Earl Winter ton, the less it was emphasised the better. What 
^uld be emphasised was the one or two sentences in Earl Winterton’s state* 
ment which emphasised exactly the j^tion that this Parliament had sincerely 
taken, that there should be no sense of inferiority and no relationship of inferiority 
imposed upon this Indian Commission, but that one Parliament was honestly and 
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•ittctniy deiirous of consulting the other Parlinment as to what was the best 
tMttfSnr the countfv. 

lie was sorry, therefore, that this debate did not take place before now. He 
was sure that had the Secretary of State made some sort of speech earlier, of a 
more lUmral and more generous character, much of the misunderstanding would 
have been removed. 

The Attitude of the Labour Party. 

The Secretary of State yesterday made certain references not to the 
negotiations because they were not negotiations but the consultations which he 
and some of his colleagues had over this matter. He wished to say candidly 
and frankly that, although they were in no way responsible for these proposals, 
he must say that in the course of those conversations and those explorations as 
to the meaning and intention behind and below the declarations that had been 
made in this House and elsewhere, he was bound to say that he found in Lord 
Birkenhead’s mind a sincerity of desire to pursue a liberal policy and treat the 
representatives of the Indian Legislature in a most open, most friendly and most 
co-operative way. It was absolutely impossible, of course, to devise a formula 
to ensure that. They had tried their hands at it and they had failed. It was 
also impossible to produce a programme of association. That also had been 
tried and they had failed. 

There was one or two essential points which, he was sure, if the Indians had 
an assurance upon, would remove a very large number of objections and a very 
large part of their suspicions. 

How the Commission Should Work in India* 

First, they (Labour) advised most strongly that if the wording that th « 
Prime Minister had used in making his announcement implied that the relative 
status between our Commission and the Indian Commission was to be a status 
that would be established between a Commission and a witneu to a Commission 
that should be removed at once. There must be no idea, and he hopiMl the 
Commission would not have a particle of idea in its mind, that the representa- 
tives of the Indian Legislatures were simply goii^ to present a written report, 
to be wished temporarily good-day, to leave our Commission to examine that 
report, to discuss it among themselves and then to call back Indian represen- 
tatives to sit at the other side of the table and answer questions that might be 
put to them for the purpose of illuminating that report. That was not our inten- 
tion and it ought to be made perfectly clear. The intention was. and if it was 
not carried out the Commission would not be so successful as he knew it could 
be if it was properly handled, to go to India, to see at once our colleagues appoint- 
ed by .the Indian Legislature, to get a statement, to exchange views upon it, 
to negotiate with them, to regard them just as members from this side of the 
House, who would sit round in a Commission and use their common intelligence 
and common ideas for the purpose of producing the best report. 

There wai another point— in the examination of witness. There were certain 
witnesses and certain classes of witnesses which our Commission must insist upon. 
Nobody who understood India would deny that that must be. There must be a 
considerable number of such witnesses and in the examination of those witnesses 
he strongly urged that the Commission should liave the Indian Commission sitting 
with them, Sir John Simon presiding over the joint sitting of both, and Indian 
representatives having exactly the same rights and status as the members of our 
own section. 

Indian Committee to Report? 

The adoption of the idea of a joint session, wherever it was possible, would 
he thought, remove a large number of Indian suspicions. Some peofde had said 
that the Indian Commission could not make a report itself. Others had said we 
ought to authorise it to make a report. His position, and, he thought the poeitton 
of his friends, was the quite sound constitutional position, so far as the House of 
Commons was concerned, that they could not give the Commission of the Indian 
l-^egislature any right to make a report, nor on the other hand could they with 
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hold tram it the right to report It was not our Commission and we were not 
responsible for it. It was not responsible to us and therefore what objection was 
there to letting it be known that as far as the Indiaii Commission was concemedy 
it could make a report as it liked and it could refrain from report if it liked. Tte 
body from which it owed its origin could deal with that report with exactly the 
same freedom as we ourselves could deal with our own report He thougnt if 
that position was known, another large rock of suspicion would be remo^. 

By every statement that we made and more particularly by the forms in which 
we chose to embody our ideas, we should convey to the Indian people and the 
Indian Legislature that we were standing for the Commission of inquiry in a spirit 
of good fellowship and co-operation, in order that it might get the facts a^ 
opinions and reflections of the best Indians, so that it might present to us the very 
best and most useful report that it could produce. 

England’s Duty to India. 

Earl Winter ton had referred to certain claims that we had made and had 
said that in dealing with a people for whom we had been responsible in dayi 
gone by, we should remember that a time would come for us, as Parliament and as 
a nation, to say to them, what many had said to their children who had grown up : 

** You are going out into the world. I have done my best for you whilst you 
were under my wings and whilst 1 was responsible and now you must take the 
responsibility of the management yourself. God bless you in your future career.** 
We had to make 'up our minds with regard to our responsibilities and trusteeship 
fcr primitive peoples and subject peoples who were under our stewardship. It 
was said, in this respect, that if we were wise, right and liberal we would s^ to 
India “ Go and do just as you like yourselves.” That was not good. That 
was not wise. And that was not fulfilling the best service we could do for India 
and what was more that was not guiding the destinies of a growing world aright. 
The time was coming when the work of England would be finish^ and the India, 
which was then being substituted, would step out as a self-governing party. 
When that time came the departure must be with full cognisance, full freedom 
nnd good-will of this Parliament. Therefore, at this moment, when this new 
departure was taking place it was not right, it was not the good, moral way, 
it was not the way that went the furthest for us if we were to throw India out of 
door. It was foi us to say to India ** You have got your Parliament such as it is. 
You have self-government up to a point. We are prepared now, that another 
stage has arrived and on the threshold of that stage, that you and we should 
consult together and go on.” 

He, therefore, urged the Commission in the large area which was left for 
them to handle, he begged the Government and the Commission in the spirit in 
which he had tried to address the House, to go out and remove Indian suspicion 
and get complete co-operation and with that prayer he hoped the whole House 
would bid the Commission God -speed. 

Col. WEDGWOOD laid stress on the fact that the great hopes of Indians 
before the names of the Commissioners were announced had been built on what 
the Commission might do, but their hopes of settlement had now ended. 

Col. Wedgwood, referring to the Joint Parliamentary Committee, to which the 
Commission wonld have to refer, said, the Committee would probably include in- 
teresting but extinct dug-outs who would water down the report. It might take 
many years before all its stages have been concluded. Indians must now be 
thinking that when legislation was introduced in the Commons for the benefit of 
Indians, it would not depend on the report of the Commission, but the actual state 
of affairs in India at the time. 

The exclusion of Indians from the Commission was particularly galling. Too 
long bad Indians been charged with having the inferiority complex. It was only 
by making a self-sacrifice that they could get rid of that complex. 

Col. Wedgwood said the abominations of child marriage and husband-worship 
filled everyone with nausea. All India was tarred with that brush, but all hit 
friends in India had done much to prevent them and the other things denounced 
jp Mother India.^ 
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An open mind on the Commission was a good thing if it was not an empty 
ndnd. The Commissioners had shown no sympathy in the past. They were 
making acquaintance for the first time with a problem that had never interested 
them before. That was why India found it all the more difficult to accept the 
Commission as a gift. 

Nothing could .be more futile than Non-Co-operation but to refuse the 
favours of foreigners was a different thing. Indians remembered that boycotting 
of the Milner Commission in Egypt five years ago did not hurt the boycotters. 

He was confident that Indians, who boycotted the Simon Commission, had 
nothing to lose. His only hope of the Commission was that very often good came 
out of evil. 

Col. Wedgwood, in the course of his speech, said that after all one of 
the great advantages of English Parliament as compared with foreign assemblies 
was that, however strong public opinion might be in favour of a particular 
course, they could always find some crank to get up and support an unpopular 
cause. (Laughter.) Sometimes he proved right but it adds enormously to the 
reputation of the British Parliament that people who thought that they could 
not get justice could generally find somebody to put up a case. 

Later, Col. Wedgwood said that they must remember that Indians had 
not forgotten a certain meeting at Downing Street between General Michael 
Collins and Lord Birkenhead when a Round Table Conference established peace 
and ended war, although it was not particularly reputable from our viewpoint 
seeing that it was surrender to force, but it started a new Dominion of the 
British Empire on self-governing lines. 

Mr, THURTLE said that he thought that it was of vital importance that 
the Commission should obtain the co-eperation of the Indian people. He felt 
that Earl Winterton was using the rights of untouchables. Brahmins and Mus- 
lims as a screen for the continuance of the British domination. We ought to 
recognise that we had no moral right to deny India complete freedom even to 
the extent of being entirely independent, without the slightest sort of connection 
with the British Empire, if India wished it. 

Mr. Pethick LAWRENCE hotly resented this “ tone of superiority ” for if the 
Commission enquired into the londuct of the Indian Legislature that meant that 
the whole spirit was taken out of the business and that it was a sham. If the 
Commission worked according to the most liberal interpretation of its duty then 
boycott would be mistaken. If the Commission was a fake then boycotters would 
be justified. 

Mr. SAKLATWALA declared that the Government were insulting and 
hurting the people of India. The joint conspiracy between Labour and the 
Government did not detract from the insult. He said the talk of protecting the 
minorities was bunkum. The whole commission was a farce. 

Alluding scornfully to Earl Winterton’s observations regarding our trustee- 
ship for minorities, Mr. Saklatvala recalled that, twenty>five years ago, he was 
prevented from entering a white man's club in India for the purpose of conferring 
with a white doctor regarding the anti-plague measures though afterwards he 
was allowed to enter by the back entrance and a corner on the basement. Was 
that untouchability 7 Could the Commission alter that ? 

Every Indian politician felt that the Commission going out would deny 
Indians the right of self-rule. What right had Britain t6 send a Commission to 
India to see whether Indians were fit to govern any more than Britain had to 
send someone to France to enquire whether Frenchmen should rule themselves 
and whether the British should take care of the minorities in Alsace-Lorraine 7 

Mr. BALDWIN regarded the Comr»;i8sion as the most effective scheme for 
constitutional settlement in India. He took the opportunity of assuring Indians 
that Government earnestly desired that their opinions and the opinion of every 
man of good-will, Indian or British, should be accessible to the Commission and 
should M given the fullest weight. 

Government did not intend to dictate to the Indian AsMmbly how (hey should 
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conduct their business. If they liked to vary their standing orders or what- 
ever they could do, they were at liberty to do. 

As to whether women would be among the expert advisers, they had complete 
freedom to take the best means they considered pMsible to attain their end. 

Mr. Baldwin said : — I, as every member, of the House must welcome the tone 
of the debate to-day, and the general acceptance of the proposal which has marked 
the proceedings of the debate. There have only been two or three voices raised 
against the proposal. We are all very pleased to see Mr. Saklatvala back in Ms 
place. It is quite evident that during his absence, he made no speech against the 

g overnment of the country he was visiting (meaning Russia) comparable to the one 
e delivered to-day, or we should most regretfully have been forced to do without 
his presence. When speaking of liberty, he must have lost for the moment his 
keen sense of humour. 1 felt that never had there been an exhibition more patent 
to the world of the high depth, breadth and strength of British liberty, than the 
sight of Mr. Saklatvala delivering that speech in the British House of Commons. 
Tnere is only one word more I want to say about liberty. When I want informa- 
tion about liberty in Russia, 1 will go to M. Tortsky, not to Mr. Saklatvala. 

1 must repeat and re-emphasise some things already said. What has been 
criticised in the Commons has been less the Commission itself than its form, the 
form in which the Government’s intentions were stated. For that, we have ^en 
blamed in India, where misunderstanding was greater, and 1 think genuinely 
greater. The Viceroy’s announcement gave a full statement of the policy em- 
Ixxlied in the procedure and if that procedure in that statement; was not reduced 
into more close and definite terms, the very reason of that was the reason indi- 
cated by the Leader of the Opposition, that is, the necessity of leaving the Com- 
mission itself as free a hand as possible until they arrived on the spot. There- 
fore, we are only giving the framework and within that framework, the Commission 
will be left free. They can pursue as many of the lines of procedure which have 
been suggested to-day as seem to them on consideration, wise and practical, 
only providing that such procedure is within the framework, and does not pre- 
judice the ultimate responsibility of this Parliament. 

Mr. Saklatwala’s amendment. 

Mr. Saklatwala moved to amend the resolution so as to make it read ** Tliat 
the House resolves to invite Pandit Motilal Nehru to the Bar of the House to 
explain Indian sentiments and guide the House as provided in the preamble of 
the Government of India Act of 1919, before concurring in submission to His 
Majesty, of the names of persons”. 

The amendment was negatived without discussion. The motion of Earl 
Winter ton was carried. 


The Statutory Bill in the Commons. 

The announcemeut of the Statutory Commission was made in both the 
Houses on the 8th JNovember 1927. The second reading of the Statutory 
Commission Bill was moved in the House of Commons by Earl Winterton 
on die 22nd November. 

In moving tbe bill Earl Winterton explained the procedure neeessary if 
the names of the Commissioners were to be submitted to the King in the near 
futnre. He said, llrsti the Government of India Act most be amended by the 
subetitution of the words " within ten years” and when Royal assent was 
received he would table a resolutiou that tbe House concurred on submiaiion 
of names to His Migesiy the King. 

This would be debated on tba^fitb November when the Commission’s 
composition and procedure as laid down in the Aot» its proioeted prooediili!i 
ineidenee of expenditura and other kindred matters could be dis ous sadi 
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Eftri Wioterton i^id tlmt oo tba Bill only a very narrow point was at 
issuoi aanely* whether the date should be altered to allow the appointment 
of the Oommission before Daoerober 1929* He declared that the announce- 
ment of thcjCommisiion being appointed *' happily met with no opposition*’ 
Opposition was directed solely to the composition of the Commission. 

He was unaware, until Mr. Saklatvala yesterday put down a motion 
for rejection of the Bill, that there was any opposition in any quarter of the 
House. 

Earl Winterton pointed out there was no particular magic in the data, 
in the Government of India Act. It was fixed prim irily to test the com- 
pleted labour of three successive Legislative Assemblies. He said if the 
Commission was appointed the position would be that the third Assembly 
under the Government of India Act would complete its period of^ life and 
terminate sometime in Spring of 1929 namely, when the Commission had 
i^robsibly finish el taking evidence but before presumably it had written its 
report Thus, he claimed that the Bill although changing the letter, in no 
way offended the spirit of the Act. 

Earl Winterton drawing attention to the recommendation of the Joint 
Select Committee of both the Houses of Parli^imont that there should be no 
material change in the constitution within this period, said that, firstly, 
this recommendation referriul to an earlier rocomnioridiition in the Montford 
Report, that after five years’ experience of the Act proposals should be 
invited for the modification as regards transferred and reserved subjects and 
secondly, there was not likely to be any change as a result of the alteration 
of the date of the Bill until well after the ten-year period h id passed.*' It 
might be contemplated that the Commission would not report until at least 
well into the summer of 1929 and presumably Parliament could not be 
asked to deal with any alteration in the Government of India Act until 1930.*’ 
Labour Leader’s Support. 

Mr. MacDonald, supporting the second reading, said that the issue 
raised was very narrow, for unless the Bill was passed the House could not 
recommend to His Majesty to appoint the Commission. 

Mr. MacDonald did not think the original Bill ever intended that it 
should tie itself down in this matter. The experiment of Reforms was inten- 
ded to run a sufficient time, before any revision, to enlighten the House 
as regards their practical working. ** If we had that experienoe for the 
next twenty years we would not add a particle to our knowledge of their 
practicability,’* He expressed the opinion that the Government was very 
wise in moving the Bill. He pointed out that the opposition in supporting 
the Bills were in no way tying their hands as regards the debate on the 25th 
November. 

Mr. MaePherson (Liberal) also supported the Bill. 

CoL Wedgwood’s Opposition. 

Col. Wedgwood (Labour) said that the Government always seemed to 
do the worst thing in the worst possible way. The Bill ought to have been 
iutroduoed^ 8 mouths ago. He opined that it would be tetter not to appoint 
any Commiasion nnffl it was known that Indian representativea welcomed it* 

Sejeetion Motion. 

After Mr. MaeDonaU had supported the aaoood reading Mr. ISaklatfaia 
moved the r^eetioo of the BilL 
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He said that responsible Indian circles were bitterly opposed to the 
Bill. Indians did not desire a Commission for the purpose of justifying the 
Government of India Act, but wanted a sort of Bound Table Conferenee to 
clear the air. Mr. S iklatvala urgi^d the app >intmont of a Commission com- 
posed eritirely of Indians* to come to Britain to crosrexamine the Govemmeat, 
hear British witnesses and advise the House of the posittoa. 

The Labourite Mr. Buchanan seconded the motion for reiection. 

Miss Wilkinson also opposed the Bill on the ground that an onlortaiiate 
atmosphere had beevi created by the publication of Miss Mayo s book. 

Mr. Maxton* Mr. Scrymgeour and Mr. Stephen supported the rejecilon. 

Though at first they challenged a division, they ^d not persist and the 
Bill passed the second reading without a division. 

Earl Wioterton then moved that, in view of taking all stages to-diy 
the Bill be immediately referred to the committee. Commander Eenwortfay 
and Mr. Buchanan protested and eventually the remaining stages were post- 
poned till the next day. 

The Bill in the Committee Stage. 

On the 23rd November in the Committee stage of the Bill, Mr. Sikiat- 
vala moved an amendment to clause I, providing that the Commission be not 
appointed until the Legislative Assembly in India had agreed to the resolution 
approving the appointment, and oontondod that the present procedure was 
contrary to the spirit of the Act of 1919. 

Earl Winterton said that Mr. Saklatvala had made a very serious 
charge of breach of contract, not only agninst Government, hut involving 
the leaders of the Labour Party. Ilo quoted the preamble of the 1919 Aot 
to show the falsity of Mr. SakUtvala’s charge, and declared that Mr. Saklat- 
vflda had absolutely no authority and had been repudiated by every respon- 
sible organisation in India, none of which had accepted him as their spokos- 
maii. He pointed out that the Assembly in India has passed no less than 
five resoluiiotis in favour of acceleration of the date, and yet Mr. Saklutvala 
was proposing that these resolutions should be entirely disregarded. The 
aeoeptanoe of the amendment would be directly contrary to the spirit and 
letter of the Act of 1919 and the demand constantly made by the Indian 
Assembly. 

The Labourite, Mr. Wellhead, declared that Mr. S iklatvala, when be 
visited India, was presented nine addresses by cities, which refused oifioialJy 
to weloome the Viceroy. 

The La^urites, Messrs. Maxtdii and Beckett supporting the amend- 
ment, protested that Earl Winterton had not treated Mr. Saklatvala oourte- 
oudy. 

Col. Wedgwood said that the amendment should have been met In 
a different spirit. Indians at present intensely resented begging for small 
doses of freedom. He considered tb^ they should be treati^ in every way 
as equal partners. The time for petitioning had ended and the time for 
ooDsultatioD had begun. If India was to pay for a Commission their con- 
firmation before it was established should be natural and right. 

Mr. Saklatvala declared that Earl Wintertoii’s allegation, that every 
organisatioii in India repudiated him, wee contrary to truth. He claimed that 
meetings of hundred and thousands of the people of India approved hie 
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mfthM Ha allagad that the OoTarnmant had proearad from India no ra* 
prataiRaHiva Prinoaa to talk to tha Laai^tie of Nations on bahalf of India. 

Tha Chairaan pointed out that It was out of order to oritioisa haadi 
of friendly Govarnmanta in such terms. 

After (jxfther Labourite speechm> olosure was moved by Mr. Hannaisy 
and earriedfby 265 votes avainat 137. 

Mr. Saklatvala’s amendment was negatived without division and tha 
first clause agreed to. 

A number of short speeches of an obstructive character were made by 
Labour baek*baDehar8 on clause two, dealing with the title of the Bill, which 
was finally agreed to. 

The Committee stage then concluded without amendment. 

Third Reading Passed. 

During the third reading on this day, Mr. Wh^atlsy expressed the opinion 
that Mr. Saklatvala’s amendment was reasoinble. The Bill, in its present 
form, was likely to do more barm than good. 

The Labourite, Mr. Tom Shaw, supported the Bill and hoped that it 
would pass without division. 

Earl Winterton expressed appreciati.in of Mr. Tom Shaw’s spSi'ch and 
declared that a division on the Bill was likely to be misunderstood in India. 

Mr. Maxton urged that, before proceeding with the resolution, respon* 
sible Indian opinion should have been consulted. 

Mr. S iklatvala suggested that the Government should telegraph to the 
Indian Legislative Assembly and get thoir co-operation. This would only 
mean a week’s delay. 

The Labour baolrbenobers wished to continue the debate, but the motion 
of Earl Winterton for closure was cirriad by 267 votes to 120. 

Th* Bill passed the third rcaiing without division. 


Labour Conference with Lord Birkenhead. 

On the 16th November a deputation of the Parliamentary Labour Party 
interviewed Lord Birkenhead on the question of the Statutory Commission. 

Before the deputation waited on Lord Birkenhead it had received 
instructions from the Party Executive, not to press for the inclusion of 
Indians on the Commission, but to press for assurance of the fullest co* 
operation and oonsnltation between the Commission and the Committee of 
the Indian Legislature. The representations of Col. Wedgwood and others, 
that any eonoession short of inclusion of Indians on the Commission, would 
not satisfy Indian opinion, proved futile, and the Party resolved that tha 
Blackpool rasolntioD on Indian reforms would be met by assurances in regird 
to consultation. 

In this connection, tha argument of the Parliamentary Labour Party 
leaders, was that t e Bleckpool resolution was distinctly of two parts. The 
first part reaffirmed the right of the Indian pe }plc to salf-goverumcnt and aelf* 
determination, hot it is ' wae polioy which Labour in opposition could not 
Impose on the Baldwin Government. The first pert of the reeolotion oea 
therefore beoome operative only whan Labour is in power. 
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The leooDd part of the Blaolrpool mohitioD related to the Statatorj 
Commleiion* and it wae pointy oot that it did not in any way pledge the 
Party to demand the appointment of Indiana on the Commiaaioo. The 
afeond part of the Blackpool reaolntion referred to ran : The Conference 
declarea that the Royal Commlaaion to be appointed under the Gopernment 
of India Act abould be ao conatitated and ita methoda of doing ita work ao 
arranged that it will enjoy the oonfidenoe and co-operation of the Indian 
people.” It waa contended that thia resolution would be completely aatisfied 
if the fullest opportunities of consultation were offered to Indiana and the 
oo-operation of those sections of the people who had accepted the Reforms 
secured. 

This interpretation came as a surprise to the Left wing leaders, 
who were laying emphasis on the first part of the Blackpool resolution. 
They believed that at the time when the second part of the Blackpool 
resolution was framed, the authors of its wording must have been in the 
confidence of the Cabinet, and must have known its decision to appoint a 
purely Parliamentary Commission, especially as it was freely admitted that 
the decision was taken and announcements were ready to issue as early 
as August. 

What happened at the interview between Lord Birkenhead and the 
deputation may be briefiy told. His liordsbip was informed that the party 
was bidden to press for the fullest opportunities for co-operation being offered 
to the Indian Committee. 

Lord Birkenhead expressed sympathy with the demand, and said that it 
was the intention of the Government to ensure the fullest co-operation bet- 
ween the Commission and the Committee, consistent with efiiciency. Details 
of the interview are not available, but it was understood that the following 
demand was suggested by the Parliamentary Labour Party :— 

That (l) the Committee of the IjCgislature should sit jointly with the 
Commission, (2) the Committee should be allowed to either take part 
in the examinatiou of witnesses or suggest questions to the Chairman to be 
put to witnesses, and that it should have the right to suggest exami- 
nation of further witnesses or call for other evidence to rebut any 
evidence tendered before the Commission, (4) the Committee should have 
the right of access to all papers and even confidetitial documents, (5) it should 
have the right to be consulted before the Commission makes recommen- 
dations, (6) it should have the right to join in the recommendations if the 
agreement with the Commission, or if in disagreement record minutes 
which shall be placed before Parliament, ( 7 ) and that when legislation 
based on the recommendations of the Commission is before the Parliamentary 
Select Committee, the Indian Committee be placed on an equal footing 
with the members of the Commimion, and be allowed to collaborate 
with the Select Committee in such a manner as may be determined by 
the former. 

The Deputatioa stated that thia was the minimnm which woulct.i^isfy 
the Labour Party in Parliament, and that failing assurances of ^ese '^tacili- 
ties to the Indian Committee, the Party may be compelled to withdraw its 
nominees on the Commission. Lord Krkenhead left matters in a vague sta^ 
but the DepuUtion pressed for a dedaratiou on the floor of the Parlig* 
ment. (See 
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Hm PuiiuMOtafy Labour Puly*a Haciri o ii i 

Oo the S4tii Noramber the memban of the Pariiamantaqr Laboor Pferigr 
ImM a lively meeting to determine finally tlie attitude of the party on the 
Statutory CSommimiona The members were inststont that the minimum Aat 
would ju<itify Labour participation in the Commissioni was oomplianoe by Lord 
Birkenhead with the demands of the Labour Deputation, securing to the 
Indian Committee equality of status and authority with the Gommissiona 

It was explained that Lord Birkenhead had substantially conceded the 
demands made by Labour. The question was one of procedure in which 
the wishes of the members of the Commission and the views of the Gbvern* 
ment of India had to be given every conuderation. In the ciroumstanees. 
while Lord Birkenhead undertook to secure the Committee the privileges 
asked for it, he was unable to make categorical statements straightway. On 
this, the members demanded that a statement be issued embodying the con* 
ditions on which Labour members were being allowed to oontinueon the Com* 
mission. After discussion, the party learners agreed to the issue of a statement 

A careful perusal of the statement showed that Lord Birkenhead had 
made important reservations. Originally, all that was intended about the 
Committee oi the Central Legislature was that it should send up its views 
and proposals in writing, and lay them before the Commission for examina* 
tion in such a manner as the Commission might decide. The committee 
was later on to continue in session to be available for any ooniultatfon that 
the Commission might deem necessary. A similar procedure was to be 
followed in the provinces. From this, It will be seen that the oommittoe 
was intended to perform no functions, beyond those of tendering statement 
on behalf of the unofficial members of the legislatures and to be called or 
not called into consultation, at the option of the Commission. The following 
oflScial statement was issued by the Party : — > 

'* The Laboar Party regrets that the Goperoment, before makiog Its original proposals 
in eonnfction with the Indian Comroissitm, did not recare the co-operation of representa- 
tives of Indian people. In the opinion of the Labour Party the Oomnaission appo1nte<l to 
proceed to India shoold make it itH primary dnty from time to time to oonsult, on ec|aal 
terms, with the Committee appointed hy the Indian Legislature. Tiie Parliamentary 
Laboar Party is further of opinion that there ehoald be joint meetings of the two Com- 
missions for taking evidence (though not to the exclnsion of either body taking other 
•videnoe by itself) and that, after all the eviilence has been beard and enquiries have been 
made, farther consultations between the two ComralBsions should be held and reporta of 
both Commissions should in dne course be presented to the Joint Committee of two Hooses 
of Parliamsnt. The Laboar Party has every confidence that its representatives on the 
OommiiBion will act in the spirit of this stipulation.** 

After further ciscussion tbe Labour Party decided not to withdraw the 
members of Labour Party on the Commission and they reached complete 
agreement with regard to the coarse to be adopted for the debate on tbe 25th. 
The members of the meeting showed every sign of satisfaction at the decision. 


Independent Labour Party’s Resolution. 

A meeting of the National Council of tbe Independent Laboar Party 
wsa held on the 19th November when the main subieet of discuuion was the 
situation created by tbe exclusion of Indians from the Statutory Oommir 
•Ion. SpcMhes were made strongly condemning the exclusion of Indlantf 
and depkring the association of L^ibour representatives with the Gommiesion. 
It wac pointed out. that lisbour was giving a legittmate oause to Indian 
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politioiaos to doabt tbo (oiio fii§$ of thoir profaitioni in ragud to loAii 
Aftar no intarastiog ezohsnga of yiairs Mr. Fanner Brookvray morad 

" The ^ Indapandant Labaar Partjr strongly protests against tba azbia* 
sion 6f Indians from the Statutory Commfuion appointed to report on the 
future Goyernmant of India. It reaffirms the right of India to salf-determr 
nationi and urges that the Labour Party should ask the Labour members on 
the Commission to withdraw unless Indian representatiyes are placed on a footr 
ing of full equality with the British representatiyesi or such other arrangements 
are made as are considered satisfactory by representatiye Indian opinion.” 

•Boycott ol the Statutory Commissionl 

,Tha Leaders* Manifesto. 

On the IGth November Mr. M. A. Jinnah iMaet) the following statement to the press 
1 oonsnlted by wire a few prominent leaden in different parts of India with a yiew to 
adopt ooneerted action regarding the annonnoement of the Statntory OommMon. The 
answers I received made it clear that owing to the provincial iixtnres to which they were 
already committed in their resprotive provinces, and having regard to distance a meeting 
At Bombay or any other central place at an early date was not feasible, althongh they am- 
phasleed the neoesiity of joint concerted action. As the question will soon be taken np 
by both the Hnnses of Parliament in England, 1 tbougth it was most essential that anthori- 
tative opinion of an alMndia character ebunld be eaprossed in time to reach London befoic 
the final deoisions are taken by His Majebiy’t Govurnment. I therefore oireniated a draft 
manifesto, with a covering letter, requesting the varioos prominent leaders to anthorise no 
on or before the 16th instont to include their names as signatories to the manifesto to be 
issued, if approved of by them. 

I am glAd to lay that 1 have received so far, the most powerful and influential support 
from all parts of India, from the foremost leaders of the Indian National Congrois, the 
AlMndia Mnslfm Leagne, the AlMndia Liberal Federation, the Federation of Indian 
Ohambers and the Mill-owners’ Association. I have not included the namee of leaders of 
the Hindu Mahasabha as 1 received a wire from Lala Lsjpat Rai dated Lahore, 16th, as 
follows r *< Have wired to Mr. Jayakar, Awaiting bis reply ” and p uhsequently a telegram 
from Mr. Jayakar dated Poona, 16tb, which reads : My party supports hoyoott, hot 
prefers to issue its owu statement. Copy posted to your address.” I have not yet rooeived 
A reply from Pandit Madan Mohan Maiaviya and Dr. Moonje. 

I have not included the names of the President and President-eleot of the Indian 
National Congress amongst the signatories to the manifesto, for reasons stated In their 
messages which speak for themselves and which are as follows 

From Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar and Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar, dated Madras, llth No?. 
Your manifesto omits self-determination and also, Asa mbly and Congress demand ; 
oonoedes the need for an inquiry and proceeds solely on the ne^ for a miied Commission. 
Moreover, abstention is made qualified and conditional. The Congress Working Com- 
mittee’s resolutions and the Bengal and Madras manifestoes have adopted n no on dlt io n A l 
boycott. Regret cannot sign your present draft. Pray reconsider. Let ns nil stAnd firm 
together for simple abstention, each party keeping its reason to itself or stating all tho 
iCAsens together.” 

From Dr. II. A. iHiArl, KArnal, 16th November : ” Agree with the draft joint atnle* 
ment, eioept the last sentenoe which should read 'unless a ronnd table oonfwenes^ in whioh 
British and Indian statesmen’ would partielpate as plenipotentiarifs, Is Invited or At IsMt n 
Commission with a BBAjnrSty of Indians sitting on equal terms is set up, we oannot oonsdea- 
tiously take any part or, share in the work of the Commission as at present oonstltntedL** 

The other leaden of the Congress, who were oonaolted, adopted the saiae line. Iht 
manifesto and the names of the signatories are as below 

■* We have given the most anxious conilderatloa to the announouoNnt nnds In tha 
Houses of Pai'UauMnt and the stetesMnt of His Exeellenoj the Vioeraiy and the appeal oC 
the Piesiler regarding the oonstitntion and programme of the Statotonr OonrasisM^ Ws 
haveooBMto the delibeimte oonolesten that the exolaslon of Imllans from the Cowssl ss lo n 
Is fundasBsntally wrong, and that the proposals about Committees of LsgUataies bsIPB 
allowed to submit their visws to the Commission, end later to bonfer with tbo Joins Ptelia- 
motttare Cpmmittee. ..ase whollj Inadequate to meet the lequiiumenta of Iha Tha 
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mda^Tiag priadple of Ihe loiieiDe, tb«t IndiAiis tra to bofa no aothoritotiTo toioo aitbar 
in Ibe ooll^ion of propar ointeriala and avidanoa or in iba taking of deoiaioni bj waj 
ni itoomnendationa of tLa CommiMion to Parliameot, ia of aaob a eharaotar that India 
cannot with anj aalf>respeot, aoqaieaee In It. Unlaai a Commisaion on wbiob tha Britiab 
and Indian itataanien ara inritad to alt on rqaal tanna In aat np wa cannot conMientionalj 
taka anj pan or ahara In tba work of the Gotnmiaaion aa at preaant conatitnted.*' 

Bir Dinabaw Petit, Sir A!i Imam, Sir Chfmania) 8eta]Ta<i, 8ir Abdol Rahim, Sir P. B, 
SiTaawami lyar, Sir Bahadnr Saprn, the Hon'bla Sir Phiroxe Bathna, Sir Paraahotamdaa 
Thaknrdaa ; M nnahi lahwar Saran, Yakab Haaaan, Dewan Bahadur T. Rangaohariar, Dr, 
Annie Bcaant, K. C. Naogy, Bapin Chandra Pal ; Lalji Narainji, B. K. Sbanmogbam 
Cbetti : II. A. Jinnab, Sir llanmohandaa Ramji, Hr. H. Hody, Mia Sarojinl Naldn, Baja 
Gaxnafar All ShaiL Dr. Kitchlew, Mr. 0. T. Ghintamani, Mahomed Yakubi Saohidananda 
Sinha and Nawab lamail Khan. 


The Congroaa Manifoato. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, Presidont of the Indian National Congress 
issued the following statement to the press 

The time has clearly oome for the Indian people as a whole and all 
the oommunities and pnlitical p.artic8, whatever their ditferences in the past, 
to give up once for all the policy of drift and solf^deceptiori. The arrange- 
ments relating to the Statutory Commiasion which have been announced by 
the British Government cannot constitute a bhinder on their part unless we 
immediately unite ill a firm policy of boycott and resistance. We oinnot 
listen to the siren voice of the Parliamentary La1)0ur Party that Indian 
opinion should wait till the debates in Parliament, for wo know that the 
policy announced by the British Government is their well considered policy 
which will certainly be put through. It is not a hasty pronouncement but it 
has been the result of several mouths* cogitation after sounding and orgaais- 
ing all that opinion in England that counts as well as all the European opioioa 
in India that counts. In the second place, it is a definite stand that the 
Government has taken up in defiinco of the opinion of all parties in India 
and of the National Demand made in the Assembly twioe by AlMndian 
parties and by the Indian National Congress. In the third place, the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party* manifesto supports Government’s proposals as a whole 
and ratifies that portion relating to Select Committees of central and provinoial 
legislatures. It merely says that they will endeavour to secure a more direct 
and more oo-operative voioe to those Select Committees. The fundamental 
Indian objeotions to the Commission, whether from the Congress point of 
view or from the point of view of other political parties, are not respected by 
the Parliamentary Labour Party. We know what the Labour Party did when 
the Montagu Bill was in the House of Commons. They moved ameudmeute 
and mostly withdrew them and got defeated on a few. \Ve know what the 
Labour Phrty did when it was in power and supported a policy of the severeet 
repreeslon and inauguration of lawless laws in l^ngal. We also know that 
this Labour Party, with the exception of the Independent Labour group, takes 
the lame attitude towards' India eiUier as regains the grant of Self-Govern- 
ment or as regards other crucial matters ee the Conservative Party or as the 
Liberal Party. It would be a tragedy if any section of Indian opinion placed 
ally faith whatever in the Labour Party or in any other British politioel 
pertf axoept in that small group of members who are in the Independent 
Libw Fkrty and who have ehowo# by their freqnent prononooementi and 
aolioiiii that th^ are wholly with oe. That groupi however, uniortuiiately 
is a fludl group and hae ee yot IMiIe influenoe and oontrole neiliier tbo 
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giMt nuijarity of the Loboor Pertjr nor ioSaanoai enj other polilleri pertf 
in BogfauML After all thk dieiUntloiinieot it would be the height of folly 
if we oootiDne to hare any faith in BHtyi opinion or In Britith politioid 
partiei. More than ev«r the great ereed of Blahatmi Gandhi which the 
CoDgresi haa adopted, namely the creed of aelf-relianco, mnat be the only 
creed of all aectiona of opinion in India, I would moat reapecffnlly and 
earneatly appeal to all leadera and other liienda not to reserve or poatpone 
their opiniona and dodaiona or wait to take action till the Oommiaaion 
actually cornea to India. It ia a qucation of life and death for ua and it ia 
of the utmost urgency. Education of opinion ia an immediate and para- 
mount neceaaity. And leading men of all parties are called upon by the 
terrible gravity of the situation to make up their minds at once and to give a 
lead to the couetry., 

I rdoice greatly at the wonderful unanimity of opinion that this an- 
nouncement has evoked in India and our leaders have fully realised their 
responsibility and acted upon the principle that the task of leadership is to 
mobilise opinion and not to wait upon the future. Immediate action of an 
unqualified character is iitdicated as the only fitting reply to the insolent and 
deliberate challenge which the British Govoriimont haa hurled in the face 
of the Indian people and of all patriotic workers. Tho Government knew 
that boycott wae in the air and they know the coiiBcquonc<'s of their pro- 
nouncement. It was a challenge, therefore, on their part to th^^anhood 
and womanhood of India to boycott tho Commisaiou if they dared. They 
considered themselves to have been successful in defeating the Koirco-oper- 
ation movement and I have no doubt they decided that they should be able 
to defeat any boycott movement and if for the second time they could 
•how to the Britieb Public and the world that they could make the Indian 
people acquiesce in this Commission and make any boycott of it ineffective 
the grant of full dominion etatus or responsible government to India might be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The statement of the Government that if we have a strong case we could 
persuade the Commiesion and the Joint Select Committee of both the Houses 
11 eeveie tax upon our credulity. The case for self-government of any 
country la strong and of India in particular is the strongest. But we have 
no faith in any commissions of this demsription. What is the evidence that 
ia neocesary and what is the judgment that can be pronounced ) The demand 
in the Legislative Assembly twice made for the grant of full responoible 
government and for a round table conference or convention to settle amicably 
between the two peoples the terms of the new constitution for India is there* 
The demand of the Congrese ie there. Tho demand of all political parties 
and of the oountrji ae a whole for Swar^i is there. As the British Govern* 
ment requires us to demonstrate our fitneee for Swaraj the evidence oi a eon- 
dosive obaraoter that we can now luroish conaiete in the completest and most 
pnqualified and effective boycott of this Commission in all its part and aspects. 
This evidence ol our fitness will impress the Commission, the Britidi Q^overa* 
ment and British opinion and poliric^ parties far more than intalleotual dis- 
plays or knowledge of administrative details or skill in devising oontradiotoiy 
proposes. Seleot Committees will be very useful to the British Goveroiiient 
in denying or diminishing Indiim diim for Sware^ The Seleot Oommittas 
of ihe Central Legidatnre is to bo a Joint Select Cemmittee ol the CouneU 
•I State and the LegUative Asmsbly. The oficial members aod the uoml* 
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piled memben and the European block w9I take part in the eleotione and 
we maj well preiume that tiie single transferable vote will be the method 
sdopted. The Manchester Guardian/’ rightly says that if the Select Gom* 
mittees submit dissentient reports that fact may be used to damage the Indians* 
dium for Swarig. Every one who reflects upon the proposals of the Select 
Committeee either of the central legislature or of the provinces must hold it 
to be a skilful plan for eliciting disooi^ant views. 

The reasons for the boycott are of the most cogent dessription. Indian 
people* as the Congress has rightly claimed* are entitled to determine their 
own constitution either by a Round Table Conference or by a convention 
parliament. That claim has been definitely negatived by the appointment 
of this Commission. That is the most important reason not only from the 
Congress point of view but from the point of view* 1 am certain* of all the 
Indian political parties which concurred in the two resolutions of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of 1 8th February 1924 and 8th Sopemhcr 1925. That of 
courre is the fundamental objection. The second reason is that we cannot 
be parties to an enquiry into our fitness for Swari^i or for any measure of 
responsible Government. Our claim for Swaraj is there and it is only a 
qu^ion of negotiations and settlement between the Hritish G ivoriimeirt and 
the Indian people. The thiit] rcsison is undoubtedly the alTront to Indian 
self-respect involved in the deliberate exclusion of Indians from the Cjm- 
mission. While the Congress point of view is undoubtedly that any 
Commission whether mixed or all-British* is open to the two fundamental 
obgections already stated neither Congressmen nor others can ignore the 
insult offered to Indians generally when they are roundly told that they 
cannot be regarded as unbiassed and competent to present an accurate picture 
of facts to the Parliament. A majority of really reprosontative and unoffioial 
Indians on the Commission would still be open to the fundamental objections 
from the Congress point of view but would bo free from insulting implioa- 
tions. Nor do 1 understand how select committees consisting of Indians 
will become straightway unbiassed and competent to make their judgment 
** an integral factor in the examination of the question and be given due 
weight.*’ The fourth reason for the boycott is that the present time ie 
considered by the British Government as most suitable. From their point of 
view it would help them to revise the constitution so as to make it even 
more convenient than the existing Act. When a Commission was wanted 
the British Government would not give it* but they would impose upon the 
Indian people a Commission which is not want^ and when it is not 
wautedf Lord Birkenhead now introduces a bill to amend Section 84-A 
of the Government of India Act so as to appoint the Commission befoiu 
the expity of the ten years. Could he not introduce a bill either to repaid 
that eectioo altogether or to amend it so as to provide for a Bound Table 
Conferenoe or a constituent Assembly. The Government of India Act hae 
been modified during the interval* on mattera such aa the Lee Commission 
propoeala and the enabling of Viceroys and members of Goverbmeot to 
toke leave and go out of India temporarily. This veiy SecHoo 14-A 
dealing with this Statutory Commission is now sought to be modified on 
this important matter* the question of date. We arc also told in the stair 
ment issued by His Excellency the Viceroy that the statute never professed 
to isoorpofato " irrevoeablc deoisions.** Why then should not Seofon 84 -A 
be ripiioed er suitably modified so aa to accede to the demands of tha 
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political devetopmeiit of India, because the period came iust before the 
enquiry by the Statutory Commission^ and he deplored the divisions in the 
Nationalist forces. Coniinuini*, he said that the policy of obstruction was not 
an end in iiselt. No politician would hesi^te to resort to obstruction if circum- 
stances demand^ it, but what he objected to was the determination c^t^ 
policy of obstruction beforehand. His opinion was that the represmtatives in 
the Legislatures should be given full freedom to decide for thenttelvcs what 
course of action was best suit^ as occasion demanded and if they erred there 
were always the electorate and public opinion to correct them. He applied to 
all Congressmen attending the Gauhati Session to seize the opportunities for 
united action. 

The experience of the last six years in the Legislatures in which they had to 
often change their programme and policy of action was sufficient to show the 
lack of wisdom in laying >'own any hard and fast rules by the Congress for 
adoption by the popular representatives in the Legislatures. It was somewhat 
disappointing for him to read Pandit Motilal’s statement in which he spoke of 
the maxima and minima of their demand. If Mr. Gandhi was going to be a 
** silent spectator** as he threatened to be, and if Pandit Motilal Nehru was 
going to take an unflinching attitude then the prospects of union, for which 
elSbrts were being made by Mrs. Naidu and others, appeared to be gloomy. 

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta's Threat. 

In an interview to* a Press representative Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, leader 
of the Congress Party in the Bengal Council, said that it was his opinion that 
having regard to tne strength 6f his own party and the return of a number of 
members who did not belong to his party but were oppored to the revival of 
Dyarchy it would be most difficult in Bengal to form a ministry when the Council 
met. Asked whether there was any likelihood of a change of policy at Gauhati, 
Mr. Sen Gupta said : ** We are bound by the pledge on which we sought election 
and until the Congress at Gauhati alters in any respect the resolution adopted 
at Cawnporc last, year will bind us and will be strictly followed by us in Bengal. 
Personally, to me, it seems impossible to even entertain the proposal of tne 
acceptance of ministry ani the consequent revival of Dyarchy in Bengal, having 
regard to the continued detention for over two years without trial a large number 
of public men. Moreover, there has been no respcnse of any kind on the part of 
the Government in the direction of a change of the ccnsiitutjon. Not only has 
there been no indication of any relaxation of policy pursued by the Government 
with reference to the two matters mentioned, but on the contrary we have the 
European Association ihrough its president expressing their views which clearly 
make it impossible for any honourable Indian to think of any change of policy. 

The people of India do not differentiate, and in my opinion quite rightly, 
between official and non-official Europeans in India. Lord Lytton pleaded, only 
the other nii hr, for mutual trust between the people of India and England. The 
answer, flat po, has now been given by the President of the European Association 
in the preKnee and without any protest of Their Excellencies the Governor of 
Bengal and the Viceroy of India. The European Association drsires a free 
fight to the finish, is it any wonder that the Indian regards all this talk of co- 
operation as a huge farce ? I would .have taken no notice of Mr. Langford 
James's speech or the sentiment underlying it, but for the fact that he spoke as 
the President of the European Association in Bengal. I feel, it is my duty as 
a member of the Indian National Congress, as leader of the Swaraj Party in 
Bengal and also as the Mayor of the City of Calcutta to scund a note of warning. 

I say with all the emphasis that I can command and wiih a full sense of 
responsibility that if Mr. Langford James or bis compatriots continue making 
speeches of the style of which we had a specimen last Tuesday night, it would not 
be long before the challenge of the European community was taken np by the 
people of India. The elementary fact which should not be overlooked by the 
Europeans in India is that they total at the outside two and a half or three 
lakhs. Half a million men, sufficiently desperate, would be more than enough 
to give them such trouble as to make them realise their .singularly precarious 
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ia dus CQoatr]^ Tte Gnifrien it phidgMl to aoa-violene« »o<i Ht 
■lembcft are siacerely anxious that the atmfgle ibr Swaraj ^uld be carried on, 
on non-violent tinea. It paint me to think that our eSbrtt thould he fruttrated 
fay gendemen of the ilk of Mr. Langford Janwi. Oaee ihore. I warn Mr. Langfbrd 
James and hit friends against such outborsts as we have witnessed lately. The 
nulls of Providence grind slowly, but they grind exceeding small. The events 
in China ought to be an eye-<^ner to the more sanguinary section of the 
European Community. 


The Eiuopean Asgocintion and die Y. M« C A« 

The adoption of a new constitution fi>r the Council of the Associatton and 
a heated debate on the resolution on Y M C A and politics were the features 
of the annual meeting of the European Association in Calcutta on the ipih 
February 1937. 

Mr. C. B. Chartres, incoming-President. in moving thanks of the Associa- 
tion to the branches for their work during the past year eulogis^ the record 
dmount of work done by the branches and said that the one special feature has 
been that all branches hrid successrtil dinners at which Governors of their 
respective provinces were guests and took the opportunity of making public 
utterances. 

Sir Hubert Carr then moved the adoption of alterations in rtt!cs and 
branch regulations and said that the proposed alteraticns were aimed at giving * 
the council an all-India character. Election. to the council must not 1 >e hy.a 
small meeting but by referendum. It was hop^ by securing members of the 
Council fron different provinces to secure the very best experience that 
the community could offer. Members of the Council being in different provin- 
ces could not be any handicap as most of the important business tranucted 
by the Council was done by circulation and that there was plenty of time for 
consulting all member of the council. The meeting then adopted tbs new 
constitution. 

Y. M. C A. And Politics 

Mr. Hobbs then moved his resolution That the Eurt^an Assccialiun ia 
India view with gravest disapproval the increasingly active part taken ia 

K ditics in India by the secretaries employed by Y M C A and urge Egglish 
ational Council immediately to take S'.epf to recall British Secretaries who 
persist in taking active part in political work and in futur< to ensure that any 
men sent from England shall be pledged to religious, physical, educational 
and recreational work, also that they shall be pledged not to engage in fjolitical 
work of any kind nor permit political propaganda to be carried on in tMr 
lulls or to assist those who tour India with political missions.'* The resolution, 
after a ' heated debate in which speeches were made both for and against the 
motion was adopted after omitting the words ‘rincreasingly active ** in the ffrst' 
sentence of the motion. Mr. Hobbs said 

^ To-night it is my object to rouse sufficient interest to see what can be 
done to check paid servants of the Y M C A from selling their time to promo* 
tersofanti-Uritishpoliticalmovcmcnts, to let the. public know that to-day the 
Y M C A in India is as far from religion as modern sefenoe has left Moset. 
In 1917 or 1918 the European control of the Y M C A .in India came to an end* 
Hr. Dutta and Mr. K. T. Paul assumed charge and incidents tn regard to litera- 
ture distributed amoag British troops in Mesopotamia came to my ears. With 
many friends in the Army 1 sxm heard what was going on in the united States 
where I spent aome time in 1919. I found they spoke badly of the Y M C A and 
being slightly interested 1 collected notes. In 1930^ the Indian press commenied 
on It rcsoitttioos pass^ by the Convention dealii^ with the Y M C A, one of 
whid was certainly the declaration of an intention to Uke up pollticf. Then 
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its organ, **Tlie Yooog Men of India** attracted notice. Articles vidlentl: 
aatf*Bfitiili and some in eulogistic terms about Russian revotucionaries begat 
to appear. Criticism forced the editor and others to point out t^t ^writers o 
contributed articles were alone responsible for opinions they expressed unlest 
it is otherwise stated.* The result of deviation from religicn to politics was 
soon noticeable. In Calcutta in ipsi* when the Prince of Wales came to India, 
the Branch in the College Street was reported by the Police to be the nest of stone- 
throwers. Then *at the Rotary Qub, the Y M C A and at other meeting places in 
Calcutta disturbers appeared evidently trained in one school who spoke in such 
a way that when they left off, it was easy to see their mission was to create 
uneasiness, arouse suspicion and gradually work up the finale of bitter hatred 
cf eve^thing English.” 

After referring to the visit to Calcutta of one Dr. Sherwood Eddy, Professor 
K. I.. Saunders and Prof. H. E. Ward who, he said, made anti-British propo- 
gandist speeches, Mr. Hobbs asked : **Why did ^dy and Saunders conceal 
the fAct that they were on the staff of the Y M C A ? ** My next question would 
be Was Ward one of their men also? ’* 

Proceeding, Mr. Hobbs said: ”On page 13 of the Y M C A Calcutta 
Branch Report for 1935 . 1 read that educational work maintained its standard, 
for aincng these who lectured to the boys was Mahatma Gandhi. They evidently 
had n jt iSt nerve to try him on the mder members, but on boys. No doubr 
these >oungsters had an opportunity such as nauseated some of us at the Euro- 
pean Association and the Rotary Club when the Chairman and others fawned 
over and smirked the man wli) told the millions to insult that messenger of 
peace Likl goodwill, the Prince of Wales, and wh^se political career has been 
marked by unspeakable horrors and milestones of murdered people. 

** Pernaps from that you will begin to understand that the Y MCA has no- 
thing at all to do with politics. As Mr. D. F. Macielland, Secretary of the 
Burn;.*! Y M C A, recently informed his members that the country possessed 
a real leader and servant in Mr. Gandhi and rea ers were able to gather that 
in Mr. Macielland they had a man who talked disloyal tosh. Even Mr. F.. £• 
James in bis Chapter on the life of Mahatma Gandhi, where he says that weak- 
minded illusionist and legal medircrity is second Jesus Christ, would probably 
deny that he indulged in politics although on the 9th February 1926, when Mr. 

J A Spender was lecturing to the Rotary Club, Mr. F E James in the passage- 
at arint proudly auerled that Turks had asked the Y M C A to run Turlmy. 
Of ciuise, the Y M C A could not have been meddling with international 
politics for that proposal to be made or a fable to be invented. All one can say 
IS, ** God save Turkey.” 1 believe there are men on the staff of the Y M C A, 
who tgree wish me, wh3 resent deviation into the dangerous paths and corruption 
of Indian politics and who in secret welcome my attack on a decadent institution. 
'Ihe fact that they have not come out into the light of day speaks for itself. All 
ate not political agitators. Many among them live up to the principles of the 
founder of the Association. The Red Triangle stands for soul, mind and body. 
'Ihe colour of the triangle is not the lint of meir TOiitical creed.” 

Opposing Mr Hohbtf motion, Mr. F £ Wilmill denied that their work liad 
linylhtng whatever to do with the Y M C A. As regards Mr F E James he was too 
well known M t^m for the speaker to defend him. Mr James had done valuable 
work on the &tifitil of the Association as also as a member of the Legislative 
cjunciL Mr. Wilmill asserted that there was no ground whatever for the associa- 
tion to act on the lines indicated in the resolution. 

Sir Hubert Carr, an ex-President, suggested that now that they had drawn 
the attefition to the state of affairs they should drop the motion. Eventually the 
motion was put to vote and dedared carried amidst cheers. 

Ganetal 8ecf«taffy*e Spirited Reply. 

Dr. S, X. Datta, the General Secretary of the National Council of the 
Young* Men*s Christian Associatkin, India, Burma ani Ceylon, addressed to 
the General SecreUry of the European Association, Central Administration, 
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(iMcutta, a reply to the resolutioa ratted at the aaatial general meeting of the 
Enropean Aisociation held on the i 8 ui Fehniary. In the coorte of the letter 
Dr. Datta ttates 

** 1 note that you have failed to forward the evideiice on which thit retolo- 
tion was bated, bnt....«..l take it that the materialt on which the retolotion wat 
patted are to be found in the report! of the two tpeecbet which were delivered 
on that occatioD** 

, “A Baielett Charge” 

The letter refert to Mr. Hobbt having moved the reaolution in a tpeech 
latting for^ minutet and goet on 

Mr. Hobbt opened hit attack by ttating that in the recent hittory of the 

Y M C A ^ there luu! fateen a dan^^erout and mttchievout pervertioa of a move- 
ment”. He further added that in England it had become clotely atiociaced 
with the Labour Party and that it wat a tragedy ** that to admirable a movement 
ehould take the broad road which leads to anarchy.” Such a charge it, 1 belidve, 
abaolutely batelett. and can eatily be refuted by anyone who will contolt the 
litt of membert of the Engiith National Council of Y M C A’t. He tptdce of the 

Y M C A being etaentially ** British in principle”. 1 regret I am unable to 
follow the speaker in this, for while it wat true tnat the founder of the Y M C A 
was British, its principles have been Christian, and Christianity is greater than 
nationalitm. The speaker then stated that the Y M C A (apparently in 
England) had been severely handled by an Engiith Journal for ventures in tnule. 

I may point out that the 'English National Council appointed a Committee of 
Enquiry consisting of Lord Askwith, Sir R. V. Vassr-Smith and Mr. F. Gore- 
Browne, K. C. The conclusions of this Committee stated that ” there is no 
ground for the suggestion that the Y M C A has been guilty ofunfoir or 
unjustified competition” 

Enropean Control 

The next charge affirms that in ipiy-iBrEuropean control of the Y M C A 
came to an end.* . . . The control of the Indian Federation of Y M C A’t it 
vested* in a National Council consisting of to members. Turning to the litt 
I find that 15 of these are British, two Anglo Indians, one American and it 
Indians. 1 would also take the opportunity to refer to the fact that the Presidents 
of almost every important local Association in India, Burma and Ceylon are 
Englishmen, and I pay a tribute to their devotipn and to the serious interest 
they take in their work. Not one of them has even raised the objection that 
the movement is beoomiog more Indian. Indeed they rejoice in the fact that 
this is the case. 

” Unpleasant Uterture” 

Another reckless statement made by Mr. Hobbs (and apparently ;xoepted 
by your Association) was the one which suggested ” unpleasant literature” 
was distributed bythe Y M C A to the troops in Mesopotamia. I presume 
that this is suppomd to have occurred during the War as our connection with 
MesopoUmia ceased almost immediately after. Again we are prepared em- 
phatiraily to deny this charge and I would point out Uiat the head of our work 
in Mesopotamia, the Rev. L. A. Dixon, wat mentioned in Sir Percy Lake’s 
despatch and alto in General Maithairs final despatch on Mesopotamian 
operations. 

Among those who publicly recorded their appreciation of the work done by 
tim Y M C A in War areas were the Secretary of State for India and General 
Bingl^. Again we have two letters, written to Mr. Paul by Sir Charles Monro, 
then Gommander^iii-Chief in India. In one of these letters he says, ** I desire 
to co nv ey to the Indian National Council of the Y M C A and its personnel 
my fratenil appreciation, as well as that of the Army in India, of the magnificent 
service rendered by them, lor the comfort and welfore of the Bntish and 
Indian Army. ” 

Alleged Change of Policy 

The next series of ^rges refers to the alleged change of policy in the 
ncthriUee of the Y MCA Cunventbnin i 9 so......Now this rcsolutioo as it sfands 

14 
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was dtafted by a Ccmiiiiittee, a pmitaeat oiember of wkicb was Mn W. Ri 
Gooflay, Private Secretary to the Govmior. He realised that if India was to 
be peered for self-government, as determined upon by Parliament, it was 
necessary for its to give young rndh this help for them to become good citizens. 

we have resolutely refused to become the agents of any kind of poli- 
tical propaganda ; but we are convinced that the discussion and study of matters 
of public importance is a necessary outlet for young men in order that they niay 

form opittioiu^^that are not one-sided. 

We repudiate an> suggestion that we have ever permitted our Associations 
to be used for purposes of political propaganda or by political parties. In 1923 
‘ we folt that our resolution might be misunderstood, and so we presented to the 
Convention a resolution, which is possibly clearer in its wording and was not 
open to misconception. 

** Young Men of India ” 

Raforence was made by Mr. Hobbs to the Journal of the National Council 
ofY MCA’s called the Young Men of India and we are informed that 
** articles violently anti-British, some in eulogistic terms of Russian revolutionaries, 
began to appear.*’..'...,On the whole it was held that these (four) articles might 
have the effect of causing mistrust and bad. feeling ; and the Executive took 
certain practical steps including the appointment of a committee, to scrutinise 
articles contributed to the ** Young Men of India,” in case they were con- 
troversial in tone. Since then no complaint has come to us regarding our 
magazine. I may add further that the statement regarding the publication in the 
‘^'V^ung Men of India” of articles eulogising ” Russian revolutionaries ” has 
no foundation whatsoever. 

Alleged Stone-Throwing 

« During this period of stress (1921-22) Mr. Hobbs tells us that the College 
Street Branch in Calcutta was reported by the Police to be a ” nest of stone- 
throwers.” This is the first time that 1 have heard the charge mentioned, and 
I naturally investigated the matter. I have before me a statement made by Mr. 
C. S. Paterson, who has lived in the building for many years and still a resident 
there. He sa]^ that during the Prince of Wales’s visit to Calcutta the building 
was decorated with flags, and was the only one so decorated in the immediate 
vicinity. As far as Mr. Paterson knows, no stones^ were ever thrown from the 
building. As a matter of fact the Police were given the courtesies of the buil- 
ding and made free use of our telephone for their business. I may add that the 
Prince of Wales never passed by 86 College Street during any time of bis visit. 

Speeches at the. Rotary Club 

1 pass now to the statements made regarding the speeches of Dr. Eddy 
and Dr. Saunders at the Calcutta Rotary Club, an institution with which I may 
say .the Y M C A is not even remotely connected. Dr. Eddy was a member 
for nearly twenty years of the staff of the Indian Y M C A. He left India in 
1911. He is most certainly not a revolutionary he has been represented to be, 
but in any case he is not on the Y M C A strength in India. 

Next comes the case of Prof. K. J. Saunders. If Mr. Hobbs will only turn 
up the proceedings of the Rotary Club, he will see that the statement . made by 
him that Dr. Saunders had described himself as a Canadian educated in California, 
was a mis-stalement. 

As a matter of fact. Dr. Saunders was educated at Clifton and Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge. He holds the degree of ” Doctor of Literature” con erred 
on mm by his University. At present he is Professor in the ” Pacific School 
of Religions,” Berkley, California. Dr. Saunders came to India under the 
Church Missionary Society on the staff of Trinity College, Kandy. Before the 
War he was appointed to tne staff of the Indian National Council as the Literary 
teretary. He was seat by the Y M C A to France with the first contingent to 
the Indian Army in 1914. 

The reason he resigned his position in 1921 was the fact that two of his 
brothers, one an officer in the British Army and the other an officer in the Navy, 
had larged from the War with their constitiitiotts shattered. Dr. Saunders 
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Ibr hfaa to obiaia a 
too tmthen. Was it daoaat 
Into Christiaa of the Y U 


Rac. E. C Dewick, a onaiber of our atal^ also aa EogHihana, ms ejtao 
hitterlv smiitod bv Mr* Hohht 

nere it one ttatement to whicli I hA m tpoeial rajoinder iiacotttmry. 
Apparently tlie European Anociation accepted as proved Mr. Hobbt*t ttatement 
Uiat the Y M C A Boy Scoatt are prevented from tinning ** God Save Uur King.” 
Tlie YMCa it connected with the Boy Scout Movement in the foUowmg 
provinces The Punjahs the C P., Madras Presidency and Burma. We have 
made enquiries at the oflkial head-quarters of the Boy Scouts OrganiiationSa 
The replies indignantly repudiate Mr. Hobbs’s statement, the Provincial Secre- 
ury of the Boy Scouts Association, telegraphing frm Nagpur that it was a 
**bareftced Ke” so fiir as Central Provinces are concenied. 

Bolh Mr. Hobbs and his seccmder Mr. J. N. Becker spoke of BeUevik 
ittSnenoe in the Y M C A in China. Unkirtunatelv we are not In a position 
make a statement regarding China as the YMCA of India has no organic 
connection with the Y M C A of China...... 

On the other hand, we have in our records statements made by a piomi- 
nent Russian revolutionary, and by the anti-Christian Society in China, regard- 
ing the Y M C A. The leader of the Russian ** Pioneers." (The Russian Youth 
MovementV says definitely : The Boy Scouts and the Y M C A develop loyalties 
to (M, country and the King. That is why we consider them our enmies.** 
Indeed, before the World Conference of the Y M C A’s recently held at HOWng- 
fors, a determined and virulent campaign was carried on by the anti-religiottS 
organs of the Russian Press, and within the last fow months the Y M C A move- 
ment, which was seeking to relieve the needs of students in Russian Universities, 
was evpe'led by the Bolshevik (Government. In (Ghina a similar situation has arisen. 

The resolution, as it stands, is a direct censure on one of our British Secre- 
taries, Mr. F. E. James. Let there be no quibbling about this. If Mr. James 
has been a member of the Legislative Council, it was at the invitation of the 
leaders of the European community in (Calcutta. To say the least, it was 
ungracious of the European Association to pass this vote of censure, wfaic)i 
involved Mr. James. 


Annual Meeting of the Calcutta Y. M. C. A. 

An important pronouncement on the question raised by the European 
Assodatira regarding the alleged political activities by the Y M C A was made 
hjtht Bishop of (Calcutta speaking at the annual meeting of the Calcutta 
Y M C A. on the 9th March 1927. He said he did not want to say any- 
thing about the particular charges which had been brought against the Y M 
C A for the sufficient reason that he did not think things could slay where 
they were at preMht. Specific charges had been made by a responsible body 
against another highly responsible body, and either on one side the evidence 
most be adduced which would substantiate the chaiges or else the charges 
dmold be withdrawn. He felt that the European Association was every wtdt 
as much upon its trial as the YMCA. Its reputation was at stake no test 
then that or the Y M C A, becaugp a highly responsible body, representative 
of much of the business ability, intellect and influence of' the Enrepean 
pmla6on, not only in Calcutta, but all over India, had sent op a resolotiott 
whidi embodied certain principles, and that resolution was formulated be- 
cause of oertmn diarges made against die Y M C A. The European Assodalion 
mM substantiate those charges or else it would looe Its reputation ia the eyss 
of av-lldaking end right minded men and women. 

Proose dfi ^ the Bishop said he wouhl not sey asqrthing eboot the epeetffe* 
wrgee, becnnee Uiey ought to be investigated, end one ought not to ppeek on 
thiM undm Ibvestigetion end upon which judgment bed not yst been n n ie s d * 
in » first placs, it hid been hdd that no semtary of fhs Y M C A Aowbte 
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9 M acthre fMirt hi politfci. If It wm tn Engfamd he would agree, becaoee theve, 
to take part hi the conmelt of the aaiioiif a maa wae required to devote piec^ 
tfealfy the whole of his time to the work, aod he was also a paid Mrvant of the 
Crown, la India the pcsition was entirely diflhrent* Here, the Legislative 
Goondfs met for short periods two or three times a year, hi India, too^ there 
wet communal representation. They had, for instance, the representation of 
the European community. There were no Europeans of leisure in India and, 
themfore. they had to obtain somebody who was employed by othera to r e pr e sent 
them in the Bragal Council and in the Legislative Assembly. 

The Indian Christian community needed representation at Simla. Wen 
they going to say that they would not employ any roan who was employed by 
othmf Sorely tli^ could not say that in the case of the Indian Christian oom- 
mnnity. It was perhaps possible to obtain a more 'eisured man. but they 
wanted the best maa in such an influential and representative body as the 
Assembly, and H’he happened to be a Y M C A Secretary, it Should not be im- 
possible for him to give so much oChis time as attendance in AssembW demanded. 
He had hoped that this year they would Rave seen Dr. Dutta again represent- 
khf the Indian«Christian community in the Assembly. Dr. Dutta was a nn 
off ability end independent judgment, and after all, if a man was to represenc 
a community, he should be able to think and speak what was in his maid, and 
not necessarily merely endorse whatever those in authority might say. 

In the next place they were told that the concerns of the Association should 
be religion, education pnd recreation. He had always been brought np to 
believe that religion covered all life and meant a particular attitude towards 
life In its several departments. In the same way he was led to htSrtrt that 
education was not limited to any particular subject, but' covered tihe whide 
range of subjects that men had to deal with. So, though he believed and wholly 
en d orsed the opinion that the Association had to deal with religion, edncatiea 
nnd recreation he certainly did not hold that this should rule oat any depart 
meat of life in which men needed education and the Christian point of now. 
The Y M C A was out to help young men to take a Christiaa point of view on 
every subject 


Annual Meeting of the Bombay Y. M. C A 

A spirited refutation of the European Associatkn’s charges against the Y M 
C A was made in the speeches delivered at the annual meeting of the Bombay 
branch of the Y M C A on the gist March 1937. Mr. H. W. Nelscn, who presided, 
entirely endorsed the able statement made by Dr. Dutia. He added the Ano- 
ciatioa had nothing to fear Rrom criticism. He must say it came as a surprise to 
lum that such a tatter attack should be made apparently without foundation by 
a political body on a Qiristian organisation. The prsition, he declared, could 
not he left as it was and unless the resolution passed by the European Assedation 
was withdrawn a full enquiry into the charges should be made and he was con- 
fident a full refutation would ensure, thereby leaving tbe Y M C a in a stronger 
position to carry on the work which it had so ably done for so many years. 

The Governor’s Speech. 

H. E. the Governor of Bombay, Sir Leslie Wilson, Patron of the Association 
made a*vigormis defence of the Y M C A. He entirely agreed with the Chairman 
that the position cculd not be left as it was. ** It would ht fatal if on the one hand 
the impression is strengthened that the Emopean Association of Calcutta is need- 
lessly mosecuting a|n o^anisation which does to much work in India or on the 
other naiid that the Y M C A is ap Institutioo in active sympathy with the 
enemies of the State. Now I can only SMk so flir as India it concerned with 
a knowledge of Bombay and I say without any hesitation whatever that I know 
of no instance here where the Y 11 c a has taken any part in politics. It is un- 
ioubtedly uue that members do discuss politics and it is only right they danild.” 
His Excellency quoted the resolution passed by the Y m c a ccavention in ipso 
that the Association- should al^ itself In no scnsewithpartypolitictandpm- 
ceeded,<^Let usrememberfiiitmalltliatit would be. as impossible as it would 
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wijf op mo > be eadetirable for membert of the Y M c A to refrein from tahiot 
M fiiteSigeiitloteMt Hi political qtieftiooe of the dev, more paHicuhiTlY io m 
MM thef jAct the country in which they live, elQioQgb li It really equally im* 
partant ihat they diould take a lively intereat in theae daya in intematioBal 
pcditica as wefl. To ujr that they ahonid not do ao would be exactly dm same 
as laafeatisg that the naiont at Oxford and Cambridge and other oniveraities 
dhodid he a ap p r caa ed and as ta well-known there is always very free diacnatioB 
on polidcal laatters in theae uniora. Such ditcouions among the members of 
die T M c a are to my mind moat useful and any attempt lo suppress them would 
not only be usdesa, but would do much harm. It Appears also that it ia thought 
hy some that die Association was becoming too much indianised. Again I can 
only speak with knowledge of Bombay, but I should regret very much if it were 
not a fact that Indians took a keen interest in the work of the Association, and 
held positions of trust and responsibility in it. The Y M C A is a (Kristian 
movement and even as there is at the moment a Bill before the Imperial Parlia- 
ment ^known as the Indian Church measure which has for its object giviiig lo 
India and those who reside in India a greater control of Church matters in India, 
eo we ought to be glad if in a movement such* as the Y M C A there are many 
Indians coming forward, proud and willing to help in the many activities of the 
Asmnation.” Proceeding, His Excellency deprecated *Mhese discussions and 
diflferences of opinion with regard to a movement which is a Christian movement 
and which has for its sole object the prosperity of the younger generation of all 
nationalities.’* He then paid a warm tribute to the Association’s woih in war, 
in many theatres of operations whether in peace or in war. He said : ** 1 know 
of ao other institution which has so unsc’it^ly and so whole-heartedly worked 
for the benefit of young men of whatever nation they may be. No one can 
deny these facts and while it is true that memories are short and that war 
memories are getting distant I frankly confess 1 find it difficult myself to believe 
that a movement such as yours, based as it is on the experience of years of trial 
and anxiety, with a record of proved utility to hundreds of thousands of young 
men, can- think of taking an active part in politics, more particularly as that 
part, whtch it is suggested it may play, is one which might prove detrimental to 
the best interests of the Empire. Personally, so far as Bombay branch of the 
Y M C A is concerned, I can only ask you to go on as yqu are doing, helping by 
your religious work, by your physical education, by ^ur enthusiasm in prmnot- 
ing sport, by your educational and social activities a^ give to young men of 
Bombay and the Presidency that help which 1 believe you and you above all 
others can give. 

Annual Meet ing of the Karachi Y. M. C A. 

The twenty-second annual general meeting of the Karachi Young Men’s 
Christian Association was held on the 50th May my, Mr. W. F. Hudson. Com- 
missioner in Sind, presiding. The President of the Association, Mr. F. Qayloo, 
in the course of a lengthy address said; — ”A question on which I desire to 
make some comment is the vexed one of the Y m c A and politics. Hi diis 
there appear to be two issues, firstly, the xtevelopment of a political atmos- 
phere within the Assosiation and, secondly, the advisability of its talarkd 
leaders entering the Assembly, or the councils. My main reason for dealing 
with the question is that my position as the President of the fCarnchi Awo- 
ciation may ‘ be made quite clear to our citizens, without whose geneipos support 
given ungrudgingly in either money, time or work, this branch otNiid not 
continue to exist. When soliciting assistance, we have met with searching 
enquiries on this question; but fortunately have been able to reply wHh com- 
plete satisfaction, it was during my absenoe from Karachi in the letter pert 
of I9S3 that the tendency to develop a political atmosphere within the Y 11 
C A In India first attracted my attention. After .my iieltim to Karadd the 

a uestkin continued to give me deep concern until enrty in 10x4. I kUt it tof 
nty to discuss the subject with the Board of Directors. Ihs carefrdly consi- 
dem decision of thooe discussions was that there dumld not be any politics 
whatever within this Association. Whstever n nri jgl on^ chtritable or socini 
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organitatioa hat become dominated by |^itics« disaster has folbwed. Karachi 
taw the trend of events. Some other associations realised the danger ahead as 
also did a number of individuals interested in upholding the real functions of 
T M c A work, amongst whom was H. £• the Commander-in-Chief of the Army in 
this country. 

In this connection I would draw your attention to a resolution which H. E. 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army in India submitted to the National Con- 
vention of Secretaries of the Y M C A in India which read 

<*The Convention agree that the Association should ally itself in no sense 
with party politics and discussion on political questions or on questions which 
are likely to assume a political aspect should be rigidly excluded. It Mieves 
that the As^iation should exert its influence in every Christian way possible 
towards the Complete application of the teaching of Jesus Christ to commercial, 
industrial and social questions.and should stand for justice and fair play in both 
public and private life.” * 

At this stage may I mention that in March this year a conference of the 
General Secretary of the Chief branches in India and Ceylon was held in Calcutta 
but while Karachi distinctly comes within the category of a chief branch our 
General Secretary was not invited to be present. The views of tliis Association 
are well-known in the Indian National Council and 1 can only assume it was 
desired to eliminate opposition. If our General Secretary had gone to express 
the opinion of this Association the views put forward would undoubtedly have 
been diflerent from those approved. 

I must, however, pass on to the other issue, that of the advisability of 
salaried officials of the Association in India entering the Legislative Assembly 
or the Legislative Councils. The persons to whom 1 refer either come to India 
or are selected in this country for filling positions in the Association because 
they are men trained to develop the ideals for which the y m c a stands the world 
over. Instead of this part of their time and the money subscribed to pay for 
their services are being alienated to a political object. Perhaps I had l>etter 
make quite clear what I mean by alienation of time and funds. The salaries of 
such men, whether paid by subscriptions raised in England, America or India 
are provided from money given to Association work and its objects and I should 
doubt if any one of such subscribers would be satisfied to know that a part of 
the time of some officials is or has been spent in work other than fot the Associa- 
tion. To the extent that time is given to the legislatures, so far are the funds 
provided for Association work being alienated to other objectives. In proof 
that the diversion of Y M c A officials’ attention to politics does afiect their 
Association I may here mention that no senior official of the National Council 
has been able to find time during several years past to visit Karachi. Unless this 
political work is stopped friends of the Y M C A will undoubtedly withdraw their 
support and the work of the Association will suffer accordingly. 1 know of one 
definite instance not in Karachi, where a very valuable contribution was withheld 
for some time and the Association would nave felt the loss seriously if the subs- 
criber’s general feelings had not guided the final decision. The English National 
Council has expressed its disapproval of any member of their staff entering the 
Legislature. ^ 

In conemsion 1 desire to make it clear (i) that not a pie of the money 
subscribed by our generous supporters in Karacm is used for any other than 
legitimate Association work (a) that there is no political atmosphere in our work 
here and the sustained success of pur literary section is ample proof that without 
politics increasing audiences can be interested and (O that no subscriber in 
Karachi lias so far withheld support to us on account of this vexi^ qnestkm and 
none need do so, for we will not have any politics in this branch. 



The Indian Sandhurst Committee. 

The Indian Sandhurit Committee, or otberwiee at the Skeen Com- 
mittea, w§m appointed in June, 1925. The oflSeial oommaniqne aononneing 
fit eonetitntion was 03 follows > 

"In tho^Ijogfslative Assembly on the 14tb March last. In tbe eonrso 
of the general diseasslon on the budget the Hoi/ble Sir Alexander Mnddlman 
gave an oi.dortaking that the Government of India would ooiisidor the 
appointment of a Committoo to examine the means of attracting the best 
qualified Indian youths to a military career and of giving them a suitable 
military education. With Jtbe enncurreiice of the Secretary of State, the 
Governmctit of India have now definitely decided to appoint such a Com- 
mittee. 1'be Chairman will be IJeutonant-Genenil Sir Andrew Skeen, 
K.C.B., K.C.f.E , C.M.G., Chief of the General Staff in India. The Govern- 
ment of India are not yet in a position to announce farther details, but 
the Committee will iiicludo nou-ofileial members representing both the 
military classes of the po(.ulation and Indian political opinion.” 

2. Tirm of'Rtftr^neB , — The terms of reference to the Committoo, as 
filially framed by the Government of India, are as follows 

" To enquire and report (a) By what means it may be possible to 
improve upon the present supply of Itidtan candidates for the King’s Com- 
mission both in regard to number and quality, (b) Whether it is desirable 
and* practicable to establish a Military College in India to train Indians 

for the commissioned ranks of the Indian Army, (c) If tbo answer to (b) 

is in the affirmative, how soon should the scheme bo initiated and what 
steps should bo taken to carry it out. (d) Whether, if a Military College 
is established in India, it should supersede or bo supplemented by 

Sandhurst and Woolwich so far as the training of Indians for the oom- 

misfiiuned ranks of the Indian Army Is concerned/’ 

3. Composition of ih$ CommUUo , — The Committee, as finally coiistiluted, 

. was composed as follows : — 

Cu AIRMAN Lieut-General Sir Andrew Skeen. 

Mrmbisus :--Pat;dit Motilal Nohru ; Mr. M. A. Jiiinah ; The Honble 
Sardar Jogendra Singh ; The Hou’ble Sir Phiroae Setlina, Diwan Bahadur 
Riimaohaiidra Kao ; Kawab Sir Sabibaada Abdul ; Honoray Captain 

Him Singh ; Dr. Ziaud-diii Ahmad ; Captain J. N. Baneijco ; Major Tbakur 
Zorawar Singh ; (roprosenting the Indian States) ; Honorary Captain Haji 
Oul Mawaa Khan ; Mujor Bala Sahib Dafle ; Mr. K. Burden. 

PaiiAt Motilal Nohru tendered his resignation as a member of the 
Committee on March lltb, 1926. 

Stfxnmary of Recommenclatione. 

Far-reaching and fundamental changes wore recommended by the 
Committee, their central feature being the abondoiimeut of the B-UnlC 
Scheme and its replaooroent by a scheme proposing that half of the total 
cadre of King’s Gommiseloned Officers in the Indian Army be Indians in 
1953, the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst in 1933, and the opening 
of all wings of the Army to Indians. The Committee recognised the need 



SUMIURT OF RBCOmiBKOATlONS tts 

lor tbo highait eSeioneFt for tlia mafoloiiaiioo of iha proportion of Britiaii 
roeraitment ond the pootibility that the eehema might raqnire to be modi- 
fied in the light of experienoo. l%e report it praettoaUj unaoimoiuk The 
following are the main reoommendatione 

(i) The aoope of the employment of Indians in tiie higher ranke of 
the Army in India should be greatly extended, and faoiUties should be 
proTided in India to train tbem for King’s Oommiisfoned rank. A sub- 
stantial and progressire soheme of Indiaoisation should be adopted* and| 
■uljaettothe pi^nt standard of effioienoy being maintaioedi dhould be 
faitiifulljr earri^ out 

Such a soheme should provide for the following measures 

(a) In 1928* the number of vaoanotas, at present ten* allotted to Indians 
at Sandhurst should be doubled, and thereafter should be inoreased pro- 
gressively until a military college on the lioee of Siodhuiet is establlAed 
in India. 

(b) Indians sbonU be made oligiUe to be employed as Kinifs Com- 
missioned offieers in the Artillery, Eoginaer* Signal, Tank and Air arms 
of the Army in India. For this purpose they should be admitted to the 
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and the Royal Air Force CoHegSb 
Oranwell, provided they qualify by the same tmts as British boys, until 
the occasion arises to create corresponding facilities for their traioing In 
India. From 1928 eight vacancies should be allotted to Indiaos at Wool* 
wish and two at Oranwell, and these numbers rikould be increased pror 
greasively, in due'proportion. 

(e) In 1933, i.e., as soon as the Improvements recommended in matten 
of subsidiary importance, connected with the securing of suitable candidates 
for the Army, have had time to * take effect, a military college, with an 
establishment at the start of 100 cadets doing e thrM years’ course, should 
be created in India on the model of Sandhurst The establishment of the 
college should be increased progressively. 

Successful cadets from the college sbcnld be granted the King’s Oom- 
miasion in His Maiesty’s Land Forces. 

(d) In order to secure the maiotenanee of the Imperial connection in 
military matters, 20 vacancies should continue to be reserved for Indians 
at Sandhurst after the opening of the Indian military college. 

Under the soheme proposed half the total cadre of officers in the Indian 
Army would be Indians in 1962. 

(il) Steps should be taken to maintain the proportton of British reemit* 
ment required. 

(ii) Indian King’s CommiMioned officers trained at the lodiao miUteiy 
college should complete their initial in England. 

(iv) Within reason questions of finance should not be allowed to stand 
in the way of giving effect to these proposals. 

(v) The Prince of Wales' Royal Indian Military College, Dehra Dun, 
ahoold be gradually expanded up to the limit most suitable for an educa- 
tional institution of thli character. Hie control of the college should 
remain In the hands of the military authorities, and its main oldiMt should 
oontiime to be the production of boys for the Army and Navy. Its earri- 
enlnm and standard of teadiing should, however, be carefully adfocted with 
a view to scouring also that the oourse of eduoatlon at it confers a qa^Umr 
tion leoognised by the University authorities. 

iff 
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ot tht Mina liota thooUf !f dimiiBttaiiOit dtmtiid it»te o|WDadliiMiM 
other part of India. 

(ti) The GoTonmient of India ihooki {mpmi upon adnoational anlho- 
ritiea thib paiamonnt national importanoa of reforming the ejitem of 
edneddon iirlndia iHth a Tiew to derebping in the papita of the oi^naiy 
•ehooli and ooUeges those eharaoteriatiesi ao eaaential in an Army offieeri to 
which little or no attention Is at present paid by themi and ahonld appeal 
tq^ them to reorganise the iimtitntions noder their control to this end. 

(tII) The upper age limit for eniranee to the Army should for the 
present remain nophanged. The ultimafe aim should be to reduee It so 
t^ Indian txiys shall enter the Army on an equality as regards age with 
British hoys. 

(n'il) The existing methods of pnblloity should be continued, but should 
be supplemented by enlisting the aid of the ITnirersity authorities and 
Profincial informatioii bureaux. 

(ix) Entranoe to’ the Indian military college In the ease of eandidatea 
from the Debra Dun College and the ordinary scAobls and oolleges should 
bs by open oompetitive examination. 

(x) The basis of soleetion should be widei and the method of applyfag 
to sit for the entrauee examination as simple as possible. No preferenee 
should 'he giren to any particular class or oommunity. 

(xi) Us Army entimnoe examination should be oonduoted by a 
single eentrsl authority at the headquarters of the Goremment of Indiat 
to which any hay. prorided he possesses certain presorihed qualiileationft 
phould be digiUe to apply direet for permision to attend it* 

This authority dona should hare the power after due enquiry aa to 
his qoalifioationa and anteoedents to refuse a oiindidate permission to sit at 
the examination. All candidates whose applioations are approred hf this, 
aathority and who eatisfy a military medical bmd ae to their physioil' fitneie, 
ilmld ^ allowed to attend the central entranoe examination. 

(xii) Adfieory boards should be oonstituted in eonTcnlent eenircs for 
the purpose of adrising candidates as to their ohanoes of sneoem in tte 
entnnce examination. Snob hoards should hare no power to ndeot a 
eaai|klate. and a cuxlldate should not be bound to abide by thdr Tcrdiei 

txiii) Oandidates should bo required to pay aU axpenaea ineorred by 
them in prooeedlnf either to attend Ihe madi^ board or to ait at the 
antranea aaaanination* 

(xi?) To bo eligible to lit for the eompetiti?e entranoe exareinatem 
a boy adneated at one of the ordinary aehooh should he reqiaiiad to be 
between thesagee of f di and 18l and to ha?a lutaed the Matrfeolat^ 
aq^ifaleiil atandnrd. 

(x?) Boya frc^ the Debra Dun College ahould enter * the inili^ 
eoOefa ut appiuitoaloly the aama age ae boya from tha ordinary aehdUa. 
Ai fo ia daairaUe that boya abonh) spend at least alx yean at the IMva Dmi 
CeOege in order to get the maximum benefit from ft* the age Itanlti for 
atefaaion to the (3elle|e ahoidd be reduced from the praeent llfi yean to 
IS yean to< 10 to 1 1 i years. 

Indian* adueatod in England who wi^- to nooira thalr 
mBit^ Mtoing ot thtflndlaiimiltery edlega ritouU htiaqtdradtott^^ 
by the aama ttota aa are api^iid to bop adnealM to Indfo 



SDMMARY or ftICOIIIIBIIDATlOIIS US 

(zfiOlMkfafc lK>yi wko whb to mIu tb* Mhn Anv thiNM it «kv 
•n vQRiig^ b* ffmittrd to iomHo Mr nffitoiy tniofaf to tit loM 
■Utny wikg* oo tiw taa* ooDdMsMW Mim b<^ 

(acfffi) lie oBtrncM onsfatoioB tooddi wniit of o wifttoo w u iiBo- 
tkn ood a intonriev task The deal no i iih toioD eboold be iMide bgr R. & 
thi Tiems on tbe eomUned reenite to thcee two teete. Tbo nwioRtr 
dnold be dween fnm among tboee itob elaod hidiwt in the order to merik 
btoB.B. tbe Conunandei-ia-Chiet ebonU hare the power to reeommoad 
the noaeititoion of e eertaia poraetoegh to eendidtoeo from aaMng thoee 
who qoaIifp> bat do aot etand eofBeientip high to obtain Domination in the 
oidinuT aomae. 

\ (six) Indian boja, whether edneated in England or in India, who deelre 
to enter Snadhnet eboold bo required to qnaUfp for admiition by the eane 
teat aa Britiah boya. Arrangementa abonld be made to allow toem to 
eotopete ior' entranoe either in England or in India. Urdu ahonld be 
iaamed aa an optional anbiiot in the entranoe examination. 

BOya ato^ng to the Debra Don CoUnge who with to enter Sandhnrat 
ahonld be permitted to remain to the oollaga lor an extra year in order to 
eouplete their preparation for the entranoe examination. 

(xx) No paioa abonld be eperad to plane the maobinery of the Intoan 
Mffit^ Odiege oa the highoet piaae of HBmenqr wbieh India ean attain. 
Tbe inatmetora ahonld be maftdy Britiah oAoem and ehoold be piekad man. 
If nceeaeary. apeoially attraethre taram of remnoeration ahonld be offered in 
order to aeenre teoahera to the IMeat eapeeito end rapntntion. 

(xxi) The tonne to toe Iqdinn Miiitaiy College ahonld. in addition to 
militaty aabjceto, indnde a period oi aeademie oludy oa well. It ahonld 
Into for three yeare. to whieh tlw fbto ahonld bo mainly deroted to aeademie 
etndy and the hto two mainly to etiStary training.— The aeademie atandeid 
atlaineble to the and of the eontae ahMid be to framed at to eoonre tpeeifle 
roeegnitioD fimn the odaeatfonel an t h e rit iee. The toope of tho mnitery 
trabriag ahonld be the aame ae that to the praeent Sandhnrat oonrae, bnt 
itmay bedeairablelater to eonrert the eolloge into a oombiucd inatitntion 
proriding abo the fieilitiea of Wooiwieh. 

(xxfi) The oatabiiahmont to the eollago at the atart abonld be 100 
eadato It dninld be iaangnitoed with an intake of 3S eadota a year for the 
diet three ynan» ao that it may reaeh ito fall initial eatabliahment in the 
year far whieh the drat beteh to entrante eommonea the loot year of thoi'' 
tr^hi^ In .toe fantth year of Aa exfotenee. and anbacqiwutly at inter*' ia 
to three yeare. the aannal iataka ahonld be inereoaed by 13. 

(xxiB) expenaee of mainttoning the Indian Military College abonld 
be radneed to the loweto lerel eompetibie with eSeieney. and. in order to 
brtag the aoUege witoin the roMh to Indiao paranta of the elaaeee which 
wiU piofido toe’meiority to eadeta, the faeo ehargto ahonld be died to an 
nmonnt whkh ean be piM without haidehip by parpota to theee elomea. 

(xxfr) Sdmlwrtoipe toonid be prorided by the Ooramment to India 
for 30 per eont of the boya who pom into the eollega oonnally. both, to 
ennniiragn talent and to amiat tiie aona to addiere who would otherwiie be 
aaable .far dnan^ raaeona to outer toe ooUage. 

Sonae to thaae aebtoarahipe afomld be dxad toanamonat whieh wIB 
aneer put cd the oxpenditnre on the boy’a edneatioa at Oahra Dna. if he 
ha bnaa edwnted there. Apart from tUa then ahonld be no niedidertion 



Itc TBB mDlAM SANDHURST COHMltTBB 

oISm ndiyBc oS«U snmngnMiiti regnlatiiig tlia ineidMMe oi O* om 
of the oJliMition •( the Dehn Dm CUlefo. 

In addition the endowment ol aebolanhipe throngfa private generoait^ 
for hope of pettienlar Proviooae, eommnnitiee and Indian Statee at Dehra 
Don ^ the Indian militup eoIlage^wonld he vreloomed. 

(zzv) Dope who eleet te mauve itheir edn e at i en at Bnndfannt after 
the ariUtup edUge Jiaa heen eetdSiabed jn Ii.dia ahonld leeeived no 
greater peenniarp amiitanee tiwn ftat whkh <b givui at preaent to lodiao 
bepa nroeeeding to Sandhnnt 

(xxvi) The arrangeuenta for the gnaidnnahip ef the Indian cadeta nt 
Sandhnnt ahonld ha dnead on a aatiafaetorp looring. Paventa who are hi 
a poatthm to *do ao ahonld heenoomagedtoaaledtheirowBgaMriianafor 
^eir hopat For thoae hopa wboae pnmnta am nnaUe to aeoniw Che aervioea 
of a penonal gnaidian an offioid gnaidian ahonld he appdnted. Ha 
AooH ha verp earefnllp dioaen and Ida dmliaa ahonld be pieciaalpdeliaed. 
Inviewoflhe beavprw^naibilitieawhaaharSlrieralmnpon fahn he thodd 
he granted aome anhatantiai remnnernilian. 

(xxvii) Vioeiop'a ConmiaMBed ettean who aatiafp eertain ooadKtiona 
ahohU he admitted to the Indfaw ariiitaip eoDege hi limited nnmbm for 
the pnipoaa of gmKfping for the Kmg’a Commihaioo. Candidataa ahonld 
he aelaeted hp a heaotl amailar to that which interviewa candidataa for 
Saadhonfei llaao admitted to the college ahonld onlp be reqn'icd to 
ondaigo the laat two poant or the mditaip poitiam of the conrae. 

(xxviS) Special edncarional faefStaea AoaM be afforded to the children 
of the dmaea fm wUeh Commiaaioned oflean are drawn, no that 

Um. beat of them amp have a ptaclieal chanee in fntnre of riaiog throng 
Tloevof'i to Kiflifo fhimulMiniMiii nako 

(aotbe) floiliHt lodioD ttadoBU oi ftitM Uoiforntiai ihooU be 
dheet e—MBiwbni ia Ike Aimy* To auike thk pnooed eflbetiielp the Offieeie* 
Tn^Of Oio|e efe Britiih Unhronitiee ehonld a^iia be thrown open to 
IndioMp OOF ezpeoee toeiirred ia eadi a dep being borne, if neoenery, by 
the Gorenimeiit ol India. 

(zxx) The time it not ripe at preieiit lor the grant ol direct opmmir 
aioni on limilar linee to etodente ol Indian (IniTeraitiee. 

(suud) Indian oadete who are eommiarioned from the Indian military 
oollege ■hoald be attached to a oaralry or infantry unit in the United 
Emidom lor a period of one year. 

(xzxii) Indian eadett who qualify at Wedwieh, andi later, thoae who 
qualify in India by the eonrae eorraip^ing to that of Woolwich, should 
oompleta Ihair initial training in exactly the aame way aa the Brituh cadet 
doeaatpresen^i#., by attending conraea at Chatham and Cambridge in the 
ease of Engineer dfioera and at LarkhtU in the ease ol ArtiUery cdBoera. 

(xxxlii) The '* eight onita acheme ” ahonld be abandoned, and Indufti 
EinifaGommiiakmedoiteia ahonld be eligible to ha posted to any Indian 
noit oi tha Indian Army. 

(xxxiv) There ihould he no ehango in the preaent latca of pay and 
allowaiipea, including marriage allowaiioes. Ineidentally, married atndeiitB 
should not be allowed at tha Debra Dnn College, or married eadeta at 
Sandhnnt or the Indian milttary ooHage. 

(xzxv) A certain Lombar of yacanciaa at the Indian militaiy eoHege 
over and above the number of vaeanciea available for candMitea aeeki^ 



SUmURY OF KECCWIlBMDAtlOMS tl| 

wnmMoiui in the ngoist Indian Amy dionM be raemd lor Indian 8Mia 
whieh with to arail themeeWee of the bioefijto of the training atailable a the 
eoUege for the pnrpoee of giWng hlgber training to oome of tbe olioeia of 
their State Forees. 

The detailt of the anggasted idione of Indianiiation of the Indian 
Army are ebown in tabular form In tbe etatemont appended. The foBoiriiig 
notes are explanatory of the statement 

1. The normal strength of the cadre of offieers of the Indian Anny (Oaril- 
ry and Infantry nnits) has been taken as 3,200. The ananal wastage in that 
cadre has, it is understood, never been aetoarially eahmlated, and it has been 
assumed to be 160, the only figure of author!^ supplied to the Gommittee. 

2. It is proposed that an increase of 10 vaeanoies at Sandhurst should 
be sanctioned Immediately. An interval most be allowed In which to 
advertise the extra vaeanoies, eto. To permit of an ineroase in Mayi 1928 
tile addithwal eadets would have to be ready lo pass the examination hehf 
in September, 1927, and would have to oommenoe their speoial preparation 
for the examination at hast six months before that. It Is therefore postu- 
lated that there wowld be no increase of actual entrants until the Septmber 
tern of 1928, when 10 cadets instead of 5 should bo admitted to Sa^hnrst 
the examination for admission having been held In May, 1928. 

S« In 1929 and in aoeeessive years, up to and indudiog th) year in 
whieh the proposed Indian military col^e is opened (vide note 4 following) 
it is propel that there should be an Inoraase of 4 each year, as a temporaiy 
measure, In the number of vaeanoies allotted to Indians at Sandhurst 

4. In 1933, a millitaiy oollege on the lines of Saodhunt should be 
opened In India. The eapaeity of the college should in the first Instance be 
100 cadete and the course of training three years. A bstoh of 83 cadets 
should join the college in 1933 and In each of the tm sotosediog years. 

6. After the opening of the Indian Military College, the number of 
vacancies Plotted annually to Indians at Sandhurst can be reduced to the 
fomer figure of 20. Any vacandes at Sandhurst not aotuslly taken up by 
Indians should bo added to the establishment of the Indian Militaiy College. 

6. In 1936, the first cadets trained at the ludisn Military CoHege 
receive their oommissiona. 

7. In 1986, the annual intake at the ludian Military Colle;;e is in- 
creased by 12, this making a total of 46 Indian cadets sent for training, 
exclusive of tlto 20 Indian cadets sent to Sandhurst 

8. In 1939 and at intervals of 8 years thereafter, tbe annual intake 
at the Indian Military College is further Increased, on each occasion by 12. 
In 1942, tbe intake rises to 69, giving, with the 20 Indian cadets sent for 
training at Sandhurst, a total of 89 I^iao cadets to be commissioned. 

9. In 1944, the senior Indian King’s Commissioned oflioers now in 
the Army will be due to be considered for command of regiments. After 
this stage is passed «id, it Is assumed, passed snocessfully, tbe number of 
eomnussioos granted to Indians rises above 60 per cent of Ac total aobual 
recruttmeiit to tiie Indian Army. 

10. In 1962, more than 60 per cent of the total ofltoer cadre of the 
Indian Army consists (rf lodiaiis. 

11. The above figures are subfect to a pereentoge correction on aecouiil 
of Inevltsbie wastage and kHm. This cannot be calculated preoissiy and 
ior the prasent purpose it is not occcasaiy to attempt to do so. 



,>tiB ^ T^. iHDiAH SMmnijBsr ti6idiiT^ 

GoTAtanaal, af ladia’a Cammaaiqaa. • 

' Tha OoTimnMNit ef India in iming tha report ny in a.Preeiaom* 
mnniqiia Tha Govammant of India ooosidor it neoeinry to ampluniie 
ibrt naithar thaj nor Hie Ifaieatj’a GoTarnmant hara yat forroad thair 
aondulcaie on iti and that thoea aonolnaiona nnit neeeaaarily taka aaocnnt 
of aai^ laatorai of whUb it wae not within tha prorinoa of the Cpmmittaa 
tonndartaka a oomplata innrfy. For azamplo, although tha Committea’a 
’ laaommandationa b tiiamaatraa ara daeignod primarily with a riaw to 
Indian aondhionai tha problems of reamitmant and training of King’s Com- 
ndssionad ofRaars for whataTar sarrioa ara assantially an Imperial aoneami 
and any proposals ra-aoting on them will reqnira eloso scrutiny by His 
Ifitiasty^ Gorammatit and their military adrisors. Again, tha Goyommant 
whan oallad upon to deal with apy aohama of increasing Irdiaiiisation, 
astanding orar a nnmbar of years, must laaya thamealyas free to considar 
whether the basis of that sehama offers a sura, stable line of adranoa 
towards the araation of a Dominion Army or wbathar alternative methods, 
whidi did not fall witUo tha Gommittee’a terms of relarencc, might not 
more profitably explored, Tha Committae’a report will thus be used 
as a starting point for discussions with His Majesty’s Government to whom 
the Govammant of India will in due oourea forward their considarad 
views on it 

The Oommittaa hold that tha pnaont system of recruitment of Indians 
to Einifa Gommiisionad laqks has failed and quote tha opinion of Sir 
Maleolm Hailey and Sr Prmteabankar Pattani that from a national as well 
as a wider point of view, both Imperial and Asiatic, it is impaiativo to 
saeurs the bast possible material for tha Indian officers of the army. Hither 
to no aooalaiation in IndiaoisstioD had taken place and various causes eon- 
Iribntid to tha paudty of aandldatas. Thasa osnsqs ara azaminad and 
ramadiaa ara suggested. The 8*anit sehama it held not only to aonfiiat 
. with: Aa prineipla of eoroperatton batwaan Indians and British in every 
oAarapharaof administration, but tha test 'formulated is oonsidored to be 
unfair and tod sevaraj upon tha first generation of IiKlian officers, who had 
dt^y other disadvantages to overcome. Both for psychological and 
prioti^ reasons tiha oontinuanoa of tha acbema can, in the Committea’a 
oddon, only aooduoa to failure and its abandoDmant Is recommended. Tha 
•oopa of employment of Indians in higher ranks in tha army in India should 
be grainy aztandad and faollitiea provided in India to train them lor King’s 
Goimnissionad ranks, s4 ,rahstantisl and progresrivo scheme of Indiaoissa- 
lion dionld be adopted and, anldact to tha present standard of effioianey 
being mainynad, should "he faithfully oarriad out 

Such a adiama should provide for the following measures In 1928 
tha number of vaeaneias, at present tan, allottad to Indians be doubled and 
tharaaltar iaaraasad prograssivaly by four a year until a military collage on 
tha tinea of Saadhttist ia aataUiahed in India in 1988, the interval being 
used for raiaiog tba naoassaiy buildioga and arranging staff, ate. The Com- 
mfttaa baa adopted Sandhurst as Aair modal in prafaraoca to tha Canadum 
or Amarkan syatam, for tha raaaoo that India being In need of a large 
standing Army must follow tha standard. of military effioianey at Sandhurst 
tat fai Older to make up far academia defidanoy, it is laid down that there 
be a three years aonraa, of whioh the first year be devoted mainly to 
naodamfe iMy nod the hat two mainly to mi^^ training through instrur 



ooviBRiisiiT OF i!iDiA*s commmQvs m 

ImiAo dMudd be onliihr Briiith. The Indieii Stndharil iboaM el the 
itelbftTtenetlaMitbiiieiifcol 100 osdeti dntiig a Ibrea yaart eeaneb iba 
aaleUiabmaiit of tha edlaga to ba ineraiiaad promraMiaaly. 

The ConimSttaa raoommand. that In ordar to maintion tba Inparial 
oonoaetion in militarf mattera. SO Taoaiieiai thookl oontimia to ba laaer^ 
lor Indiana at Sandharat Altar tha opening ol tha Military CMIagaln 
India» tha adrantagea of thi« coorao ara hold to oatwrigh tha faar that 
Indiana trained at tha Bridah colloga might look down on' thoaa trained in 
India. It ia pointed out, in thia oonnaotioii, that Britiah military inatitottona 
did not oonoada admiaaion abava 5 per cent of their recruitment to Indiana t 
Thia meant that India must h%vo her own inatitutiona. The Comm ittaa 
recommend th^ aueoeaaful oadeta from the Indian Sandharat be graatid 
King^a Commiaaiona in Hia M^Joaty’s hud forooa. They attaoh great impor 
tanoe to thia and mention the instance of the Canadian Dominion Commir 
eion being recently admitted aa equivalent to the Kiiig*t C*immtiaion. 

Ae rogaids the other wiiua of the Army, the Cimm'ttee urge that 
Indiana be made eligible for employment aa King's Commiaaioned offioera in 
the Artillery, Enginaern Si.rnal, Tank and Air armi. provided they qualify 
by tha same teete ae British boys. From 1923 eight vaeineica be aJlottid 
to Indiana at Woolwich and two at Cranwell, to be inereaaed progreaclfi|y 
in due proportiM It may bo desinihh later to provide the facilitfee of 
Woolwich at Ae Indian Sandhurat The Committee however to enaure 
the beat effioienoy recommend that cad<»ts eommiaaiooed from the Indian 
Saodhurst be atUmhed to a Cavalry or Infantry unit In the United Kingdom 
for a year and in Ae cate of As establishment of a Woolwfoh In India 
Indian eadata would attend the coursss at Chatham and Cambridge and al 
Larkill recfproeally. 

It it rooommended that the d>ior of Indian iostitutfoni should be open 
to Britishera who might like to enter them under the propoaed aohame of 
Tndtantsitioii. The Committee compute that half the total eadre of oflleeia 
in tha Indian Army would bo Indt'in in 1**5?. Opiiiimi on this folnt iraa 
not unaiiirootts as Mr. Jttinah, Mr. Rnmachaiidra Ran and M*dor Z *riwir 
Singh wanted this 60 percent Iiidiinisation to hi att-iined in 16 yaira and 
Sir Pheroas S^thna and Major Dafle wanted it to be roachod in 90 yean* 
The Committee however make no recommendation aa to what the ratio ol 
Indian and British recruitment should bo aftir the 50 poromtage is reaohedt 
Tlio Committee assume generally employment in India of a quota of Britkh 
troops liiid acknowlochro that the progress of the eebomo ^ must be contingent 
upon snecMs being secured at every stage, and upon ?nlllt ary efficiency hriog 
maintained throughout. The pbenoiiiona of falling off in British recruitment 
as a result of Iiidianieation were liable to occur and the Committee, 
recognising the value to Iiiii*! for the success of the Indianisition policy itself 
of a continued supply of BriliA ofiieers of the same high quality tu have 
sirved India in the past, rocard it :is specially important to maintain Ao 
proporti >n of British recruitment required. ^ 

The Committee accept the view of Sir Malcolm Hailey that within 
reason 4uost ions of finance should not bo allowed to stand in the way of 
giving effect to their proposals. They make a Urge number of subsidiary 
recommendations. The l^hra Dun College ihoulJ continue to expand np 
to about 300 cadets, with the object of producing boys for the Aimy, and 
Navy, When its expansion is complete, another college on the aaaaa lime 



IJO THE INDIAN SANDHURST COHIilTTSB 

Mif ba openad in ioma othar plaoe. Tha OoTammaiife of India dmld 
fanpratt on tha aduoational authorities the paramount national importanaa 
of reforming the system of education to develop the essential charaoteristiM 
of an army officer. The present age limit is not to be changed, tha ultimate 
aim being to reduce it to the British standard. Publicity should ha pushed 
with tha aid oi the University authorities and the Provincial information 
bureaus. The method of selection should bo through competitive tastSf 
aondueted by a single central authority at the Headquarters of the Govern- 
moot of India. No preference should be given to any particular class or 
aommunityt but the Commander-in-Chief should have the same powers as 
the Army Couneil has of nominating mndidatea not exceeding 20 per eent 
from among those who qualify but do not stand sufficiently high in order 
of merit Viceroy's Commissioned Officers, satisfying certain conditions, shall 
be admitted to the Sandhurit in limited numbers for two years. Military 
training and special educational facilities shall be provided to the children 
of Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers to have practical chance through the 
Viceroy’s Commissions of rising to King s Commissions. The Committee do 
not thitik that the time is ripe for grant of direct commissions to students 
of Indian universities ; but officers’ training corps at British unlvarsitias 
and suitable students among them shall he granted direct commissions in 
Iba Army. Tha fees to be charged at Sandhurst should be within the 
asaans of upper and middle class parents. Twenty per cent Government 
sehoiarshlps a^ endowment of scholarships by private generosity are re- 
commend^. Tha Committee further propose that there should be no change 
In the present rates of pay and allowances, iocluding marriage allowances, 
and thte married students and cadets be barred from entering Dehra Dun 
College or either of the two Sandbursts. 

Dealing with the case of Indian States the Committee recommend that 
a certain numter of vacancies at the Indian Sandhurst should be reserved 
for Indian States wishing at their own expense to send for higher training 
officers of their State forces. This would bo to the advantage of India as a 
whole, tending to increase the efficiency of the Indian State Force. 

ne Committee lay particular emphasis on the qualification of guardians 
oMndiao cadets at British Sandhurst 

Of four appendices to the report one embodies the scheme of India- 
niaation in a tabular form and the other reproduces extracts from a lecture 
at Sandhurst, which the Committee are definitely of opinion contains certain 
passages open to the interpretation thte the eight-unit aoheme was devised 
aa that no British boy would be liable to serve under the command oi an 
Ipdtt p- The Committee do not believe this to be the ioteiitioa of the 
Government The Committee finally refer to the personal knowledge and 
pneUcal ex^rience of most of its members, which have been of great and 
special value, and exprem special, cordial and respectful appreciation of the 
servioeol General Skeen, whose ripe experience, breadth of mind, lym- 
palitetic outlook and patiei.ee. oouijte^ and skill in conducting tiie proceedings 
made their task pkasant and facilitated its accomplishment Tribute is 
alee paid to the work of Mr. Burden, the only other offieicial member of the 
Committee and of their Seoretaiy. Mi^r Lnmby. 



Currency Commissions Recommendations 

The Three Government Bills. 

On tho 16th January the Goyernment of India published io a 
“Gasette Extraordinary** the text of the three important bills embodyiniT the 
Currency Coramissiouls recommendations. These are (l) a bill to establish 
a gold standard currency for British India and constitute a Reseree 
Bank of India. (2) a bill further to amend the Imnarial Bank Act 1920 for 
oei^ln purposes and (3) a bill to amend the Coinage Act 1906 and the 
Paper Currency Act 1926 for certain purposes and to lay upon the 
Goyernment certain obligations in regard to the purchase of gold and the sale 
of gold ozobange. 

The Currency and Coinage Act Amendment.— The last bill aims 
at the immediate stabilisation of the ru(M)o in relation to gold purposes 
at the rate of Is. 6d. that is the rate of one rupee for 8.47512 grains gold, 
and at tbo same time removes the legal tender quality of the sovereign 
and half-sovereign in acoordanoe with the Commission's reoommeodations for 
their demonetisation in order to enable a real gold bullion standard to 
be established. In order, however, to enable small holders of .thass 
eoins to convert them into legal tender money, it is proposed to provlda 
for receipt of these ooins in any quantities at their bullion n^ne at tha 
proposed rate the Commission recommended. The Reserve Bank lakes 
over the note issue and there should be a statutory obligation on tha 
Government to buy and sell gold on gold ozchange at its option at the 
gold poitila of aooepted gold parity of the rupee; but a« during the 
transitory period the Gbvernmont would be engaged in building op geld 
bolding io reserve they would not exorcise tbo option to give gold. Olansee 
4 and 6 of this bill are designed to give <*ffect to the reeommendation as 
modified above. In other respects the bill is substantially the same in Ms 
purposes as the bill introduced in August last 

The Receive Bank— The bill to establish a gold standard enrreney and 
to oonstitute a Reserve Bank oooupies 16 pages of print^ foolscap. It is 
proposed to give the Reserve Bauk the sole right of note isine for 29 years 
in the first instaooe sutgoot to renewal. Tha capital of the Bank should be five 
orores fully paid-up and Imperial Bank’s shareholdeia would be given the 
first opportunity of subscribing therefor, but as it is undesirable to give share- 
holders of tho Imperial Bank, a preponderating voioa in deciding tha 
ourreoey policy of ^he Reaerve &nk. it is proposed by Clsose 4 to giva tha 
Imperial Bank as an institution, and not to its individual ahareholders. the 
option of subsorihiDg 30 per cent of the oapital.^ The Central B jard of the 
Imperial Bank has expressed willingness in principle in view of the other 
terms proposed to be given to the Bank, to reoommetid this proposal for 
the aooeptance pf shareholders. The Head Office of the Reserve Bank will 
be in Bombay. Tho proposid of Its having local boards in ^mbay. Madras 
and Calentta in order to send repreaooli^vea who would oonstiluta tbs CentrM 
Board is held undesirable and so dhareholdera as a body wonM deot 9 
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tit CmtRBlfCY COMBI. RBOCMIMBIIDATlOin 

Dinolon who aro iiol«ppofaited I 9 tha Oofonuneiifei Othen who will oomi^ 
Ihf Boaid will he e Gofernor and a Defmtjr Govanior appcdoted bf the 
Goeemmeiit for 5 fern and three Pireoton nomiiiated by the GoTermnant to 
refirateiit Gommeroe, Indoftry and Agrioaltare, beiidef ao Ollioer appointed 
by the GoeeniQient The Bill empoven the Reserve Bank to receive deposit 
froBB private persons provided no interest is paid. It also sathorises the Bank 
lor 5 years to advanoe money against Promissory notes of scheduled Banks 
and t^reby help in fiiiancing industry and movement of crops. The Bank k 
allowed to issue notes of Government lor a year from the date on whidi it 
takes over the control of onrrenoy and freedom Is retained to postpone the 
issue of one rupee notes for a time» if such postponement appears desirable. 

With rderenoe to the siie of bolding of silver rupees in reserve» the bill 
provides for transfer to the Bank of assets of such a nature as to enable the 
Aink to eonstitute a reserve in accordance with the requirements of the 
Aot« and in order to give the new Bank necessai^ margin over the minimum 
requirements, it is proposed to include in assets transferred gold, and gold 
securities equal to one half of the liabilities of the issue department. 
Clause 35 of the Bill gives effect to the recommendation regarding the sale 
of gold by the Bank and this ol^igation will t:ike effect from sndi date 
not later than 1 st Janjaary 1931 as Qovornmeut may appoint* The Bank 
sbaO not be placed in voluntary or compulsory liquidation without the 
sanction of the Government and in such manner as the Government might 
direct In such an event the Reserve Fund and surplus asset, if any, of 
the Bank will be divided between the Government and shareholders in the 
proportion of 60 and 40 per cent respectively. The obligations imposed 
on the Government by the Currency Bill to receive sovereigns and half- 
sovereigns from public at their bullion valiio, will be taken over by the 
Reserve Bank simultaneously with the transfer of oonduct of note issue to it 

Clear cut division of functions between the Rosorve Bank and the 
[mperid Bank is the essence of the proposal creating the Reserve Bank. 
Hie bill embodies several other recommendations of the Commission in this 
respect. The Imperial Bank would be the sole Agent of the Reserve 
Bank at all places whore there is a branch of the Imperial Bank and no 
Bfancb of the Reserve Rank. The proposed tenns between the two Banks 
will involve no fresh charge on the taxpiyor. They are designed to 
remunerate the Imperial Bank for agency work done for the Reserve Basfc 
and loss In respect of non-paying branches and to encourage further exleii- 
shm of Unking in India. 

Imperial Bank Act Amendment— The Bill amending the Imperial 
Bank Act 1920 is brief. It is rendered ueocseary by the transfer to the 
Reserve * Bank to face the Imperial tlaiik from rostriotions which on account 
of its hybrid nature are at present imposed on it The Imperial Bank 
Is antborised by the bill to enter info agreement with the Reserve Bank to 
oondoot^Goveriimcnt busiitess ns the agent of the Reserve Bank. It 
Is pmpmd to remove the limitition now iinfvosed vn business which the 
Imperial Bank may transact ut its I^)]idoii OHico and to give siHScific 
power to the Bank to op:n brjiiich.^s oiifsiilo Indu in liOnd>>!i and elsewhere. 
It is also proposed to give the Batik extondod powers in regard to its 
iuternal buslnesi and to remove restrietiuns on foreign ozcbaiige busmoss 
which the Bank may truusaet. Sovorat minor consequential amendments are 
also notified 





THB GOVBfiHMEtrr BOLLS 

Statement of Objects and R 

1. — Thi Risibvs Bake. 

He loDowing ti the et«tetnent of the ohjeote end reeeoin for the UU 
to eeliMieh gold eteiiderd eorreney for British. Indie end oonstitiite e Reserve 
Beak sf Isdie. The stetement ruos : The objeot of this Bill is to give effeet 
to the reeommeadetioiis of tho Royal Commission on Indian Carrenoy end 
Unesee ler the esteblishment of e gold stenderd lor Indie end for eon* 
stitatfaig e Reserve Bank of India to control the working of that standard 

The vaikms dUmsea of the Bill ei-e brioily explained below : <- 

Obsie 1 It is proposed to gif e the bank sole right of note issue 
lor e period of twenty-five years In the first instance subject to renewal as 
leooBUBeiided In paragraph 141 of the Commission’s report. The provision 
that the Act shall come into force not later than Ist January 1929 is based 
upon rime table reoommoiided by the Commission in. 166 of the reiiort. 

Glauae 8 The name "Tho Reserve Bank of India’ is that suggested 
in paragraph 98 of the report. 

Clause 4 The Commissio!i r.^^commended that the oapitil of tho 
Bank should bo rupees five cr^re? fully paid up and that the Imperial Bank 
sbareholders should be given tho first opportunity of subscribing for capital 
stock of the bank as consideration for foregoing important privileges which 
the Imperial Bank now enjoys. A clearout division of functions between 
the Beeerve Bank oMndia and the Imperial Bank of India is the essence 
of the proposal creating a Keeorve Bank and* if avoidablci it is undesirable 
te give the shareholders of the Imporial Bank of Iiidi i a preponderant voice 
in deriding the currency policy of the Reserve Bank. It isi therefore» 
proposed iu this clause to give the Imperial Bank of India an an institution 
and not to iti individual shareholders, the option of subscribing thirty par 
oant of the capital. It will be open to the Imperial Bank of India to 
dktribute tho ^otment among its sharcholdsrs if it so dosiros. Tho 
Central Board of Iroperiri Bank of ludi i has expressed iU willtiignose iu 
principle in view of the other terms proposed to bo given to the Imperiel 
Bbnk to reoommend this proposal for the acceptanoi) of shareholders. It 
ie neosssary riiat the Gtovornment should be prepared to ti&k\ up at.y un- 
•Hotted sharee, but it is not desirable that these should continue to be 
hrid permanently by them. It is. therefore, proposed that the Governor 
General in Council ebould di jpose of any unallotted shares taken up by 
him within three years. 

Chase 6:^ This ie based on paragraph 101 of the Commission’s report. 
It it neeeimiry to make provision for th.? contingonoy of a reduction, of the 
ehare capital in regard to which tbs Commission have mad j no rocommeiida* 
riom Chnse 6 The head office of the bank will be located in Bombay •• 
ywa m e n ded by the Commissioq in para 97 of tho report. Cfiause g : -»This 
mvaa effect to the reoommendations ifi paragraph 96 and 96 of the report. 
Qwee 9:~This ie based on paragraph 94 of the Commissions report. 
The Gommimion recommended tberoin that the Reserve Bank should Imve 
yeri board in Bombay, Madras and Calcutta and that ropreseiitaiivec 
■Me th aee boards should constitute a mriorlty on the Central i^id. It 
VMaidered undesirable for varioua reasons to base the oonetitutioii ri 
M Oentiil Bemd on a eystem oi looal bwds. If local boards are dispensed 



114 CURRBNCY COIOI. RBCOlfMENDATlONS 

wRibf it it MotMiTj tint ibtro-holden m i body tboold diet tbota direoton 
wbo in Dot^ ippolDted by the GfoTenmeDt At reiiidi nomioated dino- 
tort» ft it ooDtidered datinble in order tbit dl intereete Biay.be ninretentedi 
that Ibe three direotort nominated by the Gorernment tboold repretent 
Cominenei Indoetiy and Agricoltore reepeotirely. Tbe term of (dBoe of 
nominated direeton* it propoaed hf the CbmmiMion to be fixed at one year 
which it toowbort to oonf ooe to efficient work. It lt» therefore* propoted 
to extend it to three yean. 

CSaota 10:— It it provided in thia olaoie that the Gk>Ternor* Depot! 
Governor or any nominated director may be removed by OoveraorOanerd 
in' Goonoil if a reaolotlon to that effect is paesed by a migor'ty the board 
contitling of not leat than nine direoton* that is by a aobetantial majority of 
the Board. Proviaion for the removal of elected direoton followt the linet of 
a timilar proviaion in the Imperial Bank of India Act. It aeema ondetinihle 
that elected directm tboold be removable by a bare mdority at a g ene i a l 
meeting. Claote 11 At there may be no local board at GafenliCatilit 
detiraUe to provide that the Central &ard shall meet in Caloolta at haateoit 
in every foor moutht. CIaosc 12 This gives effect to the recommendatfoiia 
in paragraph 98 of the CommissioL's Bepork Claose IS Hiia it hated 
npon a timilar provision in section 30 of the Impenal Bank of India Act It 
it necettary to make special provision for the formation of the first boaid. 

daote U and 16 These embody proposal in scbedole 2 to the report 
defining the fonctlons and capacities of the bank. The Commisaioti have 
not provided for the • Beserve Bank receiving non*interc8t bearing depoiilt 
from private persons. It it cornered that like moat other oeiAial baakt 
in the world* the Beserve Bank of India shonld also be allowed to receive 
depoaitt from private persons provided no interest it paid. Ffhanoing of 
indnttry and movement of crops in India is carried, on by ctah credits ami 
at the proviaion recommended by the Commission stands* ft will be diffienlt 
for the Betenre Bank to assist other banks in providing the neoeasary cre d it 
without some considerable changes In banking methods. It it* thereiorei 
propoted in snb-olanse 4 (e) that for a period of five years* the bank should 
be antborised to advance money against promissory notea of achedded 
banka under certain conditions. It it obnsidered undeairable to limit the 
amount of secnritiet held at any time in the banking department to to low 
a figure at 26 per cent of the liabilftiet at recommended by the CommfaaioB 
in clause 8 (d). of schedule 2 of their report at in view of tiie very fluctuar 
ting nature of depodta* limitation might force the tale of tecuritiet meiely 
to bring the beak with the provisiont of iti character for a few days. The 
Committion recommended in clause 7 (a) of schedule 2 of the report that 
the pokhsp mpital and reserve may be tecuritiet of the Oevemment of 
India haying not more than five yean to run in view of the fsiet that the 
Oovemment of the India are now fisding their short term loans into long 
long term loans. The limitation of maturify to five yean • mighljiinilily 
gtttiiot> the power of the bank to invert in snob teonritiet after a igjfi yearm 
It fa therefore propoted to modify tim provision to at to pemitol i nve sts 
meat in Government of India tecuritiet df any maturity. 

Cfaute 16.— This gives effect t<| the reoommendatioDt in paiagraph l#l 
of the report regarding opemtiont in the open market 

Chute 17 and 1 a— These give effsct to the recommendationt in pmnr 
graph 140 of the report regarding the cehtioot of the bank with the GeVh 



THE GOVERHMBNT BILLS 

CiMad 19 This rivaa offaet to tbe reoommendatloiia in ninigropb 
141 of the report. The Commiidon recoumend that tbe right of note 
dKwld ^ transferred to tbe bank as aoon u tco bank was in a po- 
aitioD to !taae its own notea. It it not desirable to postpone early funotioning 
of tbe biuik till it is able to arrange for m^nufacftire and issue of ite own 
notes and it isi tbereforet proposed to allow tbe bank to issue notes of the 
Qoeemment cl India for a year from tbr date on which the bank takes 
over the control of tbe eorrenoy. 

Clause 20.— This gi^es effect to recommendations in. 143 if the report 
TCfarding tbe separation of the banking and issue departments of the bank. 

Clause 21.-~Thi8 gi?es effect to the recommendations in paragraph 142 
of the report. Freedom is retained to postpo '.e the issue of ons*rupee notes 
lor a time if such postponement appears desirable with roferouee to siao of 
tbe holdiag of silver rupees In the reserve. 

Clause 22.— This gives effect to the recommendations in paragraph 
IM of tbe report regarding the form and material of bank notes. 

Clause 23. — This is based upon tbe recommendations is paragraph 149 
of the report. Tbe notes of the bank shall bo legal teisder for payment of 
any amount and shall be giviranteed by tbe Gr>vernm'!i]t of India. Tbe 
Commission recommend in paragraph 141 of (he report that not later than 
6 years from the date of tbe bank charter becoming operative tbe Govern- 
rnent of India notes still outstanding should cease to be legal tender except 
al Oovemmeiit Treasuries. By the end of 5 years very few Government of 
India notea will remain outstanding and it is ULdc^inible to take away the 
legal teisder character of tbe note in the absence of any very definite 
advantage to be gained by so doing. It is however, proposed to take power 
from the Oovernor-Generid in Council and the bank to call io notes of 
particular series if necessity arises. 

Clause 24.-* This Is based on paragraph 190 of the Commieston's import 
regarding I'C-issue of bank nute»i. Clause 20.— This is based upon a similar 
provfsion in the Iiidian Paper Currency Act and is neosHary to protect the 
Bank against civil notion in respect of notes lost, stolen, mutilated or 
imperfect Clause 26 and 27.— TbeM are baaed upon a similar provision 
io the Indian Paper Currency Act. 

Clause 28.— This gives effect to the reeommendatioiis io para 140 of 
the Commission’s report regarding the oonstUntioo of reserve. 

Clouse 29.— 1 his gives effeet to the fodommendotions io para 146 of 
the Commissioi/s report deOning llabiKtiei of the issue department Pro- 
vision in 8 ub*clau 80 (2) of this daose is similar to that io proviso to 
sob-section (€) of section 18 of tho Indian Phper Coirenoy Act altboiigb 
it differs in detail. Under tbe Indian Paper Coireney Act ootee of 
denominational value exceeding rupees one hundred ronnot be deemed to 
be not in circulation until 100 years after tbe date of issue, wberMnote 
of lower denominations are so deemed after 40 years. This disttnetaon 
belwMo the higher and lower denominations of notro Is undesirable, fo 
practice notes of higher denominations are much less likely^ to be outstand- 
ing for a very long period than notes of lower denomination and ^e 
practice at the Bank of England is to treat all notes as not io eircnlation 
after 40 yean. It is considered that tbe Reeerve Bank might with 
•dvastage follow the praotioe of the Bank of Enghad. 



t*6 CURRBHCY COMM. RECOUMBMDATIONS 

^ CiniM SO.— >Tbu it btttd apon pant 144 oi the rapMt. Tht Com* 
iBiatioo reccnmerd that eoin and hollioii and aeearitiei to be traneferred 
to the iisue department aboofd be apeoifled in a lebedule. The amount of 
^ee ill circulation at the time of the inaofuratioD of the bank will not 
be known. When the Bill it iatrodoeed and paceed and alio between the 
^tea of ;tbe iiitrodootion of the Bill and He paanng into liw and the 
inauguration of the banks there wtD be ehangee in the eonstitution of the 
rcMrre held againat note iaeue. It fa. theiefore» propoted to protide for 
tranafer to the hank of aaaeto of aneh a nature ea to enable the benk to 
constitute tbe reterte in eeodrdauce with the re<|uiremonta laid down in 
the Act. In order to gite thd new betik tbe necessary mergio otet 
minimum rcqoircmenta» it is proposed to iodude in tho easeta transferred 
gold end gold aecuritiea equal to ono-bali of the liabilities of tha ianc 
departmeiit as auggeated in clause 3 (a) of schedule 3 to the report. 

Clause 31.— 1 his gives effeet to tha recommendatioDe in para I4T el 
the report regarding the disposal of inrplus rupoea by the bank. 

Clause 32.— This gives effect to tbe rccommendeUoos in paragraph 147 
of tbe rcpoit. At it would be uncconomieal to ooin now rupeee until the 
stock of silver lupres in tbe reserve is reduced to the minimum of 23 
eroree or onertenth of tbe total amount of the reserve whichever is greater, 
it is proposed to limit the right of the bank to defnaud iMivery of rupee 
sow from the Ooveriimeut. 

Clause 33— This gives effeet to tbe reeomtoiiidatioBa in paragraph 148 
of the report regarding mutnal obligations oi*tka GavenimeDt and the bank' 
in regard to rupee ooin. 

^use 34«— This gives effeet to recemmeudstioDi in. 152of the report 

Clause 33.— This gives effeet to tl c iccommendelions in paragraph 130 
of the report regarding the tale of geld by the bank. 

^ Clause 36— Provision in sub^lause (1) regarding the btest dale on 
which obligation to sell gold should come into force is bated upon the 
rccomn.ei;datioii of tbe Commisiioii in paragraph 165 oi the report. 

Clause 36.— This gives effect to the recommeedation in. 166 of the 
loport The Commissson rfcomnieid that during the transition' periodf 
tbe Reserve Bank shall be under an oldlgation*to tell gpM or gold axdtom 
option at the Bank will be engaged in building up its gold holdiiig 
in ordetto be in a position to uiideitoke the deffnite ol^tion to sell geld 
At it proposed to omit option to M gold duHiig the interim period. 

, ^®^®t to the rooommcn^tlotis in paragraph 131 

and 166 of ttm Comniissious report. Clauao 36.— This gives effeet to the 
rceommei.datiote in paragraph iM of the luport regarding the auapanmonof 
reserve Oequirementt. Clause 39.— This idvee effect to tho 
in paragraph 134 of the repor^ regaiAog the eiemption of tha honk from 
the pejmeut of any tan or doty Cpon Ha not# Issue. 

Clause 40.«— Provisfene in this clause are in eccoidaaee with thi 
reccmmcLdatlois ill para 149 of tho rcpoit. The Gosoi^lHiiueommiil 
that the CovcrnorOeneial 'in. CooiicU should have the right to toko Ofir 
the asiets of the issue dfphrtinMuo far as they are requiied to Jiiil tti 
liability of n^e oriT rupiO redemption. It is piopbtod lo:#iO tko 
QoveriMirbeiiefil lnCouiieil^ Akt to take over aiMt not od^ ol Ikn 
iseue department^^^Wl ot thig haikiug departmaut as'WB. aain lkiOff iuik 
a ugotmity might ariei B thih honk laikd to keep auasieot iMlu in |hi 



THB GOVBBNMniT BILU tty 

Um dayutmwt A profUoQ k alw forouiyfagMof imto km 
{■ anb ohmiBkuow !i 7 MNM othar afantf dctondnad W th« Oovaraor 
Oenml in Coancfl. 

Caante 4t._Tbi8 givet eflfoet to the reoommeiidationt in pm 161 ol 
the CommissioTi’s report with slight modifications. The pcroetitiigcs for 
ndnimam resarVe balances^ reenmroended * by the Gomroissioii appear 
somewhat high now in India- It is, therefore, proposal to reduce tbet6 
percentages to 7 and a half and 2 ar d a half per cent of demand and time 
liabilities respectively. The defitiition of liank or banker suggested In 
para 1 67 of the Commtfsion’s report Is imperfect but it is difficult to anifW 
at any satisfactory definition. It is i!ieroa))on proposed to exhibit in a 
schedule attached to the Hilt the Imiika to which the provisions in this 
clause should apply in the first instance and to give the OoverimrOenoral 
ill Council the power to make alterations n the schedule later. As l^e 
monthly return will show only the position at the close of the month to 
which it relates, it is iiecessarv to provide for the rec'^ipt of the iiifomsa” 
tion mentioned in sab'clauso (3) of the danse. It is also necessary that 
the provision should be made to enable \hn Government to take action not 
only on the monthly return submitted by the Dank but also on any report 
received from the Board ( f Reserve HiTik. 

Clause 42 : •Tbit follows the intention of para 87 of the report. 
Clause 43:— This is based upon the r.'oonimendations in para 100 of 
the Commission’s report. It is considered unnecessary Xo build up the 
reserved fund is quickly as the Commission suggest and a lower rate of 
acoumnlatioii has, thereforet been proposed. Clause 44 This gives e(f>»ot 
to tho recommendations in para Ifid of the Commissions report. Clause 40 
to 47 : — These give effect to tho reocmmoiidation in para 107 of the report 
Clause 49 : — It is necessary to make provision for tho oontingency of the 
liquidation of the bank and tho distribution of the reserve fund ai»i surplus 
assets, if any, of the bank. 

Clause 00: — This is b:ised u|ion the recommendations in para 161 of 
the report. Tho Coinmi:$sioii prnpoi>cti th.t'ihe (i umnioi-d iiicral in Couiioil 
should he given absolute power f i> niak- rep u!at ions. It is thought prefer- 
able that tho regulatii>iis should be innfle by the D aid with tlio previous 
approval of the Guvomor General in C }uncib loc il Ixvird^ are imt to lie 
constituted on tho creation of tho Rm.ervo B.uik. It is proposed in sub* 
clause (2) (E) to give pouMr to the Brsorvo Bank to establish f.ueh tooal 
boards, if oOnsidmd ncce#s.ary, later uii and to delegate to them such powers 
and functions as may be desirable. 

Clause 61 Tho obligations proposed to l)e imposed on the Govern* 
metit by . tho Currency BUI to reroivo srivcroitiiis and half sovorehms from 
the public their bullion value will Iks taken over by the Bank siiDultiiieonsly 
with tho traiufer of tho aiiiduot of the note issue to it. 

The second sohadulo.*- Tho provisions contained in this sohoduli have 
been accepted by the Central Board of tho Iinprri.il Dank of India and will 
bo placed before tho sharcholdora of tho Ini|Hnul Bank. The proposed 
terms will involve no fresh char.^ro on the tax-payer. They are tlesisnied 
to remunerate the Im^ierial D:if:k of Imlia for the agency work done for the 
Besenre &nk and the loss in respect of n urpayiiig brai.chos aiul to ou- 
trage the furtto extension of Banking in India. 



tilt CURRENCY COlIlfi RECOICIfENDATIONS 

Amendment to die Impetiel Bank Act 

The following is the etatement of oljectf and reaiona for Che bill to 
amend the Imperial Bank Aet Tbe*eCatemeDt runt : The finyal Gornmiaeion 
on Indian^ Currency and Finance bare recommended that with the 
transfer to the Reserve Bank of India of the purely eentral banking 
fnnotiona which are at present performed by the Imperial Bank of 
India the latter *sbould be freed from the restriotions which, on aeooont 
of its hybrid nature, are at present impos^'d upon that bank. This Bill 
intended to remove some of those restrictions and to modify the control 
of Oovernment over the operations of the bank. The amendments to 
Imperial Bank of India Act proposed in this Bill have bean accepted by 
the Central Board of the Bank subject to any further modifications deemed 
necessary later on in the light of further consideration. The more important 
provisions of the Bill are as follows : 

It is proposed to replaoe section 10 of the Imperial Bank of India 
Act by another authorising the bank to entar into an agreement with 
Reserve Bank of India to conduct Qov srnment business as the agsnt of the 
Reserve Bank. It is proposed to remove the limiUtion imposed by section 
9 on the business which the Bank may transact at its London office and to 
give specific powers to the Bank to open branches outside India in London 
and elsewhere. It is also proposed to give the bank extended powers in 
regard to its internal businoss and to remove the restrictions on foreign 
ezohange business whiob the Bank may transact. At present the Controller 
of Currency is an exroffioio member of the Central Board of the Bank and 
the Governor-General iir Council nominates 4 other members to the Board 
under section 2.S of the Imperial Bank of India Act. Although the Imperial 
Bank of India will tramtact Goventmeiit business as the agertt of the Reserve 
Bank, it will have no direct coiuiDction with the Government and it seoms 
unnecessary for the Covi rivniont to retain any measure of control over th® 
operations of the Bunk by the appointment of members to the Board. It 
is, therefore, propoisexi to jcmovo Uio light of the Goverrior'Cencral In 
Council to appoint such members. The Goverr:orOei;oralMQ*Counoil is 
row entitled under regulation 54 of Impoi'ial Bank of India Act to 
lequiio of the Central Board of the Bank any information touching the 
affaira of the Bank and the production of any documents of the Bank and 
be may also require the publication of such statements of its assets and 
liabilities in such form and at such intervals as he thinks fit. It is proposed 
to remove this power from the Governor-General-iirCouncil but in order that 
he may ho in a position to examine the affairs of the Bank in case of necessity, 
the provision by which he may appoint auditois under regulation 59 to 
examine and report upon the accounts of the Bank is proposed to be retained. 

A number of minor aniendmonts incidental to the above are also made 
and Qpportanity has been taken to introduoe some small changes in the 
Act in seotions which have been found difficult to work in practice. 


3. Amomlment of Conency and Coinage Acta. 

The following is the text of the statement of objects and reasooa for 
the] Bill to amend the Curreaej and Coinage Acts. The otBaol of this 
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ii to giw tlNk to IfeoM rTtirflitlniii ol Bm 

«a Mtoa Omwigr Md FtaHiM vbMk ratoto to 

0* ^ *«P« to rdtoioa to leU sad to 

TC«ail*d Antog tnaritioo pnfed pMdiiw th« Wniriimj 
of toafar gratoHn tor tba tnaator to a Baaam Bank of India ol 
oontral of noto kano and other fniwtioDr at praaent parlonaad hg Bm 
S aai a to i y of atato and hr fha Gorammeiit of India. TIM T*nia»iiBM 
raeoanMnd in paragnph 176 of their report that the mpee ahenid ho 
atohOiaed in idiition to gdd nt n mte corretpoudinf to on ojethnnut liAi 
of lii Ma gold for the ropeot that it« at the rale of one mpee of 8.475lf 
of fold* Clanee S and all bat the last portion of aahrelaiiee(e) (I) ol 
danoeS are dedgned to glre effect to this reoommendatioo and at the 
iOM time to remove legal tender quality of the .aoTereign and the hiil* 
aotoreion whioh are ^ the present l^nl tender at the rale of Ss* for the 
mpee in acoordaooe with the Oomroistion • recommendation in pamfmph 
66 of their report that these gold coins mutt be demonetised in order to 
eoablo a real gold bullion stand*ird to be established. In order* 1 
to enaUe the small holders of three coins to convert them into 1 . 
mooey* it ia proposed to provide for receipt of these coins in any^, 
at thdr bollion value at the rate of 6.47012 grains of gold per 
The Commission recommend in paragraph 164 of their report that 
the Beoerve Bank of India takes over the control of note issue* the Oovonr 
meat id India moat be under a statutory obligation to boy gold and to 


gold or gold esmhange at its option at gold points of accepted geld poritgr ol 
the mpee during the transitoiy period* the Government of India vonU 
be engaged in building op gold holding in the reserve and would oolb 
therefore* exercise its option to give gold. Clauses 4 and 6 are deslgaed 
to give effect to this recommendation as modified above. 

Opportunity has been taken to amplify the explanation to anbroaatioQ 
(3) of aection 19 of the Indian Paper Currency Act 1923* which eootaioa 
the temporary proviiions so as to provide for the valuation of gold bullion 
held in the Paper Curroncy Heservo on the lined of clause (a) ol •ubweetioo 
(b) of section 18 which refers to the permarent provisions whicb have 
not yet eome into force. For it was announced in a prem eommoniqiie 
dated August 4th 1926 which aocompiuied the isoue of the Commissioo*s 
report that pending legislation* the Government would take such stepe as 
isay be necessary to confine the movements of exchange within the appiwii- 
mate upper and lower gold points as ealculsted on the basis of a le. 6d. 
rupee* namely It. 6-3/6d. and Is. 5*3/6d. respectively and the Gove rnme nt 
undertook in the same communique to lay the proiKuals bel ^^tlm legialatBre 
during the next semion In order to give the legislature 4|||h|^48l pemihle 
opportunity ol eoosidering the matter. The Bill deiigili|H||dve effMfi 
to that ondertakiijg was acoordingly placed before the hnfsIaMHtiln AugnU 
last Further consideration of the Bill was postponed and th e Mla atu* 
matieally lapMd on the dissolution of the last AasemUy. Th e ptessnl BW 
is sohetautially the same in ite purposes es the Bill MM Mfoas d fo Augmi 
last hut opportunity has been taken to effect certain impflRlipli in the 
diafting. 


17 



The Backbay Redamatkm Report. 

Tbe Bomtay Bidk Biy Beelamalion report ww imed on the I7th 
JemiMy 1917. It npporkiotie bUme In reapaet of the dffBeoltiae in whieh 
tte edbenio b ioTolti^ sod mokes recomme^etiooe recMdiof fotnre open* 
tione. The report h nntnfmoos niid b signed by Sir Qrimwood Heorsi 
OheimitOt Sir M. Tbyesrereyya, Sir F. Hopkinson nod Mr. &L BL BiBtmorin. 

B ee m ms lor Faihire. 

The Obmmitkoe say The olijeot of the Bhek Bay Beefamatien Ssheme 
#■8 to reebim from the sea an area of i>145 aores at an estimated outlay 
dl ahool Bs. 367 bkhs. The Ooremment were prepared to spend on the 
■ i dm me np to Bs. 400 bkhs> if necessary. A revised esthnate for Bs. 701 
lakhs was approyed within two years of onginal sanetion and Jf the scheme 
b to be eompietedi a seeor.d estimate will be neoessary. The total cost wiU 
appmrimate to about Bs. 900 lakhs gross exclusive of interert ebarges. 
nil total sum will be redoeed by Bs. 356 bkhs to be received from Milibry 
a nt h wWee and any other subsequent reoeipts from sabs of land. The 
pregiemme of reetamatbn which was to have been eompleted by 1936-37 
iw eOlDpIttely broken down. If it b eonSnued under present oondltbaai 
fi usaoot be Oniahed for many .years to come. It b believed Umt bod 
MMaed eminot in the near future be sold at remunerative prices and care 
abeoH be exeiebed not to reclaim land in advanoe of demand. The work 
iebeinf eonstmeled from pnUb baiM on which Intereat and sinking fund 
ehargea have to be met and Government are faced with a growing ^ebt 
The dMbuIties in which the scheme b at present Involved ■rise from (1) 
imegilsfanlnfj character of tbe estimatest (3) dqleetive orgoEnbattoo. (9) failure 
of dMgIng operations and (4) fall In bnd vsluea Defecb in various 
Mtimates would have been avoided If there had been sufficient and careful 
prtteinary investigation. If an alternative comparative estimate' for dry 
,.iniag had been prepared at the outset and tbe cost of adequate dredging 
plaol properly investigated the Oovernmeiit mbht have hesitated to commit 
the m sif v es to the usa of suctbn dredgers for this sdieme. A dredging 
sskem# costing BA 400 lakhs was an attractive financial propositbn but It 
asbht very well be considered to have changed Its character when the cost 
went up to Ba 7Q3 bkhs. Beebmation by dry filling» if then praetbabb, 
ml^ have proved eheaper. 

As recaidt joifanisatbn and arrangemei.ts made for the oondnet of the 
sthenii» Ihsim ih Jjwsmd were alrooat unworkaUe. A reading of danse 
8 d i|pil||airi . between the Seeidary of Slate In Council and the firm 

of M^fficad Ibdbnsn shoirs that responsibility was not clearly defined 
bstwfwi the eadueeia and the Director of Development hfuiA of Ae 
tedriiili!l irtik was bft to an overworked Chief Engineer or was not done 
at ^ll^ tlibc^w^^ whbh it was imtKnsIlde properly 

toiffiibd jppiiite Because no budy believed hiinself responsibb for 
the due mmMon of the worki unwise deebions were taken and nMakao 
made snoli* lor In sta n ce, as commencing the oonstruetbn of the sea wall bom 
hcib endt deb^ fa sealing nibble mound# undertdring dredfilufi operaticBs 
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to BMik Bto wMbmrt coatidentm oi tto «aB. «toMW •! nriooamrtwl 
pracnann to ragulato openitiom. eto. All tkh ■iUtotod tiu 

■mom ol too loboim ^ added to iti eoat. Imbilito *1 «to dndiir to 
gim tbo Toqaired ontpot haa been the ehM eauae at toaura and haa tod a 
ttoaatrou afftot on the linanciat protpeoli of the Mheaia. Ttopitoetoil 
raaiOD for too preaont sorious potitinn of tbo oehoao wm tho ordoring of 
the dredger od estimates aiid specifitttuHis pot forward hf Messrs. Kmons 
and Ckonpanj and aceeptanee of a quotation for a dredgii^ plant withoot 
any leat efbrt to secure competitire tenders. The work having been on* 
deitaken in anticipation of rcalisrug largo profits, the seheme was sutdeeled 
to very great critioitm when a porM of acute trade depression set in with 
a consequent fall in land valu^'i. Trade depreiaiott was not a matter whMh 
oould have been foreseen although caution was necessary in undertaking a 
seheme of this magiiitudo at a time when world oonditioua were noetaUe* 
With the disappearance ol the prospect of profits* publio eriHeiam 
eoneentrated on the defects of the scheme.** 

I^rd Lloyd’s and Sir George Bodiauan. 

The Committee, discussing the present aspect of the ease, pass stHotorei 
on the part played by persons in sutbority. Healing first with Lord Lloyd, 
the Committee observe : **Lorr1 Llo>d left England ebarged hy .Mr. Montagu 
to take urgent steps to improve the bousing ooiufitions of &mbay. Whilst 
that did necessarily imply the undertaking of a reelassalion aehtine. redama* 
tion had nevertheless Imen considered for many yeaie to be an integrri part 
of any eomprehoiisive scheme for the betterment of eonditiooe. We are 
satisfietl from the evidence that Mr. Montagu was deep^ interacted in 
reclamation and wished it to be carried tbrougb. We think tbatLoid 
Lloyd and the Government of Bombay were justified ie aeoepling 8ii 
George Buchanan as an expert to report on Mr. Kidd*a aebeme and thail» 
having taken the man reoommended by the Oovemnmnt of India. Che proper 
and prudent course wss to treat hia opinion at final and authoritativa 
Lord Lloyd’s letter of 26tb May 1919 shows conolusirely that be hid ac 
predilection lor a reelamatioii scheme and that he waa prepared to ohaudet 
it at ooee bad Sir George Buchanan reported advcfasly on it Though we 
are aware that a Go%’oriior must iiee('ss;irily roly upon bis adrisera for Che 
d^la of any particular scheme, yet having regard to the peraoiial^ interest 
displayed by Lord Uoyd as diBclosiKi hy his svidenoe aud that of Sir George 
Buebanaa, we are surprised that his oeot# intelligeocs overlooked the 
apparent. inadequacy of Sir George Uuchanan’s figures even though he held 
the heKef that the 1912 figures ol Mr. Kidd were to some extent iiifiated. 
In his report. Sir George Buchanan himself gave Ba 241.M) lakhs as the 
figure which bo would have estimated in 1912 and. on that hosis. the work 
oould not have been done by him in 1919 for less that Ba. 609 lehha To a 
hcier extent we are aurprised that Lord lioyd. when reading Sir Oeoife 
Buohauan’a report, did not notioe that Sir George Buohanaii deaertbed the 
cley ac bard whilst Messra Simona and Compaiqr were pultftig forwaid aa 
offer for a soft clay dredger. We do not agree with Lgud Lloyd fhal tbie 
^•e a jteohnioal point. The . explanation may be a taehnical one. boi dir 
*^ery of the apparent eontrmliction between the character of clay as dssori* 
had by Sir George Buebanan and Meesri. Simons at.d Company needed no 
knowled^. It stood out on the docunMut and wm» unless 
ofiiiaetogily explained, a eoutradietion in terms. We are satisfied that 
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liOid Lloyd Mted thvoagboiit inUi tha bigbatt motivet, aosioni only to moko 
good bb undertaking to Mr. Montagu und to benefit tbe olty of Bombay. 

**8ir Geor^ Cnrtia wbo ia liviinr at Dinard waa too ill to attend. He baa, 
bowerer, fnruialied anawen io certain qooctionc wbicb irere cent to biou 
Altbongb be iraa fte Member in tbarge dn^ tbe inooiitkni d ^ aGbeme, 
be bat net beiai sUe M tbn^ataace dttme togive naany infomatlon d 
value and be cannot et-li^bten ua at all aa to tbe reaaon wby no one io tbe 
OoTontment of Bombay queried the varying descriptiona of clay or compared 
tbe eatimatca d Mr. Kidd and Sir George Buchanan with reference to 1912 
aaid 1919 pricca.'* The Committee next dealt at length with Sir George 
Boebanan and atate : ‘'We eaimot underatand bow Sir George Bucbanan’a 
figurea f6ui:d aoceptarce In Bombay and Delhi even with the addition of 
aomo 10 per cent It wee common knowledge that pricea of plant, material 
and labtmr, mbea taken colleetively, had gone up at leaat 2/i timea in the 
period between 1912 and 1919. Tbe 1912 figure of Mr. Kidd, Ra. 828*23 
likba, barl been accepted both by tbe Government of Bombay and the 
Government of India aa a fair figure. If that was their belief, then Ra. 866 
lakbe^ waa a manifeat undereatimate and pro«^r aonitiny would infallibly 
have demonatmted it. When Sir George Boehafiau was being questioned 
on these two seta of figures liy the Ooniniittco and the rise in pricea and the 
inevitabie infeneacas ariaing from them, he preferred not to answer the 
queation. >a9iire of tbe Government of Bombay and the Oovoroment rf 
India and, ia paitacnlar, failure of Sir Sydney Grookahank to notice tbe 
varying deacription of day contained in (a) Mr. Kidd’s report, (b) Sir George 
Boehanan’s report (c) Meaara. Simona and Go’s letter of 12th September 
1919 and geooral eonditiona enclosed with that letter are regrettable. Ihe 
reports of Mr. Kidd and of Sr George Buchanan were not studied with due 
and proper care by tbe Bombay Government and tbe Government of India 
reapertively. Ike Goverument of Bombay oi^gbt to have approached the 
port Trust and tbe Bqya] Indieo Marine for permission to dredge in the 
barlcur before deeidiiig on dredging as the mede of reclamation. We 
consider that Sir George Buchatian ought to have made far more extended 
and careful local invcatigatioiia. I beae occupied him for leas than a foitr 
higbtinMey 1919.” 

Tbe Committee then make obaervaiiona at length to justify their ooir 
oluaioD that “with regaid to tbe order for dredger. Sir George Buchanan 
committed grave errors of judgment. 1 he prliicipal cause of failure of the 
dredging opeiationa arose, in our opinion, from the fact that Sir George 
Buchei an did not take trouble to ascertain tbe working records of ‘Kaln* 
and *Jioga’ ai d believing that they had done extraordinarily good work, 
waa of opinion that vessels of a alightly Inoreaaed horse power of the same 
type would be edequate for the work. A moat leiioua mistake in eonneetion 
with the order of the dredger w*ns the aasumption that a maohine oapable 
of dredging 2,CC0 cubic yarda on a abort teat would be oapable of averaging 
tbit quantity durirg a whole season. 

The building of the sea wall at both ends aimultaneously was diaaatroua. 
Though tbe •uggeation eiranatcd from tbe Government of Bombay wbo 
moat, Ibeiefore, take greater part of rmponiibility* we are of opinion that 
Sir George Buebaneu should imve advised it and reristad it and should, in 
the eirenmatatieea of the ai^ of block 8 to tbe military* have prepared a 
programme lor building of the wall and tbe 4N>mmenoement of reoiaiiialion 
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from Colabft erd only. Moreover, the boildinff of lea will htini both ende 
•Smolteneciitly prevented continumioo of originel and •enelble pieit wbieh 
wee to ebiit an area ne soon ae poniUe eod pomp into it with the leeat 
poasible delay. * 

Ezeminiiip the defective orgmiisition, the Committee cey that from 
the oiitert. neither Sir George Bucbaimii nor Sir Jjawlt^ss Hfpper teemed to 
have any very clearly defined idea of their retiiectivo duiiet. Later, when 
the diflatter wai threatening the enterprise, each relied upon bis interpreta- 
tion of the agreement. Sir l4i\v]cs6 Hepper, when giving evidence, insisted 
before us that Sir George Buchanan was entirely responsible for the due 
execution of the works as if ho were in fact a contractor who bad undertaken 
th^m. On the other hand, Sir George Buchunan contonded that responsi- 
bility lay with Sir Lawless Hopi>rr. pointing out that ho it was who had con- 
trol of the resident engineer and that liis firm has no power of dismissal over 
any of the staff. ^ On a strict construct ion of the agreement, we incline to 
the opinion that Sir George Bucbaiian is right although there arc sUtemonts 
of his to bo found in his correspondence which M*ouii] hear the interpret'itioii 
that be did regaid his firm as responsibio fur the nctuil carrying out of the 
w*orks. The reports of the Development Diirctoi.itc drafted by Sir Lawless 
HcpiiCr cannot be iuatifiod. They did lut !l true pirtufC of the 

progress of work and concealcrl nnitcrhd cin iinistar.crs. \Vc tre of opinion 
that Sir liawless Hepper bad so much work in connection with other develop- 
ment schemes that oven if he had appreciated his responsibility for the 
execution of the works, bo could only have curried out that duty ns regards 
reclamation by neglecting other duties relating to the ether schemes. Mr. 
Lewis was i.ot a specialist in sea works and dredging. Sir George Buchanan 
ought to have nominated him. It is most regrettable that he w.*is nllowed, 
ooctrary to Sir George Buchanan s advice, to remain at his post till July 
1924. We arc of opinion that Mr. Elgee, Mr. Oioike and .dr* Speirs have 
done their best on fdl occasions to promote tlie intercstt of rcolamation and 
ibat the quarry construotiona] and dredging rtufi have done thoir duty.*' 

Finally, the Cimmittec ssy: *Tt bns been put forward that reclama- 
tion of buck bay would, by providing more luml in butinesfl and retidflutial 
area, in semo way relieve housing conditions of pcor clasBCS. That, in 
our opinion, is too remote for serious consideration, hut bad bock bay 
proved to l»e a financial success which was anticipated, the advantage to all 
dosses pf persons in the city and throughout the presideiiQy would bavo 
been that there would bavo been available immense sums of money to bo 
used for aiiy purpose pleasing to the liOgislative Council. Confident anti* 
cipation of profits had no doubt considerable weight in causing rcdamalioii 
of Ituok bay to bo accepted as an integral and necessary irart of any 
comprehensive plan of davelupmont.*' 

Dieeussiiig charges of dishonesty, the Conimitteo observe : On three ooca* 
aioiifl ill Bombay we announced publicly our wilUnges to receive evidence Ifooi 
any one who could give us assistance upon any matters ooniing within our 
terms of rofereiice. One of these matters undoubtedly was the eondoet 
o f olficiali of the Dovclopnicnt Directorate in relatioii to the Keelmatiuo 
Sebome. lii March of 1925, Mr. Naiiman staled in the legislative Coonetl 
that there were ugly rumours in the city that higher staffs of oftimrs in the 
DeTeJopment Direetoralo had been iccoiving secret conimissioiis iwm maou* 
fecturers. It may be true that there u<»ic ugly rumours, bules liras our 
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iOViiifai iotolbegftifi tf the Biek Sdbene lia?e gone* theM hat not 
bM jmj tliifkiait ovidmea broni^ forwaidiliattheie ugly ramoi4 bad 
guy fomditioiL In fagt, no we bnt brought any obarga againk any 
naonhotorar d baTing giran. or any oSolal* high or Iov» of tha Davaioiniieiit 
Diiaotorata of baTing aooei>tad a , eotaniiiiaioti. Whan Mr. Nariman gara 
avidanoa balora tha Coinintttaa. he did not dienloee arty laet abiohi in tha 
laaat degree, iinfiliaatad any one of wrong-ddng of tbia oharcter. Thera 
baa not been throcghont the wholeof the enquiry the Icaetaoggeation that 
any one intareeted in aniiplying or ordering gooda for reclamation or 
aaaiBtiog in the work of radmation haa bean guilty of any diehoneaty of 
any kind idiatavar* 

The Reeommendationa. 

After tbia oritioiam, tho Committee lay down the following reoom- 
mandatious for future oparatiooi (I) For financial reaaoua, the completion 
of Uook 8 ia a moat urgent work. (2) Foreabore portion along blookai 8, 4, 

0 and 6 ahould be filled in to an average width of 300 feet teaward of the 
preaent abore line Ai:d brought up to the ground level of the reclamation 
atrip and ahould curve at both enda ao aa to join on with block 2 at tbo 
Bortbem and block *7 at the aouibern end. Tbia ahould be done aa ipeedily 
aa poaaible. (3) Foreabore atrip ahould bo reclaimed with moorum filling. 
(4) A eomplete lay-out of the area to be replaiined ahould be prepared. 
The foreabore atrip ahould be developed aa aoon aa completed and blooka, 

1 Si and 1$ gradually aa land ia taked up. The lay out already prepared 
hr tiie complete aebeme (Iil40 aerea) ahould be re-examined with the help 
of a Cmnmittee and lay-out of the area now rooommended for redamation 
akonki fit io with the lay-out approved for eomplete reclamation, if ulti- 
mataly undertaken. The Corporation of Bom^bay ahould abare the coat of 
dfinlopment and the Government ahould errrve at an underatanding with 
ike Corporation on thk point. (6) Reiulta of the work of "Sir George 

end '^Colaha** during the eurreut aeaaoo ahould he verified. If tbo 
coat of filling by dredging approximatea to that of moorum and the quality 
' of tiU reohimed land ia aatiaiaotory, they might be uaed for blocka 1 and 2 
after hlook 7 ia oompleted* If not they ahould be diapoaed of. Notice 
Aoaild not.he given to the ataff until ihla point ia decided. (7) Reolaroation 
ahould be removed from the control of the Development Directorate 
and eairied*out in .aocordanoe with one or other of the plana auggeated 
ia the report. A gmall Committee Induding one or two experienoed 
eugfamem ehoold be eoaatitoted to edvke the Government on mattera referred 
to thma^ (0) Worii ibouldi ia fature, aa far aa potaible be carried out by 
eoatiB 0 t 4 ieoey. (fi) Alteraatave eetimatea of the eoet of theaohemeoow 
piopoaed ate aabinittad. Extaiiriooof 300 laet foreahon atrip by addituinal 
riaipa (of AOO .tat mad 300 tat aa aeadaitaa* ia eoatamplated. Blooka 1 
ata J aa'haini^ta atawaloahlo la the wiiob prcfiedt ahould be oompleted 
aa CDoa jm jaamliKle. Mo part <al thma tdunM ha aaaigned for jmeatm 
yarpeiiai (w) tatailid revtad eatimata dbculd be pre.ared at ouee. 
na tern at teadar iaaocd by ta Davalopmeat Direetorate ahould be 
xovltaL vOUO JImy aadammar jhmld be aiade to eomplete the aeheaie 
p ng dm d ia ihaee m tatf ftaie* Wheaadeaauidarioeeforeompletiiigtke 
imht TialaBiiHew atak amy be eerried oat by aoomm filliag exehiaively. 



The Cotton Textile Tantf BoarcTs Report. 

The CcIfeoiiTezUla Tariff Board’s report aod the OofiniMol of UMm 

doeiskMi thereon were pablithsd on the 6tb Jone iW. The Bjaid eomHHdt 
of Mr. Mofoot Presideot, Rid^ Harkisbiia Kanl and Mr. Bohha Bso» Tho 
report ie ODanimoos ezoept for a point of importanee reipiidiiig the uaforo 
and the extent of proteotion. The Government of India have in fOipiil 
rnjeolad both the nudoritj and minority views. 

The i ovemment of India’s Reeolulioii. 

The Qovermiient c i. :Lias resolution first sarveje the Board’s fiadiw 
and then eiioneiates its ueoision. It stites : *'On the applioation of the Bomber 
Millowiiers’ Asiooiatioii the Goveriimeiit of India appointed a spseial Tariff 
Board in June 1926 to investigate the condition of eottoo textile fndiistfy« 
to examine the causes of deproision and in particular to consider whelter 
the depression is duo to the competition of other countries. Th» Board sras 
iiistruoted to report whether tho iirdustry iras is need of protection and U 
BO in what form and for what period pruteotion should be fivon. Ilia Board 
was further instructed to make any other reoonmend^ons formaao to 
tho aubjaot. 

Japanese Competition. 

Tho Board hae found that the present depression is Isrisly dns la 
causes which are not peculiar to India but are world*wids in their opatdtfow. 
In India itselfi deprcfsion has been more acutely felt in Bomhny than fa 
other parts and the Board attributes this state of affairs partly to sanass far 
whkdi the mill'owneis thcmsrlvi‘s are responsible, partly dus to oompstftkm 
of mills ill other pans of li.di i ai.il partly to coinpetitioii from Japan. Undir 
tha first liokd stress is laid oa the uitdue eonsorvaibm aid iimMaxI 
diversifieatii*n of productiun adiile the relative prosperity of mills fa 
the othsr parts of India is sscribrd mainly to natural advanUiSs thpy 
poiseast p^trticulurly in a lower rate of wages and also in their proxfadfa 
to their marketo and to areas from whkb they obtain their raw matarlsL 
The Bigid has emphasised the importance of the inoreesing eompetMw 
of mtlle in other parts of India as a menace to the industry in Bs m hof 
and considers that it constitutes a problem not less urgent than tbag whiah 
arises Iruiu competition ironi abroad. Tho Board has^ found that oempili* 
tion from abroiid from which the Bombiy mill industry is soffniw la fiom 
one country only. It was not contended Uy the Bombey Mfilosmete 
Aseoeiation that either the %'olunie of imiKitts fioin the Diiited Kingdom or 
the prices at whieh they were sold had In coy wey been e eontrihutiug cam 
of the preeeni depreasiotu In regard to imports ffom all eonalrioe olM 
tlian Japan, the Bdnid bos found that there has been no cbaafic to tho 
dhadvaiitago of India as compared with the P^wsr positiofi. ^ . 

On the other hard Japanese competitii>ii is severely off wty tho 
iodostiy In mpeet la^h of yam and pieeegoods and la eo lor an wfawr 
Pttitioo ie ieoilitoted by iaierier eonditioiis of lehev fa faioii^ 

lMaiiiife.Bi»td’aTi.ir«t.blU«lit. d.ia to g w H tf o n apM ft. fit 
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Inferior oonditioiiif partfenlorly relerrod lOi oriM from tte firoriiioQ oi 
Joponeae Factory Law wbleli permita the employmcDt of womaii by niid^ 
and thereby oimbloa Japanaac milk to work doable abilla Tbe adfantane 
to Japaneae milla in tbe actual coat of maanfectare acoordinjr to tbe Boardk 
aatimate ia about % per cent on both yarn and cloth ; but if a rcaaonable 
return 00 Ybecapifel ia incladed in tbe coat of protection tbe adraetaae 
increaaea to 10 per cent on yarn and 18 and a half per cent on clot b« 
Tbe Japanese milla will, tbe Board tbiiiksi retain their adrantayea until a 
date a ben tbe amended Factory Law cornea into full operation which ia 
expected to be the lat of July 1929 and In that oaae any iiiduenoe on the 
market of the atocka accumulated before that date should hare diaappoared 
by tbe end of tbe official year \929-S0. 

All tbe findings of the Board which have been mentioned are unani- 
mous. except aa regards the estimated advantage to a Japanese mill worblug 
double abifts if a fair return ,on Ihe capital ia included In the coat of 
production. 

Board a Recommendations. 

In addition to a nurolter of detailed recommendations directed towards 
tbe improvomont of the internal organisation of tbe industry the Board baa 
made two important rcconiniendaitona designed to assist the industry in 
aeouring a greater diveraificatioii of production and to stimulate a larger 
output of goods of higher quality. Tbe first is the eatabliahment with financial 
amistanoe from the Government of combined bleaching, dyeing and printing 
works at Bombay. The recommendation is unanimous. 

The aeoood which ia put forward by a minority of the Board ia for 
payment for period of four years of a bounty of one anna per pound or ita 
equivalent on (be prodootion of yarn of 338 and higher eounta. Based on 
the output of an average of 15 p. e. of the total working apindleaga in a 
mill, the cost of this bounty ia estimated to bo about 30 lakhs of rupees 
per annum. Tho President of the Board, Mr. Noyce, dissents from this 
recoroineiidation. A nuijoi iiy of the Boatxl has pr.)p(is<Hl that iminirt duty 
on cotton pieoegoods should hi increased from 17 to 15 per cent for a 
period of three years. The primary object of ibis iuoreise U to provide 
funds to moot tbe cost of tho proposed bounty of kpinning of finer counts 
and certain other proiKisals made by tho Board but it will also serve to 
reduce tbe rigour of competition from Japan from which the industry suffers. 
No increase in duty on yarn is recommended by the majority in view of 
tbe effect that sueh a measure might have on tho handlooro industry. Tbe 
President of the Board. Mr. Noyce, does not eonsider that an all*rcu d 
increase hi import doty on piccegbods can be justified but has rcooromeiided 
that en additional duty of 4 yor cent, should be imposed on all cotton 
manofeetores ineludiiig yarn imported from Japan for a period of three years. 

Governments Deeisions. 

The Board baa proposed several other measures for the asafstanee of 
the Industry by the Government Most of these are under separate eon 
rideratfen and only one oan be mentioned here. The Board has uiiaiiimoasly 
veeommci.ded tbe remissibn of import duty on cotton textile, meebinery and 
cn eertein mill alorie lor a period of three years after wbioh tiie question 
of eoolinuing the remission wonld be considered in tbe light of the eondi* 
ItoDS then exietini. Tbe lose of eustoms rovonue from this remiseioii 



m GOVBRmiBflT or INDU'B inOLOf ira tif 

KDMfAnK to tba Booid’* oit lBa te b ahoot 80 lakha ol nipaaa far aMMk 
nntlb, the Botrd empluviMat iti Yiair tel Ste aid and la te 

Tiariir wbfeb it bat proposed oan in teMsUss piofa no aam tea palUMfii 
and would indeed fail in tbeir purpose if tbej did not sneesed io slHauhl- 
ing and encouraging tbe industiy to undertake rsorgaaisslioa aad etel 
economies on lines suggested. Tbe Ooremment of India are unable so 
accept tbe recommendation of tbe msjoritf of tbe Board tbat spinniim at 
higher counts of yam should be stimulated bp tbe grant of a boun^. They 
are satisfied that the administrative difficulties in te working <rf 
a scheme ol tbe kind proposed are insuperable and they agree with te 
view expressed by the President of tbe Board (Mr. Noyce) tel a long 
establish^ industry sncb as the cotton textile industry in Bombay ahesdd 
need no stimulus at tbe cost of general tax-payers nor tbat such a develops 
ment is in its own interest. 


As regards tbe proposal tbat tbe OoTcmment should contribute lewaids 
tbe cost establishing combined bleadiing, dyeing and printing worlm in 
Bombay the Government of India are unable to express any opinion unlii 
they have ascertained the views of tbe Local Government aad of te 
cotton mill industry in Bombay and elsewbere. R^ectioo of the ptopesed 
bounty on spinning of finer counts removes tbe principal reasoa ^vaneed 
by the majority of the Tariff Board for general increase in impuil duly ol 
cotton piecegooda Tbe Government of India are also s a t isfi e d tel on Iho 
facts sa found by tbe Board no ease has been establisbed for a genenl 
increase in duty as a meuure of protection. 

Tbe Government of India accept tbe finding of te Board timtte 
advantage to Japan resulting from labour conditions io that conalry until an 
amended factory law comes into full operation in aslual cost ol nmaniaelttra 
would not be assisted at about 4 per cent on both yam aad doth. In 
making this calculation the Boord has dlowed for the fact that doute skifla 
are universal in spinning mills in Japan but not in weaving mills in which 
average hours worked are only 1 4-1 5 hours, hut tbe maiority of the Board 
omitte to make a corresponcling allowance when calculating tbe advaalsga 
if a reasonable return on tbe capital is included. Hence tbe advantage Io 
Japan when calculated on this basis should be 10 per cent on doth aad nsl 
IS and a half per cent as stated by the maiority of the Board. It follows 
that tbe advantage to Japan even if a reasonable return on tbe capital is 
induded is already sufficiently covered by the existing revenue duly ol II 
percent on cotton piecego^s. No additional duty on thie aeeeunl cant 
therefore, be justified. Tba existing revenue duty on yam is ooly fi pm 
cent and in this cose if this calculation of tbe maiority to aeeepM te 
advantage to Japanese mills is not fully eoveied but an ed d i te ml dntyy 
yam only would affect prejudicially tbe hac d loom industry aad for tUa 


reason should not be imposed. i t 

Bemoval of import duty on machinery aim on matenA of the inmm 
was recommended by tbe Fiscal Comnuasion and to In aoeoidaM WM te 
principle of tbe resolution a^pCed te Legtolalivi Assemblj on te Ite 
February, 1923. that tbe fiiesl policy ol te Govemmeifi of ate ite 

timately bo directed towards fotering the devdopamiH of indnffiriei in 
India. 

I» siting tiM* to thi, prindpl* wtnnM toniMto^Pto PwriMJj 
Gwr.mm«it Indift wcnvtopnM togifn gtotodtoto to anWMMMMHtv 
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tff Tas COTTOII TBXmS iTARItP BBIOKT 

If tit taidattriM t^ioh m tbron^ • ftriod of dtproMtao bat Ihli 
wonid bt omriiliag to diffmaliato betweto indaitnr ood ibdoitqr bf albii^ 
•00 iodortry to import frot dn^ utidM on wbkl otoor indaiMit !•«• to 
W dotjr. Tbo GoToromtnk of Indio boro deeidad fhoiofon to dool •• 
ditot Knot with tbo rteommondotion of tho Board that tbo import dnto 00 
ootton toatile moebioory and null ttoret tboold bo nmitttd but a poiM of 
tint yton. 

Fortbooming Legblation. 

Tbo OoTomment of Indio will introdneo logialotion ot tbo noit otttfaw 
of tbo Indian Legitlotaro to remora oltogatbor with ofiaat ftoon lot Ootobor 
1997 dutioh on tbo following ortioloi :--*'AII moebinoi^ 4Uid oompononfe 
porta of macbinary oa dafloed in itoma No. 51-A and 8I*B of Import Toritt 
Sebednlo (aebednl'a 3 to tbo Indian Tariff Aet 1894), andino and aliaarioo 
djraa. Uoaehing powder and paate, farina, obina elay, aago tonr, magntalilM 
(Alorido, atanb, tallow and ootton ropea. It ia aathnatod tbat tbo oonaevaoiA 
lorn of euatoma ravonuo will bi 45 lakha of rupooa in 1937*38 and 85 lakho 
in a fall year. The ramoral of duty on maobinery ia anbjeet to tba prorUon 
that it may be neeeaaary to reimpoaa an import duto on partioular kinda of 
madiinaty, if it appeara on a report Iqr the Tariit Boaid that it ia daainUo 
to anoonraga the mannfaeture in India of aneb macbinary and that a proteotiro 
duty ia required lor that pnrpoaa or that the impoaition of a duty ia naeaaaaiy 
in order to aaeura equality of tariff treatment and remora a buldleap undar 
wbieh the manufacture of aneb madiinory in India would otherwiao auffer. 

The remaining reconunendationa of toe Board in ao far aa thoy ooneem 
the Goremment are under oonaidemtion.” 


Concluaiona and RocommondatioBo. 

The following ia a anmmary of the eondnaioBa and leoonunendatfona 
of toe Board 

Cba ptbb IL, 

> (1) The moat atriking featoie in the hiatoiy of the ootton textile 

indoaby in India from 1899 to 1913 in the expanahm in OTOry diieotion 
eapoehny in wearing (para 7.) 

(9) Otoor important featareB in toe hiatoiy of tUa period are tbo leaa 
of too export trade in yani, the giadually deeieaiiim dnaafnanee of T 
nod too tomaaiiw ahare of Japan in too taBfort teedo uana 7.) 


(I) 


ie mnto aantoly felt ia Botobny tbea lo 
(4) Tbe miOa wbieb bane 
tod to a oreetorexi 

.(5) TlTdiMnd ior 
leeboBi 


indartiy bod 
(mm If J 
only bom 
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it) n* boom and tb* dopretsion in India htra nraaaiilid nR lha 
iMftBfM «yoh okMNMtoriian a ttada epde (para IB). 

(S) TIm eoane of Amerioan ooltoii prioeo hat oontribatad lo (ha daprar 
lioo Id iha iodoatry (para 16). 

Chaptib'V. 

(9) Tba oompatition of Japaneaa yarn azaroUea a dtpraaaing ollaei on 
iha prioa of Indian yarn (para 20). 

(10) Japanaaa yam of S2a. is balng sold at a prioo which is praotiaally 
aqnal to tha coat of manufacture alone of yarn of this oount in India without 
any aDowanoa for profit or depreciation (pora 20). 

(^) In doth of the lower oounts, that is. in drills and ahaatingai 
Indian milla are ahla to hold thoir own and it is. therefore, doubtful whether 
the Japanaaa importa in these lines control prices in India (para 26). 

(12) In .doth of counts of 30a and aliove, the cost of manufacture 
afena in Indian milla ia either prnotically equal to or higher than the Japanaaa 
aala prioa and Japanese competition, therefore, exercises a depresaing affcot 
on tha prioaa of Indian mill production (para 26). 

(IS) Tha depreciation of the Japanese rxchango. while it lasted, stimu* 
latad exports from Japan to India but Japan now enjoys no special odTaiitaga 
in regard to exchange (pira 30). 

(14) Double shift working in Japan giras tha Japanaaa industry an 
advantage of 4 par cent on the actual cost of manufacture both cl yam 
and doth. This advantage is eonsiderably increased if a raaaonabla latura 
on cimital Is included in the cost of production (para 32). 

(15) It does not appear that milla in Japan can. as a mb. obtain 
higher prioaa in the home market than they can from exports and a charge 
of dumping In tha usual sense of tha word cannot, therefore, be subatanr 
tiatad (para SI). 

(16) Conditions of labour in Japan are Inferior to thoaa in India In 
respect of hours and tha employment of women and juvaoilaa at night 
(pua S6). 

(17) It must, therefore, be held that there is unfair competition batwaan 
Japan a^ India, and that this competition is an important causa of tha 
praaant dapraasion in the cotton textile Industry (para SS). 


Chaptix VI. 

(18) Tha aUbiliaation of tha rapea at la. fid. comtag as it does al 
a lima falling prices, has rendered tha problem praaentad fay tha disparity 
batwaan prices and wages in tha ind'istry semawhat more prooounead 
(paia S6). ^ . 

(16) Overcapitalisation has contnbutad to acoantuata tha dapraasion 
in DpBibsy (para S6.) 

(») Th. dirUrnd. paid bf (k. Bimibv todoMfy dnrhf tb. bm 
vnied wm. noduly high (p.ra 40.) ^ 

<tl) BbMpt to th. extent th.td.fMli In A. yMBi nB.yy. 5^ 
twh-M udM wiiMT¥.tliiii hub of initi.liv. htf. MoMbotid to IbB 
BtetotedMNMdoB that ijrtwni ewmot b. held to bo Mopooriblo for thooxfalixg 

(M) ^of faiofioint moohiooiy Mimot bo brid tebxte aiMMi 

tU h aiM ij teMyopwodbblo «it.at<te»MA 
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(S8) DiSenltiM fai amiigi^ fimaM boMi bf milk and doaltn in 
piaetfooda bava aontribotadlo aoaaotaala tha dapraiakNi (pm 43). 

GhaptibVII. 

(8^) Tba loai of iba China trada in jam k an important aanaa of tha 
praaanl dapramion In Bombay (para 44). 

(83) Tba lou of tba axport trada in yarn baa not baan oompanaatad 
appraeiaUy by an incraaaa in tha axport of piaaagoodi (para 46«) 

(86) Tha ineraaafng oompetItioD of milk in Ahmadabad and othar 
aanlraa la ako an important aanaa of tha praaaot dapraaaion In Bombay 
(para 46.) 

(87) Oraatar atteution to diraraidoation of prodnetion, more direct 
aontraol with oonauming oantrea and greater alertneaa on tba part of oomr 
mkalon aganta would to aoma extant haya mitigated the aayarity of tha 
dapraaaion In Bombay (para 47.) 

(88) Tha dapreaaion in India baa not baan aoeompanied by any deeraaaa 
in p^uotion bnt ovarproduotion cannot ba held to be a oauaa of tha 
dapraaaion (para 48.) 

(80) Lfl^ur ooata in Bombay are markedly higher than tboae in other 
eantrea (para 49.) 

(80) High labour eoata in Bombay cannot be held to have eauaod the 
dapramion Imt they haya undoubtedly accentuated it (para 49.) 

(81) High local taxation haa added to the difficultiea caused by the 
dapraaaion in Bombay (para 50.) 

Chapter VIII. 

(88) Examination of tha igurea of coat of production in tba yarioua 
aantraa ahowa that by far the graataat diaability in costa of manufacture 
from which Bombay auffcra in comparison with Ahmadabad and othar up- 
country eantrea is in its high costof labour (para 52.) 

(88) Bombay is under substantial diaadrantagaa as compared with 
othar eantrea in regard to cost of fuel and power* coat of water and higher 
local taxation, but thaaa appear to ba nihar more than oSiet by adyantagaa 
in regard to coat of atorasi of inauranca and of office axpensa (para 58.) 

(34) In regard to sopplica of raw material tha balance of adyan- 
taga aa eompaied with o^er eantrea k on tba wbola^ against Bombay 
(pmSSX 

(M) Pnttimit* to IomI imrket. i. . fMtor whidi opente. appnoiiUy 
to Ik* bondll oi the nilh in vperantiy eentre. (pen BSX 

CbaptebIX. 

(36) To. the extent thet the depmeion in the eotlon textile indiutrp 
teln&bthe onteonM ^ the epdieid ehereeterof trade* it k not ol e 
pewenent netora (pen 6SX 

(37) It b bepoeaibb to ex pw ie e definite opiiuon a. to how far foreign 
eo n pe t t ^ ana he rageided ae e panMoent eeoM of deptewhw (pen 63). 

(38) The loaeof the (^ne trade in ymi moat be regard^ a. e eeoaa 
of depteaeioo whioh b of a panBaoent ehuaetM' (pen 53). 

(33) When the Hierforing eenpebtion the Boaibap indortrj of 
ihoedehod aod other opeonotip eeotioi b a teaponip or penoaorab 
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4MM of damMitm mint dopond oii tbo itepi tokon Iqr tbo Bombap indwlqr 
b 01^ il (poro 5 S). 


<40) b rogud to tbo porcbtse of row moterial in Bombayi • tbiib 
bodgo eontraot n tbe ideal to aimed at but. in tbe meantimoi propomla 
ao tb llnea of the aoheme put forward bp Meain. ForbHt Forbei* Camion 
and Compaoj for reducing tbe number of tbe existing hedge eontraete and 
widening tbir aoope should again be placed before tbe RepreaentatifO 
CMmittee of tbe Eaat India Cotton Association (para 50). 

(41) Managing agents would be well adriscd to employ broken who 
do not opente on tbeir own account and who are not themseWes in aotual 
possession of cotton (para 5S). 

(43) No economies in the cost of fuel and power appear possible in 
Bombay (para 56). 

(43) A further reduction in tbe charge for water in Bombay is desira* 
Ue (para 57). 

(44) Managing agents should exercise the closest supervision over all 
purchases of stores (para. 58). 

(45) The only alternative to a reduction in wages in the Brnibay mill 
industry is increased labour cflicieney and it is in this direction that the 
true lines of advance lies (para. 59). 

(46) The general adoption in Bombay of the system of maiiitasoing a 
labour reaerve to provide against absenteeism is desirable (para 60). 

(47) The piecework system should bo extended to spiniiort in Bombay 
and should be aeeoropanied by an increase in the number cf spindles allotted 
to eaeh spinner (para 61). 

(48) Tbe disparity between tbe wages of spinners and weavers is a 
matter which demands the attention of the industry (pars 61). 

(49) An increase in tbe number of looms attended by a weaver would 
tend to economy and give increased earnings to the weaver even when 
■eoompanied by a slight reduction in rsto (para 61). 

(50) Economies similar to those suggested in tbe spinning and weaving 
departments can bo effected in the preparatory departments (pa» 61). 

(51) If the efficiency of operatives is to be improv^, it is essemial 
that there ahould be an improvement in the standard of efficiency of JODoere 


(para 61). • 

(SS) InerMwed offioiency ennot b« .xpMtod from opfr«tivm uolm. 
they u. provided with .uiuW. raw mitenU Tho .liitin* t8i>d.ucy to .pin 
higher count, of yarn than tho quality of tho »tton weriwnti 
kige. and ineraaM. the work of the tpinner and the weaver v^ra 

(63) The fixation of a definite period of reit to eiiaWo oporativM to 

Uke Oeir umming me.1 io deeiraUe (para 63). ^ , 

(64) Labour .hould bo rmsruited directly by th. »“ 

the dapaitmmt of tha mill which require, it or by a re«i)on.iWo amim 
and not the jobber (pnra 63). , . . 

(66) Tho praotiea of compelling weaver, to ‘•k* ®^ 

dotactivo workmanebip at ita lull vrioe ebould bo abolwhed (pa raot;. 

(66) T’iuM toviwl ebould be uacd for th. benefit of tho opomtivM a. a 

**^^(6^rm‘itandnrdi«ition of wagee !«>.««««•»“* “jf 
would uudonbtodly itrengthoo tbe poeitioo of tho loduitry. A .uitnUf 



i4t t6lt amOM tiXTJu tabiff B0ftni>3 BtFost 

•lllpttaddMlirMaiMrBnp in eoMalMtioii iritb til* MpMUiMivM «i 
Itboinr(pin 69). 

(98yBloe1in of Ito obowlt built bp tho BodAup DtPulopuM Dupui** 
Mul ati|bt b* Mmu «ft/t ud udiuiiditaiud bp -gronpu of itiUo Wr bp tiM 
ll w ib o p IliltoitaMti^ A wo o i otion m u bodp (pm 66X 

(M) ibo tiKKi dotr of one lupeo per bale ahoold b* ndttoad to oiiAb 
■am pM b*I* on bti oollon OoBwnMd bp ^ Bombup milli (pm 66). 

(60) lifm ott o a llp n to woUm work oa tho put of tho Bottbip oifll 
fidnitip k daoiibblo whon inoneial oonditioot poruit (pm 67X 

(61) Ooitaia aHentioiia in the oouims in ootton toztilee in tho Tiototfo 
JnbflM Tochokal Inititnte m dedmUe (pm 68). 

(68) Tho provioion of noro foeilitieo for teehniool ednootion of mill* 
epofttipw Mpodallp JiAbeio ii OMentU to nop improTomant in offioionop. 
Ao oorlp eotablUimeat *f Tnde Seho<ds in Bmbap b, thorefoiOi doafanUo 
(plan 68). 

(66) Tho propmtion ud diitribatioD of teehnleol hondbookot in the 
ponoenlor> pl*ntttolIp iUnttmtod ond drawn np on anitabk linoa. for tiio nao 
of jobbm and opamtiTM ahonld be undertaken (pm 68X 

(64) The high labow ooata in Bombap tonoot be todneed bp tb* intro* 
dhaUo* of tho NoPtiitop loena bnt the ezpetfuenta with the Whitteker 
■tnehnieiit ahonld be' oootinned (para 68X 
' (66) Bombap ia not a anitabk eantra for tiie adoption of the donble 
aUft ■■■■ alneo tho eitp ia nlteadp terp eongeated and the preNoee of 
the a d d itio n al kbonr fotoe wbieh would be requited wonld inermee thia 
bongoition (pain TOX 

(66) no deairaUlitp of impoting additional ameiament on *toka* landa 
in gndnaitod atogea whan the praoent aaaeaament expiree ahonld be eon* 
tidetad (pm 78X 

(67) Tho Bombap Millownom’ Aawwiation ahonld oonlider the poaaibili^ 
of nadeitnUng Am fnenraaoe for ita membera (para 78). 

(68) No eeonomiM nnder the head of teohnioal and anperriiing ataff 
OB* bo ngiaBted but the proper training of anoh ataff ahonld be inaiatod oa 
la oil enaeo (pm 7l). 

(69) Detareeiation fnolnding anp amonnt whkh nap be in arream. 
ahonld Intariabip bo regarded aa a 6rat charge on pn>6ta (para 78). 

(70) Mill atoeka ahonld in all oaaoa be cheeked at audit (para 76). 

(71) Tho pmetieo of emploping an anditn who ia related to the 
mniwglng agent ia open to ohjeetion and ahonld be dimontinned (pm 76). 

ChaptbbX. 

(tlX Dw Bombap Millownem’ Amodation ahonld take immodiato atepa 
to obtain a full range d aamplm and to maintain a toll reoord of inriooB of 
aB imported ootton maanfaetnrw which eompote witii Indian gooda (pm 77X 

(78) The Bombap Millowneta' Aaaoeiation ahonld eonatitnta anbwonr 
mltttTt to deal with qnaationa relating to export and . heme marketai 
flaoneet ltbonri..|ta||iitintion <d hAele and nnmbera. anpplp of taw matoriai 
and wooBan mm(pm 77X 

(74) Oombinad notion ahoold be taken bp the MiUowuota’ Aaaaeietiooa 
and otimthodka in t w oat eA to onanro that the qnalilp of cloth acdd nnder 
tflirtfwkt amber k arn fatoi na d (pm 78). 
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« (ft) Tli* pnwtiM ol iovwtim th* airplw foods of aAb witAtm 
of diraf fi li ondorinliU sad AooU be dtaooatiiMnd M ohoold thot of 
tbs foadoof ODi.aoaoen to oooAar ooder tbs sow r*"?!!-! 

(pen 7®). 

(77) WtHIoc dowa of espitd io tbs Boabof aiUI iodooli* b • 
wbiab edb for farther atteotkm (psis SOX 

(78) Boaibaf ebooM otfliie to the foil ib aotoral odroablN Io tto 
aiatter of oliaisfti sad litDatioa for the piodootioo of goods of bhbor sssnii 

tlwoithssdoooiatliepsit((nis8lX 

(78) The difieoHies io legoid to soitsUs row oiaterbl ore aot 
BWontsUsi end oeo be orsreooie tenpoisiflp H grsotsr ass of AoNiiltB 
sad Afrieoa oottoo (pom Rl). 

(80) The ohsrges leried for toniogsMoo ere o bsadbaplotbOBOOil 
Aatsrieso eotton (pore 8lX 

(81) In a greet ezpsnsion io the Bombep niil pradostioo of bhaobsi 
eoloored. dyed end printed goods lies one remedy for Mm deprarnhw Io the 
indastry in Bvubey (pern 88X 

(8S) There fa no reeson why tbs printing indasfay sboaM net be 
sneessifnily estahliefaed in Indie, piovided the opeietions ere on s saMsbollf 
large soale. end ibe latest derelopnienfa in tecbofane, art' ntOfasd to tig 
fan. It fa nseesssry. tberoioro, that the natter sheald be tokoa op Iqr a 
oonbinfttion of mOliTfiion 88X 

(83) A largi iietory for eomWoed printing, b i so ebin g end dfoiaf 

shoald be estabHabed in or near Bombay and tban weaU seam to be great 
adraotagso for phdng it at Amheiaatb (pern 8SX ^ 

(84) Oreatar attaation to tbe qaelity ol pradaetioa fa desirshle (pare 8lX 

(85) Tbs prastiee of selling yam ooder doable nombers fa andsebablgk 
•ad thoidd bo diiooiitiDnod (pon BSX 

(88) Both the system olmies on commission and that of aeWog tbimub 
tbe miifa* own . shops hare adrantagaa and it is not possiWe, thsealore, to 
sag wbieb is preferaUe (para 84). 

(87) Bepseaentstifas of nrilla shoald risit the spoan^ aentras frosa 
tbae to time in order to aeqneint tbassselrso slaoaly with tb# obarMbm gl 

(poim 84)e 

(88) Tbe Bosnbey llillowners* Aaaoeiatioa abenid aneoge for fanig 

aetteapopdents in the prinaipal sonsaming esolras (para 84X . ^ 

(88) Managing agents shoald not aet as gaoMUtee fatphan lap Ifeg 

"*'''(83^ ITfa^diSIbfa W tbs fcianee of *b> ,«oMw iodo riry sbn nM H 
inrartigatsid and that an enqoi>7 i»*o the posrihOlty of ioMoaiag 
woieboase ayatmn into In& shiidd form part of ^ inrmtfytloa (pm 88* 

(81) Tbe derefapmant of the egport trade of Bnw^ woold be g 
rahn^ means of rsliering tbe depression (para 88* 

(83) Cobmied and dyed goods form the fa*^ 8***^ j b*.*yj*ts M 
pfaeago o ds and farther expansion gl this ride of tbe Bombay MpiMr •wriA 

tboraion. atnogthan its poaitfan in tbs foreign oMrkm (para 68* 

(83) It is oaasntial to tbe derefapment of tbeexp^ ^o llhm^ 
that adaanate briOrmatioa — y Rtf foreign awrbets abooid N oealhbig 

end tStho indgatir shoald betaaposition to ati^ 



i«| THE eonOM TEXTttJETUtanf aOAWO^ I 

(M) Tht IndhMtry AoalA tnafiM Iht fauibflilf of o oosttMtioe of i 
tko BiOf latmiled in the export trude for the porpoee of omogiaf mA 
detaib nonsfiotare of lioee required^ onooito of qmiititiee oibook Am 
mcmbiio end pfovention of imitntloQ of noria end imbon (ptim 86). 

(M) The etoCbtieAl Informidon rpoudiog the indintrf ihoaM bo 
improTe^iii oertofn respeete (pom 87). 

CHAPTim XI 

(96) High proteetWe datiei on Oo Mile adfoeoted bj the Bombop ond 
Aboiedibid Millownere* AiioeiitioD eeniigt be jnstiBed (pare 90) 

(97) The claim for a proteotifo dnip of 4| per cent to enable the Indian 
ttiOindnetry to make provition for depreeiation of plant and maflUnery 
cannot be admitted (para 91). 

(98) Ko joitidoation exictc for a differential duly againet Japan on tho 
ground of depreeiated exchange (paia 91). 

(99) The eace for a small all round iLorease in the import do^ on 
cotton manufaetores other than yarn is strengthened by the nndMbted tem- 
porary bardieap imr^ed on the industry by the ttahOlaatlon of the ropee 
at la. 6d. (para 91). 

(100) A mcderate meaaiire of proteetion both for yarn and doth ean be 
Jostiflcd for such period at labour oouditiona in Japan eontinno inferior to 
thoM in India (para 92). 

(101) An additional duty on yarn it undesirable in viev of its eSaet 
on the haiidloom industry (para 92). 

(102) A differential duty against Japan is undesirable (para 92). 

(108) The proposal to gWe proteetion against unfair eompetition from 
Japan in the form of speei6o duties leried on the daaa of goods which are 
in the main imported from that country is open to MTcral obfection and 
cannot be supported. Protection to the industry should thersforOf be giren 
in the form of an addition to the present diOy on all cotton manubetures 
other than yarn (para 92). 

(104) Ko justification for an export duty on cotton ean be established 
(para 93). 

(105) The concersion of free entry enjoyed by cotton mill maehineiy 
and mill stores prior to 1921 should agaio be granted (perm 94). 

(106) The most satisfactory methol of working the eooeemion so far 
as stores are ooncerned would be to grant total exemption from stores which 
can only be used in the mill or handloom industries and to exempt other 
stores from doty if imported direct by a mill or to grant a refund on them 
when they are pubhascd from **stockbt** Two lists bare been drawn np 
aeeorditigb (para 94). 

Chaptxe XII. 

(107) A stimulus to the prodoetion of goods of higher qualify can beat 
be giren in the form of a bounty on the spinniim of higher counts of yarn 
{nstsad of by an additional import duty on yarn (^ra 96/. 

099 ) A bounty of one anna per poucd» or its cqnifsient on yarn of 
828 aM higher oounlE based on the production of an oTerage of 18 per 
cent of tho total working spindleage in a mill in British India would meet 
the 4testfoo (page 97). 

(109) The operation of the bounty should bo limited to fourTeara 
(para 97). 
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(110) The booiikj ahoald be Kmfied to theprednetioDof Ihperteah 
of the epindleege in onj mill end weald not be giTen anlem the totel epio- 
dieege employed 00 higher eounti ezoeeded 7 end o half per oem. oad the 
averese ooant epan was not below 54* (pm 97). 

(111) One great adrentege of tbfa aeheme ia that the poaitioa of the 
handloom industry will not be affeeted (para 97). 

(Its) Aa the maiority of Indian mills hare both apinning and wearing 
dopartmentSt the abaonee of protection for the lower eoanta of yarn h 
oompansated by the additional all round duty on cloth. Contingeoeiea amy 
arise in which an additional duty on yam would be justified (00*^0 98)l 

(119) If a satisfactory scheme for a combined bleaehitig. dyeing and 
printing plant can be put forward by the Bombay mill ioduatry« iialitenne 
from Government should bo given (para 99). 

(114) No justification can be established for the grant of export hlDOtiea 
(para 100). 

(Its) Two Trade Commissioners should be appoin*edi one at Basra and 
one at Mombasa (para 101). 

(116) Before Trade Commissioners are appointed lor other eon ntries» 
a rapid survey of the potentialities of the markets in those countries should 
be undertaken by a smsll mission (psra 101 ). 

(117) It ia most important in the interests of the Bombay mill industry 
thjit it should have its own rcpresenUlives in the principal export msrksta. 
Expenditure by the Bombay Millowners' Association In this respect shoold 
be supplemented for four years by the grapt of an equal amount from- 
Government up to a maximum of Ks. 25>000 annually (para 101). 

(118) The question of subsiding shipping freights should be in vestifated 
by the Trade Commissioner and by the commercial mission suggested in 
(116). Combination on the part of the Bombay Mulowuers* Aesoeiatioa 
would place it in a much stronger position ^0 negotiate with shipping 
companies (para 102). 

(119) The difficulties in applying a policy of discrimination in regard 
to milway freights to the cotton textile iiidiutry are in4U(>criiblo (para 103X 

(120) Specific compliints in regaid to incquilitiss of railway freighte 
are a matter for investij'ation by the Railway Rites Advisory Committee 
(para 103). 

(121) The existing facilities in the matter of railway sidings in Ahmeda- 

bad are sufficient (pars 10 1). . • •• 

(132) The charges for the fumigation of American cotton entering India 
are levied iii the inter: sts of the cultivators 0! cotton should be boroe by 
general revenue (para 105). .... ^ 

(123) No case has been made out for the abolition of company aaperlax 

(para 106). .... ... v 

(124) The cost of those proi>osals which involve expenditure aim 

be met by an additional imiKirt duty of four per cent, on all cotton manolce* 
tures other than yarn (para 107). . . • 

(125) This duty should bo imposed lor a period of three years (paia 10I|. 

Chaftur Xlll. 

(126) No jmtifieation bu been e.t.Utelwd for the aptcM triitaiM of 

th« boai.17 induitiy (para 109). » 

(127) Tbe abolition of tbo dotj oo yam of oouida abof a lOfc Of tt# 
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$mlt of 0 robito of the da^!to milli ottog ladi yirn eoimot bo lapooTliod 
(poro ilO). 

Id ooobltuioiu Ibo Bu^jorltf oi m iMl to oxfiron our doop togrot tb«t 
wo boTO boon niiaUo to obtoin tbo Preiidoiit^s nippoit lor our oobomo cd o 
boDDtf on tbo opinoing of joni of higbor ooanti. Wo with to ompboilio tbot 
thk ii tbo only point of inportonoo on wbieh tboro !■ onj difforoneo of 
opinion betweon t^e Memben cf tbo Boord ood ^at in eyery otbor roopoot. 
opoTt from ono or two nattori of anolytls or oaloalatioo, ^ro boa boon 
oomploto unanimity wbiob baa loond exproiaion io tbo presentation of a 
single Report. We wonld also like to express onr sense of obligation to tbo 
PPeddMit for helpful disoussion in tbo dcaftiAg of that part of ^o Report 
with which bo tndb bimself to disagreement 

• 

Changes in Tariff. 

The changes in the tariff wUch were suggested to us wore throe in 
number : additional import duties on yam* pieoegoods and other cotton 
manulactoresi an export duty on raw cotton* and the abolition of the duty 
on mill machinery and mill stores. We proceed to examine these snggestioDa. 

We receired tnueh eyidenoe in favour of the imposition of ^ditional 
import duties on cotton manufactures bntt apart from those which were put 
forward on behalf of the hosiery industry which we deal with elsewhere* 
the only definite euggestionc which we deem it nececaary to disouaa oame 
from tbo repreaentatfyes of the industry In Bombay and Ahmedabad. The 
proposals put forward by the two MiHowners’ Associations were not* 
however* in close agreement nor were they advanced on the same grounds. 
In their original representation* the Bombay Millownera’ Asiooiation asked 
for **a eoientifio tariff to that the goods which Indian mills can manufacture 
and supply to India shall not be open to unfair competition from foreign 
oompetitora.*’ They went on to state that the industry required* " in order 
to plaee it in an cq^ poeition with foreign countries in respect of the cost 
of manufacture* additional protection equivalent to 13 per cent and further 
additional protection to enable the mills to make the necessary allowancas 
for depreciation to plant and machinery.” This 1 8 per cent was based on 
the 8 per cent advantage which it was held that Japan possessed on the 
ground of depreciated exchange and on 5 per cent advantage due to inferior 
labour oonditione. The additional protection asked for to enable provision 
to be made for depreciation was subsequently placed at 4 and half per 
cent eo that the total demand was for 17 and half per cent In their 
reply to onr questionnaire* the Association explained that by '^scientific tariff” 
they meant a fixed duty per pound on the different classes of cotton goods 
fmportedlinto India and that they bad in mind a tariff somewhat similar to 
that in force in Japan. They considered "that a heavy duty should be 
IcTied on eoarse goods and lower counts of yam, a moderate duty on medium 
dassea of goods and a low doty^or the present rate on higer counts and on 
tpeoiai types of goods which cannot be roanufaetured in India economically.” 
In Ae eouTsc of their oiU examination* the representatives of Ae Assoeia* 
tion ' elaborated their position and explained that the increased "ad valorem” 
duty of 17 and a half per cent and the soientifio tariff were altemativa 
mggeitioiis and Aat if the ceientifio tariff wera adopted in preference A Ae 
17 and a half per oetti '*ad talorem” duty Ae speeifie duties imposed under 
it OP certafn eliiase oi goods would require to be muA b«iner. 
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Thtt aooiAni of Ilia Bombay Hilloviiert* Aioooialloii waa with proloetioB 
aguait what they rogarded as onfalr oomp!tit4aii. The Ahmedebad Mill- 
owaaiB Aiiootation want fnrthar. In tbafr reply to our queefionirntra, they 
aakad for a anhatantiil incraate in the import duty .on cloth and yarn up to 
40e aoantai a modorata iucreaee for*ooaiitc up to 60a and little or no ineraaaa 
00 eonnta aho?a 60a.^ In their oral ezamiiiationt they explained that they 
naked for inereamd dutiea on all imported yarn* both and other manufactuiod 
gooda and juatified the aztenaion of their demand hejfond that put foranud 
by BomW Millownera* Aaaooiation on the ground that the additional 
dutiea propo^ would enable the Indian mill industry to establish itself 
firmly in the spinning of higher counts of yarn and tho manufacture of cloth 
therefrom. In the course of their oral examination* their representaUfea 
also changed the character of their demand slightly tiinl asked that the higW 
duty ahould be impoeed at a uniform rale on all counts of yarn up to 60s 
and on cloth manufadured therefrom* the duty on yarn and cloth abote 
60s. to be such duty as was required for revenue purposes. 

We have before os* therefore* three dilToront poriKMals* two emanating 
from the Bombay Millowners’ Association and one from the Ahmadahad 
Millowners’ Association. These are 

(1) Additional duties to the extent of 17 ai.d a half per cent on cotton 
manufactures imported from countties from v bich there is ** unfair "cbm- 
petitioD. 

(2) Specific duties of amounts not spocifiod on all imported goods of 
low* medium and higher counts respectively but which would work out on 
oertaio elaaacs of goods at a higher rate that the ad-valorem duty. 

(3) Additional duties to the extent of 12 and a half per cent on all 
cotton manufactured goods of counts up to . 6O1. from whatever countiy 
imported aud lower duties on those of counts above 60s. 

Before we proceed to examine in detail the grounds on which the 
Bombay Millowners* Association have sought to justify the imposition of the 
additfonal dutiea they suggest* it is necessary that we should consider* in 
their broader aspects* the problems involved In the levy of duties at the rates 
suggested by the two Associations* in other words* the general effeot of 
high additional duties on the future couieo of prices aud the development 
of the icdustiT* 

Effect of High Additional Duties. 

The first of the three proposals set forth above it that an additfonal 
duty of 17 and half per cent should Lo levied on all imports from foreign 
oountries from which there is ** unfair competition.*’ The duty would thus 
ha a differential duty on a comparatively small portion of the imr orte even 
if it were decided* in order to avoid the difficulties arising from the ezir 
teooe of the Anglo-Japaneie Convention of 1906, to extend It to al 
oonntrise outside the British Empire. It is UDDCoessary to enter in apy 
detail into analysis of the working of sueh a duty and it will suffioe to stsli 
the eonohision that a differential duty on a relatively small portion of the 
•npi^ does not bring about an increase in pri^, over the wbol# e op ply 
QBlesA ood the reservation is of the greatest imporianoe In the presonl 
eoBBOshm* priosa hsfore the levy of tke duty have not been sneh at to yldd 
Ml adeqoale letusn to the industry. If. ou the other hand* as is elalss ed , 
priosa havo bera iorosd below the eost of production of iaeitot mffli by 
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tbe puMoni of unfoir foreign oompetitioa, the lerj of e difforonlU dufy 
egehmt tbe eoontrie$ from wbicb nidi fompetitiofi oonm dioald hum them 
to m Jerel wbjob ii» at any rate, eaffideotly bigb to meet tbe expeum of 
pvodootfoD. Tbe extent of tbe rise will deymid on tbe extent to wbicb it 
eorreetc.tbe anfair adrantagea enjoyed by foreign oomfietitorc. To tbs extent 
of that riae» it inTolvos a burden on tbe oonsomer but it cannot be consi- 
dered an undue burden sirioe no industry can be expected to suffer cootinu- 
ous losses in bis Intereati, Damping and depredated exobaoge were held 
by tbe Indian Fiscal Commission to oonstitate anfair competitioo against 
wbicb Indian industry was justified in seeking protection beyond that 
afforded by any existing revenue duties. Tbe case of unfair labour oondi* 
tioa was not specifically considered by tbe Indian Fiscal Commission but it 
appears to us to fall within the same category. We hold that an. industry 
may legitimately Mk tbe State to assist it to revert to wbat may be regarded 
as normal eondi lions of business and that the consideration of decisive 
imrortatice is. therefore, the correctness of the analysis of the situation and 
the^ accuracy of tbe estimates of the disadvantages to which the industry is 
subjected by unfair comi^titiou. It should be pointed out that, even if no 
counter-vsiling duty is levied a rise in price is inevitable since, nnless Japan 
is able to supply all the requirements of India at the low pric^ at which she 
is able to supply pai*t of them, it is to her Intereit, once she haa ekablished 
herself in the Indian market, to allow prices to rise to the level at which 
other competitors can sell without loss but which would yield her larger 
profits. A rise of prices in this way woutdi however, be far more gradual 
than that which follow the imposition of a differential duty and in the 
meantime seriooa and perhaps lasting damage might have been inflicted on 
the home industry. Fr6m the point of view of the consumer therefore the 
Imposition of a differential duty against unfair competition merely hastens 
the rise in prices which wouldi in any event, be brought about by the play 
of normal economic forces. 

The proposed specifio duties , stand on a different footing. They are 
intended to secure in an indirect way what a duty on all dasses of goods 
imported from Japan would secure in a direct way. We shall deal subse- 
quently with the administrative and technical difficulties which militate 
against the resort to such duties, whether for revonac or protective purposes, 
but would here draw attention to some considerations whicli wo regard as 
of very great importance. While the objective of duties imposed on the 
basis advocated by the Bombay Millowners* Association might be the imports 
frum one country only, the duties would affect the imports from all countries 
sllke.^Heavy duties on coarse cloth and lower counts of yarn and moderate 
duties un medium classes of goods would cause a rise in prices of all such 
goods entering India. The rise in prices would thus be both more Immedi- 
ate and higher than would be effected by duties levied against the imports 
from a particular oountry only. The only safeguard to the consumer would 
Be in the operation of internal competition and the operarion of this betor 
would be impeded by the virtual monopoly in the coarser and medium goods 
secured 1^ the heavy duties on them. The burden on the eonsumer would 
thus be heavy and of coneideiable duratioo and the only jnstifieation lor it 
would lie **in the edueatite influence which my be brought to bear on the 
Isdustrial classes of a nation to devote their eneigies to tasks lor which they 
have a^oate resourcea and opportunitks but in which they neverthelese |ag 
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•bifid the bait vraotioe that can be foand elsewhere (Dr. Marshall).” Thei^ 
i s^ anfortuiiatelyi no reason to boliere tbat any derefepment in th^i dtrooUon 
would follow. We baye stated elsei/bsre our view that it is essential to the 
recoTcry of the Bombay industry that there should be greater diyeriilioation of 
production and a developmont of the spinning of higher eounts of yarn. Bith 
the foim and magnitude of the speciiie duties euygested would retard rather 
promote such a development as they would plaoe a premium on the spinning 
of the lower counts and the manufacture of cloth from them. They would, 
therefore, in no ease, benefit the Bomboy industry which stsnds in the 
grestest need of assistance, for they would not help it in its competition with 
the npoountry mills. The result of such duties would be impose e burden 
on the consumer of the coarser goods who is obviuiuly least able to boar it 
in order to enable the industry to persist in unprogresiive lines of produc* 
lion and that too at a time when It is the oontoutioo, even of thjse who 
advocate the duties, that his purchasing povrer has been reduced. 

The proposals put forward by the Ahmcdabdd Millownori* Assooia- 
lion differ from those examined immediately above in that they do not favour 
the production of coarser goods to the disadvantage of thuso of medium 
counts ai d are indeed put forward in the expectation that tbu change to 
medium coui ts would bo stimulnted by tho imposition of the duties they 
propose. I'ho differenoe is, however, one of degree rather than one of 
principle. If there ia no differentiation in tho treatment of oarao and 
medium goods, it is not to be expected that a development in tho pruduo* 
lion of the latter which has been gndcr discussion for a long time past 
without any appreciable results will come about. Tho objoolfons to spoolflo 
duties apply equally to those proposals. 

Exception may be taken to the presentation of tho oaao whioh haa been 
put forward above on the ground that, while the specific duties have beeu 
proposed either solely or mainly to protect the industry against unfair 
foreign eonpetition we have applied a test which is irrelevant in this eon* 
nexion, that of the greater diversification of the industry. So far as the 
Abmedabad Millownora’ Associatio.t are coiicernod, however, the view was 
distinctly put forwai'd that the additional, duties wore required^ even nmre 
for the promotion of greater diversification than for protection against 
unftir foreign competition. There is a luither answer that, in view of the 
heavy burden likely to be imposed on the oonsumor, protMtion on the soale 
asked for can only be legitimately demanded by an infant industry. 

It may further be urged that wo have exaggerated the extent and 
duration of the burden to the ooniumer as internal eompetiiion would 
operate to prevent any rise In prices beyond the level of normal expense of 
produetioD including a reasonable return on capital. This view was placed 
before os both by the representatives of the lodusrty and by other wi tn esses, 
It is a view which. Is widely held and is not without tbeoretioal jostifioatfoo 
if long period results alone are considered. It is a valid argumsnt tlia^ 
given immunity from foreign eompetitiom the home piodueer wlU at fine 
reap the benefit of prices raised almost to the extent of the additiooal doty 
but that the proepeot of such prices will induce inoreasad produotioii both 
by those already in the field and by those aUneted to tim indiistq^ 
•xpeetatioo of high profits. In oouseqoeijcei prioes will agaia be lowered 
by oompetitioQ among the producers to the level at wUoh only 00m 
flosto of proAietion ip^iding & reasonablo retom on o ep tt ri whM il is th# 
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pnmmyUon Aal iR Ikt twliar bvd of fewer prfoca ahml Kr wrfM 

Itedlgn oooipotitfeii lhaj did noi do. Bat whde the hfeh dotiee are pioiioaad 
awawedlj oo the eroiiiid that onljr then will eonditfene be equalled, the 
anooRnt impliee that the fewer torel of prieoe brought aboat fer internal 
eoaMbtition will atill be snffiofeutly high to oompenaate prodooere. In other 
worfc either it ie aonght to plane on the oonaamer at the oatMt a larger 
bofdcn" than ia Jnetlfted or the ioduwfy will, aa aooo aa interiMl oompetltion 
lowera the lepel of prieeai be no better oft ihan it waa before the dntiee 
were impoaed. 

A fardiar olgectfeo to proteetfon on the aeale propoaed bp the re* 
preaeotaRrea of the iodostrj ia that whilat, on the one hand it would 
enooorage additional prodootion» on tne othir. it would reatriot oonaumplion. 
The problem before the Indian mill indoatry and eapeoiaUy the Bom^ 
aeotion of it ia to aeoure inoreaaed oonaumption and not merely to make 
higher proSta on raatrieted aalea. The Bombay Millownera’ Aaaoeiation In 
their origioal repreaentation hare ezpreaaed the riew that enhanced import 
dutieajyoaldnotraiaethe prieea to the oonaumer aa internal oompetltion 
betweet the milla in IndU would eatabliah * equitable * prioea. We hare 
enmiaed thia upeot of the question above. They further maiotain that 
the enhanoement of the import dutiea on eotton manufactures other than 
yam to II per cent in 1921 did not raise the price of cloth or eheek its 
eonaomption* It ia impomible to disentangle the effect of an increased duty 
on prices or on oonaumption especially where> as in the case of eotton 
teztilea» oo muoh depends on other factors such as the cost of raw material 
in reapect of prices or the presence or absence of a good mousoon in 
respeet of consumption. But it is azfomatic that, other things being equal» 
the effect of an increased duty must be to enhance prices and that the effect 
of iocraased prices is to reatriot oonaumption. The figures of consumption per 
head of cloth whioh we give in Appendix IV throw some light on this 
•i they bring out very clearly the extent to which high pricM restricted 
eonsomptfeDi from 1917 to 1923, and espocioally in 1919*20. It is difficult 
to draw a definite conelusion from the figures for the last four yeors but 
it it noteworthy that the oonsumption of cloth per head in 1924-23, 13*01 
Jiidsi was higbor Uian in any year since 1923-14 and that allowing for 
the digbt oorreeted required owiug to the abtenoe of figures for exports 
by laA for 19Sfr;26 it ia higher in 1923-26 than in any pre-war year, with 
the axceplfeo of 1912-13 and ISI'S-U when imports were unusually high 
owing to the abnudanea and low prfoei of American cotton. Although 
^ioea in 1914-35 were ellghily higher than in 1923-34, the aveiage prices 
hmgefeth being ll'lfi annas per pound in the former year against 21*53 annas 
in Rm latter the oonaumption per head in the latter year was 13*01 yards 
•grinat 13*13 yards in the former. Thia can be accounted for by the fact 
that 1334*35 Mfewad a long aariea of years in whioh prioea bad brnn high 
Rril omisumpRoo below normal and alto that the decline in prieea whioh 
has eominuid ever tinea set in August of that year. The figures appear to 
•bow that Rm raeant dedina in prioaa baa stimulated cousumpRon a more* 
mesA whUi on inoroase in impart dutiea would undoubtedly eheek. 

Our Pkoddent daeiro to make it dear that, while he ia in eoRra 
•greamani wilh lha yiawi ex pr e m ad above, be wUier this part of the ebapter 
Ipte read in tba light of the lamirka in hit minute el diaaent. 



OOMCLtlSIOllS AND BBOOMIIBHDATIONS 
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Tba groandi iiifed io fttoor of Addilioiial Doliat. 

We now orooaed to ozomino tho gvoiiiidt on whMi tko Bomliaf Mill* 
owDon* Anodatioii hoT« pat lorward o Mm for 17 oiid half per cent 
proteeiion agaioat foreign eoantrieai tlie importa from whfoh compete nnfeirly 
whh Indian manafacUiroi. The claim^ for a 4 and half per cent intf to 
enable Indian milli to make the naeemarp" idbwanee for depraeiation of plant 
and machinery can be di*miued rery briefly. Depreciation chargee are 
obrkmaly ae much a cost of prodaction la the connty againat which proteo* 
tion if aonght aa they are io thia country anP an enhancement of protedfon 
to enable proTiaion to be made for Ui3m at well ai on the ground that coile 
of production, owing to unfair competition, are lower elaewheere then they 
are in India would obriou Jy mean that they would be allowed for twice 
o?er. No claim for protection to enable thia proriaioo to be made eani 
therefore, be admitted. 

The Bombay Millownera’ Aaioeiation claimed a protectice duty of 
8 per cent on the ground of depreciated exchange. It is unneoeaiary to | 
examine the baaie of the calculatiotia on which thia claim waa n^e 
cince, aa we hare pointed out in paragraph SO any adrantage which Japan 
poaaeeaed owing to a depreciated exchange haa diaappeared with the rer 
toration of the yen to ita gold parity and any diaadvantagea to which the 
induatry may be auhjeeted from the atabiliaation of the rupee at la. 6d are 
therefore not confined to importe from Japan. In paragraph 38, we hare 
diaeuaaed the extant of theae diaadTantagea and hare atated cur . concluaion 
that the atabiliaation of the rupee at la> 6di coming aa ft haa done at a 
time of falling pricea, haa rendered the problem preaented by the diapari^ 
between pricea and wagea in the co^n textfle induatry more pronounced. 
That foreign competition may be intenaified in auch oircumatancea until 
pricea and wagea a^uit themaelvea to the altered ratio ia an economic truiam. 

A number of countriea bare enacted tariff Icgialation t'l aafeguard home 
induatriea againat unfair competition ariaiug from the depreciated currcnciea 
of competing eouritnea. The ralidity of the principle underlying auch legir 
laiion waa admitted by the Indian Fiaoal Commiaaioii who auggeated the 
inaertion In the Icgialation againat dumping, which they propoacd, of a dauae 
on the linea of the proviaion in the Australian Act which would in their 
opinion prove an ample aafeguard agaiitrt any dangera that might be anti* 
cipated from exporte from a country with a depreciated exchange. 

It waa held by many witneaaca before ua that if the validity of the 
argument for protection againat countriea with a depreciated exchange fa 
admitted a aimilar argument moat be held to apply to a rice in exchange to 
whUb iiitemd pricea and wagea have not been equated. We have pointed 
out elaewhere that the direct diaadvantagea to the cotton induatry have been 
eatimated at between four and aix per cent, according to the price of cotton 
but that, in our view it ia impoaaiUe ai^iafactorily to aaaeaa either the exact 
measure of the dbadvantage or the period for which It will last In theae 
eiimimatancea and in view of the complexity of the conafdemttona involved 
we should have had coiiaiderable heaitotion in proposing an increase io tbe 
import duty on this ground alone but tbe nudority of oa coneider that the 
reasons we advance elaewhere for^i smalt all*roond increase ia the Import 
doty on cotton manulactorea other than yam are atrengthened by the on* 
doubted temporary hao^p imposed on M industry by the at e bili eetf o u 
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of the ropea at la. 6d. Our Preaideiit dfaaenta fom thii view for raaaona 
rreorded in bif separata iniiiute. 

We now come to the examination of the clatm of the Romhay Mill* 
owners’ Aesociation that (he Indian cotton textile industry requires protection 
aaainst Japan o^nng to the competition which results from the unfair con* 
ditions in tlmt country in regard to hours of labour and the employment of 
woro^'n ai:d chi!dreii at night. In paragraph 35 above we have stated our 
conclusion that to the extent that conditions of labour in Japan are iiiferior 
to those in India in these respects, it must be held that there is unfair com* 
petition between India and Japan. We have further pointed out that 
Japanese competition is severely affecting the Indian industry in respect both 
of yarn and piocegoods and our conclusion is that, to the extent tbit this 
eompotitioii is facilitated by tbe^ Inferior conditions of labour in Japan the 
industry has established its cla'm to protection a^iinst it. The Bombay 
Millowiiers’ Association estimate the advantage which accrues to the Jipinose 
industry from its labour corditior s at (ivo per cent. We have preferred to 
mnlce our own detailed calculat bus uiider this head, and hive assessed the 
advantage in actual c >st of manufacture at aUmt 4 per cent, in both yarn 
and cloth. If, as the majority of us consider, the advantage the Japanese 
iiiduitry obtains should be worked out on the basis of the inclusion of a 
rcaionalle return on capita] in the cost of production, os is th-^ practice of 
(he United States Tariff Commission with regard to th>ir cilciilatioris of 
comparative costs of production, it is very much greater af)d may be placed 
in tbe ccighlKiurhood of l2/i per cent, on cloth and 10 per cent on yaro. 
We are agreed that, in additicii to the protection afforded by the present 
impoit duty of 5 per cont on yarn and 11 per cent, on cloth a moderate 
measure of protection can be justified for such period as the labour condi* 
tiious in Japan continue inferior to those in India. 

Conclusions and Hecommendalions. 

The miijoiity of us consider, however, that the impositioit of any addi* 
tioial duty on yarn is ui.doFirabio in view of the cifcct tb it this would have 
on the hat dlooin ii du^try which in l92rr2G, ucoording to tii: fi^urjs given 
iii AppPi.dlx IV snpplietl about 2G p'r cent, of tlio ti't;d consinr.ption of 
cloth in India. It. was ropivscr.tcd to us hy many witin'sses, i::c!ut!iiig some 
Ibreotors of Industries, that the imposition of an additioiial duty on yarn 
would not affect that ii.dustty unfavourably as the great est part of its output 
is of cloth woven from yarn of the finer counts and may, therefore, be re* 
yarded ns a luxury product, any increase in the price of which due to an 
enhaiiccd duty could easily be passed on to the cinsumar. We are not 
convinced W this agrumont. The figures we have given in preceding 
chapters stlBw that a largo proportion of the output of tbe Bombay mills in 
the ooarter counts is placed on the Indian market and any incriiasa in the 
price of this must react niifavourably on the handloom industry. It will 
also react unfavourably on the position of (hose mills which have weaving 
sheds only and are dopeidcnt on yarn either locally manufaetiirod or 
imiiortrd. For these reasons the majority of us are of opinion that any 
assittAi.ee given to the spiiiijiitg industry is. for reasons stated else* 
where, best given in the form of a liouiity. In regard to protection for 
oottOBi maimfactnree ether than yarn in order to onable them ti meet 
Japaneco comt»ctitioii» there are four methods by which such a duty 
could be levied. 
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An addikioiMl do^ vdghi h% on Importa fcoa J«pui aim. 

Thb would noooontoto the abroga^oo of tiM Anglo-JapiotM OooHsHoo 
of 19(15 under whioh Japaneto importo into India aro ontiilid to "mwl 
laroafod nation troatmant” and might load to rotali itioQ againat asp aril 
from India wbieb largolj axoaad in vala^ tha importo intolhia oonotrj from 
Japan, tlia fignraa in 1935-1916 being Ra {iS ororaa for axporto againil 
Ba. 18 ororaa for importo. In thaaa oiroamitonoai, tha miioritj of ni ara 
of opinion titot tha impoaition of a differential dnty againit Japan ia n» 
deafraUa when tba olgaot aimsd at ean ba aaonrad in other waya« 

It iboold be pointed out that a farther oomplioati m arlaai from the 
foot that, if a differential duty ia fmpoaed, againat Japan on the tronod of 
inferior labour oonditiona, it would appear ligio illy to follow toaft it ahonld 
alto ba impoaed againat China where labour oonditiona ara inferior to tboaa 
in Japan and alao againat the United Stotaa* whfoh alao haa not raHtad 
tha Waehiogton ConVantion and where, aa will be aaen from Appendix IX, 
in aome of tha Southern Statea, there ia no limitation of thanumharof 
honia and prohibition of the employment of female labour at night. In a 
report of a apeeial inTeetigation into oonditiona in the textile induatry bi 
MaBMhuaetto and the Southern Statea of the United Statea and Amariaa 
preoanted to the Qorernor and Council of Maaaaohuiette in 1933 it ia atatad 
that in praotioe moat of the operatirea in the milla in the Southern Stotoa 
work fiftrhvo houra per week during the day time, ten houra for 5fa daya 
and five houra on Saturday and that then, If neoeaaacy, a night ehift (in- 
cluding women) may be employed for ten houra each night except Salmdaf 


and Sunday. 

A apeoifio du <7 might he levied on the elan of good, whbh mo fa fhi 
main imported from Japan. We have dealt with the gaoetal aapeet of oneh 
a duty but there are further oldeotiona to ib The flnt of thaaa. whfah 
rulaaitontin eziating oonditiona, apart from any other oonildatatioo, b 
thab czoept of eonrae, in regard to yam. to maehiuery at preaont eibb 
for working auoh a doty. The aaoertainment of the ezaot ooooto of yara 
from whioh a partieuiar oloth ia mauufaotarad ia a highly taehnieal 
proeeaa for earrying out whioh an expert ataff would be MuiiodL 
We the CoUeetora of Cnatoma at Bombay, lladraa and OalanM^ 

on thb point and, while they are agreed that the anbatftolbn of apeatto 
advaknem dntiea would he welcomed by the Guatoma Departaaent far ad* 
niniatrative reaOona aa it would obviate the difieollfoc whioh at proaaat arfaa 
in regard to vahiationa. more eapeeially In Caloutta. ft would ba a x t r aai rt r 
dilBoolt to evolve a aatiafaotory aoheme even for grey gooda owfiw fa tha 
Immenae range of olodi whkh entera India. Varion attempfa ham 
made to frame auoh a aehanM but no progreai hM ao fM been aaUavad, 
Even in regard to grey gooda whioh. it waa agreed, tepreooi^ a aa nah o aobc 
pnUem titan bleaohad or eolonred. printed and dyed 0Mda. tha vary te* 
portant daaa of bordered dhotia pieaenta great eomidioatfoiin 

A tariff on cotton teztilaa on fhaae linaa b alioady fa fm fa olte 
aonntriaa. of whioh Auatria may he manttoiedaaMexampla.hfaaajIfa- 
l ntuBf aahaaaa eonld. in our riew. wdy bo worked out hy •• wpai, wnh .■ 
ray alooe knowledge both of Indian andimportrfpbeyedaJn aoMnbr 

thnwiththetradeandthe work would take Mv^ nj^n. Mo aotatte 

of tha preaent problem ete therefMe be found fa tUa dfreeten even ff thm 
wore not ohjeerioiia from other pointa of view to the ptopoeaL Thera fa 


M 
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oomHiwHobi «fc* km of vfcfck tto nprwaiitoiffw of tto MOowaon 
Aao d otio o ttwawlTto oiwittiii tiuft tho imporftioo of o do^ Iqr oomto 
aoold laid to l eg lHmt i oo WH Ia ft on. The iapoeitkHi of ■ hoeej dot^ oa 
eooati of yum heloar SOe or oa doth made therefron* mold, lor oxeaiploi 
feed to tho inefeoeid ftapeitirf eecote of yem joet ebore fOi orof dott ne^ 
IhorrfiOBi eod tto oldoot for whidi tto heorior protaedon agaioat tto lower 
ooonto woo groatod woaM bo fiaatratod. The oolj adotion for thia difleoUf 
whidi wao oflbrod to oa waa the idainR of tho diriding lino ; for ommplob 
tf tto ohfoet waa notooHoo agoinat dott mnnafoetared from ooanti of yam 
aadw S0a> it waa bald ttat it wonid bo nooeiaary to impooo a duly on all 
elott audo f rooa ooiuto of yam ander 40a. If that prorod inanfloiont tto 
lino wonU ttoa hero to bo plaoed at 00a. It trill bo obriow ttat thia dooa 
aotfamiaha aadafaetory adotion of tto problem. Then ia tho futto 
obiodion ttat) while the ohjoot of a apaeifle doty baaad on oomita might bo 
d^^ pioteolion agdnat Japan, it would aiao affaet a roiy largo proportion 
of the importo from otter eoontrioa, more eapeeially tboie from tho Udtod 
Kingdom aioeo, aa wo hare pointed out, between 40 and 40 per oont of the 
importo from ttat eonntry condat of dott of ooniita between SOt and 40a, ao 
that the limitad purpoaa for whioh tho duty might bo impoaad would not bo 
Ottdnod. In tteao oironmataBeoa, wo aro unanimondy of odnion that 
Ptotoetion to tho indoatiy eannot bo giren in the form of a difforentid dnty 
bomd on eonnta of yam. 

Tb* third motto4 by whioh tto Indian induatry might bo protaetad 
agdagk nnfdr eompotMnn k by tto impoaitiDn of an ad raloram duly qn 
ootton amanfaetaroo from all oomitrioa otter than thoao within tto Brititt 
Empiro. Tho adoption of dda oourao wonid ohriato aoy diflknltiaa atidog 
from tto oaktonce at the AndtrJapanaao Ganrontion whkh oa^ aoenroa for 
Japanooe goodo impottad into Indik the loweat onitoma dhtiaa appUoaUo to 
almilar pan d nati d any ottar foraign oridn, ttat ia, importa from oonntrka 
oataido tto Britkl Empire. Tho majority of na do not eonaidor it aaeoamry 
to dkenm tho adrkabilikr of anoh a duty for throe roaaona. In tto liat plao» 
it wooM, in oflaet, amonnt to Imparid Proferonoo and ttna laiaa brooder 
gamtkna of oomnaar^ polkr ttan om bo dealt with by anoh a Board aa 
onn witt limitad torma of rofetaooe. A aaooad and orea moro important, 
ooaoidoiation k ttat tto pngoaak wo awhoegnan ti y put forward will Inralra 
a. rety amah krtor azpaadkoio ttan waidd ho p roridod by tto fanpooittm 
of a d^ wbieh woald oittr alkot a eonwnratiroly amaD proportion of tto 
kwoitiinto Iu& The thml ohjoetio p kthotgiodoof iwaignoridnmW 
Mlniforlid into lodii AniHib posli wUUi. thii Kta y pigi nudi it Hkni^illl 


TkattwttmattioAaiihkhtko i p dnrf Hy al ag i«roar k. ttanalHak 4aA 
of aa od di t i o n to tho pnawt aowttttt dpttiof |1 tKoankokonooIlqia 
m aa n lat tar m otter ttM»Jf» fbaka datB hkh in ogr vkw^ km •mid 
admatBioa. In tha drat pjketa k ALwa pra(kiiH.nii agaiaot ni^ oopnidmao 
In tto aaooad. It amida wanilinilinpM mkiag from dk o rfa B m i f ka apiwit 
paitindar oonatobto In ttA fhkd. k oBahka faada to hofooidtoi^A 
dgfcdto ariaanlaa to thodoiilogmtot of tta indatty oa tto Bata va hagoo 
ooao i digod daoiattio and kglltt it obakfoa tta a ooaa ^ lajr oottfttofm 
at opWa watld tt anaaaottatiMdooffoi^ oim 
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The President*# Minute ef Disient. 

Tk« foDoiriiis it a* mioatt at dinaat mboiittad hjf Mr. llavaai At 
FtaMant at fha Board. 

I am aomsaUad to ditbr bam mr eolMagOM In lagaid to tha ptopomi 
ior tba grant ol a bonntp on tha prodnatiao of para at oonnto Sla and Orar. 
IdoaoiriaragrotaalagraairithliNmUtit a davdopBoant in thia diria* 
doe wanld ha to tha sdrantaga d tha Bamhap indaatiy. Tha Maa g raamOrt 
OBtUipointiaaaOlnatrationof tbadiflaidtiaaaf tha probloma i(ith whiah 
htTf iHtfii oonfpofit^da 

I am not oaorinaad tint tha artileial itianlna to tha davalopmont ol tha 
iginniac oi hWnr ooanti ia aithor naaaaaatp or deaird^ Md I> thariiiKM^ 
aWaattoaaprapBaadhoantponpriadptaand haeanaa I oontidar that tba 
ad a aln ia t i i a t iTa (SBodtiaa in eorUng tha adtama aathfoatoifly ara ao graat 
aatahainaoparahla. Mp.aollaagnea haraaocpUnad that tha main Jnauoar 
tioe he tha ho n ntp liaa in tha apaaU naada of Bomh^. I hoM that a tang 
wtahHahad Indnatty in Bombay ahoald naad no atininhii at tha agpanaa at tha 
ganaial taxpapar to a daralopmaat whiah ia in ita own intaroata. It tha 
BomharaaittindnatrriaaonTinoedhponanalpaitof tha praaant paaidoa in 
tha rapwt and hr tha argnmanta wa hava lhara addnaad in faaonr of 
divamifieation of p r odna ti o n I oannot bat beiiere that it haa tha anetgp and 
initMTa to amhmrfc aa anoh a daralopmant without tha atimnlna of a hmaitp. 
If it ia not ao oe n tiw e ad, the amaB bonn^ propoaed will ba witbont Offiet. 

Ifj'ooUaagMB have expUnad tha raaaona whi^ pravantad aridanoa 
haing taken aa ta tha praatioabili^ of tiiair piopoaala or tba cAhmap of'thO 
aafegnaida thap anggeat but I regard it aa moat nnlortunata that it haa not 
bean poaoibla to dnenaa tha pnbabla affaeta of their aeheaaa with thoaa 
beat qnaJiflad to axpraaa aa opinion on them. That tha tebaaae aright hava 
nndaairabla aAeta ia implioHilp admitted bp the iwopoaal that tha bonntf 
ahonld be Bnitad to tba prodnotion of 16 per aant of tha apiwMaa ia a 
rnOii ia Older not to orarwaight tha prodnation of tha higher aonata. If 
tha prodnation of higher oonnta ia a daainUa ohjeet in Haalfi it a p paaia to 
mo illogiegl to impooo thia limitation. 

8oma Oblaetiona to the Propoaai 

I attadi morn importanee than do mp eoUeagoM to the obfaetiOn that 
tta banntp vonld do UtUa or nothing to aaaiat the miHe which h*T« apioniOg 
dapartmanta mrip. There are ilftf of thaae in India and at wa have poMad 
out* thap art in a woraa poiitioir than thoaa wbid bare both apimiing and 
weaving dapartmanta. If. aa wa bava held, tha pihe oi Japanaae parb 
» dapraaaing effect on tba price of Indian pam. a hiaah on the 
prodnetien of pam of Ugbar coimta will nothing to lactilip aaattaia in tUb 
laapact Tha depraaong dferton tha price of aU para aa thoraanitof 
foroign compotttioir taiD oontinna to ba felt. All that will happen wiB ba that 
the nriBa which have opimring dapartmairia mrip wiB raeciva a bDonlp or 
at the "*»""■*. fifteen per cant of their prodnation and wiB ba in no atroty l 
pnfjtjnw til withatandiag fmign competition on tha remaining Oifiiitp^m 
par oant. Tha bonnto* ttarafOra. will in effect, ba no aaora than a grant in 
aid to mdnaa loaaao or to ionaaaa profita. Tha poaition of tba apfanring 
nrilia in rwpaet of fenign aompatitfmi wBl in no wap ba atranglhanad thanhp, 

Tha graataat pialriom Ulora toe fiombap mill iodutrr. in nqr viair. 
ia that preaantod bp tiw increaiiiig competitiou of milia in Ahmadabad and 
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olhtr iiMOiiiilfj Of tbt Vn miDioii pomidt of yarnororMi 

•pna in IndiMi milk in 19SIHI6« onif 8*4 nSIion poondi or Um thin ono* 
iUid wort ipmdnead in Bonlioy. Tte oomipondiiig fignm lor fha fink 
rfsmnllit of 1980*87 won 19*39 mfllioo ponodt and 6*7 afilion ponndt 
miioafifolj. b wooU thus seem lliiit tin nroonntiy milltf u o whole* 
ore at bait as weD eqnivped M Bomhagr to take advaiitage of the bounfgr 
(nd that it wfll not inproTe the positioo of the Bombay mills relatire to 
that of thoae in oihsr esntres. 

Mj eollaatnas haTe. in my view* dealt too earaortly wiik the dilBenlties 
fweasoted hy the inauffioieoey of raw material in India itself snitable for 
spinning counts of over 80s, We bare stated in onr Report the extent to 
which cotton suitable for such counts is aTailable in India and ba?c pointed 
out that the Bombay industry* for whose bcneflt the subsidy is mainly 
proposed* is at no special adTantage in respect of it It is* on the other 
hand* at some disadrantage as compared with Ahmedabad in respect of 
the Broadi crop and at a distinct disadrantage as compared with the 
mills in Southern India in reaped of the Cambodia crop. Aiiyde?elop* 
meat In the direction of spinning higher counts in Bombay must* therefore 
mean an increased use of Amrican and African cotton. However desirable 
this nay he in the interest of the BomW luiU industry* 1 consider it 
questionable whether it is desirable that it should be enoourag^ by the grant 
of a bounty which would be met* in part* by the cultivator of Indian cotton 
in the form of an increase in duty on such Imported cloth as he may use. 

laUach considerable importance to the oldectiou that the proposed 
bounty would deprive the millowner, who has alteay embarked on the spinn- 
ing of higher counts* of much of the advantage he has derived or may derive 
from so doing. There arc already a few mills which are spinning higher 
counts on a much larger scale than is contemplated by the proposed scheme. 
!nie proportion in one suoeessful upoountry mill of spindles employed on 
counts above 30s Is as high as feursevenths. While the managing agents of 
snob mills will be in a position to obtain a bounty of fifteen per oent of tiieir 
pioduetioo they will in regard to the reminder of it find themselves in com* 
petition with the subsidised product of their own and otiier mills. 

The effeot of the subsidy would be very uoequaL pertain centres such 
as Bombay* Abmedabad* Madras and Madura would be in a position to 
take greater advantage of it than others sueh as Cawnpore and Delhi. It 
would also work unequally as between mills in the same centre. Managfiig 
agents who control large mills or groups of mills would beabktotake 
greater advantage of it t^t those who control smaller mills as they would 
be in a belter position to effect the changes which would be neesssttsted 
by the transillon to higher counts and to work the full percentage of cffindles 
necessary to cam the bounty. My eollejsgves consider that inequality of 
^dvanta^ ia inseparable from aiiy scheme of proteetion* whether in Uie f<»m 
ei an import duty or of a bemoty. Bven if that is admitted* I am stiU of 
opinion that direct State aid whidi works to the advantage of a section oi an 
Indnitay only is undesirable. 

Tk. gnnt ol th. *n*omd ^ooiilfinmld A. tMdMv OB tk. 

fiBtoiladkaadlk to qb kiglMr wobI. of yom Abb A.fMlii**fAa 
MlABinmBABtoBdMH*wkiA «B. A. MAjoA of OBfBTMtaki. MBBMBI 

khtrita** w* iwArbk Tk» iwall f. iafMw yan •ad-d.AaafldlM 
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iMMIad labour. MSb at iktaaenl apiimiiig SOi. wtfi yarn vonld be leaptad 
to aplD SSa. or aran 84a. yarn witbont attarinf tbair mixing. 

Tha lonnty would load to inaffieiaBt working. Tha imallatt allaiant 
nnit in a mill it one preparation and flltaan par cant of tha tpindla are not 
anlBaiaDt to deal with the ootpnt of tbit where tha plant oonaitti of SOiOOO 
apiodla or lea. The result would, tbaraCore, be that the smaller mills 
would run a proportion only of a preparation on the ootton required for 
the spinning of higher counts and tha ha^noe, between tiia two prooassas 
wonld be upset 

If tha bounty is granted on Uia basis of tha output of fifteen par oant 
spindles used for spinning counts of 328. and over, the result would be to 
encourage tha spinning of counts of or very near 38s. m it would be on these 
that tha maximum amount of the bounty could be earned at the minimum 
coat of production If the bounty is granted on the average number of 
spindles, there is no incentive to securing the maximnm production per 
spindle. 

Administrative Difficulties. 

As 1 have stated, the difficulties in the way of adminiktering the 
subsidy appear to be insuperable. A grave objcotioii to the subsidy, in ray 
view, is the inquisitorial iiispeotioiia which would be necessary to ensure 
that the production and counts of yarn wore os stated. My eolleagues have 
referred to the fact that a similar and even more elaborate soheme is in fores 
in Queensland which is so far as 1 am aware, the only counti^ in which an 
attempt has been made to subsidise the cotton textile industry in the 
manner proposed. The cotton textile industry in Qeensland is an entirely 
new industry and the number of mills is very small indeed, so small that 
the number of spindles in them is not shown separately in any return of 
the world's spindles which I have been able to procure. There is further 
an important difference between the scheme which is in foroe in Queeiir 
land ai^ that proposed for India. ' The bounty in Queensland is given on 
a graduated scale from the lowest counts upwards. There is thus no 
inducement to a mill to return higher counts than those actually spun in 
order to earn the bonnt>. 

Increase of Import Duty on Cotton Manufactures. 

My eolleagues have proposed the Imposition of an additional four per 
eent duty on all imports of cotton manufocturesi other ^thaii yarn, mainly in 
Older ' to provide the funds required to stimulate the production of yarn of 
higher counts. As 1 do not agree that such a stimulus is necessary or 
desirable, it follows that I am unable to agree that an all*rouiid increase 
in ^e present eleven per cent duty can be justified. The ohisetions to a 
sutetantial all-round increase in that duty which have been stated at length 
in our report appear to me to apply whatever the amount of the proposed 
addition. It is, therefore, unnecessary to discuss at any length the secondary 
argnment adsaneed in favour of a general increase in the duty, namely, 
th^ it would afford relief against the maladjustment between eocts of 
production and falling prices. My colleagues consider that the other reasons 
they advance for a small all-round increase in the duty are streng^ned 
by the undoubted temporary handicap imposed on the industiy by the 
stebiiisation of the rupee at Is. fid. which has rendered the problem presented 
by the disparity between prieee and wagee more acute. I would merely 
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poiol out tkoft it bit not been eetobHahed thst the ivrobleni preeenled bf 
(fee &peritj between prioes and wegee ie pronoiineed eaeept in Bombaj 
our examination of the eoat of p^netlon atatemente ae well aa mnob 
evidenoe addueed before ua baa tbowji that there ia no reapeot in which 
the 'dimdf antagea of Bombay aa compared with other centrea are more 
apparent Am in ita high labonr cotta and it haa libt been ahown that the 
^aent leverof wagea ia an uudne bnrden on the indnatry in any centre 
other than Bombay. Etoo if the eatimate of the diieet diaadTantage to 
the indnatryi doe to the atabliliaatlon of the rupee at la. 6d. aa from 4 to 
6 per cent according to the price of cotton la aeceptedi it moat» I con- 
rideri be held that the greater part of tiila haa been rectified by the abolition 
of the exciae doty. It ia onneeemary to labour tbia point. The oon- 
neztfam between iht level of wages in Bombay and the abolition of the 
exciae doty ia sufficiently obvious irom the fact that the attempt to 
reduce wages in Bombay at the end ol 1986 was abandoned when the excise 
du^ was ateliahed. 

No all round increase in the duty affords^ any solution to the main 
problem before the Bombay industry, that of meeting .the increasing eonipe*‘ 
tition of mills in other centres. The complexity the problems with 
which we have been confronted has bran very greatly enbanoed by the 
disparity between the conditiooa in Bombay and other centres. We have 
printed ont» in Chapter III, that the demand for protection haa not been so 
earnestly preaaed Irom other centres m it has been from Bombay. 
It ia« I think, unquestionable that there would have boon no demand for 
protection at all had it not boon for the depression in Bombay. If the 
demand for protection in any form is admitted, aa we have admitted it 
in the ease of unfair foreign competition, the problem is therefore to 
device a measure of protection which will amist the Bombay industry, 
will impose the minimum burden on the eonapmer and will not, at the 
aame time, give the industry In other centres asaistacca of which it 
doss not really stand in need. The problem ia an Insoluble one, but the 
nearest approach to its solution ia provided by protection against unfair 
foreign eompetition, the effect of which on prioes ia felt by the whole indnatry 
though the direct effect is much more severely felt in Bombay than it is 
alaewbere. We are agreed that an industry may legitimately ask for protec- 
tion against unfair foreign eompetition beyond what ia accorded to it by any 
existing revenue duty. The unfair compotiticn in the present iostancos 
arises from inierior labour oonditiona and the measure ol protection should, 
tiberefore, bo that which ia required to offset the advantages derived from 
tbeae. We have estimated the advantages derived by the Japanese Industry 
faom dottble-riiift working at 4 pCr cent on the actual coat of manufacture 
cl yam and cl^. We have further given figures which show that, if a 
xcaaonabfo return on capital ia Included in the coat of production, this 
advantage, owing to the fact that the eoouomica aecured by donble-ahift 
working are oUained on twice tka output, ia icoreaaed to about 10 per cant for 
yam end IS per cent lor doth. I do not attach the same importatioc to these 
figures aa dk> my o^eaguaa. It appears to me impoaaible to aiseas q[oantttadve- 
ly the advantagee derived by the Jepanaee industry in this respect. Further, 
fteaddithtt of aFcaaoneUwretuiiion capttal to actual manufactoring coats 
intioducca problems 6! the utmost complexity In regard to the correct 
heiia which should be adopted ior the capiteliaation of an industry whirii 
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UiiiaMiioloiig mUMAni m the oottoo tezCib iodoftiy. Tht btiti ol 
odeobtioiit. the ramilti of whidi aro aboTO* it pmoot roplaor 
nenl Ttlnoi, bat it appoan to me that tboro ie ineaflloiaot jaiUftoadon tor 
aloptiiif tbk baaia for the indoatiy, in Bombay where, owing to monMpal 
raakiotioiia, no new milla oan be ereded. Wbateyer yiew may be taken 
is regi^ to thia, I hold that the maximam daty whioh oan be jaitiiled ta 
oiiO wbM will oieet the actual adyantage per* pound of yarn or per pound 
of doth manufaeturad, deriyed from double ahift working in Japan. Thia, 
itumoat importaiittonote, ia all thi^ waa aaked for in thia reapeot by 
the BooAay mill induatry. 

Differentia! Du^ Suggeated. 

I, Aerefore, Teoommond the impoaftfon of a differential duty of 4 per 
eoRton eH cotton manufaeturea imported into India from Japan, to be 
impoaed at the earlieat date from whioh auoh a duty oin b3 Impmed with 
reference to the temM ol the Anglo-Japaneae Conyention of tPOS. For 
the reaaona giyen by my eqlleagueai t further recommend that thia ahonld 
be impoaed until the end of the period lor which they haye recommended 
the additional general doty, that ia u;itil the end of the financial year 
lPfi9-S0. i realiae, aa fully aa they do, the objec tona to imposing an en* 
hanoed duty on yarn, eyao though it ia a diiierential doty against one 
country only, but I can ace no I'lgical ground for diaiinotlon between yam 
and cloth and would point out that the argument they haye adyaneed in 
support of their proposal for an all round increase in the duty on doth, 
namely that the reoont heavy fall in the price of oetton should render its 
effect on the consumer imperceptible, applies enquafly to yarn. It may be 
held that a differential duty of four per cent is so small that it will give tto 
iudustiy no material assistance in meeting unfair competition. It must be 
remembered that it is in addition to an existing duty of five per cent on 
yarn and of eleven per cent on cloth. Tha history of the Indian oottoo 
textile industry, moreover, furnishes convincing proof that a duty of four 
percent has never b^en regarded os inippn'oiablo. 

My colleagues have pointed out: that their proposal obviates tha 
disadvantage whioh would arise from the f.ict that the imposiiion of a 
differential duty against Japanese imports would iiocessitate the abrogation 
of the Anglo- Japanese Convention of 1905 and that this might lead to 
rotaliation against exports from India to Japan. It has also been pointed out 
in the report that the difficulties arriving from the existence of the Anglo- 
Japannese , Convention could be rbviated, and the industry could at the 
the nme time be protected against unfair com petition, without the impo* 
lition of a general duty, if an additional doty were imposed on eotfeon 
manufactures from all oountries outside the British Empire, the imports of 
which from oouittries other thin Japrn are very small. My eollf agues hold 
that this would, in effect, amount to Imperial Preference and thus raise 
broader questions of commercial policy than can be dealt with by snob a Board 
aa ours. 1 am in entire agreement with them on this point Our ooneem 
is with the facts of the industry before os. Oo those faots it has been 
estaUithed that the industry is suffering from unfair oompetition but that the 
eztentof that competition does not justify an increase in the present level 
of duly beyond four per cent We nre agreed in bolding that a dnk^ of 
tUs amonnt would give tha industry an appraeiable msasure of protect 
I am at. one with my eolbugiias in bolding that it is not for ns to ezpriii 
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ffom ttiifilr lorttign oompelMoiif oolwelgli the edreotegee whMi aooroe 
trail the exittenea of the Anglo^JaiMiQOte Oonreiitioii* eepeeiallg in eiew of 
the feet that, as mootha* notioe haa to be gifOD of intenteo to teminata 
it, more tban eix nontba of the period of two and a half-yean daring 
whioh eonditiona of labour in Japan will, ao far aa can at preaent be foreeeea, 
remain IdlBoieiitly inferior to thoae in India to iuatify a differential datr 
muat neeeaaartly elapae before aneb a duty can be impoa^. Nor ia it for 
ua to expreaa an opinion whether the o^eot aimed at, which fa the protee- 
tion of the induatry amiiiit unfair foreign competition, could better be 
•ecnred by the impoaition of an additional duty on cotton manufacturea 
fran countriea outaide the Britiah Empire. It muat, however, be pointed 
out that the latter courae would have the advantage that only a very email 
additional proportion of the import would be affected. The importa of 
yarn from countriea outaide the Britiah Empire and Japan in 1920-26 
amounted to 2*1 million pounds or 4 per cent of the total, and thoae of 
pfece-gooda to 66 million yards or 3*5 per cent of the total. It would farther 
enable immediate assistance to be given to the industry whereas, in any 
event, no differential duty could be imposed against Japan for a period of 
six months and possibly considarably longer. It would also avoid the 
complication whioh arises from tho fact that there are other countries such aa 
China and the United States of Amenea in whioh oondittons of labour in 
respect of the employment of female labour at night are inferior to those 
In India and whioh should, therefore, logically be indnded in any scheme of 
differential duties imposed on this ground. The competition of thsae 
countries is not severe but the figures we have given in paragraph 44 show 
that, when stable conditions are restored in China, competition from that 
country may easily become so. In this connection, it cannot be overlooked 
that there are 45 mills in China which are owned by Japanese, eo that a 
differential duty against Japan might well lead to inoreased imports from 
China. 

The proposal submitted by my colleagues have the advantage over that 
submitted al»ve than they more that provide the funds required for the 
^ expenditure involved by reo immendations, other than that for the grant of 
the bounty, which have my entire support. An additional duty of four 
per cent on cotton manufactures from Japan would yield about Rs. 50 lakhs 
on the basis of the figures for 1925-26. An additional duty against Japan 
would undoubtedly lead to a fall In this figure, and, as the estimated cost 
of tbe remission of the duty on machinery and mill stores alone is Rs. 50 
lakhs, there would thus be some loss of revenue under this head as well as 
expe^iture on carrying out the other proposals enumerated in paragrap'i 107 
of the Bffbort which would have to be met from other aouroea. 



Indian Debate in the Lords 

MOUSE OP LOEDS-SOTM MAECM tPSy. 

In the House of Lords on March 30 Lord OLIVIER ashed te Secretaivor 
State Ibr India to give the House information with regard to matters of immediale 
interest in public aSairs in 'India, and in particular with regard to the prospects 
of any steps being taken at an early date in preparation for the considermtion of 
forUmr constituuonal change; -also as to the agreement recendy arrived at bet- 
ween the Government of the Union of South Africa and the Government of la* 
dia with regard to the position of Indians in the Union, as to the contiaaed 
detention of persons arrested under the Bengal Ordinance of 1924, and as to the 
policy of the Government of India in regard to* the rating of the rupee; aad 
moved for papers. 

He noticed that in a recent speech the noble earl had said it was yet too eat^ 
for him to pronounce on the success or failure of the present Constitution. Hm 
(Lord Olivier) did not know that it would ever be early enough for the noUe Bart 
to express an opinion on the success or foilure of the present Constitution in ladiat 
but he had no doubt that he had formed in his own mind an opinion on dm 
success or failure of the very well-intentioned and sincerely conceived consdto- 
tional experiment in that Dependency. Although that Constitution sras good 
enough as a stop-gap, it was one which the longer it worked the less satisfaction 
it gave, and, seeing that they had now arrived at the third electoral period of the 
probationary period of the Constitution, it behoved the Government to consider 
what was to be the next step in the direction of possible modtficadon of dm 
Constitution. 

The noble earl in the same speech had gone on to say that if the consdtn- 
tional experiment was not in every respect happily conceived, it did eonip 
Indians to show that in concert with ourselves they could fraide a better (kmsdtis- 
tion, and we could contribute our part to the framing of that better Conidtutian, 
It was extremely difficult to understand what exactly was in the noble Earls mindU 
Had he in view any project affording Indians by invitation or otherwim an 
opportunity of showing that they could frame, in concert, a better CDnstitntton T 
If that was the right interpretation of the noble lord’s observations it was a matter 
of very great importance. 

The Earl of Birkenhead, Secretary of State for India .— >1 said in concert with 
ourselves. 

Alternative To A Statutory Commission. 

Lord Olivier said that the working of the present Constitution in India gave 
no opportunity except by the appointment of a Special Committee of the Legisla- 
ture to indulge in Constitution-making. That duty was by statute entrusted to 
the Imperial Parliament after the appointment of a Statutory Commissioo. What 
he wished to elicit from the noble Earl was whether there was any alternative to a 
Statutory Commission. The noble Earl had said further in his sp eec h tiAt the 
events of the' last two months provided some encouragement that the igiier 
sections of opinion in India were realising that we were asking for nothing betinr 
than to continue a sympathetic and friendly partnership. He entirefo agreed 
that a much saner and much more promising method was being pursued as for 
as one could judge at present both in the Legislative Asseamy and efossshein 
towards the possibility of working representative institoHons in India.' It eonid 
M be said that any sort of factious or reasonable oppositiott or abase of dm 
form of the House had been indulged in by any party during dbe recent SesricMM 
of the Legi^tive Assembly, so for at he had been able to follow thess. Bnt fog 
««pmsionsof foenbbleearl were likely to be interpreted in indtane efowri g g 
rather tees then Indiaiif thought was forir due. fai ths m se iofiedmB ghich the 

n 
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C o fmi a tn t kad Itfued on China ttey itated that the time had ame Ibr the 
poweri to recogniw that Chineie natio^ism preferred to manage ite own ajfalri 
and not to have them managed under the tutelage, however wisely devised, of 
the European powers. That was very much on the lines of what the Indian 
Nationalist Party were striving for. It would be a mistake to suppose that the 
smoothness with which things had gone in the Legislative Council or Assembly 
was to be taken as any adumbration of moderation of the unanimous demand of 
all parties, whether Moslem, Hindu, or Swarajist, for a progressive advance 
towards the establishment of a self-governing Dominion under the Crown. 

Desire for a Concordat. 

The leaders and more intelligent spokesmen of both the Moslem and Hindu 
Arties desired to come to some concordat in order that constitutional progress 
might be made on a firm basis. In the ]ast few days a real and genuine move- 
ment had been seen in the direction of establishing a basis for settling the. vexed 
question how the rights of minorities were to lie dealt with. He asked whether 
there was any prospect of any steps being taken in preparation for the consider- 
ation of further constitutional change. Time was running out and an enormous 
amount of preliminary preparation would be needed. The agreement recently 
arrived at oetween the South African Government and the Government of India 
with regard to the position of Indians in the Union seemed to him reasonable 

feir to both parties, and he considered it an Imperial event of the greatest 
promlte. The continued detention of persons arrested under the Bengal Ordinance 
of 1924 was a source of continual trouble in India. Did the Secretary for India 
think : it was possible to go on very much longer with some of these cases, exerci- 
ting a continuous preventive detention, or was there any hope that within a short 
period the present operations of the Ordinance would practically expire by 
mtenstion? 

There had been a vote in the Legislative Assembly on the proposal to stabilize 
tiie rupee at is. fid. when the Government had obtained a small majority. The 
effect of a ratio of is. fid. as distinct from one of is. 4d. was always to favour the 
Importer of goods from England into India and to penalize the producer in India 
of good! that had to be sold in that country or sent to England. There was an 
Immenfe amount of feeling in India that the general interests of the Indian 
producer had bMn sacrificed to the financial interests of the Government. 

The Secretary of State for India (the Earl of BIRKENHEAD): My Lords, 

I am grateful to the noble Lord for affording me this opportunity of attempting to 
give your lordships a survey of the present situation in India. Some nine months 
have elapsed since I last reviewed in general Indian affairs and, although I am 
erell aware that many of your Lordships follow with attentive and instructed 
interest such accounts — ^and they are not inconsiderable nowadays — ^as the Press 
provid^ of day to day happenings in India, I think that it may be of advantage, 
even to those of your Lordships who have had personal experience of the problems 
of Indinn politics and administration and are consequently well qualified to assign 
their relative values to the tendencies indicated by events, if I attempt to place 
tim component elements of the somewhat bewildering panorama of this large 
fraction of the Empire in the perspective which, from my reading of con- 
tnmpomry history and from the large volume of information which it is my daily 
dntyto reeme, appears to me to be just. 

*nm noble Lord has asked ipe to deal specifically with a number of somewhat 
diverse points, all I admit of importance ; and I propose endeavour to include 
them all within my survey, if not necessary in the order which he adopted. Let 
me begin ^ reminding your Lordships that, since I last addressed India 
hnt pntsed through the third General Election of the 1919 Constitution. No 
very detailed information has yet reached me of the number of voters who went 
to fee polls but 1 can at least say that there was no dearth of candidates of 
abiUty, that the polls were conducted without disorder, and that the electors 
thffwiidi on the whole, a distinctly greater interest in the exercise of their 
anEmges than on the two previous occasions. How far this increased interest 
was dye to other canses fean a realisation of the issues at stake and of the 
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^tical pluloMpky imderiyhig te uie a vote, I cannot even guess. But it 
would be ^foolisk to pretend that electoral politics in India have yet emerged in 
general bevtmd tke individual and personal appeals or that Party pbliticSs as we 
conceive them, are not still a conception ot tke future. It is true that Party 
labels are tkere, and tkat within the Legislatures groups have formed and 
refonneds named and renamed themselves, coalesce and disintegrated, in 
almost Kaleidoscopic complexity. 1 can, 'kouever, discern no sharp line of 
princiide dividing and distinguishing them, nor perhaps can this will be other* 
wise at the present stage of constitutional development. 

One Broad Issue. 

But with due regard to these limitations, it is none the less true to say that 
there was on the occasion of these last Elections one broad issue which confronted 
tke electors— namely, whether their choice should fall upon a candidate who 
professed, or upon one who repudiated, the main principle associated with the 
Parw until recently knoam as Swarajists. As Your Lordships are aware, 
the Election of 1933 brought into the forefront of Indian politics a conception 
of statesmanship, the appeal of which to intelligent men 1 have more than once 
expressed my inability to understand. The noble Lord, my predecessor, has 
several times in speedi and writing claimed that the position attained by the 
followers of the Swarajist creed in most of the Councils as the result of tke 
Elections of 1923 entitle them to be regarded and treated as the Constitutional 
Opposition. Events have in my judgment proved this claim to be misconceived. 

This is not the occasion for a philosophic examination of the theoretic 
bases of Party government. But I imagine that none of your Lordships would 
dissent from the position tkat, although, no doubt, the main function of an 
Opposition is to oppose, the very conception of Government and Opposition 
pre-supposes acceptance by both alike ot tke framework of Constitution within 
which they function and have their being. Without this postulate the forms ol 
Parliamentary government are empty and meaningless, and it was the denial of 
this postulate which, as 1 understand it, formed the bedrock of tke Swarajist creeds. 
Their polm was to endeavour "by umform continuous and consistent obstruction 
within the Councils”— this is not my phrase but the ^ipsissima verba* of the Party's 
manifesto of 1923— ^to make government through the Councils impossible.” Md 
why? Because Parliament decided in 1919 that the bold step forward then to be 
talm towards responsible government co^ not for the time being be more than 
a stage in the advance and should not consummate a complete abdication of 
authority on the part of this country. 1 am not so rash as to attempt to predict 
from (he present composition of tke Councils the probable course of their actions 
during the next diree years, but 1 think It is not unduly cmtimistic to discern 
grounds for ho^ that the sterile and reactionary character of the creed of the 
rigid Swarajist has become apparent to Indian intelligence generally, and indeed 
o not a few of iu former exponents. 

A Change of Name. 

1 do not deny that the last Session of the Indian National Congreu decid* 
majority to affirm the past policy of the Swarajist Party, but it is 
instmetive to observe that the Swarajist Party has now dtsMrded iU Utle in 
fovonr.ofthe title of" Congress party,” thereby perhaps advertising (what 
become dnring the last tew years increasingly obvious) tkat the Cong^ress, whidi 
in the past has munbered witmn its fold practically every Indian of diaractef 
and In no longer entitled to arrogate to itself the detcripUon 

" National,” for it is an open secret that the decision to de^ne the responsibiiity 
of Mtnistenal office in dm Provinces where the Swarajists were in sufficient 
strength to warrant an invitation to assume it, or to supp rt the Ministry formed 
from other Ferties where this was not the case, was received in more thet one 
Ptovince with great seerdungoflieart by tbe Party's local adherents; while it 
is no seciet at all, hot a plain feet, that those who profess and call themsehrm 
Swarajists have been fetntned in diminished numbers to nearly every Council, BWd 
thatMetof thrscnmllcd fie^ohihrtsts and Independents who are now to bt 
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iMnd m appredabfe Buodien ill iQ Uie CooacSimreperfoaswlw^lttviaf UtlwrtD 
BiBTcIwd tiader tke Swarajitu baiiDer, liave declmd ■nji Innjtr r fn Mnd lif mifilmi 
to a programnie of barren aod naked obitruction. 

One tangible effect of tbit situatioii is that in two Provinces— Bengid and 
the Central Provinces— where, after the Elections of 1923, the Swarajistt had been 
returned in sufficient strength to put a sto^i to the machtoery provided by the Act 
of 1919 for tmnsforing to the control of Ministers responsible to the Councils an 
Important section ot the administration, the Governors have now found it ponnble 
to appoint a Ministry, and in both places there are distinct indications tut the 
Ministry can count on the requisite Parliamenury support. Your Lofdikips 
have no doubt observed that about ten days 1^0 a formal vote of ^ No confidence^* 
in the Bengal Ministry was rejected by a decisive majority. 

Hindu-Musltm Tension. 


Here, my Lords, the peculiar difficulties which have beset the Governor of 
Bengal in finding Hindu and Moslem leaders willing to co-operate, bring me to 
atopic with which, at the noble Lord’s especial request, 1 dealt in some detail 
OB the last occasion 1 answered a similar question— the rivalry and anugonism 
of Hindu and Moslem. 1 wish that 1 could report to your Lordships that this 
matter gives ground for lest anxiety, and for less constant watchfulness on the 
part of the authorities responsible for the preservation of peace and order, than 
was the case when 1 spoke here nine months ago. Unfortunately 1 can make no 
such report, though 1 am glad to think that the situaticn is in some places less 
acute than it was last summer. Only three weeks ago bigoted intolerance— and 
1 characterise impartially in those terms the attitude of those who rigidly insist 
on the playing of music at tiroes and in places which give ground tor cffence, 
and 01 those who no less rigidly object to it in circumstances when objection 
has not in the put been made — bigoted intolerance, I say, led to a clash 
between large parties of Hindus and Moslems at a remote village in Bengal, 
which the police were forced, with no small loss of life, to end by the use of 
firearms. Though there have not been of late disorders on a scale comparable 
with those which disgraced the streets of Calcutta in the spring and suiqmer of 
last year, the instance 1 have cited is only one of four serious collisions which 
have occurred at various places within the last six months. 

Almost more disquieting to my mind than these crude manifestations of mob 
intolerance are the jealousies and suspicions of Hindu and of Moslem leaders in 
the field of politics, for if the leaders are incapable, or not desirous, of subordi- 
nating sectarianism to nationalism, the prospects of growth among their Inm 
enlightened followers of that spirit of reasonable accommodation which is the hl^ 
blood of political progress, can hardly be regarded as encouraging. 1 have no 
desire to dilate again upon this problem— a problem the solution of which can be 
finind by no one but Indians themselves— but 1 must be permitted to observe that 


until those who contend that India Is at this moment the rightful and cc 
arbiter of her own destiny can lay the spectre of sectarian violence, their < 
don must necessarily tail to appeal with . conviction to unprejudiced 
Whether the dimussions to which the noble Lord referred, which were reported a 
few days ago from Delhi as having been initiated by certain Mahomedan Leaders, 
as to the feasibility of surrendering ffie separate M oslem electorates which feem 
nart of the present ^tical structure, and as to the conditions 
cha^e might be considered, will come to fruition and prone, as 1 
to have in them the seeds of a solvent for this ** malaise,’* IhaveUtdei 
Judging— no more than any one of your Lordships— but 1 shall watch with 
lion the developmeat of this most interesting mdkation of the 1 '' 

politkal ffiottghu 

A Pfonusiag Sitnatfon. 

1 shonid, however, be giving a frdse I mpreis ion if 1 . 
havuled yottr Lordships to supnoseUmtl see only shadows on the nktuiu. Ism 
thonghnot without some hesSation, feat the pofitkaloutlooh as me result of ins 
last elections aided by the fortunate outeoem, to whfehihonobli Load very gene* 
inasly lefcisedf of m snontt nt g o d eti ons b e t wosn lofiu is ntitiio i of thoSsnffi 
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Alhcan and Indian Governments, on wKicli I shall have something to say in a 
IS one of no small promise.. I shall not go further tlian that somewhat 
guarded utterance takes me. Indeed, ! am conscious that some not inc.Nperienced 
<wwr\‘er would view with unbelief even that degree of optimism, I have followed, 
f * • attention 1 was bound to give to it, the Session of the newly, 
elected Legislative Assembly which has just closed, and in specially mentioning 
the Assembly I must not be taken to have overlo<»kcd the proceedings of the 
other, a^ not less important Chamber of the Indian Legislature : it is, however, 
in^'itable that one’s attention at this juncture should i>e chiefly directed to that 
Imy which represents the more recent choice of its con'^tituents, and which by 
the nature ot its conitituiion, should indicate more directly the trend of the 
general mass of political opinion. 

... The impressions I have gained from this scrutiny I should find it difficult to 
micate fully within the time I am entitled to expect your Lordship* attention. 
But let me generalise by saying that, while I admit that the tone <ii the debates 

bitterness; that relations between members of 
the ^vernment of India and the Opposition have been friendly l»oth inside and 
ou^ide the House ; and while, finally, the Government of India has been able to 
fiim^somenmes by extremely narrow majorities, sufficient support for their con- 
sidered policies to secure the defeat of their opponents upon issues of first-class 
importance , wt 1 cannot but feel that the position, even to-day, lacks stability. 
ljmve«said before, and I say it again now, that by the co-operation which I have 
before rrauested 1 do not mean servile acceptance of any and every proposition 
th^ the Government think fit to submit to the scrutiny of the debate and to the 
verdict of the Division List. As the noble Viscount, Urd Chelmsford, found 
oc^sion truly to observe on a memorable occasion to the Indian Legislature ; 
“ The day of autocracy is past ” in India. 


Responsive Co-Operation. 

Ror am I so foolish as to waste endeavour to find a point of approach to 
those who have succeeded in persuading themselves that they still continue to 
•erve the interests of their country by putting into practice the orthodox Con. 
ff?* doubts arise from the difficulty the past Session has presented 

of raunguishing by the test of speech ana vote between the hide-bound adherents 
^that creed and those late professors of it who claim to have been returned to 
tM present Assembly as followers of their own individual consciences. I have 
observed that Indian p^itics in the mass are still largely, perhaps 
neviubly, an affisir of personalities, but 1 am loath to believe that those men who 
haw been judg^ worthy by their fellow countrymen to represent their views in 
theCfentral L^islature can carry independence of judgment and action only 
to tte extent otr^udu^ng the colours ol a particular Leader while echoing his 
seatumts and f^wing him on every important occasion into the Dimion 
f^oy. d espite such discouragements, 1 maintain that I do see clearer 
ngas, and mm a mdur area, of that Responsive coKiperation’* (to borrow the 
phrascolQgy of Indian politiciaiis themselves) between British and Indian which 
» mmqpcBsabfy needed to enable the best mind of both races to think out 
prejndice, the testing problems omfronting them, and felling which I 
nyidf can see nn soltd hope of progress. 


The Bengal Deteaues, 

I tom mw to the second of the topics upon which the noble Lord invited 
y obee rvatient— the continued detention in goal, or under restraint of various 
tifepees, of a number of persons in the Bengal Presidency. I do not intend on 
m prwat occasm to examine the gimunds upon which the Government of which 
~ a member decided toaathorise the noble Marquess, the late 


enact the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance of October 
BSl SL? occasion I .have dealt fully with that matter in your Loid* 

SMP. M" — and have umdek pfehn-es w^ indeed, apparent frommyowa 
later to support the certifisation of the Act of 1921— that 
feck^ pfejudice against yislation of thsscharader (and I 


% 
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haw never either dngiiised or ditrenibled it,) I comidered that the actioa of 
Hit Majesty^f late Governmeiit and of the Co\*eriiiiieBt of India in attuning and 
liiing these unusual and drasic powers was completely justified. 

1 shall assume, theiefore, tor my present purpose a general acceptance of 

decisive fact that in 1934 there was existing, and had existed for some years 
in Bengal, an organised conspiracy for the commission of revolutionary crime : 1 
sMl assume a*further general acceptance of the fact that the authorities respon- 
sible for the preservation of life and the maintenance of order in the Bengal 
Presidency found themselves unable to accept responsibility for tlie performance 
of their task unless they were enabled by process of law to deprive the known 
lexers and organisers of this conspiracy of the freedom to pursue their 
criminal activities, by segregating them alike from their fellows and from 
their potential victims. The noble Lord does not, indeed he cannot, with 
due regard to his personal responsibility in this matter, 9ttestion thete 
premises. He has put his case with great moderation and it is my duty to 
give him as far as 1 can an answer alike full and candid. 

1 am asked, and reasonably asked, what is to be the end of this policy of 
detention ? Are we, with our high judicial traditions, to contemplate the indefinite 
detention in gaol, or even under less irksome forms of restraint, of a large number 
of the educated youth of Bengal 1 Let me assure your Lordships that, pursuantly 
to the pledge which 1 gave to the best part of that year 1 have been putting these 
questions insistently to myself and for several months I have been in constant 
consultation with the Government ot India as to the answer we are to give, having 
regard to our responsibilities and those of the Bengal Government lor the pro- 
tection of the life and property of the inhabitants of the Province. 

Your Lordships will not e\pecc me to disclose to >t>u the details of these 
discussions, but, in view of the admitted conditions at the time when these powers 
of detention were last assumed, the question at issue really resolves itself into 
this : Is the situation which admittedly necessitated the arrest of a number of 
persons in the autumn of 1934 in order to prevent the commission of terrorist 
outrages, now, in the spring ot 1937, such that the release of all those persons 
can be contemplated with equanimity or allu%ved with safety t In my judgment, 
after the most careful examination of which 1 am capable, even of individual cases, 
the release at this moment of all the^c persons from the restraint under w’hich 
many of them have lain for a long period would be attended by a risk of the 
recrudescence of murderous outrages for w’hich I w'ill not assume responsi* 
Ifility. And in making this asset tion ! claim tl\at 1 am not easily deterred from 
a course other w‘ise proper because that course is attended by risks. But 
this does not mean that 1 contemplate a policy of indefinite detention and that 
1 return a blank non possumus to the noble Lord's appeal. 

The New Policy. 

Let me state in some detail and in the plainest terms 1 can the policy at 
which, in consultation with m>*self, the Bengal Government and the Government 
of India have now arrived and which is now guiding and will continue to guide 
their actions. In order to do so 1 propose to read to your Lordships a statement 
not long, which was made publicly, with my declared concurrence, on behalf of 
the Governmei#of India last week. It is as follows : 

** The policy of the Government regarding those who have been detained 
under Regulation 3, or the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, in connection 
with the Bengal revolutionary conspiracy, has been and still is that the deten- 
tion of no man should la:>t lunger than is essential in the inierests of the public 
sefety. The Government are convinced that a terrorist conspiracy is still in 
active existence, and that consequently it is not possible to take steps in the 
dircction'of the release ot' those about whom there is no reasonable doubt that 
they would utilise their liberty to resume their previous activities. Theyi^ 
however, anxious to pursue as quickly as possible the gradual release of indivi- 
duals whose conduct gives reason for hopiag that ths^ will not abase their 
liberty. The Bengal Crimiaa] Law Amendment Act provides for a considmnble 
dogiee of elasticity in the tieatmeat of thoee who aiedeak withnaderknad 
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enable the Governme n t to transfer ton Rad to lets strict fMrm of sapervisiott 
persons whose past record and present conduct would not justify their uncondi- 
tiona! release. Individuals of this class may be directed to reside in a particular 
villaRe or in their own home. The practical results of transferring men in this 
manner to village or home domicile are carefully watched, and the Government 
are enabled to observe whether action taVen is justified by events, and this to 
determine the possibility of the further extension of such action.*' 

The noble Lord asked me upon this point a particular question. He said, 
when you are releasing an individiiai upon the giving of an assurance, what is 
the use of evaminirg his past record ? 

I^d Olivier : I put it the other way round* If you arc only going to release 
a person when you are sn*isficd by the p-ast record that he is not dangerous, 
what is the use of askinv? for a promise ? 

The Earl of Tlirkcnhead : You form wur iiidcrmcnt upon a combination of 
both considerations. The n!:?urancc for the future may possess a value quite 
different in the ca^e of a man who^c past record is qoofl. Supposing for four* 
teen years a man’s record has Insen one of revolutionary •violence, it would 
naturally be the duty of the aiithoritics to examine in a \*ery different spirit any 
assurance that he miyht «ive for the future. I cannot, really sec anvincon* 
sistency in the double test which has occasioned the anxiety of the noble Lord. 
However, it is proper that I should show what has been done in the direction of 
discriminatinj? the treatment of dctenucs. I may mention that out of T71 persons 
dealt with under the Renpal Criminal Law Amendment Act ton the beginning 
75 have been placed in village domicile and 13 in home domicile, while 26 have 
been released. The number now remainin'* in gaol of this class it Of those 
arrested under Regulation 31 were subsequently transferred to the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act and are included in the figures just given. Sixteen 
at present remain in gaol under the Regulation. 

“ Village and Home Domicile.’* 

In the last two and a half months the Government of Bengal have issued 
orders for the transfer of 19 detenues from goal to village or home domicile under 
the Act and have released seven. The Government of India have also had 
under review the case of those who are still detained under Regulation 3. Tliey 
are considering the case of one of these State prisoners on m^ical ground. In 
respect of four others they are satisfied that detention in gaol is no longer neces- 
sary and they are, therefore, cancelling the warrants under Regulation 3 so that 
action may 1 )C made to bring them under the Bcnifal Criminal I.aw Amendment 
Act with a view to their transfer to village domicile. It must be understood 
that the practical results this action, as exhibited in the conduct of the men 
thus placed in village or home domicile, require the constant attention of the 
Government. If it is ascertained that such men arc reverting to terrorist con- 
spiracy the Government will not hesitate to deal with those nm under tbeir 
powers. That is our policy at which, as I have said, we have arrived after the 
fullest and most careful consideration of the matter in all its aspects, and tliat 
is mv answer to the noble Lord’s question on the policy involved. 

1 have reminded your Lordships that the exercise of powers of this Idnd is 
not, unhappily, a new feature in Indian administration. It was necessary, foi 
precisely the same reasons as those now operating, to intern a number of peitois 
during the War. Let me also remind your Lordships that in ipso a gmeraf 
amnesty of all such persons was ordered in the hope that it would result in the 
abandonment by them of their dangerous activities. The hope proved fallaeiotts ; 
the conspiracy was revived and a series of outrages followm which was not 
cheched until resort vms made to the present legislation. Even now— apart 
jdtogether from the information in the possession of the Bengal Government— 
It must be sufficiently apparent even to the uninstructed that conspiracy Is still 
atwofh. No longer ago than in January of this year two men were arrested in 
fffo eourse orhoute-tearehes in Calcutta in a room which contained revolvers, am* 
munition and thirteen cases of bombs, while within the previoos thirteen monte 
two other discoveries of a similar but more elaborate natore had been made. I 
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tiB fomr Lofdddpt pbMf tluit wo tag as tlie Bengal Gope mm e n t and te 
Goinnunent of India continoe to advise me tkat the itleasairam restraint of 
aiqr i^vcn individttal it likely on reasonable grounds of probability to lead to 
Sirtta ootragCy I shall not attempt to set aside their judgment 1 shallf on the 
contrary, sop|^ them. 

Indians in S. Africa. 

I tnm now to a wholly unrelated subject— the outcome of the recent negoti- 
attas on the subject oif Indians in South Africa. The noble Lord has referred 
to the Agreement recently reached between the Union Government and the 
Gavernment of India regarding the position of Indians in South Africa. I am 
placing in the library Tuo Papers, one containing an announcement made by 
the Ctaernment of India last month regarding the results of the Conference, and 
the other, a more detailed summary of the conclusions reached, which was laid 
before the Indian Legislature. F do not propose to review in detail the consents 
of the latter document, but merely to describe in the broadest outline the results 
attained. The two Governments have agreed to co-operate in a scheme of 
assisted emigration from South Africa ; the restrictive legislation introduced 
Idst year will not be proceeded with, and an agent of the Government of India 
will be appointed in South Africa. I am not able to give the noble Lord with 
exactitude the information he asked for as to tlte stage which the arrangements 
have reached, but the matter is now the subject of discussion. Further, while 
the right of South Africa to maintain western standards o^ life has lieen recog* 
.siised, the principle has been affirmed that Indians in Siutli .\frica who are 
prepared to conform to such standards should be en.ablcd to do so. 

I have described the results of the Conference in the most general terms 
and with a deliberate economy of language, for I am above all things anxious 
to give no colour to the belief that one side or the other has gained an advantage. 
There is no question of this. The settlement, which a year ago seemed inqiossi* 
ble, is an honourable one which does credit to both Govenunents. and was only 
brought about by the spirit of mutual forbearance and goodwill with which the 
two Delegations approached this most difficult question and by the resouxcefol- 
nest applied to the discovery of its scdution. Great credit is due to Sir Mahomed 
HabibuUa and to the other members of the Indian Defeg^tta. and I would lihi; 
ifl may. to pay a sincere tribute tp the wisdom and the high sutctmanship of 
General Hert«og and his colleagues in very difficult circumstancev But apart 
from the many concrete difficulties that have been solved by these negotiation 
the Agreement has a higher value in that it marks in my judgment the beginning 
of a period of cordial co-operation and of more intimate and friendly refatioiie 
between the two Governments. Each Government has come to appreciate the 
di^ultiesof the other ; mistrust and suspicion have been replaced by under- 
standing and goodwilKand the complete change of atmosphm that has been 
brought about is the best augury for the harmonious .working of the Agreeraeni 
and the adjustment of any difficulties that may arise in future^ 

The Rating of the Rupee. 

Another matter on which the noble Lord seeks information is the policy of the 
Govt, of Idlia in relation to the rating of the rupee. 1 should not have thought that 
there could be any misconception on this point. A Rc^l Comiiiitsioii^ Of which Che 
majority of the members were representative of Indian interests, finding that the 
de focto rate of exchanue had been fs. fid. for some time and that a substantial ad- 
justment of prices to this ratio had been attained, recommended, with one dissen- 
tient, that in the best interests of Indi**! the rupee should be stabilised in rclatta to 
g^ at that rate. This recommendation was accepted by Governnient in advance 
of the other recommendations and a Bill designed to effect the change was intro- 
duced into the Assembly in August last. In deference, however, to the not 
unreasonable desire that the recommendatiotts of the Gmunission should be dealt 
with as a whole, conskleratioa of tlus measure was postponed until the present 
session. 

In the intcml « fertlitr adjuatmeat of (wicn to the it. 6d. late hat ttiaaKth> 
«d Ae caia fbr uabiKtatioa at thit nrtiok bat at the taew tine aa agitaiioa watt 
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Hi ladia ia fiivoor of o revenioa to te old rMt of m. 4d. Dooto Hm tea 
expressed as to tlie reality of tbis agluaiiaL I caanoC gHe a MUm opMoaw 
It Has been soggcsted tint the moveonel was lasg^ poficicat ^ aoed mt^ 
however, happity engage opoo these specalatiQiis, for the LegiMative AsMhbty» 
by a narrow major^ n^ doubt, has accepted the CoBaaisrtoaV rerwanw adi 
tion. That this decision was wise diere can be no doubt in iatf meted opiaiea, 
and I am convinced that any other dedstea would have been la the worst 
interests of India, involving as it would have done, the long and paiahil pro ces s 
of readiustment of prices and wages to an entirely new level. As it is, ftabtitty 
of exchange has been attained and this cannot hiil to benefit Indian finance and 
Indian commerce. 

Of the other -recommendations of the Csmmission— 'notably thise relating 
to the es ablishmcnt of a gold bullion standard and the creation of a Rmrve 
Bank, I need only say that following the announcement which 1 made to your 
Lordships last autumn a Hill has been introduced which will, after r e fer e nce to 
a Select Committee, be c- nsidered later in the year. This Bill is a complicated 
one and will require more careful consideration but pending its examinaUen by 
the Indian Legislature your Lordships will hardly expect me to review its pro* 
visions. 

The Indian Budget. 

I cannot pass from this branch of my subject without making a brief refer- 
ence to the budget. 1 db not propose to indict upon the House a wearisome 
review of the Revenue and Expenditure of the present and the coming year. 
I content myself rather with stating the gratifying fact that fof the fourth year 
in succession the revised estimates disclose a subitantial surplus. This suj^os 
amounts to nearly three crores. In the coining year, on the existing basis of 
taxation and allowing for Provincial contributions, a surplus of more jjf crores 
is anticipated. But although these successive surpluses, earned as tW have 
been \sy the most rigid economy, afford evidence of the soundness oi Indian 
finance, they are particularly welcome as they make it possible to give efihet to 
the policy of progressively extinguishing Provincial contributions. Few realise 
how injurious to the chances of the Constitution has been the burden of Provin- 
cial contributions, chilling, depressing and rendering almost impossible the 
adequate discharge of th-^se social services, that might have done so much to 
recommend the novel and difficult Constitution. 

Noble Lords are aware that when the Reforms were introduced, an adjust- 
ment of Revenue between the Central and the Provincial Governments was 
required and that to secure equilibrium between Revenue and Expenditure the 
Provinces were required to contribute in the aggregate 983 lakhs of rupees each 
year to the Central Government. The arrangement un.ler which the Provinces 
contributed to Central Revenue, though in the circumsufices inevitable, had very 
evident drawbacks. The Joint Pariiammitary Committee, indeed, ^aced it on 
record that Government should so direct its financial policy as to extinguish these 
contribufions at the earliest possible moment, and this policy the Government of 
India have persistently pursued. 

Remission of Provtiicial Contributions. 

In 1922-03 Bengal was relieved of its contribution of 63 lakhs, and three 
years later contributions amounting to 2p laklis were permaneBtly remitted, 
apart from the temporary relief of $0 lakhs given for one year to those provinces 
whidi had not benefitted by the permanent relief then given. In the Morning 
year a further permanent remission of 125 lakhs was made, and, as mtter now 
stand, the original figure of^ lakhs has been reduced to 54$ lakh<. This year's 
surplus wilL as an e.\ceptioDat measure, not be used fiir the reduction or avoi* 
dance of debt but will be carried forward and, tqgether with tbe anticipated 
surptus for the coming year, will enable the Government to remit permanently 
raotlisr 330 lakhs of these contributions and to rmit temporarily, for 19274 
only, the balance of 193 lakhs. The remainder of ttesurplos wifi te eel, aside 
m be used to meet initial expendhuie invbivcd m the inangmation of the pew 

II 
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enrrencf iystem and the setHiifr up of the new Reserve Beak with die residt that 
the Revenue and Expenditure of the coming ^r win, unless we are unfotuaate, 
balance. Noble Lords will thus see that next year the Provinces win be entirely 
relieved of the obligation to contribute to Central Revenues, a notable achieve- 
ment due to the courageous skill witS which Sir Bpsil Blackett has administered 
die finances ofindia. In the past India has enjoyed . le services of a long tine 
of gifted Ministers of Finance, and Sir Basil Blac< eft has worthily uphdd the 
tmditions of his predecessors. He has indeed desen c t well of India. 

. I have dealt at some length on this question of Provincial contributions, 
because of its reactions on the political situation. I believe that in the past the 
greatest of all impediments to the successful working of the reforms nas hitn 
the want of money. When we remember that since the Government of India Act 
was passed, new burdens have in many cases necessitated retrenchment, one 
cannot help sympathising with provincial Ministers. Even to tried administra- 
tors, retrenchment is always painful and difficult. How much more difficult and 
how discouraging the process must have been to those new to administration who 
mertook the responsibility of the Transferred Departniqits in the hope that 
tuy would thus be enabled to advance the well-being of their fellow countrymen ! 
Imtead of being able to launch out on new schemes of public works, of education, 
of public health and sanitation, Ministers in many cases were forced to retrench 
in every direction. Thus, one of the elements necessary to the success of the 
reforms has been wanting, and I am confident that your Lordships will share 
my satisfaction that, by the freeing of t^e Provinces from^ the incubus of these 
contributions, wider opjxirtunities will be given to Indian Ministers to administer 
more liberally the Departments entrusted to their charge. 

Army Estimates. 

There is one other part of the Indian Budget otoo which I must say a few 
words. * Your Lordships may have observed that the Legislative Assembly has 
rejected the Estimate for the Army Department as a method of protesting against 
certain features in Army administration; and in the discharge of my re- 
sponsibility to Parliament it is right that 1 should offer some observations on the 
points against which fhe Assembly has directed eriticism. One ground, and 
perhaps the principal ground, of objection is the standard of military expenditure 
in India. It may not be out of place at the outset to attempt to remove a mis- 
conception which appears to prevail not only in India but in some quarters in 
this country. A common line of criticism is (hat the Indian Retrenchment G>m- 
mitiee of 1923 recommended that military expenditure should not exceed 50 crores 
of rupees Qti us say jC37,ooo/)oo) a year, and that Government had failed to 
give effect to this recommendation. But what did my noble friend Lord Inchcape 
and his collegues in fact say ? They said 

Should a further fall in prices take place we consider that it maybe 
possible after a few years to reduce the military budget to a sum not exceediiw 
JO crores of rupees, although the Commander-in-Chicf (I should explain that this 
was the late Lora Raudinson) does not subscribe to this opinion.” That was 
a very guarded expression of opinion— is was not a recomim^ation— and what 
have Gtmrndfont done to give effbet to it? They have reduced military ex- 
penditure from 6$ and one-fourth crores. that is about ;C49, 000^000, to less thim jj 
crores or about 241^000,000 in the last five years. 

The strength of the Army in India has been reduced, wisely or unwisely, 
by 38.000 men or 14 per cent since 1914. It is true that its cost has nearly 
doubled* but India can no more expect to escape the financial consequences 
ofdie world upheaval than another part of the Empire., In the same period 
Shidsh military expenditure has increased by fifty per cent although its strength 
has been reduced by sixteen per cent. It must be remembered that oiring to me 
rigid economy of pre-war years, the Indian Army was actually below the effi- 
ciency level when War brAe out The fruits of that policy were borne in 
Mesopotamia and 1 can assure your Lordriups that neither the India office nor the 
Govmmentoflndianorlaiiyseli will htgtt the lesson that was taught there* 
Imwsear ghsn on occasioim inay be the memory of the Legislative Assenmlyy 
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I have referred to the reductioa ^ the sirengh of the Army ie India ainoe 
the War ; bnt I must add that the progreaeive reduction waa acqutesoed in by 
die CoBuunder-in-Chieft Urd Rawlinaon, and approved by the noble Viacount* 
py^ predeccaaor ; not as in itself a sound miittary measure->it waa never so 
cbuiMt never 80 defended — but solely because the feianctal conditkm of India 
at that time made retrenchment necessaij, and the improvement in the external 
and internal situation of India made it possible to take a certain amount of risk. 
1 must emphasise this because behind the general complaint against the sise of 
military expenditure lies ihc suspicion that the Army in India, even on the 
present footing, far exceeds the actual requirements of the country and thus 
contains^ at Indian expense, a potentiai reserve which can be, and is intended 
tobe, us^ ibr Imperial purposes alone. That suspicion is absolutely without 
foundation. 

The primary puipcse of the Army in India has been defined, in a Resolu- 
tion passed by the Legislative Assembly in 1921 and endorsed by His Majesty's 
Government, as ** the defence of India against external aggression and tne 
maintenance of internal order." So far from its being true that the Home 
Government keeps troops in India which are not needed by India and can at 
will be drawn upon for reinforcements elsewhere, almost the exact opposite it 
the case. It is true that when for the moment conditions in India are 
peaceful— -and this is I think the answer to the specific cjuestion which the 
noble Lord asked me — trojps can be tcinporaniy spared from India, as they 
are being temporarily snared at the picsent time, to nssis. in emei^encies 
elsewhere. But neither the Govcrninenc of India nor 1 would be likely to 
conceal from ourselves that by lending treofs Irom the Indian garrison at 
this moment we are facing a certain ris!%. It is, we believe, a reasonable 
risk, or we should not liave teen justified in taking it, but it is reasonable 
cnly solcng as the occasion is temporary. Further than that we dare not ga 

1 he strength of an ai my must be measured, not in relation to which 1 may 
term local day-to-day contingencies, a border scuffic cne day, a disturbance of 
the public peace the next, but in relaticn to wider con: ingcncies which 1 need 
not further specify. It is recognised by Loth His Majesty's Government and the 
Government of India (liat in certain ci ntingencies the Army in India will not 
suffice for ^ the defence of India against cxteriuil aggression and the maintenance 
of internal order," but tliat we slialt luive to obtain, sluuki these contingencies 
unhappily arise, reinforcements froih the Imperial .Army in order to defend India 
successfully agains, a combination of mtnacts. That is the cardinal fact in the 

2 uestion of the military requirements of India and the military commitments of 
treat Britain. In face of it, it is surely futile to say that the strength of the 
Army in India exceeds its requirements as defined by the Indian Legislature itself 
and to demand tliat it be reduced still further. 

An Imperial Concern. 

Througliout all these criticisms ufHn Army administration in India, 1 detect 
a belief that ^hese matters arc pi tinarily of concein to India alone, tltat there is 
no can on ills Majesty's Covet nimnt to take ixirt in them, and tliat aciton by 
His Majesty's Government in this sjdKTC is a kind ui liiiiiauciatic interference 
from WMtchall. If only for the leasi n which 1 have alteady in^iicated, this is a 
mistaken view. All ilusc qiicstUns, ulicthcr they relate to the spread of military 
training in India, or to the Imlianisaiu.n of the Indian At my, can inly be handled 
with the necessary degree of sicccss if they ate brought under comprehensive 
survey by an authority cviupetcni to examine them Ironi the briadiit Imperial 
point of view. It is not enough to approach ihciii patt chially. 1 Itad, in fact, 
last year formed the ci ncii sit n tluit the tmic hail nuw conic to invite the Com- 
mittee of Imperial Ideitnee to Ci nsiiier the pu h’.fin Indian defence nS a wlu»le 
and to take the opjwtunily td examin ng evrtam itteuitnial quesiuns, of which I 
will refer to two btcatse iltey liavc been tiieniu nvil in tin* Legislative Assembly. 

Ihc first is tile Kepoii oi the liulian .\u\ diary and I'en Hot »al ForciS Com- 
mittee, which requires a broader sarscy than eiilwr the (lovcrniiiint of India or 
the India Oflto arc able to undertake, m so far as it relates to the potential 
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Mutim mn tj glk of Jaim oMd k cm he wUerd mmdor laifitary traiairng. The 
eSS^lheiadim Semdhttnt Cemmktot ll^art, wttdi will a a few las he 
aadeiwdfelleayMr LandiMiat. 1 4w9 wot be espeded to dkcuM that Raort 
tlUs wtewMi, becaoae 1 hM wot a this s afe fcoefred ihe GovetwsMDt of ladia’s 
iwitawwaiitiiwtt ewk> BalwSiaiy It is a doc a ne at of fisa rote iai- 
fortaaoSf wot safe awlat it oowtsias hut evew move perhaps ia the liacs of 
mqaargodathkHhomd^htttmte ; awd it preseats the proMea ia a way which 
if aaiarlly ooapeis as to roaiMr r where we wnrstaada^ta what dircc ioa we 
aayawat s afe l y aadeea^adwaace. So fed* as I aai oowoeraedy 1 shall welcome 
few tfpafSBW^ aad am h a Che ML 

yitedhomaslytepMhleBHi, so Slated, is cae of hnerial scope, ca which 
mrithnr the Ccoewimeat of iadia aor dm Secretary of State is tpialiied to speak 
with feud aathority. I felt hooad to consider whether we in ladia ansht not be 
oM adviasd aot to pObKsh the Report aadl both the Goverament of halia and 
His Majeat/s Corenaacat had aid twse to examtae it and to review the whole 
a■oblea^ aadadiaa appccis of k which were beytaid the range of the signatories, 
it appeared tel tats woald involve too Irag delay ia publication and, after am- 
mtltmg the Viceroy and thoee of aqroohregoes who are primarily co nc er ned, I 
decided lo pabltdi the Repert at once with some preliminary indication of the 
scope ofthe further iatpnM to which it pomfs the way. That will very shortly 
he done and the nest step will be for the Conanttiee of Iirperial Defence, after 
recenrtnie the Government if Indians riews. to examine the Report as a whole in 
IIS reiaikm to those wider aspects of military pcdicy which they alone are com- 
petcat to appraise. 

Trades Union Acl 

Labour difiiciilfies Ymlk so largely in India that noble Lords wilt perhaps 
expect me to say a word on this subjecL The Indian Trade Unions Act, which 
was passed last year, provides for the voluntary registration of unions, and to 
registered unions various privileges win be given. Ibe object of the Act, which 
will come into effective operation as soon as the Local Governmen's have pro* 
mulgated regulations, is to encourage the growth of a healthy trade union 
movement in India, and to assist in the dereloproent of responsible associations 
of workmen, which can be recognised by employers. This cannot, of course, be 
brought about by legislation, and the future of this movement must depend 
entii^y upon the workers themselves and their leaders. I would be the last to 
underrate the difficulties which stand in the way. These are enormous, but the 
passage of this Act should serve to make easiest tlie creation of stable and res- 
ponsible unions, and so help towards industrial peace. 

Further Gmstitutional Change. 

The noble Lord finally asked me to inform him of the prospects of any steps 
being taken at an early date in preparation for the consideration of further consti- 
tutional change. I would ask him in turn, does he feel quite certain that the 
advancement of that magic date, 1926, which has occupied so much attention in 
India during the last six years, is now in fact the desire of these who have hither- 
to urged it with such untiring persistence ? I have thought m)'self that 1 have 
seen of late signs amor.g the leaders of Indian opinion of a certain reluctance to 
rush this fence, if 1 may be permitted the image, now that the inarch of time has 
brought it so inescapably close. But 1 do not dwell unduly upon that point. 
Unless Parlianftnt were to decide otherwise, and to amend the law accordingly, 
a Commission must lie instituted not later than the end of the year 1026. Having 
regard to the known climatic conditions, any advancement of misdate must 
mean that the Commission would be constituted in time to commence its labours 
in the late autumn of either this year or next. The issue has thus become a some- 
what narrow one«~8o narrow in fact that I hazard the suggestion that ten or even 
five years hence it will have become difficult to recognise (hat a choice between 
1927, 1938, or 1929 as the date for the InitiatioD of (his inquiry should have been 
one to arouse gnve controversy. 

However toat may he, 1 dedine,a8 1 have stated once before in this House, 
to make myself the siave of a date, and die decision of this qoettioo stifl lies wMi 
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UHU> lUUDlNQS SPEECH 

Jf UMrctatitSdkifirwMcii night reatonmhfy b ^ 

Hemgaries ditdcied by the msi tarsmtoi, if, mt It, ill 
tht prttent ConstitatioB, with tHitt Itolu, it beiag a€c«ili4 at 
liattnuBBOt tvAterioutaiid tnttaiaed effm to coUtborato in ttcani^l tht 
tt of India **— 4o quote the deecriptioa applied in the Act of 
1 ate ao reaaon id anticipate that HitMajetty*t GovemaMtaad 
^IfoDadwited bf the Covernor*Geneiai, will be fetuid oter antiftta 

— ^tfieten fBaitporiod hatiwn ittltdl canine. MyaMart 

ago, lor co B w non a e nie and leatanableaett. xht 
id^pe bat net t j dwr pfovad wery pnaitabla. Xar 

llnoatodniaBidModii^ne jnoiit wdTdMraitee t£edB^eii!,*ln7r 

bone Ihn at laag laat we nhaB nnet ataaiilyaniaefaiienofaction whidi 

-- - ^ 



Contfiittttkn Hot A FaStue. 

ThalfaaaiicitofEEADlIQGnnd he dieemod fron the t^ateteeni of Load 
CMerdhat ine ptceent Oinafitiitlnn anat be rqjatdcdata tailiire. iia(LDnd 
Iraditid wat tnrprifed to hear dn a^ble lord uhe that wiew. Ha relatad la 

fOgaad wCoatthutioaata M am; he would rather regard it ata i 

aiMad by the aenerontr of the Biim Perliaiaeat Ibr ihepaipoeeof givh^clhcl 
10 dn ytindpln wlu^ thit csantry held dear, and to enable India in tht hiCiirtt 
whoa 4n was ready for it, aad whea she had ifiown the wtllingncM of i^rtt whidi 
they aS d eti r edU h> govern henelf as port of the British Empire aad naiatahi her 
poitBan, they hoped for aU tiaie, attociatsed with us in the British C jaunonwcahh 
of Nationt. Londng back on tbe six or seven years whtdi had ptased tiaot 
dnt Coattkiitioa was put into operation he asked how anyone who had ttudiad 
eoaadtntioaal history could have expected more to have oeen accomplialiod in 
India dnriag that abort period than had actually been achieved. He thought that 
Lord Btrhadiead*s apmch was a conqilete answer to the* sratement tnat M 
Constitution was a failure. They all remembered the unfortunate and tragic 
events of 1919, as a consequence of which the reforms were surted under the moiv 
imfovonrabk auMces. As the years progressed he became more confirmed in 
the opinion that me British Parliament acted wisely in 1919, and that if we had 
not taken the course we did ihen we might have been in much greater difficulties 
at this moment Everything seemed to point to the peaceful development of 
constitntioaal goveriunent He was not suggesting that he took t lie view chat 
we were ready to make ffie jump forward which some Indian politicians desire^ 
or had desired in the past— he was not so certain of the present position. If they 
took the last Session as an example he doubted very much wheiher it would be 
fust to say that there had been any effort of deliberate obstruction in the sense of 
ntteoqiting to prevent the constitution from functioning. Everything apparently 
of in^portance that had been desired had been obtained in the Assembly. 

Financial Position. 


Speaking of the financial pcsicion, he said that during the five y^ri from 1919 
onwards there was a deficit of 7$ millions sterling. It was determined to initiate 
a new policy and to make the Budget balance if possible. With the assistance 
qf %itd Inchcmpe's Committee reirenchments were made in expenditure. When 
he hid read articles and listened to debates on economy in this country he had 
sometimes tbooght a useful lesson might be learned from the study of tae affiiirs 
ofOdia. Tfew finance of India emerg^ from their parlous condition as the result 
of a poltcy of retrenchment and economy. There would not te a surplus at this 
moment it it had not been for the drastic reductions made in expeaoitnre* The 
itmill of the administration of financial afiairs had been that the proviacial 
ootttribntions to the Central Government had now been aboltshed— a aocnble 
achievemeiit. It had been expected that It would Udmmany years tpffispsM 
with these comribotions. The financial conditions of Into worn such ffint he 
ttomht Into nfight be coopered very finrousmbly perhepe with any CMntry 
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other fban the United States. In the directtcn of finance he would ads dieir 
locdships to come to the condosion, not that the Constitution had been a fiuhnret 
but that, viewed by the light of events, reglly its achievement was somewhat 
remarkable. 


A Qualified Approval. 

Viscount HALDANE : My Lords, whatever my noble friend Lord Olivier may 
not have sifccecded in doing, at leas: he has brought out the two very interesting^ 
speeches to which we have jrst listened. The noble Marquess has defended the 
Genstituti^ established by the Mon tagu>Chelmsford Reforms in 1919 powerfoUy. 
He has said that he denies that that Constituiion was a failure a^ he has given 
08, in trutlL some record of .very valuable things which have taken place under 
it. I think tie is entitled to congratulate himself completely upon the outcome as 
regards finance. 1 do not think he exaggerated in toe Veast'in that regard, and 
I was very glad that so cordial a tribute was paid, both by the Secretary of State 
and by him, to the work of that dis'inguished administrator Sir Basil Blackett, 
who worked under him and to whom is due a great deal of credit in connection 
with the reorganisation of the finance of India. If the only question were whether 
the Constitution had been a complete failure, 1 should agree with the noble 
Marquess that it had not been dcnc under it. But finance is not the whole ques- 
tion, and all I think that my noble friend Lord Olivier intended to convey was 
that at least it is a Ci nsiiiuticn which has not been as fully and generously 
accepted as we could have hoped, with the result that there has been a good deal 
of evil. 

1 shall presently have something to say about what 1 believe to be the cause 
of that, but before 1 do so ; I wish to advert to the speech which the Secretary of 
State has made. It was a very full speech, it was a very candid speech and I 
think it was a very useful speech, in as much as he answered nearly every miesticn 
which had been pbt to him. It covered so much ghiund that I cannot nope to 
travel se it cn this occasion when, indeed, 1 only wish to say a few words on 
certain specific points. But there were two or three things with which 1 was glad 
the noble and learned Earl dealt. He spoke of the Act of 192$ for dealing with 
disturbances in Bengal. 1 took an active part in the drafting of that Act. It 
was settled really between India, in clcse consultation with the Viceroy, and 
London. It was limited by general assent to onp principle, which was to deal, 
not wi.h political agitation, not with new political crimes, but with crime under 
the actually existing law and to take steps to put that down. Anybody who re- 
members the state of things, in Calcutta in particular, in that year, knows that 
it. was a very dreadful state of things, a state of things in which human life was 
mot safe in the City, and the Act was passed to enable tl^e authorities to deal 
with that state of things drastically. It was dene, and now the question has 
been raised in India and by some people here whether the time has not come 
when you might release the whole of the osenders in prism under that Act 

Release of Detenues. 

Speaking for myself I think it would be inconsistent with the very pri^ple 
of the Act to release them wholesale. You must deal with their cases individual- 
ly. They^re being dealt with individually. A considerable number are out cn 
probatton? 1 hope that that is a process which may be carried still lurilier, and 
1 do not quarrel in the least with the prind|de that the noble and leariied Enrl 
laid down, that you must go cautiously. But you roust to some extent review the 
decisions come to on the spot about mdivkliial coses. 1 know it is very difficult, 
and 1 am very much against interfering vdih keel people he ordinary mattere 
but when it comes to life and liberty thra you have a very serious state of things, 
particularly when there is a powerful jmhiic opinicn clservtng you. Acpotdinfly 
I hope that the noble and learned £ari, while ndhering to the principle that tne 
cases must be dealt with individually and each on its merits, will see to it dmt 
they are all dispesed of; not in that somewhat happy-go-lucky wmy whidi often 
happens when tntiigs ore leR only tothe local police; 







■» 4«*t tiMnitagiwt fanta 
if Mia ym 


aparteelfo 

JiaaaanabiM* 

Tkatittfaa, aat af ' 



Amq^ liiatfaeihataHiaBaaaaaa a 
laJacrioaoftfai Udiaa Arwyaaditaeaat, 

Iha aoa t a ati o a .tihai Aa Aimf it pMbal 
af faaiia aggiaaiiaa «Udi waaU aat to 

ffw to lg y 1^ lO imif Mid — ^ 1 

piaeead totaaaa Gtaat Bfilpia aad attor aaaattiaa. 

«a caaaot do wiAoot aa Aiaqr ia bfia of at ' 
law aad aider aad la caaa i a aamtf fteai aoaN 
aftaa t^aed a qncatioa iavf aaad whkkl 
aoblaaad leataad BarL 

It ia a qaesdoa wWa aa fe at 1 aa awan^toaatvar 

Wa aaiataia two groat Araaea, oaa ia ladia aad ito oltor Aa bipaiial Anafk 
Aa Heaie Anay. Tlia Hoaw Aiaqr ia foanllf a a c k a i ra l y A tUa camtn, 
Wtoa k goes abroad it goea abroad t aa i pe iai flyi 1 tosa STaetiaa Asagld— 
alad I have Ascotsed Aia wiA aaaa of Aa matt aodaaat adli'aiy a a Aar ki a to 
lBdia»-thst ia theae days of raM tr aa igett it waald to {MMaibla M totgal 
leaK soine part of oar owa Haaas Anay, aoaw pait af oar Kxpoditioaary ftoeak 
gcaeraliy in Adia. k need aat to a iarga part. A eaaipmtively touli pMt w 
of it would be stiflkieBt to rdieso As aMaaaiqf of taepiag upqoiiaaagiaat 
a aiAtary loros ia India. A atoct ttoa ago it waa abviena Aat it woald aava 
baea a g^ i^n becanaa At ttoatia of paataUadiatarbanoe waste AaMtar 
East,teIraqaBdteGouatsiaateAatvieteity. Ttoait would have been a eoa> 
vaaieBoe to ns to havehad Aat part af As lip a dkin a ar y Farce which waajght 
vaqaiie dose at hand. Bat Aat ia aat aa tow. IdoaotAaAAat tevaaka Boat 
Aa aarth tea very practical toapaa W aa. 

It aiay be that drcnaaaiaaeaa aay chaaia aad yM Mviaqainalatgac 
laoa,aad then the coaaideratMO af Ate #aw aoana ofaMlM to Aa tedaa 
Anay, whiA aiay be caaa hl a r ad aa Ito aaategy ofAaTairilorialFareaiaaMr 
hoooaw important 1 do not Ai A k to poaiihla to eaaw to a dadatea ahou aa 
Iarga a qaeatioo miaiAt of; hot I do aay Aat I Atak vraahooiddowalllo 
coaiider the qaestltei wheAer As Bspadiiiaawy Amqr af Ate eoaatry aad Aa 
Indian itemy Aonld not be in doaarralatioa AaaAayaiaat Aspnaaat Ana 
At the present time Asy duplicate Adr work to aoM oMatr aad It to oaa af 
AmedUngs which oaaht to be consideiad ia Aa Crw aa ltte s af Imperial daknea 
OB a lan?o scale*-whetlier the views of thqts wrho thiok dhit Some port of oor 
'orces might remain generally ia India (all aay not too terga a part), to aoc a 
view wludi ought to be talcea teto aeeoanl. raNoatfdkcamaiAa largely la 
ipagaad ipac wiA those wto ara cagacad te uoadAniM McMgieai qn ea tio aa. 
It te pardy a s:iategical quea'lom fi to • qMttea »yehdaaMvao ai«aoaa. 
■iderattea ttoa it has ever haA lAUkitteaaa Aat is aaw ao terasAeWar 
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te dM JUNE lOM ia lha HboM oT -- — iniii on a nattai far 
a d} 0 OT iMji t , _Mf. lANSBURY (Laboarite) WtiataA ihi Mian dabM aid 
cwiilB^ of (ha daennuaaticai araiatt Miana an tte Mbm lailwm ^ 
daaof iha * edfanr bar” in Britra. He aaM far Bia wtaWhhinanr of an 
ta^ltAnM to aamn into dK K^ti dbtntbaaeaa and damandad fi 
iheMriiu report tm wtach ifa. Boaa «ai tefanaad. Ho add 
OM of Bi» cam that would be rei na m b e re d ia India atanaU* as til 
»**«»»*'»« "“die nf|ed faat tho Coreniaiaat ahaS 

mmetiak n ttHmltfeee to snrvAtp fit* ^tufa»2Mh anhj aa«L ^ 


WMiivaw wancB HV wua IIHK 11 SI MWMMIl 01 ABfm tO fBamtim 111* 

^ contineed tiint It wtt only mtlotiliiiUt 
by pebp ie itit Hgitt lobe mutert in th^ own eoiamiy* 

^ Sill WIHTERTON, raipoiKling, laid tbit lie did not comnlaStt of llr. 
IfJBiy rnite tlM JitfSS^esSont « as Indian deba^ -wSly 


finite tb^ iidian quesSoni “ as Indian debatel weft only too nmy** 

^^'^^js'XSr ^s s nkX iiesmgii 

Itaretadoalry Crhae and IGl; Balfa 

- ^ BaaM datanaa, MBaerelwr or MtaaamatlaniiliiglB 

allMl fad Bfa w ca a a t tr far faem waaabaadantlrprairadwlNatlMv «nn S 


faiSdl fad fan Mcaani tx farfaam waaabaadantfaprairad whan fare ««• S 
afa 1 M brea aa amidM.Ca«ipiner in BlifaSfaa 

sni«fa1ss^‘:?3a 

Id i nf ei btlo iary crimes imder S^SSttbyj^ Oadd>* 
cdbtinbdi tkat it was impoiSue ibr Iha Oo »ii gd Wit 
PiSiBMninee of law and order lUiipfiirebt^w^ 

aB-ss-s: -ggg “dss: r’lsjrtSsrS 

oibdbuury trial by jnty woald endangif tbe UfOi of wiliiadiab 
rtalBen to mirest those personsa tm OBtkf SfaBM * t ^| i^ Ato 
had aiways thou^t tl&t W iodiSt 

out diat 46 persons 
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IhftidfaNr Mr. Bom Borl Wiatertoo arfoed Cut tfu Bui fhc At mb 
occ o pi M an Importaat poti^km in no way de^ermtaed his foOt or Innoencsi^ wlus> 
ovor fhs oooMence the Cslcotta Cor^atfon mtrht Iuyo In Hr. Boos. ThiM 
OorporaCoD was not quite the reasonable and moderate bo^ that Mr. laiuhnry 
oontended it was, but anyway their confidence in Mr. Bose lud nodimf to do 
whhtM matter. 

EsH Winterton reca[rita1ated the developments kadinfp to Mr. Bos^ 
and added that the Govemmeet would have done the same t1^ in the case of 
any other person but would not make any special arrangements on account of 
his position in private life. On the mattmr of publishing the doctors report, Earl 
Winterton said that he did not see the reason for altering the usual procedme. 

The Kidkati Afi&iir. 

He wad sorry to assume an uncompromising ptniikmover the Kulkati affair, 
but he must refuse to agree to an independent enquiry as it was wholly uaneces- 
sary. Lord Birkenhead did not see the reason to doubt the rightness of 
oourM taken by the authorities. 

Esri Winterton recited the fiic*s an j asked the Houm to visualiM the situa- 
tions with which the police have always to deal. They did not get thanks for 
their action, but he was proud to stand up for the body of a most long-suffering 
men in the British Empire. The Indian Police ofien showed as much courage, 
tact and discretion as could be shown by the Metropolitan police in similar 
circumstances. He was not going to comment on the proceedings which were 
being considered and judicial proceedings might follow, but prime facie** there 
was little doubt that the District Magistrate had to take drastic action or much 
greater lorn of life would have been probable If the crowd got into a conflict 

The Royal Commission. 

As rugards the Romd Commission. Earl Winterton was unable to add to 
what he and Lord Birkenhead had previous^ said. It was impossible to 
announce the date of appointment or the c^nditinns governing the acceleration 
of date. As regards the composition of the Commission which Lord Birkenhead 
liad naturally to consider, any view expressed in the Commons and Lords he 
would consider thoM views when the time camg to make a submission to His 
Majssty with regard to its composition and until then it was impossible, un- 
usual and possibly improper to state the definite namee of the geacleinen to be 
submitted at members. 


Mr. Sob Kao Boae*e Rololnlioii. 

On the 5 th June ipey, in a communication to the Aseociatod Press, Mr. 
Sttbhas Chendra Bose now releesed from the Mandalay Jail rthitee the stato- 
menl made by Earl Wialerton in the House of Cbimiions diat the detenus 
including Mr. Bose under the Regulation and Ordinance were tried belbie 
twoiudget. 

None of the detenus hat. says Mr. Bose, so fer as 1 am aware, ever been 
tried befere a judge or judges. There has not been even n mock trial. 1 was 
never pfAu c ed before anv magistrate or fudge nor was I ever told hywhoni the 
papers in connection with my case, which had been prepared or fabricated, had 
been etamined either prior to mv arrest or atMiM be examined tu be eqn e nt to it. 
Some time after my arrest a police officer %*isited me at the Alioore Gentrql fait 
in Gelcutta end . read out to me a number of allegations which were miiceUed 
cherres. As far o mv recollection goes. I was accused of being a meihber of a 
cmispiracv ffir Importiar arms, manufecturipg explosives and murdering police 
officers. When 1 was asked if 1 had anything to sav in reply to the ** charget.** 
1 Slid that t was whollv inaocent and I demanleJ trial before a court of leer. 

In lennarv tpst I was transferred frrm *he Berhampore«Jail to the Hpndalay 
Jail. Under the Benrat Gidinaiice s'vne time in February the eoMe dmrgee 
were preeentcd a aecond liSM When I was asked if Iwohli reply lo AeaSega-* 
fioiii. iMted this time in tnrithig that I reaffinned wif i naocenc e . 1 Ain nieed 
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mytdf at to why I tboold have got into the had hooka of the poHet. 
I pioved or at leaet mtteropted to prove that aoy predicaoieot was the mole of 
peraoiial malice againtt me on the part of a high pohoe tJIcial. 1 vtntofe h> 
thiidt that my explanatioa was, to put it very mildy, ceruinly at plauiiole at 
the cate concoted againtt me by the police. It it not, theretore, true, at Earl 
Wintertott taid on a former occatiun, that when 1 *wat confronted with tlm 
chargee 1 declined to reply. Neither it it tr^ at the Home Member of the 
Government of India said on one cccasicn, that detenus were made acquainted 
with the general scope of evidence against them. 

In October 1^ a police official interviewed me in Mandalay and in the 
course of conversation with me he attempted to say that there was documentary 
evidence against me. I challenged him to produce it and aueried that there 
could not possibly be any such evidence against me and that il he would Sdll 
persist in saying there was 1 could not hejp saying that that evidence must have 
been (breed. The official in question theretore observed discreet silence, pusatOly 
because Be (elt the game was up. 

Referring to the statement of Earl Winterton that the detenus were guilty 
up to the hilt of taking part in assassination, Mr. Bose says that duriim the 
last five or six years, in a province the population of which is about fifty miuions. 
there has been one single case of political assassination, namely, the muider of 
Mr. Day. There is no one who did not or does not condemn toe murder and if 
this and its sequel prove anything they prove that the ordinary law of the land 
was sufiScient to cope with any form of violence wnatever its motive might be. 

Mr. Bose next refers to the murder of the Sankaritola Pcstmaster, Mr. Sand 
Chakravarti, and Rai Bahadur Bhupendra Nath Chatterjee, in all of which 
cases he holds the ordinary law of the land would sufitee to bring to book thiise 
who were responsible for the outrages and adds that it would not be fair for the 
authorities to make use of these murders as arguments for justifying the Ordi* 
nance or Regulation. 

Regarding the assassination and intimidation of witnesses in political cases, 
the apprehensions of Earl Winterton, he says, are entirely without tounoaumi. 
A large number of recent cases which the police regard as puluical ami which 
have been uiod in open court have disapproved ihiS cuntenuun and one ts sur- 
prised that the Under Wretary ot State lor India should suit Gun^inue to trot 
out such worthless and repeatedly exploded arguments tor txusienng up a 
thoroughly discredited policy. 

Mr. Bose agreed with Earl Wipterton that the fact that a man occupiei 
an imporunt posititm in no way determines his guilt or innocence. ** 1 have 
never claimed any immunity from the operation ot law by vinue ot any potiuqn 
in private or public life. We are all equal in ibe eye of the law and we oesure to 
remain so. If we break the law as we did in December 1931 we shad do so 
openly and we shall carefully accept the consequences as we did then. In the 
present case we have not broken the law and we have not violated any seettoo 
of the Indian Penal Code. It is therefore but natural that we should ieel that ws 
are being persecuted not for complicity in revolutionary conspiracy but for 
eetting up a strong political organisation by means which are open and above 

Mr. Boeeooiidades:-^*£xcept that some obliging gentlemen have occa* 
sionaUy come forward with a broken revolver or picked up a bomb shall and 
offimd themselvealor amst, whenever there has been talk of releasing demnus, 
there has been no crime in the province which may be called reviilufionanr 
durii^ the last fow years and ceciainly not during the last twelve m o y hSit A 
perusal of Earl Wintertoa’s speech gives one the impresefon ^t eite he le 
deliherately in an erroneous statement and iialt*tnittt or hae been 

tnmptotrlT b» nea on the spot about the exact poeiuoa oi affiuri 

inttts uanaimr p wwrincei Either alcernauve affixde us poor co ne oladen aad 

litdeebhi^ 



The India Office Estimates 

HOVSB OF COMiiONS-^ i 7TH JUHB 1927. 

Tha> India Ofice Estimates were diseased in the Commons on the 17th 
Jone. Contrary to the osnai wactice, the debate did not open with the Estimates 
speech by Earl Winterton. The Opposition had selected the subject of India 
lor at short notice. Consequently, it was arranged that Earl Winterton 
should formally move the Estimates and then there should be a general dis- 
cussion, to which Earl Winterton would rwly, and the Estimates should be 
re^liicttssed at a later session^ when Earl winterton would make the Estimates 
gmh. Mr. Patel and Lord Sinha were present in the Distinguished Strangers’ 

Mr. LANSBURY opened the debate by enquiring with regard to the Reforms 
and the establishment of Reforms Commission, etc. Referring to Mr. Patel’s 
presence, he pointed out that there was a vital difference between the Com- 
mons and the Assembly in India, because the Commons, when it passed a law 
or a resolution, had the power to see that it was carried into effect but that did 
not happen in India. 

Reierring to Mr* Bese Mr. Lansbury read a telegram from Mr. Bose 
dcclarinff that no detenus had ever been tried belbre any judge and that he 
•himsell Esd nm-er been produced before a Magistatc or a Judge. He was never 
acquainted with the nature of the evidtnee against him. He had challenged 
the police to prtdi.ee dccumcntary evidence, but they were silent. 

Mr. Lansbury declared that the Trade Uniens Act :or India w*as a step to- 
warnSihetightditcctitn, although it was a very halting step. The labouritics 
would have liked to see a very much broader measure. He concluded by 
MOVIKG IBB RBDVCriOll OS £\CO FROM THE ESTIMATES. 

Mr. V^arlaw-Milne expressed apprcciaticn of the tone of Mr. Lansbury’s 
speech. LiKussing what would happen in 1929 when the Reforms would be con- 
SMeicd, he expressed the opinion that it was impcssible to do anything mote 
than extend the ptogiess already madg. 

Mr* haklalvala repudiated the idea that gradual reform would remedy th^ 
frfovanciS ot the Indian people. There was no middle course bettveen slavery 
andtreedom. 

Earl WINIERTON, replying to the delate, said he could make no announce- 
mcni with icgaid to the date ol the Statutory Cc n.niissioii, except to say that the 
inttnal lenaining bcicre the tm.e, when, umicr the act, the Cemmissien must 
be appointed was now so rapidly diminishing that the quisticn ol the precise 
date ot the asicn.lling ci the Ccnn.issicn was fast Lccon.ing cne in which 
B.attcis ol piactical cinvcnicnce Luiked aiii.iSt as largely* as questiens ol policy. 
It was an open secret that the Cevernmem ot Inoia were collecting data to 
suliiiU teloie the Royal Ccn.n.issun. It the Cemmissien was brought into 
optialicn bcicre the exact time pit scribed by the act, Government would hate 
to seek approval ol larlian ent ano it we ulo 00 so without hesitaticn. Under 
the Gottinmtnt ol India Act, it wotkl be necessary, in due cou*se, quite apart 
irem the questicn 01 cate, tocbiain lariiamtnt’s apiroval to sutmiuicn to Hit 
Majesty 01 the prcMSea pctscnael of the Commissioa. 

Rtplying to Mr. Lanstuiys remarks with icgafd to tlie Assembly in India, 
Earl ^miet ten. cnihasistd that the dilates in the AsKmbly and Cotnqils 
had inllucaccd tne coiiise ol Cctiiamtni nore strengly than was ccntcmplated 
when the act was passed. Nothing could Lc lunincr tr cm the truth than the 
•taumim that them mlei SOI the Assembly and their cUcteis were powerkts. 
lie wctkl be mist sutptiKd tl the Rcyai Cenmisskn, whin it came tociasider 
the n alter, did not ccniitm his view, he expressed the cpinicB, that dm censii- 
tutkaal n achine in lania appeared to be wukidg with less joltmg and vibratkas 
han a year ago and with fewer attempts to paralyse it and there was a grovigg 


EARL WWTSRTOSPS SPEECH Itt 

«ap»cifttioi^hs;inei^ fInbaUy, Om Unpio^ 

■Mt m the fiMPcial tiuiatioa, tbefffownipicipdcte&of tkvclte^f rnttMioas 
«f tM more estane eritict of tk Goveivmem of iftvMlafilhAt 

energies siiouU be husbanded lor the next stage vtar the Stattrtonr Cbmmission 
appMi^ on the scrae, were all factors, led to the imoroved titiiation. 

R^ltmng to the Hindu Mcslem agrteaiem regarding joint electorates, Earl 
Winterton expressed regret that the statmigbnis and speeches of representatives 
of the two conraunities did not give great hope that ihe so-called agreement 
would be r^ognised by private people. 

Referring to the Royal ^mmission on Agriculture, Earl Winterton empha 
sised that the evidence ol wiincsscs did not necessarily represent the view of the 
Government. He personally was of opinion that the Commission would find not 
all the complaints against Indian agriculture to be justified. He cited the opinion 
of the Director, Government DcnKnstratioa Farm in Rengal, that the Commission 
might find that the ancient implements such as wooden plough were the beet 
instruments for cultivation of small plots of land in Uengal. 

Earl Winterton concluded with a etrong deicnce of the action of the Govern* 
nient with regard to the Bengal detenus. 

Mr. Lansqury’s motion was rejected by 173 VOTES TO 45* The debate 
WAS THEM ADJOURNED. 


HOUSB OP COMMONS^BTH JULY 1937. 

Mr. Patel and pther distinguised Indians were present in the gallery, when 
Earl Winterton opened the conunuation of the debate on India Ofl&ce Estimates 
in the House of Commons on the 8 ih July. 


Earl WINTERTON reiterated that, save in very exceptional catei. where 
the action proposed would raise national and imperial difficulties. His Majesty's 
Government did not regard themselves at liberty to intereiere when agrdbment 
had been reached between the Government ot Inaia and the legislature. From 
personal knowledge Earl Winterton knew that Mr. Saklaivala did not repreerat 
one-half of one per cent of the views and sentiments ot the community, wbich 
he posed as representing. Indeed, he had been approached by more thM CM 
distinguished Indian in puoiic liie, asking how to get into touen with repretentn- 
tives 01 Liberal and Consetvaiive parties with a view to stanaing lor eleciicNl 10 
counteract the idea that Mr. Sakiaivala in any way represents tim majoniqr. 

Earl Winterton contrasts the conflicting scnsls ol opinion. ^ Firstly, 
thos who, whilst they grSgingly smiiied certain benefits ot the Britiih coo- 
nstion with Ista, centess that the bulk *01 population was as miserabUk 
poor, diseasS, ignorant ana user-led as previously aS all would be chaafia 
with Swaraj. &cosly, thoae who, while sdiitung the iiudequate margin of 
sbsistence of isian wot Reis, claims that, since the Biitish came, there had 
been a grst improvement, wluch would have been grster but lor the lack of 
oo-!tMration and the obstructive aiiitse due to the incur its customs of Isi s s 
themselves. The latter also heia that the growth oi the Isianisation of services 
and the devolution ot power rtsuits in ihe deierioraticn ol snunisiration. Earl 
Winterton rejects the first t^sis as was usble to accept the second udthoiit 
qualification. He points out that much ot the health aS weliareof Isin n s 
aep^S on the c wency of the muniapalities as district local bpMrdff 
stivities suld not be surveys in toe Conunons. Frobably, the dinrducaS 
System providS an inadsste financi al sumulus to the translerrS Ml^Mts, 
beesuset wldie wavs as mes"* of finante were generally not matters te which 

the reservS departments «^be 
rmesenis as having the first cad on tl^ furoyinciai fus^ it wns nlwnys petsite 
isr.a Minister and histoUoweis 10 peistiaoe themselves that wprinapie, ml 
socialism was unattainable without paying lor it, old si apply to them and to 


ictiial power in their h a ss . ^ . . ... . 

Earl Winterton dnw attention to the snfiicts of bppsion aS ^ 

lbr«>wvKMr. GudltfS coamtiMh taiNqi- nd ailil did aot 
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Mp^iB*tHalafladk,«bile other critki accuead nt of «tter iadiibteBce 
wtliepre^perilfioftliepeoclco It was pa:1ieiic lo tee real eorrow filUna the 
heart aad am at the man woo had apem nis Ule in the adminiatrattoa of lodia 
haviog to leave and head over the work to another; Earl Winterton expressed 
the opinioBf that the oifficult^ lay in the inaifieresce of the people, especially, 
doe to the inherited views ol this lite and the next. Ouviouslyt religious observa- 
nce and custom in a matter like caste, wiih the accom^niment of dUld- 
narriages, the depfesaed claaacs and the prohibition of the alaughter of animals 
must affect the health anct viiatiiy ol individuaii. 

Earl Winmnoa cnumeraieil at leng:h what been accomplished through 
the co-opera lien of Indians and Europeans in various directions and analysed 
the Indian budget, dweumg on the gradual leauciion oi the provincial contribu- 
tion excluding the ‘l^cQgal contribution, and the decision to use the anticipated 
rccuriing sut plus lor ihe lensission ot three and a hall crorcs ol contribution 
permanently^ ^Vhile the icasibiuiy ol making a remission of the residue of 
contributions peroianent would depend on the suture, nobody was more anxious 
than the Secretary ol State attd the Govcinment of India to see the last of the 
feature ol the Indian Re.orms finance. Earl interton drew attention to the 
improvement oi labour cenditiens, which 8)nchionised with India’s whole-hearted 
participation in the inteinational labour oi ganiSaticn. and pointed out that 
India was one oi the few countries which had laiified me Washington Labour 
Convention. (Loua Labour cheeis.) lier output ot sccial legislation during the 
past five years was a remaikable achievenjcnt ol an ontnial country. He paid 
tnbuiLS to Lord Lloyd, Sir LoSiie Wilson, ana their respective Goveinmen'S for 
carrying out gitai and lar-itachmg schemes of social betterment. He doubted 
whether the people realised the amazing progress oi agricultural co-operation. 

Earl Winterion said that recruiimg of Europeans for the services was 
steadily rising, but they were nut gening enough ol young Indian Civil Service 
ofiicers. Ihc Goveinment ol India and Luid iiirkenhead were carefully watch- 
ing the position and all ntcissaiy steps would be lakon to ensure the recruitment 
Ol sufficient briiishofiictjs. llic appithvnsions legai ding the effect of Indian- 
isation mutt be mosi cat eluuy consiueicu, when the Goveinment dealt with the 
Indian Sanohuisi Conimi nee’s Keport. As long as we iffeied, as we must, 
adequate guarantee as regaios coiuiiiions anu piospecis ot service, he was 
confident the Indian Aimy would conimuc lu be one ut aie finest careeis. 

Concluding, he saiu, he was pei squally acijuaini^d with more numerous 
Indians ol all panics in public iiio than anyoi hts pieotccssjis could say. He 
hoped, without showing effusiveness or a paiieniSing spun that in culture and 
education, the leauing men anung them were not behind the public men of any 
other country, 'i hat, however, was nut enough. He had shown the extent to 
wduch power to improve the masses rcs.eu tn ihciv haiUiS, not merely in future 
but at present unuer the exisung cunsututien. As lar as any cusiom and tradi- 
tion barred the way to progriss, they could do iniiniiely more than any Govern- 
ment to infiuence a change. 

Other speakers. 

Several Conservatives and Labourites lollowed Earl Winterion. Col. Wedg- 
wood asked the Guvcrnniint to fix a uatc tor the giant of Home Rule when 
Indians could manage themselves ihcir imluary and civil affaii sand urged the 
immediate ^poinimenL ot a Ko^al Cummissien. lie aueicd that he would 
like to see m, Ganeihi i n it. Owiiig to Parliamentary time, Eazl W’lnterton was 
unable to deal wall the tuaiUMS raised by the various speakeis, but picked out 
the instances meniiomsd by iur. Shaw, namely, the adegui beating of a roan by a 
BritiShofficer SIX menths ago, which Itlr. Shaw said Ire and a German friend 
wiinkased. Earl Wmiericn said it waSxOifiiculi to take acuen now* as Mr. I^aw 
not reported the matter to the ixiuce which it was Ins plain duty to do. Earl 
Wiaterton iberetoie atsciibeti it as a ceck ana bun sioiy. 

A atormy scene then ensued, Earl Avinieiten charging Mr. Shaw with 
bleach el duty as a citiven in not repor tmg due matter. 1 he sniing automatically 
ended at lour o’ciodt and the Dsnanw on xun Imdia OryiCB votxwasap- 



The Indian Navy Bill 

Second Reading Passed. 

The Indian Navy Bill was in^roiuced « in the House of Commons by Earl 
Winterton in February 1937. The Second Reading of the Bill was moved in 
the Commons on *he 9TH M ' RCH 1937. In moving it Earl Winterton related the 
history of the Naval Forces in In lia an 1 iaciienta'ly referred to the R<^ 
bidlan Marine as a non-combatant force.** 

Commander Kenworthy protested against this. 

Earl WINTERTON replied that the term had been usually applied to the 
Royal Indian Marine which for the greater part of its service was a non-com* 
bstsnt force and emphasised that its duties were very important. He paid a 
tribute to the very valuable service of the Royal Indian Marine during the War 
and declared that it*had during its service good men and true, British and Indian, 
and the new force would inherit with i?s new pers-^nnel the traditions of a great 
service. (Cheers). I* was in ended to name the new force as the Royal Indian 
Navy. I*s functions during peace time wouH be <he training of personnel for 
svar ^d the maintenance o'* services, required at all times by the Government 
of India, suchas survev an! transo'»**r %vo*'k. EventuaUv the force might under- 
take patrolling of the Person GtiK wh«ch would involve a very small addition 
to t^ force, hut would relieve the Roya* Navy of a very arduous and difficult 
service for Europeans. OovioiisW m^s* «he provisions of the Bill took the form 
of legislation by reference. He admitted the general disadvantage of that courset 
but it was quite imoossiMe to * avoid it in *he case of ^he Government of India 
Bill. India was the opty part in the Emnire which had a written constitution of 
that kind and it was imoossiS^e tn create SMch a force or even take any important 
Step with regard to Indian legislation %vi‘hout an amendment of the Government 
of India Act. But amendments, matn^ full substitution amendments, were 
therefore far less cumbersome than amendments of mere words and phrases. 

Earl Winterton said the bill did not alter the e'cisting law that Indians 
^buld be eligible for Commissions in the Royal Indian Marine. It had been 
found in practice that the c'ass of educated Indians willing and capable of ser- 
ving as outers of Aips was almost non-evis^ent, but full opportunity would be 
given to any young Indian who was prepared to he trained as a Naval Officer. 
The new service would have small numbers and therefore the number of vacancies 
for new officers, British or Indians, would be very limited, but Indian candidates 
would be eligible for vacancies when they passed the necessary examinations 
and had tlm requisite training. As regards the objection that this was an 
addition to that naval force of the Empire, he emphasised that the Bill only 
provided for the service to carry out duties which must always be carried out 
even if the ideal of univeral disarmament of combatant ships materialtsad. It was 
not intended that this navy would need any modem combatant ships. 

As regards «he objection that the Indian Assembly had not been properly 
oonsulted, he said there was nothing in the cons*itutjons to the effect that Parlia- 
mentary legislation affecdng India required the previous approval of the Assembly, 
nor was tlusre any precedent for it. He pointed out that the Labourites* Com- 
monwealth of India Bill prop^s^ng most fondamental changes in the Government 
of In^fia Act was never discussed in the Assembly. Earl Winterton emphaidsed 
that the bill could not come in^o f ffretive ooemtion in India without consequen- 
tiffi legiftation by the Assembly and presumably when the Assembly diseussed 
the 1^1 there would be full opportunHy to discuss 'he whule ques ion of the ladlaii 
Navy. Moreover, the new Indian Navy would be exactly in the Mm P^tkm a^ 
ration to the Assembly as the Indian Army. He comrnMded tl» MQ ^ ^ 
Rouses because lo the best of Lord Birkenbead’s behef, it was desired dffi 
peQ|ple of India. 
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- Mr. AMMON moved v« tbi of tbs bill. He oontendBd tlii« 

Bm Mi^ne could havt Ocme eve^thior intended In tiM bill and he could 
not a^eept .BarlWinterton’s statement as wholly covering the nltimate intmtiiMu 
HedMliredit was absurd to talk of this being an Indian Navy, ft was'simply 
as endeavour to supplement the British Navy and impose the cost on the Indian 


Commander Kenwnrthy urged that suitable young Indians should be picked 
who after some vears of training wnufd be well able to take their place on boaid 
ship. (Earl Wintertrn : Hear, Hear) The big thing to do would have bepnr to 
provide that in a grave emergency these fo^Tes could be placed at the dMposal 
of the Admiralty with the consent of the legislature. 

Mr. Pilcher (Conservative) emphasis^ that the British taxpayer would bear 
a targe capital expenditure os two additional sloops on Ihdian waters and declared 
that the bill gave the Assembly complete control over the personnel and dis^ 
line until emergency arose. ' 

Colonel iWedgwood suggested that great steamship lines might be persu- 
aded to take Indian cadets. Indians should be encouraged to become officers 
in the Air, Force, Navy and Artillery. 

Mr. Hehdiam einphasised that as far as the Admiralty was concerned every 
eflbrt would be made to train Indians who were suitable for officers. The Admi- 
ralty intended to trtot the Indian would-be officer similarly to the English. 

Gom. KenWormy suggested that Indian cadets should be allowed to go to 
Dartmouth. 


Mr. HOadlam replied that Indian parents could not be expected to send 
mng boys to Enfi^apd to be trained, but they could be expected to let them 
cbme to England when they were older to be trained as officers. That was the 
Inlention as &r ai the naval authorities in England were concerned. 


A Labour Motion Defeated. 

After the hill had been read a second time the Labourites moved that the 
bill he committed to a committee of the whole House. This motion was defimted 
by a 44 votes to iso. This Labour motion was apparently intended to enable 
mrtber discussion by the whole House instead of by a limited number of members 
in the Standing Committee. 

The Labour motion for rejection of the Bill was defeated by 245 votes to iiy. 


Report of the Standing Committee. 

On the ssND MARCH the Standing Committee of the House of Commons 
ordered the Indian Navy Bill to be reported to the House for the third reading. 

Com. Kenwnrthy submitted two amendments requiring the consent of both 
^ Houses of the Indian legislature similarly to British Parliaments as regards 
the revenues of India and also placing at the disposal of the Admiralty Indian 
Forces or vessels. 

Earl Winterton resisted both the amendments which were finally negatived 
by ts votes to 9 and 13 votes to 8 respectively. 

Earl Winterton moved a new clause that “ any law of the Indian legislature 
u^er nravitions of su 1 vtee*TottS III and IV and Section I of the Government of 
IjMla Axt may provide for the repeat of any law. of the Indian legislature in 
mree at the commencement of this Act regulating Royal Indian Marines but 
irnffi such repeal, the Cfwemment of India Act shall, in relation to the Indian 
Marine, have effect as if substitutions effected by the above-mentioned sub- 
•Mtions bad nor lieen made and as if men or ships belonging to the Uuliasi 
Mriiie were naval forces or shins raised by the Governor-General in Cooiicil 
within the meaning Of the provisions of sub-sections I and II of Section X.” 

‘ Earl Winterton explained *ha^' the clause made a transitory provisloB for 
the oostinuance of the e*isring disciplinary measures. When the Bill was 
enaciBtKthe Indian le islature wouM he empowered to legislate and similatly to 
regulat^he discipline and mtrol of the new force. 

Tbs chraseSwas passed without discusrion. 





THIRD RBAQmG PASSED 

Tkifd Raftdiag Passed* 



Suit the Labour Party had sobstaBtuOly agreed to tbs maiaobjMoftlie BBL 
aaaidly the cieatioa of an Indian Havy for die nrotection of tte dioibi m 
India, bat it prapoeed to get rid alte^etber of the provi&kms enafaliag tbs 
Indt a n Mary to be OMd for odier pwpoeet such as the detnatch to anyibsrs 
abiood ofa part of the Indian Navy. 

Earl WINTERTON said that what was proposed under the Blit was eicaetly 
the same as had already been in operation as regards the Indian Army ana 
it woold be most inconvenient from the administrative viewpoint, if the Navy was 
pot on a diflerent basis. Earl Winterton glaced a great deal of reliance on Indian 
public opinion. He had paid a lot of attention to the opinions expressed, hot 
the opinion advocated in the amendment had not been expressed by any respon- 
sible person. The amendment would preclude the use of the Indian Navy for 
Imperial purposes. No such restrictive covenant applied to the Dominion navte 
Indian opinion would say that the new force was placed in a humiliating position 
compared with the Dominion navies, if it was only used in Indian waters. He 
ennwasised that in the Great War, India had as much defended the North Sea 
as the Indlaa Oceam ‘ 

Earl Winterton objected to a fundamental alteration in the Bill, firstly, on 
aooount of the great administrative inconvenience ; secondly, it was unreason- 
able to create an anomaly, which would be created if the Indian Army was 
sifoject to one set of legislative enactments and the Indian Navy to another; and, 
thinly, no such limits need be placed to the patriotism of the people who 
ware nkaly to join the Indian Navy. It was most unlikely that the Indian 
Navy would be widely used outside Indian waters in war, but posaibly hi 
n big naval war these ships might be used for other purposes. He challenged 
Bfr. Lawrence to find any Indian amongst the types accustomed to dewad 
their country in the past, who would not say it was a refiection on their 
patriotism to suggest that they were willing to fight in Indian waters and 
not elsewhere. 

Mr. Kenworthy’s Amendmenu 

After declaring that hs would have liked to amend tha Government. of India 
Act to that Indian tfoopa might not be used outside India, without tbs ooaseat 
of the ladmn Legi^ture, Commander KENWORTHY moved an amenimeat to 
Glause i Sob-Sectioii a providing for the omission of the words ** without tha 
censsat of both Houses of Parliament". He said that the safoguard ineartad hi 
the Bill with regard to the consent of Pariiament when the Indian Navy woidd ba 
used by the Admiralty took over the force for services elsewhere than India 
diat, we should pay. 

Eari WINTERTON, replying said riiat he did not think that these words in 
tha dausa would oftbnd the susoeptitnlides of ladians, because it was esactlvUm 
same provision as ap^ed to the Army, which could not be us^ ostsidd* I|^ 
and paid for out of Indian revenues without the consent of both Houses. This 
procedure had been adopted in diacase of Ac Army §or yams pas: aad had 
bsan fiMiad to be satiilactory. It was extremely unbkely that ParlhuBaat wodd 
avar be afiked to vote the revenues of hidia for this purposes and the power was 
cndy oonforrad as it was considerad the most convenient and moat proper meth o d 
of procedure, should an emergency arise. Indeed it was most nnUksly that lha 
Sab-Secdoa would be put into operation at ^ _ 

Sail Winterton said that ths dfoct of tfan am^ment, If rarried, wouM be 
that India under no cfrcumstaiices would be aMml to provide for mey lo 
dcftmy the expenses of any vessel used outMe ths Indian ^torial miiars. He 
did M hdfimdi^ ths House was saxtous to impose that SM of laatrh 
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tlifttat wtlfiieylMHPemttaclihiiiig^ bodetiM^by IMBiA ^Meopfateaad 
dmitt nbat had been said by tome oimidiert be odiaved it moidd be dtibed* 
Under BO dramittaiioet would thc^ghe moo^y, if dityMnltd frit iif gflilrel 
BaTul delence. 

CoL TtnCDGWOOi) railed the qnestloo of the payment of Iddtti tMHAib 
the Great War. 

Earl Wintertoii replied that they Fere paid for by the Inipefial GdvMuMI 
and India gave a large turn towards the expenses of the war. & Itt 

eflbct of the amendment would be to prevent India from doing w idbeBdill 
of her navy. 

The amendment was rejected by s 04 votes to 126. 

Mr.'Kenworthy’s Amendment 

Com. KENWORTHY moved another amendment reqairing the OonesttS of 
both Houses of lixdian Legislature to the nayment of expenah df vesedi not 4m^ 
ployed outside Indian naval defence. He declared that he nmvedr theaiMnd* 
ment not to wreck the Bill but because he wanted to see thie SEvy beosmo 0 
symbol of fireedoUi. 

Earl Winterton said that most people would largty agree to nensMerntief 
mentioned by Com. Kenworthy but tite adopHod of tne ammidmeBt itdnld not he 
regarded in India as a gesture of gbodwtll aM equally, if it wnenotadqplBd 
there was nothing in the sub-clause to OTend Indian susceptibilitieei lie wis 
idnced that the very important qui^ion of principle wbicn Com. KeeU^lby had 
raised was not affected by the clause. Moreover, it was never pfeiended that 
in the present transition stage cf Indian Constitutioii Ifidiiu thfoagh die AasimE 
Iv, had foil control over her revenues. It had been asked that there should be a 
Commission of enquiry into the relaiion between the House of Q smmon s had 
India and until the Cmmission was appointed and the whole qfiestkm Indifitiiei 
ted any Government bringing a bill like this would apply to the Indian navy Ihi 
same provisions and form of procedure as applied to the army. Tbs fKdnt was got 
a'fiesh one and he hoped the House would cotne to an early ducmiem 

The amendment was rejected by 372 votes to isd. 

Speaking on the motion for the third reading of the Bill, Mr. tlEApLAM et- 
plained that* the whole point of the Bill was to carry out the ackBOWled||da fdlidp 
of the British Government by degree to give Indian people more and more 
interest in their own defence. At present India’s naval defence lay with the 
Admiralty and the Bill aimed at gradually transferring tlmrespcmnbtfity te 
looking after India’s naval defence. Tlus and the gradual of Ml» 

Government could hot be done in ihe twinkling of an eye. Tpis Bui wnaepe 
forther stage in the policy of bringing India to the same. poiilKm aaihe qllilr 
Dominions of the Crown. 

The Bin was then read the third time and passed by S56 vqM to saai 


Tht Niitjr Bill Ltftdai 

Oa tin 38TH APRIL 10 , the Hodte of 

ot the Indian Navy Bin. In moviiw it Lard BnUCfiMBBAD tW diitte fiffl 
aim^ at thegievelopmcnt of Indian Navy fnm the existing, dhbwul of.Eoyid 
Indian lAsrine into an instrument whid^ (bough prinErhy duldgiM fife ,Uuill 
local naval defence alohe, would also be fittmT to fiiha ddh of the finhifii 
of overseas navies, coordinated by common traditkm and catadan mof df 
Impmrial naval interest. Simultaneously the Bfil wodld brfog die Itniali 
naval ’defence into proper ^ce within the Indian CosMtiitkaL lUifo i 
dins have an opportunity of taking her place amung the overiuaa ‘ 
of the HUnpire maintaining local navies canablh of oo<i|iera(iag in a t 
policy of naval defence. The general pohcy of detmt 

plaM had more dian once leomved die asseUt of the . 

Mt naval defence waiatpiesemoiitdde the aiddtdf dE Govetnildht Of 

ite and the. Govemmttt of IM fo wdte^ii It Tfeiiedhtaddilllfii 
foidiaa existed in tfoilb^ Anty fife mm tl|follisMi lb fal tiaiiiHii 
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sml oflkm bi Uie Tht Bill ipoold nedfr 

Tte Bin, ilKrdm, did not alter the franeivork of ladiaa Gout* 

bat there wmm room withia the framework for the rntrodoctloa of a 

aelwtt of adniflietratkm, such at Baval defence, aad the Bill parpo/ted to eibet 
itt introdtiction without ditturbing the main structure. Lord Uirkenhead pakL 
a tribute to the fine record and umparfbg services of the Royal Indian Marine 
In tbs long and critical period of its ]ustory and uid, **if it it now to past, 
1 Ism itt fnembert will find more pleasure than regret in the occiation oi itt 
anMng and follow with pride the career of the Indian Mavy, which the Indian 
Marine alone hat made it possible to create.'* 


Lord HALDANE supporting die Bill on behalf of the Labour party tald that 
the Bill wBould be criticitU, because it empowered the Government of India to 
cteale an Indian Navy in addition to the Indian Army, thus enai^g fiVlher 
mq^tadicure of Indian revenues to be incurred on delence. 

Lord Haldane however pointed out that India, lor miliurypurpotet, wait 
an Island and could not be succoured from the North, while the British navy 
might tOBsetimet be unable to be there to protect toe country from the sea, in 
whidh connection he insunced the case of ** Emden " in wartime, when India 
Wat without a navy of her own. He also suggested that a mtion of ifai 
military forces of the crown, which were kept in Britain, might be located in 
India, and thus save Britain's sending out battalions lo India and save Into 
somewhat from the duty of maintaining as large an Indian army as she at postwit 
.deemed desirable. 

The Bill was then read and committed to a Committee o. the Whole Houte. 


TestofthcIndinnNovyBill. 

The follwoing is the text of the provisions of the Indian Navy Bill, premtid 
to the House of Commons on the 35th February 1937, to amend the GovernoMit 
of Indian Act with a view to facilitating theprwision of an Indian Navy and 
to make consequential amendments in the Naval Discipline Act : 

be it enacted by the King's Mest £>:cellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows 

1. With a view to facilitating the provision of an Indian navy, the following 
amendments shall be made in the Government of India Act 

(1) At the end of section twenty-two the following new sub-section shall be 
inserted (3) Where any naval forces and vessels raised and provided by the 
Governor-General in Council are in accordance with the provisions of this Act 
pla^ at the dispo^ of the Admiralty, the revenues of India shall not, without 
the consent of both Houses of Parliament, be applicable to defraying the expenses 
of any such vessels or forces if and so long as they are not employed on indiag 
naval de fen ce." 

(3) After section forty-four, the following section shall be inserted 4 fA. 
Any naval forces and vessels which m^ from time to time be raised and pio* 
vided by the Governor-General in Council shall be employed for the purposee 
of the Govenunentoflndia alone, except that if the Governor-General deciarce 
that a state of emergency exists wMch justifies such action, the GovetnM-Gsnsral 
in Council may place at the disposal of the Admiralty all 01 any of such fwees 
and vessdis, M thereupon it shall be lawful for the Admiralty to aceept sodl 

For paragraph (e) of sub-section (1/ of section sixty-five, the foUowigg 
tel For all pereoDS emplw^ or serving li 
orb&wn^ Miy Mval forces raised by ^ Gcweinor-Generil in cSaeili 
wfammS^ are SMvmg, in so for as they are not subject 10 the Naval 
toMi Act s and** 

(4) For section sixty-six. the fUlowing sub-section shall be subetituted 
8 id>|ecttothe provisim^ this Act, provision mey be n^ by the Ihdisil 

far th^ miicmrion to the naval 

•hi of ttas ImkviiI Dticiplhie Ac^ andthat Act|iffoappliedf tfiMlIhai!e 
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tflbetatiCnIimiicestliereitt to Hit liajtity*t Kavy and Hit Mafetty’t tUpt 
iododad tlit facet and diipt raited and providea by the Govemor-Geiiefal la 
CoiaMdlftidiJeci. however— (a) la the apdicatioa of toe .taid Act to the facet 
aid fidpt imited aad provided by the tfaeraor-General la Couacil, aad the 
tt{il by 00Bn4aartial of officert aad mea beloagiag to thoee forc^ to tuch 
liidiiaitkMit athd adapiatkmt (if aay) at may be aiade by the ladian Legitlature 
ti adlqi the Act to the drcainttaacet oiIadia,iocltidiagtoch adaptations at 
afa be to Blade fa the purpote of anthoristiig or requiring anything, which 
iptr- the taid Ad it to be done by or to the Admiralty or me Secretary of the 
MOdralty to be dona by or to the Governor-General in Cbuncil or by or to 
at may be vetted with the authority by the Governor-General in 
I (b) .in the auplication of the taid Act to the facet and ships of 
«vitllil|etty*ls liayv f not raised and provided by the Governor-General in Council, 
to mA umificationt and adaptations at may be made by His Majesty in Counctl 
fa the purpbtdxif regulating the relations of the latt-mentkmed faces and ships 
itfted fad provided oy the Governor-General in Council : Pro\'ided that, where 
facql and ships to ratted and provided by the Governor-General in 
" dl faye been placed at the disposal of the Admiralty, the said Act shall 
Without any such modifications or adaptations as aforesaid, 
a. Iti tob-sectioa (i) of section ninety-B of the Naval Disciplitte Act, after 
tht words telf-goveming dominion " wherever they occur, there snail be inserted 
t fa words ** or of India.” 

% (t) This Act ni\ay be cited at the Government of India (Indian Navy) 
Act i|ty» 

(t) Stlb-tection (t) of section forty-five of the Government of India Act, 1919 
(which relates to the effect of amendments and the printing of the Government 
of India Act), shall have effect as if lierein re-enacted and in terms made applt- 
calfa to the amendifantt of the Government of India Act effected by this Act. 


Tht Royal Assent to the Indian Navy Bill was given on the 29th June 1927. 



Indians in South Africa 

The Round Te b 1 e .Co n f e r e n ee . 

It «M aiiiioaiwed in Apnl 1936 (hat tha Govarninant of India and 
the OoTemment of the Union of South Afrioe hsTO agreed to hold a 
Bound Table Conferenoe to exjdore all poeeible methods of settling the 
ladian question in the Union in a manner which would safeguard the 
niaintenanoe of Western standiirds bf life in South Africa by just and 
legitimate mehkia The Oonferenoe assembled at Gape Town on the 1 7th 
December 19S6 and its semion finished on the 19th Januaiy 1997. There was 
in these meetiiigs a full and frank exchange of yiewa which resulted In a 
truer appreciation of mutuil difficulties and a united uiiderstanding to 
co-operate in the solution of a common problem in a spirit of friendliness and 
goodwill. 

In both the Houses of the Ijegislaturci the Govt, communique embodying 
the main points of agreement arrived at between the Union Government nitd 
the €h>Temment of lf:dia were rood on the filet February 1977 and the 
annexure giving in greater detail the terms of agreement were laid on the 
table. Mr. Bhorei in e short speech, msde brief oommente to help the members 
of the Assembly to follow the agreement more easily. The following are 
the terms of the agreement 

Terme of Agreement; 

(i) Both Governments reaffirm their recognition of the right of South Africa to 
use all just and legitimate means for the maintenance of Western standards of life. 

(а) The Union Government recognises that Indians domiciled in the Union 
who are prepared to conform to Western standards of life should be enabled to 
do so. 

(3) For those Indians in the Union who may desire to avail themselves 0/ 
it the Union Government will organise a scheme of assisted eniigratiun to India 
or other countries where Western standards are not requii^. The Union 
domicile will be lost after three years continuous absence from the Union. In 
agreement with the proposed revision of the law relating to domicile wliich will 
be of general application, emigran's under the assisted emigration scheme who 
desire to return to the Union within three years will only be allowed to do so on 
a refund to the Union Government of the cost of assistance received bv *hem. 

^ (4) The Government of India recognise their obligation to look after such 
caugrants on their arrival in India. .... 

($) Admission into the Union of wives and minor children of Aodians per- 
manently domiciled in the Union will be regulated by paragraph 3 of resolution 
XXI of the Imperial Conference<of 1918. 

(б) In the expectation that the difiiculties with which the Union has been 
confroated will be materially lessened by the agreement now happily reached 
between the two Governments and in order that the agreement may oome into 
ppenttkm under the most favourable auspices and have a fair trial, the Govern- 
ment of the Union of South Africa -have decided not to proceed further with 
the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (further provision) Bilk 

(7) The two Governments, have agreed to watch the working of the uree- 
meat now reached and tc exchange views from time to time as to any c h a n oee 
that cjqpericiice may suggest. 
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(Q TheGorenmieBtofflieUaiiMiofSoiiSiAfincabavefeoaeMdtiM Goteni- 
ment of India to i^poiot an Afent-m order to secure oontmaoui and eflbctife 
oo-cperation between the two Govenmenta 

Detaila of tlie Agfeemoiit. 

The folkmiiig tt the annezoie eonjMatiW a ranniMT 0^ tlia oonchisioiis 
reaobad ^ the Bomid Tlshlo Conferenee on the Indian qnedSon in South 
Alrioa 

L— The Spheme of Assisted EmigratioB. 

(i) Any Indian of i6 years or over may avail himself of the scheme. In the 
case of a himily, the decision of the fiitlmr will bind the wife'and minor children 
under i6 years. 

][a) Each person of i6 years of age or over will receive a bonus of £sa Ho 
maximum shall be fixed for a family. A decrepit- adult, who is unable to earn 
his living by reason of physical disability may, at the discretion of the Union 
authorities, receive a pension in lieu of or in addition to the bonus. The pension 
will be paid through some convenient official agency in India out of a fund 
provided by the Union Government to sudi amount as they may determine. It is 
expected that the amount required will not exceed ^£500 per annum in all In 
every case the bonus will be payable in India on arrival at the destination or 
afiterwaxds through some banking institution of repute. 

(5) Free passage mclnding railway tares to the port of embarkation in South 
Afiica and firom the port of laadii4[ in udia to the destination inland will also 
be provided. 

(4) Emigrants win travel to India ** via ” Bombay as well as via *’ Hadrap • 
Emigrants landing at Bombay will be sent direct from the ship to their destina- 
tion at the expense of the Union Government. The survey and certification of 
ships shall be strictly supervised and conditions on voyage especially in respect 
of sanitary arrangements, feeding and medical attendance improved. 

(5) Before a batch of emigrants leaves the Union, information will be sent 
to some designed authority in India at least month in* advance giviim {sl) a list 
of intending emigrants and their families; (b) tbeir occupation in Soutn Afraca 
and occupation or employment which they would require in India and {c) the 
amount ot cash and other resources which each possesses on arrival m i^ia. 
Emigrants will be (i) advised and so far as pot si tie protected against squander- 
ing ihetr cash or losing it to adventurers and (ii) helped as far as possible to 
settle in occupations for which they are best suited by their aptitude or their 
resources. Any emigrant wishing to participate in emigration schemes authorised 
by the Government of India will be given the same facilities in India as Indian 
Nationals. 

(6) An assisted emigrant wishing to return to the Union will be allowed to 
do so within three years irom the date ol departure from South Africa. As a 
condition precedent to re-entry, an emigfant shall refund in full to some 
recognised auihortty in India the bonus and cost of passage including railway 
fares received on his own behalf and it he has a family on behalf of fos family, 
a pro-raUurtduction will, however, be made (1) in respect of a member of the 
family wib dies in the interim, a dai^hter wno marries in India and does not 
return and (ii) in other cases of unforeseen hardship at the discretion of the 
Minister. 

(7) After the expiry of hree years, the Union domicile will be lost in agree- 
ment with the propos^ revision of the law relating to domicile which will be of 
general aiqilication. The period of three years will run from the date of depar- 
ture from a port in ihe Union and expivc cm the last day of the third year, but 
to prevent abuse of the bonus and free passage by persons who wish to pay 
temporary visits to India or cusewhere, no person availing himsed of the benefits 
of tM sdftm will be alfowed to come back to the Union within leas than one 
year from the date of his aepartuie. For. purposes of le-entry within the time 
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c«M of tfwreiftui hardwip the Minitter of the latoriornuiy allow ooo or aon 
madsert of the firauly to stay behiad. A too who ffoet with a Csiaily at a 
aiiBor, attalas majonty outside the Unloa, maries there and has tstoe^ wtU ha 
allowod to return to South Afnca but only if he conies with the rest of his filter^ 
ftmily. la such* cases he will be allowed to Mng his wile and child or ddldioa 
with him. But a daughter who marria outside the Uakm will acquire the 
domicile of her hosband and will not be Admitted into the Union oaleas hir 
husband is himself domiciled in the Union. 

II.— Entry of Wives and Minor Children. 

To give effect to paragraph 5 of the Reciprocity Resolution of the Imperial 
Conference of ipi8 which intend^ that an Indian should be enabled lo live a 
happy family life in the country in which he is domiciled>entry of wives and 
children shall be governed by tbe foUowini< principles 

^ fe) The Government of India should certify that each individual fer whom 
a right of entry is claimed is the lawful wife or child as the case may be of the 
person who makes the claim. 

(b) Minor children should not be permitted to enter the Union unless aeconn 
panied the mother, if alive, provided that (i) the mother is not already 
resident in the Union and (ii) the Minister may in special cases permit entry of 
such children unaccompanied by their mother. 

(c) In the event of divorce no oMicr wife should be permitted to enter the 
Union unless proof of such divorce to the satisfaction of the Minister has been 
submitted. 

fd) Definition of a wife and child as given in the Indian Relief Act (Na 
S3 ot 1914) shall remain in force. 

HI. Upliftment of the Indian community. 

(1) The Union Government firmly believe in and adhere to the principle that 
it is the duty of every civilized Government to devise ways and means anj to 
take all possible steps for the uplifting of every section of (heir permanent popu- 
lation to the full extent of their capacity and opportunities and accept the view 
that in the provision of educational and other facilities a considerable number 
of Indians who remain part of the permanent population shiuld not be allowed 
to lag behind other sections of the people. 

(2) It is difficult for tlie Union Goveniment to take action which is consider- 
ably in advance of^blic opinion or to ignore the difficulties arising out of the 
constitutional system of the union under which functions of the Government are 
distributed between the central executive and provincial and minor local 
authorities ; but the Union Government arc willinj; (a) in view of the admittedly 
grave situation in respect of Indian education in Natal to advise provincial 
administration to appoint a provincial commission of in..|uiry and to obtain tlie 
assistance of an educational expert from the Gavernment of India for the purpose 
of such inquiry; (b) to consider sympathetically the question of improving 
fecilities for higher education by providing suitable liustel accommodation at 
the Sauth African Native College at Fort Haie and otherwise improving the 
attractiveness of (he institution for Indians ; (c) tt> take special s c|)S under the 
Public Health Act for an investigation into the sanitary and h>using condilions 
in and around Durban which wiil include the tpusti >n oi (1) npjioint men t of 
Advisory Committees of representative Indians and (ii) bmiiaiion ot the sale of 
municipal land subject to restrictive condi:i ms. 

(3) The principle underlying the industrial C inciliation Act (No, 11 » , 1924) 
and the Wages Act (No. 27 of 1925) which enables .all employee s including Indians 
to take their places on the basis 01 equal |iay for equal work wid be auhe ui. 

(4) When the time of the rt\ision of existing trade licLiising laws .ir rives 
the Union (jovernment wilt give all due cunsider.'ition to thj suggestions made 
by the Government of India Delegation thit discrcuonary pjwcrt’Oi local |Uitlior« 
tUcs might reasonably be limited in the following wa>i .... 

(I) The grottsds on wUch a licence may be refused should be laid down by 

itatnie. 
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( 2 ) The reafons Ibr which a licence it refnsed should be recorded. 

(|) There should be a right of appeal in cates of first applications and 
transfers at well as in cates of renewals to the courts or to some other impartial 
tribunal. 

(4) The appointment of an Agent of the Government of the Union of South 
Africa to make representations to tlie Government of India to appoint an Agent 
in the Union or in ordei to secure continuous and effective co-operation between 
the two Governments. The Government of India will be willing to consider such 
a request. 


Mtt Bhore’a Speech. 

Mr, BHORE, in commenting on the agreement, said : — ^The first point in the 
declaretiofi by the Union Government that they firmly believe in and adhere to 
the principle that it is the duty of every civilised Governm^^nt to devise wa^ and 
means and to take all possible steps lur the uplifting of every section of their 
permanent population to the full extent of their capacity and opportunities and 
accept the view that in the provision of educational and other facilities consider- 
able number of Indians who remain part of the permanent population should not 
be allowed to lag behind other sections of the people. This should dispel any 
apprehension that the maintenance of Western stamlards of life does not include 
upiiftment of the Indian community to those standards. 

As an earnest of their goodwill the Union Government propose: (i) To 
advise the Government of Natal to appoint a commission on Indian education; 
(2) to give attention to the provision of suitable hosts! accommodation for Indians 
at the College at Fort Hare and to consider sympathetically other proposals to 
increase the alternativeness of that institution for them and; (3) to investigate 
the position in res ect of sanitation and housing in Peri Durban area where the 
problem is understood to be acute and possibly elsewhere, and to consider in 
consultation with local authorities the most appropriate means of dealing wiih 
the situation including (i) formation of Advisory Committees of representative 
Indians and (ii) limitation of available municipal land sold with restriction under 
Durban Land Alienation Ordinance No. 14 of 1922, and Natal Boroughs and 
Township land Ordinance No. c of 1933. These ordinances enable Municipal- 
ities in Natal to transfer with the consent of the administrator land belonging 
to them under restrictive conditions of a racial charag er as to occupation or 
ownership. It is hoped that as a result of this investigation the principle of 
consultation between ihe Indian community and local bodies in matters of 
Municipal administration affecting the former may be cs^^ablished and more 
Municipal land of a suitable nature be made avaijabic for Indians fur housing pur- 
pose. Industrial laws like the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1924. and Wages 
Act of 192^, will be administered so as to enable Indian employees in Industry 
to take their place on the principle of equal pay fof equal work. 

The new emigation scheme. 

The second point is the new scheme of assisted emigration which tee Union 
Government propose to organise for those Indians who may desire to avail 
themselves of it. The hon’ble members are doubtless aware that section 6 of the 
Union 4 |^t No. 32 of 1924 known as the Indians Relief Act provides for the gruit 
of a free passage from any port in the Union to any port in Indian to any Indian 
who makes a written request for such passage and signs as a condition of the 
grant of such request a statement that he abandons on behalf of himself and his 
wife and all minor ehildren (if any) all rights possessed by him or them to enter 
or reside in any part of the Union, together with all rights incidental to his or 
tteir domicile therein. This is an essential feature of the existing scheme of 
voluntary repatriation. Under the new scheme the Union domicile will no! be 
lest except by ihiee years continuous absence from the union in conformity with 
a proposed revision of law which will be of eeneral application, and an assisted 
emtgrani wishing to return to the union within a period of three years* will be 
allowed to do so on repayment of the bonus and the cost of passage including 
railway iare which he may have received on his own behalf, and if he has n 
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fwilra* bdulfof bit family. Any objectkm that ihein might be to tbs eiti ftHg 
idienie of voluntary r^triation on the ground that it requires of Indiant withinf 
to avail themselves of it an irrevocable surrender of their union domicile is thus 
removed. 

Another feature of the new arrangement it that each person of i6 years or 
over will be free to choose for himself whether he will or will not avail himself of 
the scheme of assisted emigration. At present for the purposes of voluntary 
repatriation from South Africa si years is treated as the age of majority, and t^ 
union domicile of a person under that age has to be signed away by the lather, 
if the latter wishes to avail himself of the free passage to India. It will be 
observed that the ajgreement provides for scheme of assisted emigration to be 
organised ** To India and other countries.*’ The phrase is intended to cover 
emigration to Indians who may return to India from Ssuth Africa to Federated 
Malay State and Ceylon under scheme of emigration from India to those countries 
which are now operative. 

Wives and Minor Children of Indian Residents. 

The third point is that in regard to entry into the Union of wives and minor 
children of Indians resident in the Union, the principle underlying the reciprocity 
resolution of 1918 will be maintained and that prohibition of entry of this class 
of persons after the ist August 193;) which was contemplated in the Areas 
Reservation and Immigration and Registration (further provisions) bill is no longer 
envisaged. 

Indian Representative in South Africa. 


The fourth point is th^t in order to ensure effective and continuous co-opera* 
tion between the two Governments, the Government of the Union of South Africa 
have requested the Government of India to appoint their agent in the Union. 
Direct relations between the two Governments will be permanently established if 
the Government of India accept the proposal, which is now receiving their earnest 
consideration. 

Lastly, to inaugurate under the most favourable auspices the agreement 
which has now happyly been reached between the Government of India and the 
Government of the Union, the latter have decided not to proceed further with 
the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (further provisions) bill. 


received by the Indian community in South Africa. It is unnecessary to attempt 
an elaborate appreciation of the results of the Conference of which a brief 
summary has been given. The Hon'ble Members mutt judge for tlmselves. 
In doing so, it is hoped they would bear fully in mind the Mition as it was a 
year ago. The Gwernment of India are of opinion that the agreement reached 
IS eminently satisfactory and they have decided to ratify it. They are oonBdent 
that the considered judgment of the Indian Legislature will be in favour of the 
action they have taken. The terms of the agreement reflect the utmost credit 
in our Delegation which negotiated it The Government and the people of India 
owe a great debt of gratitude to the Delegation for the sagacity, swll,^ and ex- 
pedition with which they accomplished a difficult and delicate nussiop. Ncf 
must we forget the services of the Paddison Deputation whose ^miraM pndi* 
minary work made a Round Table Conference possible: but it will be readily 
admitted that these satisfactory resulu could not have b^ secured milem^ the 
Government of South Africa had entered the Conference In a spint of MeiMlitM 
and goodwill. In the reception which they ^ave to our detegatM to theCoiM* 
ence and In the courageous and sympathetic stotesmanship which meir repreM 
uttves brought to bear on the solution of the Indian pronto tn S^th Africa, 
wp have received proof fA die earnest desiie of uie Government 

end pe^e of the Union. The agreement which has to^lay been announced to the 
house it a convincing proof of their goodwilL 

endeavour to malm it tne basis of a toing friendship between ledia and South 
Africa. It is not su^ested that all outstonding 5^ons h etwy to ^tno 
connifies have been sSvS; but the Government oClndiamconSdent thdsll 
spirit that pmmiled at die recent Conference at Cape Town endure^ tbo 
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ultiMte tdiatioo of the lodiea prohlein in South Africa in a maaiier 
eatMKtory aad hoaourahle to both comftriet is assmed. 

Dr. Malan’a Speech. 

Oe the saoie day, the sist February, Dr. MALAK also made astateoieat 
hi the Usion Assemhty oa the South African Agreement. He emphasised that the 
agreement had been readied in the entire absence of spirit of bargaining and 
it had been a whole-hearted settlement. The results were not a difdomatic 
victory for either side, but there had been reached an honourable and friendly 
understanding. Naturally, South Africa had made reservations'as to the just ad- 
ministration in the Union and Indians on their side had their own ideals. Both, 
however, had agreed to what, if not the Ideal solution, was a practical and peace- 
able one and they had decided to give it a fair and reasonable trial. The Minister 
urged that the most Important feature of all was that no stignm of racial infe- 
riority was implied. South Africa could take all just and legitimate measures 
as to her. western standard of civilisation and Indians conforming to those 
standards were enabled to do sa Indeed, the agreement indicated a lasting 
•friendship and good-will between the great nations concerned. 

Doctor Malan paid a tribute to the Members of Parliament, the Indian 
Press and the people of South Africa in creating an atmosphere which ensured 
the Conference being successful and this atmosphere had been so remarkable 
a frature of negotiations. The Minister concluded that now that the agreement 
had bem published the expression of view could be expected, but he knew 
that once again he could rely on the good sense not only of Parliament but of 
the press and the prople of the Union. 

He paid a sincere tribute to the leader and members of the Indian 
deputation whose sincerity and desire for satisOsetory solution had been the 
essence of statesmanship. Parliament and country hoped tliat 'success 
would crown their edbrts for a new era both from the view-point of this country 
and the coutry which they served. 

General SMUTS then asked that in view of the importance of the question 
the* Government should give an opportunity for diKussion. The Prime Minister 
willingly assented. 

Debate in the Union Assembly. 

The Assembly debate at Cape Town held from the 1 cth to 19th March was 
bitterly hostile to the Agreement, especially Natal. Mr. Patrick Duncan 
favourably supported it. But the ordinary members of all parties in the Assem- 
bly were hostile, though responsible leaders were sympathetic. 

Mr. COLINS, Transvaal, opening the debate, stated that the whole white 
South Africa was grievously disappointed. The Union liad been betrayed, 
surrendering eyerything and gaining nothing. The Agreement was entirely 
one-sided. Ho provision under it would effectively encourage Indian repatria- 
tkm. The agre^ statement between the two Governments upon this issue was 
nseless, extravagant, and foolislt from the Union viewpoint. The promise of 
trade iNence denoted a tremendous conc^sloQ. Indeed, it w.is a complete 
reversal of the current Transvaal policy.^' Mr. Ticlman Root had' pledged the 
Nationalists Party to turn out tlie Indians. !l 1 iis Agreement kept them in the 
Union. 

Mr. NEI, Natal, followed, s.nying that Indian delegates had cleverly jockeyed 
Dr. Malan into a funk hole. ** \Vc sliall fight to the bitter end and win. We 
shan't run into the funk hole like the Minister of tlic Interior. 

Dr. MALAN said that the clauses of the immigration scheme depended on 
the co-operation of the India Government. He hoped that nothing would be laid to 
make that co-operation impossible. He paid a tribute to all sections of the com- 
munity *for keying the whole question outside the party politics, but deprecated 
the speeches .of Mr. Collins and Mr. Nel. He <leclared emphatically that 



THE MEW ASIATIC BIU, tft 

iiawaMlile w i^tittetory the Uwoa «anl^ have d» right M aw fiKiue 

with the ladiaaqmtioB. Wlttt he aaidwbathe 

“It wiU be obvious that the agteeaeeM which hit heen reached is mote ia 
*“ hpaourable and friendly aaderstandiag than of a rigid and 
"Miag treaty. By their decision not to proceed with 'he nenifiiUr leuklatioB 
which was coatcnpiated last year, the Uaiua Goverameat laSs aot ia aay respect 
“y. «*««« surrendered their freedom to deal legisU iveiy with the 
probwin whenever and in whatever ww they may deem aecesaary and jnsu** 


The New Aaiattc Bill. 

The poiftti in the Agreement was embodied in a Dill ttyled the Immifatkm 
and India Relief (further Provision) HilL This was laid on the tMt V the 
Assembly by Dr. Malan on the isth April and inirodo^ on the oih May. On the 
latter day. Dr. MALAN, introducing the measure, stated that the Bill mainly 
implemented the Round Table Agreement with the Government nf India. He 
detailed ilit provisions of the Dill and pointed out that doo minor children i^ra 
still entering the Union annually through the loophole left ia the Indian Rdief Bitta 
which allow^ these children to enter unaccompanied by Umir mothem Under 
the reciprocity agreement of the Imperial Conference of 191S. however, it 
was agreed between Dominion Ccveinments and India that the thildien should 
be accompanied by their mothers. This was embodied in the new biU. A 
furt^r anomaly was that owing to the decision of tbs Snpreine Gtairt rwia» 
tratioB certificates, even if fraudulently obtained, ooold aot be Tmii 

would be abolished. 

Mr. DUNCaN criticising the Bill suggested that the registration certiftcatts 
already Usued should not be disturbed by any raking up of the past, bn n 
general amnesty should be called conducing to a favourable reception of he 
new immigration clauses. 

Mr. ALEXANDER strcngly supported the suggestion of amneaty snyhm that 
It would be a graceful act smnronist^ with the arrival of Mr. Saatn as Amu* 
Cq ^al and leading to effective good-will between the two Governments im iIm 

The Minister of the Interior Dr. Malan, noted the suggestion. 

Tho Bill Passed. 

On the 23RD JUNE there was a rematkaUe change of tene in the rssnmed 
debate on the Indian Bill. The second reading was passed practically unopposed, 
everym being worn ouu 

D.r. blalan effered Trans%aal amnesty in the matter of frandnlcat entmnllL 
letting byegones be byegooes provided an assurance was given that such fond 
would be prevented hereafter. 

Mr. Marwick openly challenged Dr. klalan tha^ if the Indian Agreesient 
was fully carried out, it would involve complete Indian citUenshia 

Dr. hlalan refused to take im the challenge, thereby implyiog that it wia 
unanswerable. Dr. Malan paid the highest tribute to Mr. Ssstn caUing him tha 
most honest, straightforwara roan he Sad ever met. 

On the 25TH JUNE the bill passed the final stages (third reading) withont 
amendments. The Ministers promiaed amnesty regarding iha pnat traudulcnt 
eatrantainto the Transvaal, provided the coounnaiiy guaranteed 10 do iMr 
beat to atop illicit entry in future. 

The Text of tko Aeinlac Bill. 

The fidlowiim ia the text of the Bill ** to namad tha lew lelaiiaf to tassfi. 
fratkn and Aamtka’* aa drafted in acooidaace with the terms aftaad 
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■poa bf thn Samd TbU* ConibmMe tetvcoilhe Uaioa aad ladiaa Govera* 
■SwCi^— 

B« it eoaeted hf tlie Mott Escdleat Majtttr, the Senate and the 

Honee of Anendily of the UnioB of South Africa, at rams:— 


CH APTBR I. 

u Secticn two of the Innmgrantt Reg ulation Acl igit (hereinafter in thb 
chapter called the piincipal Actl it hereby amended by the dmtkm : 

(a) from tob-tcction (7) of the tFordt **tufficient in the opinioB of the 
Minitter ” and the tubtdtntion therefor oi the folknring tmdt : ** fiied by the 
immieraticn cficer, not exceeding cne hundred poundt", and 

(b) from tub-tecticn (it) of the eordt ** todi amoont at the Minitter may 
determine** and the tubttitntioBtherefcM’ of the following wordt: **an amount 
fixed by the Immig ration cflioer, not exceeding one hundrM pound!.’* 

t. Section three of the piiMpid Act it nmby amended — 
fa) by the addition of the following at the end of tub-tection (2) 

From the opinkn of toch tuperior court there diall be a right of appeal by 
the appellate or the imnugimtion cflKer to the Appellate Dtvition of the Supreme 
Cofitt* 

(b) by the deleticB frem tub-tection (4) of the wordt ** if he it a peiaon teek- 
ing to enter the Union for the firtt time” and by the addition of the following 
at dm end thereof:— 

In the e\*ent of an appeal under sub-secticn (2) to the Appellate Divition 
the appdlant thall lodge with the regittrar tuch further amount as the regittrar 
mfiy determine for any cotts that the Appellate Divition may award againtt him. 

5 * Section four cm the principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion in 
M^ra]^ (0 of tub-tection (1) after the word ** rape *’ of the following wordt : 
inoett, todoo^fa” 

4. Section five of the principal Act at amended by section three of the 
bdiant Relief Act, 1914, it hereby further amended— 

(a) by the addition at the end of paragraph (e) of the words provided that 
such person, if bom onttide the Union, enters or it brought into the Union 
irithin three years finom the date of hit tHnn.**; 

(b) by the addition at the end of paragraph (g) of the wordt ** and provided 
fortner that no dii|d who it not accompanied by iit mother shall be admitted 
imlctt Its mother it already resident in the Union or it deceased, or the Minitter 
in any special cate anthoriiet the admission of ouch dutd.** 

5. Secticn ten of the principal Act it hereby amended by the addition at 
the end thereof ofthe following new tub-tection (2), the exittiqg section becom- 
iag tub-tection (i)^- 

(2) Any tueb prohibited immigrant diall be dealt with in terms of 
teetkn nineteen. It he it in pometsion of a registration certificate or a 
certifiGate of domicile, or any other document anthonting him to enter, reside 
or remain in the Unkn or any prorinoe. It 4 hall be competent fin ai^ Board 
to which he may appeal, if it it pro v ed to the Board that tudi certincate or 
ether document wee obtained hr fra ud ule B t repretentationt made by him or 
on hit bgiuilf, in order that euai certifieate or ocher document be cancelled 
and that ne be dealt with in terms of this Act Provided that if ht does not 
Imrel to a bciud, the prindpel innmgratinn oMoer oo nce m e d AaD ceaod 
•uch cnttificaig or oMr doenmeat** 

Qb BCCUQBv .UVI 1 BBB 01 IBB BfinCipOl ilCI » MWOBy OIBBMfBl py tBBoOmKWI 

fin. mOhm/Mm od ft) i/tk. te liwd -HiD&fti- ami ifae mAaAmim 
thamTof tb. woida .Boer.- 

9. Sectioa fMitiai at the piadpid Act k hmb, umded Iqr 1h» 
ddMioa of tlio word -Mainei:- nd the la l i e t i t B tioa iBM ofac of the voids 
dpatioBodl 

>. S e c t ios aiaaticai of the priac^ Act it heiebv eweidiid tv the 
sddhiMiefthefcllowhvaMri - • 

U) AarpeaoBt 
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fan *fc oSecrdciigaaledbf tlKlIiaistffrt^ 
■NWoriMfitttm at My bt 

(e) aodi ladM *aad hit indly (K aira) dMil Ml la-a 
CMjMrlmdaaeordaptrtimfroBthaUaKai, bat say 

ti Oa Uaioa m wbidi he is dosuciled after the ex|nry of < , 

data ordopartare, but MC later that the date of eipiry of thne voara 
dale of do^taro from the Uaioa. Provided that— 

(Otdl mpoey paid ia terme of thb sectioa to or oa behalf of sodi iadiaa 
te TCIMCI of hiiDSdi aad hie Cunily (if aay)are m^aiid ia fall to aa ageat of 
»a Uaioa GoveraiaeBt daly appointed thereto, before departure from the 
ceaa iry to which eadi iadiaa entgrated, aad proof of eadi payment ia 
ftna at amy be prescribed is produced on arrival at a Uaioa port : 

^ 0 i) 9 aak Indian aad his family (If any) exclndiag any me 

amy have died in the interim aad excluding aay daughter who 
the date of departure from the Union, has married a person not entitled to 
mdm cw to remain in the Union, shall re-enter the Union simulteaeoinly. 
mofofaaysudi death or marriage to the satisfacticn of the Minister must 
M product, la cam of unforeseen hardship the Minister may in his discre- 
hpa exempt the Indian or any member of the family from re-enteriag the 
IwM la such cases, or in the event of the death of the Indian or a membei 
of the family, the rmyment in tcspect of the person ooacemed as provided 
in ea^paragrbph (i) of tbs paragraph may be remitted ; 

(d) imlcss sudi Indian act^mpanied by his family (if any) or in the event 
of the death of etich Indian, his family rc-enteis the Union as prescribed in 
paragraph (c) of this sub-section, he and alt the members of bis family (if any) 
wMl bo deemed to have voluntarily aad finally abandoned all rights pcm e sie d 
by m or them to enter or reside in any part of the Union, together withall 
rights incidental to his or their domictle therein, aad the fact tbit re-entry 
dM not take place witba the time specified ia paragraph (c) of this sub-seetkm- 
shnll be conclusive evidence of such abandcameat. 

M For tfas porpooesof tbs seciicn—^ adult Indian* shall amnn an 
ofMhersexofStttecayearsofageorovor aad an Iadiaa woamn who ‘ 


‘teiily* sibdl iaclnde the wife of aa eangraat Iadiaa aad Ml chitfrcftof 
«Mgfant Indian who were nor adult ladiaaa at the date of departure fimm 
fis Uafoa; 

*dateof departure from the Uaioa* shall sseaa the date of departure from 

shall have the sasse amaarag aa defined in section * thirty *(Aa 
Ma S 3 of ipig). ' ^ 

CHAPTEa III. 

IS. A registration osrtHkate tasaed under the provisions of the Asiatic Law 
Ameadmeat Act, ipoy,of the Transvaal (Act No. s of 1907)^ or the Asiatics 
^tsiration Ameadiarat Act, ipofi, of the Transvaal (Act Ma 36 of 1908,) may 
w aa lasiruanat ia writing be surrcadeied by the hulder to the Registimr of 
duties, and such surrender shall be conclusive midcnce tlmt sodi hMer has 
a h a a d o neg aay right of or iacidcntal to entry, residence or domidb ia the 
Tkaasvaal Provaaca 

111 If aa Asiatic who has foiled to make applicaticn for registratioB in 
apeordanee with the provisiias of paragraph (2) 01 sectiua five of the Asiatics 
Mimistm^ Ameadmeat Act. 190S of the Ttansvaal satisfies the Minister that 
sadi miliM was due to sume good aad sufficient cause, the Miaiscer may, ia 
his diKiftioa, authorise the Registrar to receive aa application fx legistnition 
frw aoch Asiatic, aad the t^icatica shall be dealt with ia all respects as 
if it had teen amde ia acoonlaace nyith the prov isions of the said sectfoa aad al 
tM ptmrisioaa of Act Ma jfi of 1908 of the Traaavaal as amended by this Aa 
^,«oald have appliai ut dm applicaUoa had been so amde, shall a|fi|y 
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- **• «f tte Aii^ ItagiiyrttMi A i m i a a wwt Act i|ol^ rftfct 

* twyb^JaowMkd l>y the dektioo of words <*savo asm tbi 
aooiaadiiM sscttow is prcwidod*** 

1$. Seetkm nine of tim Asiatics MstratkMi Ansa^ 

Trawsvaal, is hereby amended by the Mtma of the last seal 

lA Section titirty-foar of the Chinese Exdusien Act No^ t? of tool (Osaa 
of Good Hope), is hereby amended by-the deletion of the words ^shallbe 
teorted** and the sidistitution therefor of the words ** inay» in the discretion of 
tie Minis*^er, be deported.” 




CRAPTin IV, 

17 . The Govemor-^^eneral may make regulations, not inconsistent with this 
Act, for the better carrying out of the objects aad purposes of this Act 

18. The laws mentioned in the schedule to thb Act are hereby repealed 
to. the extent set out in the fourth column of that schedule. 

19. This Act may be cited as THS IxmoRATloir AMD IHDIAH 
(Further Provision) Act, 1927. 


Mr. V. S. 8. SasirPe Appolalmenl. 

The followtng Government of India ceeunnaique was issued on the yth May 
1027 :-*** In, the announcement made on the 21st February 1917 in the two Houses 
of the Indian Legislature regarding the Aereement reached between the Govern^ 
ment of India and the Government of the Unbn of South Africa it waa etalad 
that the Government of the Union had requested the Govemment of ImUa to 
appoint an Agent in South Africa in order to secure continttotts and edhctire 
co-operation between the two Governments. The Government of Into have 
decided to appoint the Right Hon. V. SL Srinivasa Sastri, P. C.| an tohr irst 
Agent in South Africa”. 

Mahatma Gnadhi’s Views* 

Mshatms Gandhi wrote the foOotog article headed "Hononmliie Osm* 
promiie ” on the South African Settlement m the ” Young India” 

The Assisted Emigration Scheme. 

Sir Mahomed Habibullah and his colleagues are to be coamratulatM ttpoa 
having secured a settlement that is honourable to both parties. It is not the host 
that could be conceived, but it is the best that was poesibtjb 1 doto if any 
other deputation could have done more. The Qaa Areas Bin wmch bfonm 
about the Conference and round which the battle raged is dei^ aiM gone. Ten 
Right Hon’blc Srinivasa Sastri who, when the deputation sailed to South AAteat 
was of all members the most communicative and had warned uswotm expact 
much, did not conceal at the end of to labours of to CoufoteMe his m n s focti on 
at to result. A perusal of the settlement warrantt satisfacbon ; bWlto ^ 
compomi^es this one is not without its danger pointa The dropping m to Qm 
A reas Bill is balanced by repatriation re-emerging as ramgratito U to 
name is more dignified, it is also more dangerous. Remtitoion com oto to 
to India, re-emigration can be to any country. J®**®*™! 
settlement clearly points to tot interpretation “ The Uiyn Gover Mtol, itof* 
fore, win organise a scheme of assisted 

where Western standards are not required.” TOS amis .to mmgfatiow^ to Qfl to 
countries, I hold to be dangerous ; for tore is m hismwp gj|to t imv 
poor ignorant men going to an ontoown ito wtore tto wom oarow 
strangers. Such countries as would Uke 
Guiana. Neither has a good name in India. It j 

have been a party to assisted emlgmtioo to aw o ito part m to ^w mid* Tto 
goto point about tills assistto emigration is timt wtoreas MRWS me siiiiSBMnK 
MfnAtL lott *11.8* m«Bi,nuit* tom it ^ ^ K ¥ 
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to return to SoitA AlfioL Hdvnnaymetiited emimnticailhope to lefitnd the 
neeiffance money they might have received or now many can hope lo return 
with their familiee it a diferent ^stkm. The non-forfeiture dause ii deariy 
deeignod not so much to guarantee a substantial right as not to hurt national 
self-respect. 

Indians in Durban. 

The annexure containing a summary of the conclusions readied by the 
Round Table Conference on the Indian question in South Africa is a remarkable 
document betraying in every paragra|i^ a heroic attempt to reconcile conflict- 
ing interests and sentiments. An industrious reader will have no difficulty 
discovering the hopeful paragraphs. I shall, therefore, content myself wjtn 
drawing attention to a para that is fraught with grave danger. The Unicn 
Government' is to take special steps under the Public Health Act for an investi- 
gation into sanitary and housing conditions in and around Durban which will 
include t^ question of limitation of sale of municipal lands subject to restrictive 
conditions. 1 do not know what is aimed at in this paragraph but mv suspecting 
mind (and my suspicion is based upon previous bitter experience ot interpreta- 
tions, warranted and unwarranted, tnat a strong party places upon agreements 
with a weak party to the latter disadvantage) conjures up all kinds of frightful 
consequences arising from this proposed committee ami limitation. Already, 
the Durban Coiporation has been invested with powers which it has utilised for 
the suppression of its Indian citizens. So far as I know, a committee can bring 
to light nothing that is not known to the Corporation or Government. The 
app .'intment of an Advisory Committee of Indians may be a simple padding. 
Tne Health Committee may bring in a historical report as a previous committee 
to my knowledge lias done and limitation may be put upon the purchase of 
Municipal lands by Indians which may cramp tne Indian community residing 
in Durban. Nor do 1 like the paragraph which seems to imply that provincial 
governments are at liberty to take any action they might against Indian 
settlers without reference to the Central Government. But the compromise 
is acceptable in spite of the dangers referred to by me, not sd much for 
what has been actually achieved as for almost sudden transformation of the 
atmosphere in South Africa from one of remorseless hostility towards Indians 
to tliat of a generous toleration, from complete social ostracism to that of 
admission of Indians to social functions. 

In lian Kepresent alive in Soudi Africa. 

Mr. Andrews sends me gl.>wing accounts of the utmost cordialiU' with 
which Indian nicinl>crs of the Deputati.m were receix'ed alike by (he Govetn- 
ment and the people, how local Indians xvcrc able to gain cn'ry to the most 
fa^icnable hotel in Ca|)c Town wiihxut any let or hm.1 ranee ami how 
Europeans in South Africa were flocking to him to know all about the Indian 
Deputation and the Indian question. If this atmosphere of goodwill and 
sociability is kept up and cncouiaged, the settlement can be used as a so'ii 
fbunvlatirn for erecting a lieautiful temple of freedom for Indian settlers in 
South ‘Africa. But the success of the settlement very largely depends upon 
the tclcctiqa of a Consul or Ct'miuissioner who will be selected tp represent 
the Government of India. He must be a person of eminence, great ability, and 
strength of character, and in my opinim. he must be an Indian. The very 
fact of hit being an Indian will strikq the imagination of the European 
populathn ami raises the Indian settleis in Euiopean estima’ion and will 
teach the heart of Indians in a way no Englislunan, not even perhaps Mr. 
Andrews, can and if a man can Lc selected who will command equal esteem 
of the Unu n Go\‘eintnfnt, \\;e need n^t fear the future. Such a man, in my 
hnmbic opinion, is Mr. Stiniv.nsa Sastri. 1 cannot oonctude this hasty survey 
of the settlement widvuit placing cn record my deepest conviction that the 
happy result is nrcdommantly due to the ceas«)cie and prayerful labours of 
that godly, self^f ffiicing Englishman, Charlie Andrews. 


Indians in Fiji. 

Early in January 1927 the Go^rnment pf India published papers relating to 
the position of the Indian community in Fiji which formed the subject of represen* 
rations made to the Secretary of State for Colonies by the Colonies Committee of 
the Government of India. It will be remembered that this Colonies Committee 
under the Chairmanship of Sir Hope Simpson was sent in 1934 charged 
primarily with its Kenya Emigration Bill which was afterwards dropf^. 
(See Register 1933 Vol. II, p. 353 : 1934 Vol. I, pp. 307-373 ; 1934 Vol. II, p. 33S). 
The Committee was charged at the same time with making representations to 
the Colonial Office regarding the position of Indians in Fiji. The following is t^ 
correspondence between the Government of India, the India Office and the 
Colonial pffice alt ending with the despatch of the Government of India dated the 
37th May 19^. 

The Mition as it presents itself after a perusal of the whole correbpondencs 
is this : that three out of twelve non official seats in the Fiji Council are given to 
Indians, who have now only one seat. Secondly, the question of municipal 
franchise would be examined by the Local Committee in Fiji on which Indians 
would be represented and a representative of the Government of India would 
be allowed to occasionally visit Fiji and make report upon specific ouestions 
under certain conditions. The correspondence started with the submission of 
a memorandum by the Colonies Committee setting forth the grievenoes of Fiji 
Indians. 


Colon! e^a Committee’s R e p r e a e.n t n t i e n s • 
The Committee on the question of Indian political status, submitted that 
under the deed of cession Fiji was ceded as a possession and dependency of 
the British Crown subject to a condition among others th.'it the rights and in- 
terests of the high chiefs should he recognised so far .is is consistent with 
British sovereignty and colonial form of Government. The Colonies Committee 
appreciate that this implies that these interests must be maintained and have 
no desire to question this. But elective representation on the Legislative 
Council at present enjoyed by the European community is presumably regarded 
as not inconsistent with the terms ot the deed of the cession and it canliardly 
be argued that the grant of a similar status to their Indian follow-subjects 
would infringe ' those terms. Communal franchise as applied in the colonies 
where Indians do not form a minority community is regarded in India as a 
system which is intended to assign an inferior status to Indians as compared 
with, their British fellow-subjects and to limit the growth of their political 
influence in the colonies. As the chief labour force Indians in the islands are 
playing a part essential to the prosperity of the colony. In the ctreumstnnees 
the proposal of the Indian deputation to Fiji that if cornmunal franchise is 
adopted equal representation should be accorded to European and Indian 
conununities appears to the Committee to be fully justified. The Coloaiet 
Committee submit that the importance of the Indian community is not adequately 
reprmnted by the number of scats which it is propo^ to allot to them 
ami tint no measure which does not accord to the Indian community on n 
communal basis representation in Legislative Council at least numerically 
equal to that already accord^ to the non-omctal European community can be 
regarded as consistent with the principle of equality of statu^ . * 

Regarding mnnicipail franchise the Committee said that the Ordinance of 
191$ iwch wms a measure which resulted in the virtual extincticm irf Ixtf g p 
refnesentation on municipal council for the last nine years requited amdiw* 

fie 
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tax iMA 'wMdd fidt wid^ teventy « fodiaat aad lagginad on^Uiaitioat. 
taaclp, the CommitM waated appcriatneat of an agent of the ladtaa Gofem- 
amt in 91^ toheep tfiemeupirtied witfi comet informadon and dwthbr dim! 
miaiindentaadinga. 


I^eply from the Colonial Offiea. 

The ColoDlal Oftee l etfi e d in Hardi ipac emphaidai|i(g die pogitkm created 
by the deed ^ oefiioo and eo^haiteed ^t Indian repreaentatioa could be 
piovided only on conunmial baiia. The Secreury of State for Cohmiee added : 
“It ii propoeed that the FHian representation should be similarly increaeod to 
dttee. Tbe Secretary of State further proposes that the number of Enropeen 
tmoflicial ambers should be reduced by one so that they will not hare a majo- 
rity over the Indian and Fijian representatives. It is understood that me 
anmers of tbe Commitee were agteed foat the official majority must be retained 
and die number of official members will be increased accordingly to preserve 
tbe necessary midoiity. 

^ “In conneetKm with tbe question Indian representation a further special 
consideration and one to whldi the Secretary of State Is inclined to ddnh that 
no sufficient weight has been given, arises from the fact that a very large 
proportion of the Indian residents in Fiji are entitled to repatriation to India 
at the cost of the Fiji Government Of the total Indian population in the 
CokMIy esdmated at abont 651OO0 it is reckoned that approximately 49,500 are 
entitled to repatriation to India at the cost of the Fi ji GovemsseaL fa addi- 
tion there are upwards of 3^000 Indians Introduced during S915 aad 1916 who 
irilli in conraa of time, become entitled to dus privilege.*’ 

On the qneptlon of appointing an meat, the Colonial Ofl^ce aaid that 
“when oral repmentation cf Indians in Fiji have been reasonably met, bidaaas 
will have ample means of securing the adequate ooosideraiion and discuarioa 
cf their views aad mterettt wimout the interventioil of the Government of 
India and that it Is to their own representatives sod not to the agent of aaqdier 
Govomoimit that they should look to express their point of view and to defend 
their intereata. The Colonial Goverammit will, however, invite the Legislative 
Council to provide the funds necessary for the appointment of a senior ofiker 
to take charge of Indian adairs with a seat on tae Legislative Council and 
further in older that reliable information as to the present economic coiadition 
of Indians may be available, it is proposed that a oommittee shoi^ be imme- 
diately appointed on whidi the Ionian community dmald be represented to 
enquire into the focis and report their findings to the Cokmial Government 
trim would publish the report and furnish copies to the Government of India/* 


Th« Govnrnmeat of India’s Decision* 

The Government of India renewed the request that Indians shonid be 
ghsn the right to elect representatives equal to the number of Europeans. Oil 
taa question of appointment of the agent, the Government of India safo that 

S would be agtisfied if a representative* was allowed to visit die oolcay 
llcafiy igpl r ep o r t the omltkm of Indians. But the Colonial Office 
no leasoa to modifo its views. The India Oflice thereupon iafonned thi 
Gover n ment of Jadia : “Tne present correspoadeace regarding fnmdbkit nsd 
odier matters rriative to the position of Indians in Fiii arises from ths 
r e pT e ss fit all a ns made by the Coloniet Committee to the Cedonial Office in logi, 
1m propoaada made by the Colonial Office as a result of representatioasorSm 
Committees are qinte Independent of tbe question of the r e sunmt k m of ladinn 
emigration to Fiji and is understood that the latter qoettk»liai.ntany ipte 
for die time being lapaed. This being * the case, the fiecretaiy of Stats ce^ 
tidefs diat a welcome opportunity of improving the porition of udiaai ih Fp 


regard to ffia finmcldspi tlls 
of a r^esmitettve of ^ QGvonmmpi cf Xgdii 




im>IANS m AOTTEAIM 

inaortaat nuittert aibctmf disir wMixm % 
atm Qi loa hl Ofioe letter of eoth ICetdi loec TWt 
maoAer expects, would efibct a meteHal impioveMal 

of Itadieiit hy giviQff them three out oftweli 

five CooBcil m whiiA only one lodiaii test it et ^ 

Eerl ^ Biiheoheed regards these retttitt of the actkm 
Connittee in 1^5 as a matter for coogratnfotfoo aed he 
Gofensmem of India will now agree that the ofes made Aohfil ha 1 
He foels strongly that it would be undesirable by ptesilag again for 
c oncessi on s to cause fortlier delay in giving enbel lo the nolkyandl 

risk of Its not being adopted. In his view, the conces s ions ni 

reattmhle basis of settlement and he woold not foci jastiM in t 
demand for further concessions.** 

The Government of India finally replied that they adhere lo 
that **the representation proposed for Indians is inadequate. Bnt 4 
nial Office are at present unable to move further in the direction advecaied 
by them, they are prepared to acquiesce in the proposals made and would he 
glad if the Letters Patent can be amended as p r o posed in time to ennMe 
Indians to elect their representatives at the next elembn.” 



Indians in Australia. 

That the position of Indians in Australia had considerably I mp roved and 
their interests were well looked after is evident from a communiqns bmied 
by the Government of India early in January 1917. It says : — 

•* By Acts which have recently been passed by the Goosmonwealth of Parlia- 
ment, the British Indians in Australia ha%*e been admitted lo benefits ^ iraM 
and old age pensions and maternity allowances. Old age pension is nsyma 
to men above 65 ycays of age or above 60 >‘ears if they are permanently mcap^ 
citated fo»’ work and to women alwve 60 years provided such persons are of 
good character and have resided continuously in Australia for at least M yca^ 
Invalid pension is obtainable by persons who, being alw*e 16 years of ay^ nd 
not in receipt of an old age pension, have wWlsi in Australia hccom permanc nUy 
incapacitated for work by reason of an accident or b>’ reas'm of beiag »n invwm 
or bund provided they have resided continuously in Australia for at leas t ^five 
years. Maternity allowance, which has been extended^ 10^ the Asia tic BW iy 
in Australia w^ are British subjects, amounts to £$ *. J 5 f 

every child to which she give? birih in Australia provided tim child is wm awe 
and the woman is an inhabitant of the Commonwealth or inieadi to settle tneiaia. 



The Anti— Colonial Congress. 

Tte lateraatioiuil Anti-Coloiual Congrett which commenced its sittings st 
ths Fninig D'Egmont, Brussels on the loTH OF FEBRUARY 1937 and closed its 
s es s i o ns after six days of almost continuous sitting, marks a new chapter in the 
historjr of the world. It was the most representative gathering that had met in any 
tdim in Asia, America or Europe. It was international not only in spirit but 
also in r^resentation. Unlike the other Internaticnal Congresses held at 
Geneva, Washington and other European towns, it did not consift of delegates 
IrcMD only a few European Imperial powers, assembled to devise better and subtler 
means to maimain and promote separate national and class interests. Delegates 
from all Darts of the woild, from India, China, Syria, Arabia, l&rea, 
In d o nes ia, Indo-China, Annam, Japan, South and North Africa, North and Latin 
America and almost every European State, turned up at Brussels, in spite of 
the short notice and insufficient press propaganda. No less than 175 mandatory 
delegates and goo visitors were present. It was an impressive sight to see the 
black and the white, the brown and the yellow, delegates from Imperialist 
countries, from colonial and semi-colonial lands, representatives of national and 
labour organisations assembled in the large hall of Palais D’Lgmont in the 
ancient and historic town of Brussels. 

Mi. Nehru’s Statement on Behalf of India. 

On the day previous to the formal opening of the Congress the delegates 
of the important countries met the representatives of the Press and made separate 
statements. The following is the full text of Mr. Jawahar Lai Nehru’s statemei|t 
to the press. Mr. Nehru was the delegate of the Indian National Congress to the 
Brussels Congress 

**I am glad to have the opportunity to associate myself on behalf of the 
Indian National Congress and the people of India whom it represents, with the 
aims and objects ot this International Congress. The Indian National Congress 
stands tot the freedom of India ; freedom for the poor and the oppressed from 
nil exploitation. We welcome this Inteinaticnai Ccngiess because, as we under- 
stand It, it has been called together to further these aims and objects in the 
internaiional spheie. We realise that there is much in common in the struggle 
which various subject and semi-subject and oppressed peoples are carrying on 
ICKlay. Their opponents are often tltt same, although they sometime appear in 
difrerent guises ano the means employed lor their subjection are often similar. 
Contact between the various peoples will lead to a better understanding of each 
othBris problems and difficulties and is bound to result in closer co-operaticn which 
most bring success nearer to all. The fabric of Imperialism looks imposing and 
appeals to hold together, but any rent in it will automatically lead to its total 
desuoctioii. 

**lhe Indian National Cengress is necessarily natknal and has nationalism 
as its basis, but as our great leader Mahatma Gandhi had said, our nationalism 
is bssedSen the meat intense internaticnalism. The problem of Indian freedom 
is lor vs a vital and urgently essential cne, but at the same time it is not merely 
a purely national problem. India is a world problem and as in the past so in 
tin iutuss ot)ier ccuntrica and peoples will be vitally afiected by the condition of 
India. 

** To^ay the sirengest and the most far-reaching Imperialism is that of 
Biltain sad British imperialism and policy alwajs have had India as their 
coiner stene. Both Egypt and other parts ot Airica have suffered domination 
because biiii^ Imperialism wanted to strengthen its hold cn India and to protect 
its sea routes to that counuy. The importance of Inaia and her future for 
Uds Intomatkmal Gosfreasia thus obvious. 
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oraaNG or tbs congkess k 

iltetia^ ■oraoMBC hat wdomnd with ^ liwIieM mpatk 
■Mof tha Madoaaliata ia CUaa* it haa baaa .a mattar c 

i— TT- *B.w that the Brithh Gofaramnt ahoirid aaataratoaaa 

eoerce the Chh i eee . Yoo at* probab: 
awm i^^tha Natioaal Cmgreia Im Brotcated hi the attonKcat lathiiiaa 
a^m^aKl tha HttKaabn nembera of the ladiaa Legialatai* warnad f 
niaa tlaa qMatwa n tte Uttalaiiva Aaaenriily, but the Ei«liah Viceroy aMicia* 
‘5!* mattata ot foreiga policv. Mabataia GaadI 

aad the Mm kadert have emphaticaliy on behalf of iha people of Ittdi 
mpRieed iWr aidciU hope that the Chiaeae NaJonalistt will briiw about il 
teal eaaaapatKMi of China, llic Indian press have cundemned the wvemment 
action and maM nMtingt have been hekl in various parts of the c^ntry ft 
the pnrpo^ India to-day is with Cluna, not only because she has every syi 
natlqrkr her bat because she feels that China’s successful <^be me 

hopml sign of the future downfall of imperialism* As ol old iinpeiialiSin 
tiymg to ulOise one subject country to coerce another, but in spite of h> 
veakneas India is apt so weak to-day as to permit heiself to be employed as 
pawn in the imperialist game. 

** The attempts to use India against China make it all the nidre necessa 
fer the ferces of nationalism in the subject naticns to co-operate together for th« 
c onunon good* And 1 trust that this Congress will help us to oring about tl 
ho-opeaatkm and will thus bring nearer the freedom of oppressed nationalities’*. 

Opening of the Congress. 

The CohgKH open^ formally on the loth evening, Mr. S. O. OA VIS of t 
Britfeh Miners^ Association presiding. The President, in his iniroductc 
remnrk% explained the close connection between capitalism and .imperialis 
He proved that the first always led to the second. This mean* tliat, at 
early datCy earlier than the imperialists expect, the entire labour uigamsaiion 
the imperialist countries is bound to lend its fullest support to the natiot 
movements in the colonial and semi-colonial countries. I'be principal speak* 
of the evening were Messrs. Lian, representative of the executive of t 
Kuo Min Tang, Henri Uarbuse, the well*known French author, Jawahar J 
Mehni, Kateyama, the veteran Japanese soaal worker, Vasconceiias, « 
Minister of Education in Mexico and Fenner iirockway, the Sccreuiry 
the Independent Labour Party of England. Speaking on ijchalf ut the Inji 
National Congrem, Mr. Nehru gave a short but very dear expusiiion of * 
aims, meihods and results of British im|jerialisin in India. He pointed * 
that the Indian question was an internatioiuil one, that neighbouring co 
tries like Afghanistan, Burma, Persia, Mesopotamia were deprived of tl 
independence by the English lo safeguard their must prised possession— In* 
He also drew the attention of the Congress to the tact that Indian men ; 
money were being used to fight the wais of a foreign imperialism, and touppi 
other natkms. Concluding, Mr. Nehru demanded the t»iihdrawal of all lore 
troops of occupation from his country and the immediate recognition of Ind 
independence. Mr. Katayama urged ihe leaders of the national movements in 
gnbmiai counttics and of the laoour organisations in the opprcssiiv count 
to be in their demands. He pointed out the cmcienc) 

economic boycott lor gaining national liberty. The ex-Minister of Educatio 
Mexiem gave a lengthy account of that most terrible ot all imperialisms, 
gfMbf ri^ig-* of (lie Umted States, with its subtle methods, sometimes tsr 
'*.pSicvofneacefiilpeAetiation”andat other times ^Hollar Diplomacy.” 
United Statfi, the weaker, had been built through cruelty, ^and no 
nnd tifig n fod ern miracle was to-day threatening the whole hum a ni ty. The 
speaker of tlm evening was Mr. Fenner Brockway of the Independent Lai 
Arty* Mr. Brcckway denounced the British rule of cxploitatum in Indin, 

demned tlm policy of sending troops to China and amured the Indian ana Chi 

defegatkm, STkllest eympate ot his party in tter struggle nmnJM 
.Hfeir ^eStrics from the chitcaes of a feictgn end oppiesstre inq^inias 



mA AHncouymkL^ 

Dttftac ^ hatf dm that lUkiawd the nmmautimofmiooacoiiatriaa 
h polB i^a| w i abg thamdMfc aad aiB» gfiaiperii^^ the diibfaat coaatriei. It 
ivae « <ci»iooi tett aie Jir. Sehni ipohaa d ant ja aiatcamt tothamae. 
thatiaaOJlhamflBmd doamileiaa, aihoe i H B r the npyrrmre “ha, their aioee M 
aeelhada mae Anitac. la «ter iwordaf^theae apaeaadaiia iachoaae betv>eea the 
Bildih](pBpeihliMlaiBdiaf theJvnmJaipsm Korea, the Dotch role 
la fadnaraia aad the flroKh adminittiatKm in their dhbrentcoloaica. 

Oa the hBOQTO MY of the Goagim Ht. ladobii^ nmher ol the tSenm 
Fhfliaanat, amla a loagipe^ lusiag the natkma to aaaaiaiB aa aaited heat aad 
aipo<hM[iheeaayaaf^ IhetiahKafItaBieBfary tabonr Yar^. Be recalled aaother 
laterBificaalChafiiaaiLthe Stuttgart Coagreea. The S.atti^ Coagreaa piaaed 
a teaeto ^ oaamau af the e da^ adiaiaiahm^of th elaiperiJpQireiajBi^ 

ateSSaL^ Mr. jCrlBrnSd^em of^dSae'diahS^S^ the reaolutiaa. 
Ha thaa f efcn ai lo the later 4evele|aaeat ia Mr. MacDonald aad hoa the 
Saiiad SodaMat of ipof becaaie the Miaiaier lor Forriga AiEura in the firat 
I ahoar fifiTumarat Aimer o a M ^ kao wa aaa aha aaa ^reaeat at Stuttgart 
la 1907 aad aha had alaa oaied on hdadf of the rcealulioa aaa Mr. Vanderaeld 
aho Mayia the IGittaier of Foreign /ihifa in Bcllgiaai aad aho’alao refuaed 
the orgaanera of‘'te Unmla anti^^oioaial Coiu^aa tomakeapublicdemon- 
atratioa through the otreeta of firtaaela. Ihe ^nber naked the leaden of the 
Labour organtaadcaa ia the aiqperialiat ooualiiea, not to lore confidence, but to 
unitotheir fotcet aith the aaticnal a ao v e m enta ia die Colonial and oppreaacd 
coontfica in their fight nfMaat ingierialhm and ebaa op picaai on. 

Mr. Harry Polut, a pm nn g on behalf of the Left aing of the Labour oioveiBent 
ia Edglaad, made a apirlted apeech ia which he eimlalaed that the aorking 
claaaea ia England aere oomhig to realiae at laat that uk British occupation of 
India aad oilier Aaiatsc aad African countries aad the tranaferenoeof Britidi 
capital from the Home country to India and China, meant unenmloyment and 
loaeriQg of the atandnrd of hie for die Brstish aorker. The fact alone was 
driving the Labour movement in England luoie and more to the Left. The 
desire to support India in her movement for independence aaa therefore not a 
matter of nmre achtiment to the Dritish worker. To him it aaa a question of 
hia life and exit tence. In other words, to the lar^e mataes of working classes in 
E^landt theo€CU|atkn ol India by England meant only unemployment and 
misery. To them India was a losing concern and therefore they were ready to 
adopt every step to educate the public opinion in England to demand the 
recognition of mian independence. He also explained that the revolutionary 
movement among the working classes was gaining strength every day. As an 
example he told the audience that, while the troops who were being shipped to 
China were parading through the streets of l.c.ndon, me members of his organi- 
sation distributed pamphlets calling on the soldiers not to shoot their Chinese 
fellow-workeis in the event of a war. lie further informed tliem that eve^ soldier 
in the troopship sailing to China had in bis hand a pamphlet explaining the 
nature of struggle in Chioa. The military authorities were aware of these 
activities of the British Laliour organisation : but they recognised the strength 
of the working ebss movem'nt and wisely refrained from taking any action. 
Referriril to the sending ot Indian troops to China, he said that the step was 
tal^ more wttha view to measure the strength of the national movement ia ladb. 

On the THIKD DAY of he Congress there were cnthusbstic scemn when the 
Prtsideit aanounetd that the leader of the recent Syrian revoll” cn whom the 
French Goveinment had pi’^aed a death sentence, and two generals from the 
army had arrived. Ihe whole audience stood on Us feet for full 
five minutes aad gave a tremendous reception to these distingmshed arrivals. 
They explained the nature ol the movements in Syria and China, showing bow 
the’ movements ia their ccimtries were only part of the world-wide movement 
for national cad social emi jcipation. Mr. George Lansbnry who arrived on the 
kmth day, having been detamed in London on account of the Chiaeie debate 
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fai te Home of OoBnooi^ is Ii3i figMos y ee di Mf sMistiisid Ut r spot s rt os 
both OS os ormtor ssd s lociol somr. Ho pomtod oat tho isiorsaliosil 
sigsificosce of tho Ch iao o e m o fo ment , how it toprtiesiod on oi o onrtol itfp 
towordi todol piogf oi o of tho wholo world. Thio fiict okmo, in hio oglnioSi 
siodoit tho duty of every conntry to lond octivo Ott|iport to the eSbrto of woOo»* 
tooeootoiroothemoelveo from tho bounds of foreign importoliom. Mr. Lonobory 
^oo pointed out that at the preeent stage a ^icy of paeidem was likely to 
prove of help only to the imperial powers. Finally, he drew the attentios or Ao 
delegates of the countries to the dangerous and deliberate proMganda carried 
on in all the countries by the imperialist powers in order to mobilise the opinioo 
of the world against Russia. At the end of his speech, delivered with mnch 
feeling. Mr. Lansbury warmly embraced the General of the Cantonese army. 
The whole audience felt the sincerity of that act, and spontaneously stood on 
its feet. Dr. Helene Stocker, the well-known German doctor editor of " The New 
Generation”, who also maintains a nursing home in Berlin for unmarried 
mothers, in a short speech, explained the merits of Gandhi’s doctrine of non^ 
co-operation and passive resistance. She also classified women among the 
oppress^ classes of the world and emphasised the need of emancipating Ae 
women in any scheme of social regenera* ion. 

Almost the last to speak was M. Edo Fennen, Secretary of the International 
Transport Workers’ Ass'Yciafion. which is the most important and influential 
of all the labour organisati'^ns in the aid of statistics drawn from oflicial sources 
how the employment of European capital in India and China was leading to 
unemployment and misery in Europe. In the i8th and 19th centurv. the colonies 
were a paying concern. But to-day things have changed. Capital being 
international, it was being quickly transferred to countries with cheaper iabonr. 
As an example, he mentioned the fact that more than half of the Chinese textile 
industry was in the hands of foreign capitalists. This industry alone employed 
more than three million hands. The hours of work in most cases extended to 
10 hours per day, Sundays not excluded. Nearly 36 per cent of the workers 
were drawn from children. It was easy to understand the eflkets of these deve- 
lopments on the international labour market. The working classes in Europe 
were awakening to these facts and this explained why they were prepared to 
make common cause with the national movements in the oppressed countries. 
He als ) informed tin autlicncc that in Shanghai and other industrial towns of 
China, Chinese capitalists were less exploiting tlian the capitalists from the so- 
called ** civilised conn' ries.” S ;caking on behalf of an ass'icialion which had 
the power of brinj»in*f tin whole machine of nvxlern in lustriat civilisation ton 
standstill, M. Fennen expressed his hope that a well-organised strike would 
bring them all to their final goal at an early date. 


R at elutions. 

I. China and India. 

The last day of the C m^ress was devoted mainly to the patting of resolu- 
tions. Very nearly 40 rcs'ilutions were passe 1 . Three of them are of specini 
im ortance to Inlia. Tim first was the resolution of the Indian delegationi 
moved by the Ojn^rcss delcgnte, Mr. Nehru ; — 

This Congress .'icends its warm sufiport to the Indian National movement 
for comp'ete frceilom of India and is of opinion that lil>eration of India from 
foret'rn domination anl all kin Is of exnloi'ation if an essendal t'ep in full 
emancira ion of the peootrs of Tm world. This Congress trusts tliat peoples 
and workc’S of odm** coiin‘rn-s wi*l '■rd-y c »-opcra'e in rhis task an/| will socially 
take eff ctvc t rps to prevenf 'he il**s'»a ch foreign troops to India and the 
re'.tn in o an ar.ny of occi »a i m in that c • intry. Th'S Congress furher trusts 
lha. the in.ii<sn Na'ional movmrn? • »vill iias; i s prog famine on the full emanci- 
pa dun ot peasants and workers of India widriut which there can be no real 
freedom and will cooperate with movcincnts fur emancipation in the other parig 
of the world”* 



** THE AMTI-COLOIlIAt OONGESflS 

*. Task or trb Workiro Class Forcss. 

ddefRlioM of Briiiih, lodiao and Chiaete aatioiMlities mad* the 
lollowiiig itatement as to the task of working class forces 

We British, Indian and Chinese delegations consider that the task of all 
working class forces in Impenalist countries is fa) to fight for foil emandpatioo side 
by side with natinnal forces in oppressed countries in order to secure complete in- 
dependence wherever such national forces so desire, (b) to oppose all forms of 
coercion against colonial peoples, (c) to vote against all credits, naval military 
and air, for maintenance of armed force to be used against oppressed nations, fd) 
to expoM the horrors of imperialism to civil and military populations, and (e) to 
expcw imperialistic policy in the light of the working class struggle for freedom**. 

3. The Chinese Situation. 

** In relation to the immediate situation in China fi) we demand the imme* 
diate withdrawal of all armed forces from Chinese territory and waters; (2) we 
urge the need of direct action including strikes and imposition of embargo to 
prevent movements of munitions and troops either in India or China and from 
India to China ; (^) estimates relating either to warlike preparations or to war 
shall be voted against ; (4) in the event of armed intervention or open war, 
every effort ^11 be made within the labour movement to use every weapon 
possible in working class struggle to prevent hestilities; (5) we demand the 
unconditional recognition of the Nationalist Government, the abolition of unequal 
treaties and of extra-territorial rights and surrender of foreign concessions; 
and (6) finally, in the interests of trade union and labour movements in Britain, 
India and China, we pledge ourselves to work for their immediate close and active 
co>opefation**. 

4. Indo-Chinese Relations. 

A foint declaration was made by the Ii^ian and Chinese delegates on the 
relations between India and China in the following terms : — 

** For more than three thousand years the people of India and China were 
united by the most intimate cultural ties. From the days of Buddha, to the end 
of the Moghul period and the beginning of British domination in India, this 
friendly in^ercours* continued unintcrrupcd. 

** After the East India Company had secured irs firm hold on she greater part 
of India, the English liegan looking, for new resources of revenue and new 
markets. They not onty introduced poppy cultivation into areas where food 
hiul previously been grown, but also thrust Indian opium on the unwilling Chinese 
people by force of arms. Since that infamous opium war of 1840-1844, Indian 
mercenary troops have been sent again and again to China in support of British 
capitalist brigandage in that country. For 87 years Indian troops have been 
permanently stationed as policemen in Hongkong, Shanghai, etc. Time and 
again, thev have been used to shoot down Chinese workers and have thus created 
ill-will in China against the people of India. Even as we make this declaration, 
Indian trms are again on their way to CUna in an attempt to crush the Chinese 

revolution. ^ 

With the strengthening of British imperialism, India was cut off more and 
more frr>m intercourse with China, and in their cultural and intellectual isolation, 
the Indian people have now become completely ignorant of the condition of China. 

** It is tnii extreme ignorance that makes It difiicult to^ay to organise effec- 
tive means of preventing India’s money and man-jiower from being used for the 
enslavement of the Chinese people. We think it urgent and essential that active 
propaganda should be carried to in India to educate the people regarding China 
and arouse them to the necessity of immediate action. We must now resume 
the ancient, personal, cultural and political relations between the two peopled 
British imperialism which in’ the past has kept us apart and done os so mudi 
injury, is now the very force that Is uniting us in a common endeavour to 
oyertnrow it. 



PT. NBHRtPS SP£BCH ^ 

We trust tlutt tlie leadersof the ladiM moe e ine n t will do «U la their power 
to oo-ordiaate their straggle with dut of the Chioese people so that bfSimal* 
taaeouslf eagaiag British imperialism oa two of its most vital'lroats Chiaa amp 
fooehre active smort ia her preseat strogi^ aad the doal victory of both people 
may be secured ^ 

S. AoaiirsT SsFLOiTATioir. 

Perhaps the aiost importaat resolutioa of the whole Goagress was dm oae 
a ioved by Mr. Beckett, M.P., oa briialf of the ladiaa, Chtaese aad British 
delegatioa. This resolodon mas as follows : 

We, the uadersigaed, British, ladiaa aad Quaeae delggatioBS ooasider that 
the task of all workiag class.fbrces ia imperialist couatries is : 

(f) To fight for foil emaacipatioa side by side with the aadooal forces ia 
oppressed couatries, ia order to ' secure coaiplete iadepeadeace wherever sadi 
aadoual Ibices so 'desire, (s)' To oppose all forois of coercioa against coloalal 
peoples. (}) To vote against all credits, naval military and aerial, fof the nada* 
tenance of armed forces to be used against oppremed nadons. (4) To expose 
foe horrors of imperialism to the civil and military population. (5) To 019000 
ifl^erialistic policy in the light of workiag class struggle hr freedom. 

In relation to the immediate situation in China— 

(i) We demand the immediate withdrawal of all armed forces from rhinssil 
territory and waters. (2) We urge the need of direct action, iacludiag strikes 
aad the imposition of the embargo to prevmit movements of munitions aad troops 
either to India or China and from India to China. (3) That estimates relatiBg 
either to warlike preparations or to war shall be voM against (4) That ia the 
event of armed intervention or open war every effort shall be nme with the 
Labour movement to use every weapon possible to working-dass stnurf^ to 
prevent hostilities. (5) We demand the unconditional recMnluon of the Natioa* 
alist Government the abolition of unequal treaties and or extra territorial righto 
and- surrender of foreign concessions. (6) Fina^, in. the interests of Tfode 
Union Labour movements in Britain, India and Chiaa, we pledge oufselves to 
work for* their immediate close and active co-operationP*. 

The Congress also decided to open a permanent world orgaaisatioa with Its 
head oflke ia Paris and branches in the various countries aad tSsn dispersed. 

F.tt 11 Test of Pt. Nehru’s Speech'. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, delegate of the Indian National Congress, risiar 
to describe the efibcts of the British World Imperialism was greeted with 
stormy ovation by the Assembly. He said 

mfo the greatest pleasure I bring the warm and hearty jgreetiags of tim 
Indian Nationia Congress which has commissioned me to link our national 
movement with this International united effort to fight Imperialism. We ia 
India have experienced the fhll strenth of Imperialisoa. We know accurate 
what it means and we axe naturally interested in every movement which S 
directed against Imperialism. In met, If you want a typical exam^ that 
will help you to uaderstaad the nature aad consequence of Ill9erialisa^ I dtiak 
you will find nothing better tiian India.- From the intemal eondlhen of 
India, as our President has said, it may be understood in what manner foe 
EagUrii laqperialism represses aad exploits the workers. In India you will 
find a wonderful iastaaoe of every phase of Imperialism t^t you may wiih to 
study. Our profi l em s touch os naturally very deeply but^l may say to you 
all, whstimr you coma from China, Egmt and other distant lands, that your 
interesia are bound up with ours. And foe Indian problem too ia of iniqfetc aad 
hnportanoe for you. 

British Misdeads la India. 

I cannot tell you here foe whole history of Indian exploitat i on — h ow Iniia 
la maltroated, tepressad and plandered. Itisa long and vmj sad sim.* And 
sB that I can do ia to bring to your notice one or two orfoanmsthnportant 
filcioce which we have to cons&for pertimtiarly in this Intematto^al Congresf. 



f 10 THE AHTMOUmiAL COHGRBSS 

Yon hm Imucd of tmrioot ditnnfMoeeik mttt i cr tt, «ad nuidM boldMrtai 
•odmottofyon luivt beoid of the Amntsar iaddoati. Do aot bdiovo thot 
hecMie tldi efleir bee riie to giomter tmroer dum aaiw odMot, It ie hi 
aay wairdMiiagahuread die imet epieade in the history of uidin einoe dio 
BfItUheii ceme to ne. Thugr came to tta,aayottdottbtlea|kDOir,hy phtinf one 
pioviaoe ngminat another tmlir they finally estaUtahed themaelYea firmly. Daring 
the whole period of tMraUy, ttiey have followed the <dd policy of** Divide and 
Enle.’* 1 regret to have to any that they atill follow thta policy. The early 
totory of Adr occupation la one of the moat wildeat and moat dumdeu ex- 
annlea we have ever aeen in the hiatory of the world. Even die Bridah Hla- 
tortana who are certainly not quite impartial admit diat the early Hiatory of 
India under Britidi Rule repreaenta an epoch of predatory war,— a period in 
tvhtdi firee 4 )Q 0 tera mwled about and committed plundera and robberiea in the 
land in an unbridled manner. You know perhapa alao of the event whidi ia 
known aa the ** Sepoy Mutiny V and which took place 70 yeara aga It ia called 
80 but if late had willed otherwiae and the ao-called rebela hml been crowned with 
aucceaa, then to-day it would have been called the Indian War of Independence. 
What we have to aay, in all thia, ia that Amritaar waa abaolutely nothing ia com- 
pariaon with what took place during the Sepoy Mutiny. But aince then, each 
thtagahave been conatantly taking place; even to-day random firing ia not 
infrequent. Numberleaa comradea and frienda of oura are detained in priaoa 
without any accuaation and without any trial. Many of our beat comradea in 
India have made priaon their real nome, or they are in exile and cannot come 
back to their fotherland. 


Exjdoitation in India. 

Thia givea riae often to a little aenaation but the real injnriea conumtted 
by the Brinahera in India— the real exploitation ia much more aevere than the 
anootinga and hanginga, which occaalonally give rias to aome diaturbance, the 
ayatematic method in which the workera, labourera and iarmera are being 
'ex|tolted and haa made India what it ia to-day. We read in hiatory, not only 
of the ancient timea, but alao of the modem period of the richea of India, 
bdia haa allured by her ridiea the moat different peoplea from different ex- 
tremitiea of the world, but if now one goea to India, the moat horrible poverty 
atarea him in the face. There he aeea moat of the population do not know 
where they will get their next meal and frequently they do not get it at all. 
Everywhere one meeta theae hungry people or these half-fed people. Thia ia 
the India of to-day. No atatiatica, niqb or numbera are wanted to convince 
you of thia that India haa auffered terrible economic decline and that if definite 
atepa are not taken to prevent thia process India will altogether cease to exist 
as a nation. You know perhaps lijw years ago (immediately after their advent) 
the Britishers apjdied the moat ruthless methods to tender their industries 
profitable for themselves. In those days, the new doctrine of guardianship over 
the Indian people was not menticned, our repression was not leas severe, but 
it was frank, we had a ruthless and <^n exploitation and auppreaaion of all 
Indian industries. It waa bad enough, but worse followed gradually inasmuch 
as our ancient system of education waa destroyed and we were disarmed. In 
the most lOiltitariona ways, the spirit of the Indian people was destroyed and 
it was attenqUed to take away from them, every capacity for active and oons- 
troctlve work. The conscious policy of the Britidier in India was to attempt 
to divide ua. After they have disarmed ua, now they say that we are not fit to 
protect our counfry. After introducing a ^tem of educatfoo which has 
destro^ our aacieat educatioo and haa set ia its place something which is 
ridicuUNialy meagre and wMch teaches ua false hiafory and tries to educate ns 
iattehatmofour own country and in the glorification of England— after all 
these, they tell os now that we nave not aofllcieat culture to be a free aatkm. 

It is now being advertised in file Saglish Press that the Indians fight among 
one another. It should alao be notecf in thia connection, that it is extremely 
exaggerated, that it it alio Ae policy of the British to bring about fiieea die* 
tnrhnneae and to i^nipcn themwherefiwynreinexieteaeenad todoeverylhhif 



Often tte Eafliih point than out lo M indothercountrietaifidlnndtny*- 
Mat these ports of India vhere a kind joT SeU^GortmaMi is in osis tsn ci . 
Other parts^ India are much more adranced» but the BritMiftnget to tell 
oneti^. They forget to tell us that these States are under dieir cam and 
t^t they themselves have hindered preg i ess in them. It is the Britidh who 
^slaved them and now do not allow them to develop. Consider the ceee 
pi the great land-owners. You have here again the iand-tenufe system witeh 
I* of Uia is a feudal system and has been brought to os and hent 

up by the Bntidi. It is altogether diftcult to change it so long as the BrltiSi 
Government is not willisf to do it. In the policy of the British Government in 
Indm we most redran even the Indian princes and great land-owners as their 
conMerat^ because a ftee India would teal to the liberation of the termors 
emloiution. Then again wc often see e harmful agreement between the 
British Capitalists and Indian Cepiteltsta. 

Britiah World Milica. 

A study of the pest history end accounts of the last tew ysars win prove 
that the British world politics is ia a great measure iaflocaced by their ladiea 
possemon. Who can be deceived ter e moment as to what will happea to Great 
Briuia if she does not possess Indie f There would then be no Britiah World- 
Empire. Whet win uke piece In future when Indie is once free f Icsnnocseyi 
but it is certain that the British world-Empiie will cease to exist. From thei^ 
MpiUlistic and imperialistic points of visw, the'British trytodoeverythiaf in 
their power to retain their pemession of India. Their whole tereiga policy it 
to a great part iafloeoced by this aha; theretere ih^ must build upa arm 


But that is not alL On account of India other lands hive suffered and suffer jitill. 
You have heard of the last insunce of theactivity of British Imperialism ia India 
-^thesendiag of Indiaa troops to Chins. They were ssnt inspite of the sharpest 
mositioa offered by the Indian Matkmal Congress. 1 most remind you of tlm 
tect— even to my shame. I must men tion t hat Indian troops were often' used 
to repress other people. 1 read to you tee names of the anmber ol countries 
in which Indian troops have been sent by the English ter their purpese. la 
teeyear iSgo^ they went to China for tee ftrst time» aad ia the year ipayt they 
are still going there and daring this teae, thi^ have teen used three timss 
^mthout number. They were in Egypt. Abyssinia, ia tee Persiaa Gulfy ia 
Meso p o t a m ia, Arabia, Syria, Gaofgm, Hbbet, Afghaaisthan aad Boma. It 
IS a horrifying list. 

AWoeldPiuhleiii. 

I would like you to uadersiaad that ths Indian prohleiir- is not only a aalioa- 
al problem, but it directly aflbets a great number of other eountrics aad it is 
ttf world laiarcst, because, it dirc^ macs to tee greatest and ths most mftnsn* 
Bal rnt peri a l ionofour time. It is dear teat such a sute of thiag s is iasupportable 
ter India. We can’t tderate it any busier, not on^ because Freedom Is 
go^ aad slavery is bad, but because U is a iiuitgtkm of Ute aad death ter us 
and oor oouatry. You too who have come here from tee difbtcat.countrics 
oi the world ca n n o t loleraM these drsodftd chains whtt are also a gicai hiad- 
mce to your own freedom. For us in India, Freedom is a nremidg neossfity. 
^ •y less imp o rt a nt ter you If we win^ our freedom. The now examplca 
natiottaiiscs have ftUed us witehopeaadassoonaopssiihls we 

ami^atem hMteaaamewSt?^ 

a d btdi a possihiliip of iMs 


iiNOIA IN THB 


Inteicnational Economic Conference. 


The Mammg sfatcnmt vat snbniitted hf Mr. N. N. Wadkt Sir Guupbell 
Rhodes and Mr. L. X. Hydar, Members from India to the Intamatioaal Eoann- 
mic Conference, held at Geneva in May 1927: 

** The economic condition of India and ner rdatfeons with the ootside world 
may be very briefly stated. She is r debtor country in the sense that British 
and other foreign capital is invested in her railways and irrigation worhs and 
in some of her indnstnes in escess of her own investments abroad. Onthiscapi- 
tal large sums have to be lemitted annually Iv way of interest, the oflicial re- 
mitunces, which are known as the **110010 Charges*’ and whicn indode pension 
and other sterling didbnrseasents, amounting to between £$9 and £ss miUions 
annually. 

** In order to find the crediu necessary for the liquidation of these claims, both 
official and non-oflicial, it is necessary for India to export every year goods of 
a higher value than the value of her imports ; in other words, to mamtain a 
favourable balance of her visible trade. This result is sitenred by the natural 
surplus of production over consumption within her own borders. Covering a 
vast area, the site of Europe less Russia, with a population which numbers one- 
fifth of the whole human race, the wants of her own people ate sinqile and to a 
large extent satisfied by hm own productions; indeed, local requirements are 
met chiefly from re so u rce s available within reasonably dose proximity to the 
individual consumers. 


Indian Exports. 

*' It will be apparent from lids bri^ summary that the productive effiart of India 
is centred far more on internal than on external markets. Agricultural exports 
of India, which in one finm or another constitute nipe-tentks of near total exports, 
represent at the same time only one-eleventh m her total production. In this 
respect, in her re^anoe chiefly on internal markets no less than in the volume 
and value of her local resources and the extent of her population and area, un- 
hampered by in:er-provincial trade barriers, India presents a picture more closely 
apalogous to that of the United Slates of America than to that of European 
Mies. It Is true that in India, as in Europe, the coaL sled and cotton textile 
industries endure their diare of the prevaUing depreosmn. The depression is 
no less keenly folt because in all thM industries productive capacity is greater 
than it was. Other industries also have developed in die absence of foreign com- 
petition and under the stimulus of high prices durii^ the war. 


Indiahasndoplednf 
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Fiscal Policy. 
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INTERNATIONAL SC 0 N 01 I!C CONFERENCE Mi$ 

tamr praportioB of her imports ladaiUghtlyhiglMr prMortionofherosports* 
While, thanks to a succession of good harvests, agncoitural prodiiction has 
increased, local consumption has in the main increased more rapidiy than exports. 

** As might be expected in a country i rhe ie the pmuilation largely amists 
on agriculture, Government revenues since the war nave been raised diiefly 
through indirect taxation. Thus Customs and exercise receipts account les- 
pectively ibr.sd P«r cent, and sa per cent.* of the total oficial revenues of hudisi 
to which income tax contributes only la per cent 

Period of Deficits. 

** During the years iQiS-19 to loaa-aj, revenue failed to balance expenditure 
and the aggregate of the annual deficits amounted to nearly 1,000 millions of 
rupees. Smre retrenchments and additional taxation have since restaited the 
financial equilibrium of the Government of India. The national debt has incresed 
since 1913*1^ from 1,797 millions of rupee debt and £247 millions of sterling debt 
to 5,a3i, millions and £339 millions. 

** The sterling value of the rupee, which during the earlier years of the current 
century had been stabilised as is. 4d. Increased during the concluding years of 
the war and again during the trade boom which followed, until in the spring of 
1930 it reached its maximum of as. io*i-ad. Thereafter, as trade depression 
developed, exchange fell to approximately is, 3d. in 1921. Subsequently, as a 
result of successive good harvests and fiivourable trade balances, the value of 
the rupee appreciated. By legislation of March 1937 the ratio was fixed at is. fid. 

Rise in Prices. 

India suffered no less than other markets of the world from the rise of prices 
which occurred during the trade boom of 1^19-20 and from the subs^uent 
slump. The economic life of India was affected in many ways : 

(a) Although there is not the same problem of industrial unemployment In 
India as in European countries, yet the usual lag occurred by which the rise of 
wages followed instead of accompanying the rise of prices. When a subsequent 
foil of prices occurred and trade became depressed, a general reduction of wages 
was not found possible. 

(b) For several years after the war a serious gap occurred between the 
prices of raw materiau and the prices of manufoctured goods. Althwh boffi 
sets of prices were higher than pre-war levels, manufoctured goods had appro* 
dated to a greater extent than raw materials. This tendency has had an 
important bearing on India’s trade. Roughly three-quarters of her exports consist 
of raw materials, while the same proportion of imports consist of manufoc* 
tured goods. In other words, a greater productive effort was necessary to enable 
India to purchase the same volume of imports as prewar. In actual foct a 
Gonlpromise was evolved whereby exports Increased (by comparison with per-war) 
during m4 snd 192$, while imports were relath^y Itu. 

($, Fluctuations of jprice nave been no leas serious in India than in other 
markets. One result has been that stocks of staple goods are no logger 
maintained in the world’s markets to die same extent as pre-war, for tlm risk of 
tanpag stocks Is enhanced through the uncertainty of pnces levels. Pkoduoer 
and consumer are thus in doser relations with each ddier dian they were in 
pre-war days, and the efibcts on prices of over and under-productioo are amce 
quickly felt. To this cause may be attributed the growing tendency on dm part 
ofproducersoftea, jute and similar products to oroanisedm marketing of omlf 
poods in Older to counteract those abnormal fluctuations of prios iroldinmst 
inevitabfe occur when the abaenee of siodm permits the unrestrained hnpeet of 
varying demand on varying supply. 

And their Rspereuarions. 

^'From the point of view of lndia-<a point of view donbUemduued by odmr 
great oonntiica producing raw materlids in c o nu non demnnd in dm woridfo 
msrhsts thericwnedrcieftom whichdmeedm toeecepe Is one wherkby flue* 
t na dcn s of pite p r event dm growth of ntmidinrsi thneihBitn^ in the coneu- 
ndngnmrkemagaiaetpnrchBSseofhsrfnw nmisrialefbr iloeki lie aheenoe of 
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tndi stDciEt makes itidf IMt ia tendeacies which exaggerate flactaatioas of price 
aad ao tether diseooraee the growth of conddcace. 

** Faced wirii aot dissimilar difficulties, the maaafactnriog iadiistrief of Europe 
hare heea tbrced iato conditioas of closer aad closer orgaaisatioa. They have 
leaiat that, hi die preseat state of the world’s markets, there is little hope of 
mq^aadiag sales oaless and until costs are reduced. Reductions of cost are 
pciilble ia any one or more of the following directions 

(a) In the organisation of financial and industrial methods, affecting over 
head aad distrihotiag charges ; 

M In the removal of impediments resulting from Government action ; 

icj By economics in lalmr charges ; 

(d) By reductions in the cost of raw materials. 

Organisation and Efficiency. 

** Organisation will undoubtedly play its part in the reduction of overhead 
charges^ Ihe manufacturer must look to Governments to realise the importonce 
of leiDoving all unnecessary impediments to trade. In regard to labour charge, 
while ao actual reduction of wages appears in present circumstances to be 
either possible or desirable, the ccntribution of labour would take the form of 
the Rumination of waste and of increased production as a result of increased 
elBcieacy. 

Indian and World Prosperity. 

**The fourth heading is that with which India as primarily a producer of 
raw materials and other countries similarly situated are chiefly concerned. Her 
contribution towards world economic prosperity can only take the form of pro- 
gressive effnt towards a reduction of agricultural costs, an improvement in the 
quality aad quantity of the crops, and finally, the encouragement of orderly 
marketing. effects of this policy will be beneficial not merely to the producer 
himself in financing him until his crop is finally disposed of and in securing 
him an increased profit by co-opc^ative sales wisely supervised, but also to the 
world in general in more efiScient methods of cultivation and, therefore, in 
greater productivity at equal or reduced cost. 

The Co-operative Movement. 

**The co-operative movement is a means towards this end, and its progress 
in India during the past tv^nty 3*ears l^s been striking. Onl^ last year, a 
Royal Commission was appointed to investigate agricultural conditions in India, 
llm commission has been instructed to explore possible extensions of existing 
activities in ihe field of research and demenst ration, the introduction of improved 
meteds of agriculture and ^the extension of rural credit facilities. It is at 
present engaged .in prosecuting its enquiries, and i.s report is awaited with 
nuteresu 

It must be remembered, however^ that, if real progress is to be made, the 
manulacturer must share with the fuimary producer the advanuges of the 
dieaper and better production of raw materials. The demand for manu&ctured 
goods can only develcm naturally and steadily, as it did in pew-war days, when 
world prices are stabilised, confidence is restored and equilibrium is again main- 
tained De twoqi the costs and profits of producers and manufacturers. Failiim 
Bodi eqatfibnlim, India and the countries at present concerned primarily wim 
tbe production of nw materials are forced either to curtail their purchases of 
maanfoctwed goods, at the expense of their general standardoflifeor.alter- 
aativofo. to pcome more aad more for themsrives those commodities whicn th^ 
hnvo mtherto fBimd it oonvement todiaw from abroad”. 



INDIA IN THB 


International Labour Conference. 


The latematioBal Labour Conlbreiice which ooumeaced its letsioa fai 
Geneva oa the 31st May took a bold aad sigaificaat step ia askiag a rum* 
seatative of aa extra-Europeaa country to take the chair at this session, 
honour was conferred on Sir Atul Chatterjee, the High Commission for India. 

Aa important item on the agenda was me question of Compulsory Sickness 
Insurance which it was proposed to deal with ia the draft conveatioa. The 
session was the most lively. About 45 States were represented aad soom 
delegations were singularly large as^ for instance, the Japaoese Delegation which 
consisted of about 30 members. There was all-round satisfactba at the fact that 
the Employers’ Delegate from India was aa Indian of Mr. Birla’s type. Diibreal 
cominrttees were fairly active and a good deal of spade work was acoom* 
plished. Indian employers’ view-point was expressed ^ Mr. Birla in aa able 
speech whidi won him congratulations from the diflwrent sections of the 
doaference. 

Mr. Bitla'e Speech. 

Speaking on Compulsory Sickness Insurance, Mr. Birla said that although 
India is not hostile, to the principle of such an insurance for labour it found 
itself in a position which rendered the adoption of the sdieme embodied in the 
draft convention impossible. The present scheme was fo mulated with reference 
to European ccnditions and could not suit India whose industries were not in 
the same stage of development and could not consequently bear the same 
burden or strain. Ihen again. Indian labour whose wages were comparatively 
low would hardly fovoqr the scheme which contemplated a contribution of part 
of their income to the insurance fond, established thereunder in^ India. This 

S uestion had not even been discsesed and time was needed to bring India into 
ne with other countries, which had built up their present position, characterised 
by the individual strength given under protection afforded by the tariff wall 
over long periods, in some cases over forty years. He should do his best to 
bring the matter to the notice of the Indian Parliament which he hoped would 
take such steps in this direciion as might appear justified in view of the country’s 
special position, but for the present he must with due deference to the authors 
of the sebeme say it did not suit India and was therefore unacceptable to them. 

Speaking in a general discussion of the Director’s Report Mr. Birla 
touched upon many important points, particularly, that of the establishment of 
a national correspradent of working houia by Japan. 

Discussing tne proposed appointinmit of a national correspondent at Delhi, 
Mr. Birla remarked that, while it was very essential to have such a correspondent 
in India, he doubted wnether Delhi was the suitable place for t^t purpose. 
Calcutta and Bombay being more important business centres in India, Mr. Birla 
thought a national correspondent should be stationed at either of these p l ace t . 
He also maintained that, if they wanted to have t^ trust of Indian Labour, 
they ought to have a correspondent of Indian nationality, aMd to see that the 
literature issued from his effice was not confined to the foreign langu^e. HuMI 
was the most prevalent language in India, being spoken by oi^third of its 
population and easily understood by the remaining population. He suggesied 
that all literature should be issued primarily in Hindi. 

Mr. BitU was glad that notice had been taken of ^ aMim of slavery 
in Nepal He' would draw the Directoi^s attention to a slight misti^ in giving 
its description. Nepal was not an Indian State as win gimeraUy understood 
ftom that descriptive title. Its status was higher, the r^r teieg fpwgd Ute 
MnjemytheKingofNepaL He hoped the inistalm voidd be duly rectified. 


ntTBRKATtONAL LABOUR CONFREEMCK 

llr.Birlavmjf nodi deploreiV diat die Jauaete Govemmeat had beea pat* 
Hag off aader oat exam or other the ratiacatioa of the Wathiagftoa WorUag 
Honre Gtamatioe. He that it was amatiag to fiad ia diese days wliea 
there had beea such a reoiarkable advance ia other civilised cooatries ia regard 
to Labour legislation that the Japaaeae &ctories weie still workiag ia maay cases 
mm fbaa twelve hours a day. He thought at least fi>r the sake of humanityy 
the Govenvneat of Japan should take immediate steps to give effect to the 
Washiagtoa Coavention about the hours of work. 

CoDcluding Mr. Birla imd that he regretted that in the past Indian empio> 
vtn had taken little interest in their representation at the Intematkmal Labour 
Conference. He very much apprecited the remark of the Credentials Committee 
last year that tl^ desired to see countries represented by men of their own 
nationality. Indian employers were no leu keen upon that point now, and he 
hoped that In future they would find them always ready to meet the desire of the 
Credentials Committee in this direction. 

Mr. Giri*s Speech . 

Mr. V. V. Giri, in the course of his speech, expressed grateful thanks 
to Suxuki, the Japanese workers’ delegate, for the noble fraternal sentiments 
he had expressed, especially, his reference to workers in India. He toid 
Sir A. Chatterjee’s chairmanship was an honour not only to India but to the 
East. He congratulated the Director of Labour Office and his colleagues 
oo their wcmderful work on behalf of the workers of the world though he 
declared the Labour Office had not devoted its time and energy to the investi- 
gation into and amelioration of conditions in Mandated Territories and 
eountries like India. The living wages for workers was unheard of in India 
and the system of payment was most unjust to poorer workers. The hours of 
work in railways were from 12 to 14 and even 16 daily, With regard to the 
sickness insurance, it was in a sorry state. The Indian Government considered 
that any practical measure with regard to that question was at present impossible. 
Speaking on the freedom of association, Mr. Giri declared that even organised 
associations in India were particularly suppressed and gagged when the real 
issue between employers and employees arose. 

Mr. Giri askM from the Conference for a clear. statement as to what action 
the International Labour Office had takmi in the matter of recommending to the 
countries like Kenya the abolition of forced labour. He wanted these countries 
to be informed to stop it if they liad not ^-et done so. 

. Paying tribute to Japan for having retrieved the lost name of the East, Mr. 
Giri appealed to that country to improve the conditions of their workmen and 
show to the West that it would be second to none in ameliorating the hard lot 
of her teeming working classes that built the forture of the nation. 

Mr. Giri congratulated the Director and his colleagues of the International 
Labour Office for the great work so far accomplished in the name and on behalf 
of the workeis of the world. Hut while so appreciating, he said, he would not 
be true to himself or just to those whom he represented if he did not tender his 
humble but constructive criticism with a sincere desire to further the objects of 
the great, international organisation, He brought to the notice of tne Con- 
ference that,|perhap8 for reasons heycod control, the International Labour Office 
could not devote that attention and energy to the investigatioa of conditions, 
of workers in special countries which are given various names such as colonies 
protectorates, dependencies and spheres of influence etc., who have the mis- 
ibrtiine to be ruled by European nations and where the workers have to fight 
the capitalists who are more often than not supported by their Government. 
The Ccttference, Mr. Giri submitted, should look to these problems more than 
to the emancipation of the Euroj^n workers, as they were able to contend 
with their masters on equal terms and get their reasonable grievances redressed 
whether by honourable treaties or bf means of legislation, without requiring 
any he^ mmi the Labour office. 

Mr. Giri continued : 1 appeal to my fellow delegates from these countries 

not to consider for a while Oiat I have oeen mnking these statements in a spirit 
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offimlt-Sadiiig but only to remind the International Laboar Ofltee that a toed 
deal has yet to be done in the interests of the poor workers who have no natto^l 
Government of their own. Failure to take great care of their interests will 
rOb this organisation of its weight and prestige and will deprive it of its 
character”. 

Real Representation. 

Mr. Gin then drew the attention of the Conference that subject nations 
were not proMly represented at the Conference by their own men. For In- 
stance the Dutch, the French and the Belgian delegations had only one coloured 
representative as delegate or as adviser. The assumption that these delegations 
represented the colonies was based on a fiction. The Conference, he submittedy 
should insist on proper representation. Then the Conference could get a dear 
idea of the conditions prevailing in those special countries. 

The International Labour Conference should Insist on Governments such 
as the Union of South Africa to send from time to time a workers* delegate. 
The workers there are the natives of the soil and they outnumber the foreigners 
by at least five or six times. The representation of Mr. Clement Cadalii, the 
General Secretary of one of the biggest unions in South Africa should have been 
accepted. He should have been allowed to be a workers’ delegate from Ssuth 
Africa. 

The best way to solve these difiicult questions was, said Mr. Giri, to appoint 
a small committee of enquiry to go to these countries and make a study of the 
conditions there with tne help of the Government and workers of these countries. 
The organisation would then be in a position to judge for itself, 

” Living” Wages. in India. 

Speaking on behalf of the workers of his country, he referred to the * living 
wages’ paid by the Railways in India to their employes which amounted ham 
BAl to i48h. Mr month on which they had to maintain a family of four to five 
persons. On the great economic principle of supply and demand the Govern- 
ment, as agent of the Railways, supporm this scale. 

In conclusion, Mr. Gin emphasised on the need for direct representatioa of 
labour in the Legislatures of the country and pleaded for an investigation into 
the condition of workers in Jute, textile and other industries and for the providing 
of rudimental amenities of labour in those industries. 

Dr. Pareniype'e Speech. 

Dr. Paranjype in the course of his speech expressed the gratification of the 
Government and the people of India at the high honour done to India by the 
selection of the Indian delegate to preside over the Conference. He hoped that 
this was only an indication of the great interest taken all over the world in the 
conditions of lal^ur in India. He was glad to learn of the decision to appoint 
a correspondent of the Labour Office in India and he also strongly supported 
the suggestion of Mr. Birla, that the appeal of Indian workers should be made 
through the vernaculars of India. 

He referred to the Asiatic enquiry, which was being conducted by the 
Labour Office, and said that it would be most useful if high officials, such as the 
Director, were to visit India personally. 

Dealing with the interiial organisation of Labour Office, Dr. Paranjype 
observed that the number of people from eastern countries were comparatmly 
small and hoped that it would be possible to engage a few more people from Indiay 
China, J^mn and other countries, with the object of increasing the usefulnm 
of the Labour Office. . 

Replying to the criticisms of Mr. Gin with regard to the hours of work on 
railways, etc.. Dr. Paranjype declared that no complaint had been made by the 
Legisbtive Assembly, that the Government ol India was not observing to the 
letter and spirit the Hours Convention. The Government of India could hatdly 
be for non-observance of the conventions and recommendatioiisof tft 

International Labour Organisation by the Native States. 
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South African Indian Congress. 

The South African Indian Congrets opened at Jdhanneiborg on the nth 
llarch 107 . The full number of delates were present, including those from 
places as distant as fifteen hundred miles. Great enthusiasm prevailed* 

Opening the seukm Mr* Andrews bore personal testimony to the spirit of 
goodwill and good faith, which pervaded the Round Table Conference at GSape 
Town for which Gen. Hertrog and Dr. Malan were principally responsible. In 
conclusion he asked that not a single word should be spoken which mi^t weaken 
the mutual, trust already established. 

The speeches of the President and the Chairman of the Reception Committee 
indicated liearty acceptance of the agreement as a thoroughly honest attempt at 
a friendly settlement. The Chairman of the Reception Committee said : ^We 
meet in a more pnceful atmosphere to give a verdict on the Round-table Agree- 
ment. It is thejprivilege of the South Afncan Indians to gratefully record the 
honest efforts oi tlie Habibullah Deputation to accomplish a settlement. It is also 
our privilege to record the co-operation and sympathy of Gen. Heruog and Dr. 
Malan, whose admiraUe attempts to understand the Indian viewpmnt have 
equally contributed to bring about a happy change and friendly spirit.” 

Presidential Address. 

Mr. GODFREY, President of the Congress, emphasised that the Indian com- 
munity in South Africa ap p roved the Agreement as a whole and accepted it in the 
spirit in which it was made. He felt the success of the Agreement would mainly 
depend on themselves. He suted that many points were still left undecided and 
much work of criticism would remain to be carried through. But, whatever was 
done, should be accomplished in the friendly spifit which pervaded the Con- 
ference itself. 

Continuing, the President said ” India sent us her most eminent men, sober 
with age, ripe in wisdom and experience. It is my duty to record the vrork of 
the Executive, Messrs. Kajee, Father, Nursoo, Naidu and Ismail who rendered 
admirable service at Capetown with other chosen delegates. Generally spik- 
ing, we approve of the settlement though certain parts we must oppose, especially 
restrictions on the municipal land sales and the tacit refusal to restore our lost 
"municipal franchise. We insist on *no taxation without representation,' as our 
inalienable right. There are also many things undecided needing examination* 
lV>-day we are more concerned with the intention of the Bill than the actual 
wording. We recognise the change of heart and warmly welcome it. It is, as 
Dr. Malan says, an agreement in the nature of an honourable, friendly under- 
standing. Therefore we, Indians, muse regard it even more binding, for, if we 
depart from the honour, we are refusing to act as gentlemen, which is for us 
impossible. 

"We Mieve that this agreement is an indication of South Africa’s desire to do 
right by A. lam certain that, if our resolutions and criticisms are practical and 
useful, tney will receive proper consideration fiom the Union Ministers. There 
is much in the agreement which commends itself, reflecting patience and courage 
of both the Governmen s. 

"We wish, h iwever, to emphasise the fact that, in future, as in the past, we 
shall be sober in our demands, just in our aspirations, persistent in our efforts 
and repudiate all legislation prejiidxial to our honour. We are determined, as 
South Africans, to shoulder the burdens of our adopted countiy as well at claim 
the privileges. We want a definite political status and demand it* 

"During the coming year, our Executive must supply the Agent-General 
with the necessary informatioii enabling him to secure full implementing of tfie 
agreement*'* 
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opbioiL pmj^r-dey ie the chief. When the Del^etion ceme, we wire pHvilMed 
tochteio,QntnnoinereUeocceetone,intenpieweend coneulutioni of tw higntei 
impectanoe. We could not have been treated better, and we woAd denie lo 
leeeidottr natitnde to Menrt. Nttnoo, Canny and RaeuL who renweented 
Tranemnl; Meesii. taiail, JChangool and liahoined Khan, the Gape P ncw dn c e ; 
Ms. Maidtt, Natal ; Mr. Father, the Treasurer of the Congreee ; Mr. Hawn, Vice* 
Prceident ; and alto thiee present, and Mr. Godfrey. We had joint enhcooe* 
miteet with the delegates, entering iaio the minuteit details, we, theretoe^ 
duly eapeew our full satisfaction thanking specially the Hon. lenw te his 
courtety and kindnessi It is a matter iir pride to our community that die Rt. 
Hon. V. S» S. Sastri and Sir Fheroae Sethna were the guests of our esteemed 
ceBeague. Mr. Sorabjee Rusionijee.’* 

Mr. Kaiee then thanked the I n di a n Nadonal Congress, paying a spedal 
tribute to Mahatmaji and Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. The Congress then adjourned* 

Nest day, the ijTH MARCH, when the Congress met, there was remark- 
able unanimity regarding the acceptance of the Round Table Conference ngree- 
ment and grateiul appreciation ot ths work of the delegation with an earnest 
petition to the Viceroy to make Mr. Sastri the first Agent General. 

Division of opinion only came concerning local fssiie^ but a wise decision 
was uken to retain the Durban headquarters of the Congrese and renppoint 
en bloc finr the ensuing year all the Ccmgten officers retiring. Jchanneiburg 
desired to be the headquarters, but Mr. Kaj* e. (Durban) had done such eplsndea 
work that preferably the office remained there. 

Resolnllons. 

The main resolution was fellows: *<The Congress scoepts the Round Table 
Agreement as an honest attempt to find a soluttoo and is prwi a fud to work it 
as such, while reserving the right to protest against confiscation of the municipal 
franchise, the restriction on municipal sales of land and the penalising clauses 
of the Colour Bar Act. The Congress reserves the right critically to examine 
any new draft bill implementing the Agreement. 

A second resolution recorded the heartfelt thanks and deep appredatton of 
the unparalleled services of the Delegation, creating a new friendly atmoepliere 
and reaching a setilentent honourable to both sides, which opened avennues of 
further development to the Indian community in South Africa. 

A third resolution condemned (he unauthorised and misleading cables from 
Durban concerning South African Indian settlement. The stroQgcst Imiguage 
was used concerning this. The so>called Natal Vigilance Association, wfaicn was 
bitterly anti-Cong rcss and ludicrously unrepresen live, was also condemned. 

Another resolution earnestly asked Mr. Sastri to become the Agent General. 

All these resolutions were passed unanimously, and cordially, with the aticog 
support of each province. 



Interpellations in Assembly 

On Indians Abroad. 

Poll-tax on Indians in Kenya, 

On the sytH JANUARY, the Hon. Mr. Bhore, replying to Mr, N. C. Kellcar’s 
question regarding poll-tax on Indians in Kenya, said that the Government had 
received a representation from the Imperial Citizenship Association on Kenya Poll- 
Tax and said : **Yes, I nuw, however, mention that an ordinance on precisely the 
same lines as the Asiatic Poll-Tax Ordinance has been passed by the Kenya 
Legislative Council in resect of European^ but under it Europeans will pay a tax 
of 30 shillings while Indians pi^ so killings only. The Government are in 
communication with the Colonial Government, 

Grant of Permit to Dr. Sudhindra Bose to Visit India. 

On the 31ST JANUAKY Mr. Gaya Prosad Sin^h and Mr. Belvi asked 
with reference to t^ grant of permit or emergency certificate to Dr. Sudhindra 
Bcse to visit India.—** Has the attention of the Government been drawn to his 
letter published in **The Amrita Ba^ar Patrika” dated the 15th December 1916, 
in which he complains "that he has not yet succeeded in getting a permit to 
visit India in spite of the assurance given by Mr. H. S. Amery in the House of 
Commons in February last that Dr. Bose could, at any time, obtain a certificate ? 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to state definitely whether they have any 
objection to allow Dr. Bose to visit India? If they have none, what facilities 
have they*cffered or are willing to offer to Dr. Bcse in this direction ? 

Sir Alexander Muddiman replied : The newspaper article referred to does 
not accurately state the posit icn since his renunciation of Briti^ Indian’ na- 
tionality. On becoming an American citizen shortly after the outbreak of the 
war, Dr. Sudhindra Bcse has on two or three occasions applied for facilities 
to visit India. I have previously stated in this House that it was considered 
inadvisable to grant him a British passport as a passport constitutes a proof 
ot national status and since the judgment of the Supreme Court of the U. S. A. in 
the case ol U. S. A. versus Bhagat Singh Thind, the national status of Indians 
naturalized in the U. S. A. has been a matter of doubt. Dr. Bose was, how*ever, 
informed that the Government of India had no objection to the issue to him of 
an emergency certificate for a direct journey to India. 1 am not aware when 
Dr. Bcse first applied for an emergency certificate. Our failure to issue one to 
him immediately was due to a misunderstanding by the British representatives 
in America. This was corrected and Dr. Bcse was informed by the British 
Embassy early in 1026 that he could have an emergency certificate on application 
to the proper authorities. If, as is alleged, he is still not in possession of the 
certificate, it is to be presumed that he has not applied for it. Dr. Bcse did, 
as a matter of fact, correspond with the British embassy cn the subject in the 
beginning of 1929 when he sought for an assurance that he would be granted 
n safe|Ccnduct and facilities for his return to the United States. This unusual 
assurance the Government ol India were not prepared to give. No conditions 
were laid down for the issue of a certificate. 

Indians in Kenya. 

On the 31ST JANUARY the pcsiticn of Indians in Kenya was raised by 
Mr. Ga) a Prasad Singh who asked: (a) Has the attention of the Government 
tein diawn to the folic wing rc solution passed by the Indian National Congress 
at Gauhati cn the 27th December 1926 that **in the opinicn of the Congress 
the piogtcssively restrictive legislation against the Indian settlers of Kenya as 
indicated by the latest aetten of (he Kenya Government in increasing the original 
poll-tax of 20 Idlings which by currency manipulation, wu raised to 30 sbilBngt 
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. 1 re|dyy uid that aaswer to (a) was ia the aflnaativfw Ae 
(b) the Govmoieot had aot yet received cflkial iafonaatioa oa Ml 
pent bat oadentood that the positioii was as stated. As regards (c) the Hda, 
i to a ber was ausiahea ia sopposiog that indiaas aloae had beea subjected So 
poN-lax. There was also a poll-tax at a Idgher rate oa Eoiopeaas. TheGoveno» 
ant of ladia had made represeataikm reganiiag the system of fiaeariaf 
comamaal edttcatioa ia Kmiya. The aaswer to the aecoad part of this queetioa 
was ia the negative. 

Supplemeatary eaquirks by Messrs 1 C.C. Roy and Mr. Raagaswasd Ingar 
elicited that the Goverameat of India is ia oorrespoadeace with the Colnaial 
Ofioe oa the subject. 


The Fiji Deputatioa*s Report. 


Oa the iST FEBRUARY, replying to a queSikm of MK Gayaprasad Sh^ 
aad the aopplemeatary enquiries of Pandit Hridaynath KaasrUi Mr. Bkore 
declared that the Fiji Deputation’s report was highly oonteatiooa Itspobli- 
catioa would only provoke a rejoiader from Fiji antuorities as diasNCnealiy 
opposed views were neld oa the subject aad would destroy the present atmoi* 
plate of helplol aeg oiiations promising proper settlemeat. 

Kenya ASairs. 

Oafhe pTH FEBRUARY, replyiag to Pandit Hirdayaaath Kyasm, Mr. 
Bhore said that the Government of India were aware that the proposal denmadiag 
an eleemd European majority in the Kenya Legislature had beea awoted by 
leaders of the European aoa-official oonununity ihd the matter was reoeiviag the 
attratiem of the Gnmment of ladia who were alive to the issue involved. 

Replyiiy to Pandit Hirdayaaath Kuairu's supplementary question, Mr. 
Bhore admitted that the Kenya White Paper laid down that the colony would 
iwc get setfgovernment but Mr. Bhore wanted regular notice to aaswer the 
qiiery wheilim Sir B. H* Sanaa had given an oadertaking to puHiih the Fiji 
Kepoei aad as to when the Fiji Goverameat urged the non-publication of tlus 


Position of bkdians ia Fiji. 


Oa the icTH FEBRUARY, replyiag to Gaya Prasad Singh, Mr. J. W. Bhore, 
(Education &cretery) admitted that as condition precedent to the appoiatmeat 
of the Indian Deputaticn, the Fiji Government, in the Fiji Rt^ Gasette la 
June 1921 bad guaranteed that the position of Indians in Fiji would in all 
seipects be equal to that of any other class of His Majesty’s subjects. It was 
true that on the Fiji Advisory Executive Council there was aot a singm ladiaa. *lt 
wan equally true that restrictions had been placed on Indiaas in Fyi ia the 
matter cfkMteriiig in toaas between 11 p. m. and S p-nu, while no such res- 
triclioa existed in the case of Eurqpeai^ Mr. Bhore said that applicatioas 
iir laads by ladiaas were generally limited to fo .acres of agricuKuial land 
with, so acres of grating land, but if an applicant dhowed he had means to woris 
a iarfe area, the application was addom reloaed. as regards any aiape oa 
the pMt of ths Goverameat of India in this direction, they were sdll in corr ea - 


p oa df ace and were naame to 
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Mr. Bhoce said that 
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m INTEKFILLATIONS IN ASSEMBLY 

mmiciptl hmUrn in cemia locilltles inadeby tteCofeotitGciniiii 
GomuBCBt of India and the deoliiont arrived at hy the Celonial (HBoe were 
leeoided in the correspondence on the poeitton or Indlane in Fijivhi^hnd 
been pobUNied In the reioltition of the Government of India No. e4 Oveieeae 
dated the 12th Jannary 1997. These were matters on which the eie^ hMlaa 
lepiesentativee la the load council would be in a position to press the views of 
die Indian community on the Colonial Government and the uovemment of India 
did hot propcse to take any further steps at present. It was understood that 
restrictions were in force regardins gun licences and purchase of arms by 
Ipdiaes but the Government of India have no information as to wbat precisdy 
these restrictions were. No figures were available from whidi inddenee cm 
taxation of different communities in Fiji might be cmnpared. Indians were at 
present represented by one nominated member of the Fiji Legislative Coundt and 
under the decision recently arrived at by the Colonial Oflm will be temporarily 
represented by three nominated members until necessary changes can be made 
In the Letters Patent to enable the Indian community to return 3 elected mem- 
bers to the Council. The question of their representation in municipal councils 
has been referred for the consideration of the Colonial Government and would, 
it is u^erstood, be examined in the first instance by a local committee on which 
the Indian community would be absolutely represented. 

To a further question by the same member, Mr. Bhore replied : ** The Inter- 
Departmental Conference held in London in 1917 published certain proposals 
for a new assisted s>8tem of emigration to Fiji among other colonies ror public 
information and criticism. Assisted emigration to Fiji had not been opened and 
no questicn of enforcing the recontmendations of that conference therefore arises** 



The Council of State. 


The CnuAcil of State commenced itt witfter session on the 8TH FfiBRUARY« 
in the new Council Chamber, New Delhi next to the Legislative AssemblT; Thnm 
was a fair attendance of members. 

Official Business. 

The Secretary read a message from the last Assembly signifying its agree- 
ment to the amendments made by the Council to the Indian Bar Council Bill* 
Thirteen Bills passed by the Central L^islature in the last session and assented 
to by the Governor-General were mentioned. These included the Workmen^ 
Compensation Act, the Cantonment Amendment Act, the Criminal Prooednra 
Code third amendment Act, the Indian Bar Councils Act and the Indian 
Evidence Act. 


Privileges Enquiry Committee’s Repost. 

After about forty Questions had been answered, the President as chairman 
presented the report of tne Committee on the privileges of the House. The Com- 
mittee was appointed at the instance of Mr. K. C. Roy, but he having gone to 
the Assembly, Sir Henry Moncrief Smith presented the report. He addM that 
if the members desired to pursue the matter, then the proper course for them 
was to move resolutions for the recommendations of the Committee being given 
effect to. The resolution should be subject to admission and ballot process. 

The Committee consisted of Sir Mahomed Habibullah, Messrs. S. R. Das, 
J. Crerar, Ramdas Pantulu, Sir Arthur Froom, Sir Umar Hayat Khan and Sir 
Dinshaw Wacha. 

Scope of the Enquiry. 

The first question considered was the scope of the Committee’s deliberations 
with special reference to the following two suggestions by the Hon. Mr. l^i^as 
Paniulu: (i) That where a member of the Council or State has committed an 
election effence, he should be treated as h.*iving committed a breach of privilege 
and his case should be dealt with by the Council and not by ordinary criminal 
Courts; (2) that the privileges and immunities of members of the legfslatutn 
should be incorporated in the Govemmmit of India Act when the Act is next 
amended. It was decided by a majority that questions of general powers, 
privileges and immunities should not be discussed but that the Comniittee, by its 
terms of reference, was only authorised to consider the question of tim privilei^ 
enjoyed by members of the Council as distinct from the privileges of the Oouncil 
as a body. The above two suggestions were, therefore, not considered. 

Members’ Allowances. 

The Hon. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu suggested that members should drily be 
permitted to drew daily allowanoe for 3 days’ residence before and after the 
meetings of the Council insteed of for 7 days as at present. The Committee 
decided unanimously to suggest to the Council to recommend to the Govmmment 
to reduce the existing period of 7 days to 3 days provided that a majority of 
non-official members 01 the Council are 01 that oj^nkm. 

The Committee unanimously decided to enggeet to the Council to recommend 
to the Government that in the cane of non-official membere, a daily allownnee 
at half the daily rate admissible during a session should be paid for days o ccu p ied 
in travelling to and from the' place of ritting cHhe Council provided, (a) that 
the same privilege is extended to the membeis of Aisembly and fb) tiuit the 
gro^U^meets with the approval of a majority of the aoa-ofHdal rnembeif of 
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Tides. 

Tils Comoiittee decided bf m mejority thet tliere ime ao giomds iw die 
elteredoa of the rule by widdi m member eea resenre e ali3]e oomputoieat. The 
Coamuttee, with the excepdoa of the Hoo. Mr. Remdes Peatolay wasoaeai* 
moosly of c^aioa that members of the CooncU ought to retaia the title of *Hoa*ble.* 
The Bisjehty were lorther of opinioa diet in may case, the Committee ought not 
to make aay recommendation on the subject of dtm for the reason that confer- 
meat of honours is a prerogative of the Crown which in India is delegated to 
His Excellency the Viceroy and not to the Governor-General in Council 

Aliowaaoes to Resident Members. 

Tim Hon. Sir Arthur Froom proposed that a member who is a lesideBt of 
the |dace in whidi the Council is sitting should be entitled to receive daily 
allowance. The Committee- decided to suggest to the Council to recommend to 
die Government that in such cases« a member should be made elinble for daily 
allowance for the days on which he attends a sitting of the House or of a 
Committee of which he is a member. 

Position in the Warrant of Precedence. 

The Hon. Mr. Ramadas pantulu proposed that members of both houses should 
be given a definite position in the warrant of precedence. The Coamuttee 
unanimously decided to place on record that it has been brought to Its notice 
that owing to the absence of a place in the warrant of precedence for members 
of the legislature, such members do not always receive on public official occasions 
in the provinces the recognition to which their position entitles them. A majority 
of the Committee were of opinion that they should not make any recommendation 
for the assignment of a fdace in the warrant to members of the Council of State 
as they understand that the warrant is desined to regulate precedence, solely 
of officials amongst themselves. They think, however, that the attention of the 
Government should be. drawn to the necessity of taking steps to secure that 
members of the Council should have a recognised position at public functions of 
the nature referred la 

Exemption from Arms Act. 

The Hon. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu proposed that the privilege of exemption 
from the operation of the Arms .\ct slmold extend to ex-members of the Council 
of State tor life. The Committee decided by a majority that since the Council 
on sfith February 1933 expressly negatived the lesser proposal that ex-members 
Should be entitled to obtain licences, they were not competent to consider this 
question in tite absence of a reference ** ad hoc.*’ 

The Hon. Mr. Ramdas Pantulu prcqiosed that it should be sugjmsted to the 
Council of State to recommend to the Government that the local Governments 
tOioM be fbrbidden to take punitive or preventive action against members of 
the central legislature who were touring in the discharge of their public duties 
without informing the Government of India. The Committee decided to make no 
lecommeadatioii. 

Tim Con^ttee considered the foUovdng three questions whidi were raised 
in the debate on the Hon. Rao Salul> Dr. lUma Rads resolution moved on 
iSth February loefi vis., equal r e p r esentation of the Cou n c i l and the Assembly 
on the-Standing Advisory Committee and like introduction of a larger nundier 
of Important bills in the Council with the coronary of preference ofalainer 
number of bills to a Sdect Committee of the Council and die eatabtishment of a 
convention that voting by the Asaeuibly of grants of the Council of State allowanoe 
etCn riurnld not be made the occasion for attadm upon the GoundL The 
Gommittoe decided that these questions appointing It as it had been decided to 
aohiterpret that resoltttion. 

Official BIOS. 

The Hon. Sir Mahomed Habibonah the intioduced a Bin to amend ffieBresi* 
dent Funds Act of ipssoxlendfef the priviliffes of providing te old age tohB 
classes of edocatfennl uimI adaddstnittve 
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Tlw HoaPlite Mr. & R. Dm mtndiieed Un Bngal Ttaucir Aaofitte 
Amadmat Bin alteriag pemaiary Kmln ia leat Miai M noaaHandad bf Iha 
Civil Instics €So7-ir-*tt:i. 

lira Bimfm introduced the Medres Self Act Amendmeitt BiO eo ai 
to ix the minimum idhuge that could be levied to meet the coet of y event i v u 
eetabHihment which had recently increaved while there had been lowerief of 
ealt doty from Re, e-84per maund to Re. m o meund. The Houae then adjourned^ 
Pfohibitioa of AtohoUc Liquora, 

On the 9TH FEBRUARY, the Hon* Ramadaa Pantolo moved for the 
adoption of a policy of prohibition of die uae of alcoholic Uquoia in local 
adimnlatiadona under the direct control of the Government of Indita He 
confined hia motion to theae local adminiatrationa in oider to raiae the whole 
qoeation of the policy of prohibition aa otherwiie he could not do eo. axcbe 
being a tranaferred aubject in ihe provtncec. The Government*! ppbcy had 
been one of regulation aa bppoeed to prevention or prohibition. Thia policy 
hadf however, been one of mere negation. The Hon. Mr. Ramadaa traced 
the exdee policy from the time of Lord Crew and emphaaiaed that Mr, 
BraynePa amendment for a policy of moderation wai exactly what waa 
laid down in 1898, but which nad uiied to reduce conaumpdon. There were 
rfiltable atatiatica available to ahow that reductiona ia the coaeumpiion of 
alcoholic liquora had not reaulted in a correapoading decreaae in the conaue^ion 
of other cheap drink. Thoa the popular belief that drink evil had grown waa 
abaolutely iuatified. Prohibition waa the need of the h>ur ia the intereata of the 
poor peqde of India, That thia waa poaaible waa hia firm conviction from 
hia atiMy of what waa going in the Madraa Province. He neet^ not, thererefore 
allude to the experience of America. Alcohol waa next to poiaon and atunced 
the growth of the population both in quality and number, 

Mr, Brayne’a Amendment, 

Mr, Brayne moved an amendment that a policy deaignad to promote and 
enaure moderation in the uae of alcoholic liquora be adopted in local adminiatra- 
turns under the direct control of the Government of India, Thia formula beaaidt 
epitomiaed the Government . of Indiana policy deaigned to check conaumpdon by 
hmsdng the aale of liquor and conaulting local opinion wherever poaaible. Pro- 
bibition, on the other hand, waa not moral inaamuch aa it interfered with the 
liberty of the subiecL The SMte had no right to interfere with the domestic 
concerns of individuela, unless there waa evidence of auch aerioua abuae aa to 
prove a menace to the safety and well-being of the population. Moreover, pro* 
nibidon would result in illicit buying and consumption of liquor. Indeed, this 
had heppoed and was happening in America, In areas covered by the 
reaoludon, there waa no evidence ot any great drink evil. Since 1883 there had 
betn a decreaae of so per cent in the quantity of imported liquor and co r f«* 
ponding decrease ia the consumption. This policy would be pursued so that 
iurther progress might be achieved in the rMuction of consumption, Tbia waa 
the only sale and sure oolicv. 

The amendment of Mr. Breyne was put and carried 1 ^ ai against 14 votes* 
The resolution aa amended ' waa then carried, nonotteiaui not challenginf a 


Central Road Fund Sdmma, 

Mr. Suhmwnrdy moved a resolution recommending that the proceeds of 
taxatkm on motor traimport be earmarked in a separate account for rood 
deva l opme n t and tfmt a Central Road Oevelopamnt Fund under the Govefnnwnt 
ef Imua be finrmed, out of which a yearly grant be mode to each locil Govicti* 
ment aceoading to ita needs and neceaaittea fiw the developomnt of qnidmv 
Inmapoit in raral areas for the benefit of the egricokuriata in, indie* Mr, 
SidmwBidy pointed out that his resoluticn was Intended to improve the aodhl 
a^ e cs n a m i c condition of the agricultnriMs. It wonld secure sdktent nfobBIty 
of labour arid would aleo help to cqualtee ihe prices hi agriqritural pieduee ei|i 
The ipeaim suggested that heavy import dntise CB 
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Ml0f tMckt IM to b^coMidwi^r >^ced as rcoommended by the Taxation 
Mqnliy ConmiHee. A heavy taxatton* might bring in a large rmnoe to the 
Govarapeat cofibrs hot tt would act as a restraint on quicker and oonvewent 
tmnaport in luml areas. He gathered from their report that the preeent duty 
wan about 30 per oeae. Reduction of this import doty was sore to give ample 
AmilUiesior tbaincreaseoftrade in rural parts and the Government would not 
have to incur any loss in matters of revenue. He, thnekne, suggest that 
the Government chotdd reduce the import doty on motor vdiides to an appre* 
ciable extent and shotdd earmark the revenue dermd from this sooice esclosively 
irr the Asvelopmem of roads and improvement of rural transport. 

Sir Arthur Froomi while supporting the motion, dia not agree with its 
wording.. Hib» therefore, moved aa amendment for a Committee including 
fOemlbers ojTboth Houses of the Central Legislature to examine the desirability of 
devekipiag Tosdp and to consider the formation of a Central Road Board 
fDC the purpcae of advising in regard to and co-ordinating the policy in respect 
of road developmeot. Sir Arthur emrhaiised that hie amendment was not 
antsgonistic to the main resolution. The present position was that, little 01 
no advantage bad been taken of motor cars arid motor lorries and motor 
transport ; but without good roads there was no um in importing these, modern 
metlMt of transport. The proposal was a productive one, for any development 
of roads would coma back in toe shape of increased agricultural prosperity^ 

Mr. Suhrawardy, thereupon, accepted the amendment! which was carried 
witliottt any dissentient voice. 

Official and Non-Officiali Bills. 

Mr. P. C D. Chari moved that instructions be issued to official members 
oC tbs Central! Legislature to refrain from voting on non-official bills 'and resoki- 
tions in the Indian legislature. He said ttere was no difficulty, legal or cow- 
stitutional, in the way of accepting the motion. The only question was whether 
it was necessary or expedient. The speaker quoted elaborately from the blbntagu- 
Chsimsfbid report to ' show how the present practice vitiated the very object 
whicb'tbeimmeis of the constitution had in view. It should be the object of 
the cgkial- members to give effiect to the constitution and the Government should 
accede to the view expiessed in the motion. The control of the Sectetiary of 
Suite bed been relaxed solely to give full expression to the views of non-official! 
mtmbets and his motion was quite in accordance with that pclicy, It was never 
ths intention of Parliament that the official block should be used in order to 
inditectly defeat the popular view which must be given full scope under the AcU 
The resoltttion was rejected* without division. 

' Separation of Posts and Telegraphs. 

Dr. Rama RajO- moved that the Posts and Telegraph dapartmant aad^ thsir 
ageouais ha separated* He said that the Telegnaph departmens waa working 
at a considerable lose and waa. consequently a heavy drag on the Postal depaivh 
nUPiL Ihis unjust and unequal combination went to> dq^rive thamaaaeawhs 
availed thems^es of the Postal service in a much larges measure than* talagraplh 
of; the benefits of cheep postage# There was no eoonemy eiilier la ths walking 
oftliM;timdepaatiitatSitpge.ther,forinspite of it some old siqierior staff stiui 
continued. Nor was any valid ground adduced by the Government for a# com» 
Uned symm except that telegraph charges wes paid for in postage stamps 
snd there would be difficulty in apportioning revenues in eaoi department. 
Wnhetaladiwas nffimiy gaouad. No* such> difficulty axlstsd in tho caea of 
nifiM receipt stamna. in which various provincial Gowunmentt had nshare'anfr 
MMhdhoiiM;exiai fo thiacaae whersapportionmeDt could he more eerily effitetedi 
Intthe imeminolitha auuneq he urged* the smasation of these two departmenin 
Itanaoia^ waa ta withoittdlvis^ The Council- then adjouiwedi 

Oflfeial Bills. 

On the iiSH FBffEUARY, six official btlls were placed an the oidan 
- Three of dtae Mri,bm lntroduced:at Its firsh rittlaf and two almad) 



Ncm-ov^iAt. ftisoujnoirs «t« 

Oa the motion of the Hon*ble Mn Coihett, the Council egreed to the In- 
teodiictionof the Bill emending the law reletiiig to provision» meintenance end 
oener^ of light honees by the Government in British Indie. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. Des moved for consideretiaa of the Bill emending the 
Bcngel Tenancy Act of 188$. The Council pemed the Bill without diMussion. 

Sir Mehooied Hebibnlleh’s Bill emending the Pravident Fund Act 191$ 
wns teken into cons ideretion. He emphasised that it was to eibrd relief to the 
d^mrving dess of public servants in Vocational institutions. 

The Hon’ble S. R. Das, Law Member, then moved the House for considere* 
tion of the Bill amending the Limitation Act 1908, Secticn so and at as peiMd 
by the Assembly. He said that the alterations mVe in the law were the results 
of suggestions made by the Lower Chamber to the Bill passed by the Council 
last August. 

On the motion of the Law Member, the Council passed the Registration 
Act of iqcA Amendment Bill as passed by the Assembly. 

When the Madras Salt Act Amendment Bill was taken into consideration 
Mr. Ramedes Pantulu expressed his difficulty in according support to a measure 
which led taxation to the Executive. It was a large order to ask the Council 
to entrust the Central Board of Revenue with this power. Any cess levied would 
ultimalely fall on tlie consumer. He wanted statistic4l details relating to liability 
before he agreed to passing the Bill. The House then adjourned. 

Vakils as Chief Justices. 

On the 14TH FEBRUARY another batch of si\ non-official res*luti ns 
was placed for consideration by the Council of State. 

The Hon'ble Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu moved a resolution for the amend- 
ment of the Government of India Act so as to permit the appointment of High 
Court Vakils as permanent Chief Justices of High Courts of Judicature in Ihdii. 
He pointed out that the existing diasbility arose from the construction of the 
ambiguously worded Section 101. The difficulty really lay in the interpretation 
of words in an obscure proviso to the Section, the words being ** includins the 
Chief Justices and excluding Additional Judges.” The matter came to a head 
when- Sir K. Srinivasa Iyengar was^ proposed to be appointed as the Chief 
Justice of the Madras High Court and at that time His Majesty's Governmeat 
was advised not to depart from the existing practic**. The la*e Mr. Montagu 
was ready to recognise that Vakils were as able as Barristers anJ therefore 
should not be prevented from being raised to the rank of permanent Chief 
Justiee. Yet in the year of grace of 1927 the provision was there not only at 
an anomaly, but as a barbarous anachronism. The Law Membership of (be 
Government of India was thrown open to Vakils and two appointments on (be 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council were also thrown open to Vakils. But 
whileaValdl'COuld act as a Chief Justice, he was not allowed to hold the poet 
pennenently. With few notable exceptioas, Barrister Chief Justices had been 
found sadly wanting in essential qualities for the pest. 

Tbft motion was withdrawn. 

Transfor of Army Heed-Quaiters» 

Sir Ebrahim .Jaffer moved that orders for the transfer of Poona district 
heed-onarters from Poona to Secunderabad be immediately cancelled. He 
wishea to make it clear that he had ebtolutely no intention of interforing with 
enymiliury etretegy. As soon as the move was mooted, citizens and public 
boaice of Poona expressed their disapproval of the change. Many mseiiiigs ofr 
protest had been held in an endeavour to persuade the Army Department to 
coneider their decisicn. He opposed this move on behalf of the Pooea dtisenei 
honse-lfoldnrs, shop-keepers end merchants who fenred considerable losi at n 
time when trade depression was heginaiag to pick up. He opposed the trnaefor 
on eoononucel giounde as well as a large sum of money would have lobe ppsnt 
on erection of n new hu^nlow end heed-querters office at Secundernhad, 

Tim icaointion nna meied. 
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Tim M^Okmtl DeoMuid* 

TheMrtTMoltttkmofKtiiiiarSiidDerRoy^ te effect Uitig gtmi 

to IIm MotioBel Demaad was out moved ibilowiiig tlw mm mp ie of m embt it hi 
ibiAeicBbifi 

Ameadmeat of laoome-Tax Act. 

Mb F. C Detikachari moved the fi^Uowiaf teaolatioa :— ** This Gooadl 
faooouaeads to the Goveraor-Geaeral ia Couaal to iatiddaoe a Bill ia the 
Ceatial Lcfhlatare to amead the ladlaa lacome-tax Act by the iatrodoctioa of 
to) a proviaicacoEagKihliBet Ibrallowaiiceeia respect of whreSi childrea aad 
depeadaats of aieessee, (b) a piovitioa oa Eaglish liaes ibr dbjcctloas aad 
appeals agaiast asadameat, (c) a ptovisicn for differeatiatioo for iacoaie-tax 
puipcaes betwecB earaed aad oaearaed iifooiiies aad (d)a proviaioa tegiviag 
effect to 4he rccomaieBdaticB of the Taxatita Eaqniry Gnoinittee for settiqg 
df tito leas suataiaed in one year asatnst prefits earaed la a subsequent year”. 

Mr. Chari, in a kag speech, referred in detail to the English practice nader 
eadi head a^ quoted also the vieas of Dr. Paranipye of the TaxatioB En« 
qoiry Committee oa the subject. The principles embodied in the resolntioa 
were all admittedly sound aad he saw no iasurmooatable objection do their being 
iacoipotatcd ia Indian law. 

& Man^jee Dadabhoy, supportiQg the resolution, said most of the 
ameadmeats urged in the law were of the right character. His opinion was 
that these most be adopted immediately but for unfortunate reasons, neither 
the Couactl nor the AsscniLly had discussed the Taxation Committee’s report 
which dealt with several questiens concerning taxaiicn. He, therefore, endorsed 
the view generally expressed and ia order to give it a practical touch he moved 
an amendment for a committee of members of both Houses of the Ceatral Legis- 
latare to. consider the desirability of amending the Income-tax Act oa the lines 
sitggested by the mover. 

Mr. D^kachari agreed to the amendment for a Committee and the resolu- 
tion as amended was carried, the Government aot challengiag a division. 

later-Qais Accommodation in S. 1. R. 

Mr. Rama Rao moved for proviskm of inter-class accommodatioB ia the 
South ladiaa Railway, both metre and broad gauges, and fixing of the fiure for 
tlmt class at five pies per mile, the same as that charged By the Madras and 
Southern M^atta * Railway Company. The mover criticised the South Indian 
Railwf y Administration and said that the Railway Company had been delyiag 
puUic opintcn in the matter of providing and improving intei-class accommoda- 
tion in their tiains. Ihey had even suppressed the fact of provision of inter-dass 
accommedation ia up and down Ceykn boat Mails from their budget submitted 
to the Government last year. Toe Government had also made a misleading 
and incorrect statement ia the proceedings of the . Standing Finance Commitee 
for railways that there was no inter-class in S. L R., though actually there was 
iater-dass provided in two trains at last, albeit experimentally. A maximum 
nite of 7)2 pics per mile was collected from passengers. He quoted tacts 
aad figure! to mw that the iater-clasa was popular in & L R. and urged on 
tte Govenuneat to uke immediate steps to have intar-class accommodatioa 
provide^ la all mail and passenger iiains of the S. I. Railway, both metre and 
MOad gauges, aad to fix the fare at five ^ss per mile. 

The Ught-Hooset BilL 

On the ssTH FEBRUARY, the Council of State agreed to the motioa of 
Hr. Corbett that ** 1 hie Council do rccomoicad to the LegidaUve As ee mbl y that 
the Bto to CDasblidaie aad amead the law relating to the provision, mainirnaaca 
aad coattrolof lit^t houses by tbs Goveimmnt in British India be referred to a 
Joint Conaaittee of this Council aad cl the Legielative Aeiembly aad that the 
joint Oommittaedo coneietof lamembmi*” 

The Law Mcmher than moved that the bill relating to finreeie, transit of 
fovsit produce aad doty kviabieca timber aad other forest produce be taken 
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tilt bW wii then tahwi fawo maiidimrioa tad oa tilt awdwirf tlitUtfi 
|lanlitr,aftoreertainYtrbdtlttrmtioBttebiUMtitttd witptittd* 

Septfmta Pvoviaet far tht Aadhrtt. 

Ob fat |6TH FEBRUARY* fonr aoB-ofacitl retolutioBt mppttitd qb fat 
cfedtr witr whtt the Councit met, Mr, R%mtdts Paattltt m*ivtd 

**Tliit CooBctl rteommetde to the Govtmor-Gtotrtl In Gonadl lottvltt 
Hit Mtittty't Goverament to take ttich ttept at may be required to coattitate 
tbtAadhrm Telogu dittrictt iato a separate proviaee with a fall oMaaartof 
retpoatible Goverameat,*’ 

Mr. Rainadat Paatulu traced the Idttory of this quettioa at treat leagtik 
ta particular, he referred to the coadltioat laid down by Mr, Crtrar, Hoaw 
Secretary, when a propstition for the teparadoa of proviaeet oa a th^faMe 
hatit was brought forward last year. At that time, the coaditioas meatioatd 
were that the community concerned must express themselves 6rst in fae BMMr« 
teooadly* (hat there must be a strong exprestioa of public opiaioa aad fahnUiL 
paldic opinion most ia the first instant be expressed through the primary aM 
coasdtutioaal chaaaei, i.e„ Legislative Council, Alt these coaditioBS had baea 
falfilled ia the case of Andhra districts. Successive conferences of the Aadhrai 
hrid under distinguished persont like Sir B. N. Sarma, Raia of Paaagal and 
Dewan Bahadur Ramacnandra Rao had expressed themselves ia favour of a 
smrate province. The Andhras were poUticxlly-minded, progressive peopfa i 
There was practically unanimity of opinion among the Andhra membars of the 
Madras Legislative Council in favour of a separate province. The daim of fan 
Andhras lor a separate province was recently conceded by the esuhUfaamt of 
a separate university. In pleading for a separate province, Mr, Ranmdas Faaiula 
said he had in his mind the constitutional future of India as a fideial Ibrai of 
Government, In outlining the scheme of Government for the Andhra districis* 
Mr, Ramadas Pantulu said: (t) The province is to be a unit of a coagariee of 
selfigoveming Indian provinces associate! for certain purposes imder a re s pea* 
sible Government of India on a truly federal and ouasi-federal basis, fa) Jhk 
Governor of fae province most be strictly a ooastitutional Govaraor, M Tbe 
provinces diQuIdnave a unicameral, not a bicameral legislature entirely eieclsd 
on the* basis of universal adult franchise and oa a system of proportioaal 
representation by a single transferable v(Me, A second chamber in a lew fa g i e 
laf ure contemplated by Section 84-A, Government of India Ac% is a grave danger 
which is to be guarded against. (4) The Executive sh>iild be uadivklad Md 
diarchy should completely disappear. The Executive shiul J be fully respeasihle 
to fae legislature. (5) The province faould enjoy as complete a measara of 
BkM autonomy as is compatible with its relations to the Central Goverameat 
aad any agreed scheme of financial adjustments between fae twa (6) Civil 
service Should be organised and recruited on a provincial basis except sudi alU 
India services as may be agreed upon between tbe Provincial and tbe Csatval 
Goverameats. Covenanted Indian Civil Service should be abolisbed. (y) The 
Gb v Sr a meat of India should also be a Goverament responsible to the legiamtove. 
IbedefaBcesoffaecountry will be fae exclusive province of the Central Govern* 

The leaolutioo was put and lost, 38 voting against and 11 far. 

Road and Railway Bridge at Maagalore, 

Dr. Ream Rao moved his resolotiaa asking that Netravati Bridga near 
Maagaloffe on the S, 1 . Railway line be made available also far cart trafag 
b et wot a Maagalore aad neighbouring villages of Uilal, Permanox, IColsfcnr ala» 
He said that owing to coageation ia Mangalore aad coaseqaeat aahaalfaiMm 
of the towa fait extension was decided upon by Mr. Vibert, a fiamar CoBaciar 
of Bonfa Kaaara aad fae village of Ullai is now nowing iaio a spliadid 
gmrdea city faroimh private eaterprise resembling Melahar Hill of Boinhay in 
all le^ecta. The Netravati river betweea Mangalore aad Ullal la not faafahia 
aace p t by boats aa^ dnriag fae floods, passage is leademd aiamsc tamenfadfa 
iii rsqamtsd tbs Govenaaeat to make some provision far cart trafac alqaf dM 
caMniqr bridfs wUeb bs said could be conveaienlly done as fas bfidfsoiil 
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flMMt«nd suitably oaoM fo the {wrpott luri tbns aivs lom ssUef 
io snimaa llangalomaui. Hie lueolodoii was witUrawa. 

Utilising iatarest oa IfuSIfne’ Dcspesits 

Sir Sbcabia JeSbr aMved that et^ be talDoa to aieke available hir the 
ImproveaieBt aad exfaaiioB of Mesliai educatioa all aitereit accrttlM irani 
Se^te kl postal eavkigs baaks aad Coveraaieat Securitiee bdoogmg to Sitnal- 
aieasalndo aot, owiaa to religiooe scruples, receive iaterest thmfroai aad 
Suit tUs anraageiaeat be givea imaiedaate effect ia the provtacee ia which 
Musltai public opiaioa it agreeable to the scheme. The mover poiated out that a 
saauaary of the opiaioas S proviacial and other miaor Goveraments as forwarded 
to the Gioverameat of India on the subject showed that the majority of Musliois 
OBasulted ape in favour of the formation of a fund £6r the purpose he had 
auggcMd aad the majority consider that no serious religious susceptibilities of 
the pmmnkf vdll be offeaded. The majority of local Governments also did 
act raise any objection in the scheme. There was a Sieht opposition to the 
pnifwaal on die part of a minority and lor this reason he had moved in his 
tasulutioa that the scheme be put into immediate operation only in provinces 
ahsre there was no special opposition. 

The niotioa was declared carried, the Government not Uiallcngiag a division. 


Revision of G>urt Fees. 

Ob tbe ssND FEBRUARY, Mr. P. C. Deiskachari moved for the appointment 
Off an fi^ert committee with a non-official majority to revise the Court Fees Act 
aad the schedide thereto in such a manner as to pitch the scale of court fees as 
low as poasible consistently with the production of revenue just sufficient to cover 
all aorta of administtalion of civil justice. He said that capital expenditure 
be borne by the general taxpayer while the cost of maintenance alone 
uppaid he borne by litigants. He was not for increasiug litigation but honest 
iittgntioB ahottld not be checked. The existing schedule was very defective inas- 
awdli as there was no scientific adjustment in rate. His purpM in asking 
Ibr an enqniry was to see that there was a more equitable and rational basis of 
levying ms. He suggested levying of initial fees and then increasing the 
lata so that there should be no element of taxation but only of penalty. The 
repdatioa was lost. 

Restrictions on Medical Practitioners. 


Dr. U. Rama Rao moved that restrictions now imposed on registered amdi- 
esi practitkmers who did their own dispensing in respect of such matters as 
WiBteaaace of detailed accounts for opium preparations prescribed or dispensed 
by diM as medicines ibr their patients be relaxed. 

Dr. Rama Rao said that the Excise Department was ratfaar harsh on the 
amdlcal piolesiioa when it demanded of them to maiataia detailed acoouatt 
Ibr every little bit of o turn they prescribed aad dimased, eapedmtty when 
•ach small doses in oombiaatioa with other drugs could not induce tlse drug 
habit in a patient or produce iatoxlmuimw While a licenced opiiaa vendor 
could sdl one tola of opium at a time to any individual who asked for jt aad 
when that hMividnal could dexterously manage to get as mudi opium as he 
wanted aihvided he did not possess more than one tola with him at a lime. 
He foiled to see why a medical roan aloae could not be trusted more dun the 
lirimssil vendor and should be harassed and treated as if he were a suspect, 
fin wpstod the Cfovenunent lo be nmre generous to the professkm aad asked 
toim tb satax thoae cxdte rules to as to ^vo tfasm lets worry and mom f ree d o m 
of aPtfoa ia roiptfd to opium pmsctipiioaib 

Mr. Brayim^M bdiaff of dm Govenaaeat, poiattd out that it was a provia- 
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tl» acute hiidleet ofa immatiet aad the aiiteaqr oTaa adaMa- 
tMoc. He aleo adnoirledgea the larfe-hearted hospitality eateiM te the 
ever aiaee their arrival ia South Africa aad tiU tWaMWMSl of tair 

^iMarhy to Mr. Ramadas Paatulu’s eonplatiit that the kgiriatuve aae aol 
ratifying the agreement. Sir Mahomed referied to the nsnal 
pracm of the Government of India which, in the caie of treaties a»l agree- 
ments never consulted the legislature before ratitotion. This was the case 
nyher of Parliament as well. Why, Dr, Malan, the Minister of the 
imnor of a demociatic Government himself, announced the terms in the South 
Ahmn Parliament hy saying that the settlement had been ratlSed and that 
tne rarliameat could diKust it later ? Ad mitting for the sake of argument that 
um legislature had a right'to be consulted before ratiScation, then Sr Mumied 
m^nrethat the Council would have given whole-hearted support to it and 
nothing like acrimonius discussion thereon. However, 
he noted Mr. Ramadas Pantu|u*s point that political and municipal franchise 
yy * hot conferred on Indians in S^uth Africa. He felt sure that as Icelings 
between the two countries would grow and the atmosphere gained accession of 
htrm^th on the side of Indians the grant of these rights would adjust teniapivcs 
to the prevailing conditions. The settlement now arrived at might be regarded 
*iL * Jh^l<hle to the pouibility of such a condition. Mr. Pantulu had remarked 
mt Srath African Indian opinion must be consulted on this settlement. 
According to a Reuter’s telegram received to-day, it appeared that all sl^es 
OT opinion m the Cape Province applauded the Indian agreement (Swarajbt 
Beams : Hear, hear). So, there need be no misgivings on that score. 

Proceeding, Sir Mahomed acknowledged the services to India of Mr. C F, 
Andrews who acted as a valuable link between the delegation and the Indian 
community in South Africa. Concluding he said If 1 may borrow a simile 
htii^eMtation was like a body of medical practitioners who were summoned 
to South Africa to examine a patient whose conditions had been pronounc^ to 
he critical and who was suffering from a chronic disease. We went there, we 
mmmin^ the patient, diagonised the disease and applied a certain rem^y. 
V^le leaving the patient, we returned with the satisiaction that he had tufn^ 
the Mmer. That does not mean that he does not need further nursing and 
Iming after. He will continue to be nursed anc) treated. We hope that from 
make progress until he is himself again. 

The resolution was adoptd unanimously amidst general cheers. The Council 
then adjourned. 

Agricultural indebtedness. 

On the S4TH FEBRUARY, Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu moved his resolution 
re€ommendin|[ the adoption of measures for the reduction of agricultural indeb- 
t^ness in India and to establish land mortgage banks to provide the agriculturists 
with long term and easy and productive credit. Mr. Ramadas described the 
poBitioa of the agriculturists as one of chronic poverty leading to low agricultural 
production, ’lliere had been no organised attem^ in India to consider dm 
quistion as a whole. The fact, however, was known that agricultural indebtodasss 
amounted to 600 crores and there was general agreement that this indehtednem 
was mcreasipg. Low economic efficiency of the ryot led to deterioration of sod and 
impaired t||e productivity of land. Land being a national assets the State was 
hound topmrveits economic stotc; Moreover, it was the State which derived 
nmet of its income from land. Mr, Ramadas quoted the views of Sir Edward 
M a dag an in support of his agrument and opined that the best method ofsohring 
we meblem was to estabiSh land mortgage banks to provide ag'ricnltuiiils 
widi Ipue term easy and productive ciadit. 

..ConiiBuiag Mr. Ramadas Paniutu s^ that these banks*coiM not ha alarad 
widuMR State aid. This Stats aid should take the form of Governamni iwiilal- 
mg aseeteme pt vnlue of lapds. Secondly* the interest of debentures ffimM Iw 
ponvanised by Sute till they become popular. Then the Stale shmdd .alsu 
wvett in mortgage henhe m ene yi lying in d^oeit with it at little or no ^wet ,, 
Lastly, the Thmt Act ihould he 10 amended as to permit of investnmnt In hahhb 
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Tile Cottncil divided end the retolution was carried. The Conncit then 
ndjoumed till the 28th when the general budget watpresented* The Steel Pit»- 
Mtion Bill was discussed on 1 March. 

Steel Protection Bill > 

On the iST MARCH Sir George Rainey, in moving that the Indian Steel 
Industry Protection Bill as passed by the Legislative Assembly be taken into con* 
sideration, spDke hr a little over one hour. After briefly referring to the history 
of protective movement of steel industry in this country, he pointed out that three 
classes of steel in Jamshedpur required no fresh protection and they were fish 
places, ‘sleepers and tin bar. Heavy and medium rails and galvanised sheet 
required not onl^ isji per cent protection, but for other classes of steel revenue 
duty would give inadequate protection and substantial addition to it waf, there- 
fore, nreessary. After comparing the difference in duties as existed now and as 
proposed. Sir George Rainey explained tliat heavy as the drop had been in the 
prices of imported steel, the cost of production had come down even more 
substantially, while the output of finished steel at Jamshedpur promised to be 
half as large aj^ain as the output which was believed to represent the full capacity 
of the works in 1924. Continuing, Sir George said that the Tata Steel Company 
was hoping now to reduce the cost of production in Jamshedpur and by April 1934 
they would be able ta dispense with any scheme of protection from the Gi. /ern- 
ment.^ ARer explaining to the House the method adopted by the Tariff Board 
in fixing the cost of production of steel in Jamshedpur, the speaker went on to 
say that the measure of protection now sought to be given was the difference 
between the fair selling price for Indian manufactures and the estimated price 
at which imported steel entered India. Explaining why purchasers were willing 
to pay extra to get Hnlish steel, Sir George said that British steel was made to 
wliat was known as the British standard of specification laid down by the British 
Engineering Association in consultation with the users and manufacturers. If 
neither British nor crmtinental steel could be used to determine the measure 
of protection, it was natural to ask why the 1924 plan should not be adopted. 
If it was, the price of standard steel would become unmanageably high. Apart 
from this, it was impossible to fix the amount of duty unless it could first be 
ascertain^ what proportion of his output the Indian manufacturer would tell 
to the purchasers who would pay British price and what proportion to those 
who would only pay continental price. Continuing, ,Sir George maintained that 
in view of India’s treaty obligations it was impracticable to impose a basic 
doty on British steel and anti-dumping duties on steel imported from particular 
countries. On the scheme to combine protective duties with bounties, the speaker 
said that in proportion as protective duties achieved their object the payment of 
bounties became financially impossible. On the proposal to difierentiate betw^n 
extmstve standard steel and cheap standard steel, he said each class supplied 
a difierent demand and, therefore, differentiation was impossible. 

After examining at length the alternative schemes brought forward before 
the Assembly Sir George answered the criticism in respect of alleged iniperiel 
preference in the Bill. The Government, he said, were actuated by no motive 
other than that India should benefit. After explaining, the reasons why mti- 
nental steel was cheaper because of certain methods adopted in the coQlineat 
for production of such steel. Sir George said that the proposed scheme was tl^ 
work of an entirely isnpartial body and h^ a strong claim to the eadoriefnest of 
the council of State. 

Mr. Ramadas’t Amendment. 

Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu then moved his amendment laying down that it 
was open to the Governor-General in Council if satisfied that articles part 

seven of the schedule were being imported at such a price as was likely to 
render infective the protection intended to be affordM to simtlar articles 
produced in India to increase such duty by notification as be thought fiU 

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu said the comMned elfoct of the sebem of dlMenti^ 
duties and the oflidal echeme was open to grave objections of a pouticai and 
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•ooiioiii S c dHumcler. TIm Britidi prwaa^ the Anglo^ladiM pnm wm gloetfaig 
beer the cofbmitlel of the Aee emb iy to thie pria/ciple at m good oimry lor the 
fiitore of Britidi trade. Ecoaomic objectioai were equally eerioue if aot more. 
The fdMoie impoeed uimeceiiary butden on the coatomer of at least Re. 40 lakhs 
per anBum computed oa a cautious basis without benefit to the Indian todustry. 
This additional burden operated to adbrd a generous measure of preference to 
the British manufactorers and pot iH^itimate protective duties into the pqcket 
of M Government. The consumers of steel in places like Madras, Bombay, 
Kandu and Burma were compdled! to pay Ugher prices for continental steel 
with which the Tatas did not compete. Then there was a real danger if 
inforior steel was placed on the Indian market at a high cost. His scheme was 
this. Duties to oe imposed were duties proposed in the official Kheme for 
British manufactures and called«basic duties, nis duty was to be uidform on 
steel coming into India from any source instead of additional duties now pro- 
posed. To protect Tatas against contineatal competition an amount equal to 
additional dutv diould be given by way of bounties. The amount o these 
bounties would approximately be Rt. 2$^ lakhs, a fund from which could be paid 
the excess of the amount realised by protection duties over ordinary revenue 
duties. This excess was estimated at Rs. 6 k lakhs. The merits of this scheme 
were that h would eliminate the most objectionable feature of securing British 
preference besides removing unnecessary burden from off the shoulders of the 
consumers. It would not at any rate heighten it. It would also prevent the 
Government deriving additional illegitimate revenue from protective duties and 
finally afford the same protection to Indian industry as the official scheme without 
its draw^cki. 

The House then divided and rejected Mr. Pantulu’s amendment by 5s 
against ii voles. Clause two was then passed withous opposition. 

Sir Sankaran’s Amendment 

Sir Sankaran Nair then moved the insertion of a new clause after clause 
two to the cffiuct that if was shown that there was no difference in quality 
between articles of British and non-British manufacture, no protective duty at 
special or difierenttal should be imposed. Sir Sankaran Nair said that Eng- 
land was anxious to exclude the Luxumberg Steel combine and prevent conti* 
nental steel from competing with ker. In the present state of India’s mind, 
the Government should mol do anything that smacked of this. 

Continuing, Sir Sankaran said that if centinenta! sted was satisfactorily 
shown to be or the same quality as British standard steel, no differential duties 
diould be levied. In wCher words, his amendment wanted a .distinction to be 
made not between British and continental steel but between standard and non- 
standard steel. 

Sir Sankaran’s amendment was tluown out by 50 against u. The House, 
thereafter, passed all clauses of the bill. 

Bill PasKd. 

Mr. Pantulu did not move his other two amendments as they were inter- 
related to his first one which bad already been rejected by the House. 

Sir George Rainey then moved that the bill as it stood be passed. Seth 
Govindas, in opposing toe motion cn behalf of the Congress Party, said they 
were nqf against the protection of indigenous industry, but they weve strongly 
oppo^ to imperial preference introduced in dbe bill. Sir George Rainey not 
replying the motion was put to vote and carried without division. Tbe House 
them adjourned. 

On the 3RD MARCH the Council liad a brief sitting with non-official 
retolotions. On the 5th March, the House held a general discusskm of the 
Go^mment of India’s Budget. 

Malpe-Mangalorc Line. 

On the yTH MARCH, )>r. U. Rama Rao moved for construction of a new 
railway line between Mangalore and the nearest British territory and that previ- 
sion be made for the puipoee in the Railway Budget. 
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Dr. RamIUotnead te^lustory of mfilatioa for mllwoy liRCtlitioft Hu South 
«ad Nordi Gaiuirm Disiricu and said that all proposals had been rejected by 
Covemment under various pretexts. In view of MaoKalore-Malpe line survey 
night be extended anl the gap made up. The suggested line, said the mover, 
would bripg happineu to people. The motion was ultimately withdrawn. 

Compulsory hliliury Training For Students 

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu then urged thp adoption of measures of provtsiim of 
co m p ol so r y mtlkary training Ibr college students in Indian Universities. Mr. 
Pantulu condemned the educa^.ional system which was making weaklings of 
youpgasen. Physical education was as necessary as intellectual education. He 
ouoted the Esher Committee's Report to prove that students corps were likely to 
furnish best materiat on which to build national armv. If ho was asked for a 
parallel to his move in other countries he would ask the counter question whether 
an^r other oounry emaKulated the nation by law as in India. In the Madras 
University they hsd already been moving in favour of compulsory military training. 
Contmuing, Mr. Ramadas condemned the excuse that during vacations It was 
not possible to look after the arms of the University Corps. He would ask 
what had become of police stations and other Government offices. Although 
Universities like Benares and Aligarh were demanding compulsory training* 
Government weie taking an indefensible attitude. He deplored the lack m 
faciiifie!l for military training of Indians either in India or in England. There 
was no danger either to the Empire or to the permanence of British rule in 
organising a sound national militia as a second line of defence. 

Mr. Desika Chari's Amendmcn^ 

Mr. Desikachari opined that the resolution did not realise (he difficulties in 
the way of its acceptance. If th? mover's object was provision for military drill 
and training in arms to that effect the word'*compulsory" ought to give way to 
the words ''further facilities.” 

The House without division carried Mr. Ramadas Pantulu't resolution at 
amended by Mr. Chari. 

Combating Tuberculosis. 

Sir Ebrahim laffer then moved his resoluticn for immediate steps to be 
taken to call a conference to discuss the question of a provision of tuberculosis 
hospitals, sanatoria and institutions for training practitioners in tuberculosis 
treatment throughout India. Sir Ebrahim said the Government could start 
offinavery dcfoiite way to combat the scourge where they know it existed. 
During the past twenty ^ars there had been a noticeable progressive increase 
in the extent of infection by about fifty percent over (he previous figure. He 
admitted that a certain amount of relief work had during (he )rears been under- 
taken by the provincial and central Cover nmenfs. But in view of the vastness 
of the task, previous efforts had been a bare tinkering at the problem. 

The resolution was accepted by the Government and passed by the Coimcil 
which then adjourned. 

Cintrot over Medicinal Drugs. 

On the 9TH MARCH, Sir Ebrahim Jaffer moved his resolution urging all pro- 
vincial Governments to take immediate measures to control the cra<e for^medicinal 
dnm by- legisla* tion for sta ndardization of preparation and sale of such drugs. 
Sir Ebrahim quoted from discussions at the last Science CongrCM that there was 
a tendency among practitioners to overdose their patients with drugs which meant 
that an enormous amount of money was wasted on medicines. He did not intend in 
this resolution to interfere directly with provincial control over ordinary narcotic 
drugs such as ppium because he realised it was a inat(er connected with excise 
leveaue and also tliat excise policy was a transferred subject. There should, 
however, he absolutely no difficulty in seeing that drugs and drug prc|M|rations 
mpaufactUred in this country were subject to Government contru to see tbat 
ffiw quality of preparation was at least up to the standard laid down in the 
Phnmeoemo^ All round the world there was long trial of hunmn miaiiy end 

snacsinf due to indiscriminate use ofdmgs ostensibly esmedianei^ but ectueBy 
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M iuircotict aiH ineoxicants. He, therefore, declared that the light matt be 
waged againtt threatened dangers to the people of this country. 

An Amendment, 

Sir M. Dadabhf^^ moved an amendment calling upon all provincial Govern- 
ments to control medicinal drug traffic. The resolution at ame^ed was carried. 

Amendment of Forests Act. 

Mr. Antigraha Narain Stnha then urged the appointment ‘of a committee 
to suggest tlic amendment of Forests Act and said that, since the passing of 
the measure in 1S78, conditions had chineel with the result that provisions 
were now proving a hardship to the people. With a view, therefore, to so amend 
the Act as to meet modern requiremen's, he would urge acceptance of his motion. 

Sir Maneckji Dadahhov moved an amendment to refer the matter to local 
Governments for opinion. The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

Indian Delegation to I.cague Assembly 

Sir Phiroxe Sedina, moving his resolution in favour of the appointment of 
an Indian to lead India’s delegation to the Assembly of the League of Nations, 
at the next and subsequent sessions, recalled his previous resolutions on the 
subject. He also recalled Mr. Das’s reply last year that the Government hoped 
to appoint an Indian to be the leader. The speaker wtio was in England at the 
time when the lender was chosen from among Britishers last year wrote a 
letter to “The Times” of London and had asked whedicr eminent Indians bke 
Lord Sinha and the Right Hon’hic V. S. Srinivasa Sastri and Sir Ali linan 
were not considered ({unlified to lead the Indian deputation. Sir M.ah mied Shaft 
and Mr. D.as had said on previous occasions that under the existing constitu- 
tion, the Secretary of State was ultimately responsible for the matter. To the 
allegation that the quettions before the League of Nations also involved those 
of international or foreign relations. Sir Phiroze Sethna replied that the Govern- 
ment of India had also foreign relations to deal with and askerl whether 
Indians in the Govemmetu of India were not found qualifted for the purpose. 
To choose, not necessarily a member of the British cabinet but always from 
among the I'ritishers. the leader of the deputation was unwarranted and 
unjustified and cemsfitu'ed a s!iir (hat there was no competent Indian to lead 
the dclega*i<m ; but the (fovernment of India themselves ought to tell the 
Seciefary of S‘atc to choose an Indian like Sir Mahomed HalVibullah who led 
the Indian dcputaticm to South Africa with remarkable success. 

The resolution was carried 25 voting for and 18 against it. The House 
adjurned. 

Official Bills. 

On the loTl! M.XRCH. on the motion of Mr. S. R. Das. the Council agreed 
to pass the Bill amending certain cnactmcn‘s and repealing certain other enact- 
ments. The Bill to amend the Sea Customs Act for certain purpose having been 
agreed to on the motion of Mr. Br.tync. Mr. S. R. Das moved for certain verbal 
amendments in the Bill for amending Indian Limitation Act as passed by the 
Assembly. The amendment was agreed to without discussion and the Bill as 
amended was passed unanimously. 

Members' Privileges. 

Mr.^VL Rainadas PantuUi then moved the ftdlowing resolution: This 
Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council to give effect to the 
following recommendations of the Committee appointed to enquire into the 
privileges and status of mcinlicrs of the Council of S*.ate : — 

(1) that members should be permitted to draw daily allowance for a period 
of three days* residence before and after the meeting of the Council instead of 
(he existing perioil of 7 days ; 

(2) tluit in the case of non-official members a daily allowance at half tlie 
daily rate admissible during a session should be paid for days occupied in 
travelling to and from the place of sitting of the Council provided ttiattlio 
Same privilege is extended to members of the Assembly ; and 
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tfttt a nenber who is a rctidsai of the fdace ia which thaCouacil is 
sitihif dioald be nade eligible for daily allowaace for tbe days on which he 
atteaded a sittiag of the Hoose or of a committee of which he is a member. 

Mr.' Raamdas Paatalo traced the hbtory of the questioa aad said that the 
eoaaaittee had beea appoiated at the lastaace of Mr, K. C Roy who, as a 
Meaiber of the Hoose, had suggested takiag up this questioa 10 committee 
iaetead of Dr. Rama Rao^s motioa ia fovour of diKussiag it ia open House. 
The Gooimittee had already made certaia recommeadatioas which it was for the 
Goverameat aow to cany iato effect. 

The House divided oa the first clause which was rejected by fifteea agaiast 
sevea. After the first clause had beeo rejected, the secoad and third as amended 
hy Mr. Das were carried. The Council then adjourned. 

The Hiadu-Mc^tm Problem. 

On the 16TH MARCH, after a week’s recess, the Council of Stale held an 
Important sitting with a non-official resolution and amendments of a contentious 
character. 

Sir Saakaran Hair moved a resolution recommending to' the Government 
that the number of members of Legislative Councils in India be not increased, that 
ab additional powers be conferred on them expressly or by implication and 
that no further step towards responsible Government be taken until Hindus and 
Mahomedans agree to dispense with the election of members to those Councils 
by sefmrate electorates composed only of Hindus or Maliomedans. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman, speaking on behalf of the Government, paid a 
tribute to the remarkable manner in which Sir Sankaran Nair had moved his 
resolution. He had no hesitation in saying that it was a remarkable resolution of 
• remarkable personality and not a backbencher. In the opinion of some, it 
manld mean that if effect were given to Sir Sankaran Nair*s motion the Reforms 
should be put off indefiniiely until and unless the differences referred to were 
composed. Continuing, the Home Member said that the authors of the Montagu 
Cheunsfonl report clearly recognised that separate representation would per- 
petuate class division and stereotype the existing relations, but they were 
convinced that the present system must be maintained until conditions altered 
even at the price of slower progress towards tbe realisation of common citi- 
senship. The same was the view of the Franchise Committee. After mentioning 
the names of the Councils where separate representation was given to minorities 
like Mahomedans, Christians, Anglo-Indians, Non-Brahmins and Europeans, the 
Home Member referred to the evidence given by Sir Sankaran Nair before 
the Southborough Committee where he was in favour of separate representation 
for Non-Brahimns because he could not help siving it. Sir Sankaran’s later 
evidence showed that he proposed the method of reservation of scats and not 
communal electorate. He (tbe Home Member) knew what it was to suffer 
from the tyranny of the majority. He was undergoing that tyranny for the last 
three years in the. Assembly. He was not surprised at the ^ling of apprehen- 
sion amoog minority communities in a country where universal conception .of 
relations Imtwecn majority and minority as existing in England and advanced 
countries had not been folly attained. He knew the simrt-lived Bengal pact, 
but them were ailso resolutbns of the Muslim League which were nol helpful. 
The majority of the Muddiman Committee was not prepared to recommend the 
sobstiintiM of reservation of seats ft)r separate ele^orates. The views of the 
minority on the committee were in direct qpposttion to Sir Sankaran Nair’s 
resolution. The Government of India, therefore, had not and could not change 
its attitude in regard to this question as the deoMnd for separate representation 
of minorities Instead of diminishing had continually been on the increase. The 
reforms were in some measure responsible for this position. Power had bM 
graually handed over to representatives of the people and the exercise of thtU 
power m become a source ofstrifobetweenthe two grea^ communities in this 
country. Mr. Jinnah had said that nationalism could not be created by having 
mixed electorate^ but Sir Sankaran Nair said tlmt it was not possible to have 
aaikmalism with separate electorates. As Lord Irwin said at Poona communat 
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repreMmatta Mooied Invite. The ritiatton dtmmoM a wide eHtante of 
matoet tolenifiQii eed eetll tat iteire wms eeediad e»f iiditfuttiel wmdMce- 
tioa ofta exietag tyttM wwfld linw<% depiad 1901 mt g e e e re l coowit af 
ell coeimimttlie. Tee CSevenMoeet, eetd the H em e Jbetac,* eta nriwhrllr 
coetaeed tat ta rcletai ta wee B Hiedei wed Mtataaeeetad Iwee heee 
more hitler (hae etat tav were eow if theg laid ettentad le taee ee ta 
people in 1919 reftaie wntaet imiie form of oommaeaf TfnrfjfWtatieB, Of 
oourie, eo long at tlie BritMi Govemnieat was in India, ta y etad aee tat 
thetwocfftnmiiaitieedid not breaik thehr hemda but Jet ta wee ie ni coaceptta 
of relatiottf between maioiiry and minority be devdeeed; Witaeer ta fcitdt 
ofta debate, he hoped tat it would proceed in tiidi a anaeer at to Utami 
iqme room for fotlimpfegfe»aitapa 4 hoffefbfini. 

Me. Snktaetay'e Ameedinent 

Mr. Sflfluawardy, in moriag hb aiaeadiiieat, faeoecing ta itail O ti en 
of separate dectorateia'withotit fedacing ta majority into a minoiity or even 
to Quality, deplored that Sir Saakaraa Hair with his mrter of a oeatnryb 
clistingufshed public , life bdiiad him ahould have bronta iorwaid ta resole, 
tion. Mttssalfiians were ia a miaorhy and their edncatloaal fioilita were not 
many. Sir Sankaran was mistaken if he thought tat matltins were oppoeed 
fo further extension of oonsthutional reforms. On behalf of Bengal, he would 
ask Parliament to grant reforms, but be was bound to say that oontisient with 
their position in the country they could not agree to Sir Sankaraa*s molioa. 
To hit mind ta Joint electorate was the ideal end in view, (Cheers), but ia ta 
meanwhile mass ps^hology had to be changed. !t might be argued that seats 
might be reserved for Mussalmans. He did not call it altogether a bitter 
pill, but he would say that Sir Sankaran Nair instead of telling Mufsnhnans to 
give up what little they had should tell the Hindus to observe the spirit of the 
adage **Live and let live**. 

Sardar Jaidev Singh's Amendment. 

Sirdar Jaidev Singh Uberoi explained that Sir Sankaran's motive was not 
to retard progreM towards Swarai but to apply indirect' means of bringing 
about the much desired unity between the communities. • To the extent, therefore, 
his resolution deserved welcome, but at the same time they should hot forget 
tliat the authorities of the Montford scheme had distinctly recognised the 
necessity for communal representation. He would say that the communal 
electorate was certainly an impediment. He, therefore, removed what he called 
a media amendment fovouring separate representation of important minorities, 
but he was sure that joint electorates would serve the very purpose of communal 
^electorates. As a Sikh, he would be only too glad to find his community in n 
joint electorate. 

The position of the Congress Party in the Central Legislature on Comihu 
nal representation was explained by Mr. Ramadas Pantulu. He observed : The 
Congress stands for national unity on a footing of inter-communal harmony. 
Its scheme of responsible (^vemment is broad-based on ediat may compttheil- 
sively be described as national as opposed to sectional or commuta ideals. Wef 
believe that our salvation lies in clear conception and practical realisation of 
a united India nation. The Congress never accepted ta political her^ thkt 
co-existenib in India of communities, cultures, castes and languages is a rehl 
impediment to the attainment of full nationhood and freedom by ta peto^fe of 
iMs country, but we are alive to ta fact that nationhood and fiwedom - ctata 
be ittained without our devel^ring a faU and practical sense of jimtato'MP 
cOmmuifitles and creeds which is in no way inconsistent with natfotaSsM biiltf 
whkh atene can safeguard the legitimate rights of minorities in any taMta df 
pditical reoonttrnction of India. It is an inevitable feature at 
portion was made perfectly dear in ta National Demand plaeSd b ta e^HT 
central legislature in September 1925 wherein we insisted npon GotenfeWta 
taking steps to constitute a suitable agmicy adequately rmireientntSve of air 
1 ndlaaj European aaiAn^otadian Interests to frame with doe regeifl to ta * 
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Intmtifr of minorities a detailed scboM of Self^Sovenmient based on the pria* 
dptes enomerated in that demand. Representatioa of oommoaaties In India tn 
just and adequate proportions in varions sphema of national lift and activity 
with safeguards to automatica ty ensure in time fell nationalism and: oompftle 
obliteration of communalism is but a oorollary to the practical Mpiicatien of 
these principles to the solution of the communal pitmlem. The Congress 
undoubtedly stands for securing such ji^t representation through the medium of 
joint electorates and joint action on the part of all communities. Undoubtedly^ 
all patriotic and intelligent Hindus and Mahomedans recognise the value 01 
jdnt electorates as great unifying factors in rational upbuilding. They are also 
alive to disputing and disintegrating tendencies of separate electorates and 
are conscious of their being serious obstacles to the attainment of SslACovem- 
ment. There is, therefore, a desire on their part to arrive at an honourable 
understanding in the matter which wilt be for the lasting benefit of their common 
motherland. It is true that in the attempt to efi^ct a satisfactory settlemeaty 
some Moslems and Hindus advocate retention of seiutrate electorates for some 
time longer, but they confess they do so merely with a view to help to obliterate 
all traces of mutual distrust which unfortunately mars the relations of the two 
communities at present. They concede that separate electorates are a necessary 
evil and are temporary exp^ients to tide over the difficulties of the present 
situation which is hoped to be a passing phase of our national struggle for 
freedom. This sentiment in itself is an ample vindication of the policy and 
principles of the Indian National Congress. The Congress is doing all it can 
to remove distrust and to bring the two communities together. The ouestion 
is now engaging the serious attention of all right-thinking Hindus and Moslem 
leaders and no avenue likely to lead to a settlement will be left unexplored. 
The report of the Working Committee of the Congress will be presented very 
soon to the A. 1 . C. C 

I believe that Sir Sankaran Nair v/orded his resolution in the extreme form 
he did in order to draw pointed attention of the Council to the manifest danger 
of communalism and he could not have expected either community to accept 
his proposal to stop all further constituticmal advance even in the contingency 
contemplated by him. The matter is essentially one for negotiation and settle* 
ment between the two communities. It is, therefore, impossible for CongrcMmen 
to agree to any commitments in anticipation of such a settlement. VVbile wc 
hold fast to our ideals of nationalism and nave an abiding faith in their ultimate 
realisation, vre recognise that there are no short cuts to that goal such at the 
one suggested in the resolution. That way lies unwisdom, for we shat! play 
thereby into the hands of vested interests whose one aim is to delay progress 
and perpetuate their domination. 

There is also another reason for our inability to support the resolotioi. 
Sir Sankaran Nair overlooked an important consideration in seeking to apply 
his deterrent remedy to the whole of India. In many provinces the Hindu* 
Moslem problem does not exist for all practical purposes. If simultaneous and 
uniform progress is not practicable or attainable in all provinces in India owinig 
to communal disharmony in some provinces, that is no conceivable rcasan for 
denying further advance to provinces in which Hindus and Mahomedans arc 
able to co-operate in putting their shoulders to the wheel of progress. Siadi 
provinces may perhaps serve at object lessons and demonstrate to other pro* 
vinces the benefits 01 mutual trust and communal harmony as leading to ipeodiir 


progress. 

Mr. Suhrawardy’s amendment which seeks to ipsta] separate ^monal 
electorates as tfcn basic a^ fundamental principle of the Indian consiitation is 
nndoobtedly a most retrograde propowl. 1 beg of the advocates of iemiraN 
electoratet, be they Hindus or Moslems— there are such advocates in both Um 
pauee and give a calm thought to the^ implications olthsir 
demand. If the aim of my Ho ‘ ‘ 


... .lon’ble friend who moved the amendmMic la to 

-^ure dm return of strong Moslem representative chrmigh separate elemoM^ 
ft it not likely that Hindus who are ft a mayrnty in mny movincts wM 
return aggresaively communal Hindus to the elected bodies . How will thft 
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pr oem lidp the Mctlcm minoritiet to fecnie tbohr righto? If repreoeBtotiYes 
of boih coB Mmmi tico come thiooch the eome electontei» ore there not more 
c hoM e o ibr lorger mosiftif totion of good feeling end oo>operotion omong them T 
Agoflii my Hoo^ friend opeokt of effective repreoenuikm. Hoy t hnow how 
n minority con ever be effectively represented even on o communof boaio in o 
p rov in ce Jike Modroy where toe Moriems form obout 7 per cent of the popolo^ 
tion? If they ore given 15 per cent of the elected seott, con they hove effective 
rep i ertn t o tion T How con 1$ Moslems enforce their views ogoinst 8c non- 
mosismt? No minority con become effective unless it is converted into o 
nmjority or on eqoolity. It is through the compelling forces of notionolism ond 
pntriotfem thot the good sense of the mojority is developed not to override the 
rights of minorities. It is this conviction thot led Indian, Christian ond Porsi 
eommnnitiSs to fovour oil olong joint electorates. 

Ift however, extraneous mJeguords are desired for preventing majorities 
firam treading upon the corns of minorities, then we shall have to resort to one 
ortwo expedients. We must either invest the executive with large residuary 
po t f S of interference to protect minorities or secure statutory safeguards by 
enacting suitable provisions in the fundamental laws of the constitution against 
fnfHBgement by majority communities of religious and social rights of minorities. 
My Moslem brethren will not stand to gain anything by vesting in the executive 
la^e residoary powers. If the executive Cfovernment functions as a responsible 
Goromment, it must necessarily yield to the popular will which is synonymous 
with the will of the Non-Moslem majority and will be impotent to protect the 
hNerests of Moslem minorities. If the executive on the other hand, continues 
to be irresponsible to the legislatures, neither the Moslems nor the Hindus will 
ever get self-j[Overnment. The alternative which is the proper course, therefore, 
for allmiaorities is to ask for enacting safeguards in fundamental laws of the 
constitution. This was already recognised and expressly provided for in the 
Naikmal Demand in which representatives of all parties in the central legislature 
have joined. Let us not, therefore, emnmit political suicide by petpetuating 
c ommim al electorates. Notwithstanding most extreme forms imaginable in 
which the honourable movers cf the original resolution and the amendment 
dMhed fheir respective proposals, I trust that this debate will not add to the 
exMng tenskiB out win on the other hand, ierve as as opportunity for frank 
nan foro discussioB of a vital problem with a view to its satisfactory solution. 

I ^hope at all events that it will bring home to the minds of the people the truth 
ffinf If India is privileged to have even a distant vision of the promised land, 
Jt should see with both its tyes, and if India is to breathe the air of freedom 
eventually it riiould also do so with both its lungs, the Hindu and Moslem 
commuaifies. 

. Sir Sankaran Natris Reply to the Debate. 

Mr. G. S. Khaparde having reserved his amendment limiting communal 
fepresentatian to the terms of the Ludmow pact. Sir Sankaran Nair replied to 
thwdebnte. He said his idea of thp word minority had been much misunder- 
atosd. Mahomedans in Bengal were not a minority community. Similarly 
Mhdras Non-Brahmins were in a majority and still all these daimro communal 
‘ rep tes snt nllon. Was it being contested, asked Sir Sankaran Nair, that even 
if tlwe*dbald be only Ave persons oi a particular community in any one 
provineii as for Instance Sikhs in Madras, should have a separate elec- 
Milet renthwing he instanced the case of Europeans who, though returned 
m iheConncil in seiaU numbers, stated their case weu and briefly and trusted 
Idrtha MuaMs aMsa of thelmoae. If the decision was perverse, they looked to 
Mm i taa nuti f a Govafnmnnt to override the council’s decisioo In thmr fovour. 
tlWShlhhie l%inhto tyfodon, the attitude of the minority communities. 

itesolutioB Withdrawn. 

kat withont diviskm, Sir Sankaran Nair 

wnMiiiwiMWi Qi Aavnoiy mmuimKi i 

Mr,* riiMiM tTm imni te aodiliMtioii of nte nhOag t» 
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oowiitiitkm of daputiMBtal advisory comoiittoM to provide fcr eieclka of oB of 
dair manibore iattead of ciecdaf panels from whka HMmbaie warn sshntsd at 
preaeat TIm nmr aaid Aat salC-re^act denaaded Oat aU aNatheit te 
thise conmiittcet thouM b€ elected. 

The itiolotkm wm rejected, tlw mover aot challengiiig e division. 

President^ip of*ihe Cooncil. 

On the etST MARCH Sir Sankarea Nair moved his resolution hiveoring 
the amendment of the Government of India Act so as to provide hr the Governor* 
General being the President of the Council and said he desired to restore the oU 
preedce obtaining in the Imperial Legislative Council. The Presidenti he said, 
ought to be impartial and a paid permanent Government Officer could not be 
abm suspicion in the present transition stage. Moreover, it was not a civilian 
that should preside over the destinies of the House, but one who was nurtured in 
traditions vof democracy. He thought a parliamentarian was better likely than a 
civilian to relay and favourably interpret the rules and regulations. Prom his 
own experience in the past, he would say the Viceroy as President of the House 
was a living reality. 

Continuing, Sir Sankaran Nair said that, when the Viceroy could hot tad 
time, a member of the Executive Council could preside. 

Mr. Desikachari’s Amendment. 

Mr. P. C. Desikachari moved an amendment providing for the appointnieiil 
of an elected non-official member as President of the House. The object of the 
Government of India Act being to vest more power in elected representatives of 
the people, it was but fair that they should be given opportunities of guiding the 
proceedings of the House. 

The amendment was lost without a dtvison. 

Mr. Ramadas's Amendment. 

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu moved another amendment for the election of the 
President by the Council of State from among the elected members subject to 
the Governor-Generars approval. He decUired that bicameral system of legis- 
lature in the Central Government in India had come to stay and the reform 
would certainly go to improve the upper chamber. If the Assembly was eutrusted 
with the task of electing its own Prosident, (here was nothing against this 
House being entrusted with the same right. 

The amendment, bn being put to division, was rejected by 32 votes against 10. 

Mr. Pantulu, speaking on Sir Sankar.m’s resolution, opposed the appoint- 
ment of the Governor-General to the Presidentship of the Council of State. He said 
it would undesirable for the Governor-General to preside over the House not 
only on account of the personal difficulties of llis Excellency but also because it 
tended to go against the progressive nature of the constitution. 

Sir Sankaran Nair, replying, said that if an executive official Should preside 
over the deliberations of the House, it was much better to Itave the Viceroy for 
tiie purpose. The motion was rejected. 

Warrant of Precedence. 

Lala Ramsarandas then moved a rcsoltiiion favouring steps to aecure 
assignment of a suitable place in the W«arrant of Precedence to Members of the 
Council of State, Assembly and Provincial Councils. Sir Umar Hayat Khan and 
Major Akbar Khin supported the motion, the l.-itdr with some reservation. 

Sir Arthur Krooni moved an amendment restricting the scope of (he motion 
only to memters of the Council of State. Mr. Qiari supported the amendment 
which was accepted by Lala Ramsarandas. Tlie motion as amended was agreed to. 

Debate on Currency Bill. 

On the 24TH MARCH the Currency bill was uken up for consideration In 
the Council on the motion of Mr. Braync. 

Mr. Braync said that the amendments made in another place did not 
aiitet the main principles of the bill, which liad been widely discussed. Adjnit* 
ment in prices had taken place more on the side of is. 6d. ratio than on tho 
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side of IS, 4 d. The disfge that the Goversmeiit had HkatA mnipolaticai ia 
order to maiatam excJuage at is. 6d. was uahtir wmd oateaded. Sia6d. 
ratio was adopted, thea it would mcaa dcfiaite remissioa of proviacial coatribo- 
tioBS. Otherwise, there would be additk»al toxaticB or ao remiMioa. Reveisica 
to is. 4d. ratio combined with reduction of salt duty would mean deficit of 
about Rs. 5 crares in 1^7 28, and larger deficits in future years. The effect 
of this action on the credit of India and on her powers to borrow would be 
appalling. He, therefore, asked the House to look at cne picture which was one 
or ooBtinuiag and abiding prosperity and another which was one of gloom and 
disappointment. 

Sr Maneckjee Dadabhoy, Member of the Currency Commission, was the 
first to speak on the motion. He warmly protested against the attacks made by 
irresponsible members in the Assembly on the members of the Commissicn who 
were not there to defend themselves. As for himself, he did not resent the 
accusations. But it was his duty to defend Sir Henry Strakoch who had been 
described as having muddled the currency in South Africa and also muddled 
the currency in India. It was regrettable that Sir Purushottamdas Thakurdas, 
himself a member, had not the gallantry enough to protest .against this charge, 
especially when Sir Purushottamdas had, in his own speech, showered encomiums 
on both the Right Hon’ble Hilton Young and Sir Henry Strakoch. His attitude 
was of great significance at the same time. He repudiated Sir Purushottamdas’s 
charge that is. 6d. ratio was a broad day loot. This charge meant tliat the 
Comminion had made up its mind for is. 6d. which was not the case. If any 
one on the Commission had made up his mind on the ratio, it was Sir Purushot- 
tamdas Thakurdas whom the Government should not have selected for that 
reason. For had not that member made himself responsible for the two bills 
asking the Government to fix the ratio at is. 4d.? The selection of Sir Purushot- 
tamdas was not fair to the Government or to Sir Purushottamdas himself. 

Amendment to Ratio Clause. 

On Sir Arthur Froom’s suggestion the question was put and the bill was 
taken into consideration. 

Seth Govindas, moving his amendment favouring is. 4d. averted that India 
was not bound down by the Commission’s recommendations, for the Cemmisskn 
itself was prejudiced in favour of foreign capitalists and the Government c fiicials. 
As agriculturist and businessman himself, he claimed to know the real interests 
of agricultural population. He , did not subscribe to the proposition that the 
ratio was less important than gold standard or gold cuircncy. He contended 
that prices had by no means come down as alleged. The Indian agricultuiisis 
^ oonsua^ only 7 per cent of the imports. They would certainly kse by is. 6d. 
ratio. The Government’s action was like robbing Indian Peter to gay English 
Paul and that Sir Basil was like Kerp fiddling vhen Kcme was burning. Was the 
Council going to vote for a ratio which would result in the shutting down of mills 
and other industrial concerns and result in Icck-outs and labour disturbances? 

The Council divided on Seth Govindas’s amendment for is. 4d. ratio and 
rejected it by 31 against 10 votes. The House then adjourned. 

On the 2$TH MARCH the Ccuncil re-assembled to discuss the amendments 
ia respecf^ clauses other than clause four of the Currency Bill. 

SeUi^vindas and Mr. P. C. Desikachari lespccUvely moved their amend- 
ments recommending the institution of an independent gold mchur in India. 
&th Govindas sverrM that the policy adopted since 1809 was inculcating more 
soppidona la popular mind that the Government instead of giving India a gold 
ourreacy and 1^ cola accordiag to her desiie were Uking away aU available 
fold to Eaglaad whea India wanted gold. She was forded to a token cuneacy 
widdi she did not 

Mr. Dcsika^ri nmds^ a passionate appeal in support of his amendment 
for nbaiag of gold mohnra. He challeged any member to deny that tliere ,waa 
a demand fisr gold 

Bttdi tkt.aaMdMBtt of Seth Conadae aad Mr. Pcaihachari vetc defcated 
b, ^ agdiatlio.aolaa. 
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Ua Baaikfaratetf •mcadmcat opfpiiag ofWMrt^wM 

ralid oat of order —d Mr. K. & Roy ChawaMy — Wirprufoly mowad Iwoannd* 
■MM «■ paich«e of lold at Currenqp OBm, 

AB CMOM* of m Bill haiiao ban itawril. Mr. BralM movad the third 
fesidiM of tite BilL 

Tne BHI was pasted withoot divisioo, ^rajistt and few others cryins " No.** 
Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bills. 

On the motion of Mr. Brayne, the Council agreed to the Assembly’s re- 
commendatioo to refer the gold standard and Reserve Bank and Imperial Bank 
Bills to a joint Committee of both the Hotmes consisting of a8 members. 

Finance Bill Passed. 

On the 36TH MARCH the Finance Bill which was passed by the Assembly 
was discussed in the Council. 

Mr. Brayne pointed out that the Assembly's reduction of salt duty to 
As. 10 meant a little over 3 crores of loss in the revenue and corresponding 
effects on the Government programme of remiuion of provincial contribnllons. 

Sir Omar Hayat Khan moving the restoration of the salt tax to Re. t/4 
characterised the agitation for the reduction of the duty as a bogus war cry and 
also criticised the late Mr. Gokhale in this connection. 

The House divided and carried Sir Omar Hayat Khan's amendment by 
38 against 9. 

Reduction of Postal Rates. 

Seth Covindas then moved his amendment for the reduction of postal rates 
making post cards available at quarter of an anna. He said the loss would Im 
only 86 lakhs and hoped the Government would manage to face the loss of this 
small sum. 

The amendment was rejected by 26 asainst 14 votes. 

Amendment qfei .Super-Tax. 

Lala Ramsarandas moved an amendment to the super-tax schedule of the 
Finance Bill reducing the company super-tax to one anna per rupee in erxess 
of the total of Rs. saooo of the total income and seeking to absolve the johit- 
Hindu family income oi the 6rst Rs. 05,000 over the excess. The amendment 
dealt with all forms of super-lax. Tim mover said that monied people rendered 
kml service to the Government during war time. Appealing to the Finance 
Mmber to agree to the amendment he urged that the income ought to be 
determined by actual amount of savings. 

The amendment was rejected without a division. 

Cause of the Finance Bill having been separately passed» Mr. Brayne 
moved that the BiR as amended be passM. 

After the Finance Member's reply the Finance Bin was passed without 
division. The only change made to the Bill was that the Salt Tax was resiorsd 
to Rs. 1/4 monad. The House then adjputned to the soth March when after 
transactions of purely formal business, the Council adjourned ** Sine dte” 
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Bvdget C.vta in 1925.26. 

Oiitlift3RD FEBRUARY lotj te Moirtif stattnieot was laid oa fbsiabls 
of llw Assembly Mir Basil Blacnitybi rapiy to Mr. Doraiswamilioigaf^tBqoiry 
reeardtag tbe action ukca by tba G o ft fo meol oo tbs tbkea of ceosato cots 
In budget demaods by tbe AssemlilydoHof IbtyeofS igsSf 191$ end I9s6ii Tba 
statement runs : In the budget te 1904-0$ tlim was only one token cnt« that 01 
Rs. too un er the demand Ibr forest. Tbs pobto hrongbt up in tbe discnssimi 
related to: (a) the delay in the decision* abont tbe training of Indian Fosest 
Service probationers at the Forest Resenreb inetitnle and College, Debra Don 
and (b) the rate of Indianisation in tbe Indian Fosest Service, The training of 
Indian Forfist Service prbbatloner oamnpnced at tbs Forest College, Ddira Don 
from November 1906. As regards Indianisation, out of 19 vacancies filled by 
direct recruitment during 1035 and I9sy, 9 were filM by Indians, 0 by Mrmans 
and 7 by Europeans, while of foe 7 vacencies which are anticipated in 1937 
and 1938 heneeforwatd recruitment of Indians and Europeans will be in propor- 
tion of 7$ to 3 $. 

In the budget for 1935-36 there were token cuts of Rs. 100 each under 
tbe demands for (a) taxes on income ; (b) salt and (c) opium. As regaids 
<a) the c|uestion of amending devohitiott rule 1$ was discussed at foe conference 
of financial representatives in Noveniber last in foe light of recomoieiglationa 
of the Taxation Committee. It is now under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment. As regards the cut under (b) the question of making India self-supporting 
in the matter of ult raised by Mr. Venkatai^thiraju in moving the token cut 
has been under consideration but no final decision has yet been reached. As 
regards the cut under (c) reference is Invited to the press communique dated 
1 3 th June 1936 announcing gradual abolidon of the export trade in opium in the 
coerse often years as well as to the resolution of the Finance Department 

E ntral Revenues) dated lyih June regarding the conaumptioo of offinm ia 
ia. Tbe internal policy of the Govemment of India in regard to opium has 
not undergone any modifi^tioo. The molution quoted simply reafiinned foe 
l^icy previously in existence. Their external policy had been under considera- 
tion independently for some time nnd the deosion mentioned was a direct 
consequence of thetr international obllgattons. 

On the railway budget, there had been tbe followiag token cuts :—(i) One 
of Rs. 1,000 on a motion by Mr. Joshi in 1936-37, to call attention to the neces- 
sity of reducing third class railway fares. The Govemment have actually 
efiected imlnctioas on many railways, .(a) One of Rs. 100 on a motion by 
Saidar V. N. Mutalik ia 1035-36 and one of Rs. too in the same year on a 
nmlion by Mr. M. K. Acnarya and one of Rs. 1,000 by Mr. loahi in 1935-36 and 
one of Rs. too on a nmilar motion by Mr. Ghatnafar Ali Khan's a men d men t, 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh and Mr. Sebamnad Sahib Bahadur ia 1036-37 to draw 
attention to Indianisation either of the Railway Board or the railway servkcii 
The Govemment have accepted and so have railway comminies the rrrnmmtn 
dations of me Lee Commission in this respect. (3) One o* Rs. 1,000 in lynfesy 
on a motion by Mr. M. K. Acharya to draw attention to alleged foBnie to 
redrem the grievances of railway subordinate employees. The grievances alleged 
are not adm!!ted and no special actioa has been taken. 
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Bill* CertHied in 1924-26. 

Ob titt icTH FEBRUARY in the Anembly Mr. Graham replying to the 
qneiCioD of Diwan Ghamanlal regarding the number of Billi certined by the 
Governor-General during 1924-26, laid : Theie are two, namely, the Indian 
Finance Act 1024 and the Bengal Crimioa] Law Amendment Supplementary 
Act 102$. The Indian Finance Act 1924 «»t presented to the Parliament on 
19th May 1924, two months after certification of the date of presentation. The 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Sup|dementary) Act 1^5 was not com- 
municated to the Government of India but presentation presumably took |dace 
after approximately the same interval from certiftcation as in the case of 
the Finance Act 1924. Certification took place in the case of the Indian 
Finance Act on 19th March 1924 end in the case of the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment (Supplementary) Act 192$ on 24th March 1925. As the 
Governor-General made the direction referrM'to in proviso to sub-section (2) 
of section 67-B, in case of both these acts, the assent of His Majesty was not 
required. The various sections of the Indian Finance Act 1924 became opera- 
tive on the date appointed in each section. The Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment (Supplementary) Act 1925 became operative on the date of the Governor- 
General’s direction under proviso to sub-s^tion (2) of section 67-B of the Govern 
ment of India Act, namely 30th March 1925. 

Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar : Has there been any bill which has been reserved 
for the assent of His Majesty before becoming law? 

Mr. Graham : Princes Protection Act only. 
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i>Ar--^iPTit jAiiUA9tr igjT. 

Hu Tfalsfl IiQgidflliira Afunftily woAw the lefoimid eowMattai Ml 
«teleT8B hi the rneming oothe isa Jamitif ie the Oomiofl Hom Him 
DdU It mm • ietiif id! iMoie ivith ever 100 ombeie etteadisi. Ifir. 
MAtamnuA esrA^Meot d Medbrae LegUalife OemioiL wae hi the 
dafa^^The bBatoeai « thia daf ene oonftoad te on^ aweariag im el 

After the oatlHiilnei oeremoDf wae 0 Ter» the Aeeembly agieed on the 
Mtioa of St Baeil Blaekett to elect memben not eioeeding ioerlaee Ie 
the Steodiog Fioanee Coauaittee end od a aimilar motioii hf Sir Oharlee 
lonee to laembm not ezoeediDg eloTen to the Standing FInanee 
Oommittee for railwefe. Iloallys the Home agreed to elect eidit membere 
for the PnUie Aoeounte Oonnaittees 

Next dajs the 20TH JANUABT, the Home re-aeeemhied to deet 
Mr. Patel to the diair. There wae a oheerfal atmoephere aheat (he Borne 
naan eeetiODawere nnanlmom in faroitr of Mr. Patera eleeSon. Alter eop- 
gratnlatory epeeehee from both the official and non-offioial benohea Wm 
Bzeellency the Vioeroj’a approval wae annoanoed. Mr. Patel then took the 
chair amidet acclamation from all eidce of the Home. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra’e Detention Denounced. 

On the OIST JANUARY the Home met In an atmoephere of eome 
excitement when the motion of adjournment of Pandit Motilal to raiee the 
queetion of Mr. S. C. Mitra, a detenue, wae diecoemd. This wae held in 
order by the President and ae no objection wae, taken, leave wae granted 
and dieoussion took place immediately after the oooolueion of the normal 
bueineea of the House. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru, in 'tvfng the adjournment 1 1 the Honee, eald 
the motion did not relate to the Srger question of release of polftioa! 
prisoners or the repeal or the ai jndment of the so-called law under which 
^ey were detained* but it related only to the detention of an elected mem« 
her of the House constituting a very serious encroachment on the privileges 
of tVe House and the rights not only of the member but of the eonstitaency 
which unanimously elected him. In explaining the facts of the eaeCf the 
Pandit remarked thaf in arresting and detaining Mr. Mitra under the 
Ordinance, the executive was guilty of a double wrong, a wrong to the 
member and a wrong to hie constitueney. The latter wrong was attempted 
by the Governor of ^ngal to be redressed in a bureaucratic manner by 
issuing a notification that a particular seat In the Bengal Gounefl had become 
vacant The constituency re-elected Mr. Mitra but the Government did 
not allow him to attend to his duties. In course of time when the genend 
dection came, Mr. Mitra stood for Uie AssemUy and he was returned wn* 
opposed. He received summons from Govemor-General to attend the 
31 
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AmfMf i&d hetr hit inaagiiiil addrew OD Cha 24tli. Thamipoii tt 
applied to bia eoatodlaiit to giro him the opportunity of aooeptiDg the Tory 
generoua ioTitation extended to him. But that waa refoaed & the Tieeny 
had duly ioTited ^r. Mitra hut there were othera who prereoted Urn from 
eoning here. Of eourae, Pandit Motile! anticipated the Home Member 
would atand up and ahow hia fiat (Sir Alexander Muddman; Nothing of 
the kind) and aay that Mr. Mitra waa detained under the exiating law of 
the land and by competent authority. But Mr. Mitra* argued Pandit 
Hotilal* bad not been tried* oonrioted and aentenced by any court and there- 
fore he haa every right to attend to hia dutiea aa a member of thia Houae. 
Bf preventing Mr. Mitra from coming here* the Government were impoaing 
a diaqualificatioD which did not exiat under the law. If a aim^r caae had 
ariaen in England* then what would have happened f Pandit Motilid ahowed 
by quoting authoritiea that no member of Parliament could be impriaoned 
or reatrained except for a criminal offence. A member codd not be arrcaM 
for a period of forty daya before or after the meeting of the Parliament 
and any member who waa in cuatody at the time of election .waa liberal 
in virtue of hia privilege unleaa be waa undergoing impriaonment for an 
indictable offence. That waa the common law in England and for any 
breach of privilege conferred on membera of Parliament* the peraona who 
were inatrumental for the commiaaion of the breach would be anawerable. 
So if what happened in the caae of Mr. Mitra had happened in England* 
the Governor of Bengal would have found himaelf in a very uncomfortable 
poaition at the Bar of the Houae of Commona. But India waa not England 
and thia Aaaembly waa not the Parliament The Pandit believed that there 
waa no analogy between the Houae of Commona and the Aaaembly. But 
if it had even the pretence of what it waa alleged to be* then he maintained 
that it waa the inherent right of every member of a repreaentative inatitu* 
tion to be present at ita meetings and to represent his constituency. That 
right was inseparable from the nature of the institution. True* the privileges 
of the Houae of Commona had been built up by long conventions. 

As regards the privileges of the House there could be either long 
established conventions or certain privileges sanctioned by statute and it was 
up to thia Assembly to lay the foundation to-day that it was the inherent 
right of every institution that its members should be protected. In the 
present instance* the right was fully recognised because the summons of the 
Oovemor-Gencral were sent to him. Under section 11 of the Act under 
which Mr. Mitra waa in detention* it was clear that he waa not treated as 
a criminal. That being so it was not a case of criminal character. The 
Viceroy* in opening the Council House* had read the King's message which 
expressed the hope that this House would prove to be one in which wisdom 
and justice might find a dwelling place. Pandit Molalal put it to the Trmuiy 
bencheas nod non-official European eulleaguea whether they would declare to 
the world the impotence of protecting themselvea and the honour of this 
House. The beat judges were the electorates who had already given the 
verdict This House ahimld not neglect its prinmry duty and trample under 
16^ that verdict which was the very foundation of their right to be here. 

Sie Alexander MUDDIMAN congratulated Pandit Motilal for the 
maimer in which he had dealt with the caae and instead of showing him 
fight he would cordially meet hia m^mment aa the Pandit got eminently 
raaionaMe on points of eomtHutional lau however defective in otter matters* 
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The PMidit had dona a great aerrioa hj nMiif this qiiaaUbii* If there 
was a priTilege» thea only the qaeatioD of .breaoh woqU ariae. The aMtter 
waa examined hy a aub-eommittee cd the Mnddiman Oommittee eoaakiiig 
of Sir T. B. Sapnii Sir Mahomed Shafi, Sir Henry Monerief*8mith and llr« 
Jianah and they laid down to what extent prinlegaa exiatod. There waa 
DO doubt that the privilege claimed by Pbndit Motilid did not exM. He 
went further and aaid that although there waa no analogy between the 
Aaaembly and the Houae of Commona (Congreaa benohea : Hear* hear)* even if 
auoh a caae had ariaen in the Houae of Commona it would not have cauaed 
a breach of the privilegea of the Commona u the queation of the protection 
of peiaon and property waa of vital importance. He declared emphatically 
that if thia Houae had the aame privilegea aa the Houae of Commona* no 
breach of pHvilegea would ariae. Aa for the oonatituency of Mr. Mitra* 
there might have Itoen aome force in the argument if it had been the queation 
of detention of a member after election. The conatituency of Mr. Mitra 
waa given a chance by the Bengal Government to elect another repreaentative ; 
but by re-electing him* hia conatituency aacrificed their intereata for the aake 
of their aentimenta. 


Motion Carried. 

After a few more apeechea* the diviaion bell waa rung and the adjourn* 
ment motion cenauring the Government waa carried by 64 againat 46. The 
announcement waa greeted with applauae by the uou-official benchea. The 
Houae then adjourned. 

Viceroy'a Inaugural Addraaa. 

The next meeting of the Aaaembly waa held on the 24TH JANUARV 
when H. K the Viceroy’a inaugurdl addresa in opening the Aaaembly waa 
read. The apeecb of Hia Excellency* particularly the political portion of it* 
waa liatened to with a rapt attention. In the courae of hia apeeoh referring 
to the aituation in China Hia Excellency aaid 

■* As regards external affairs, there is only one matter to wbieli it is necessary for 
me to refer. As Hon*ble members are aware, the siioation in China has been the sabjeet 
ol grare anxiety. AtUcks bare recently been made on lires and property in the Tarfoas 
treaty ports of the mercantile communities wbieb incloile many Indisns as well ae 
British snbjects. Certain settlements hare already been eraeoated nnder presiare and 
the property ef the residents extensirely plundered. Other and even more important 
arena are similarly threatened and His Ifajesty's Gorernment have reluctantly deoidod 
that it is ibeir dnty to send reinforcements to China to protect the lites of those for wboss 
safety they are responsible. Having regard to the fact that India is the nearest part 
of the Empire in which forces are available for immediate despatch, the OovernsMOt of 
India have agreed to cooperate in this purely defensive action by oontribntiog a oontiu* 
gent inolnding Indian troops. 


Abolition cff Siavsiy. 

** Public opinion thnmghout the world has lately witnessed the enlightened action that 
hao been Ukon to bring to an end the condition of slavery previously existing In NspaL 
The Hon'Ue memben will have welcomed more recent examples of the sasss hnssaM 
movement provided by the action of the Shan of Kaiat within bis territory and by the 
measnrss taken only lest month by the Government to stamp out slavery in some of tho 
outlying Urritories eitaated close to the Burmese frontier, A few months ago. I bad the 
opportnnity of visiting another of India's frontiers on the norih*west and of iselng for 
at|ra evidenoe of the improved condittons which there pusvall. 

** 1 tmst that the policy which my Government has been parsuing for tho laet fenr 
yeme In Waalrlscan will continue to provt el benefit both to the Independent tribes Md to 
toi toljMimt putts of British Indiu. 
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Imil tm Pi fti l t M i 9» i t ith Aite 
Iht Indlia kiMitm m ilM ITth Aagwl taft^ 1 ikaftid tfaalilM 
OataCtoimnMMkid agraatf ktkMm omhmml Otpe Town with nptwetttetifM cC 
thtOovttMBOilflf India In the hope etienehiaca MtlifietM eettlement on the Indian 
piahMMn In Bonlli JMm, The De lation appointed mf Oot eminent and feneimUjr 
a eeqite d hp Indian epinlen an lepmiientatife lalled lot Bonth AlHea on the 84th Nofwnber 
aadenairifil.fiedfadaaMiteoidlal wtleone from both the Qofemnnat and the people 
eftheUnlen* The Confeienee wae opemd ^ the Petme Minieter of the Union on Deeem- 
hwr 17th had eloiod on Janaarj lith. Ae&n. Hemhein hafeeeen from lelegiaBBi that 
hnee appeaild In the peeei^ a proeielenal e gree nie nt haa been arrived at between the 
daUjaMoneol the Indian and the Union Oofemaente wbioh will leqnlm intifioatlon bj 
the leipeetive OoveiaBMnti Hon. Ifeaben wUl ahaie^he aatiefaetion ol aj Oovernaant 
thitBir MahoaedHablhnllah and hla ooUeaRnea, again happily aalilediv the devoted 
aadanaBlBdhlabonnofllr AndNwi,ehoold have enoeeaded In iiaehing an nndcenlaading 
whiOh ae we a^ hope, win lead to a aettlenant of thieiiagetanding problem. Thoee who 
fcoall the difleu^r Uat thie qneetion peeeented a few aontha ago will feel that the new 
aopeet whieh It haa aemaed refleole high eiedlt on ttaee who have repicaented the two 
oonntriee In then dinnaionai bnr delc^loa have already left Booth Africa and nie doe 
to arrive la Delhi on Tebioarj 6th. Fendhig their retam and the receipt of their v^Kirt, 
1 an not la a poeltioa to nake any annonaoeaent regarding the proviaional letaleinent 
that baa been leached. It la intended to pabliah the leanltnf the work of the Confeienoa 
ohnnltaaeonaly In both ooantriea and In i^ard to the date of anch pnblioatloa, we are 
honad to conaolt the wlabn of the Unloa Oovemaeat. My Government will not fall to 
give the Cbaaher of the Indian Legialatnre an opportnnity Of dlMoaaing the natter at 
the evlkot poaathio opportunity. 

The Boyal Indian Marine 

^ 1 now tom to the annonnoeaent made my p r edec eaw r on the 9th Febmary 1986 
In Ike Connell of Btate conveying the deciaion of Hie Mairetyk Government to reoonetltnte 
the Mayal Indian Marine aa a canhataat force, thna enabling India .to enter upon the Bra 
atoge el her naval development and ultimately to undertake her own naval defence. Lord 
Htfidlng pointad ont that mnch ooaatrnotive work bad to be done before the Boyal Indian 
Mavy eenld he laangaiatfd. lam glad to be able toiaythat eoneiderable progreta haa 
nbcmly been recorded. Tbo Bombay dockyard bea been bnaily engaged in the cqnlpment 
of tht depot i^nnd only one aloop remain to he aeqnircd In order to complete the initial 
atnagth in ahl|NL Detalla of xeomitawnti organiaation and Bnaace have been worked ont 
and the moot latpoctant of the propoealenf my Government under theee hende are already 
la the handa of the Bcoretary of State. The neoeiiary legialation in Parliament will bo 
carried throogh, 1 hepe, early thie year. My Government will then be in a position to 
IntnNinee legiriatlon to provide for the dliciplinc of the new force and when that legiela- 
tloB if paiMd, the Boyal Indian Navy will oome into exiatenoe. 

Bir B. Hoarvfe Arrival 

** A recent event of ontitanding latereet hat been the arrival in India of the Beeretary 
of State for Air in the first of the great air liners lent ont to this conntry by the Imperial 
Airways Company. In so for as India is oonoerned, this development of aviation marks 
the introdnoiion Into the oonntry of a new form of civil transport. India ie a oonntiy of 
vast distanoei, bnt aviation annihilates distanoe. As it has hitherto been reckoned, the 
laeica^ speed of air transport, oonpled with the faoilities which it offers for sanaoantiag 
geographical obstaeies, will bea p&ont factor inebortening the communicatioa of India 
with other oonatriee and also in linking ap her own wide-spread piovinoee, thae drawing 
them mora eloiely together ae memhefe of a tingle nation. 

^ Boeiaeee Bolero The Honse 

** As the Honaa kaovra, then are levnral finaaelal and eommeroial matter with whfeh 
vro aioatpicBeatooaeeraed, After a aeries of balaaoed bodgsts, the Government of India 
may Jaelly claim to have reached a strong financial poaition with their credit firmly 
ailahllihcd both wlUtIa and ontaMc India. While aecnring this reanlt for wbleh India 
owes a real debt of giatitnde to the Bon. thoFlDanoe Member, Sir Basil Blackett, tnc 
OovaraaMBl have been able to aboliab ^ ootton excise duty, to rednoo the salt tax and 
to mrtlngniih a conaldeiahlo proportion of the proviaeial oontrlbatifliia. Daring the 
pnaeat aaaaion la additioiito &§ MuinalFteanee BUI, lagialative meaanioo wUlbofeld 
Mwn yoatnglvncffBettolho prindpol itoommendatlons of the Cnrfoacy Oowmiaalon. 
AUttwIUalaohoplBoadbafeicyonhiaad on On rcoammcndatlonact tbo Tariff Baud fit 
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m wii y po tw H oi to IN AM liiiMyi TMMtafid «Sli0l fl WpNlMliftitlMIs 
Ikil fMwmUtSi Iht p wHdtod iadMUMt ttekl teMt ttoM MdiMt ynM 

waMnA Md It to I9 this orlttrtoQ thtt Um mooih or toilofo ol tho po^ will 
boiodfad. YIm iMMrkoblo pmgnw modeot Jaaahodpor oiMO tM 4 ofloido w o t o iabl i 
ffMMtoiir tlMlM|Mi that befoionoBj jeon bore poiNri. ttoel will bo nodi oi olwoplj to 
ladUoM bi OBJ oooatij lathe world ood tbot the aeedfor pioteettoa will dtoOM^. 
Bat It to aiGBiWfy, if ooaitol to to be oUroeted to' the lodoetr j, tbot anaalMtaioit MMOld 
bo 0— iiod for o reoenaoUj loeg period of the oooiioooooe ol the boelo dottae oppitooblo to 
Importe fiooi oU ooootrlee. Tbe Boord, boweteri ortil thiak, rtobt fa fo it o o e ll ag tboi 
aflir feoeo joon the time will bore eone to review tbe poiitlea ofrcib ood oaeorlola la 
the Itobt of the oireoiaeteBew then esieting whether or oot the iodoetrj deeerfoeptoteo tto a. 
Tbo Yestfle Baqolij CeoBmittee 1% I ondentood. oboot to aabeolt itt report ood Wf 
Qovoroaeeat will eeeb to orrive ot o prompt deetoton on the ieeaeo ineolfod. 


Tbe Dot j of tho Goeornor-Qeoerol 

‘^Itomoow to toptoeof o more generol chorocter which moot neoewtrilj oeoopf 
o piomlaent plooe in oil our tbooghte. Tbie Aaaemblj ie of pertioolor Imponoaoo 
iBoemneh me within Ite life4laie meet be ooderteken the etotntorj eoqoirj prmoribed Iqr 
tbe Governomat of Indio Aot. Tbie foot ie mj eienie, if eeoh be needed, for epeokiog 
fioaklj onoomeoepeoteof the generol eitootion. Bat« before doing eo^ 1 deeire to mako 
■U own poeitiOB and that of onj Oovernor*Generol plain. At long ot the Anal oontrol of 
lodioa poIlQj to eonotitntioBoUj vetted in the Beeretorj of State on behalf of PorltoBMOti 
It to tbe dntj of the Governor. General, while be holde hie ottoe, to guide bto O'tndeot la 
ooolormitj with tbe generol polipj approved bj tbe Imperial Government. Jnet at la 
Fortiameat, however, Indian aflain ore with foreign policy rightly held to be ootiide 
ordlBOiy party oontroveniee^oo a Governor-General at eaoh hoe no oonom with Brttleb 
party polHIee. It ie hie dnty with hie Government to eeek faitbfolly to repreeeot to Iba 
Imperial Government what he eoneeivee to be lndian*e intereete and aa maet oonot « Iba 
help of the legialatnre to enable him to do thto fairly. On the other hand. It to r “ 
Ibal be may be able to help India by telling tboee who repreeent her la her C 
Ham bto own knowledge of the manner In which and the angle from wbiah tha 
al IbrllaaMat to likely to be formed. I do not ignore tbe fact that Ibiia to a 

aplatoB la India which reject the right of Parliament to be tbe arbftot of tha I 

toe tima of ladia*e political development. 1 can nndetetand tbil ep fato O i 1 OMi 
abkaowtodga tbe eincerlty of eoow of ibcae who hold it; bat I amt d ifto a no mamtowl 
rcaoneiliog eneh a poeitton with the nadoobted facte of the eitaalloa. Bat IkaM to 
aoetber awtion of opinfoa wbicb, while beeiuting to prefer ao fandamental aa obiea* 
tiea to any right of Parliament to be the judge ef tbeee matteri, woald yet any In 
efleet, that it waa indefeneible for Parliameot to eierctoe ite jadgamat ia any aaom boi 
that ef granting to India forthwith a wide, if not a complete, eiteaeioa of rvepanalbto 
power. Dietinctioa between theee two linee of critictom ie narrow, for Parliaamol wmGI 
be no teal jndge If ite title were held to depend for eanotionnpon the] ‘ 


delivere and If ie acaroely poeeible to impugn ite right to deliver a free vvMtot wttkaol 
ehaUenging ite title to alt ia jadgment on tbe caee. I bavf net infieqaently bean told 
that tbe problem to peycbological and that many, if not moitlfji of oar preeent diRenlttoi 
In regard to tbe pace and manner of advancee would diaappeor if It wae once peaelble to 
oanviBce' India that tbe Brittoh people were eincere in their profceeed inieatton of givtaig 
ladia reeponaiblc Government. It todilBcblt to know in what way one amy hope to eany 
nvtotioa to quartcra which ramaia nnconviaoed. 1 have already etated my beltol that 
) in ladia wiUki 


whether what the Brittoh people hue aought and ie eeeklng to do i 
or eondemned by bietory, their own luberlted qualitiee left them no alteraativo'bat to 
open to ladle the path in which they had tbemeelvce been pioneere and atong wbtoh tb^ 
have lad and are leading tbe peopiee whcKver the Britieh flag ie flown. Meea^, In 
tbe eueeem of the attempt to lead a friendly India towarde aelf-govcraamal| the eetf- 
intevmt gad the credit ot Great Britain before tbe world aie alike eageged aadwrbithae 
to eoBtemplate with equanimity tbe failure to achieve a pnrpoee which baa beea aopoNloly 
peoetotoaed. Every Britieh party in a eueeeMioa of Parlianwata elected ca the wUmt fiaa* 
obtoaandi theielbre, rcpreaentii^, in tbe widmtpomible manner, tbe Brittoh people^ bao 
pladgad Itaell to the terma of tbe 1907 declaration. They have impleeeeatcd tbeae teima 
ny kgtototton and thne given practical proof of ainoerity by Intrednolng wkto far-reaobing 
oanagm lalo the atmcMre of tbe Indian Government. From tboio nnddrtakibgi, no 
BflA party can or will withdraw and although tbe Briewh raee may laek amny eaealJant 
qnalilto% eanaot aieid to leamia naamved bf ohargm of bad laltk wbtoh tbato 
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Tkinitkm tf TiMtmm wftfc—tlirtrf 


^MlkliMidlbtftll^fidiiMerityaC Piriteant rcod n» fonlW 
lit mm btadi if triltMj euetiivtaeit itei tt lit dttntion of terttte 
tetofiditBtbootliir. if tbeielwltiioeoC Ftolitnentto givtttai i 


wicbtiillfiti 

Mli telit 


Miplttlon of Ui lotcllj p t o few e d porpoie of ntktag ladit boiMlf l oopo m i i io wllhfai lit 
WmjtiM tor her owa Qo?t, The fnt qoMtion ooBtemo Uit oMmio of titi o a o otli i t loo- 
powiilli^ wbieh mtil ifot tpon toy ndvinIttraltoD, iowow eo BUfltl td, tad Ihoagi 1 
tai well twtft of Iti polltictl ictetioao, U it t qaeottoa wbitli man it dotit with to lit 
aMriUtadhtiaodireot laltiioa with the genortl qooitioa tf ooattitatioBtl tdotaot. 
lor otatUlationtl forou awy rtry widely, baft the ouiiBteataoo of low tad older It the 
fatUoatUe doty of all tbooe oa whom ftlli the took of OorenuBOot tad, indeed, the 
otHoB of wbieh eompltlat it aitde to eolely doe to the foot that the Oofemiaeat hat 


iid good teaooa to beltofo that tbooe bow detained hare rejeeted the way of ooa- 
agtoatioB for that. of riolent oonopiraqr and that to pat a term to their 
dangoiOBi aotiritiee waa ciMmlal* 1 ohare with all bononiable momben the deoirt 
It oit aa end to the acoemity for the eoatiananee of theie OMaenie, hot the gaidiag 
pilBtIpIe in thto itattcr moat and can only be the intereit of the pnblie aafety. 
Bor ia the nmtter one that reata wholly or mainly in the handa of the Ooforamoat. 
Bofiia Mleaaa can be aaaetioned, the QoYernment moat bo aattollod mtber that the 
tanapiiaoy baa baea ao far aappitaaed that tbooe aet at liberty, eten if they at 
dooired, woold be naable to re? ire it in a dangerona' form or if the organiaation for 
tammlfaflf atill cziato^ that thoae releaaed would no longer with to* employ their 
> itoOMato rtanme their dangerona aeUvHtoo. The Ooforament hare alwaya aaade it 
oflttaBd 1 repeat it UHiay that their aole object ia keeping any man nnder reatraint to to 
■ piim to laritriat ontragaa Mad that they aie piepared to retoaaa them the momiat thay 
g^ yrtialiad that their leloaea .woeld not detoat thto object. 

ParliamoBl will not bo Coaraad. 

alr^Afbe elhar main groead 1m dbaUanging the aiaoerity of Parliemont to haaad, aa 1 
iMOdhidt OB the giaerar method of approach that ParltoaBeat haa adoplad towaida the 
Blibtilt nf Irnlton nnnatltmiirrfl deealopaaeat and, aa rcgarda thto,l wtoh le opaak more 
Mir»^ 'Vbooa who are aaiiona to aee oonatitntional adeaaea moat either oaatoe Philiamatot 


iiBr»^ Bhooa who are aaiiona to aee oonatitntional adeaaea moat either oaatoe Philiamaai 
of fetinoa it. I oaaaot emphaatoe too atroagly that ia thto amtter they are not likely 
’ la eoerolag Parliament aad^hat Parliament will reaaat any a lia m p t to do oe 
■Bito'iliitiTiir ehapa the attempt ia made. Moteorer, It moat iacfftahiy he giare^ 
dlMIftlaMd by language which appeara to be inapired by hoatUity not only to legittomie 
Blitlth Iftfruata but atoo to the Brittoh connection. Nor to thto feeling oa the part of 
TirtieiilUi the mere aalflah deaiie to retain power that to to aoBMtiama repreaentad to be, 


PiMHtaimBt'baltofea, and in my jodgment/igbUy, that aa it haa been placed bf htotory m 
a%lillloa*lowulde and aaaiat India, it would he doftaitely defeulUag on thcae obligatioBa 
if frildeeatf lli charge before it waa eatiafied that it could be aale^ eatmated to other 
hinib^ ^'PitfMmont therefore, will be rather inclined to eaamlae the praetioal anooeio or 
efhaiiftoe that haa attended the attempt it haa amde to aolfo the problem. It will ba 
qlflaieidy IP biM?e that there are featuica in the preaent lino of ariangeamaU whieh 
Ml ^b» toaprOfadi and it will be ready to improee them. NTbat it will not undorataad 
tagheHae of aegumaBt wbieh aaya that, becauae the pieoaat fouadatioaa for future icm 
pgfotlie ’ O otm a am na are alleged to m at fault, thto ia neoaamri^ to be remedied hy 
faHfoliiloly oPkiag loundaiioBa to bear the entire weight of the whole ediilea we 
dfobi to^ Wild^ Whiii 'ParliaBMnl.lBYltea India to eo^»pnBla ia the workiagoftha 
liKamidtoiaiilttnllnn. lt ilnm not iaeite any ladtoa party, aa it waa anthoritatifelj mated 
thPimliie dafi to w aakto for the Uom befog ita da a m a d for Bwamj. It dem.aat 
diilirihnt" aar pttty or iadieidual ahould forego the fiaiot aad lalloat ri|hl|Ol 
eMotom aaiTeaiMtliuttonal oppoaltioa to any actioo that the flofomamit may* 
fotoUi f Bui 1l «>doio «lnvita Indiaa nolttioal partita to ahow whethor or not the altiamlo 
mtaetnie whfob fearitaamnk la aaaldiig to erect ia oae aellabla to ladlaa aanditieBa 
amp^tetoNi^Biifor Bi4t aeoa any forge aeetieo of ladtoa epfataa. howeter uaaal ia 
iHPdhtofo ta lurfofo Ihammao of ladtoa atif41ofoiBmoBt|itaa^ad«tagtolhodalai^ 
aMNMom toi do aellitom bnt^ obatrudt the amchiaoiy wtoh which India haa baaa 
mmiatotl Pfonamaat to aanw likely to aee in thto erfdoma that tha appitoaHaa of 
nrnmfmmrnkmimmi fmmtmto India may bo mtotokM than pioof of tho wtodma ol 
toMMitoM WNMidor ta India of aU itiowareopoiiaibility. Ittobthaeafanhamaiforif 
wMihOttoathaia aiaiidliihto pM M tha polittoal thoa^t of India hao not ntoaiml 
iladf ta ha dtoaandad by ortdetom or pppoatoloa from oado a foa i fo g to weritthaamr 
gmmllliltaa withnogoatonotfoa parpoaa, fboaa who aa gaida thair aattoa ami la ipy 




pw tot H irt l iw tht tm Miiit il Mte amiHiltonl 4MtopM* 
lilIMjtilitfrttaiMfeiHfMftpiiiti qMHM «C y ii ticit tttalMf, H 
■ m&nM la Ite mot kgii aa4 witllalNnl ffiflftt *maM If ^ 
Hh tt la Ibt fadlaa tagWalaict ibaa la Hm eiteal to vIMI thcao Nflfiafemi teat 
mIM iMr iMpoaribilittai aad dottai^ It will Vs qatta wnilaf to iMOOiat oai Mte 
oll i MO i a for Um Uotelloai plate apaa Irttalatam bf tIaailaHat oo teHoH a a . Bil , 
H tel Ve fMlaalp papte aad dteppoiatad ff It fladt tbal a pte pan of laa pmi 
iao ban voted m a laftel to play tba gaaia baaaoat aaoM of tha plajm did ool lllai 
te fatal PiapafMda la lavoar at altarlaf tla rata la tba te j teiiw of te flaaa will 
taaalilllaiteloBttaailadaf ParltaBaBt. Bat, oa tba atbar baadjt wflt aatelaly ba 
l ai aa ate if It Bada tbo ladiaa lapfalataraa aiaraialoK tbair laipnntiblllte, albill 
Uteod^laaopiritafaarHaataladfaaBdtateftlyaMBmlaaalvmjatbattbMrite wapote 
bOBj la ir aa lar Ihoa Ibat vhteh ia eipfate fa any alatata, far Parltaaaal baa apaal 
bndte off yaaip la pnfMtiag Ita ova aoteitatiaa, and kaowa tary wall that II baa 
tey grava lata vbal il ia to-day by tba etaidy aie aad axtaaatai af tba pavar, al ini . 
H a nt a d bat by e a te n aad preeadaat aoaataally atpaadiaa. Tbara vaa a ttaa ia CbMMla 
vlaa tba mgioea diflnaaaea between Proteataati aad Banaa Catbolias wan anppate 
la nanKala aa abaalala bar to fall aair-OoftmaBaat ; bat, after a few yean awiaf la ^ 
tba gte aeaaa of Iba Caaadlaa lepfalatarr, tba aery real powore af tba Britiib Parltaaaal 
la latartaae wan eilaatly allowed int to fall lato deeaetada and tbea to dinapan. 
ParllMnat kaowa too tbal it la by tbia meaas that amyoiia of the ItaBloiaat bu abtafaad ^ 
feillfanateblaaelf-QofaniiBeBt, floally leadfBff, aa wa hare aeaa at tba laat Impartal 
Oaatefiaee, to a wide rarieioa of tba fetter of ooaatitatloaal nlatloai pro? ioat ]y pnateaB 
balWMi tba aareral Oofaraneati of the Bnplia, 

An Appeal for Co-operation. 

*Tbat than la tba poaitloB If wt aonaada^ a^ 1 aak wa nay, to British and Item 
paaplaf alBoemy af paraoae. Wa are la ay feeaMta on the fnadaiaeatal aattar af tbate 
wa date to rteh. Than any ba and ia dtairaaneBt oiar tba waya aad naaatal . 
naabtef It : bol ft la aanly a atraaga dialarttai af parapeetiae, ff wa allow oar aateMt ' 
la bt awdaly f ai aan te by dliereaen on iiaaea whfab are after all only laeManlal la 
fbanalataoaoa wbieb wa an agite. Hare, aa in otkar baona aiain avdattawy 
pn g ww am ba* nallte la two diflerant waya batwaea wbtab wa bare aoaa taa tly la mte 
avdbolaa. Blthar wa aaa aearab oat poiata of agraeneat fa the Baal parpoaa atbfah,^ 
tepiia tboagbt te acHoa, or reieotiag tbeao peaoefol ooaaaeli^ wo aaa fellow tba way,; 
af atelek whara ogneaBaat ia forgotea, wbera diaagnawaatf an mggaralad and wbna ^ 
Iba feir Bowen af aiataal aadcrataadiag aad traat are oe a igfawa by taaglad waada al ^ 
mapielaa te naeataaat la many dliaotioBa and tbioagbaat away aaatoriaa, Iba wnlB f 
baa laada trial of tba laat aad, in aoia dtappaiatnaat at tba naalta, ia eomfag pafafetly 
la taara that the way of frieadahip nay beat oaoa tba anra aoblaaad tba laara pownfal.^ 


••1 baia tboagbt ft right ta aay ao waeb, bnaaae f aai daaaly fmprate wttb te 
iiarftyof tealtaatioa aad wHh tba neacaeity that Ita apaa aa all af faetag feota, I am 
aoBMloaa tel waob that I baea aaid amy ante arKlolwn te aa elta apimHiOB, bat I ^ 
bapa that I way bare la ootead ia myiag it fe waada tet will not wonad tba legtHnala^ t 
aaeaeptiblHte af aay. If fa tbia raepaeli' 1 bare anywhere gone adray aad.aaiplofad 
laanunatelabhiilalaiBadBiy bopai, I woaM bare aspreM aiy ffanaiaa feg^ Bat,* 
bdfeviag m I da tet wbat I tafo mid fa troe, I ahoatd ififok mynlf to bofa bte 
ItedagtaBydBtylf Ibid bean dalamd fnm talllag tbia AweniMy frankly wbal I, 
aoMOffa to bo te tratb fron te fear tet it might wwad anpteanatly apaa teir 
ama ft wan better to ba blamad for myfag nnolaamat tbioge ff they am iraa ta tea., 
tea la ba aewda n te for nylnt tern too lato. T think It fa awtelal tet late 
tealdafearlyappiaeialaiMM of tefeoton wbieb will bapowarfal to fnBaaaai te ntai's 
d IbrUHMil. I teta iOBgbiy aa fer oa my own asparfeaaa aad kaowfedgaanten.- 
tetan faotaay wartb.tapiaoaIadiataaeiaeeiioBof them and f earantly bapa tbat^ . 
te te tea wbtab will ataaaa bafera tba watatory caqalry, afaala may fellaw aadb a 
agar m ate ^ barmte*'^ 

Hail tey# ika S8TH JAHUAET. on tlia Honaa iwwaaamMiiife Mr* 
MnifiM iMiar mofod an adioanimaiit notei to niaa OtonBilioB of 
tlfcg ffirraiBteaiil if JNh iiteWnf frmnrt t? Tbia wit ta fiBl inlad * 


•jft TBI UnOLATIVS MWMW.T pnr nM 

As fVOQBd Alt il sooldl soft bs noYsd wiAool dsferfaMBt to yslilit 

lytofiiBt added Alt m a niah of diMBMiiM Ao Qmnr 
OiMtil to diaomabo on Aa motioD woiild toka phaii 

Infcrodiiafeito ai OBeial BQIa. 

< Hr Baail Blaekatt iolrodiiead tiro Klla,oiia aMndinf Aa Hagatiabla 
laatraoia nta Alt to fnroTida Aal aaaotbbla iaatnmtoAa toeMiaf akaqiiaa aad 
BOa |d aaohaiiaa wbiA m azinoaaad oo Aa toaa of Aaaiaadrawa to 
baarar AaO not to an j eimoiatoooaa toaa Aair abaiaeUraa baarartoatnr 
amta OB aaeonat af AAr baTing beao aodoiaad; Aa aaooad aoModiiif Aa 
Saanritias Act to liniit Aa liabilitj of OoTanaiaiil to la ap aa t of diaakaifad 
loam and i^tant Tooooraa to the lodiao Snooaaatoo Aot 191d to afada Aa 
tofafiiarda atlaehed bf Aa Saaoritiaa Aet to Aa toauo'of dnpllaala aotaap 
. TbaHoaia Member next iotrodoead AraaKlto oaa amaBdiot aaethmlld 
of AaCMI Prooadora Oodagifiog affaetto Aa raannuaapdattom of tto 
Ciafl Juattoa Committaa'a rapoi^ oo Aa aaliiaat wiA aoma ai^iaaltoaa aad 
Aa aaeood amanding Aa IJmitatioD Aat oo Aa lioaa of Aa KU vktoh wm 
paaaad bf Aa Council of State and vaabalofo Aa* lA aaaaion of AalaA 
AaaamUf. Tba Bill aa oow iBiroduead uanowa oarteto ddaeticoa riiaad 
fa Aa laat AaaemUj. Tha third Bill la for amanding Aa Sagtotrattoai 
Aot removing doubts oraated bf Aa Privf CoBaofl wiA rafaroDoa to ooo* 
tmats for sda of land wharo aamaot moaaf is paid. 

Sir BiMI BMett Aaa introduaad his Area Carraoof Billa. 

Sr Ghaslaa bmaa Aaa movad tim tivo Steal BiUa whbh wmaDowadto 
be iatiodoaad- 

MafnaainB on Baaanro Bank BOL 

Sir Basil BLACKETT was Aaarad aa be rose to maia Aa afraolatioB at 
Aa KlItoaatebAha ioUavmnaf aodto aonat^ a raaarra bank. This 
Bin be said gave aSaot to a aomprehaoalTa aAaina of acrranaf propoarf ^ 
Aa HiltoB*ToBOg CbrnmiaaioB and it was right Aat it aboold be pimad 
baltoa tba poUla for oritioianL Tha prapiratioo of Aa Bill waa difienit and 
ha paid a tribute to tha Finanea Daivutmant. Mn Darkin^ Contndlar of 
Oarranof and Mr. Wright of Aa LegulAira Dapartmaut 

Tha Ftoanaa Mambar also annoonaad that ^tar eonaultatioo with Tarfaoa 
gaaitom of Aa Hooaa^ tba Oovarnmaot had decided Aat affeatira diacoaaioQ 
of Ai Btobanga Batto Kll Aottid not taka plaea till tha budget waa praaanted. 
Ba bppad t^t .Aa eorrancf ooBtrorarif would be over and would aot abod 
Aair tIAmi wbbo the Bill ha waa proposing to circulate came up tor diacumioB. 
The Bill waa comprehanaim and put proposals fora gold bulltoo standard 
aid i vaaarva btoik togathar aa tha two wars mutuaKf intardapaudaBt. 

' Sir Bun Blaakatt Aao explaioad tha eoirancif propbaala. Haamphaaiaad 
that the ftilvar rupaa would now beeoma Aa unit of amount and gold Aa, 
atandard of Tihia. India terdaf wu taking a aBatertol iiap forward. India* 
waa gbfog torthar and adopting a gobl bnllioo ateodard wbfoh maasnradAa 
iuteraoiiTartihilitf of a legal tender and gidd. In laat* India wonld alaad 
aiaaUf wbara the United Kinadmn stood under its Gold Standard Aat al 
1915 auljmt to apeeial anangamonta to regard to Ao Fstea at whiA gold waa 
tobafivam Ha aaaurad tha Bouse that India would ba jotoiiig Aa lanka of. 
tite oountrioa with an absolute gold atandard. Thoao who arantad a gall 
aurrancf must also auppoft tha Bill aa It pmridadan iodfopanaabto atega iav 
moving to that goA It wua Impaaaihfo totfo Aair auaaaaaon bp titaf Sto 



is i AS. * 27 ] ftttSBRVB B4Nie BlLt , 

dais on wkiob sold mirraiMf wooUte iotrodoood. Monom. ^ 

Bio dRo woald onlj lotad the diio nlhor thoo hodon it Ho ontmipi^ 
tiiaftinlO to 15 join gold oarrmoy might bo adopted. The Tonr i|iit 
dHBool^ mum mm the exwtenee of the ezoeei of a larie coined ailvor. w a 
fdd onnoiiqy they would require iniBeient gold aaeete ; hot today the po^- 
tial gold aeeefai in reaerre were not enoii^. No leaa than 50 eroraa we^ 
looked up in ailTer rapeea. In the paper Cnrreoey BeaerfOb 100 ovorea of 
aOTor mpee were in reaenre. He heM that their reaerae waa anfldent Ip 
aBaintaIn atabOi^ of exchange at the preaent d# facto rate if thqy were willliiy 
to nae their reaerre. For the porpoie of the gold huNfon atandard* they 
moat atrengthen the gold poaition of their reaerre. They eonld not ignore thp 
exiatenoe of a large anri^iu of mpeea nther in their reaerre or in hMrda. for 
when mpeea came out of hoaida they went into reaerre leering affaire 
rapeea in oireolation reiy mnoh the aame. 

Aa for the new notacf he emphanaed that they moat get rid of the 
oHigatinn to gat aOrer mpee which oUigation oanaed the breal^wn of tkp 
pre-war gold ooneney eyatem daring the war. Notea in India wooU# aa 
ha Baghadi mean the eqoiraleot of the faoe raloe with the rapee enhoied 
hy antomatle pioriaiona of the correoey law and the working of the onrfeney 
madiineiy and of the reaerre bank. 

Sir Baail Blackett dnally tooohed on the broader aapeot of the bane. He 
opined that not only hia propoaal woold enaore a higher atandard of Ble 
bat ako lead to the oonaolldatioo of national unity. He quoted the inatanea 
of the United Stataa of Amerioa whoae anit waa efBoiently brought into 
exiatenoe by the geniua of Sir Alexander Hamilton deroting attentioo to the 
eorreney and banking eyatem wbidi led to the eonatit^on of a Fedanl 
Baaerre Bank. In fact I regard tbe Baaerre Bank Bill aa liberaliam fa 
ftnanne that haa erer been offered to India and it la a fitting meaaure 
to take the firat atep in thia new Council Bouae. it ia in aeeordanee 
with the apirit of tbe dedaration of 1917 and will add enormoualy to 
the importanoe and influenoe of Iiidia’a poaition in the financial eounella of 
the world when the Beaerre Bank of India takea Ita plaee aide by aide 
with other aiater inatitutiona of tbe workL** Sir Baail Blackett* while 
admitting ihe diffioultlea and triala of fioating a new inatitntioni emphaaieed 
that there waa no other optioni for the Imperial Bank muat be kept to 
continue the great oommeroial and banking aerrieea it waa rendering to the 
country. He eoi:^ not too atrongly lay atreaa on the potential ralue of tha 
tPo atrong inatitutiona functioning aide by aide* one by eontinulng with 
greater freedom to expand ita buaioeia faeilltiea and the other taUng 
orer all Oorernment buaineaa in mattera eaaentially of a banking character* 
The Secretary of State had agreed to promote parliamentary legiolatioo to 
traaeier hia powera in London to the Rwerre Bank in India. He antielpa* 
ted that banhi in India would eome to treat tbe Reaerre Bank aa thdr 
friend and eonnaellor which would* by diaoount faeilitieof gire the banka 
greater liquidity in reapeet of their aasata than waa available at preeeok In 
their propoaala eompenaatlng tbe Imperial Bank, the Horernment had 
a o eoee d ed in doing eTen-haod^ {uatice aO round* eafeguarding the intereata 
of the taxpayer encoring that it did not damage other banka and at the eanm 
ticM dmohaiglpg their reaponaibmty to the Imperial Bank which they bfonght 
inie aariatanee and die oxtenaioo of whoae baidking faeilitiea waa of deep 

n 



TOM liCiSLATlVB ASSBilBLY 

BOBBtrn to tk< Ownwwfc HAflooohided: **TUiii Ik* gH*h*t wmmn 
•i flaaiMU libcndin uda* mhIiI rMonmradit to Ih* yidilia'' 

gr PBuhottomd** THAKUBDAS dadwad tkatSIr BHOBadntt bad 
Mna to* opportonito of tnmnfic *t«i to* ftonod not eovaiad bp to* BiO. 
Th* tfttJm wanted a eatetorieal answer to the queetioa whatoer to* 
OovannMnt aeeepted toe nnanmona reoomniendation of to* (bimn*p Coar 
aeiasion toat when India had an adequate gdd reaerwi the AeaemUp eonld, 
on dauand, bar* a gold enmngr. The speaker had ^ apprtoenaM in th* 
aMtter of the intiodnotion of a pore and nnalloyed raaerr* bank to India of 
to* tjrpe in Westani eountriae. This was building froa the top^ 
whkh bad four thonaand banking branohw was itill thinking <rf a Gential 
Bank* The IlnaEoe Member had not told them of toe number of 
bianehes to India. The Imperil Bank alone had btanohee tanning into 
tor** flguito ; it had 164 branohea. The question really was what was to to 
don* to d*Telop banking in India and the stsrtoig of a Beserr* bank would 
hardly meet the question. There were in India only S6 respeetable banki of 
etending, out of whioh SI were amrlndian banks a^ only fire Indian banka. 
His support of a Besom Bank was due to bis anzieto to do whatever to eoold 
to take out th* present oontool of Indian eurren^ from toe hands of Whitr 
hall and transfer it to the Oovemment of Indis. however imperfeot and tar 
ponaive at tones the latter was (Congress tonohes : “ uniesponaiv* at all 
tonai^’X He would latoer wish toat toe Besenre Bsnk need not neeeeearily 
to diflhrant from toe Imperial Bsnk of India. He did not. want a pure and 
unalloyed Besem Bank which the U. 8. A. wanted arith its 36.000 
banking hranehas and whioh Canada did not have even with 4.000 btanitoaa 
nnd whioh might not. toarafora. to at all anitablo to India. 

Finally. Sir Fnrshottamdas atcragiy protested against the OovammantT* 
detorion to defer eonaidoration of toe Ezehange Batio Bill till after the 
Budget. This strangthened the sns^ion that the Govammont did not want 
to* Bill, to to diseumed on its merite and that to* Assembly would bedhead 
of discnseing the Bill impartially. The Assembly should have toen given an 
opportunity of disouming toe ^1 at toe earliest opportunity. The Ilnanea 
Mambar would now present the House og^ with a /ad aeeempU by framing 
toe budget on Is. M and declaring that it oonld not to oliav*d to la. 4d. 
haab os the Finanee KU must to pawed by the Slat Marto. Sir Fniaho*' 
tamdas warned that the longer the dehqr in the imperial oonsidoratom 
of toe qoaation toe more would th* Finanee Member handkap those hddiag 
eontraiy views. 

Mr. O. IX BIBLA thought the Bill was oalculated neither to give a gold 
itandard nor a gdd onrreney to India. In order to have agdd ourrensy 
India must hav* a gold standard. diBerenea between the selling and 
buying rateewas eight annas in India, wberaae in Englaiid it wae half anna 
par tola. That itself would show toat it was not possible to establish a gold 
standard as pnvoeed in the BUL Under toe seheme proposed in the Bill 
Indb could not for even 40 years have a gold enrrenoy. As tagards the 
poatpoaament of to* oondderatimi of toe ratio he wdomned it. if lor 
no oihar reason than at least to see that an expert like Sir Basil Blaekett 
did not eommit mistskw whioh were committed by Sir M aleo h n 
Haiiey. Mr. Bina said ther* Wae no guarantee that the Besem Bank wntol 
!• dmitotid by pattitalar gio^ of iuumn. When to* toM *HMr 





iiiBL nonmoN biu. in 

5"*2wii. H« dM IfaTimm bu^ ih^' AHto 

•afcadd* attMhsd to Ae m 

llr. Shumikaa OHBTTI. CUd WUp of tho Oaogtm poHp, mU 
bb puff bad not baeq ooimltad I9 tbe FioaiMO llombor wbo bad daahsad 
ttat tba Bubri^ vbw in tha Home waa tbat^teoaitoa 00 the ralb pnattoB 
■ilhtbepoatpMadtiOaftar the budget. Bagarding onrreaeir be emiAariNd 
tbd thne anat be a etatototp obligation on the OorarnmoBt or the Beeerm 
Buk to boOd op ib gold naoarae witbin a eertain i«d tima in order to 
onabb the iatrodnetion of a gdd earrenop soon after tint WitiioataaAa 
prorMoiii there would be no enmnop at all He eoaM not> tberetMe. under* 
atMd how eneh a proriiion would retard the realiaatbn of ^e o^eet ttop had 
fo Tiewt namdp the erantnal eetablbbment of a gold eurreo^. Proeeadingk 
Mr. CBettiar aaked whedier it wai not a fact that daring the last one pear 
there had been a ateadp bU in the gold prices in. the world. (Sir Basil denied 
it and quoted figures). Mr. Chetti quoted tome other statbtiee and 
maintaiaed hb ixdnt of riew. It waa well'known that the Finanoe Memberi 
ever ainee he same to Indb> had been singing that internal prbee bad been 
maintained and went on deflating tta ourrencp in order to keep up bb pat 
theorp and therebp dislocating prices. ConcIudiiWi Mr. Obetti emphatiM 
the neeessitp of providing ample safeguards in regard to thb position 
and hwation of the Beeenre which he affirmed should not be' in foreign 
eonntries : for that would onip be exposing their reserve te serious rbka in 
times of national crbb nod reducing the alraadp sbodar rOaonresa of lodb. 

After several membeta bad spoken tiie motion for tirenlation of tito 
Bill waa agreed to nnanimonslp and the House than aiBoumad. 


Steel Protection Billt 


The Legielative AssemUp re-aasembed on the S 8 TH JAMHABT with 
a brief agenda, chief among them being (he discussion of Ae Stcd BUI on 
the GomnMroe Member’s motion for its reference to a select committeoi 
Tbb raised a livelp debate on the principles of tha BUI with pa r t icnl a g 
referenoe to the proposab for imperial preferenee advoeated bp the Tarif 
Boari and embodied in the Kll. 


Sir (}faar)ss IHNIS ssofsd nfsrenee of tbs BtssI Bill ts a Bslsat OossarfUse 
seasistlag of Sir Bhapaadfanatb Mitia, Hr. M. B. Japakar. Lala Mpat Bai, Hr. K. 
Jlanah, Moalvi Mabowsd Mr. O. Sarrstbssaa BaiH Sir Walter Wltasa. llr.ilC. 

Bataaswaiai, Mr. H. H. Josh! and Sir ObarJss laasa 

At tbs oataet, tbs (}oa>mecee Member isviairsd tba blal«p s( pnleatisn graatsd to 
tbs iadamrp daring the bat Urns pears and said altbsaghtbsrs wars cartaln dlsad v a a tag m 
M tbs ladaatip bring in tbs bands of a single Sim, tbsw was this ade an tagit aasis(p 
that tha rstalto aridsssd eompaisd lafootahip with tbs prist paid. Tbs prsMSMon 
granted te the tsdnstip was not nagenstons ba( at the eaaes tims thsis < 
balden on the eontamwa. HedidnotwMi to iapip that the beidrii 
had been nndnlv beaw and this fSot was pro red bp the ease with 
was boms and at (nrtber tee t l Se d bp the inereaee in the consamptlM of sM. XbS 
(ntnaae repmeeated tbirtp par cent dnring tba lait three pears. 1^ Ohate lansA 
attar qBctiagSgaias to proee tbit lacieasa,emphatiaad that tbs prilpp at piMtstlso wm 
net nadalp op pw e ri ee te tha eeaeamer. . 

Bat tbess waa the other ride at the esse, that was the SttriOriapm.^mgi^ 

ths valat te their monsp and was oar ealte bsawaii^e^vel Sir tamte fume 
eowtended that the answer to thaes q a es ti o ne by in the tarit Baartfs mpte 
new betee tha Bonsn fhe pratetian prapMsd was Jess than that wbMb a 
entaniehatinilseUwatnviip aBtMMtoip iaatam. In this 
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tBMiatnsU^^ tnmmun 

«• tam ihM Hit WMfUk Mte wm 

twmwi^Pim^^timwkkkmmi^ praAH te InglMiil. OmmiiA «• ihii^ 
ta cf the TMw It InHft wm telfin. Iiidi 0 d» afttr tte mSm fwii the 
Thtuhed eae if edtitwtgir, better ltd h«l3ilir eospuif. Added le thiiL the fHn 
ewe eheet le tij the tew end dtfteeltdi^iit pieene which iwe tt iMertM tteeetkt 
•td hid tel jet hret fetfedneed eeen In the United Xli^ideBi. Be eoeld net mj at j- 
thing dfim^ ngeiding the Bneneee of the Tete Oom|Minj. It wee e deMeete iMlteri 
hgt he wee net lettrageetenjieeret in mentioning tbit the OoBiNuij wm in eeiy mteh 
■t f ci g e t poeiCiot to-dij when eomimred to whit it wm in October 19t4 etd m i lenlt 
if the fhMBeiid*! report, Itepoeltloa eboold be etienger etiU. On ite tcebnleel dde, 
" ireee bed ben nuide^ with the renlt thet the worltP eoet bed ben redioed te 
MMldOrnpeec ter ten end here the Gommeree Member eongtetaleted Mr. 
1^1 the Oenem lleniger it Jimebedpor Worke for the piogrem made in aleel 
■amiMtefi and Mid tbit the OM thing wbleb inimited Mr. Alennder wm bie dcdra 
te mihe the cieeloompiBj independent of estmneeM help from GoferaeMnt end npeUc 
if eompetithm 

leari en ill tbeat dgiiee rad feetora, the Tlertfl Bond bed ^?en ita eon ri dned 
raIMn thet their pelipj ef dieorlmioiting proteetien bed ben jnatiged rad enooearfil. 
the Anniblj wm net now diMBming the qaettlon of prineipio er poliqr. Thia wm 
ed In peieing the let of 19t4 when tlMj gnaimnteed preleelive mtee oiuj for tbiM 
‘ Be agreed tbat the Aaaemblj wm qnite rntiticd to go bedk npen the pelkj ef He 
It. Ffoteetion might be n good or bed thing, bet the Aioembl j woeld egiee 
I hiring embirhed on i poltej of proteetien, it wenid do no good to diephw 
OielllitloB end it WM better to let the polity of proteetion to entinno m long m it wm idt 
r to the tatereeti of Indira prodeee. 

Prooeoding, Sir Oborlee Innee oomplimented tbo ferifl Bond on ite estiemely ihle. 
tomtiike report It wm ra impartial report baaed on on Importlel etndy of 
9bo Bond bed made a eirefol eetimate of tbo fair aeUing prioerad eqaalto 
mmfoliitimittoftboprieaiitwhieheteel WM likely to lell in totniii BbwMtoldthot 
iitimitiiof thB kind wore not of rilM,bnt]io oontnted that th^wera ra otmtlal 
inliriof the goliey of proteetien. Wbn the Bteel Aet wm botog diiomed to the 
AMtb^ to im, BOibing impremed him more then the feet that membere toitated ibal 
whatever meanre of proteetion wu givn mut be with dM regard to tbo well-being of 
ibe eommnnity m a whole end, Indeed, it wm dM to tbie ineiatenM tbat tbo pieambli 
if the Bill WM altered to tbat efleet Whatever wm done meet new be done after ouo- 
fUly adieellBgihaitoteNetoof tbeooMBmer rad the prodeeer. The BoMe meet not to 
ray way ha prepared to eonntenraeo on tto pert of ray indoetiy the elaim that beaaaie 
proleetioB wm obm given It ebonld be givn to the agme form and to the aeme eitnt. Con* 
ditione varM aoeording to the efrenmetenoee of the eteel iadnetry. The obfeet of piotee- 
tfen belBg that It mnt help tbo Indnatry eventnelly to maintain itaelf withont tbo help 


al piotcaiion^it wm neeee e ary to find to what period and to wbnt form proteotioB meat 
ho granted. The Thrifl Board bad recommended deoreeae to proteethm hot 


of it for oeven jmn. Tbeie were baaed on the Oompray*to aohome of 
^ teproveamt and tba oonaeqnnt ineream In oetpet m alao the fetare cowne of oelltog 
piMee of foreign eteel. The ontpat of the IhtM wee eipeeted at the end of aoven yeaie 
to ho fi00,000 tone. Hnoe it wm odvieable to eitend proloetin to aeven ynia wbn it 
WM hoped thet the eompeay woald be able te dfapenae with proteetion rad aten^ maided. 
In arriving at tbii reoeauaeadetioM the Tariff Bnerd bad to take into aoeonnl eeveral 
faotoro indndtag ibe eoonomieo in overhead diargee and the to'erean to oatpat n a 
leraltofenteneloM rad improvement. Ofeoniee^ they ebonld nat czpeot tba oonnoMr 
to pay for mfmMtollom of the Steel Company, hat -ibe TiiiA Board'e raport woald 
itiow tbat overhead obargee wnld be redaoed from Be. 68 per ton to Bn |S per ton. 

Pr oeegfing the ComaMroe Member Rferred to imp^ figaree and pMated ont that 
tbita ware dlMoltlea to eetimating the average prioa at wbloh eteel wm llkeiy to^he 
Ipipjirted for over a period of oeven yeeiv. The altoalioB wm oomplinted hf aerlato 
More like the Importa from both the United Kingdom and tbo oontlaent. tbo difloroni 
" qpality and tbo gap in prieee. The Tariff Board ooneldered the prioeo at whieb BrUtoh 
•ml WM libely to oome. Ao regaWed the former, there wm no dUSealtj beoaaae the 
^rleei were otaWlieed at the prioee of the firat foar montba of 1916 whereM m 
lagBfded oenttoentolileel there were eo many faetore wbiob were llkety to ooen Into 
nhqr te toitibilt^. the Tariff Board bad obierved that It woald ha aiMfe to 

naawaoadoorralHonthoanamp^tbatray leval of prloM wbloh thn m%hl now 
ndopi wohid agnlliniwtlhdnianhiimtlaldmiigothrog|boBttefndQdolpntomto 
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Mr. JOBHI e^iieiMl to the premHeo of fadimm Iqr mliiad • MifB mil ; teB 
tofArtoblj thiew iIm berdeo on the people iHio fveie not Able to beer it Wbn taipofl 
dAtioi Wile taipoiid. it wao difleelt to dtoorMnite ee to Whleb OkMi oonid or oonld 
not boor it. Moroorery the protootioB of ao todeotiy bP boen^ wee not faolpCnl 
to the f ffowtb of tbnt indnitiy. All the belle and Inj indeetriei iboald bo oonmiled bp 
tbonotion end if proteetion wee neoenerj for otool, bo woeld beve it. In tbo lonn of 
bonntp in tbo ooae of otcol woiob wm tboboiio indeitrj. Tbqroboold ndoptn poiipp 
of mAg tbit tbo whole notion moat oonirol lb He know thot no ol pmont oonitit ntod 
tbo Aoienbiy wonU not aopport tbit view of Ui. (Hoor, hoork Ho, tboiefoie, oogieitod 
tbot tbo diet oondition of proteetion most be tbit It mnit bo not only in tbo intofom of 
tboM wbo pat OMH^y in tbo indmtry, bot olio in tbo lataieiti of hoaon loboer oaployod 
In it It woe neoenAfy that thoro ihoold bo proteetion of haaoB loboar invoitod m tbo 
indeotry. The leeond eonditkm he wonld lapooo wao that in tbo eooe of pieteebod fndni* 
trIfib tbo limit of dividende to be given to tbo ihAroholdoro mnit bo died. Tbiidly, be 
that tbo indnitry lor tbo proteetita of wbieh the nation wao neridefngMMmld 
i tiaiiifoned to foroigaen. Laetly, be urged rapid Indfaniaalioa of the IndMlrj. 

Mr. JaTaKAB eongiatabited the Qovemmont on tbo wondorfal doopatob with whieh 
they bad embodied tbo roeommendationo of tbo Board in thio BUI and hoped that the 
OevomoMDt would bo equally prompt in tbo eaoo of other imporunt nmaioiei ao woU, oo 
lomo ineharitablo eritioii mote eepeeially in Bombay, bad laid that tbo Qovemmont of 
India wore in the haUt of planing the AaaombJy on the born of a dilemma. It had 
boon mid in legard to tbo oarronoy qaeition that there were two alternativeiL either 
tbo li. 6d. ratio or a dedoit budget. There wore alio nnobaritablo eritioi in Bombay 
who. mid that the Qovernmont were preeenting thii Bill in whieh they were adbed to 
'ebooio between inpporting tbo key indnitrp or aeeept tbo alternative of giving prelbronoo 
to BrHbdi artioliO» Speaking ai a politician, ho empbaiiied that bo would bo tbo drit 
penon to give proforenoo to Brltiih made artioleo ; bot he eomptoined that in tbio BQl 
tiMQ mre aikid to give a very imall priee for a big oonoemioa of imperial profmoMo 
1 tbioagb the backdoor. Great Britain iboald pay an adeqnato priee if it wanlod 
iloB. A nmintaittod that the danger of allowing eontinonul goodi into India 
_unted and that the Tariff Board had amrely pat in a oaoe of opoeial 
BliOdiBg in mylng that there waa danger to pablie mfety in niing continental oteol for 
bridgoo Ota. Ho wanted to know wbotbor there waa any embargoin England plaoid on 
the import of oontinontal mil. Ho farther wanted to know what guarantee there wu la 
ONO Britm olool dotorloratod in quality and if oontineatol iteel wai oeat to India throagh 
Bnglaad. 


Bir Oharlco IKMB8, in winding an tbo debate, expreaaed aatiifaotion that there wao 
general eapport to tbo principle of the Bill. Ai for Mr. Jajakar*i pertinent qoHtion, ho 
IBIrOharlie) bad aniwori; bot it waa better to diieaii them in the Seleet Committoo 
rather than on the door of tbii Home. Ai far m the Government were conoemed, the cnee 
wao 00 itroDg tb(^ they would bo only coo willing to have it probed and explored. 
Mr. Jayakar had laid there wai imperial preference. Bir Oharlei Innei empbaiiied there 
WAO none. The fboti ooneemlng the iteel problem were examined by a Board eoniiotlng 
of two eminent Indiana and they had recommended that on purely ooonomlo groando 
tbmo iboald bo diflbrential ratei and booaaie the Government had aooepcod their lopoil 
it oboald not bo amamed that there wai the introdnotion of imperial preferoaoi bp te 


Tbo BMtion for a Beleot Oommittoo to whieh were aim added the namei of Mr.Inmp 
and Mr. G. D. Birla wai carried witbont a diviiion and the Oommittoo wai aikad to 
iti upon tbo BtbVobmary. The Hpaae then adioumed. 

0. P. C. Amandmant Bill. 


Tha nasfc two dayo via. tfia STth and Slat Janaary wera thadayo 
iar oAeial bnoioaoo in tha Aooembly. On the S7th, Sir Alaiandar 
Miiddlinan,\ in introi^ueing tha Bill farther to amend tha Code of Givil 
Proeodura l'^6, aaid that it waa to give afftot to tha reoommondationa made 
in their report by tha Civil Jortioe Committee for tha amandmant of part, 
two and order fl ot the Brat oohadole to the Coda of Civil Prooedara 
190A Tbs ramabiiiii tboommwAlUMm of tha Cammtttaa for tha amandmaiit 
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of liMiloideraf«»ilwM polntadoiii. oodar aepmta aoiwidaniiioii. Omm 
18 (8) ororite tilol whao a jndgnaiiMablor appaah agaioal an Ofdar ondar 
ttal aaaticHi wkara daeraa ia lor tha pi^ant of monay only* ha aiMt giaa 
aaauiity Ua tiia daeraltl amoant Tha Committaa'a propoaab lor Ite 
raateMoQ of lUat appaal from tha ordari andar that aaotion ara batng 
aapanlaly pnrridad lor aa thaaa oannot aoitably ba affaatad by an amandmant 
of tha CMa. Cbnaa tan aztanda bat not with ratroapaetiva affaat tha aaopa 
of Saotkm 66 to dafaodant opponaot or obiaator who ia not In poaiaat i o n of 
proparty parahaaadL Okuaa 14» aaedon 145 la rariaad ao aa to aira tha Ooart 
powar to raaliaa proparty or intaraat oonpriaad in aeourlty by azaoation in tha 
aait or prooaading itaalf without a Iraah anit. Power ia» howavari raaarrad 
to ralagata eraditor to a Iraah auit aa a praoaution to maat oaaaa ol apaaial 
aompli^ion. In elaoaaa 16 and 18 (l) i^aadara ara r^uirad to aifn a dama 
whan thay ara aatiaiad that it ia in oonforraity with a Judgraaut and ao 
appaal ia baaad on tha ground that a daoraa haa bean improparly drawn op 
ia barrad azoapt hj apaaial laava. UnlaM an olfaction haa bean tokao at 
propar tima in tbia manner in tha court poaaing a daoraa in olooaa 17t tha 
naw mla (a) prohibita tha aiitartainmant by tha azaouting court ol a plaa 
odranoad a judgmant-debtor that daoraa-holdar hod ograad that tha 
daoraa ahould not ba azaoutad. 

Income-Tax Amandmant Bill. 

Sir Boail Blackett than moved formally lor rafaranoa to a Salaet Oom* 
mittaa tha Bill to amend tha Income-tax Act 1933 which woa introduced on the 
36th Jan. Altar explaining tha itatamant of oldecta and raooonii tha Finanaa 
Member, alluding to Sir Victor Sosaoon'a .motion lor circulating tha Bill to 
elicit public opinion, aaid although on almoit ovary dauaa ol tha Bill tha Board 
ol Bavaoua hikl at one tima or another diaouiaad tha propo^ with tha 
Chamban ol tha Commaroa, yet in view ol tha loot that the Bill oa a whola 
hod not bean ciroulatad. ha woa prepared to agree to ra-ciroulation* The 
Honaa agreed to tha circulation of tha bill and than adjourned till 

Limitation Act Amending Bill. 

Tha 31 ST JANUART when Sir Alexander Muddiman introduaad 
tha Kll amending the Limitation Act of 1908. In doing oo ha iaid:«-Tha 
Civil Juatioa Committee recommended that aaction 48 ol tha Coda of 
Civil Prooadura 1908 and article 183 ol tha ftnt aohedule to tha Indfan 
Limitation Act 1908 be amended oo aa to reduce tha limit ol time ton 
axaeutioo in the cose ol money daoraaa from 13 to 6 yaare and to laioa tha 
period ol limitation from S to 6 but to permit a daoraa-holdar avan 
altar .the expiry of six yaare to apply lor axaeution if ha can ehow that 
tha {udgmant-dabtor has coma into ooma proparty or that ha hoc raaiutly 
diaoovarad that the judgment debtor boa property. If, however, it ia daahlad 
to rataip artida 183 in ita preaent form, tha Committaa raoommaod that it 
ahould ba amended ao oa to provide that the period ol thraa yaare ehoold 
begin not from tha data of the laet applieatioo lor axaeution but from tha 
data of tha loot order on eueb a pravleua applieatioo. Tha 6ret propooet ia not 
aoneidarad to ba eatieftUory and the Kll givao affect to tha altamativa propooaL 
Amendment of Merchant Shipping Aot 

Mr. Bhoia than moved lor rafaranoa to tha Select Committaa the BfD 
amaodiog tha Merchant Shipping Aot boeed on the pfumiea of Sir MihooMd 
BrtIWIik IB iiipivv. lb, tai oi iMm 
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Ikt BID WM to m Soloot wnMur of Mr. 

Aon. Mr. fknl IhUntalMi. BaJ. OhuiMl.r AU Kkub Ifo iJIfaa.. Sir 
Wdtor WOwDi Sir AMnl Qa^ntD. Mr. H^ji. Hr. Jimwli. Mr. Takilk Mb. 
Slatf Mr. Imafl Kha.. Mr. Natique. Dr. Sahrawardr Mid Mr. Kaaia. 

MegntiaUe lutrameDta Aek Amendmeiit. 

Sir Bain Badiett next moTad tba eonaidantion al tha Bill aaaaiidim tt. 
H.|ali.1ile IntmnaBta Aet irith . via. ta provide that baarar Inatraamila 
■kam not iaae thair baarar ebaraatar an aeean'it af tbair haviiiK baa. 
aktonad. Tha Mil was, in Sir BaaO’a apininn, ef eanaidarabla inpoitaMa 
taMi ^ point of view of davelopment of banking in India. 

Sb pBrnabotbaindaa Tbaknrdaa felt that in thia matter tha Govarnmont 
had aotad a. the viewa of tiia Aaaoaiatcd Cbambara and ignomd Snaa of 
lha liidiaB Merebanta Chamber. 'He conM move far the appaintment of a 
Sllaal Oamaitlao provided thar did not aoaunit tha Honaa to aeoaptuHa 
af prfaalpla bapond ita appliaation to oertain inatromanta. 

Bb Baail agrarf with Sir Ptmnhotbamdaa in raapaet of raatrietio. rngnid* 
inf tha prhmipb nndarljing tba Bill and Sir P tt t n a b et h a md a a’ a nmtio. far 
SMaatOOiimittaa vaa agr^ npon. 

Tha foDoiHng warn appointed to tha eommittaa. Tba Unanaa Manthert 
Dr. MaophaQ. Mr. Oraham, Mr. Cbetti. Mr. Anap. Mr. Faaal Babhetnlbb, 
Mr. Awiranil Aafan. Mr. Birla. Mr. Bangaairami Ipangar. Mr. Mahta. Mr. 
Itedpib Ifo Walter ^Hlaon, Hr. A. Ipangar. ^uidit Mo^ Nahm. Mr. 
Sr fa dvai* Iraii|Brt Mr. T. B. Stqr. Mr. Kirkabhai Pramahand. Mr. Nbmal 
Chndar Obnidar. Mr. Barohandni Vbbindaa and Sb rniahiitknmdni 

AmradaMiit of tha Seonritiao Aat 

Sb BhD Bhokatt. aho moved for aonaideTation of the BID na e a ndln g tta 
SaamWaa Aat of IMO. In doing ao. ha azi^ainad tha proviaon i in gieal 
dalailwdtNmehidad bp. ampbaaiai w that tha Honaa waa naked to tovioe tha 
law ao that it might reotora to tba tarpaper tha aama amonnt of pnlaalioo 
aa ha aafopad before tba paaaage of the Indian S n aea i a i on Aat laat pear. 

Mr. M. Si Anap pointed out that under tha Bili if tba daaoand fpr pap* 
maol ba mt made within aix peara after tha data of mataritp. than Mt onb 
lataraat hot tta prinoipal anm would not be paid. Thna tha liabQitp M 
lha Qovarinmnt whieh under tha Saenritiaa Act otood ao long aa tha aaooiib 
wna Mt paid might ba abaolvad. Moreover, pndar tha MU a aneaaaaion 
oiriBbata would ba dadarad nuU and void. Mr. Anap’a motion waa aaaaptad. 

Tha Indian Lirnttation Aat Amandmenb 

Sb Abxandar Muddiman than moved that tha MU fuithar to amend 
Iho bdiM UmHation Aat of 1908 be taken into aouaidamtiop. Tha BOl 
bttowaanll of oertain xaeommandationa of the CSvU Juatioa Camadltaa. 
Tha Oommithoe had raaommandad : (1) that anbwaation 1 of Saation 90 
ahonld ba anwndad ao aa to make npmmit oi.intaraat alao anlfaat to tho 
•unditian that tha iaat of papmant ahonld appear in the haiid>wTiUng of 
Sm pacaon mMiing tha aama ; (8) that a limits owner under tha Hfadn 
Inw and manager of a joint -Hindu familp ahonld bo anablad to make aa* 
fcnowlodgmanta and papmanta under Seationa 19 and 90$ (9) that aitiob 
Itl ahonld ba amwded ao to make it dear that a anit to raeovar tha valna 
of paddp and anah prodnoo charged on immovaabla propoitp aomaa within 
IhtoMlidai aad (4) that aitida IM ahonld ha amandadaoaatumihpB 
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fir Alonndar Mnddimu. in making tho moliom mmnrkoil tta* oI^mp 
ttnnoto varbrntaapaoliof the fill bad bean mat oa an aarto onearfoo. 
Ha> toanfm, only formally moradgkafilL Sir Atozandar ^ anhiaad 
thto too BiOwaa brought forward in tbalil^ of oiitioiamamado by tha Inal 
AammUy on a aimilar moarara. 

Mr. Nri oppoaad Clanaa S of fia BilL Ha aaid Ibara waa no aaMh 
yrofiaion aitbar in Jhigliah or Amarioaa low. Bni^itoLaw aat rofnfto 
that pi^awnt of intaraat thonld bo aridanood by writing. Thara waa no 
Btatiata to proTo tbo allogation of tiia Civil JnatiM Oommittaa t^ ibtrt 
waa a arop of frivohnu aoita in tba abaanaa of anob a proTUon. laaoflr 
•idaring diis tnbjaat, tha diffianltiaa of tha paopla in mral araaa ahoold ba 
givan ^a atlantion. Any law wbieh raquired that ayory paymant atada 
by a dabtor aitbar by way of .prineipol or intaraat abonid ba avklanoa d 
by writing would araata nnnaeaaaary oomplioationa in tha daily aaonomia 
Ufa of rUlagom. 

Mr. Srinivaaa lyangar bad aaotbar difianlto. Tha arorda "aeknow* 
lodgmantof paymant" intbo Bill woddi ha aaid. add to tha dUBaoItte 
aapaaially in ragard to mortgagaa. 

Mr. NIrmal (Urapdar Cbnndar raitaratad tba objeation adraaatd by 
tha ptarioaa apaakam. On tha otbar hand. Mr. Amarnath Doth apaakiay 
from bk azparianoa aa a proatiaiag lawyar in tha mofnmil aontta. diaagraad 
wUh tha harnad lawyara who ^aaadad him. In bia opinion, thia waa a 
vary daairaUa oban^ wUah would prarant natonpnlMa ' monaydondan 
ahatoing^a bo rr o w a ra. 

fir Alazandar Mnddiman briaily rapliad and tha Bill waa thop paatad 
with ona or two diaaantiantai Tba AaaamUy than wQonmad. 

NonOfieial Klla. 

On tha 1ST FEBRUABT tba Aaaambly bad a vary abort aittiog wHh 
Bon-offlaial Billa. Mr. N. C. Kalkar introduead tbit Bill to amand tha Land 
Aaqnfaition Aat Ha aaid hit maarara wbila not impairing tba naafnlnam of 
tha Aat in any matarial particular would balp to maka ita oporatioo lam 
unpopular baaauaa morn equitaUa. Fint of all, bit Bill proridad fora 
judidal anquity wbara alleged puUie utaiulomt of work for wbieh land waa 
to ba acquired could ba oballenged by any peraon. Seeondly. wbara oompanr 
cation of land waa required under tba Aat. the praaant arbitiury powaaa 
thonld to reidaocd by arlntration. 

IS other Billa were introduead formally without apeaoban Thair intro* 
duatioD waa not oppoaad. . Theta ware Mr. Dorahamf lyangaTt BiU amandine 
tha Bagittra^n Aat and Civil Procedure Code taction 80 ; Dr. Oour'a Bill, 
amending I. P. C. Section 141 ; Mr. TaknVt Bill amending tba Sumaatio n 
Aat,aaetian 873 and the Bitt to ragnlata and fanprove kw raportt. Mr. 
Nacigy'a B31 amending Steam Vaaaeb Act and Indian Marobandba Marka 
Aat and Mr. Harbilaa Sarda’t fill to atoltah child-marriagm anumg Hindna. 
Tbo Home Member told tha Houta tiiat to wmild oppoae tbit fill at all 
futura atagaa. Mr. Takub introduead the Bill to limit intaraat obatgad oa 
kaaa of variona kinda in Btitiah India and bring the kw into eoidarmity 
with'tha n e^ of tim peoi^a and Mr. Kalkar a BQI anmoding tba Sotiatim 
IkgfMcatioB Aat Station SO. 

U 
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Dr. Ooar wm not In hb tent wIiod enllad on to intiodnoe Afa BID to 
•mod the Indbn Oriminal Lew Amendment Aot I908i and the Code of 
Orimlnel Pfooednre Seofcion 491. When he oame in the Preeident eaid he 
eoold only make a eeoond reading motion of the Bill. Dr. Goar did thb 
and the Home 'Member olgeetedas the Bill bad not been yet introdnoed. 
Dr. Oodr appeajed to the chair for indnlgenee aa Sir Frederick Whyte had 
on a aimilar occaeion shown to the Home Member. 

CUr Atexander Maddiman said he did not want to be harah on Dr. 
Gonr. bat if the conrention of not opposing introdoction of a Bli was to 
be obsenred then its corresponding obligation that in case of such KUs no 
eeoond motion be made on the day of introduction should also be observed. 
Thb the President upheld and Dr. Goar agreed and was allowed to intro- 
dace his Bill which he hoped would, as altered, be acceptable to the Govern- 
ment as his previous Bill . on the saluect though passed by the Assembly, 
was mjeoted by the Council of State. This Bill proposed to introduce safe- 
guards of Habeas Corpus and would repeal and amend Part II of the 
Oriminal Law Amendment Act whose repeal was recommended by the 
Bepressive Laws Committee. 

Next day, the 2ND FEBRUARY, after question time, Pandit Hridaya* 
nath Eunsru moved lor the adjournment of the House to discuss the Govern- 
ment decision not to publish the report of the deputation to Fyi whbh 
was headed by Mr. Yenkatapathi Raju. The President ruled that the chair 
was satisfied that the matter was not one of urgency and that the interest 
shown by the Home Member, meant that a resolution on the satjeet could 
be easily balloted. He, therefore, ruled It out of order. 

Ibmoution Decrees and Orders. 

The Home Member then moved reference to the select committee of his 
bin amending the Civil Procedure Code relating to execution decrees 
and oiders giving effect to the Civil Justice Committee s recommendations. 

The Home Member said that although it was true that High Courts had 
been consulted with regard to the substance of the changes they had not 
seen the actual legal form in which they were embodied. He admitted 
the subject was complicated and therefore if Mr. Cooke who had tabled 
an amendment for reference to elicit opinion moved it, he would raise 
DO objection to it. 

Mr. Cooke moved for the circubtion of the Bill for opinion and the 
Home Member agreed to this amendment. He said the High Courts 
bad fjready protested in connection with some of the Bills arisine out 
of the Rankin Report The Bill was then ordered to be circulated. 

C. P. C. Amendment fiilL 

Ibe Home Member next moved for the coneideimtion of the Bill to 
amend Sectkm 115 of the Civil Procedure Code mainly aa reoommended 
by the Civii Justice Committee limiting revisionary powers to Section 115 
of the Code except in cues where special statutory provision was made 
to the contrary. 

Mr. Jayakar oppoaed the Bill wholesale and held it 'to be» in the 
opinion of a considerable part of the legal profession, a retrograde Bill. 
R would cut down the wide mtsional powers of the High Courts which 
was valued in India in lespeet of occasional blemishes in JudieU admiais- 



a P. C. AMSMDIiSIIT BILL ^ 

tnMmu Tin BnUn ConimitlM’t aolt mm tmad Id lit' Id DfDii 
dDhfi tal mj luffD opiniDD Id ^ Itfil profaMiDo wai Id ktfD drily 
fgftar Ikas iijiMlioe (haar haarX Mr. Japakir want farlhar and naanlid 
that Iba kidiaD Laaialatora had i|o powar Id taka away Iha inhami 
jttriadiDlioB of tha High Court giraa by a Statata of Iha Britiah FhrBar 
maut Bm taarlng tbia aaida, ha aakad tha Roma Mamber whathar 
poIttioaUy M waa adriaabla at aooh a lima whao» inataad of alraiif than^ 
tim poiitioD of tha High Court, tiiaj ahould te dalibaratriy HaaHing 
thoaa powara. Aa ona ooming from Iba middla olaaa, aa a lawyar and 
aa a politioiaD, ha hald tha maaanra to ba ratrogiada and wu oppoaad Id ft 
^ Mr« SrioiTaaa Iyengar, apaaking with hia legal axperiaooa whiah waa 
not a Ifanitad ona, hald that tha grarity of tha propo^ bafora tha Bbaaa 
waa that it propoaad to taka away from tha High Court’a rariaioDafy 
powara in Joat thoaa eaaaa where juriadiotion waa moat naadad. Tha 
piona oinnioo of tha Bankin Committee that delay would ba aroidad would 
not matarialiaa. On tha other hand, greater delay, greater trouhla aod 
greater azpanaa to tha litigant publio would mult io that tha whole 
iaaua would have to ba delayed till an appeal waa filed againat tha daam 
of iha lower court Ba wiahad. tha Oorarnmant would bring forward 
a more oomprahanatra Bill on the Bankin report than thia piaaamaal 
lagialation. . (Offirial banebaa : No») 

Mr. Harohandrai Yiahtndaa joined in tha oppoaition* 

Hr. Nirmal Cbandar quoted from tha Committaa'a report to ahow 
that while tha committee diagnoaed tha diaaaaa all right ttey anggaalad 
a wrong ramady» for which no eaaa had bean made out 

Mr. S. B. Da% Law Member, waa not anrpriaad at the oppoafHoo 
from lawyaia. Aa a matter of flct aa a lawyar hia firat intaraal waa 
to oppoaa riia maaanra ; but if tha Bill waa azuninad aarafully they 
would aaa that io mp^ of dacraaa no dian^ waa aaada in the law. 
Tha ahanga waa propoaad in mpaat only of interlocutory ordara. Tha 
GoTamamt frit that io thia mpeot no ininatica would be dona by tha 
change piopoacd. Ha had known numaroua ioataneaa wbara tha aaaa 
had bm held up for montha by the application made under Saetioa Hi. 
Thera woold ba no iidnatiea, baoauaaif ona order waa it could ba 
act right on appeal. 

Mr. Jayakar : It may ba too lata. 

Mr. Daa rapliad that in aoma eaaea it muht Ha eontinnad that the 
High Coorla atill had powar of interfaranca where tha lower mrlwaa 
aetinf beyond ita Juriadiction. Ha hald that tha powar of auperintaodaoca 
of a High Court waa not affected hf tha Bill. Ha tdd Mr. Jayakar 
that tha delay in Jnatiea aomatima amouiitad to lo}uaticc. 

Mr. Jinnah chaiietariaad aa poor tha dafanoa put up by Iha Law 
Member. Mr. Jinnah maotiooad that tha Bombay High Court had 
rightly hdd that urgent eaaaa InTririog grara conaaquancaa ari^ ariaa 
whcffo although the oricr might Iw appaalablc, tha Hi^b Court aztaodad 
Ba rafUoiiary power. Tha only ground urged lor ^ draalic ahmi 
waa dririr* The attitoda taken up by Lahore and A llahah ad BU 
Genii iu mtorprating tha tarn *aam' waa moat aateaoidiomy. Dilir 
lauld oeaur oi4r in' mpaat of pandan^ of bearing of a ruk^ 11 It wm 
pMriwtrimnwaiatBdfi who knew hb harimm ibb driiy Ml 



<i» risk IbGISLATIVb ASSBiOLlr tnek MKBI 

Ml Man Md 1 m wm ooii i d w t •boat Bomb^. Madm and CSabollft 
Oluttfli* JodiBiiiiti 

Pluidil llotflil Nabra found no jnitifloation wbj one daas of caoea^ 
daoiaaoi dioold ba traatad in ona mannar and tha othar alua 
ol aaaaoi* namaljt intarloontorj ordara* in anothar. Tba Law Mambar 
had fiTan awaj hia whda caaa againat dalija bgr aonaadinc that aaaaa 
mtgll ba fomittad. Ha foimd th^ th» Allahabid High Cwrt had in 
oaa dagr lalaatad 45 appliaationa for ramionanr intarferanaa. Moraorar tha 
pbwar waa diaerationarp and tha High Coorta aould batmatad to asareiaa 
than pipparifa Tha BUI, inataad of alarifjing tha law. would ba 
njfUKjing It 

na Bono Mambar than rapllad to tha dabata. Alluding to tha aigu* 
nost that tho Bill purportad to taka away tha powar aonfarrad undar 
B aatloD 107 of tha Gorammant of India Aet ha pointad out that tha powar 
gifOB to tha High Gourta and tbon gfren to tha Oovammant wara not ao- 
•itaaaifa. Tho dabata had aooTiiioad him of tha marita of tha Bill moro 
than OTor bafora. Ha aaanrad Mr. Jayakar that tbara waa no maehiaTallian 
lataotiQn in tho Oovammant in bringing tha Bill. Tha Bill wm antiraly in 
oorroat Ip^ form and aought to giro offaet to tha recommendation which 
had tto aupport of Kr Norman Maelaod. Chief Juetiea of the 'Bombay High 
Oran and of a Committee whoaa President and membare waroi ha 
onphariaadf vary aompatant to deal with tha tnk. 

Tho Homo mambar quoted figum to show that in tha Bombay High 
Obvilko aTangq time taken to dispoaa of revision oases wm over a 
M WM no ' good throwing atone on the competenoa . of persona. 

■se they pot forward proposals whioh soma lawyer mambara did 
BOl HkOa Ik House wm entitled to suggest amendments daring the 
oonohleration stage, but not oppose the oojuidaration itMlf. If the Bill 
WM oppMed now. the only oonolasion wm that the Assembly wm in 
iawour A delaying Juatibe whiah meant denying justioe. 

The motion for oonsidaiation wm pres^ to a division and lost 
,hp 45 agriast 68 votes. 

Bagistration Aot Amendment 

.The AaaamUy without disoussion passed the Bill amending the 
BaiMration Act and than adiooraad till next day. tha 3BD FEBRUABYi 
whan tha raaolution of Mr. Jogiah for tha relsMa of politioal prisoners wm 
taken up. 

^ Relenae of Bengal Detenuea. 

Ha JOOlaB was ehetied by the CoagreiB benehes si he roee to move his rmoletioa 
SSiSBSisndlBg (s) tbeiepoilel the aesgsi Begolstion 111 of 1618 end eimilsr legnls- 
lIsM In Isms m other pteviMce el ladle end nigleg opon the Ooversor-Geiierel-in-Ooiinoil 
IM lam Josttos al an toswdleto lekase of eU politicel detraoee or of giTiag them eS 
Imst tha apfSftaaity sf esaeJpollag tbosMslves end provtog themselves eltogeiher hiDoeeas 
aC the dhsfgsa if any. levelled sgeiiiet them end (b) the great of ea emacity to ell 
pali ti ari prlmne m new aadergoiag Imprle o a mea t. Mr. Jogieb iatimeted tfaet he woald 
Ml prim pert (b) aC his rieelatloa nor epeek on it. Mr. Jogieb deelered tbet the Beagel 
BfgMilan aad other mailer esaafmSeU were pessed when nepoleen oest hie cegla eye 
an Imlie aad whM eahom el the MehreUe wer bed not died ; bat while civilisetien bad 
admnssd. them ffgulatirMeontSaBed tabs an the atslale hook. Oeportetione in IrslMd 
had M Malogy m tha fovnor aoantii was sotaally at wer with Baglaad whils India 
wiiMh BaaBaBnigii that tha BsmplMiiPlatiM had lot hsra aipmpiiaiiiy applini* 
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HaM IMIU KBHBU Mfid tbit for tlMiMdolto oTIlr. Jillth,liiMlBirfi^ 


<*Tldi A m ibiW j iteoBBeiidi to tbo QovorBor-Oooml-lB-OoBBoll Itel bo bt 
to iModlololj folcote or bring to trio! nil dot m oto ondcr Ibo old rriBltllBM i 
BiOgnI Crlmliinl Iaw Ameadmoot Aet ct IMi.** 

FOndit KotUnl tofci : Tbt ntteadoMBf, Iboogb giron nt obtrl notlot, Bot dp 
tbt ordtr paper. Tbo origlnnl rctolofioB elooded tbe aoin imr« Hit OMBdae 
poMd to foeot fatereot on one inrae. Thto did aot mcno tbnt ibo otbor pant. «« 
op. Tbete bad nlioadp been dealt with bj tbit Boom and wonM agyn atMonp 
Tbo Pretident permitted the ameadmeat of Pandit Moiilal providad & ■ 
aibor ameadmeota withdrew in his faronr. 


Faadii llotilal aaid his reiolution did not foqnire aaj argaatat to ooaoiaat tbe nan* 
oHeial teethm oi the Homo of the imtlee and toandaeM of tbe pmItloB. Aa tar tba 
OoreraaMBt, It was so imperrioat to their demands that they aroaJd bo wasting tioM am^ 
breatb in diseossing the lesolation. Pandit Hotilal leealiad tba wasds of Lord LfliaB 
lastif jfng tha arrests carried oat in October 1928 that tl^ro waa eaMcnoe at tsrrsfiSBi, 
Tha speaker also reealled bis statement in tbe last Amie m biy showing that not a atagia 
case bad oocariod since 1919 which jostified Lord Lytton and which incrimlnaitd tbi 
datenaas. ** 1 then asked ' giro me one case in which the eoaditions mentioned by LfttoB 
lihro operated.' The answer is yet to come. 1 again eballcnge my friend tbongb two 
yanm asore bora elapsed to giro tbe main facts to prora the charge." The sptsbrr, asB* 
liaaing, lead to tbe Boom tbe Ticeroy's speech on the 21th on the sabjeoi. Bow aB 
earth waa Qorernment to be satisfied that tbo release of those mca woaki not dislarb IN 


peace of tbe land 7 The Viceroy had pat tbe cart before tbe harse. Unlcm tbs OofWB* 
Meat told them tbo grounds for their fears, bow was be to stoisfy that tbtas fcara wtin 
graandlsN f If tbe Oorerament was morally eonvinoed that was right, tba ooaatry wig 
■orally eoarinced of the innooenoe of tbeM aen. 

Continalag, Pandit Botilal said if he was told that the bombs had etea leosnily bsan 
diseoverad, bis reply was that tha real ealprits were tbea sttil at large aod innoosBt. 
pcisoas had been detained. Tbe case of Mr Hltrs, a owmber of tbe Assembly, was dii e asw d 
by tba House; He did not expect aa EnglisbMB, least of all the Home Member, to say 
that nay ooBstitaeney's right to elect its aembTr sboaid be fettered by saying thar Mr» 
Hitra's eoBstitacaqr was girea an opportunity to elect another reptftsotatiei; Mr. Bsii 
was saffsring Mrioasly and there was suspicion of taberoalosis, bat it was not on tdi CB l 
giaanda that ho nrged for release. He meatioiird this to show tbe iahesmaiiy aad 
aalloasnsas af tha Oomameat ia keeping tbeea men without trill. ** Let bn say smphai^ 
aally that we uk not ia a mood ttriistea to oooititotionat adesacc or ootertala asiy 
proposal tor eo>opsration until tbesa men are released or broogbt to trial. This is tbs lam 
oppartaaity lor the Oofernmeot to shake off nervoosoem aod Lord Irwla to sigaalim tha 
fliit year of bis Vioeroyalty and tbs first semson of this Atsemhly by aa aot of biaad* 
mtaded statesmansbip and to mark tbs opening of this new Boom by a leal abangs af 
heart and not Jet it go down to history as SMialy a landomrk of baagbty British Impmla* 
lima aad enfotasd ensloTeawat of India." 


Bir Akxaader MUDDIUAN, in nppoalttg tbe amtion, msde a long epstob. Ha gait a 
aatalogaa of erioMO of violeoee wbicb aceessitated the paasing of tbe Ofdiaaaas. Tba 
cbkf oveata wars tba dacoity near Howrah, tbs raid oa U:udiBgi, the arstsd libbmy tl 
Oaalpara lane, the robbery with tbe am of firearms, tbe armed bold pp at CblltaglM Ol 
tba amil van all in 1928^ then tbe marder of Mr, Day, tbe rsplosioa of bpml^ Ifi Farflptf, 
Ibt dlaeovery of a bomb faetory ia Calcatta, the bomb ooiirngt in Mlrsapar Btiasi nag 
tbe marder of Santilal Cbakraeartbl, one of the aeeeeed to Mirsapar Bitael Mb fiattage, 
all tbfao fa 1814. Thao, throagboat thsN periods there was ooattaaiag a series of aloli 
Btosetod against tha Uvea of poUoe oHeers aad there was one wUeh atomd at kflUim 
tba Ills of the Qovaraar of Bengal. Tha Ootcrameat had, ia tbe|r psmHstoBi matifjM 
MabliBlilagiB all asseatial parttoalart tbe reality ef seftrai st ttwN attSBiplA 
jlH «f Brimai waald baas beta tor loagsr bad not tbs Oo nfim si t Bgt i^tima to Mme 
liifBMmiBiHlHfiriiiloBmtoMBtot^ bniai il Urn tiutf mt 



«6i THE LEGISLATIVE ASSBITOT Unw giRi^ 

Mf. C. E Dm jbfm^ aduftHd tbt tbeaofgmnit 

imIM. Toacetraeb* altMtioaip the Bi^gel Ordinwet mt pMMd hiMMt IlM 9 ^ 
mmm ol ordteerf lew ImuI iwofed poweriett non then eoee. Efflh iidMelitMiie 
feed hMUtoi Into eoeildciiee end jti.«ir conclnsioa feed tetfety eMe eelaeidid wHfe 
Ifeoee el the Eaccotlfe Oofermndit. It ii iiidl«t'eteble ftfeei ell eetfeaf llki^ tfee Oeem* 
■Met, high Jod^ciel oAcrrf, edminiitratorn eod the Police feed c«caieell |7 bees diitteie 
Ifee eMiiiaioee eoBCloeioB thet it wet inpottible to dgbk the lefoletiemiy eoMpiireei* ov 
deal vitlr Kfolettocery crioie under the ordinerj lew or rhtoegb the emebineiy if ceerla 
aad tfeil ipreiel powere of rstre*iudlcie! cbereeter were eeoetterj. **Hceeen fenowe Ifee 
eipcrkeoe in regard to TeToluiioueiy cooeplreeiee feae been dearly enoogh boegfet* It 
weald hate been nothing ftbort of eiioiiueHi they bed diirqi^erdecS that enpertenae when 
Ifehf were again Cunfronted by an txaet.y timilar eitnation.*' 

Ceniinaingt the Hoaw Eenber teid from the intrpdacthm of the OnKmnee 
down to the prteent tiaif, there bad nor b^-en one tingle oafrag«t of the type be bad 
iiit gleen' eneept of conrte the Ali{ or Jail inarder bat the eoaep&a^ bad aot b«wB killed. 
jTerciiVpleytberc wita wideforvacl reeoiatioiiary Irafiet in Bt-ngal^ in tbe 17. P. and 
the Panjab in Soeeaibfr IMo. Theie wet the ariett of a party of nine in Dakefeiniewar 
in portettion of liee bemb etc. Then there was the Soea Baser aneit in whiofe two 
piMont wete foand with reeolver and some ammanition. Saeb was the bktory ol se- 
voiatioaary eriae. Since opceial kgiaiatioB beeaaw operatiee neither the Boveaenk fend 
edilapsedi nor bad its riolently criminal tendencies abated, bat in all pest-ordiaaoM 
cases there wm one teaisaring feature namely, that in almost every single oate kbo 
inuiative bad lain not with re?o.otionari«s bat with the police. The latter bi^bsen afela 
to aet ia time by virtne of special powen to pavent mnrderooa designs fioinRNniai to 
a bead. 

Er. Bauga Aljar interniptiDg suggated that it wm nil the wak of kbo agMta 
provooatenr. 

Tbe Home Ileaber scorned any sneb eoggatlon or charge and aaintalned that khaia 
'WM the andeniablc connection between Kvolutionary pamphlets and aots hy nan wfeo 
were trying to carry ont their programme which they did not deny. He fnrtbef mnlW' 
taina that tbe Ordinanoe had been more than jestided by tbe priMiai rcsaltn tia 
Oorernment had checked the ontward manifestations of the movement to a very eonaidonibla 
entent, hot the baiie conditions renmined nnchanged. The oonditions of seleass were eik oil 
by Lord Irwin in his inangnral addrcsi. Sir Alesnnder Mnddiaan quoted khis poriUA Ol 
U. E« the Viceroy's spoceb in foil to show that their sole obj^ In kaping kbe men nador 
Kstraiat was to prevent terrorist ontragm mid thak kbey wore prepared to releaa khom kfeg 
Moamnt tb<*y wen satufied that their releaa wonld dbt dcfcak thoobjeot. Begaidiog kiie.iiik 
eondition, no bad shown that the activities of the levolMtoBtaries etiU ooBkinned, kbonili 
ehaked end mtiained. As to tbe second anditioo wbioh rikiad the qneskion of indlTidMit 
releaa, the matter most bs decided on the past roooid el a deana and Urn pt e anl 
nuitode. He aid : §** Bot the Government are not demanding M it aometlmee alleged . 
any hnmiluiting eonfemions from thoadetenoei. A deelahBm that a deaaaa waaldan 
releaa take no park In revolationary aclivitift would ha an dlomenk to be tikmi Inia 
eoBskieration by kbe Government ; bnt this on tbo one band woald not amoank konoail* 
lemion.that be had taken part in rnob activity in »he past and an tbe ether hand eadfe n 
deelaimtfbn ooaid not and woald not be acoeptod by kfea Qovanaenk ae a grcMM air 
nliaa withoat an eiamination of the whole eiaamstanea of the cam and pack laaopi af 
tba detenaa. It kba Oovernmenk are mislad into relrasing priieBers who prove cabiiqMg^ 
hy their aettone that they are not keeping to the ctatement they made and have reaniMi 
ibe^ deplorable aotiviiki then the remedy is in tbe bands iC kbe Oovernaeat. 

■*As^or tbe Bengal Bcgalation detenacs the G*.verttfacBt ol India m . 

ngpansinL As for tbe Ordlaanaa prisoneii, caeee of tadtvldaal prieoneft are pfkmrBp n 
matter for the eonsidciatioB of tbe Bengal Govemaimt fha Oovemamni al India ini 
iMpfliMibla to tba ontent of the genoral poliey aad aotion folien nador ibat Aet (OtdfehHiM|b 
Tbw ntaMk aad they Maaot ba reepoaaible for esaes of indfvldaal pr' : — ' 

^ Thegcnaral poliey feM been laid dawn in tbo Tfotreyfo apes ob , Ap pH M lfoi i af 
Ifeilpolief inkbeaMsotBegnlntionlll prieoneii is a malfor far the Oovernmenk ef liMh^ * 
and MtUeiM at kfee Bengal OffenianI Law Am e a dme ak AakpfieeBei i lee the Oosiipiipk 

Ef. M. E. ACHAKVA did nek deny tbe Cfovernmepd ehnqg tfeal khert wiiA 
kfonaty moveamnt. la a iandM badly and tyrannieaUy gotfoi^ an India. hle«i|^,fka 
tfeakthera bad nek feam jaega crime (Congiew back b en et n y j Hear, beam bfllMPlM 
wfeak Mnaffetion wm ifetn feskween tbeM ooMpbieioi aid kba dakiMMA BiM Pfe iilM 
CbsadisBinr bMB fMad labakhilndMalkblifnBf H^WMlbeMf^ 



ansAtt OP BBi»4L DsnnniBs 

Mut viiff jitam tetaiilMtlMibiteMlii» Wm Ikm m lur Ibtt 


Lik ^ ^ Ih tig bl m lliit qwito vitti 

M aptaiw ud Om nwlBlIiMi wmM bt bmfhi mp jmx alWr pmt •■til tldi 
f■■l^^■■lhl1 rlm M B WM itdniiedL fbtte wtM oompIriMlM Is all MBlrtet. 
Tl» Ualltd mm el AMim hM tU Kim Kiss Ktain mvmmI Thm wm 
IfidltiBg fotag jMi llMi»; bst th« OofenuBnat •( Um U. 6. A. hid Mt tilEMi 
•ptBlil n a wft i t» MpptiM them, la • big cosBlrj lib* Imlii. nib otIm 
•M dd amr bt tHifii tHd. **Wt wtal to ihoir tbi btUowiiMt of tho okia tbH 
Um k betaf ftMomod bgr • eifillMd €of<»rnaeBi with tho oosmbI of Ibo 
piipla To« O M i nt bo dotodtn of liberty. Too btfo entthhotl It froa ■■ and 
MO hapiaf k bock to osplat ot.** (Appltoa.) Tho Ltlt wtoled tho oMd 
aoabao to thaaolvci Is tbo poeltfai of tho defonaoi oho hod beea deprlfid 
of thar Ubcrlf aad ooafora of lito withoot trial. '*1 doB*t tooept for • aoaad 
tbhfe oAoial boMba oio gaota frieiidt of Indio tbon we on that benoba 
Ta uo obatatety lofol nnd folthfol a yrar ooontrj, Omd Britain, and «o 
bm na §mm Menda of onr own oonntiy. (Applanae,) 1 appal to the OovoroaoBl 
to nate tbii law Ibr witbont that^ then will be no reoonoiliation in tbo ooaittyi** 
Mr. Q08WAMI aldo when be aao Into the Rosa he apated a aoa etata" 
aaaltbo faaonnaaant faa the Home Meaber. Mr. Ooewaai dialrd pobIMty 


warn tbo oifor oCprlfUcfo two etaicacnte nmle ^ Lord Ljtton aliiorlealif to a 
oaMaaao to wUoh Mo. Gawanri took part. nmlj. Lord Ljtmn aid ho wa 
papaid to alaa tho detonoa protided they gore an nndfrtaklng that tbif 
agild not In fana ooaalt any vklea oriae a be anarnoi in the ooamiarfoB 
of flolat orfaeiL B aoaily,and It wa an oilaiala, Lord LjUon aid tha tbo 
■agio who had boen peoaede d againet worn neopio who had oommittod no erioML 
tat woa paa o lad faa ooaaiUlng oriae. How whidh oonntrj in tho wald bod 


bat woa paa o lad faa ooaaiUlng oriae. How whidh oonntrj in tho wald bod 
lowo wbiob paantad oriae bj oaoh indeflnlto detention f 

Tho Hdao Meaba:— Wba wa poor reply to Lord Lytteof 
Mr. Ooewaai aid he bad told Lord Lytton that all depended m tho faa of 
tbo andortaaing adbei lor. Ho wanted the Hona Memba a And a eolntlen 
bewoninble to both eidea. Hr. Kano bad ailed the rerolntlonaria a the nnoeen 


wing of tbo Bwna) Party. The epeaka therefore eballenged the Room Meaber to 
diopfoa tho etatooMbt that arreete woa nade on the Mth October 1914 and 


diopfoa tbo etatootont that arreete wm nade on the Mth October 1914 and 
wannnio worn all oignod on the Mth Angnet 1004, the day following the defat 
ol diaalty In Bengu. (Applanae) Finally, he enpbaaieed the Mrimenea of tho 
aUnailen oanoed by tho health of Hr. Boa and other detenB'*e. Re ondoreed Lain 
LoJpoO lai*a ototeoanl that the oontitry, thongh we4k today, had potential 

Mf. Mnlfnfln ITXRGAB deoTaad eaphatieally that it would be Impoafble lor 
m O oen iw n eni to ooneinee the Congrea wltliont the alaa of tbca prieonea* 
tbo flooM Heaboi*o opeeob woo a thria told tale. The epaker'e opinion woo 
that torrorlea woe on the abet aide. C0ere,hora). The Oofermuent wanted to 
ineonrn to ftoalf tbo poUtieal lead of the ooontry. If the Goarnaant were pnl 
teto Jai^ lerrnrioa wonld elop. (Langbter). Folitia of the moniry onnld arror 
bo oeniTolled ty tble policy of rrprfeeion. **l agra with Mr. Aeliarya that 1 
wfU be doing day to ay oonntrj if 1 were In the plea of Mr. Booai 
(Bnmpeon' benoba : Mn.) If tbo indgweiU of the Indian poople eon not ohango 
tho OoafBMt, then Goil*o oondign paateboMBt will toll npon tbio Goarnnwnt.** 

Mr: Abdnl Matin CHOWPHOBT aid that the Goeernnwnt wa only adding M 


to the tofolntienaiy Arc Even Lord Lytton erenwd to baa an aneaty eiae eiw a 
nonrlba aatta. Otbora who bad been reieaied in the pact bad not dliappaintoi 


tba Gaerwont. BnMerIng of drtenoa on nwre anepicion wa nare than nan 
thaO of aanelBtied peteo oa . ««Mighiy Boipiai will not be ebaken tf ttoa mtm aa 
wtoantol, Inteapetato epetohea an still ke nuMleaiBt. Andrewe Dinner. Tba Oengm 
oMa wm nat abut on to WrHen* BnUdlnge. Clla Btreet oan go on dafM lli 
balniaaarlif, while Oalattn will btoowo n olaaer and baltblacity to llaln.** 
lb; MMXIMiOBr mid that only ooapelHH oimaMtanaa bad aadaad 11 
MMUa in boU an opan trial. The onporlcBa of tbo JilO of Lotd lyt^ Idwi 




antoo that tiil^aij|M 





TBB taouuktmt umamut 


{mri 


li IMMiilta imIUm mi nUmlm, WM mU to wmm toiptaiUt ttoi Itol 
•■M «l Ito ttfotaHoMrto towM tovt tskni to twelifH to pmmn tto atoit m 
toft Mutottod to ttoir CMd mf mm imn Itol Iton wai tolilto 

wmmimetm of Ito wm awww t wkMi prsotMlj too«fto Beafd to s totoi 
of torvpr to ito jimv teton ito Defeooe of lodto tol omm tato opiiiltoi t 
Mitoriolt to Ito pwoeafia of tto CtovoniMto mo mvrfuBta^ 

Mr. Jiauih : Why aol toy Ctom f 

Mr. ftokloioB loplfed Itol «o QororaMil worthy of ito mon woold oi^m 
I to wflBtiNt to peril. Tto Oovomoal ooold oooUmo ttoie mwmo nCfl too 
•ItOftttoi toiprofod. 

Mr« OoewMf .* Uolfl it li todtont 

Mr TooktaiOB ootooB Itol If to flotouto w itooitar oftaottn oiom tto omB 
MM of ito Brlttoh pcopio wnoUl Ofito to tons Jowo ttoogh PltrUoaMOt wotfli 
totototo, M too OofMMBl of Indio heototad to toktan to tond ItoM ppMhi 
powon. (Lopghlor.) 


FtodilMALiYlTAwmlyMptotetad Mr. MfUiiM^ oMoeHoB tool tot ItoWh 
tofflloMil wooJd not hMitote to cnoet o tow lito too Bwigd Cototodl low 
iBrndflMiil AdL On Ato oilhor hoodi to .ttoqfhl tool Ito loioitoii woolA ool to 
ollowod lny too peopio to opproodh gorthmoBt Mom b wnkoB MBpliMil ohoo vtoooooi 
bod orhML fioto nfinoiMloiiiwo bod wot oitoo to fodlo. 9 tmmmm bod ool toM 


ph^r. Molbteg Ant oikfto *ltBtt* <p w B Hge) prateolod Ihe^BooMBaM 

Lord Lfttflo bM pioted. Mtery oao^f^toe dtoto r g o of bii dolioi Moot Am 
oil rioto tool wm MtondM on Iton. todtono oad BonpeoM oitoe bod to Amo 
onto rttbo. Bod not Loid HoidlnpOi wton o tooib wm Itoowo ol bto, wf 
tboro bo wo oboogo to poUop.** Tto floodll wooefOed tool ttom woo o ooooplnwf, 
Bol too wwo to dtol wito II woo to totoi too oBoodow to triol to on OM 



Mr Akndor MXn»mUK, tto Boom Mootoo; toco, loptod to Ito dobolo. Bit 
ipooohwooof opeOtaloIgBifoowQOtotodliotipg tto oftohd atod oo tto oolijeot of too 
wiiOMof Boo^ dfioioto Oomid*.— 

I will woltotototooHooMiaytoig»to]eiitllroil,aotoltoli]otoolofBte 
too pOMoodiigOi TUodetato bM bwled tto wtoto oftoo Joog doy. It bM oftood o 
grool dtol oMatoieol to oU goortoo oftoo If bom. It It tody ootorol tool it tooold do 
io. It k o OBOllor to wUflb 1 will, for too oboomM, eodooooortodo wbol ooe of too 
opoobon otoed \ao to de^ tbol K pot oBjeelf to too pototoo of tfaoMepooking ooltooltor 
o!do oBd 1 dciiio to OBoto it qoito door toot 1 ndki tbol th^ tool diong to thk OMtlor. 
Thoi k portoetly oloor liioi too dobote. It k porfcoUy oicor frooi pretioot debotoo oad 
it k oliO wcll-koowa to OBO. Apoit froa toot. It k o Motter^ ood oboiI aoeoeiorily bo o 
BuUtor wbkb, u I bow! told iho Hoooob tbo legUtatore will ootumlly proa on tbo oteow- 
tlroi BUMly, dkeoatiantag the estioordinory nMttntw oaloM Ib^ ooa joililly Iholr 
eoatiaanaoe. I nobo* ao onaplolnt of too nonnor in which toll Boom fieqneaUy rttaint 
to tbol point. I fboold tfalnb kM of tbem if Iboy did not do «u But m in nil a n ttoa 
of Ibk bindf ft moil bo nppnooobcd aol In o opirttof natogonkoit nor fnnipirilof 
nnhelpfolnroi, bol In o doeiro to plooo n OMO bdoro tbo Qofomncnl wbleh Iho Qovora- 
BOttl ooa poMibly deal with oad which does not oobfliet with ony of car prinory dnitos 
It boo been aid by one bonooroble gmllcMon tbol thk woo o nmltcr that oboold not bo 
mode o qoHtioa of porty« la regard to odmiaktrotion of tew oad odor, tboro to ao 
party. The Intereeto of tb^ Gotemment oad tbo Intoreoto of tbo citiaeno onghl to be ono 
and I Mn oeeore tbta Boom that at tbe Bono Meiober 1 haia areer dteohofgod any of 
ay dnlki wHb tbo oligbPa legaid to party or ooBaonity. Ton doablleBO do toiak 
often tool tbo Ooformacal are wrong-betded. Too oftra ibiak--yoB often ay wbciher 
yoa really tblak It or noly lor 1 doabi It— tbol wa aot from aotiiea wbloh wo do aol 
dkoloiO. Bat A do beg toe Boaie to bollevo that ao tor ao 1 am oonoemod and m ter m 
tbo CkweraBeat of India k eonoeraed, tbero to no qnfotioa of pony or aoting with any 
ooBinaaa] or political bbjrot. In oar aoHoa la thio Batter oar wlo boaiaeB to to deal 
a plain IBM of tew and order. 1 know toe Boooe dtoliket the eery oMMioa of tew gad 
order wbea It eomeo froa ay Jipolhoagb it oonBoveiy freely Iiob the lips of Ifaoa who 
iitoppoolte. Law and Older doa not aoaa that the OoMraBont It pntoeliag itoelt It 
OMiao tbnl Iho OofoiBOMal k paloetlpg too balk of ko o itta ao , 


Bl tt JtA l B or BBKGAL 
Ifov 1 teft land a gooddnltaiMi 

8ir,lhalliiol«\ lta*l«hltf 
Udi Hmm. 1 tew flllte a potlltei «f mm iaparlraat im 
1 tew ted to fUNteifB docte of tooM teportMM 
with foroM of diHMdir. 1 tew atwr hi aqr Mii hod a 


onload to boo iMui of odjooBiaii^ lor 1 know 1 on 
lor o toot ttaae Itwd in Boagol 1 on^tidBtod wH 
CLusgotor). 1 oak ite Hoooo to tellow that tboro to 



ofohjoort. IdOMi 
It nof ho Mo ihol harlai 
1 with tho ooppoood viooo of ttel pnotai. 
CLusgo^l* 1 oak Ite Hooaa to tellow that tboro to oolhiaf la thM ■■owroo of om 
lhal loh^doootopiolootaiiy ooppoood laenaaiai tinUtty oa tho port of high oMol^ 
mohoid^lthiakiila wrytefd^ttet 1 aboald ho told that Ihol la Ite naooa of oar 
oot t on. Sir, il la Bol 0 loor that polloo ofleiaia of both Mlloaalltloi or i 
Qownuaoai aup teohol ; it io a atm iMt. Thio io aol a qaaotioa of 
TldKhBW teoa ahol aad ahol fioqocBtlj, Tfaol^ Sir, diapooflo of lha aigaai 
a an ite ohildioD of aaroasonahla apptthaaaloo. 
la a fanhar polat that ibM oainMo (aafortaaaloly porl 
0 ) do aol ateol m&nHj a haadfol of liowraoMBt Thqr Mat a 

of poifeotlj iaaooeBt mb who tew aothiag whalowrio do with tlio < 
awBi } BMB who wow dooo H od wow aot ofloialo of Ite dtonfanaat ; mb/ wI 
la tatea aw aol oMala of tte Ooforaowat ; mb who an laiand an not ol 
of tho Oowraanal. Tho aaloitaaato Mr. Doj who waa ihol ia ite Fork Mte vao aol a 
oaroaol of Ite dkiwraamt. la far aa 1 kaow ho had ao ooaaaotloB whalnowr with Ha 
CteanaaMBf. lllairaoMaj OownuBoat aerwata tew o afl awd aad dlod hoawlp la 
Iho diaohaiM of iteir datiw bal ttef aw aol Ite oaai total of rlottea of the oaMfia II 
WBoaaid^'joalMiwalJkiBdooCarraiigeaMatatopnMIlhognal load*. Mr, Ite aaad it 
Iho aanoria mj icador all prooaatlooa oadon. 

Mr. BaagOmad Iwagar : Bwa with Ite Ordlaaaoa f 

Sir 1. Mddfaaaa: Toa, Sir, owa with tho Oidfaauna. 1 onnot gaaiaam mMM 
ortteteaoaiahloMaihanoppoaftafnoilho haad of Iho ananfa. Toa tew Mattel 
Iteir haad fallioa naaj who an laaooaot. 

Mr. % Pnkinai : Ooatloaod doMdoa will ante 11 wana 
MrModdlana: Itanjboia 
Mi;T.PtekMatt: lllifla 

Mr A. Maddhaaa; If hgr Mat njr hoooarahlo frioad Moao dni Ite ipMI of f 
mb ii 00 sued with aateoiitj that ihoir adoaw will iB o n aoa nw‘ ‘ 

Sir, ho la ariag lalhor a poor aigaMal la aapport of hli owa oaoa 
Mr. T. Prateawi : Thai io aol tho polat. 

Sir. A. Maddtaaa; Now, Mr, mj bonoarablo frtaad oppofUoaald thooaaiaoflaw 
aadofdff waa aa door to hln aa It waa to an. Sir, dooa ho agiw with tho flow of OM 
of hiB haek-beodmo who aald Ml It waola oijr powar, I woald atir opowryjroaagMB 
la ladia to teooM a lewlatiooarj oooapirator aad oaooaiagi nwlaUoanr orteo la 
ladla.** te lhal the awnaga of hla partj to m or aott (la hoaoaiahli Mnhir t 
Saraljiiol.) (laolhor boaoBiahIo awmbar : Ha waa right la ngiag ao.) Thal^ Sh^ I 

M tew anda np talk eater. 


ihoald llte to tew heard npadiatad, haoaan It woald tew anda np tow eater. 

Now, I daoiio to dial with oaa tear that waa wlaad— rated la a ww nte m to WM 
hg a gaadleaiaa who doaa aot alwapa apeak ao awdoratalp— >bal oa Ihli omtea te laiHiod 
te the — w— f 0f nlWBldad mb aa a rnalt of Iteir oo Pna oB Wik I aagr 
iitoMe.«itah.lf.(th.acrranuMiit,«ytb.ttf h.Ma jMtliy mt mi mm, fw.MtaM 


ttoii«,«ibA.|f.(th.Q(rranuMiit,MytbMtf h.t_ 

M S Mqrbod* Om mb jMtiiy uy mm fWfBiHMorlfM*MirtMtM. fl.dlkMM!y 

MM fw MImM hM bMB Md. Mt OB nedlMl gTM^ thM NiMM wU b. Mlda. 

FBBdltllatilBlirahiB: 1 did BM |wt ay MMadMHt « thM ■raH^ 

Mr rtlmiidiir MBddtaMB: Nil Sir. B.t I data, to flNk.ltplBlBthMa.taWB 
OMtolBMBMMhBMMito. W.dOBM dtoit. tO dWdB MM whM. Mdth hM hHB M 
toilMNto impMMd thM todr BMNi. M hwH taw goBB 

lb. BufHmtol lymgw ; BaueMMt thaw tafon yw wI mm thM i._ , 
Mr Almtotor llNidlM.ii ; W. taw act wyMtaoPtod thM pytiw 
Mr, wy tafl. Mwd MldaNtttatol.thMItawtoldlta Hraw it • thttoNM 
tolB WMI, it i. • thriw4old tota. Tm will wtoMihM tta wwwk la AMm Ntafl 
•*il yw: Myr u im. .imMi n ii itaht." TboMow. BOBO tta hw it ta htMOW It 
■ Iritad 

. ta Mold oddoM weald MOfd - 
hha, flar, to dMt with M. 
t. d. M oad I OM wny thM tbitthooU 
gate to hha. S 
to ladlu kt*. Will, Mi^iti 



old tolo. Too will wtMwhM tta fWMuk la . 
H b ttaht,” TboMow, aeao tta Iwi it ta 

•— ^ srs 



'• •?( 


fra n 
Id 


H 


m U io m 


tM tial ft M Cbt 
tCgiitI ptiWetl 


deil of Irasblttadet 
■ti «• CBiOf dolBf it. 
ptt Ibora M te itfl tl 

Parana aaan of dtlfphl ta 
OkraanuMBt tad w 
BIr, 1 ap tf ea d wBh aatialtetfaa 


glia aw tad mj aOoan a 
wt da att keep thaw la 
patfatlhr pkar. Wt htft i 
te Iba ralsa ol gialtfjiag 
gah ey loialga la ow ot fa aha 

tha Piadte a ipaw a d hia' lataailaa af aapporttag aha 

thaoea h ‘ 


bafqia aha 

mif I htaa hatfd Mn atj ahla halaia aa taathar ooeattoa (A 
raawara) whaia dlfinanoe will probably oobm^ aad awbibla aa abia 
wi^ la baa aoa alvaya ahoira Ita laadiaaaa ao aoppora 
M lala awaaaraa whfah abia aida ol aba Hooaa ahttka 
WUah afdaf) Tba Hoaaa gaaarally fa aawiUteg, aa all 
la aappart abaag awaaaifa. 


VoiTi 


r. Bfi; a porlloa 
II 3^ bm d( 




of my apaaob did aol adraea m m 

^ la fa poaatbla baaaaaa I apaba at 

la mf aalatal l a adaBda Oi I did aat parhapa aiaba ft aadaarla aha 
lldfd. laaii aad 1 wOl lapaat laW I woold aak abaHaMala 
I bad Nad cal Hia laaalla^*a atataoMBt whaa ba But 
wiab abia qawaiaa of aha NtaaraotBoiigaldalaaoaaL I 
WIN awo oaad il l o aa wbieb won manttoaod fa abaft afaftiBaanl. Iba 
, 1 bold aad I abiak aba Hoaw gaaomlly wttl hold, fa aaft falillad. 
tba oaooad oaaditfoa I owdo aha foUowiag NBMrka. I aald : •Aala aba 


wbioh Niaea tha qaaaUoa of iodiffdaal 
bft daofdod fa tha laol 4ight of tha Noard of tha dataaia aad bfa praaaat 

tha Oofaraawat ara aat doaMiidlag aa fa aooMtiaoa allaged toy boi 

i wa f o B a frail tbaaa doaaaaaa Thay an awn fatanatad la aha falaio 
paali A dadaiatlOB Ihat a daaeaoa woald aa niaaaa taka ao part fa 
ooaifiaiao wooU ba ao etaaMBt to ba takaa fato ooaaidanftlaa by Iba 
Baft abia oa tba oaa hand wooM not aaraoaft to a oaotaoloa abaft ha bad 
port fa 0 ^ aoUoltiea la tba paat aad oa tba ofthar baad aadi a 
aol aad woald aat ba aooaptad by Iba Gofararaaat aaagraoadfar 
owiwfBatfaa of tba whola otraowaftaaoaa ot tha aoN aad Iha’paaft nooidof Iba 
fbaft^ Bfr If I awy any ao, waa latbar aa importaat parlioB la py 
ibaiagbt tba Boon ahoald ban takaa arara notioa ot Tha oaly 
II wiipybooooiablaIrtoBdtMr. Goaoaoii. Ha nfanad to fa aa bal^ 
irara aa ate or a atatao ia n t which ba aadaratood, no doobft la bfa owa 
•jPt Al.bafo baaa awdo by Hia Xgaalleiirar Laid Lytloa aftoBwatt 

ftjtlwaaaa l o a begaa. Wall, Bit, wbaa wo wata iflanawtag tha 
waa laiaadbya 


who did 


afiaarnwaaft aba 'other day, thia poiaa 

mwoaalao ralaaiby tbahonoorablafriaadaad I 



I wbaft bad bappeiifd, Tha 
> T .ora oiOMcd« did aol dUbr fa lai 
^**‘*g^ wMMJybWijy MM diftnaw a( 


, M I Mak HriiMiOBlkiMtiM 
Hm .at Bi^ Mr at « 





1* MftBjHM OrtM 

M I ttMk I ta* Ito 
MtH^tMtonpatMliMiaiMb 1«iL •! 



OFFICIAL BnuLi iif 

4 lii illBNak«waHritaMr«^^ Itta^IMMdtftVrtkalav «IM I nMMi' 
ttm I f tt m& f w i w i f nrt uD riwUy . AatliaUIcwMv. ■ ' 

■k ii l i M i ^ i i ■ ■i W yi M t 1 4e M mm wrtillwg*^*— —twy «H»Iww. 
■ItoMkMilBynHiaaf whUhtyptM^L natkM «y jetat It k qalM niial 

eit&g^’ga ry H SSM asa^^ 

MttaMdtelldtBMii^l wMMtiift poittlOBtodMl with il. 

Mr. MMib: Dr t radmlud the iMoemUe nember Id ipyUMitlhli MHim 
MUaMlmlfeAMfiMlQiieigellir ^ ^ 

air l l i nn i l i r Mrddtaea : I leid eel the weide luj elierlj end vlllfiei Ihni 
Ml afOBlMMMeBM point there BMt be BO gnmod for doeUwheiefw, Whet 1 wid 
MB n didanafM thot n delenne world on releiM take no pert in rrroletioBMf aollfl* 
Urn wanH >• nn el iM t to be tihen Into oonetderaikm, bet tbii on the one bend wenM 


Urn world hi on el iM t to be tnhen Into eonetderaikm, bet tbii on the one bend wenM 
aBtnHMMllDneonfnMion that be bad taban part In MOb aottvHlM la the peel and on 
tbi ollMr bnad nob n dcetantioa oonld not and wonld not be aeoppted bv the Deeein* 
WnMnBngmndforinleaiewUboetaB enamination oC the whole dioeMlaaeee oC the 
«Mi and thB piMl reoDid of the deiennn How tbeie woide are mnUUf tboni^Ml 
Midi and Ihnee tend than ont to the Horn on three oeeaelona and hope the HoiM wtti 
gifidnn alimrim. 

lloiri ^ let M dofolop the point 1 wne nbont to main. It b mid that IlHia 
MnareaolaefolntlonnrlMaBd thatthejdo not deeire to ooeteilt rloioBtaoln It that 
la the eaab what 1 pat befoie the Hoeee woeld eeeoi to no to aive IhM an oppartanitf 
ntaaf inlaellaiotBdBf thoaofemnentirthat ie realij their flnv. What view waaU 
the Hanaa taha when a ana aaje : ** Teai I aa a revolatlOBaip. Tea lobk m ap^ 1 
da not enn in the kaet. I deeire to oteiihrow joer Oovemment hp eveip oMana In aqr 
power. If jon tot aw oat, 1 will aee a revolver il 1 can get It to overthrow poa.** Data 
aha Moan with no to releaoe a man whoeape that 1 (An bonoarable OMnber : Pat bln - 
an bii trial). Doea the Honaa reallp deeire me to leleaaa a nan who aapa opaalp that If 
ha la lelnwed he wlU do that f 

Pandit Motllal Mehra : Pat him on hie trial and evIdiBOi from the adiaInlaB of 
that nan weald aeoara a oonvlotion right enongh.' 

BIr A. Madd lana : Mo man will be ao foolish as to make that staleamat la air* 
namaliiifim where 1 oaa nee It In evldenoe agalnit him. That lea point 1 desire to belaf 
hetao the Boaee and on that I think the Oovemamat Is entitled to ask what the view m 


the Hoan.ln a eaae of that kind la, namelpi where a eean saps frankip, *• 1 am a n foia* 
thmaip I 1 dealre to overthrow poor Government. 1 deeire to are anp means la np pawn 
to do nat. If 1 nan geta levotver, 1 will shoot the first polios olBoer 1 ooesp aovosa.** 
Pandit Madan fiobaa Makvipa : Ton have ^ Beotlons 108, IW and 110 of Ihi 
CMmlaal Fiooednre Oodp. 

Mr Alosnnder Mnddissan ; I have pat before the Hoase a qoestlon of sobm impsff* 
tanoa. 1 will aak the Hoase to think over that qneetlon verp serionslp. 1 have defended. 

Jlnaab : Is then anp detenae, filri who has made that statement f 
Mr. Presidmit : Don the bonoarable mmnber wish to give wap f 
BIr AliiaiHier Mnddiman: Mo^ 8lr« when 1 was interrapted 1 was saping 1 hove 
dsadmp beat to Bseet this leoalalion. It has been spoken to with abllltp In 
of the Hoaae, bat ao speeoh baa been of gieater abilitp than that of Mr. iMklam 
whon Intliiito oonneetlon with the Home Department, I desire to aeknowledge t<^P» M 
Imb of the gseafeest valao and to whom 1 tender mp oongcatalatloae. Bit, I sbaU not 
fislaiB the Bene from ptooaadlng to its fadganiit bp vote. 


Paadtt Mebrn*s Amendmaat Oanied. 

Divisini look plaes at 8 p.Bi. and Pandit IfotOalk o nMdnoat was cairiodip 
Ml wataaaBMm 56 after whieb the Bonn adjoarned. 


Offioial Bnia. 

Tho Honaa M-aaaeinblad next on the 7TH FffiBtJABY with u 
«ioa«idlk|Urtiy»lNidiMW. AtthaontMt. on tho molMm ol Mr. 

Aaof. Wo hmatly oaloetod a nombor mombor. to jrt <» jj* 
OgannillM to tbo BOl to nmond tbo Indinn SMuitiM Aot. 19 SA _ , _ 
m Alnute Maddbm then intiodneod tbo KU *l“„^**’ 

JliMF riww IttohvHF 10 1N9 ud the ftofioeU ImM 



tit THB LBGISLATIVE'ASSBHK.Y CaMrmai 

l imil rtia B ^ AaiMKliMiit 

Tke Home Monber next moveAfor eondilentkn of the BiD *■«—*»«§ 
the LinitatioD ,Aet 1908 (eaendment of artieie 16SX He Mid that the High 
Comte had expreaaed themaelTea in Iff oar of tiie ehangea propoaed. 

Mr. Dondiwami Ijragar. in d^^poaing the eonaideiation of tte inotion« 
aaid he ^ ao beeanae ha had failed in bia boneat attempt vitii Hmne 
Member aariiar in ^ dap to have the KU reierred to the Saleat Committaa. 
He aaid the Oorernment were merely paying lip homage to-the reoemmendo* 
tiona of the CSvil Jnatiea Committee, llie diffienltiM of litigenta wwe not 
ao mnoh in getting deereea bat after getting them. Mr. I^ngar rend the 
reeonunendation of the Committee in tfaia partienlar end emphaaiaed that 
the GoTomment had taken adrantage of a amall conditional elanae to bring 
bMore the Aaaembly thia ha’penny ta’penny meaanre. Opinion waa 
for ddetion of artide 189 and not for thia rery minor dmnga wbieb he 
laared woaM reanlt in inereaeing frirolona npplicorioua by eompeBing the 
deefea*hdder to be oomt-bamt, looking after exeention of applioationa. TUa 
waa not the mj to rednee law’a delaya but to inoreaae diem. 

The Kll waa then oonddered elanae by danae. Diaenaaion eantied 
tonnd the aaothm of Mr. Doraiawarai Iyengar for the addidon to danae 
tre of the aaid artiole the fdlowing worda : ’* or the date of any find deeiee 
peaaed in a anit directing reiuud of any amount lealiacd by a deone*holder 
in exeentio n of the deoree. " 

Mr. & B. Oaa agreed with the principal of the amendment anggaatad 
•ad promiaed to bring before the Conncil of State the neoeaaary amendmeni 
Tbeicnpon Mr. Doraiawami lyenger withdrew the amradment. The BU 
with . yerbal alteration anggeated by Monlri Mohamad Teknb waa thaa 
W id. 


The Cnriency Bill. 

The .lo».a Member then annonnoed the Goreimiont’a emiaiderid 
deeiaioh' to more for oonaidention of the Cnnenoy Bill rdadag to the 
exAenge ratio on March 7th. 

The Home Member annonnoed that “GoTemmait bare giren Tory 
eatefnl ouwideiation to the queation of further proocdnre on the Cnrreney 
Bill and hare taken fully into nooonnt the riewa e x p r eaaad by rariona 
apoakera in the courae of the debate on Jmiuary 98th. In order that their 
pooition in thia matter may be olear to the Houee, the GoTemaunt daaiM 
to explain shortly the reason for the oondusion they have renohad. 

" As many hon'kls members are aware, die main featnrae of the bodgat 
hare to die settled by the Gorernment by the middle of Jennaiy aaeh year 
and it ia only under oonaiderabie preunre that the preparation of detailed 
eatfanatea and demands for grants ean be completed in tfase for the introdnr 
tin of the bndget on February 98tb. The decision of the Asaambty to 
poetpone eonaidmatioa of the Curremy Bill lartAngaat.^erefore»aBadeM 
taposaibie for tte budget of 1997*98 to be prepared on tho^baaie of aap 
nrio. otter thn la. 6d. The effect on the budget of a rodnatin oi Mlia 
to la. 4d. would, of eouiae. be very oonsidenbto. to it dota not in any wgff 
depend n ttO qu ea tion whether final deeisioo regarding ratio la lal|||. 
bafoae or afimtte latNdnition of the bodgat. dearly tta mMHr 
ttoaaaaota titter ease sndaa stated by tte Carroacy CaantiminiB 



7 in. *S7l THB STEEL PROrECtlOM BILL 

SOT oi tiMir repoiit iha effeofc thoiigb it it not dooiaivo, coniiot bo ignorod 
is oooaidering whst the ratio dioald be If the Houjo la Oidled upon to come 
to a dedaioB on the ratio before the budget la Introdncv d. The deeialoB will 
take place in the abaenee of faete and fiyurca which are known to the 
OoTCrsment and are Tery material to the declaion ni.d ahould obvioualy be 
weighed by the Houae in coming to their conclusion, but ouniiot be diaoloaed 
without a premature diaoloaure of the contonu of the budget. If, ou the 
other hand, the budget is opened before tho diacussion takes place, the 
House will haye full knowledge of bearing upon tko finanooa of the country 
on the decision they arc called on to take and will bo able to come to their 
oonduaions both on the budget and on tho ratio with a full understanding 
of all relevant facts. No more and no leas difficulty would be involved la 
readjusting the budget figures and the propoatila to la. 4d. if a deoision 
in favour of that ratio were taken after 28th February than if It were 
taken earlier. In view of these conaiderations the Government have 
decided to pull down the motion that the Currency Hill be taken into 
consideration on Monday the 7th March 

Before the Assembly adjourned till next day (for conaideration of 
non-official resolutions), the Select Committee's report on the Steel Protec- 
tion Kll was presented amidst cheers. The following is the text of tU 
Beport 


Select Comm. Report on Steel Protection BiQ. 

The Majority Repoit. 

** Ws have oontiderrd the Bill and have now tho honour to inbmit tbfa onr lep oft 
with the Bill m amended by na annexed thereto. At the outset of onr prooeediogip we 
oonaidcied alx different methoda of conferring prottet ton on the steel Indsscry eastaaiatod 
In paiagxaph 94 of the report of the Indian xariff Board regarding continnaoce of prota o* 
tkm to the Indian eteel industry. As a resnlt of our discossions, a great maiotity of na 
wore aatiified that only two methods were practicable in the present ciicamstanoea. First 
el these it that embodied in tho Bill by which dutirs are imposed on sUel of Britiah 
asaanfaeinre againit competition from the Unitcl Kingdom and higher dotics on atetl 
imported frosi other countries. The second is a system by which Bniform dotirs would 
be impoeed on steel imported from any aonree, these dnties being based on the dlflhreaee 
between lair selling pricea for Indian steel and weighted aversge priors of imported atsal. 
In Older that the difference between the two methods might bs clearly brought oot, fbo 
Conamerea Department of the Government of India suppliod us with amendments whleb 
would be neeemry in the Bill und its soliednle, if it were de cided to adopt weighted 
uvuiuge syttem without increusiug or diminishing the degree of protection given. The 
Depunmeat also aopplicd amendments embodying a modification of tbit system by which 
uurtain ulaaaeo of steel would become subject to (a) uniform basic duties and (b) nniform 
edditionul dotiea and the Qovernor-Qmral in Council would be empowerad te modify 
llw uddttkmul dnties (but not the busie dntiM) whether by way of inereaae or of redoetioiL 
This awdIfteatSon of the weighted average system removes one of tho objeolione to whleb 
il Is epeai via., that it providei no means by which without legislation the eoiooat of 
leeMta eoald be reduced if a anbitantial increase In pricea had rendered It altegitber 

•• We diMMied at length tbe advantages I. e., (a) differential duties with u lower rM 
en eluel ul Britlab munnftctnre und u higher rate on steel not of British manofaetnru and 
M weUled uvMUfe eyitem opened by tbe division of tho duty on snob cIm M Ml 
MMl^Inle a buaie and an additional duty, a majority of os are of oplnlsu that tho 
fiuw of tbeee allcrautfvas which it the sebeBse adopted In the Bill is pn;Mble 
be udopleii. In urrlffps at tbli eoBcloab» we have attached great weight to tbe P*M^ 
ybedied in thu piUiwblB to the Bill that a •cbeme of protection must hu^. «j«i MM ,<9 
ffiv wdbbelBg iif thf iwinltj Wu un wtiafied that tbeeconemleiaicranef ladm 



i/A THB UKUiL4TlVB ASSBIIBL^ 

««tbMI« «radlv«hti9MB«CdlflmtMiilvoC4a^« Brfttt Md wm-MIA 
Ml Mb hf Bi|fMBwhicfcirt|MBUMil»MlMMi<g dMbmdcBMgM 
•MP 9 >lMiaf tefoMML ▲ fM|[|teBd ftfiaiiis QMa of datto aiwl bt awMMt 
bMW dwafe to Um iMifa Jml af prienaf BfitlA aad cunttoentd Ml mild teid 
•aMM^moitlMtewUdbMlaMia ladte ft add lo mmUM witii Ml 
fM Ml MfWi A wmm aa M » M e dioa It tM M |iM both afattadtad aieel and 
dlMioM Ml woald bt taiotd aaaooMMrilj owiag to U m higher datj oa ^ritleh ML 
At a Mdl Iht ooti tC iaportaat paUio wtrke lafoWiag the ate of Jarge qmatitirdaf 
Ml aaald bt iatwtted, Ttat ■aaafootare of oMohiaeijr fa ladia woald be rendered 
Ml dittoalt tad fadaiMd dtae l e f tee a t of the cmwOtty woald be retarded. It hat been 
vgid that the weighted avdago qrMi at aaj late dldfalthet the bardea faipeied oo 
BM d ML We do aot ooatidar that that olaiai It well ftaaded. OftbeoJaMof 
Ml to whfeh the Bill applfca difbrcataa ratal of datjt the aMtt Impertaat ft Ml hart 
aad fa thio tatt the dlBeieate between the dot j on eoatfaental bare ftoyomd in the Bill 
and the datj orqalied aader weighted aieiage t jetem It no aisre than Be. S a ton. To 
that aateati praoe el eteel bart woald be h^her aader the diflereatia] qretem fa Oaleatta 
and la aM other area whew ladbui Ml aaaooaipetecfleetffelj with iaported ML Bat 
fa anat whfoh are neater ta eUMr great ptfti oC India than thej art to Jaathedpar aad 
fvhaa oo B t eqae a t ly Indian alael ft at a diauifaniagei it la pMbie for impertera to laiw 
tha pM tf ooBifatatal ottol hart to a point a little btlow the prte at whiob Britieh tleel 
haw ooald be imported aader the weightad amtge ejttam. Thit poiat ft higher Iqr 
Bad a tan than it ft aader the dlfleteatfal tfMi. Wt belicft that if the didereatial 


■pMt li adopted the eoatamar tC aonottadard Ml in any area fa whieh Indian eteel 
amnot eOwtlTtly aompalt will not fa faet pay a higher priot than ha woald aader the 
Mghled aeetage qretem bw a lower one owing to the ledaotioa on tho Briiith eteel. 

^ Wt ooBihitred bat were aaabit to aooept a aaggaetlon for teearing the welfore of 
bdioar lor tbt Umitatfta ol diridondt aad for prefeating indaatrial oonoerat whiob onjoy 
tba bawilt of proteetUm from ptaiiBg oat of ladita into foreign hoade. Wt think that 
difloBitiat In the way el iaooi|>oratiBg piorieioDeot tbia kind in the BUI are lataperahlOi 
^ flavlag approved)^ a majority Mpriaeipleoldiflareatiatloa in oertaia oUama of 
ilool bitwooa tiool of BriM manoftmtaia and Ml not of Britifh manaihotBro, wa 
proowdod toaooaMiatioBof thadotailaof thoBilL 


**01aawS: Wo oonaidered a nmnttltn that tho Bill ooatained no provltioB far 
the oobacqMom whieh might follow a oobotaatial deereaae in the price of Britltb Ml 
aad wo haw am e nded Olaaw S (I) of tho BUI in order to proride for thie oontiagenoy. 
U io propoeal by the amendawnt to iaeert la eeotion 8 of the Indian Thrift Aot 1894 a 
BOW aa b o e otion ompoweriag tho Goveraor«Qeiieral in Oonneil to inoreoee bat not to redaoe 
tho doty ebargeable on artiolei of Britieh nmnofaetare if ebaagee in prioee are likely to 
loador iaefteotlve tbe proteetlon girea to the Indian Mi indaatry« 

** Olaaw 8 : We hare made an ameadeBent in ihie elaaae omitting wordo, al^ aooord- 
lag to tho oianm^ before the amendm ent , it woald be ioiporeible for tbe Goeernor-Oeneral 
in OowMll withoot legielathm to order a geoeral cnqniry into the condition of eteel 
iadain before the lit of April 1988. We think thie rootriotiea ie andeeiiable eince 
airoaptranofi might be eaoh ae to reader an eaqairy imperatiw at aa earlier date. 

** la the eohedale we have made aa amendnient in item 68 in Part IV in Sehedale II 
to tho Indian Tariff Aot 1984 ae amended by the Bill. Under thie item ae it etood, eertein 
klndool eteel bare wbloh the Tarift Board coaeidered eboald be aab]fot only to a revenne 
daty, beoame tobjwt to a proteotive da^. The efleot of the oaiendment made li to 
aaalada oaoh bam from the wupa of proteotivo daty. 


a 


lliaataa of Diaaaat. 


Minatw of dlweat ligned to the report of the Belcet Committw on tho Bteol Protee- 
tiOB BUI aw two. Tho one io iigned by Ifr.Jayakar, Lain Lajpat Bat, Mr. Bhanmakbam 
OboMaad Mr/Aommath Datt, while the other ie eigned by Mr. Jamaadae MobtOi Mr. 
Ut Mt Joihl aad Mr. M. X. Aohorya. The fonaer adaalo coyo 


B Wmmgwt wo have aot been ablo to ogrra with the lOhM of proleetion oo embodied 
ia the BUI approved by oar ooUaigaeA Thoogh certain ameadmenti have been amde to 
tha BUI 00 originally iattodaorii. ky the Oo v emm e a t, yet the general eeheme remalae tbe 
iBW0» Tho maia adhemo of fim Bttl Io to diftercntiole between eteel (ft Britieh origin and 
^BriM origin. The oelawt ina been oriririwd oo a obIim of Imaerial 

‘ that tbio ie aot aa^ j^pM ptciwmiei . 



II wiy lead l> iMplieiUMM la taiMi. 

lasrarttf fnporttoolMiiMiia mel lini to tonoflia Ma 
la BrMtoh tlaadaid ipeeitaltow^ It hat M taa diatod that M 
Stand laM m^atal aka. 1^ ItopnlBg a hlftaff daif ta all 
aftetoft «f tin ton whete ll to ttoadM ami or aoL atailaiBlal i 
ynl Jt at aonpaia 

atoai ladto la dalibeiattlj to adopl^andl^ ^ MUa^aaSSt 

mAwmnwmmnd that dll altel l aa aato a tan d to tha Ualtal Kta^ 


«flm^«aafaanaradthaltllatoelBMatootandtBtlia0altal Ktotataa aai 
to Briltob ttaadasd apadtettoa* ytl it to aol aallhalj that lha Brittohnaatai 

a adnatoftef tha Mniad prottottoo gina to hfaa la Iht ladtoa nailMl 
of ama ptait town the ataadaid of Brittohatoallmpo^ lata Ihtoati 
■aUtaatabraaghiatet elthn bj deHbtratolj towtrlag the ataadtat m 
graam an tl anal-ftatohaa aoatiamiul alaaL Oar appraheaiioaa la Ihto nana 
aaallraiad hf ^ nawrk of tho TarlB Board la paragraph 104 of tho ropnl ta whtoh 
otaemdv *tho pional prion of Imported Brittob itnl oa whtoh oar prapoaato an 
faieah^ to a my laiga aataat^ oooaomlee readend poariblo hj tba on of aaari-ii 
ooatloaalal antarlaL* la aaj oan tbere to a likelihood ibat rcJeotloaB af Brittob i 
toatan maj ba aaat to ladia ia larger qoaotittoa. 


n tar B 


^Thon are aoaie of oar aiaia ob)niioBi agalaet the aeboTe p ro p eae d hp tha C hnawto 
It aad lor theee laaeone, we ffgret we euiaot agm to that nheoML After anataUf 


aoooidniBg tba aarlooo alteraatifa nhaiBf e ean^eted bf tha TbrHI Beard, me haaa ta 
aoon ta tha ooa a laa toB that a aolfena datj baaed ea waightad aearaga g|tolni vllh a 
haale datp whtoh will aot be altered for aerea jean woald ba tba beat ta tta atoaan* 
r Uadn the sebamo that wa propeeti there woald ba a baste data aalealatai apaa 
tha pmaat aallteg priee of Brittob ataadard ateal togathar with aa addlllaiMl dtajr ta 
pirolaet ladlaa ateal agataat ooattaaatal etael .whieh aelle at a lower price. If ptma al 
Brittob or ooatlaeatal etael iaareoan or deofeaaea» tha Gofaraor-OaBaial ta Oaaaoll to 
gifaa power to deereaee or iaotaan additioaal dotj as the eon amp be. fbtoi 
nhena that wa propon will meet the main objeetieu aiml agaiast the aeanga wo|||blli 
mlam aa ptopoeed bj tha Tariff Beard. Oar eOhaaM dUbrs from that ng taw ta bg Ihi 
nrlff Board ia that we have proposed the le?j of a baeie and aaadditieaaldalptolha 
plaoe of one aaitorm dntp aaggeeiad by them and the additional daty that wa prapaaid 
Wonld be lorled upon all oteel irreepectire of the eonntry of origin. By 0sliig abaala 
doty for a period of eeven yrari>| the etee! indoetry 1e amonri a mioimom prolaaltoa 
4oitiig thto period and thie wonld nchieve the ob]nt of attraotlng freeh eapital tato tba 
etoel indnetiy. Power to alter the additional dntj which we propope to mt in the Ooear- 
aor-Oeneial in Conooil will be an efleotire eafegoard againet any eioemire or tatahatlfa 
protoottoa. 

‘^WonroconaoloBeoC tbefaet that onder oar eobcmfi the price of Brittob ri i iid a id 
etoel will be n little higher than the oormponding price nnder the Oofcr n aw al BUI. 
Thongh thie may be ooneidered to be a defect inherent in the eobeme that we prapen, 
we may urge that the additional eteel borden on the nser of Brittob eteri to oeaator« 
ba i n no ed by the tower price of oontinental eteei. None of the . alternatire aetaM 
enggnted by the Tariff Board can be nid to be entirely flawtom and, in onr opinion^ 
Mbeme that we hare propeaed eeeme to be the beet nnder the eirenmetaneea. Wa appaaa 
faaiawith a draft of tlie Bill embodying the eebeme eoggested bj Mi** 

Mr. Mehtnto Dtosenting Miaata. 

The other written by Mr. Jamnadae Mehta to oppo^ to Imperial praiemn M 
tha other loetioa of dtoaenttoate, hot they point oat that the oferwbelmfag mainita Of 
people will nfnee to coontenanoe imiterial prefereoee ia any ehape or form not haoaaie 
of ai^ boetility towarde the Britiih people^ beoaoee of deep^ealed ooof lettoAtand 
on the painfal ezperienoe of nrorly two oentni^ that Brittob impertoltets and oapitalfita 
are at the bottom of all India'* tronble. If tho fail rcealta A the Bwd a ptoj^llta 
diflareatlal dattoa whtoh are moot to the nature ef epeenlatione BBnterMli^ Itoy will 


wtaoofoi^ It Impoeee na latoleimblt and wboUy nnn 
rapooiAytac OB tbn cananaMr of oertata eonttaeatal 


banton of forty I 
ta Bniam, l aito n i 



m THE lAOlSJkTlVB ASBBIBLT Mmui 

Mmmt Madm PinliltBgy, Omni nroifam^ etsit wilbm mtnring Ht bmii 

Mr. JMntdn nyi thal tlie idiem «vMfed bk Mndi Ui 
Ibi state of dkmt wn amted aad tf ll did not weoeed, tlw mpoulteUte wosld be 
■tend OB ibo ibooJdofo of tho Anembly; Mr. Jomnodai Mibte tad Mr. Aeboryo 
iitar Ibo Impoiltta of pioleetin dotki radpojmmof booofckontbooB^talfaod of 
fmmteg tbo tedoitrj wttboofe oadoly tesing the tespoyor. After o ootaktta of 
gHkiial otetktlQf^ Mr. JoauidM rooomioeiido Ihol Ibo promil wpttn of oombteiKl 
dittki OBd taatico lo Ibo bool. 

Mr. JoobI ogfoeo with tbk atate 00 ter 01 It dofdopo tbo qrotooi of dotko oad 
bomfc i ooBibliiodt «hlk Mr. Aohoijo ogrood la catinty. They foooaoioBd that aatforai 
bomkf ohookl fopmm tbo dlflBioaoe betwooB a fair lolHog |Mta aad tbo bigbor ioalo 
ob loiolga priooa, Tbo boaaty oboald be ' filed froa tbe amoaat Nootombk froa pro. 
teiMfidatloi TiaaUy, Mr. Jaouadaa feooaaaada that tbo Bill oboald be reteriod to 
tbo Bokot Ooaaitteo for tbo adoptloa of tbe above proponlo. 


Tba Tarjfl Board*o MocomnoBdatiBBO. 

Marly te Jaaaary IfilT .tbo Ooveroaeat of ladla la a ooaaaaiqao pablkbed tbe 
report of the TbriM Bond aaaoaaeteg that they propoa to iatrodaoe la tbo Mhi Bcailoa 
of tbo Aoaably a bill oarrjlag oat tbe aate leooaaeadatlooe ooatrtaod laltbe Bepott. 
The Board roooBuafOdcd that Proteetioa graated to tbo ladlaa eteel ladaoliy oiaoe 19r4 
te bo ooatteaod la a oKidifiod fora for eevea yean till March 1918. Tbe report of 
tbo Board wbiob ooBdootod a etatatory oaqaliy late the coodltloa of the ladaetry 
propoeak lor tbo iapoeltloa of differeatlal datlee aad aboliUoa of the 
of taaticfl. Protcotloo givea te tbo ladaetiy ia ladia bad aabetaatialiy 
Ite pooltioa aad tbo oatpat of fiakhcd etoel at tbe ead of eevea ymie 
bo €00^000 tone while tbo ooot of aaaateotaio le ozpooted to be redaoed eepetaly 
aad ooateapteted eateartoae aad laprovooMBti la Jaaahedpar worba 
of Inported eteol had tellea nbetaatlaHy aad aals 
lit woald Bot bo ponlble to maateotaro aad oill ladlaa eteel la 



i of boaatioa aador wbteb the eteel ladaetry 
I aboat 999 lakbe of rapeee till the ead of Marob 1917 
I te prevealteg aateir ooeapetittoa. ltdoeeaot oaggeet tbo adoptta 
e Jatko beeaoee aador It anaateetafe oaloalated to dkooaiage the Brltleh 
1 of Meel whkh k aoie rollabk tbaa OoBtlaeatel eteel woald be okarly aadeeira- 
It k rogaided ae probable that tbe prioee of Britkb eteel la latere woald be telrly 
■NO of OoBtteoBtel prta oaoaot be foroeeea ae aaetevoao teoton like 
■ad aateir dampteg aided by a doproelatlog en h aage ailght ooom late play. 
XBortiore the Board enggrete tbo liapGoitioB of a book doty oa all eteel inported fion 
wbatevor ooaatiy whilo addltioBal daty k rtooeuBeaded ob eteel of aoa-Brltleb orlgla. 
TIa board vedgoee the proerat Import defy oa lollod etod aefolkwe 

la tbo 0000 of talk from BOi 14 per toB plea boaatke te Be. 18 baek daty aad bo 
■ddkkBBl date. 

fkbpkleafioBiBe. 14plnbOBatkateBe.9aelaiamBbaak daty aad ao add lt lo B a l 
drtar* 

ilraatara]eeotlOBetroBBe.80pertoBteBei 19 baele aad 11 odditioBal. 

MMefroBi Be.40por tea teBo.i8baateaad 11 addltkaal. 

Oalnaioed ebeete from Bb 48 te Be. 88 baek aad ao additloBal daty wbik tbo daty 
OB glalee k raked froBi Be. 80por too toBe.i0kBkaiidl8addltlOBalaad bkobebeek 
Be 80per toB toBo 86 baekaad 84 ■ddttkaal. 

nityiMetebrloated keel tbo Board leoooBneade fa plaoe of a 98 per eoat oMbnao 
a baete doty of 17 per ont, aad aa additional daty of Be. 18 per tea. ky tbo ead 
m yean the Board belkvod the ladaetiy ehoald be ablete amet the Brttkb oom* 

I withoat tbo aeeklaaoe of aay proteotivo or revoBao daty. If tbo Oontteeatal 
teM roetelB at their preeeat kvd eoam OBeaearo of proteoUon might etUI bo loqolnd. 
ta poopond book dotkO oboald bo te foica aaaltefed ter aevoa yean whoa then maot 
be aaomr etetatery oaqalry bat addltkaid datka might ba ledaoad or lakod by the 
OovatiaeiiBt vrttboal irtenaoa to tbe Iie^atan daita ^bo period of piotoetipB If tbo 
prton of aoteBrltkb oteol Jool^y tbo dbaage. Tbe propooed datko Umagb tl^ ladelvo 
a dkitaot rvdaatta la lib oakllBg dalko oboak ooabk la the kag raa te aedaoo Ibo 
prtofli of iteei te g tail kenr tbaa at aay period elaoe tbo war. Atthoflaae tta tbo 
inidpoteteodi tbalta tew lovol of daty oa lalk woald bo Jaolifiabk oaty tf Ibo 
Ooveeatem arasgi M ftahooi Ibo vrholo of tbekrooilioMrttol^Jiiklaladtentor 




9m BoMd eaqilrtaf inlo tht MjjNIta «f Ito tiv-plM M ii te f rtaWiilf 
9iiiMMMAilat<tvwjPiMftitdBetdpfolt0M4«l^ln«Bi. ii to Bf. 48 fw IM aai 
II to« nOtd «to tbt urtoirt dtelataifttatCati^liifiifow toWatoi toMtIllivltfi 
fit toSiWh ttn-^ato thilllM ladiia pradMt IMS aita^ to Mipito. 

Bht B€wd*t VMOMwndtoiOM m all «M«toMi ml Mm f tpo tt toMBHilf Kf» 
Utoiniln imtT 




OBVifttoMtlM tfMi Jmniy lh« O of m am t of todio poUMMo BOl pmldlig 
lot oMMlmm of piolcelloo to Mio ilnl ladtoUp In BHtirii MIo oad foiMollp lopitolMt 
IhiHMBfllii fUi Bill fiooi ofleel to too moia fooo—nBiliMom of Iho fimff Bmd 
mm/etf ftoBtoto oAor o otototaty oaqo^. Tht protoolta It hf onmo of tommd 
dattaiOBiMpiMitMdaothj fiaat of bfUto on ptodoolion tad it will hofo oilMl 
Ivomayoon frm the IM liff, to too Sltl Ifnrto. 1984* II to nndo oloiu^ how* 
otit,hito>pifmh1i owd to olnoot S of too Bill tool tot llMitotloB to tom jonio 
to mMionhii ohllj to Mh* mtoi of doty tad sol to polloy of dtoottaitaoltaf ptotootlOB 
toJL Tto Bm poooldti tor ootototoey twinliy to IMMi to oidor to oooortnta whol 
omnt of peotoMliw owy *111 ho aeoenory oad too aunaor la whieh II wonid ho oo a totiod • 

Ih P ow to p too B oo idto ■ oeoMOM ado iloai too BUI ptofktoo for the Inpoollloa of 
dItoinBMd Mlio of daly oa otrtoto Ina oad otoel oftleloi^ wHhohooiodaty tooooooC 
ofttoteoof BHUtonwaalMtaio oad oa oddHtaaol doty la ooio of thooo of ao aBfUtoh 
orlfiB. TboBIBolooflfOioflaoltotwo itoonoMBdolloai of the Boned aMdo la oaillor 
f ipoe to i Boto oio MoiHy ooaaoolod with ooallaonaoo of ptotooMoa to Iho otooltodaMiy. 
fhoiitotoiOMOfnlof toodolyoaaowroaghl olae. The omia dbtool of Ihto ohoafo to 
to lodooo too oool of owanfMlarlaf folonaliid toool oad ooaooqaoatly Iho aMoaat of 
piotootioa it toqtatoH. The ooooad peop^ to fodoolioB of do^ on blook Ma feoM li 
ptr onto. Mf adtoow to Be. ISO per ton, whito hot nlieody been nppiofod of hy the ladiaa 
Ligtolalaiio hy mdo t toao potte d la Tehrnory. IPSd. Beth theio dboaiooi amMy, 
■lonioni of daly oa nawieaght lino 'and lednolloa of doty oa Uook ttoi will ato io 
onhjoet to the otfon yeoetP limit. 

The eotelino pitoeetiee dnliet off wlie oad wire nolle me oontlnned, hot the Qoftra* 
nml oaaonaotd their iatmlioa of bringing befoet the Logtoltottio la the Blmla toMloa 
propotolo for a oonllnooaee or modlflootlmi of thtie dniiti. 

A4}oornment*MotioD on Oomoey BOl. 


Next day> the 8TH FEBRUABT. aeon after the Hbooe fepmeBr 
Ued, the Preoident annonnoed that he had leoelTed ao adhraroBMot 
notioii from Mr. 8. Srinivaoa Iyengar raioiog the qaeothMi of yoMay of 
the Oorreney Bill till after the Railway Budget bed been di ipo ee d of and 
the feneral hndget had been yreieated. The Preoktoiit eaid that the deal* 
ikm wee annoano^ only the day before and it waa yrima fade in oider» but 
he would like to hear obieotione. 

The Home Member oobmitted that the chair oboold wateb Tery jeahmaly 
wbother the bnoinem of tbo Honee oboold bo allowed to ba diatobed yery 
frequently. The Goyemment bed a right to determine lie own bnaineae and 
ifit ^ not foUow the wiohee of the Hooie* It would prqfiidioe itoi own eaaa 
with the Hooio. He anbmitted that the matter wee not urgent and was 
barred by mleo ea it would be antidpetfng the debate on tlm 1^ 

Sir Pnmahottamdao said that the motkm of wfoitniment had Ilia 
itfODgeit oaee eyer made out and wii a matter of Qqpmt paUie fmpor* 
tanoe, partieoltfly ag the Bailway Budget waa eomdito in tho lUid weak o^ 
thh ntonth and the fqtio wpokl malto a diBanope irf a aimf in 0XMB4i|BM 


AN TBEtMoauapm AsnoLT [■■■ mn 

Tr Trn*i1"t mf* — r**-ff t~ ~TTT|t ■■ ■(Bnni 

aMtawliminM««lMrflM*had bam aaada II did ml Ha ia fha 
wmtUk ot tfia OaratmaBl to ai^ toat tba aattar twa apl ai w ffA t toipOB. 
lama aa ba ttom^ Ha toiportaaaa ud mgamj bad bam ■*»***■* bgr tba 
OovamMot ia aoaaidariai tbia qaaatfm at tba awatiin of Hw IneotiTa 
CaauaHtao. Ha aaaordia^ bald ^ atolira ia oidar <applMaa fma oppo* 
Aim baaAaa) and fixed 4 p. ai. for Ha diaenaaion. 

AaaaliaiBatfon of Orifa Tiaeta. 

Mr. Hflakaala DAS Am awrad for the taking of iaanaadiato alapa for 
pattiag or pnbliahfBg aobaaaao of patting aO Ori]ra*qpaakiag tiaalo nndor 
OM UnmI 

Pandit HBahaatodaa aaU that an amalgamated one adadniafetatfan wonld 
ba eoadne i ro to the i n ta raa t a of the paoide. He gave a ahnt biatoiT of 
the agHatim to bring the Oripa-apmking people nndar om adaainiatiation 
and alao bow Oriaaa eana to ba attaobad ftrat to Bengal, and thm to Bbar. 
Ha raaallad that nndar the ffindn Be} and alao the Moi^ Bole, the Qripai^ 
fdaatito waa laeogn i aad. bat it waa nadar the Britiab Bala tbat toair 
Zaaaindaia ware add away for paltry anaH to the paopla in Oahattowho 
wmb abarataa landhnda. If Aaaaaa wHb pnaHeally Aa aaata popidalfoa 
and wHboot a High Coart aud without a Uniretai^ oonld be nnaatMatail 
into a P to ri nee. w^ not tba Oriyaa bare m axolnaiTa prorinea t Howaror. 
aa Img aa the Oriyaa ware not brought under om adoainiatnlion, ha would 
Imp aa opm aaind on tba ^laalion of the prorinaa they ahould ba part of. 
HI wonld pnfar to bo pi^ of Bengal ratbor tbm waah tba fidda of Bihar. 
But avra U GoTormaant in the laat raaort aakad tham to aim* to aO tba 
Or^ being put nndar Bihar, they would aeeapt H. but with a hope in the 
fntivo of trying tbair hiok for an omlnaim prorinea for the Oriyaa. 

Mr. Oaya Praaad Sindi wanted the iaam to ba clear and aorod m 
aaMadmant urging the aaialgainatim of the Oriyaa with the praaont Oriaaa 
diriafon of tba Prorinea of Bibar and Oriaaa and fuetod from Moaara. 
mnip Dnifo report in auppwt of bia propoaal. Oriaaa waa baekward and 
auffar^ from ehronie atarration and would do well to remain with Bfoar. 
but if tba Oriyaa wanted to go out of Bihar, the Biharia would bid* them 
togrerinl but ootdial farewelL 

Mr. Banga Aiyaria amondmant urging tba rediatribatim of Ihapco- 
rinoea on a Ongnlatie bosia waa ruled out hj the Praaident m mafniiallr 
widaning the aoope of tba original rawlution. Mr. Banga Afyar quoted 
Mr. lio^ Omtia, tba fore*canner of tiia Montford Bafotma, tbrt 'too ate 
ahmll ba the oonatHution of amall prorineea and all eonditiam laid down 
by Mr. Ourtfo ware fulfilled by tba Oriyaa. They would not bam a fateal 
India on whiob Sir Fredaridc Whyte wrote at the laqueat of the GonraaMnt 
of bdia wHbont a radiatribntton on linguiatia baaia 

la winding up the d a b a t a. Sr Alexander Mnddteaaaaid: Hit waa 
i ntoo da d to group Oriya-ap^ing traeta into a aaparata prorinea^ tom it 
roquired far gioater enquiry and eloner nemtiny than bad bam ao far made. 
Ba wm fa groat aymp n toy Oriyawpeaking traeta mafataining tbair own 
tradHiom and eiyfltegioa. WHb regard to the -an g gea tfo a that Oaajam 
Diabiet abeirid be trauatemd from Madraa Proriam to BOmr and Ottea. 
toia famima r a f ao ti ag toa maltar to toe Bihar CouneB ml m to ** faair 
abiiiiy of too twiwfaiv baeaaao It waa to ba daeiM by toe Om A of 



•iBB.'iiyl AommsntATioii of saiitbal vbwaiias 

Indfat bat rf .tt» i—iwfal — d admiaiitnlif* mphIi of Mm qnwlinn Bt 

■dniMad lAat At pnMnt amacaMMl* wm mI altmothm MtiiiMtonr. 

IWMQr. !>• Mwaght MMt M after ImnU A ««• fcond 

Mm baate aonld te •onvaBiaatly traadwrad te BOter and CkiHa. ba wovld 
tnuMfartbaau Comhidiiig. be aMd tbal tba aBeteoag and oOBTaaianM of 
adaMnWratioii wo«Id ba Mm detemfadng faeter and if it vaa fcmnd MmI Ibaaa 
two faetwa M not aoaae in tba wqr> Mw natter would bo'aynpatbteiaBBy 
eonaidotod. Ha. tbarafora. aakad tba aaoaar to wiOdiaw tba raaohitfoii 
wUdi along witb tba aaandaaaat waa wUidiawn. 

Pttrpuiat, 

Knmar Oanganand Sinba then aorad witbdiaami of Snitw Paiganaa 
Diatriot in tba Plotineo oi Kbar and Oriaaa fteaa tba opaiaMon of Saatioa 
6S-A and 71 of tba Oofamnant of India Aat of 1919 and tba aaandaaant of 
tba SA a d nl a Diattiate Aata of 1874 ao aa to omit froaa tt Saotbal POrganaa 
oaenrring in part 8 nndar Mha baad ** SAadohd Dfattiata. BangM, of tba drat 
aabadnla of (te Aat” 

Mr. Baaanatvan Singb aaorad an aaBandaent anggaatint tba 
of tba Oiateiala of Sanbalpar and Santbal Paiganaa from tba oparaMon of 
SaetioD BS*A and 71 of tba OoTamtent of India Aet. Ho draw attention 
to the faet Mud «tbor tba GorarnorKlaiiotal or tba Governor of tba proviaaa 
bad very litMa or knew veiy little of wbat aaa going on in thaao DiatrMa. 
It waa tba Oolloetor who was really a mlar and gave OKomplaa of what tba 
apoakar eaUad petty ^rannieo of looal adminiatration. 

Ife. B. Dm anggestad an amendment to Mm above amendment niging 
the indnMon of te Distriet of Angul and withdrawal of Seotion 71 of Mm 
G ovanmMnt of India Aab Measra. Nilkantadaa. Gaya Prud Singb and 
SMbeawar Snha spoke in tom up till four o'Moek in rapport of te motion. 

The Adfoarnmant IfoMon on Cnrraoay SO. 

Mr. Srinivasa lYENQAB moved hia adjournment aaotion at 4 p. a. 
Mr. lyangsr found no reason why tbs Finanea Member did not keep 
to hia pconiiso. Last August te Government wanted to taka te oountiy 
by snrptito and rushtha Bill, but when the AssaniUy postponed A more 
enrranay azparts Mmo Sir BhO imagined sprang npw CKr teii drappsd te 
Bill ao aomothing hot. Aa the ratio would aileat te azpanditora in 
datofiaiaing te sup^amentiy eetimatee. the Government must eoaso 
iorwind with te ^rranqr Bill at oao& The main purpose of tba date 
■oeaBod to him to forea the AssamUy to aoeept te Finanee Mombara 
mMo. however, submitted that te ratio should ba dotanniaad in 
te pormanont interests of te oountiy and tet Budget oonaidantioaB 
should not.bo baente in. 

Mr. JAtAKAB supported te motion. Ha aeeassdte Govammte 
of SagHBd biuMb rf the promise of August bwk lha Knanea Mamte 
W told fbaiu tet te meipbers would have an^ opportuni^ of rhsantslog 
thoBUfuuodmaadeoolmitnnarbndon itsmorito. 

Sr BaaB Btekett :-WiU tba Hon’bb Member aetoally mo ' 7 

Mr. Jaydiar said Mda pn^osition wm put forward by Mn ^gateite 
iOd ffuatteBy ondoraad by te Finanoa Member. A small ohsporrf 
iteliiior Hot Shr BWI wanted to follow te policy of divteaudite 
■■ilihoo ibo ■omboca oo te bteno of • d fl em m o by m at tin g vf te 



funroBUit 


tiiS liBGI8iA.TIVB ASSEMBLY 

pWfflMM imonUr tfMlad in mpaol ol An nuSmbm et eonteitatta 
sot 00 tiostod* 

Sr BmA KiACEBTT wio plot ia d tkst the motum pooled tbrongh 
sorrow SMoboo end woo oOofTod bf the dnir oo ho woo thereby eooUedto 
dbpel the pr^vdioet The Gorerosieiit were entitled to bring* in the 
istoroit of lodi^ the exoot beoringof the rotio on the budget figurei. The 
pcdiqrof remiioion of prorineiel eontributiom woo laid down by the Hoooe 
, osd whoterer the Gorernment would do in this natter, it would not be 
indoMioed by whot the Home did to-day. He beard the charge of trickery 
and he ooked whot all thia exoitenent neant* whether it foretold that the 
Home* woo being looked into expreseing a final decision in blissful ignorance 
of oome important oomeqoenoeo that the adTooates of Is. 4d. were so despar- 
ately afraid of diaemsing the ratio in the light of relevant facts and figures. 
(Ofidal eheeia). He admitted the need for early discussion but there would 
be no oeriom damage done in the interval to the country by justifying the 
adjournment motion. It waa not chidlenged that the adoption of Is. 4d. 
would have diaastrom conaequences on the budget, (Voice : No. no). 

Sir Purahothamdaa THAKURDAS said : Ever since the 25th ultimo 
when the Home came to know that the Finance Member wanted to take 
advantage of something in the budget, the House did not want that the 
artifioiid support to that ratio should be made available to the Finance 
Member, (Sir Basil Blackett and Official Members : Why t”) 

Sir Purshotbamdas Thakurdas : ** Because the ratio is not to be for 
one budget but for 50 budgets, (Applause). Are you prepared to guarantee 
that an&r la. fid. there will be no more deficits after yon leave India or 
are you anxiom to balance the budget in your period of office irrespective of 
the deluge that may follow when yon have left f What the country wants 
is a correct ratio. (Applause). 1 say the Finance Member having wasted 
Ifi miUmn of gold resources of India, he (Finance Member) is afraid of coming 
before the Assembly without an extra present, however, short and tam- 
poraiy it my be.” Wat it not a fact that never in the history of the Indian 
kgUatuie had any other bill been allowed to intervene till the House had 
diaomeed and dispoeed of the Finance Bill f By putting the bill on the 7th 
March the Government was etampeding the Assembly. 

The Finance Member : ” No, Sir, 

Sir Parshothamdas : What is the good of saying ** No, That is 
what you are doing. Sir Purshothamdm further aaked whether a commer- 
cial b^ct like railways could be treated properly when the ratio would 
mdte a difference of a ororc and a half in the railway revenue and capital 
axpanlitnre. 

Mr. Jamnadm MEHTA laid that the Government was blowing hot 
and cold in the same breath. In August last Sir Basil wanted the Bill to 
ba oomidered ” now and here To-day be said, " there is no harm in 
coonideriog the Bill alter a month. ” This was an insult to the iotelHgenee 
of the Assembly. If you regard the Bill as a matter of permanent import- 
aoee» then you should aUow us to diseuis it now. 

Sir Beail Baokett Hear. hear. 

Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta : You say ** bear, bear/’ but all the same you 
are deaf. (Laughter.) You want us to oetde the ratio questioD in tlm 
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Uglit of tba Sgora of a tingle budget. Thit u an onnalural method of 
deeidiDg the ratio problem. 

Mr. Srinivasa lYENQAR, roplyinj;, said ho was thoroughly uiioonvineed 
by the arguments of the Finance Moml^er. The ploa of budget figures 
was unreal forj irrespective of the budget, the Governm(*ijt had accepted 
It. 6d. and once the Governmont prq.nouiiced its decision it iKver changed 
it even if it knew it was wrong. (Laujhter). The Home Member's ststr 
ment promising consideration was ambiguous. 

The Home Member : If the Hon*blo Member suggests that when I made 
that statement I had made up my mind, he is saying what is not true. 

Mr. Srinivai lyongor accepted the contradiction. He challenged the 
Government’s right to det(>rmine the c^iurso of business altogether indepen* 
dently of the wishes of the House. 

Sir Basil Blackett was glad to hear on the authority of the Congress 
President that his Party would vote on the ratio on its merits and that the 
press announcementa that the Party had already decided to vote for Is. 4d« 
on political grounds was untrue. The Finance Member admitted that the 
House must vote on tho permanent ratio, but its effect on the budget could 
not be slurred over and a clear idea of its effect on the next budget and 
succeeding budgets could not be had till the budget was presented. 

At 6-30 division was called and the motion was carried by 52 agaiuat 
45 votes amidst loud cheers from noirolKcial benches. The House then 
adjourned. 

Next-day. the 9TH FEBRUARY, the Assembly devoted its sitting to vote 
S3 supplementary demands for grants. Roforonces wore made during tho 
discussion to the difficulty caused by tho ratio controversy and there was 
an interesting debate on a token cut raising tho question of aviation. 

Demands for Excess Grants 

Sir Basil Blackett first moved the demand for tho excess grant of over 
Ri. 14 lakhs under Posts and Telegraphs for the year 1924-26. He did 
not think it desirable to go into technical details and explain to the House 
the reason for bringing forward this demand. The position was fully 
examined by the Public Accounts Committee. 

After a short discussion demands for excess grants for 1934-1926 
charged to revenue under the heads Pi^sts and Telegraphs, Survey of 
India. Archaeology, Education, Civil Votorinary Services, Census, Joint 
Stock Companies, Superannuation Allowances and Pension Refunds were all 
agreed to. The Congress members cried ” No on all these demands, 
but did not press their opposition to a division. 

The House then proceeded to vote supplementary demands for grants. 

Aviation Expenditure. 

About eight supplementary grants were voted. When a supplementaiy 
demand for Rs. 9,96*000, in respect of aviation for tho year ending 31st March 
1927 was put, Pandit H. N. Kunsru moved its reduction by Rs. 100 to elioit 
certain information from the Government. Firstly, he asked whether civil 
aviatioD in India was to be developed through private enterprise or by llte 
Oovamment sa was being done in the case of railways» telepbooes and 
tdegiaphs ; secondly, whether the Government proposed to put a eiawsi in^ 
agreement which they would come to with a private company whUi 
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fPMdi atny i» dffl IbA tfltr firltfo ^riocl il wwM b» Uikm 

o?ir Ilf tba OorernneDt ; and thirds. wMkw tb§ GofaroMiit wooU aeoepi 
tba prlneipla of giving emplofmant to Ii^laas in air aorrioa. Tbaaa mattaia 
wara not daar in tha mamorandnm wbidb waa tnppliad to biak Ha waa 
anziooa to aaa that tbia damand which involrad a qnaation of poliqj ahonld 
ba^ thoroughly disouasad by tha Asaambly. Ha, tharafora, anggaatad that 
tbia demand ahould ha brought up along with tha budget 

Sir Purahottamdaa Thaknr^ aa a member of tha Standing Finanoa 
Gommittaa that raoommandad tha matter being put before tha Aaaambly 
urged tha poatponemant of tha debate on tbia damand, firatly, baaauaa tha 
iaauaa iuvolrad wara vary aarioua, and aaoondly, coma mambara wara not 
In poaaaaaioii of tha memorandum and they muat weigh all faota fully baoauia 
aipanditura would in future vary likely go up to Ra. 26 to Ra. 30 lakha. 

Hr. Cbatti asked whether discussion could be conducted without the 
House being supplied with a mcnr.oi Hndum. 

Tha PraaideDt said this was not a point of order. The remedy lay in 
the members’ hands by postponing discussiop. 

Sir B. N. Mitra assured he had not the slightest objection to adjourn- 
ment and could, ii the House wished, reply to the points raised by Pt. 
Kunsru. The discussion was, thereupon, adjourned unanimously and tha 
House agreed to all the remaining demands for grants. Only in respect of 
stationary, Mr. Jamnadas wanted to criticise the Calcutta Printing branch 
for not supplying books but the President ruled it out of order. The House 
than a4)oumed. 

Administration of Santhal Perganas. 

On tha lOTH FEBRUARY, tha House reassembling, dieeussion was 
resumed on Kumar Ganganand Sinhas resolution urging the withdrawal of 
Santhal Parganas Districts in Bihar and Orissa from the operation of eeo- 
tioni 62(a) and 71 of the Government of India Act 1919. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman said that under section 62(a) sub-section 2 of 
tha Government of India Act, powers of the Legislature were limited with 
regard to putting into effect any law. He wanted a ruling from the Chair 
whether the Assembly could discuss the amor.dment of Mr. B. D.iss which 
wanted exclusion from the operation of Section 62 of the Act and not 71 
toaraof. 

The President ruled that the Assembly could discuss the amendment 
which was perfectly in order. 

The Home Member referred to Santhal Parganas and paid a handsome 
tribute to the services of Augustus Cleveland who at the age of 29 tumad 
the dangdtous border into a district with peace and prosperity aa was 
daseribad on his memorial. Cleveland was one who, without bloodshed or 
tenor of authority, employed only means of conciliation and conquered tha 
snltra population of Santhal Parganas and brought them to appreciate tha 
aits of civilised life. After the death of Cleveland, tha administration 
there was conduotad much on the lines laid down by him. What struck one 
most was bow graailj the administration in this part depended on partkmlar . 
oBlaara stationed there. 

Tha Home Member, continuing, said that tba Saothals have vmy stooiii 
indigenous system of viDaga organisation and headman wara .afeSl 
pigh mhUie dasB Hindus ware only 15 par cant of tha pppoi ifii m i 
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bihMtovdtiiHiDdiit. Whib Ssnliiib wam quite happy, it teemed to 
Urn that Ate reeolotion haa been bmaght up in the intereet of embranti 
erho voiild or oould not gat lande in tbata Parganas aa they did in other 
•dmioietarad dietriats. Sir Alexander Mnddimati added tbit the iaet 
wae hietorioally prored that whenever it was attempted to introdnee 
ordbaiy law. there was unrest among Santhali. It was so in 1855 and in 
1871 and there would be unrest again tonnorrow if they affected the landlori 
of the Parganas to the detriment of originid inhabitants. 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, supporting the motion, expressed his surprise 
that even after three quarters of a century of British rule, the people were 
held in Areedian simplicity. If it was a backward tract, then it wee 
monetious to suggest after the lapse of so many decades that people should 
oonlioue to remain what they were. To imagine that by bringing any area 
under the regulation, disturbances would arise was a very sad commentary 
on the system of British rule. Did the British Government want to keep 
these riobly endowed tracts deliberately as backward tracts, in order to 
show that India was a land of different levels 1 " Egregious failure ” would 
be writ large on the forehead of the existing system by imperial posterity. 

Dr. Moonji, supporting the motion, explained the defects in eriminal 
law and asked whether these laws contributed to the good of the people and 
what barm there would be if they were changed on the lines of the law 
in the rest of India. Much had been said of the administration by good 
offieeia. If the whole of India bad been governed by good officers like, for 
instance. Sir Alexander Muddiman who was a very good man (loud laughter) » 
there would perhaps have been no need for the Assembly and Cottoeile. 
The people of Bengal have been so much accustomed to terrorism that they 
would not in the least mind terrorism for Santhalese if there was introduced 
III their administration. 

Sir Purusbottamdas Thakurdas said the days of securing peaceful, 
permanent domination of British rule were past and the ideal of officers 
of Government shouH be to progress towards making self-respected wid 
contended citizens. The Home Member’s speech was a confession of failure 
of the British Government. He would ask whether the policy of keeping 
out Indians from Santhals was the same policy that was being adepted 
against Europeans. He told Mr. Bhamiiarayan Singh tb it he would rather 
not develop coal mines than deprive the Santhalese of the chance of progress 
for that reason. It was the clear duty of the Hou^e to vote for the rc* 
eolntioD. 

Mr. Donovan was cheered as ha rose to intervene. He said that 
persona) experienoe of the Parganas was on the official benches. He for one 
knew the people in the western districts of Bengal Presidency during the 
het twelve years. They were a hard-working, sturdy race doing harvesting 
lor mmiudan and landlords in Bengal districts but the Santhalese had never 
been able to hold themselves against these people. The mover of the 
issohitioD, it appeared, wanted reiorm In administration not so much for 
the Santhaleae but for another race of pleaders ; for, who did not disoeru the 
io hie mind and in bis face when Mr. Gatigauauda Sinha deplored the 

piSN^ 

Gunguianda Sinha: WhsI 1 said wae that it was beoause of tbs 
AiiiMlb te tim laws ^ tlm peop^ ^ 
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Mr. Donom: Whtt it At food of Imriog pbidm or toftcio^ 
den when Uie oTenge annual produce per bead wao nioe maundt f 

Mr. Bangatwami Iyengar: What it the good of the Aiifl^o*Iiidiaa 
Nawab t 

Mr. Amamath Dntt : Sare him from the spleen boing*mpturtd. 

Mr. Rangatwami : What good it juttiee to the poor man t 

Mr.*DonoTan: Only the man who could engage a pleader could got 
luttice at againat a man who could not 

Mr. Rangatwami : Hardly a compliment to you. gontlomoii. 

Mr. Donovan : In my view there thould be more apecid lawt. 

Mr. Rangatwami : Martial Law and no damned nontenae.^ 

Mr. Donovan : The people in Santhal Parganat are guildett innoeente 
under the merciea of money-lenden. The only way yon can help the 
Santhaleaeit hy Co-operative Credit Society movement The mover will 
have an opportunity to abow hit practical aympatby lor Santhalete on the 
?th March when the Curreiicy Bill comet up. 

Dewan Cbamanlal taid at he heard Mr. Donovan, he felt tempted to 
collect all handkercbieft on Straraiitt benchea and run to waah the team 
flowing OR hit cbeekt from tbo feeling for the Santbaleae. (Laughter). A 
pleader could enter the Parganat even now to argue caaet of value of over 
Rt. 1 , 000 . 

Mr. Donovan : How many of the Santhalete potteta Bt. 1,000 1 

Mr. Chamanlal: If they don't it it becaute of your damnable 
ayatem of adminiatration. At for the tyatem of davery which you 
complain exicta there, what have you been doing all theae yeara of paternal 
Government f Mr. Chamanlal next quoted a eaae where the Magiatrato 
remarked that the ton who inherit^ father’a property thould alto be 
puniahed for the offence committed by the father. 

Lala Lidpat Rai did not mind Mr. Donpvan'a apeeeh, but waa turpriaed 
to hear argumenta from a aeaaoned atateaman like the Home Member. H 
the Britiah ayatem of administration could not be extended to Santhda, then 
the Britiah could clear out of the Parganaa bag and baggage and leave thoae 
people to their own ayatem of Government. 

The Lala aaked why one policy waa applied to Indiana taking landa in 
Paiganaa while tracta were cleared for plantation and other purpoaea when the 
European wanted them, and the native of the land waa turned out f (Hear, 
hear.) If the Home Member believed in hia aigumenta, why did he not 
extend to the frontier Council Government f People of the frontier were 
alao backward, brave, aimple and dreaded money-lenderv, but in thia eaae 
it waa imperial purpoae that w ^ to be aerved. Indeed, the official benoheat 
argumentaeappear^ to him nonaeriaieal. If the Santbaleae had not the right 
of oecupav>oy, then the remedy waa change of law in Bengal but not keeping 
the Santbaleae backward. The argumenta uaed were thoae that appealed to 
alldeapota. 

Mr. Joahi aaid that he waa neither a lawyer nor a monprlAoder. 
Therefore hia decire for the Santnaleae being given dviliaed form of Govern- 
ment waa not influenced by any profeational ooiiaiderationa. It waa aaid 
that the Santbaleae were kept under spedal regulationa becauae the nudorH^ 
of them were uneducated, that It waa intended to keep them away from 
tbo elotefaea of. money-lender!, that outaiders would diapoMeaa them of thrir 
land and that they were add cted to the uae of liquor. He aeked whether 
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tba CbTaromsot had fcakan any steps to remedy any of these state of aSiiin* 
Why did not the Government ed no ite them, brina speeial laws .to ondloate 
the drink evil or pass laws to save the people from money*lendera and stop 
enoroaohments on their land 1 What was the good of using these argoments 
when object was suppression 1 Under the present oireumstanoes, it was 
only fair that the Sinthalese he given the. ordinary form of Gkivernment. 

Mr. ANEY pleaded for the inclusion of Samhalpur under civilised laws. 
He could not find any justification for the exclusion of this district when 
Mandla which stood on a par with Simbalpur was included in the C. P, 

Kumar Ganganand SINHA, replying to the debate, quoted from the 
speech of the Hindu Minister, Bihar and Orissa Government, who 
said that the peculiarity of the position lay in that the law applied not to 
men but to land. The unanimous feeling in Bihar could be judged from 
the fact that the entire non-official elem'^iit of the Bihar Gounoil including 
the ministers solidly had voted for the proposition he had advocated. 

The House then divided and by 50 to 40 votes passed the resolution as 
amended by Mr. B. Das for bringing about the withdrawal of special laWs from 
Chota Nagpur Division, Districts of Atigul. Simbalpur and Sintil Parganas. 

Enquiry into Indian Banking. 

Mr. S. N. HAJI next moved for a commission consisting of a mgjorfty of 
Indian members with an Indian chairman to examine the position of Banking 
institutions, facilities and conditions in India and make recommendations for 
thefr improvement and expansion with particular reference to provision in 
adequate appropriate form of capital or finance necessary for the development 
pf industries and agriculture in India. Mr. Hmw ot the outset, explained 
that his resolution was more or less in identical terms with that passed by the 
Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress in Christmas 1^ at Calcutta, 
His idea was not to restrict the scope of the Commission to industrial and 
commercial spheres only. He was prepared to include co-operative bank as 
well. Want of communication between capit-il and industries of the country 
had been so remarkable that .it was drawn attention to at almost every 
Industrial Conference. Resolutions moved by Sir B. N. Mitm in 1919 in 
the Imperial Council and Prof. Kale in 1923 in the Council of State were 
praetioally agreed to by the Government, but no committee was appoint^. 
The matter was, however, raised by the External Capital Committee which 
had now strongly pleaded for an alMndIa survey into the banking oonditious 
after ascertaining the opinions of the local Government and publicists. These 
opfnlons having been received and published a few days ago, now war the 
time for instituting an inquiry. If further proof was needed for this enquiry, 
there was the report of Hilton Young Compiission which had said th^ 
recommendation regarding Reserve Bank would/ be fruitful and the super* 
strueture of the scheme 1 isting only if there was proper foundation laid for \ 
hanking tiirooghont India. But what was the position I India could boast 
of only Stfi banks, while Australia had 2,000, Canada 4,000, Japan 6,000 
and United Kingdom 9,000 and the United States 85,000. The oomher of 
enihange banks in India had increased during the last ten years frooi 
11 to 18 dealing now with 71 crores of rupees while jaIntstoA companies 
handled deposits of only 02 mores. Moreover, there was hardly apy indue* 
Mat bank worNi the name. The fodigenoos bankers had been ignoiod hf 
tfteOovmiment and the indigenoosbmilmr was Ihe one banking asset in this 

H 
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toankfi to vuto Ao basoico d tfco Bktoniol OopitJ ObfiWit Bom 
H booM tboold bo doTioed to oo-oidinte Ae aotiWtiM <d indifOBoai boakHii 

CoDdndiiigi Mr. Hiji rdtanted Aa Isngoaga of Ae naoloAm far • 
Ooa m iiafcm aonaialinc of u Indian midoritj wiA an Indian aliainnii in 
tndar Aat Aa ont>look of Aa aommiaaion mi^k be naAmal alAooi^ Ao 
OovamBapt eonU apiNdnt ezperta from EnfUnd or anjr oAor eonntiT to 
bdp Aam. 

Mr. y. K. A. ITENOABt an offioial of tho Finanaa depaitnMnb wbo 
waa the Joink Saorekarjr to khe Cnrraney Commitaion, oookad from Ae opinion 
of u ezpart wiknam before the Committee, that a Central bank waa Aa 
boat meana of eatabliabing a money market and witbont it a money markal 
eonU not be properly dereloped. Tbia waa bia reply to Aoae wbo wanted 
banking faeilitiea to preoede the Reaeire Bank. The American eriaia of 1908 
in Aia reap^ waa an oye-opener. When he waa gating from Ae oorridm 
of. the train at the lovely fielda of Franse, the Preaidant of the Cornmnafon, 
on being naked what he waa Ainking of, replied that if India would hare 
what hb Commimion waa giving them, Aeir laboura wonid he a better bmd 
to live in. The Beaerve Bank Bill introdneed recently waa Aa fight of 
Ae Commiaaion. Tbia bank wonid get into toneh wiA hanking andeo^ 
ordinate policy in regard to eontrol. The Government of India ware alao 
eoEeeting atatiatioa of variona indigenona banka in India, llie Imparial 
Bank bad had to ha given indnoement to eontinna banking faoilitiaa. ft 
wonid like to know where it atood in relation to the Beaerve ^k and Ae 
Indian taz-payar. The Government had already taken the beat oonraa in Aa 
intareat of Indb by moving for Aa eataUiabment of the l^aerva Bank whieb 
wonid help to develop Indian banking ^aoilitiea. The raaolntion of the 
mover wm thna, to borrum' Sir PnrAotbamdaa’a phraae, anggeating a moat 
nnnatnral oonraa. 

Mr. Vidyaaagar PAND7A wanted not a packed oommiaaion lika Aa 
Hiiton Toung Commiaaion wbiA had to be boycotted Iqr SonAern India 
a oommiaaion which waa eoooemed more with how Iforope wonU be banoMad. 
Ha wanted firat of all that Ae Government ahonld change ita haart in Aa 
ikattar of appointing ooramiaaiona heoanae invariably thaae have been vary 
nnaaimfaotory. Conolnding Mr. Pandya bitterly eomplainod againik Aa 
Madraa Govamnunt in giving ra^ to Ae raqneat of Ae Tndfaii Bbnk far 
being ineinded among Aa liat of approved banka for invaatmant of fnada by 
loeikl bodiaa. 

Sr BmU BLAOEBTT admitted Aa importanaa of Aa aahfaet of baAIi«, 
bnt tbaia waa already the Agrienltnral Gommfaaion aovatiiw a portba of Aa 
groond of away, ft waa impoaaiblo tor Ac Govammaak to areata 
habit in Aa peopla hot it waa growing pad if Aa habit oonld grow fuAar 
Aan Aa Govemnwnt eoold h(to* to aoaae extant in improving 
faaQMto : bat Aa Govamment of India daring Ae fawt few yaara bad not 
been UDa in Ae auttar. They had given an immanaa ftllip by war lanne to 
ina r aa a a Aa habit of iavaataMnt and after Aa war Aera hod boon laoH 
laiaad wkfah ware aobaeribad by Aa paopio, aU far pro d oat i va tarpaaaa 
aoA ae railwaya and irrigation. Moreover. Aa Govwnmant had fnaconaad 
Ao popohrity of Poafal aovb^a banka and aoA -^'-iTItliri-rn wlA Aa 
naolk that A«a had bgaa a gtoal inataaaa in banUiai kAftatotoftha 
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lood tenkm wdA tlie np^z liank. If anjthing could be done in the wngr 
of giTiog additioDcI liquidity to the reeouroec of theic jmkere nod in- 
cre^og through them the habit of depoeftiog. then TCiy oom^nhle advniMe 
might ha made. 

On the question of binking education the proposal for an Indum 
institute of bankers which had been before the country for tsro years was 
ymy neiffly an aeoomplished fact. The British Institute of Bankers had 
been giving advice and nsf^istunce in Uie matter. The Gk>vemmsnt were 
following the recommendation of the External Capital Committee in the 
matter of changes in the Negotiable Instruments Act He agreed with the 
mover that there must be an enquiry but the question was whether it should 
he by experts or by a small expert committee or by non*experts. It was 
too early at this moment to appoint an enquiry committee for the Agrieul- 
tural Commission was already engaged in the investigation of facilities for. 
agricultural banking and such like matters. It was hoped that the Bsserve 
&nk wouldf through Co-operative Banks* use its influence for advancing 
agriculturists. 

Sir Basil Blackett* oonoluding, defined the Gk>vernment*s position by 
remarking that when the Reserve Bank bad been brought into existence and 
the Linlithgow report was available, the Government would establish a 
searching enquiry into the banking facilities of India and the best means of 
improving them. He rather doubted whether the House would like to 
commit itself to the demand for a Royal Commission at this particular 
moment. 

Sir PuTshothamdas THAKURDAS congratulated Mr. Iyengar on his 
maiden speech but remarked that if Sir Basil charged Mr. Pandya of advar 
tising bis Indian Bank* Mr. Iyengar had given a little publicity to what waa 
near to the heart of the Finance Member (Laughter). Mr. Iyengar had 
innocently misquoted the Governors strong evidence about the development 
of money market. The reference was lor creating a bill market for the 
Reserve Bank. He wished the Government had done something to bring 
India into line with other countries. The present banking facilities did not 
touch the fringe of the messes of India who were served by great banking 
communities of Marwaris of Rsjputana, Shikaris of Sind and Chetties of 
South ImBa. He regretted Dr. Flyder’s wish to see these indigenous bankers 
diminish. Rather would the speaker advocate that indigenous banking be 
recognised and healthy check provided over it by giving these bankers 
facilities so that they charged 7 per cent The Finance Member need not 
wait for either the report of the Linlithgow Commission or the Reserve Bank 
Scheme to initiate enquiry for this purpose. 

Further diseusaioo was then adjourned and the Hoose rose. 

The Steel Protection Bill. 

On the UTH FEBRHART Sir Charles INNfiS formally moved the ecm« 
ridemtion of the Steel Bill as amended by the Select Committee. Ha had 
kept hk proBsiae of letttng the Select Committee discuss the whole Bill in its 

She OoBHneiee Member repeated the assurance on the floor of the 
Bosna wUeh he had given to Mr.' Jinnah in the Select Committee regaining 
tiM points amifltaed in Mr. Jinnab’s minute attsehed to the report leimdihg 

weflsna and heavy rails. 
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Mr. Jrnnnadas MEHTA moved recommittal of the WU to a Seleet Com* 
mittee. He eaid that the majority report of the Select Cbmmittee was really 
a mitiority report* (Voice: Question) because the speaker was held up at 
the Itiilway Standi tig Finance Committee. The Select Committee liad failed 
to take notice of the emphatic opinion of this house afrainst imperial 
preference. It was true that there was impariii} preforenoe all round. Ocu* 
pants of Ibhe benches opposite woijld not bo there but for this preference 
(lauffhter) and India was beirifr used ns a tool to enslave all countries of the 
world. This preference was without the consent of the legislature. They 
could not willingly be a party to this preference. The Tariff Board’s proposal* 
ha mahitamed, was not a sound economic proposition nor did it give 
adequate protection to the iitdustry. The recommendation, moreover, 
according to his reading of the report, was based on most speculative 
plant and would for the drst four years be a precarious one. The Tata 
Company would not be a paying proposition. This policy of just keeping 
above water was against the policy of generous handling which would bring 
about internal competition. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta’s third atid conclusive objection was that the Tariff 
Board had gone outside its scope in suggesting duty on continental steel 
which two-thirds of hidia used which Tatas did not ull compete with. 
Thus without tivo Tntns benelittiiig ly n inpcc users cl 0 = iitinental steel would 
pay forty lakhs of extra cost merely to benefit British steel. The Bill was, 
therefore, fruipicfous enough to be sent back to the Select Committee. Ha 
iMvooated the adoption of a scheme of basic duty arid bounty which 
would equally be effective but cheaper and less burdensome. They 
would under his proposal save the consumer 40 lakhs of rupees by paying 
85 lakhs in respect of bounties. This principle of supplementary bounties 
was proposed deliberately by the Tariff Board themselves. Foreign import 
of steel was seveh lakhs of tons a year, the Tata's produce being five 
lakhs of tons a year. The Government would get 66 lakhs extra-revenue 
from imported steel out of which 24 lakhs bounties could be paid easily. 
On the other hand, merely to benefit British steel and raise additional 
revenue, the Government would impose 40 lakhs burden on the oonsumer 
^ and also pocket 60 lakhs return from the proposed^ duty. Why inoreiMe 
by 105 lakhs the Government revenue when production to the Tatei 
oould be more cheaply given by the system of bounty. He read tele- 
grams and resolutions from some parts of the country and fronii inde- 
pendent sources oontesting the Tariff Board’s contention against the 
reliability of continental steel and aflSrming that exclusion of continental steel 
would adverselp-affect the consumer and petty trade and partfoularly referred 
to the opinion of Mr. Dogrej that continental steel was reliable and cheapen 

Mr.^Shanmukham CHETTI acknowledged the help of the Oommeroe 
Member in supplying material facts and figures. He said the policy hitherto 
pursued bed been justified by results. No less than 300 lakhs had been 
puidiu til* iorm of bounty done. Tim* had com* to taka * oompiebeniv* 
wkm of the dtnation. He maiiitaiiied that all the uzaltemati'rea4ir 
auaud by the Tariff Board aaiorrd adequate prateetion and tba diff^rana* 
lay only in the iEeidecoa of burden proposed by Torioua e^mae. If th* 
Bewd'a iehema waa not Inperinl preferenc^ why did tba Board po out «i 
ita way to r*bnt-4t. Hia knawledga of fooling oz i^ ewd atthobqita 
FulitiMiitwy Confamio* is Amtialia oonyinead him that tha laoal pAv 
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of neither Austrelia nor any other dominion was based on Empire* The 
difference between his scheme and the Government’s was that while the 
former would protect Indian steel against all foreign competitors, the latter 
gave protection iilio to British s^^eel aR?»in«t continental^ steel. It was no 
use trying to tell the House that Imperial prcfiTonoe was not proposed 
as it had been deliberately provided 4hat under no circumstances for the 
next seven years was duty on British sto<d to be greater than the duty 
imposed on continental steel. Supposing the p''R’'t?oi! reversed ar!d the con- 
tinental steel became costly, then this vould leave no nUernative to cover 
that development. This was definitely British prof«*rence policy. Mr. Clietti 
finally declared that though he had held that the policy of weighted average 
proposed by the minority was the best, Mr. Jumnad is Mehta had made 
out a splendid case for reconsideration by the Select Committee. He bad 
DO doubt that the steel industry would develop into .a groat n.ational asset. 

Mr. Arthur MOORE supported the motion for rocommitbil of the 
Bill to a Steel Committee. Ho regarded the Tataa as an insurance 
against war and must be protected. It was significant that in South 
Africa the Steel Bill was in charge of the Defence Minister. They 
wanted to protect but also wanted to know the cost of protection. He 
was surprised that every time the Tariff Board reported it recommended a 
new scheme. In 1924, they proposed a system of weighted average and in 
1925 a bounty scheme. The speaker favoured keeping on to the bounty 
scheme or going back to 1924 system of weighted average. He was surpnsed 
that the Tariff Board should have argued that eonsidoratioiis of public safety 
required the exclusion of soft steel. This was the business of engineers and 
customers and not of the Tariff Board or of the Government. Such argu- 
ments should not be used in a scientific examination of the lubjt'Ct. If the 
Tariff Board consisting of Indian personnel hnd recommended imperial 
preference, he would have welcomed it : but they were told that it was a 
question of cold economics. Hod any consideration boon paid to the 
growing stability of the mark and the franc and other continental currencies t 
When the customs authority imposed duty on the basis of the country of 
origin, it was prefereuee, not protection. (Hear; hear). '*We cannot 
surreptitiously do this. I am convinced that India and Great Britain, 
at any rate India and Lancashire, can ultimately come to an agreement against 
unfair foreign competition. For the sake of this puny and equivocal proposal, 
let ,us not interfere with that prospect. I would ask the Government to bo 
mindful of the future and think of the issue before us to-day in that light.” 

Mr. G. D. BIBLA congratulated Sir Charles Innes In being able to 
capture the leader of the Independent Party in this matter. England also 
manufactured non-standaid steel and yet that product, because ft was British, 
waa reoommended for a lower duly. On continental non-standard steoL 
the consumer was compelled to pay a larger price. Thus, even on eoooomio 
grounds, the Bill was very unaatisfaetoiy. Semi-finished eontinental artMoo 
had alr^y to be used by Britishers and Sir Cbsries Innas, in a odo 
supplied to the Select Committee, bad admitted the danger and that rfjeo* 
tions had found an outlet in preferential markets of the United Kfngdm 
B|y India one of such marlmts, they would make Britishers dompb 

Sir Charles INNES was applauded by official benches as he roee to 
reply. He leidthet the issue resl^wai whether the BIB should be eentheok 
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to ft 8d«ct ComiDittee. Mr. CbtMI’s mintoa wai tempftratof bnfttlMlol 
Hr. Jftmoftdftt* exuberftnt. The reftton wfti ttoA the letter wee not preient 
ftt the Committee'e meeting. Both Mr. CbetH and Mr. Birle were not 
endmiiftetlo about Mr. Jamnadee'e propoial. When Mr. Chetti’a amendment 
came before the Hoate» they could diiouM it on merite in the light of 
oriterion laid down by the House that a scheme of protection should be 
oonslstent With the well-being of India. Touching Mr. Jamiiadas's argu- 
ments* the Commerce Memtor admitted that the Board’s scheme was specn- 
latiye ; but it bad to be so in siew of the fact that it had to take a long 
seren years’ yiew of the situation so that fresh capital may be attracted into 
the industry. The Tariff Board was a highly erpert body and the estimates 
produced by its eight months’ enquiry were the best that could be had and 
Mr. Jamnadasi even though he calls them speculative* bad used them. As 
lor the precarious position of the Tatas* the Board bad made a greater 
examination than Mr. Jamnadas, 

Proceeding, Sir Charles Innes explained that when bounty was given 
to the Tatas for two years* it was to save that company. It was given to 
only one company now. However* they were trying to work out not for 
two years* but for seven years and therefore bounties would be an unknown 
liability while the source of income to pay for bounty would certainly go on 
drying up. Secondly* there would be definite discouragement to fresh 
capital coming into the industry under the scheme of bounties. Then again 
Mr. Jamnadas proposed excessive protection of five rupees per ton while* 
under the Tariff Board’s scheme, the Tatas could vary their production 
according to the requirements of the market 

Concluding* Sir Charles Innes put it to the House whether it was not 
impossible for fourteen to fifteen amateurs now to sit down and try to work 
out details of the bounty scheme. They would have to refer the matter back 
to the Tariff Board who would raise numerous otdcctions and if the Govern- 
ment proceeded with Mr. Jamnadas’s scheme it would have no expert autho- 
rity behind it. Then again* the state of business was congested and there 
would be confusion if they were found on the filet March to be without 
legislation to follow that already on the Statute Book. *' We have as the 
B^e is aware done our best to make effective the policy of protection of 
this industry. 1 would urge the House to be most careful to voting for a 
proposal which gravely imperils the future of the industry.” 

Further discussion was then a4jouroed till Wednesday the 16th February. 

Indian Registration Act Amendment. 

Next-day* the 16TH FEBRUABY. the House met to transact non- 
offieial busing Alter questions Mr. C. Duraiswami Iyengar moved that 
the Bill furaer to amend the Indian Registration Act 1908 be referred 
to a Select Committee with instyuotioos to report on or before the 1st 
Mareh 1997. 

Mr. Dimnett pointed out oertafn legal and administrative difficulties 
wUeh will aiise If toe principle of the Iffill was accepted. 

Sir Had Singh Goar moved toe eiroulation of the Bill to elicit opinion 
to which toe House agreed. 

Ind’an Succession Act Amendment 

Maulvi Mahomed Takub next moved that the Indian Sucoemioo Act 
Atotn dm en t BiU be rofnrred to a Select Committee. The ob{ect of the 
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BOl k to provide wbtfcher Mftiflotte m be ftpplM for or gnalad lo liipirt 
poitioD of o debt It b intended to give eflhet to the CUoQtU High Cmiiro 
view. 

CBr Alezinder Moddimon. in moving ior oiroolatioo of the BiU to eUek 
opinloni eiid thb wae not an argent matter. There were oonflioting deehioai 
mhbh moet be given farther time for oonsideration by the pablie. 

Mr. Teqab agreed to the oircalation whioh wm agreed by the Hoaao. 

Sooietiee Begietration Aot 

Mr. Kelkar moved for the leoond reading of the Bill amending the Soefo- 
tiee Begietration Aot with a view to include political bodiee and aieooiatioiie. 

Mr. Kelkar paid a compliment to the aaefalneee of the Act and inetanoed 
ito narrow operation by pointing oat that the Servant! of India Society woe 
refnaed regiatration not in one but in two province!. If Mr. Ookhale had 
itarted a aooiety of domeatio aervauta and training for governeaaea. the eoeie^ 
wovU have been admiaaible for regiatration, but beoauae Gtokhale wanted tte 
aooiety to train a future governor (laughter) it ould not be registered. 

Dr. Oour, while agreeing with the oljeot of the Bill, found aome teohafeal 
flaw, cauaed by the ambiguity of the ezpreaaion public utility " and moved 
for a Select Committee. 

The Home Member aaaured he waa very anzioua for diaaemination ol 
political education and deaired to help the aocietiea to do that The 
oMeof of the Bill, however, be thought, waa to help miaaionary bodlaa 
like the Servant! of India and otbera to have a corporate exiatenee to hold 
property and have other advantage! of incorporation. Tbia, he thooghh 
dould aeeured even now under the Indian Oompaniea Aot 1913. Had thb 
been tried 1 be asked. 

Pandit Hirdaynatb Eunaru aaid they had not regiatered the Servintll ol 
Indb Society under the Compaiiiea Act, but it waa regbtered under the 
Charitable SMietiea Act. The Home Member agreed to the principle of the 
Bill. Mr. Kelkar ezpreaaed bis inability to diapel Dr. Gour'a dense Ignoraneeb 
No aelf*reapeotiDg political body would get itself registered under the Oonr 
paoiea Aot 

The Home Member, replying, said that he waa surprised that aiqr dor 
should be held to attach to registration under the Companies Act The 
Eurbpeip Association and the Religious Catholic Association of Sooth Indie 
were, for instance, registered under the Companies Act and they weie 
reepeetable bodies. Mr. Kelkar*s speech had only confirmed his view 
that instead of looking to the antiquiited Societies Registration Aet, 
the better alternative was to register under the Companies Aot. He would 
noti however, oppose the Bill but if he was told by legal advisers that the 
pioviaions of the Bill were unnecessary he would take up a different attitnde 
in the revising chamber. 

Dr. Goar’s motioi* for a Select Committee was defeated and the motion 
for second reading was agreed to. When clause 2 was put to vote, Mr. 
Srinivesi Iyengar expressed his opinion that political assoeialiooc end 
ioriitiea could not be registered under the Companies Aot, that they 
would prefer a eompendious provtsioii of the Sooietiee Aot to tbo ela h o ta ti 
Bsaehineiy of the Companlee Aet. A limited eompany most have e eheio ' 
e^Mtel whkk these assooiationi could not be expeoted to have. Moreovm* 
theie would be eompliestioo in their having te eobmit noeonnli eodkifini 
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them inparTt^ Penonallji the speaker was opposed to any pditioal 
association being registered under the present system of Government bat 
those who wanted to be registered shonld be permitted by law. 

Mr. Eellmr’s Bill was then passed without amendment This is the 
first non*offioial Bill to be pass^ by the third Assembly and that without 
dissent 

Land Acquisition Act Amendment 

Mr. Eelkar also moved for the eireulation of the Bill amending Land 
Aequisition Act 1894. It was intended* he said, to minimise iniquity and 
eonsequent discontent which marked the operation of the Land Acquisition 
Act. He wanted the Assembly merely to bless the measure so that opinions 
of interested persons and public bodies might be ascertained. 

The motion for circulation was carried* 

Criminal Law Amendment Act 

Sir Hari Singh Oour moved the consideration of his bill to amend 
and repeal the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908. He recalled the 
history of the case. It was Mr. Patel now in the chair who first un- 
suecessfolly moved the old Imperial Council and was followed by Mr. Sastrl 
ill tbe Council of State in 1921. Sir William Vincent, then in accepting* the 
motioni stated that by that Government prestige would enhance and not go 
down. This, Sir William added, was the effective reply to the critics that 
the Beforms were sham. He hoped that the present Home Member 
would reciprocate those feelings. The Bepressive Laws Committee’s 
report was then accepted by the Government en bloc but effect wm 
not given to them fully. Both Mr. Patel and the mover brought forward 
motions repealing the Bills which, though passed by this House, were re- 
jected by the Upper Chamber but they were not daunted and he had come 
to the new Assembly to make it express its view on the snljeot Any local 
Government oould declare any association unlawful and there was no judioial 
cheek and a person who was a member of that association would be simply 
handcuffed and sentenced. '* What country, 1 ask, suboidinatea its judiciary 
to the Executive in the manner it is done by part 2 of the Criminal Law 
Abendment Act of 1908t” His bill was a diluted measure. It did not 
proposed total repeal and met all reasonable otnectious of tbe Government 
It gave the right of appeal to persons convicted under this special law. It did 
not modify the executive powers relating to non-British subjects and merely 
extended protection of the Habeas Corpus Act to British sulgects. 

After a few members had spoken the House adiourned. 

*Tlae Steel Protection Bill. 

Best-day, tbe ICTH FBBBUAfiT, afler iaterpellatloiif, the idjonnied debate on 
tbs fiteel Bill was rreosMd. Mr. JiBBaH who spoke first referred to Mr. Btrla's 
remarks on Monday and said he woald not take notice of then. Tbe qoeetloa bemre them 
was It really, as alleged by Mr. Jamnadae Mehta and Sbanmakbam Obetti, tbe BiU 
waa laipsrial preieieaoe. If It was and It It was agalast tbs Interests of India, tbs speaker 
wonM be tbs first ta oppose it; but It was net Imperial prafsrenes. To bis mind, 
tmimrlal pieterenes wna Imposition el unfairly lower dutiee oa Britieh areal ao aa la 
ied% Britleb prioet la ladta. Here it was nothing of tbs kind. Mr. Jinnnb then 
read tbs report of tbe Joint Oemmfttss of Barllamsnt on tbs OofsmsMnl si Indln BUI 
nnd tbo eonditions laid down Isc tba iseal palley of India by that body wkisb had 
aaid timl no oelwma el taiperlal pnfemei oi^ht to be adopted whieb bm net behind M 
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Mm wuMom tiM l^tolalafs. Tliii^ tiM ipeate Iboukl^ migkl lo bt Mtd» «i«iW 
bgr Ibt OttvtniflMBt Coatlaaing, Vr. Jlniuib rtlamd lo Hi. IMlol orUtaiMi Ihollbi 
iMMOfO WM opoonloliTo in its londenoj nad ramnrkid Ihnl ofoff bjMlMlftil pm* 
poiitioB WM Moh. Wm not ICr. JnmnndM Xohtn*i MwndMonl MifiMBg bonaiinan 
oqonlty ipeoalntifo propotttion r The trnth wm tbnt tbef nio ombomiiid M il MifidM 
of Brilifh imperiel preference. He would pro?e Ihnl Ihe Malted prelmMOi lo BrHhdi 
eteol WM in the intereite of the Inditn ooninaer. Briiiah iteel wm bow ofnllnblo 
in Indin nt Be. ISO n ton m ngninet Ba.^ Ill, the prioe of oonlinonlnl eloeL fiM 
Intler wm doe to flaetnntioni in exohnnge nnd aeteie dumping in Indln. TbnlWM 
nnfnir. If thqr did not impoae ndditionnl dnty on Britiah ateel it wm bM lor tnfOBf* 
teg Britiah mnnefnctorea but intended lo mm Indin. If Ihej tmpoaad henelerdnlloi 
on Britiah ateel, Britiah ateel prioea in Indin would be aold nl highor prioai whlcdi 
the Indinn oonanmer bed to i^y. Tbnt woold menn Ba. 48 Inhha. Moroofer, Ite 
ThtM themaeleea who wanted protection only to ateel nt IS woold forther iniM Iheir piteo 
to the detriment of India, but m aoon m contitental diaadeantagea dlMppeniid nddllioBnl 
dnliee on eontinental manofaetorea woold be withdrawn. If Ihiaie tho teleieal of 
India, Mid Hr. Jionah, are yoo going to oppoae it merely beMOM Ihia ia piolaiiBii for 
the Britiah f 

Pandit Motilnl ; Yea. It ia the thio end of the wedge. 

Mr. Jinnnh : I will ha^e eren the thin end of the wedge if it ia in mj telONM* 
If it ia to oppoae even when in the economic intereat of India, then I atnnd ban nIoBi 
to aopport the aofaeme and you go into the other lobby. 

Continuing, Mr. Jionah aaid hia iirat point wm that 90 per eent of the ooBtlaiatel 
ateel that came into India wm non-atandard and he quoted ilgarea lo proie It ThM 
on the principle of difler.>nt qualities they woold he joatifled in impoaing dtffeiOBlial 
dntiea. Secondly, would they not impoie doty if it wm the com of domping and 
nnteir oompetitionf The fignrea showed that continental ateel whioh wm dnaptag 
had doobled within the iMt four yara. Continuing, Hr. Jinnah Mid Iho boolgr 
aaoheme wm condemned beMnae with the growth of indoatry imports would deoNOBB 
and with it proteotife revenue would decrease while hountiM would inermaa. fll Ihte 
atage Hr. Jinnah waa reminded by the Chair that he had already taken an boor and 
a half and at this rate if docen other membera spoke there wm no ehanaa of Iba 
Btedl Bill being pMaed by the Slat March.) Hr. Jinnah esplateed the paonliar paoU 
tion in which he wm, for he had to defend the poiition taken by him agaiaiM a 
maiority of non-official opinion expreaaed against the Tariff BMrd*a propOMl. A greal 
deal of miMpprehenaion on the anbject had to be removed, fle agreed that Bir Ohariaa 
InnM should make it clear that there was no question of imperial preference at all and 
that the differences between the two scales were due to differences in quality and a 
desire to secure minimum protection with the minimum burden on the consumer. Svery 
protection most bring aciditional revenue and it moat go into the Government poeketi. 
Where else would it go ? He did not want to impute motives but Mr. Birla*a objeetiotta 
ahowed to the speaker that the cry waa for the middleman's profit wbloh would ba 
circumscribed under the Tariff Board's scheme. Rfcommittal would produce no rcenll m 
the Oovemment could never act without referring the matter back to the Tariff BMfd 
it any other scheme was to be adopted. In any case, the House was to decide and instead 
of wMting time let them decide between the three schemes before them becaoM even if 
the Select Committee made Mr. Cbetti come with a majority, Bir Charles Inoea would eoBM 
up with hia amendments. 

Pandit Motilal NEHRU said that be would confine his remarks to that pari of Mf. 
Jtnnah's speech which related to the question of imperial preference. He Mid ; ** If it ia 
true that the scheme of the bill involves the principle of imperial preference or of Urn 
principle of conceding preference to Britain, then 1 may My here and at oncalbal 
whatever the developments of the bill, whatever the boon to the Tatas, I have abaolnialy 
no sympathy with the bill. So long as Britain is favonred against any other eoontry ac 
Ihe world, I say it is preference. Now it is only a onestion of Britain being antillad 
lo better terms on account of supply of better goods, but what would happen wbaa aka 
sends out cheaper goods f By this process rite would exclude other countrlea from TndiaiB 
marlwts. Ia not this the thin end of the wedge f‘* He bad no faith in the OoveroiMat 
atatement. that the bill did not amount to imperial preference. He wm m b rali B 
greal diabeliever of aaenranoes from official benches. Ha agreed that additleiiBl duHaf 
were imposed with a view to protect the TatM. but the Mil also imposed a dfaerfmiaatliH 
duly on continental goods In the intereks of Great Britain alone. He Inatanced the aaiB| 
of Madnw and Rangoon whei-e the Tatas* goods bad not reached and would BOt jagM 
lor a long time to come where under thia Mil British geoda alooa were to baMil. Tkia^ 
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fM Ibt %ai wmU apmli al IfMt te mm grtit porli «C Mil ii 
gMMSQd wmM haf« solhlaf lo do with Ibo protcetion of Ibo 
prtaofpio hi Imporiol piofenaot or of proforenoe to Britota 
mpOMil^lo to got rM of It Bo. Iborofofo^ loggeited that tbo biU bo 
Btlool Comnittio for ooaokioiBtioB. 



BIr B, B. MITBA mpbatioally doelarod that tbo Hooio wat not belag adkid 
lo toto os Imperial moferesoo. They hod iiiaefont dou before them to oomo to 
a dedsAo deelfUm. Hlo foply to Pasdft Motilal Nfhro «rai that the Totao woaU baoo 
gradoal aoeem to the parte where sow they did not eompeto with continental otool- Bir 
Cbarleo Innee bad not ottered a threat ; bot baring a apecial intereet In tbo ladoatiy, 
tbo Oommeroe Member had epokea the laagnage of a plaint The epeaker bad riaited 
JiBMhedpiir and bad not found labonrora ao well looked after in any other indnatrlal 
oofitreo ao at Jamabedpar. Ho warnod the Hoooo againat any action which would break 
ap tbia happy colony. 


Mr. J08HI aald Ur. Jinnab bad thoadoTod for long. There wu in it more mpd 
aad fary than argnmento and the doat raiaed bad clouded the iaaue. He oppooed tbo Bill 
ao bo did aot want the Qoremment of India to hare any financial benefit out of^ho 
aoboino of protectinn. He urged the natlonaliaation of the indoatry or failing t^ 
paymont of a bounty from increaard ineome-tas ; but the Houae waa not demoeratio enough 
to rntertafn them. He would baat of all bare preferred a acheme of combination of 
dntiaa and hnontiee. Labour at Jamabedpar waa not aa bappy aa Bir B. N. Ultra had 
painted it Honaing conditiona ware atill backward. He waa for recommittal. 


Ur. U B. JATAKAB oonfeaaed that the Bill waa not imperial preferenoe te 
Iba aenae that the eame quality of Britieb eteel aa the continental wae preferred ; bat 
tbofo were two or three elements which gave away Mr. Jinnab'a case. For initanoe. tha 
fbriff Board bad taken It for granted that Britiab eteel prices were unalterable, wbilu 
oontfn^ntal nrieee were always alterable. By what prooees of sifting of evidence, tbIa 
oonoloeien was arrived at be could not say. Then there wae cheap mild eteel wbieh waa 
BUI Mpplied by the Tatar and itill even that commodity wai eubjected to thie impoeition. 
1 b other words, they raid to the oontumer :— ** If yon want continental eteel yon shall 

C y a higher price.** Continuing, Ur. Jayabar averred that thii diotnm wae not only penalii- 
r tbs Indian oonenmer, but wae also strangling many an infant industry depe^iug for 
Its raw materia] on the continent. Proeeeding, Mr. Jayakar referred to Mr. Purin*i 
Interview to a Bombay paner where he made no leoret of the fact that thie Bill was 
nothing short of imperial preferenoe. Mr. Perin, eaid Mr. Jayakar, wae a great enginaer 
of ondonbted obilify and esperienoe aad hie espcrt view could not be mbutted avaa by 
the onpoeftinn henehen. 

Pree^^edlng, Mr. Javekar mid that be could onderetand the people asking for 
Imperial pn fereno** in Rmpire intereet ; but then it wae a cam of ** Heade yon win 
and tails we lose.** The Empire bordene were shoved on India's head, bot privileges ware 
denied. It wae for reap^ctful members of the Rmpire to put forward thie plea aad aol 
ror India. Mr Jayakar ooneloded with a reference to the numeroui telegrams aad 
fepeeeentatione from affected merohantt and eoneureere to the Commerce Deparmeat of 
tke Government of India protesting against this unfair prefeirnoe shown to Britiah goods 
lo tbo dstrimont of Indian consnmeri. 


Motion For Roeommittal Lost 

Tt WM now 4 o Vinok and tbo Hotiso accepted closure of the deboto and 
dividing Bin Mr. Jitnnadas Mehta's motion to recommit the Bill to n Soloob 
Oommittoo rejected the motion by 61 votes against 50 amidst official ppplauio. 


Bin Taken into Consideration. 

The House then took tha Bill as reported by the Select Committee into 
eoiiifderation. 

^ Mr. Bhanmubham CfIRTTf now moved his amendment and nplled very briefly lo Ihi 
iBofW points hv Mr, Jtnnah, Re said the seheme propounded in the minority foport WM a 
. Mj^ifled sveiem of proteotlon and whatever disail vantage there was in it^ It was mom ttnn 
\ pinter.hatnnood by tha lower qaality of continental steel. They mast nrmaga Ibair 
imiM in each a way aa net te peualier tba eoneumer of condneatal sted. Under Ike 
v||hirity sebesm oonsnmera of eeatinsatal atari would bo aader Adifitiact adfaatafli, 
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wt leettiag i> ffiw yoteettoa agllo ladto tlwl M It BritWi 

MrCterlftllVIlVS, hifBpijiBf MMtlloClhtOmranmiliMMht wii Ml MUag 
M Hmm 10 Moepi o gfoml mIimm oI toperkil pnforoMO aor anjlbnif vlileb mm 
•iiiMl Iho oocmomio internt of India ; bat b« waa only aidiiiig tba Honan to aooapt Iba 
ftoomoMndation of (he Tariff Boarrii whM the CkiYeruaieni waa oonYlaoad waa in Ibo 
bill intawi U of Imiia. He law the foree of Uia argoment (bat thia wonid be diaorieiinali 
pmaelioB ; bnl there wonid be no aeriooa dittonlty in making diacriainatieii. Tbta wonid 
gifi ladiaa aieal adequate proteeiion and bdp (be eoenoaio well-being of Intila. Pmoaed* 
tag, 8ir Obarlei Innea mM the AaaeBiblj would nnneoeaiarily hamper tbe defelopaaat of 
fadaHriei tt they aaa e eeawrily railed the falaa of etandard aieet. India did ant iatrta^ 
la OBJ way Ihe amat fafonred aationa treatment if abe ihowed prefereaoe to Britiab etotl 
bal ooeliaeatal eleal waa non-otandard aleel aad wai not lafe to be need on bridgea. 
naeapling tba iMt that tbe Hoeemment aobeme made differentiation at regarda the oflgla 
of Btodaea^ Ibaaa wan no ether objeotion. He pointed oat that by lowering the doty aa 
BAA aM. Am would not bring one liagle ton. of Briiiib ateel more than at picaaal. 
Oa lha mbar baa^they wonid be indiieotly miooaraging eontinental ateel to oonm la at 
a towiar lala Tbe Ooeemmeat aeheme waa more favourable to anoonrag^ag tbe l^laa^ 
tadiatrjr and mova favonrable to tbe eonanoMr than the aobeme propoaad by M ^ Obaltl. 
ibrihar dIaoaaaiOB waa adionraod till Friday the 18th Fabrury. 


The Railway Budget— IStfi Februaiy 1927. 

Oo thia day Sir Gharlee Innas proaonted the third Railway hudgot under 
the aoheiae of separation of Railway badget Thia waa also hia last bodgei 
He had the ear of the Houae for half an hour aa he sommed op his tale endfag 
with a feeling of aober optimism that estimates for the next year may aol 
be again belied by oiroomstanoes beyond human control and that the course 
of events may be more even. He was applauded by all sides when he 
resumed his seat 

The following is the speech of Sir Charles Inoesi the Railway Member^ fo 
introducing the Railway Badget of the Government of India for 1937-98 
I rise to preient tbe Railway Budget for 19S7-8S and I oonfem that I do so with 
a eartain sense of embarrawment. For, after having made one farewell apaach oa tba 
Bailway Budget, it ia awkward to bavf to make another. 1 oan only piend tbal my 
piadioamant is not one of my own seeking, and for that reason I feel that 1 oan claim 
tba sympathy of the Hooee, 

S. As mnsl, the Bodget wbieb 1 sm prcMSting is net SMrsly • dspsrtsisMsl 
OBStpilMiOD. la prepsriag it ws bsts bad tbe sisistsnae of tbe Btsadiiig TinsaM CsM* 
asittee for Bailwsjs, we wets baadioapped this year by the fast that tbe H ta ndia g 
nauM Caaaiaittaa for Bailwaya aataially weat oat of eaiotoBet wbea tbo last AassMblP 
etas diasolaadi sad that this Hooaa waa aot able to oleet o aow oao oatll Joaaaiy SM 
loot. Tbaa, wo wore aot aUa to spread tba osamiaatioa of the Agates om a period tt 
saaaml waabs as was tba ease last year. Bat wbea tbe Commtttae wee eoaitHated, Mr. 
BHSoae hat ao tliaa ia plaeiag the Badget before it, aad f aadfrataad tM at y aA da r - 
■Ua aaeriioa el penoaal eoateaieaee aad by diat of asaeb batd work, for whM « owe 
' BgrotolBltbaa^theCommittoewaoabloto taako a eery tberoH^ esMlaytoa af 
tbo fidpb fa tbo Bodget papers wbieb wlU Aoitly be eirealeteii, Hoe. Ifeabm wlU 
Bad aoMokaagee wbieb I hope they will appieeiate. fa tbe Arrt pleas, -a bay pia> 
Miad tta etatoMBt of railway tseaaaa aad aapoditon ia foo'MpkMtaadMoafoaa 
genB, Vs baaamda this ebangabawaaaia tba Badget debates of last war then wm 


im VsbaaemdaaiadMnMbaeaaaa iatbaBddgat debates of last /car then wm 
mm «— that tba dgona aoald act ka atadlad withoot aa aadoa atralB oa tks 
MSA laooSlj.afeataiaatthaBadgetpapcta this year is M pwrMea ol eMajM 
^g— -1 We base appsoded to & aaplaaauty MBWiaadan a Mlway awp af fadto 
wAMwIUaMblatba^riUmbaiatosaeat a glaoea what ow Maaa wa lysaM J| 
asoatraak aad wbot aaw Iteea wa propoas toaartrsy. IMiatbapfak bMtowinJi 
ImdaMehawpolaubBaUwayijafoMshowMeuetly to*.** 


Iwtr wa haps ta'daoriap tba tfmim. fa addfUeo, om bMk y 
gj MBtwn wHatarMtlcBMta.tkagaagaot each ‘oJ^SL^a^ 

Us |M|Mi vs by tt ■Ohs la aaab al Ma asttijraaiA OwsbjMttlSMMiS 
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i MMibm VMuUlj to f Mp wbftt o«r pragnmoM it for the 
dofolopoMBt of the Inilftft Btilwoj ejetea tad to tee whether we htte mtde prorlriM 
for portlOBlor new linet ia which thej aiaj be iaterected. 

At thit Attemblj it t aew Aeteablj tome Hoa. Memberi aity aot be tware of Che 
maotioe we htire titobliihed ia the latt two yean. It it the eaitom now for Hoa, Mem* 
bore, when tb^f give notice of motions for sedoctiont, to add a few words to indicate 
the aatart of the tabject they with to bring ap for ditcottioa. Tbit prooedaie It of 
ffiat attittaaot to the Uoate geaerally and to Government Members in partioolaTy and 
1 thoald bO very gratefal if it coold be repeated thit year. 

A FoU baplaaationt of the flgaret in the fiodget are given in the Budget Memo- 
laadnm, ia the explanatious atucbed to each of the demands for grants and in the pink 
books for individual railways. Following my oiuai custom, therefore, I propote to 
coniine myself to a brief review of the more important figures, and to tome acoonat cd 
tbt move important aciivitiet of the Bailwty Board and tbs Bailway Admioistratioat. 


Financial Results of 19I6-S6. 

4. 1 need not spend time over the netnais of 19g6-26. It was a good year for Rail- 
ways though not as good as 1924-26. la my Budget speech lest year, I told the House 
that we expected to have a net sorplos (that is, the gain from commercial lines minus 
the loss on ttmtegfas lines) of 877 lakbs, and that we expected that we should transfer 
682 lakhs to General Bevenoee and 846 lakhs to Railway BLservts. Actually, we did a 
lUtle better than we anticipated. 1 will not go into the figures in detail, for they sre 
given ia Administtstion Report for 1925-1.6. But in the result nc irunsfei red 549 lakbs 
to General Bevenaes and our Reserves beoeiitted to the extent of 379 lakhs. The return 
on Bodget linee in 1926-26 was 6*31 per cent., and if this figure is not (juite so good as 
in the exorptionally prosperous year of 1924-23, when the return was as high as 6‘86 
per oent., it is better than auy of the other post-war years and better than it was in 
1918-14. 


Revised Estimate for 1926-27. 

6. 1 am sorry to say that 1 cannot give as favourable an account of the piobablo 
financial results of the current year. We budgeted on commercial lines for gross receipts 
amounting to 102*58 oiores and gross rxpendituie, including intucst ciiarget, of 93 13 
croren That is^ we counted on a gain from conimcrcial lints of 10*15 crore^ and dcriuct- 
Ing an anticipated loet on strategic lines of 174 lakbs, on a net 6UI plus of Gs. 371 lakbs. 
On the bssis of these figures, we expected not merely to be able to pay our net contri- 
bntion of 601 lakhs to General 1> .‘venues but also to tiansfir 370 iaLi.s to out ewn 
Reserves. But we now know that our budget figuics are not likely to bi rfaiised. We 
now estimate that our gross receipts will be 98*31 cioics or i ritvi oiif- four'll croies less 
than our budget esiiiuate, and that our total cLa.ges will be 90 crMcs, or 157 lakhs 
less than our estimate and that the gain fiem cumni -icial liuf> wiii Ih; 775 loklih insti ad 
of 10*46 crores. The loss on staugic lines is new put at l»t laUlu^ . cf 171 lakhs, 
'*Mid the final result is that we now expt‘ct a net suip.us of 334 lakhs inbti ^.d il 871 laUhs. 
The net contribution payable under the Convent ii ii to Geneia! Ucvt^nucb is, a^ 1 have 
said, 601 lakbs. W’'e expect, therefore, to have to draw cu our U^seivcb to she extent of 
7 lambs $0 enable us to pay dues to Qencinl Kcvcuue. Ab t.nuic 1 ol the Co Lvintion 
ehovrs, that is the primary purpose for which tiic Uebcrv.v « xist. i 

6. These figures are disappointing, but I conUbs that 1 a tibiloFophcal view* 
of them. It aeoms at first sight a serious matter lh.at we should have to eut 1 and one- 
lonrtb crores off our budget estimate of gross receipts, but railway earnings depend so 
largely on factors outside railway, or rather 1 should say buznan, control that we can 
never be jpre that our bndgit estimates of gross receipts will not bt; falsified by the 
coprse of tne season and the state of trade. And this is wnat has happened in the 
ennant year. Up to the end of July, in spite of reductioi s in passenger fares and coal 
freigbta, we were ahead of the earnings of last year. The mousoon semed promising, and 
wa bid hopea of a really good year. The prospeou took a turn for the worse, and now 
wc axpeck our eaminga from goods traffic to be worse than our estimate by 2 and half 
orcfsa and our carnlaga from passenger traffic to bo worse by nearly 1 and half croreiL 
Two Railways, the Eastern Bengal and Asram Bengal Potilways, have done better than 
ma expected. The explaiMition is that they sorve areas which have been favoured by an 
exceptionally abondant into crop and a good tea crop. For the reet, the failure of grom 
aarmnga to come to oar expcctatloni it common to all liailways. Ae usual, wc have 
•■ffiered much from floods They afft'Ctcd the Bcngal-Nagpur liailwaj, the Great Indian 
rillnenli Railway and the Bombay Baioda and Ccuual India Railway, bat tb^ wm 
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dl « Mtf 0 iw te BanM. Tlw ntlii Um oC Ito B«rM B«U«njt wu m 
fawidhid UalcoBi «OT io> t toM emld not be nelored for iOfml wooki wllb Iho liMlIt 
Ibift o wla ii mi tbia Bollwoj are half a atore below onr mtliaatau AfaiB»lboi 
piofid mfaeowable for the ootum orop. the final eetimato for the joar ii Mwl j a 
ttSliOA bate! below laat jrcar'o ftgare, and in addilton the orop wae abnoroMilljr lilo. 
Onr camlngi from raw ootton weie loot bj fiO lakhe in the fint 8 nontho el tbie pear 
than fa the oorreepondlng perl^id of lam pw. Ootton la now moving fraalj to BeaMj, 
bnt the eflaot of the bad atari it oleariy aeen In the fignm of the two Bombay Bailwayfi 
while the cnmfiiga of the . North Weatern Bailway have been eimilarly afleoled by * 
oooapafhtive Ibilnre of the erop in the Pnn^la Between let September and the IlStb 
Jaanmy I9t7. only 86,000 tone of ootton were eKported from Kamohi eomparad with 
81,000 tona lam year. I have thooght It worth while to take thia one inatanoe of ootton 
by way of illnatration bnt the drop in onr grom eaminga capeeiatly in gooda liatte re* 
ftaeta fut the faot that trade baa not been aa good ae we eapeeted. Slaoaneai of trade 
too hao no doabt aflboted paaaeoger eamicga, bnt it ia pomible that we were a bit too 
optteimie la onr emimate of the effect of the recinetiona of farea brought into foroa la t 
year. We mpeebed the immediate effect to be detrimental to onr earninga, and for that 
reaaon pitehed onr emiaaate of grom reoeipte S ororet lower than otherwiee we wonld have 
dene. Bat now we have to redooe onr eatimate by a further 187 lakha. It it not thna 
Ikara kna been no inermae of pataenger traffic, bnt it liea fallen abort of onr emimnta nnd 
in apito of the inoreaae in traffie we ezpret to ram 57 lakha leaa from paaaangem tbia 
yaar than wa did in 19S5-S6. It ia too early to aeaera the rfleet of the tednmiona wa 
gave laat year in long dietanee coal freight*. Owing to the coal mrike in Bagland, tbt 
elroamatancee of the year have baen quite abnormal in the matter of cnel. At eny raU^ 
we have carried more coal and I do not think that we have lost money by the reduction. 

7. The drop in earninge ie partially counterbalaneeil by considerable rednotlooa in 
onr working ozpcneea. On oommeroial lines our revlaed eatlmato of working espenaet ia 
1 and threa-lourtfa erores below the budget emimate. On tbie aaaonnt. nearly 1 m bait 
oiovea it In the com of operation. Onr coal bill in partionlar abonld be about ball omra 
leaa than onr eetimate, partly of eonrae beoanee of com at which wo can now bay, bnt 
gika da lha amslt M «igaw mcaanrea , taken by tha l|nll«W Bfianl tq a aan f n p m t ; 
Sobmny. ffba eui m & ea gfvan In Volume II of the Adminlatinm Bepoit foriSffif^Si 
ahow bow ooBsmnptlon boa daoreaeed relatively to the work dene and benr tmiloony 
lotbe cffbetHoMn of the mananrea, taken by the Ballwmy Banrd. 

8. 1 have said that I take a phlloeophlo view of the disparity batwean onr rovlaad 
mad budget emimate. I go further. 1 think that the reaalta of the oarient year illomrala 
the etreogth of the poeition Bailweya are now in. We have had a eomparativaly poor 
yetr marked by ezoeptional floods, partial crop failure amounting to aoaroity in parte of 
tho country and elaoknem of trade evidenced by the faot that op to the end of Deoember 
laat onr total foreign trade was nearly fiOerorra less than in 1986*86 and 60 crorea lem 
than in 19fii-S6. Neverthelam, we hope to earn this year a net return of 4*77 per oent 
on the oapital at charge enabling ns to pay ocr interest obargea and to pay all bat 7 
lakha of onr contribution to General Bevennea. It has also to be remembered that the 
oontrtbutlon payable this year ia baaed on an exceptional proap'^rons year and amounts 
(leaving mimt^fic railways out of account) to the big aom of 760 lakha. In my view 
having regard to the inevitable flnetuation in Bailway reoeipta from ona year to another 
tbeoe raaulta go far to jnmifj tho wisdom of the policy to wbiob we are working. 

Budget Estimate for 1927-S8. 

9. For tho year ]9S7*88, we have adopted a more cautions estimate than last year. 
We are budget^ for gross receipts from oommeroial lines amoanting to 100*40 omraa 
and fbr a total ezpenditare of 91*47 crorea. If onr espeetationa are realised, the gain 
from oomoBoreial linea will amount to 8*9.8 ororee and the net gain, after dadooting the 
loai on itintegio lines, will be 7*10 erores. Out of this sum, we shall have to pay 848 
lakha to Ooneial Bemoea that being the net contribution payaUo on the roanlti of XM« 
86^ and we bops to miungthen onr reiorves by 189 lakha. 

10. 1 do not propose to commeot on these esthuatea at length. The omin Isgtntg 
of them ia jkhat we pot onr gross iraffio joceipta on oommareial linee at 99.94 oforei or 
Sorarcamefuthan thereviaadeztimatoof tbeeurrentyear, and that wo expect to oam 
thaaa luoalpta at a walking eom of only 8 lakbsoraoinoxoemof the workingexpenaaa 
oftUaynr. 

On iho uMo 1 ahonld deaorfbe tbeat emiaaaCea oa fmoMd tea opirit of iObir 
ap t i m l am ^ In tbo hope that we ahall on the whole ba free from the ammortnoai wbioii 
|fl«ikiMt#lbBymB, and that tfiA will pum a mm oven oenffiai aoi 
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ftito te the hope that osr toatfiivari efforta will rcralt la further ceonomlet to oar ehaifce. 
For esavple, the Boom will notice that thoogb we ahooM ordinarily have to espret an 
toonaae of about 16 lakha in the eoet of adminiFtmtlon on acooant of inermento to 
■alarlet we are aetoally badgetiog for a rrdnetion of 10 lakba in the cost, thle k beoaoae 
Ifo hope that Agmli will be able by improreinrnts in their admlnittratire machinery, to 
Otttdown tbeeziating lealeof thfir eapemlitare by perhape a qoartrr of a erore. We 
cannot ai ooone be certain that we aball be able to g**t this rednetion in foil next year^ 
part of wbiob matt be oeeorio<l in investigating the existing methods and procedore and 
eeeing how they can be iroprovot. Bat at h^ast we shall do oor best to do so. We have 
alfo been able to place oor contracts for coal at cheaper rates in the eorrent year, and to 
this and further eoonomioe in consumption, we look forward to a redoolion of 88 lakhe to 
onr coal bill 


Capital Expenditure. 

11, The Hooee will renepiber that the approved progrt'; me for capital expenditure 
to the current yeur autboriaed a total capital expenditore of 84*58 crores. This was the 
estimate given by the railway ariministration of the amount which they hoped to spend 
during the current year on approved works. 1 explained laet year onr prmciph'S with 
regard to fixing the capital bud^e^ do n«.t wish to restrict the execution of sane* ton- 
ed worke nor to hamper in aiij f^ay the Agmiii* efforts to carry to completion such works 
as rapidly as possible, and we s^rf’ingly authorisefl them to speml up to the full amount 
thgy thought they could spend during the year. We knew, howrvor, from past experienoe 
that their actual expenditure would be very much lower, and we urked the Assembly to 
provide a sum of only 22 crores in addition to the 4 crores required from the pnrebsae of 
the Delbi-Ufflballa-Kulka Railway. The actual expenditure during the current year is 
BOW expected to be 27 crores more ibsn was proviiied fur, and we shall place a supple- 
Bientary demand before this House in due course for the additional funds required to the 
last lew years, as indeed the House bus noted on more than one occasion in the Budget 
debates, there have been considerable lapres in the amonnu provided for capital expendi. 
tnic, aad this it tbo first year iq which actual expenditure is likely to approximate closely 
to onr estimate. We most, I think, congratulate the Railway Board on the success of 
III efforts to attain greater acenrsoy in estimates and to expedite the execution of sanC' 
tioned works. One of the methods adopted deserves a passing mention, for it represenu 
a new and important departure. We are now beginning to make nie of private oonttac- 
ton for important railway worka A number of important railway bridges are now being 
built for ne by firms of eontrsetois. the latest ekample being the rebuilding of the bridge 
over the Heibudda on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway main line which was washed 
away last summer. Another important work which has been entrusted to eomrsetors is 
the elimination of the Bbore Ghat Reserving station on the Gnat Indian I emnsula Rail- 
way, and we hope that we may shortly be able to devise a system which will allow ns to 
bund over to contructing firms the entire construction of some new lines. Of the total 
expanditnre of 27 crores, just over 4 crores represents the purchase price of the Delhi- 
Umballa-Kalka Railway. Twenty-one lakhs roughiy is the expen titure incuir«l in taking 
np new issnes of share capital of certain branch line enmpanUs in which Government 
are financially interested in order to replace loan capital by share capital. This method 
is directly remunerative to ns in that it adds to our share of surplus profits or reduces 
onr liability to pay rebates. As regards the balance, the expenditure on new lines is 
expected to be 6*47 crores, and on open lines 18 82 crores. The former figure repreients 
alapteofOBly 9lukhs on the budget estimate. Progress on some projeers bae onfor- 
tUBatelf been retarded by a variety of causes such us lute ree«*ipt of imported material 
and unexpeeted delays in At acquisition of land, but on others it has been possible to 
aoeelerate the rate of expenditnre. The principal sufferer bus been the RuIpnr ParvMi- 
pBiam line where we now expect to spend less than a fifty of the 126 lakhs provided lor 
tbo current year. On open lines, expenditure bae proceeded at a more rapid pa» than 
meexpeeted when the Budget was framed and our latest anticipation is that the budget 
WtlBUte wiU be exceeded by u little over u croie. Thk however it partly oeunter-bulueed 
by a luduetlon of 60 lakbs in our estimate of expenditure from the Deprcolation Fuad 
whioh to u counterpart of tha programme <4 epen line works, 

IS. For the year 1927-28 the total amoant of fnndt asked lor by railway adninklfa* 
lioBi to 89*77 crwci, Ac «sn^ we propose to antboriee them to spend up to the fuU 
aMuni they huve touludid to their eethuute^ but we ate asking the Amcmbiy only to veto 
atasol Seroictaaa whole, whipb wo believe to at preeent about the liatt of the adi^; 
iditiBttoBtei^tyotfpiBdtog. 0ltbtototolcl86 6i«u^wupropow to dtotnhBti 7*88 
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HitgMttBMPtipMl^ilepadteg. Of ibli tolil of tS ofom, «i ipwpMi dliMMt f *•! 
otono 10 MW llatt (m 0 O>mI Morlj IS oror«o o^mI tor bf 4soofei)OBd toopos Hm 
vofhi Ibo bolanoe of 17*8$ ororet m ofolMl roof hlj 8 and throo-feorHi ororet doioaodod. 

18, Tho foil dctailo of opea Hae worko are, at atoal, glfca ia tbo bodfei bmmo* 
taadas aad to Ibe aarinat piak books dioliog with the ewivatos of new raflwajo aad I 
thfak It aoaeoeiiry for mo at prea^at to deal wit h oay of the detalli of tbeio ottiiaatei. 

I aeod only laj that of the total amooat of 84*77 eroree, which it ii propoied to diotriboto 
aoKing Ageate ac dedrod by tbeaiy 19*41 ororet are for improTtng open line faonitlai. 
.Sano amoantlng rooghly to 8 ororeo each are profided for Improreaient of track, for 
tomodelllag of etatioo yarde and for the eleetrifteation of lioee and itationa The prorlaiOB 
lor doabling aad qaadropling traekt, atrengthening of bridget, worktbopc aad atorot and 
itatlon bnildinga. and atafl qnartert amonnta to abont 8 ororea. 1 would apacially em« 
phaaiae the large ahaie that eleetrifteation of Hnea and atationa haa of the toUl espenditafo. 
The total proriaion made is orer 8 one-half ororea. The Great Indian Peninanla Hallway 
aUme acoonnta for nearly 8 ororea of thfa The projects inoloded the eleotrifloatlon of 
the main line from Bombay to Igatpari and Poona (coating altogether 6 one-half erorei) 
for which a orore is provided in the following year, and the ennatrnetion of the power 
boaae at Kalyan oonaiating altogether 97 one-hall Ukha, for which 40 lakhs is provided to 
1987-88. In this oonnection, 1 think that it won Id interest the Hoone if I give than 
oertain fignree which 1 have extracted from a recent report on the Harbonr Rranoh 
Bail way of the Great Indian Peninaala Railway syetein. The section between Victoria 
Terminoa and Karla, a distance of 9 one-half miles, was eleotrifted with effect from 8th 
Febrnary 1986. On 8rd Febroary 1986 the eleetrifteation of the Mahim Chord, an additioa 
of 9 one-half miles, was completed and the whole of the Harbour Branch Railway wa9 
oparated by electric aervice. A comparison bet we<m the statist tea of January 1988 with 
those of Oetober 1916 shows that the train miles hav** increased four times, that, passenger 
trafBo hat doubled and that earnings have trebled. I may alio eall attention to tho 
provisloD of about 8 one-fourth ororet made for amenities specially intended tor lower 
class passeogers as separate from such general improvements as remodelling and rloetri- 
flcatlon of stations and yards and Improved train aerviees from which also thgy derive 
bsMflt to common witli others. The speelal amenities inolnde arrangements for water- 
rapplji the iacreased provisi*tn of waiting-rooms and balls and refreshment rooms and 
tbo Improvement of booking facilities and sanitary arrangements, bat the main item on 
which expenditode is to be incurred is nearly 1 and three-fonrth croics onder additioao 
aad improvements to lower clam carriages. Under additions, the programme for 19S7-88 
oontemplates 688 ooaohing vehicles and 668 of these are lower clam oarrlagmi. 

New Oonstmetion. 

14. Om of the moat interesting parts of the Railway Budget is of course tho 
programme of new construction. Our prograrumc for nest year will involve ■ total 
expenditaro of 148/3 erorei in the case of eommereial lines, but we have thought It 
aorosaarj to provide only 7*41 crores. The programme for both commercial and 
strategie lines is set out in foil in the Budget memorandum. It includes 48 Itast 
eovering 1,818 Ailei wbieh are already in progri^ss and 61 new lines extending 
to 8 887 miles. Thus, our immediate programme c -vers 4,640 miles. Only 820 mllea 
of MW line will bo opened in the current year, but next year I hope that wo 
Oball see a more aobstantial return on the money we have spen>. on new eonstroetfon 
ia tbo last two or three years. For we hope to open in 1987'88 nearly 900 miles 
of new line. And my sneoessor is likely to be more fortunate than I have been in tho 
iceord of mileage added to the Indian Railway system. I am confident that the Honsc 
will welcome this development, and will agree that we ahonld press on with the eoai« 
tmotlon of new lines. This ia our policy. Bach Railway Administration is ohargid 
with the doty of exploring every avenue that affurds soope for the constrnotion of lamn- 
aerativo linos of a standard suiuble to the traffic that may be expected and of keopiag 
toelositoBch with Local Governments in this important matter. In order to afford 
every foeility for the achievement of this object, wc <lo not propose to adhere to OM 
rigid etaadard of oonstrootion. Obvionsly a standard that is enltable for a main Um 
carrying boavj traffic may be needlessly expensive for a feeder line eerving a oompara- 
kive^ small agrieoltoral tract, and the Railway B'wrd have now laid down varylag 
staadardsof eonstmetioo in order that branch lines and cxtooslOM may be hnilt to wbal- 
•ver itaadard seema moat suitoble to the area to he served. 

Bairs aad Fares, 

18, I am iotrj that 1 am not to Uic happy pocitioo of aanoaiiotog nay fanber 
ifdaotica iff salgi aad tores, bat afler what 1 hove said earllar to my ipsech tbs Booat 
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outtol iMMi Mgr ttp M hrti M «f boMt cf till kiiid. BM tt 

mi bra iMidt ratly Ibi nadMiim te pMUBgiii* Irai uiMMMd bM jmt. Om 
tbt MDtiBijy at tht btgfBBtaf of tbt aarrart jra «• Mpfcnljr tevltad AfMit 
€mM1j to roTieir tholr paragwr fm fa the 1^ of statiftioe aad wo toU tbHi 
that wo fhoold be propned fevoombly to ooaehinr farther fodootkiMi Ao the teoolt of 
tbii kMer, the AgeaCs of the Boot lodloa. North Weetera aad ioatb ladlaa BailwoM 
felt JaitiM la propoetag theie farther ifdoetlooa aad they hare already beea bioogM 
iato foipo la eae caee Iroa la Jaaaaiy laet aad ia the other two eaeee from la Fedroaiiy. 
The ledaaiorj oh the two State-aaaaged liaee are lahitaatla], aad third elaa paaaager 
faite for ordiaary tiaiae are aow dowa to I alee per mile la diaaaoee over 800 aticai The 
Boaee oay thlak that we have beea aadoly b^ in naaioBiag them redoaioae la eiew 
of the fact tba the redaaiono' previoofly eaaotioaed have aa ya given aaj naterial 
aisolao to traSe. Bot the leoenaendaiona a the Agena were haa^ oa their oonaidar* 
ed opinion that aHinately It woold ;pay them to bring down faree to the level anggeat* 
ed and wa. decided .to take the riak. 1 wonld here emphaaiae the fmctb that it ia only the 
eilategoa for onr BaiUn^ Bcaervea that enahlea oa to make ezperiawna of kbia khuL 
For we have to renmber that every year we are adding a anm of npwarda of twenty 
ererea to onr capital at obarge. Every tO ororeo added to onr eapital meana that we 
ongbt toobtainaninefeaie inoar neteamiBMof abont a eroie and SO lakba. For not 
only have we to pay «ar intenat ehargaa hnt in additiea we hawe to pay one per eeat to 
General Beveanea on nor eapStal at ehaife. On the other hand, mnoh of onr new moavy 
goea into worka whkih taka time to become remnnermtive, and them ia «lao the fact that 
we rnnet eapeot laria oariatiioBa from year to year in Railway eaminga In ae^ordanoe with 
harveat reaalta and teada Oaetoattona. All tbeae oonaklerationa p(*int to the need for 
pmdent management, for anoeaaiag atrivinga after peonomy and efioieney, aad fur a 
wiae trolley A bnildiag op w a rr vea. Bnt provided that we keep theae eaaeatiala in mind, 
1 think that we can faee the fatnre with eonlldepce and that we need not heeitate to 
make anch well-eonaidered ciperiawnta in the redaction of ratea aad faiea m on the 
advice of onr Agenta we have ao far embarked npon. Bnt t have no doabt that the Hooci 
will agree that the effect of each eaperimenta mnat oloaaly be watched and that if after 
a fhir trial eatended over a renaonable period Uiey are fonnd merely to involve aa In a 
lorn of leveane wfthoat briaging any compeamting advakta^ ia the chape of fn erea cad 
timflo, the matter may require lecanBdmation. Bnt I hope that there ia ao fear of thia 
leanlt and that we ahall not merely ba to carry on the redactiona that have bean 
made bnt alao to try farther eaperimenta, partioalarly in the way of zednoing fraighta. 

16. I have jnat referred to the need for nnoaaaiag atriving after efllclaaay aad 
economy, and 1 have done to qaito deliberately. For I think that 1 may claim that 
however far w« may have fallen short of oor Ideal, that has been onr poliqy dnring the 
laat 6ve years. Some membera of the Hooac, I know, think that we are too rigid ia onr 
adheienee to thia policy and they regard it merely aa a rather aonllem bareaneiatio trait. 
Bot, believe me, it ie not that. After all the Government of India and the Railway Board 
are rraponiible for what fa^ 1 anppuae, ona of the bfggeat oommercial nndertakinga ia the 
worlu. It ia a boainem with a capital of oometbing like 600 ororea--ea/ 480 million ster- 
ling. If we mn it aneoemfnllj,' we provide Ind A with a cheap and- efficient ayitemoC 
transport. If we fail, the Bmlwaya beooBM a bnrden on lit general revenaes of the 
eonntry. In some resf^s I think that we can claim already to have made aatiefaotoiw 
progreSB. 1 do not wiab to repeat what I said laat year, bat every one will agree 1 think 
that onr finanefal arrangements are on a mnoh toandcr baaia than ever before and that 
we have made acme progiaae ia carrying ont the recommendations of the Aewortfa and 
Inehea«« Oommltteei. Bnt the Indian Railway pyttem ia a vast orgaaiaatkm, and recently 
in almoM every year some new bhuieh of onr work baa been bronght nnder espert 
examinemn aad review. Thie year it has been the tum of the workahope, aad we have 
]BSt pnblisbed the report of the Raven Oommittee. Borne people, I am told, oall It aa 
iadidment of the Railway Workshops. It nmy be aa. I am not partienlar aboat the 
Woid« Bnt the plain tact it that the Railway Board tbooght that State Bailway work- 
idiopa reqaiitd ov^anling in the light of awist atodera workshop piaetioe. We entrnited 
the task to two of the beet cxpeita we ooald find, and we have obtained from them whal 
wa wanted, namely, a frank oata^ken report eonUlaing many valaable eoggeatHme for 
improvement of oor methoda and oar eqaipment. The pablioation of the report amj 
eipoae na to oritioiam, but from oar point of view the important thing is that we now 
know the «<ffectioDa in whieh to work for economy and elBcienay, and we prapoeeto 
icUcwnpihaaaggeatloMwhichhave lieenmade. Similarly, an enqoi^ ie now go^as ^ 
into onr metkoda of railway aceonnilttg aad into onr workriiop aqooanti, and anathor 
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Mqilry Imu Jut bua wMte loto Um medtoil ud nattirj irriagfOMBtf of om «l wr 
Mit iaporlftttt latlwayi, I do not pvopoM to oalor Into graotsr detoll lolo the «ooj 
Ollier direotiOBi In wbidh eoonomlei ore bei^ eSaeted In tbe odafniitiotion ol onr mllnoy 
piopertyaitbeeeoiedeolt with In Sir Oleaenl Hindis moeob In mMBtiag tbe Undgit 
In tbd Connell of Stole. 

S7. And now. Sir, 1 propoN to bring to on end thii tbe loot oooonnt 1 eboll glee nt 
my Btewoidahip of IndiOn Belliroje. I oa oonaotom of ita diStooltlei, ondlberenin 
nnmj other tbi^ tbot 1 ehonid like to my, bnt I om ofroid of wenrying tbe Home. 1 
om aorry tbot 1 end with n leaa proaparona yon? then aome of ita predaoaaaora, bet ntony 
rote it ia o rnneb more aotiafootory bndgat then the one I hod to detaml In thia Hoaaa S 
yaora ago. No one ooold bare hod more loyal and devoted aaaiatonoe than I hove bod 
from Sir Clement Hindley, Mr. Sim, Mr. Pareona and from Ballway Offloera gant^rolly 
nnd oa for thia Ronae, Sir, thoagh I have bad moeh erittalam, 1 Ilk * to think that It waa 
kindly orltlolam and there la not one of oa on theae Qovemmeat banobea who doaa not 
laollaa tbe volne of tbe cloae aorotlny to which onr bndgata ore anbjeotad by tbe Ltgii* 
lotive Aaaembly. 


The Steel Bill. 

After tbe Bailwoy Member'a speech was over diacnsaion was proceeded with the 
Steel Protection Bill. 

Lola Lajpot Rai spoke first in support of Mr. Ohettt*a amendment for average 
weighted doty. He did not question tbe motive and intention of Mr. Jinnah, who dhl 
not see any imperial preference in the Government proposals but only diaorimlnotlon in 
favour of British steel. But Lalaji feared that one diaerlminatlon would lead to further 
dIaoriminotioB. Politics and economics were Inter-twined and in this bill thevioiona 
prinoiple of imperial preference existed. 

Tbe President: Thia question of imperial preference was discussed thread hare tha 
other day. I request the members not to make ape^bea on that but merely touch on it. 

Lain Lajpat Bai averred that even economically the prinoiple of discrimination waa 
naaonnd and urged the House to consider the at! vantage of weighted average doty which 
outweighed those proposed under the Govwnment scheme. He contended against the 
view that there was dumping of continental steel and pleaded against penalising a large 
maas of consumers who used continental steel Continuing, he said that by penalising the 
naa of oontinentol steel they would be throwing out of employment thousands of poor 
Indiana who were engaged in the mannfaotnre of small artiolvs out of continental steel. 

(** OAoial Benches cried : No no, where are they *') He instanced the small mann- 
taetnres in Bombay, Poona, Onjranwala, Bialkot and other places. Oonclndinir, he 
oomplained against the Indian stndenVs not being given adequate facilities by English e*in- 
eatioBal and technical institutions, while continental countries whose steel tbe Ooverrment 
wished to exclude from India were showing consideration in this respect, ‘fbla 
trsatment of England did not deserve conoessfons at was proposed by the Bill. He 
aooeptad that tbe steel industry should be given adequate prataetton for seven years. To 
that extent be favoured the Tariff Board's report, but he differed at regards tbs form of 
protpotion. 

Mr. Jinnah, rvplyiog to Lala Lajpat Bai, said that the telsgraphio reprasentatlon 
whidi tbe latter olaim^ were pouring in were all from tbe iron merebants (Hear, hear). 
None of them were, however, from traders or artisans for whom the Lais bad pb aded. 
However, the Tariff Board bad taken into consideration tbe oonsumeris point of viev , hot 
Mr. Obetti'ff amendment-, if put into effect, would give exoemlve protoetlon toTktasand 
wendd profit tbo middlemen. FIgnree showed that under Mr. Ohettfs scheme there would 
be m n eomsary boiden of 4 orores on toe oonsumers In tbo oonrse of 7 yean, but at tbo 
Mi* timo be wanted tbe Government to aso that amall tradem and artimns did gs tbe 
rvqeleite pmteetion. 

At tbta stage, several mmnben on tbe oflioial benohee applied for eloenre but llio 
PimMent called upon Mr BIrla to speak. ^ . 

Mr. Bifla quoted figures to show that there was no i^taerinc on tbs partof 
mMdlemea, Ffgnfes related to bMM. angles, etc- Mr. Birla asked tbe House not to be 
M -way by tbe argument of Mr. Jinoab mid Sir Obarles Innn abont profiteering wbm 
ig mmw OMMe tbeee middlemen eelnally lost. 

Ifa; a Om HUitatnrB.H.intmdMMt NaMtIaMM.e><eee«S«aMtNt 
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OMtl]. ilrObirlttlMmbftil htaMffMfdottftpMflM 9tmtkm tel whMiu ft 
taip^fftel fwgfrrwiw or pmf<imikhil foter, tfion wm polittai Mtadik. Bov^tewmr 
BIr B. K. Kfim, te Imlteii amber, poebpiMli il the etefr ortfOMed by te aoMtehte 
Wbea Mr. B. D^flalebed bb epeeob ft wu a qaorter to ftwr and tefo «m 
feoewed orfee frab olBeiol and other brnohee for eloeore. The Rooee diffded oo te eloeari 
Mottem when te Hon. Hr, Fotel oono boeh and oeoopted te telr. S7 feted lor eloeare 
•ad BO egafnet It. 

ni^MM aiila divUtd with tba nmU that 60 voted anloil Ike aMDdMnt wd 
40 lerMri, thenCwe, tbe UMadmmt me leet. 


The Kharagpur Strike. 

Altar tbe amendment of Mr. Cbetti had been defeetedi tbe adicmm* 
ment motion on tbe Kharagpur atnke waa taken up. Mr. Ve Y« Jogwb 
wanted tbe House to dieoues tbe oonduot of tbe B. N. Railway administra- 
tion In not enquiring into the repeated representations of the subordinate 
employees of tba B. N. Railway which occasioned the strike causing in- 
oonTenienoe to tbe people ; secondly, tbe conduct of the Oovemment in 
calling out the Railway Anxiliary Force to shoot indiscriminately not only 
the workmen but some members of the public and in not giving warning or 
persuading the crowd to disperse, and lastly, in censoring despatehas of 
telegrams sent from the Labour Union to a large number of the members of 
the Assembly. He reminded the House of the representations of tbe labour- 
ers which was promised to be considered but which waa repeatedly post- 
poned on very flimsy grounds. The eUef grievances of the labourers were 
inseenrity of service, dismissal without proper aotion, inaufficienoy of 
wages and ill-treatment of subordinate officials. The Labour Union 
ad^aed men against going on strike and but for the attitude of Mr. Lewisi 
Aeting Chief Bngineer, the situation would have been easily sdved. 

Mr. 0. & lUnga Aiyar who spoke nezt^regretted that Mr. Jogiah had no 
time to devetop the main theme of grievanees. namely that there was in- 
diseriminate use of bayonets and this was done by using Col. Gidne/s 
Anglo-Indian race against Mr. Jogiah’s labourers (hear, hear). If they hrante 
to shoot Indians, why did they not bring Europeans t Why should Anglo- 
Indians have been brought f Was this another proof of the policy of dtvids 
of mpera t From a perusal of the account of the events, it appeared as if 
the men were instigated to use violence ao that superior foroes of violenoe 
might be brought into being. Let Sir Charles Innea mark his departure 
from India by conducting an impartial enquiry. 

Colonel Oidney regretted the tone of Mr. Range Alyar*a apeeeh yrhUk 
itself was for dMb si seipm. It was tbe Railway Union and political 
inlusiow«tln it that were at the bottom of the riot. Why should this House 
of legi^tors aeeept what all the Railway Union said in their statement and 
in elfeet send a message for other Railways to fdlowsuitf Ryearrying 
the motion they would disorganise Railway as they disorganised the Fbliee 
in Calcutta riot Let ns not be guld^ by telegrams sent by the rioters. 
Ooneluding Ool. Gidney uked the Government to see that there waa 
no dismlaaiiL reamval or leduetion in aeeordanee wlUi rule fourteen of the 
Borne Department. 

Hr. N. M. Joshi drew the attention of the Hboae to ttie fact 
ted the AusiHary foreea were composed of railway officers. Tbe 
speaker asked if It waa fair ttat te very oflOera under whom teas men 
lere woridivihoBUtniBootte betepdli^ atmok weikl 
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Thii mi not (he llnl l^ne in wbkh the miJiterj was wed for firing in tin 
Dune of law md order. The GoTemment of other eonntriee did not we 
miUterg lor raoh oorpwee. Mr. Joihi wanted an enquiry not only into 
the io^enti of ahooting but aleo into the grteyanoee of the workere. If the 
Agent bad failed in hie duty, let not the Goyemment of India fail in ite dntiy. 

Beferring to the grieyancea of the men Sir Charlea Innea aaid that he 
had neyer known a oaae in which the A^nt of a Railway extended ao miioh 
(Ormpathy to railway men. Aa eoon aa the grieyancea of men oyer the 
tranafer of Hr. Naidu waa brought to hia notice, the Agent himaelf took 
the trouble to explain the actual i^aition. The men came back to work, 
but all of a audden due to the influeuce of politioiana a public meeting waa 
called attended by a large number of peraona and reeolutiona paaaed. Ihen 
there ww a crowd marching to the atation yard and preyoiiting the running 
of traina etc., and if at that atage the Diatrict Magistrate order^ the use of 
not fire but bayooeta, then Mr. Range Aiyar wanted him to be ditmiaaed. 
The Diatrict Magiatrate had to act ou the spur of the moment. His task waa 
difficult and no more than the necessaiy violence waa used. So long as he (Sir 
(Aarlea) waa a member of the Government, no district officer would be punish- 
ed or penalised lor trying to do his duty in oircumstanoea of this kind. The 
versions as received if him from the officials and as given out by men did not 
of course tally in all respect Indeed, the House was not in possession of the 
facts. What then was the use of our enquiry at this stage f The danger 
of passing this motion at this atage waa that they would prolong starvation of 
these men who were on strike. 

Diwan Chamanlal said he was yet to hear the word of regret for 
bayonetting. Could it be denied that the head of the Auxiliary Foroe# 
Colonel Henderson himself, waa a n^way official t 

The Commeroe Member inteijeoted that he said the Auxiliary Foroe was 
called out by the Diatrict Magistrate. 

Mr. Chamanlal eondemned the law being taken into their hands to the 
danger and detriment of the life of the people. A judicial enquiry must be 
held into the firing and bayonetting and an impartial enquiry into the 
grieyancea of the atriken. If a promise of this enquiry waa given, the motion 
would be withdrawn but not otherwise. 

Pandit Malaviya who followed prefaced his speech with a dedaratioo 
that he waa generally agaiiiat strikes. He said that it had been suggested 
that atrikera bad done iiqury to the railway property. He was sorry that 
officials on the spot acted unwiaely, for atrikera had gone to the platform to 
advise their fdlow-strikers also to stop work. They bad perfect right to do 
so. If the speaker waa convinoed that violence had been resorted to by the 
alriken, hia attitiide would be diffierent. The speaker regretted the want 
of patienoe and leatraint on both sides. The authoritiea should have exerciaed; 
greater reatraint. It was not necessary to have called out the Auxiliaiy Force 
and asked thsm to resort to ttie use oi bayonets and firewrms. If Sir Gharlea 
Innee had only expressed regret for the aeUon taken there would not have 
IMed for tUa heaM debate. 

Mr. Neogy dealt at the outset with the constitutional aspect regarding 
whidb he said he was between the devil and the deep sea for a while, to 
Aleiandgr Muddfanan said that this question was to be discussed only in the 
laealOonaeO. ThaPresideiitof;the Bengal GonneO had disallewed adiow 
asoliena on the ground jliiat this was a ce^ Pkoeeedifig 
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koMfomdsmideriMef *'•ll•m•”totho eenootdip oa tebgmu Mot by 
tho Lobonr Unibn to 18 memben of tbo AMemb^. Mot only w«o their 
t^orti nipprooMd by tho ontboritiM bat tbdr own ooeonota wero oobked np. 

It woo 6 when the Prandent declared the motion talked ooL The 
Aeaem^ then adjonmed. 

The South African Agreement. 

On the 21ST FEBBUART Mr. Shore made a atadement of the 
agreement reached between the Union GoTemment and the GoTemment^f 
li^ie and he waa epplanded at the coudoaion. (For the text of dm 
atatement aee Section “ India Abroad.”) 

The 'Preaident reminded Mr. & Daa of a referenoe made by Hr. Shore 
that ao far aa the GoTemment of India were oonoemed« they had ratiSed 
the agroement. 


The Steel Bill Petted. 

Mr. JaniiadM ISEHTA then moTCd hie amendnenl (Biting foraaid biaaltcrnatii# 
EcncaMi in leipcct ot duty ctin piotccticn. He diciareii that the Bill did tmbodj Im^ 
petial piefcunci: and that It nenid be centested inch by inch and step bj step. Ha 
ihcNacu tbat vs a ickult ti tine >ciiV iKUctkn ichime the GoTtrnment had beneflited 
in TiTCLBe bj Be. 1(0 iahbe, ti.u citditor by Be. 160 Jakba and the wagc*raincr| 

Baa iS6 lakLe \khUt the CBnei cl the cm (any lad in thueycata henciitUd in the ahapa 
at ditridind cuiy to tie taunt ol Be. I and half lakhe, mbich did not yield cten ball 
pcx eent. Hew cculd iLia be taptcud to lene at an inducement to the intcator. Tha 
tfople ol India Lad made hciTy lacnhce in tl eie yeaia to help Tata Steel to itand finDe 
Ibanki to the taclange, capital bad to be wiitten down. 

Cent inning, Mr. MtLia aTtiicd that tbe piotcction extended waa ao amall that it 
wcvld not attjact capital. He centeeted tbe Tritw ot Mr. Jinnah tbat it wai tbe middic* 
men 1)1 g in Bcnlay alo aovid bimtit bybiatcheme. Ua thowed that according to 
ticdieji lata bad qotted Be. SSB per ten for ateei which conJd cemo Jiom Qeimany te 
Bt« 111 or at 170 with adoiiional duty. 1 ben under no oiicumatancea could Tatia 
ccmpcie with thia. Tbe ceneumer in talctitta UnitiUd btcauie of the cempetition 
with Biitiih bttel and Iccauae of the neaineea cl Calcntta. Ho maintained that hia 
ioheme alone would give piotectioa to the induitry, impoae tho leaat bnrdcn on the con* 
iumer and would put the leaat prteible aum in tbe banda ol the GoTernmeatu 

Mr. replying, remarked that he never laid that tbe Bill waa paifeet bat 

tbat ol the 8 icbemii belore the Houeo tbe one embodied in the Bill lepreaented tbe leaat 
evil. Mr. Jamnadaa had only proved the epeaket’i contention that beeaaae Tata Steel 
did not reach tbe ports ol Bombay. Karachi and Madras as easily as Caleutla it waa Iba 
middlemen who really beneflud. Did Mr. Jamnacas nnderstand that if be gave bounties 
to Tatas tbe xciult would be that Tatss would conccntiaie on production of bounty fed 
material and give np piodacticn for instance of galvanised sheets t This would mean 
tbat the xcvt nue derived from im( 01 1 duty under protection which amoonted to ball from 
these sheets would as a reenlt ol withdrawal of pioteetion bo lost. He saw no xeaioa 
why new eSmpauics should not coire into the field. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta bad charged tha 
speaker ol being either in air or at sea but it appeared to Mr, Jinnah tbat Mr. Jamnadaa 
blmaell waa either in the lap ol prejudice or hud bien misled by middlemen. He exa* 
mined the amaliut aasendment ot Mr. Jamnadas and showed how it would Jaad tha 
Goviinaaeat in difieultics and unknown liabilitiis. For instanofg any firm could without 
much outlay undertake to manulacture bars oat of torap iron and lerap alceJ. To pay 
bounty lor protection of aueb bars would involve an nnknowa liabUtty. Speaking with 
ail authority at h» command ol the woiking of three yeaia piotiletioB, ba d eao ii b ed 
Mr, Jamaadaa'a amateur pioposala as ridieolons and absord and that to work tho aah e ma 
ptopuieo by the Bombay member wouki, it not impossible, be moet diibait^ very enpttnui 
and vary inooaveaiettl. Bt hoysd that the Hoase would realise ita xsaptaiobUities in tha 
matter. 

Mr. II. K. ACHABYA tegfettad that Sir Chartet Inaea had nolmct theaigamMl 
at the nonmSteiaia that andar their edhmna ha (Sir Ohariea) was taking maeh moia txagi 
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Ibt oooamer. They all agreed that adeqaate protection abonld be giien to Tataii bat not 
in the way the Oovenunent aoggetted. Be wonld have no obirctiou it the entire lOheaM 
wna wUhftawn and another Bill which woaid be more aooepuble to tue Hoaae wme 
bmght forward. He, however, woaid accept Mr, liehta'e ainendoient ae the tetaer o( the 
twoevno. 

Pandit HALAVITA emphaeiied that on a matter of this kind Qovernment ihonld 
caviy the Hooee with them. To match a fote thii way or that waa not. the proper 
aaetbod of pnahing throagh inch legielation. He did not question the earneataeaa 
of the Tariff Board and of the Govcxnnient to act in the very beat inlereat of India 
accordinn to their light. The opposition was ntt wanted, but because there was honest 
difference of opinion he expected that, instead of oryiug ibamc and telling the members 
that tbeyHlid not know their businem the Qovernment and their eupportcra should show 
sympathy and consideration to the views of the oppvattion. Their view was b as e d on 
some regard for the consumer to see that the consumer was nut penalised in 
plaoea where Tatas did not operate. He suggested tt:at the Qovernment with all its 
Becretariat machinery should co-opexatc with the Uiuee in removing the defect of Ur, 
Jamnsdas's scheme. The speaker l ad woikcd with Mr. Jinnsh ior yeais but felt that 
Mr. Jinnah's special pleading on this occasion had disappointed many membfis. He 
rejected the pica that Tatas would play false to the Assembly and to the country fay 
changing their plans for prodnetion. If they did, the Assembly would not help them 
again. He did not wish to hurt Englishmen, but must first have ngsrd lor the luteiests 
of his own countrymen. Why rush through this Bill f The msniier in which the Bill 
was being handled bad caused him great pain and be ended by srggesting the adjourn- 
ment of the discussion. 

At this stage the closure was moved by the official bmehes siui was cairKd without 
division. The House thex^ voted on Mr. Jamnsdsa Mehu's aiufodmciit stid reitctsd it 
by 66 votes against 66. Thus, while whipping on both sides had trougbi in the abientet 
members, the majority for the Bill practically, remains the same as it was when the 
the motion for recommittal and for approving Mr. Chctli’s scheme was rejected. 

Discussion on other Amendments, 

Mr. Mnktbar 61KGH then moved an amendment providing for rebate of duty 
in reapect of imported steel used by bona-fide Indian luauufactuiers of small 
artiolea sneh as bolts, toys, ntensils, cutlery etc. Sir Chailis Inner, intervening said 
that this question was under consideratiou of the Tax iff Board and be hoped this 
information might shorten diecussion, Mr. Mukhtar Singh said hu was not satisfied 
with the assurance given by the Commerce Member and pressed his auiondaient. Tbs 
speaner explained how the rebate system could be calculated and worked. 

Sir Charles Inncs, in opposing the motion, said the amendment was vagac and 
nnworkablc. The amendment was rejected. 

Purchase of Steel by Government Departments. 

Sir Charles Innes pointed out that the next aiuindment in the name of Mr, B. Das 
which asked for declaration of the Government by notification in the **Gaaette'* that 
the, purchase of steel of Indian origin should be given preference by the Government 
departments, municipalities and local boards etc., was put out of order on the grounds 
that it raised the question of increase of import duty which was outside the loopc of 
the Bill. The President agreed that the motion was out of order on the groniid that It 
related to provincial subjects which could not be discuttwid in the Home except by per- 
mission of the Governor-General. He would, however, admit the amendment if the 
mover mnitted mnnioipal and distiict boards from the operation of the amendment Mr. 
Das agreed to this and the amendment was formally moved. Mr. Das, in moving ^ 
amendment, said that even the Tariff Board had n commended the use of Indian steel by 
Bail ways as it waa the object of prouction to create a market in India for Indian mm- 
factored ■tee). He pleaded for acceptance of bis amendment and complained of m 
cfrcnlar issoed by the Baiiway Member who tecommended that Indian Bail ways mi^t 
go in for Indian prodoett. His objection was that it was not made obligatory, Bm 
wanted a statntory provision to be msec with regard to the purobaie of Indian steel and 
tim mere assatanoe of the Commerce Member was not enough. 

Das*i ameiifimcnt was pressed to division and lost by 46 to 88 votes. 

Appropiiaticm Protective Duties. 

a*. H. M. JwiUnm to now tiMUMOdiiiMit laying «to*n «n» 
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bf pfoteotlve dnlkt •boll^d he Applied for teehnieel tmising in iteel indatti/ and welfitte 
oK workere eveU m proiretiou egeinei seA*tickii<!6e, nikmpioyaient, and old age. 

8ir Cbarlfs innee, on a point of oider, faid the motion eontravened beetkm 67 of 
tiba Qovemincnt of India Act wbicb elcarlj laid down that no motion for appropriation of 
reeeiiQca abonld be made except with the peimiaeion of the Qoremor-Uenerai. The 
Pfciident upheld the objection and ruled the motion out of order. Clause 2 of the Bill 
waa then adopted. 

Lala Bang Bcitarilal nnsucocsifniljr mored an amendroeot to Clause S of the Bill 
demanding that in 1223, the ttccl industry representation of iiiBQfficien«*j of protection 
•bonid be a precedent ol further protection. 

Depreciation Fund for StJd Companies. 

Dewan Cbamanlal moved bis amendment laying down that the Qovcrnor-Qeneral in 
Coancil sbonld have power to frame luies directing strcl companies to set aeido for a 
depreeiaiion fund a ceiiain amount from thv pioiite and also providing for bousing, mater- 
iiitj and othdr benefits to woikcrs. Toe mover rahl that the Aseemblj was entitled to 
dirwt the companies to so rpijid their profits as to rnrurc pioper woiking. He 
complained of the bad lot of the woi here who, notwithstanding the Tariff Board, wc-ro 
not well treated and bad to suffer gnat hardships, 

Bir Charles Innes, replying, atked what ccuJd be done if the steel companies dis- 
obeyed the rnie for depreciation fundi 1 His opinion, is that it most be left to the good 
•enae of .the oompaniee' directors. Clause 3 was adopted alter two more amendments 
wsn withdrawn. 

Motioo for paising the Bill. 

81r Charles Innes then moved that the Bill as amended be passed. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa IYENQaR, opposing the motion that the Bill be passed, observed 
that the methods adopted in giving protcetion were so hopelessly at variance that he 
could not agree to iU Sir Charles himself bad agrerit that the Bill provided for British 
prefersnoe. It was said that no schime of imperial prefennec sbonld bo undertaken unless 
both tbe Government and the Lfgisiature agreed. He would, therefore, usk the House 
to be earefnl in view of the fact that preference was both political and economical in 
ohnraoter. The ipesker objeoted to the bill on another ground, namely, that it enabled 
the Government to raise more revenue than was needed lor administration. It was had 
and viciotts in prinoiple to eneouiage oveiflow of money into the exchequer. ConeJoding, 
Mr. Iyengar reminded the Commerce Member that on the last occasion when the Limita- 
tion bill was before the House, he bad dismissed (ho Tariff Board's- recommendations for 
Import duties as a burden on the consumer. Was the laiift Board then an expert 
body or bad it anddenly become expert btcavie it coiled the Commeiee Member f 

Mr. Bangaawaini lYEHGAK, in opposing the Bill, nftrred to the Imperial Economic 
Ocnlerenoo when the British rtprecent at ive bad Agictd that British gooda were enjoying 
A large share of India's market even without piefcreucc. Now Sir Charles Innee eought 
nnfairly to extend ibo preference at the ooet of India. He referred to the position of the 
Indian wagon indostry in relation to the Bill under ci^cussion. The wagon indnatxy 
bad aaked for proteoiion. Obviouely that industry could maLufacture all the Indian neads ; 
but strangely enough, tho Commerce Member bad placed orders in Eugland in respect 
onl^ of current wagon requirements but also of aniicipatcry nquiieoiints lor tbe nest 
Sue yma. Tbe position was tW in spite of Indian steel pioteetioo tbe wagon industry 
would not enjoy any privilege. When the qoiwtion of preteotiou by bounty to wagon 
industry oamo up, the Government would say there was no neecseity us they did not 
nquiru uny Juithcr supply of wagons. The reanlt would be that while the loual wagon 
Indnstry wannffering British wagon would come into the country at a ridicnlonsly ofaeap 
litsolduty. 

Bill passed by a Majority. 

Aitss Mr. Jinnah had spoken in in|^^ of tho Bill closure was applied and agreed 
lUi Sir Charles Innss having relinquisiied his right to reply, the Aseembly divkisd with 
Ibo foiull tbat ilm Bill was pumd by 5 8 votta ugeiost 4a 

Ci^il ATiution Grant 

Thu Home next prooueded to dmensa the motion that a iupplementary 
Siini not tamediiig Ba. 996i000 be granted to defray the ezpenaca that win 
eone ia the oouiae of poyment daring the year ending 81it Maibh 19S7 in 
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TeipMk of OTiiftion. On Di wan Cbamanlal ibrongly obfaeting to a panog balog 
■peot on eiffl aTiatioD> Sir Alaxandar Mnddiman roplM that tho quantloQ wag 
of gnat iffiportanoe and at the fag and of the day tha Honaa was not fo a 
no^ to duoQH it at langth. Ha» tharafora, formally movad that farthar dir 
annlon on tha aapplomootary grant be postponed to which tha Ilouto agraad 
and than adfonrnad. 

Discttation of Railway Budgat. 

Oa the 9tKD FEBRUARY the Honie proceeded to the general dIsoaNloii of the 
railway bvdget whioh eras initiated by 8ir Poroehotamdae Thakurdae. 

Sir PoroebotbaiBdas THASURDA9 aeknowledged the manner in wbieh tbe Batlwiy 
aaihorftiri totik nembere of the Advisory Conneil and the Finance Committee into tbtiff 
oongd^ooe bnt it eeemed to him that nioetly it was a case of locking the doom after tha 
boraea bail left. For, even with the said eaperlenoe of Railway surplus etoree after tha 
war, tbeie wai to>day oonsidorable enrplne of wagons. Locomotives also oeaaed to be 
to fzoeie. These enormone purcbaiee were made at a time of high prioes and bad 
Involved tbe taipaycr in an annual loee of tbe host part of one orore. He wae plaoeed 
at tbe lower figure of compmsation paid, but euggeiterl that following the caaraple of the 
B. B. and 0. I. Railway who took the Adviinry Council into coufidonee the Railway 
Member ebonld also tell them of the number of claims receiv(<d for compensation. Sir 
Pumshotbamdas then spok^t particularly on the remarks of Mr. Parsons, Financial Com* 
misaioner, in bit memorandum on the efl-ct of exchange on the Railway budget. Ha 
lie'.d that in the whole railway tale told to the House the effect of maintaining the artlfi* 
elal ratio was visible unmistakably. While Sir Basil Blackett ha<l told them that prieee 
had adjueted themielvee to 6il. Mr. Parioni was counting on the effi'ct of sterling 
traneaetiona for tbe next three to five years. He then examined in detail Mr. Parsons* 
obeervatlons. 

As for tbe wages of tbe railway emp^oyeri he was the first to etand. for not only 
adeonata payment bnt for one that would enenre comfort. He recalled that throe years 
ago Sir Cbarlee Innee held tbe wages of railway employees to be very geneions 
and tboee wages to-day were more favourable beoaoce of further fall in prices. To 
laiso this imae to prejodloe discussion on tbe ratio was not fair to the country. Bir 
Pnmebotbamdae added that tbe Government had been artificially propping op exchange. 

Bir Basil Blaokett : You want artificial depression. 

Sir Pnmshotbamdas : It dos not He in the mnutli of the Hon. Member to interrnpfe 
ma when the time ft lo limited and when he knows well that he had not tlie oonrage to let 
the ratio iwne be discussed earli^'r. 

He oontinned : ** As for the stores, here acain, Mr. Parsoni had shown that tbs 
Chivemment biui by its enrrency policy hit the Iniiian indusirirR. Sir Puroshotbamdas 
fkfther ebowed that the mileage of SA,039 in 1923-24 ha«i earned on the average Be. 34,907 
per mile. The total m>l<’sge of 39,817 in 1927 to 1928 was estimated t) earn praotiealJy 
the same, namely Bt. 24,923. 

Bir Pornshothamdas continuing drew attention to the remark in the railway admi- 
ntotratioD report of 1922-28 that tbe railway earnings depended on the general prosperity 
of the oonatry which in the case of India was roost easily raeasnrnl by tha agricaltiiml 
position and retnme of foreign tra<Ie. The ailministratinn report of 1925-26 had referred 
to tbo heavy drop in tbe export of grains through Blarachi. Tbe Railway Member bad in 
his speech on Friday admitted that the total forrign trade was nearly 60 erorm less in 
tba enrrent year than in the previous year. The whole question then wae that wbenevor 
they manipulated enneney and esp-icially the ratio in a manner that it either bampeffd 
oxp^s and consequently also importa, tne railway! were bound to suffer. Sir Cliarlea 
Innea was, therefore, not right in thinking that the budget wbieh he presented with a 
bmvy heart wae dependent only r.n factere outside hie humin e.mirol bot might very 
well bear in mind and examine the factors under the control of the Government of India. 
He IbH that nnlees the Railway department make the Finsnoe Department etialgbten faoli 
and lesseily them, the Railway Bucigrte of Imlia not only for tbe next year bot for somo 
years to eonw wonM have nothing bnt a lad tale to put Ir^fore the House. It wae a veiy 
ltd oommentary on the Currency policy of tbe Government and the first refieotlon of ft 
hid been lonnd in the BaBwaye of India. 

After eeveral mmaberi hid ndken Sir Charles INNER replied to tbe debalo, Tim 
BafltmylleftbarMkltMfor the hut leer yearib the railways hid got a o ww tq n ud Is 
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If. 6d. ratio ABd tbm wonld he oomplICAtlnn if that rato wm Altend. Vndihadl 
nM of the q«eefi<m of fepantion of rail wot fioanee and both Mr. Jamnadae Mehta aad 
Mr* Veogy had pleaded for revfeion. The terme of the preieat oonrention wove to laet 
for three jeare only and then the poeition ehoolil be rtvezamined : bat if there wee a 
general deelre that the qoettioB thoald be reriewed earlier, then the Railway Beard 
would be qnite prepared eren to nndertake a preliminary esaminatSon of the aobjeet. 
But the whole echeme was in an eapcrimcntal stage and for that reason he 
bimaelf would prefer postponement so that the experiment would work itself out. But 
ft must be remembered that whenever examination was undertaken, there niast be one 
oondlHon, namely, that the profits of Railways must go towards improving the rallwaya 
and eheapenlng the rates and freights and not for the general revenues of the oountiy* 
Mr* Besba Iyengar had oonsiderrd that in the railway programme they were going too 
far ; but most of the other members who had spoken had urged that the right policy for 
the OoverBment to adopt was to push on their programmes especially in agrieultoral 
tracts, and this they were doing. He warmly contended against the charge that tbo 
policy in regard to railway programme was in the interest of England and pointed 
out that the lowest satisfactory tender was accepted by the High Commissioner and there 
wee no preference for Britain in respect of the stores pnrobased* 

Proceeding, Sir Cbarlrs referred to the criticism levelled against the Railway Board 
after the report of the Raven Committee on workshops and said : ** We sought that enquiry 
at the instance of Mr. Wrench and we shall give effect to the leoommendatlons. He 
informed Colonel Qidney that reduction in fares had taken place not only in State Railway! 
but on all Cempany-manageil railways. If Mr. Jogiah's suggesfion for a uniform rate 
of f pies per mile on all railways for third-class passengers were adopted then there would 
he a lois of Rs. Ilorores. Mr. Ranga Aiyar was not right in his figures that n,600 men 
had been transferred to Calcntta from Lucknow on the B. I. Railway having taken 
over the 0. and R. Railway. The figures were not more than 300. He assnnd Mr. 
Batnaswaml that if there was remlssnees on the part of the Governi^ent of India in giving 
attention to Booth India in the matter of railways in the past, that was more than mado 
Bp by the projected extensions in the coming year. Concluding, Sir Charles Innet 
amidst applause said that if the policy adopted by the Railway Board was panned, 
then his successor after five years would be able to show a very remarkable record* 

The ijccmbly then adjourned* 


Voting OB Railway Dananda. 

On the 28RD FEBRUARY discussion on railway demands for grants commenosd 
with a full dress debate on tho affairs on the Railway Rmtrd on the motion for omiesion 
of the whole grant, on which all the three non-offiefal parties seemed agreed. About 
185 motions for ents. some token and some substantial, were on the order paper, but by 
mutual agreement diseussfoa was oonoentrated on selected moti-ms of both eharacten. 

Mr. Srinivasa 1TBNOAR rose to move a reduction of the demand by Rs. 9,48,000 
which would virinally amount to omission in effect. Mr. Iyengar complained the prin- 
ting mistake in the motion on the paper which stated that demand he teduoed to 
Be. 9,48,900 and not by Rs. 9,49,000. 

Mr. Orahsm protested that this was the mistake of the mover ae original documenta 
showed. Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar expressed regret and the President permitted him to movu 
the rednotioD by Rs 9,42,000. 

Mr. in moving the motion, said that the Railway Board was as supreme ta 

the Government of India end had its revenue and expenditure in the rame propertioot 
ui the general budget. There was no sanctity attached to the Railway budget. They 
wanted that railvrays should he u transferred subject in charge of an Indian Minister. 
Ae Railway Board was an irresponsihle body. Ftret class appointments like those d 
the Chief Commissioner and Members of the Railway Board were appointed without refer- 
ence to the Aseembly* He recalled it was an integral part of the OAnventfon that India- 
nisation should he proceeded epaoe end Indians should be appointed to the Railway Board. 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar maintained that this question was also a reoommenditioii ol 
the same reeolnlion just as the Convention was, and though ft wue- luude apart from dm 
ronvention It became a farther oonveiiHon. Why tak- ehelter under teebfneal evaefams f 
He further held that the Boerd should not be a teehnieal body hut a bualiieis body and 
Indiana were available to man It to-day* There wac mal-adminisfration and arose bicadi 
of trait as was shown by the scandal Sir Oharlee lanes had made virtna oat of 
neeiirity In^weleomlng the Raven Commit ee*f strletnia. He finally ohaiiid tha 



§4 WMM. ^ 7 ] VOTING ON R41LWAY DEMANDS 

CfofiruMBt tliaft the lodleii poliit of Tiew had not hm kepi in oomMoHM vfUi lli 
Biilinij edminittratkm dlher in the matter of oonatitation or potmr of tiia Boi^ or 
power of the legtelmtare. The ladlaii pnist of riew wao not kept In riewaa w«e ekewm 
hgr the Borrj tale of extiaToganoe In reapeet of wanoni and etorae. It wee etUl an alien 
admlniatration ont of toneh with the Indian reqeirenienti. 

Sir Gharlee Innee« replying, wish-d the attack had bean dlreoted to him and not to hie 
railway oOoera ; for, he maintained, the Railway Board waa a teohnioal body and did net 
oontrol the policy. Aa for Indianimtion, he recalled hia worde three yaara ago whiek 
did not hold ont the hope of the early apocinfbient of an Indian to the Baitwngr Bonril 
An Engliahman or a Sootehman dialiked nothing more than that An be charged with 
breneb of fhitb. The Railway Board waa a teohnioal body and Ita appointmiinta wera 
prim poata for railway aerrioe and moat go to men who had earned them by eneallent 
work. It would be dereliction of duty on hie part to reoommend anperaamion to nppotel 
an Indian. He realiaed the point of riew of Indiana that the Railway Beard wnen 
elOM oorpomtion from whiob Indiana were definitely esolnded (bear, hear) but they mnet 
raaliao hia point of view alio that Indianiaafion waa pnrely a qnaation of time. Re 
admitted that the* Indianisation policy waa belated bnt it waa baring full ellKn end 
Indiana were ooming to the top. There wna an Indian Ohief Engineer and nn Indta 
Bnperintendent. 

Redaction Motion Carried. 

The motion of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar for a ont nmonating virtoally to the total 
ie]ection of the demand was then pot to voto and carried by 5P votee agaiaat fiA The 
Home then adjonrnod. 

Capital Programme, 

On the 24TH FEBRU\RY, Pandit Kunarn mored a cat of Re. 1 and wanted to know 
what their oommitmonts wonld bs in rospnet of rehabilitation an i capital programme, Ai 
for new coamrnotion be wiabod they went at a less rapid rate than they were doing nt 
preeent. Let there be no nndoe harden on tholr reioarooi in respeot of latereet ehnigee. 

The motion wae pat and negatived. 

Railway Sforei Foliey. 

Pandit Ennam nest moved a cat on demand nndar the Railway Board to pretail 
egainat the pnrohMe of atores direct withoot asaistanos and oonsnltatlen of the Stofii 
Department The eziating policy of the Oovernmsnt in general and Railways In parti- 
enlarfor buying stores was highly object i.:iiab!e. If stires wera not b loght through 
the Stores Department why was that department at all maintained f 

The Chair pat the tok m cat to vme an.| d iclared it carried. This being evnteitad, 
diviiion waa called and Mr. Kanzru^s motion was carrried by 66 against 44 votes. 

Separation of Railway from General Finance. 

Mr. Kanzrn nest raised the question of separation of railway finance from general 
finance and made aaggestions in respect of cltanges called for in the oonr'*ntIon on the 
anbject. After discassion, Pandit Kanzrn withdrew the amendment on receiving the 
nmnrance tbnt the Home would b i given an opportunity of discusalng the matter. 

Enquiry, into Railway Employees* Grievanoea. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya raise i the question of Government not accepting Iu3 Aaaerabfy'a 
leaoletioa in liR5 recommending inquiry into the grievanoea of the aubor liante railway 
employees. He described the attitude of the Government aa one of great lack of aympathy 
anif aaid that resolutions had sines been passed by the coofereue3 of employee! and All 
India Railway Federation earnestly praying for a oomm^ssion of inquiry. Mr. tf. K, 
Acharya gave a detailed list of grievances as received by him from employee partfcniarly 
in regard to low wages. Th:» pMght of employees was indeed like that of a drowning matt. 
Wenid not Sir Charles In neg with weight of hia antbority and infloenee coma to tbplf 
leaeoe by nt least agreeing to appoint a committee of enquiry t 

The motion was under diaenaaion when the Assembly adjourned till next day, tho 
S5TH FEBRUARY, when tho motion of Mr. dcharya was preaaed to diviiion nne oarrted 
by S4 ngninat 47 votes. 

Extension of Assam Railway. 

Sir Darpy Lindsay then moved a cat of Bs. 1 for drawing attention to the fallstie of 
the Ei^wny Boned to consider the ponibUity of railway oommnnioatien betwoea Gn i h ati 

89 
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tad ShflloBf. Tbli wm wlttidrswa on Sir 0. Hladl^ Mnriag tlAt Kotor tnwfpoil 
fOTfid bettor Chan Ballwaji In tbe Aimai Hill roadi. 

Deoentfilitotlon of Eailwey Board*# Vork. 

Hr. Eslkar neat morod a out toalieit InforiMtion whether the Bailwaj Board had aaj 
idbeno of dooentraliiatioD of board*e work and power of •aperriftoa and ooatrol lajii^ 
•preial etreei on want of oloee tooch of offielaii with pnblio opinion. He nrfed that the 
adrleo^p oommittee ihonld not ba confined to metropolitan oitiea, bnt ehonld alio be 
formed in mofonil. He enggeited that eommitteea be formed on the linei of thoie whloli 
eiiftod in Promiato which reference had been made bj the Aoworth Committee. 

On reoeiTine tbe amoranoe that all •nggeitiona made in the debate wonld be fnUj 
eoneideredi Mr. Kelkar withdrew bii motion. 

Gonoemion Batei to Indian Mannfaotnreri, 

Mr. . Kelkar next railed a grieranoe againit railwaj ratee of trade in relation to 
Indian mannfactnrera. He traood the hiitorjT of thia demand einoe 1915 when it wae 
BMde in tbe Imperial Legftlatire Ooanoil and said tbe Railway Department ne?er oon« 
dnoted proper inreitigationi into tbe application! made by Indian manntaotnrere. He 
inetanoed inter alia the caie of Kirloskar Brother! who mannfaotnred agrionitnral 
implement!. Sneh implement! mannfaetarerl in Rngland were imported at preferential 
rates by the Onstoms Djpartmsnt bnt the Railway Department took another riew and 
would not allow oonoeaaion eren when thia iniquity was drawn attention to by Dr. Harold 
Mann endorsing the application of Eirloskar Brothers. This was ultimately withdrawn 
by the moTdr. 

Regulation of Expenditure 

Pandit Kilkantha Du then urged that expenditure should be regulated. Heoom- 
plained that expenditure was growing more and more because they were all raising the 
itandatd of liring ndneceiwrily by imitating Europeans. This morning there wu a 
oiiw expressd that the salary of Indians should be raised to the lerel of Anglo-Indians. 
Why shonld this be done f On tbe other hand tbe tendency should be to make Anglo- 
Indians adopt a lower standard. At any rate Indians most not nnneoessarilj laiee 
their own. The motion was finally lost. 

Reduction (d Petrol Rates. 

Uol. Crawford by a token out pressed on the attention of the Ooremment the 
neoeseity for reduction of petrol rates and providing facilities for carriage of petrol in 
tank wagons. Sir Clement Hind ley premised to look into this question of petrol rates 
after eonsnlting tbe Agento and informed that they were watching the qoutlon of carriage 
of petrol in wegont. 

Odttr guts CH th§ agmda Win ntA mmd and fikaUy ih$ first hsad, ths RaHwqj^ Board, 
was pasndby gramkg fir it iha ndnesd nm af Rs. 98 

Inspection Demand. 

The eeeond bead related to inepeotion. Mr. Duraisam! Iyengar objeeted to the 
salariee of certain ofleera being put u non-votable while they should have been pot as 
votable. He based bis bbjeotions under provisions of the Aet whioh required that Inspeo* 
tore shonld be appointed by tbe Qovernor-Oenml in Coandl and as eaoh their eabwlga 
mnet be made votable. The Assembly then adjonrned. 

B Higher Appointmosts in 8. I. Railway. 

On tbe fi6TH FEBRUART, Mr. Banguwami Iyengar moved a ont of over Be. 9 lakhi 
to protest against the propoul of 6, 1. Railway to add to higher appointmente while ooa- 
tteniag to pay starvation wages to lower employees. He added that this railway waa 
moat inefitoiottt and that there waa nepotlssB. The motion wae lejeotod. 

Pilgrime* Orievaneea. 

Pandit Xnnmi by anotuer token eat raised tbe grievanoss of pilgriau wbo art 
soBBStissM taken in wagons. He brought thia matter partienluly in view of tiie lorlii« 
•oming Knmbha Mela at Hardwar. If it was felt ahw»lntely neoesaary to oafry_pl]griaH 
in wagons thenit stood to reason that iha mast get some rebato in torn. This waa 
wUbdiawn, ^ * 
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BedacUon of M Cloit Fm. 

Mr. noted o eat to arge xcdoction of 8rd oloat fam. Bedootloa ofleoM 

in xcipeot of loog loornoy helped only a ^itTj amail proportion of panmgm 

Sir Gharlea Innei, in opposing the motion, contended that the rednotion of fane on 
Baal Indian, North Western and Sooth luOJan Bailways bad giten a loss of fia. 87 Mha 
in eight nonths in spite of increased traffic. The Bailways had gone as far aa possihie in 
the direetion of redncing the lares. He empkasised that third olasa travelling in India 
was the cheapest in the world. The motion was lost. 

Administration— •Working Expenses. 

Sir Charles Innei ^tben moved for Bsi 1,880 lakhs in respect of working espenasi 
ander administration. 

Mr. Prakasam moved a cot of Es. S erores. He said the bndget showed that no 
leas than Ba. 65 were being spent in working expenses for every bondred rupees gross 
leoeipt. He elaborately mentioneii to the Uoose the rcsolt ol his examination of Japanese 
figures and their comparison with corresponding expenses incurred in India. Thos, 
while in India, between Es. 2,600 to Es. 4,000 were paid monthly to the Agent and 
Ea 6,000 to the Chief Commissioner for Bailways, the salary in Japan of the Chief 
Oommiseioner for Hallways did not exceed Es. 1,080 per mensem, in India Itself, tbs 
House must be aware that men like the Eight Hon’ble Sastri worked patriotically for tbs 
take of the oonntry on mere pittance received from the Sei vauts of India Booiety, If 
only the Government had fur 60 years tried to open up theso ranks to Indians, it woald 
have enablod them to run railways at half the cost. The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. Aney next moved a cut to protest against the violation of the Lee reoommenda* 
tion tor giving 73 per oent oE vacancies to Indians. During the year 288 apimintments 
were made, ot whom 188 went 10 Europeans, while only 86 to Indians iuolnding statntory 
nativea of India. 

Bir Charles Innei replied that on the State Eailway between April to Febrniiy 
86 per cent appointments hatl gone (0 Kurop^ns and 65 per cent to Indians and the 
reason why 75 per cent was not reached was the paucity of meohanicai engineen in 
Indin, bnt the Government, fully mindful of working up to 75 per oeut at the earliest 
poesibie date, were making arrangement for mechanical training and were empluying 
Bnropeana temporarily on short contracts so thut these appointments did not allcot pet- 
manent proportion of the service. 

Mr. Aney pressed the motion to division and it was lost by 45 against 48, 

The demand nnder head ** Working Expenscs-Administration was therefore carried 
without any r^oction. 


Eepairs and Maintenance. 

The next head related to the working expenses, repairs and maintenance and operatlon« 
Mr. Bhnnmugham Cbctti moved a reuuction ot Us. 60 lakhs in the amonnt of lO erorea 
let apart for repairs and maintenance charges of rolling stock. His authoilty fur moving 
this ent was tbo Baven Commiilce's report. This report had cleariy remaiked that the 
repairs were not being carried out as icunomically as they should be and that with better 
organisation and better methods of production, it should be possible U> reduoe the 
expenses to the level of expenses in England. The costs in regard to locomotives were 88 
per cent higher then in England, 100 per oent higher in the case of ooaohing vehicles and 
another 100 per cent in case of goods vehides. These worked out four and a half eicrea 
hlgker, but be pleaded that the Government should give an earnest of their intentions to 
aoopt the reoommendations of the Committee by sgreeing to at least half a ciore. The 
notion waa pressed to division and lost amidst official applause. 

The total demand under this bead namely Bs. 80,67,00,000 was then carried withont 


Other demands. 

At this ftsge (8 p.m.) gnUliline was applied snd other ten heads of tbs bfidgct 
irere laascd. Ibe Congress I'arty and in some cates also the Natiocaiist party sty tag 
••No** bnt not cbalkiiging a division. Thus alter 4 days* voting except that tho brat 
head the Bailway Bcsiu whicb was given a icdnced sum ol Bs. 88 ont of Bs. 8,48|000 
the Ballwfty Budget was sanctioned in catirsty. The Assembly then adionrned. 
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TH« Financial Statement for 1927«28. 

Dm Hoata iMMMnUad OB tiM /5r JMaCW ;er7 to hew tin •pcaeli ot «r BmU 
BLACKXTT OB the Evdgel lor 1987«t8. Ho oppreeiable ifdaetioB in taziUoa Is propoieJ, 
bttt Um dntj on «otor our And hidcsi ezpon diiijr on left ftod itaiBp datj on ebeqaei nn 
all to be ftitetedo Bene of them ledoocd end otbere ftboliibed. PenDftaenl feninton of 
provinelftl eontrlbotione by 8 md bftU erufet it mode ftnd Bonbftj gett the liQ&*a efaftre 
wbiJo Bengftl l§ reliofed to the extent of 9 lidchi Jcft? mg 64 tekhe. The aetnale of oxpen^ 
dHare vnder nllttftry lor 19S6«37 ere espooted to cxeeed ibe cettamtee by 68 Iftbbft. 

In the eooree of bit epeeeb Sir Beeil BiftdmU eeid 

Cefttont reoeipti ftoe czpeeted to exeeed the eitimete ^ 180 eioffei« ee a reeolt of tbe 
buoyancy of the yield Ifsoet teger end proteotiTe deiJet. TbeProoeedt in 1986-86 of the 
•ngftr duty were 71 tebbe more tban for 1984-86 end neeriy doable thoie of 1988-f4« and 
weM thongbt to here been iadeted owiog to ibe heory foil in the world price of tvpu in 
that yean Bat onr caatSoat ettimate of 670 eroret for 1986-87 hat now to beraited by 
lo96 ororei, Pretaotife dnticf oa steel in spite of their taeoen in giring proteelion bate 
aroffd anexpeetedly efleaeions in briagingin reTenae and are now cxpeeled to prodone 
8 J6 ororct at agahMt an etthnate of 8L86 crorei. This repreteaie of eoatee the total 
prooeedt of tb^ dntief, not thnply the exeete over what the ofdinaiy lavenae dottae 
woeld have bronght fa. 

faxes on Ineoaw are aowesthaated to bring in 89 lakht lets than the Badge! cetiflenta 
of 16.16 eroies, bat this it dae almost eatirely to an increase in relaadt in oonaeotion with 
doable ineome*tAx xelSef oonseqaeat on the redoetion in the tUndaid rate of iaoome-tax 
in Great Britain, 

Oar receipts Iron Salt were (ally ap to anticipations ap to the end of Deoember, bat 
tho hope, however slenderly battressed, that tho uvvr lindgot might bring a redaction of 
daty seems to spring eternal in the breast of the tall roeiciiant and the most recent figareo 
taggest that oleoranoes have been retarded pending the opening of the Budget. If so, tha 
Maroh flgares may show a snbstantial reoovery, but 1 have felt it pradenl toplaoetho 
stvised estimate at 6.70 erores, a redaction of 20 lakhs on the original estimate. 

The net reeriptelrom Oplan ate now estkaatod at 8.18 erorei^ att> haptoaMnl «l 
88 lakba on the Bodget figure, life were nndaly caulioos in oar forecast of the ianaediate 
eSeet of oar new poliey of restricting exports, while a {oor crop sacoirediBg three saeces- 
live hamper years led to a saving of 48 lakhs in onr payments to cnltivatora, etc. 

There Is no obange in the figure of 6.01 erores for the Bailway contribution, and 
among other levenae beads 1 need only mentkm a^ special receipt of 81 lakhs on aocoant 
of German reparation which represents a payment in respect of tbs period before lat April 
1986 and does not therefore go direct to reduction or avoidanoe of debt under the provi- 
sions of the Finanoe Act of 1926, 


Sxpenditnre, 1926-27. 

On tbs Sxpenditnre side the most important variations are an excess of 67 Iskhs in 
the net Military expenditure and a saving of 82 lakhs on interest on dead-weight debt. 
The latter is doe to the redaction in the rate of interest paid on new borrowings. The 
excess on the Military Budget arises mainly from the necessity of increased expenditnro 
on pniohase and manufactare of ordinance and other stores amounting to 70 lakhs. Un- 
fortunately this Is not a non-rcourrent but a recurrent increase explainable by ibe fact 
that we have oome to the end of onr power to draw on the surplus stores left over after 
the War. 

The revised estimate of revenue comes to 130*26 ciorcs and the revised estimate ol 
expendMure to 187.16 erores as ecm pared with the oiiginal estimate of 180.43 erores and 
180.88 crorrs. Thus for the fourth year in luccmion we are left with a realised aorplai^ 
The revised Budget of 1926-27 stows a baiaaes on the right side of 8.10 erores. 

Them figans arc diawn up on the lasis which has been enstemary for the parpoie 
of (he presentation of the Indian Budget for many years but, as pointed out by tbe Pablio 
Aecoants tommittce m their Beport on tbe Acce unts of tbe year 1984-26, tb^ do not| 
sirietly speaking, represent either tbe giom or the cet revenue and expenditure of the 
Government of India. A break of ccctinaiiy is always to be deprecated. 1 have not 
tboagbt It deafrable to dtpart from tbe method of presintaticn sanctioned by past practice. 
Tbiie ate Indeed drawbacks In tAJ (oiib that might be sdepud. Bat that tbe meaeni 
form if, in aome ways, ineanvcnient and may even be misleading it iliusmittd if oat 
expevienoe in 1926-t7. In aptto of oonsideiabie improviiaenu in the main Bevenoe licad% 
MbtnyiWpildnglo dlioow llmi the leviied mtimate of levenae for 19t6-S7 nohmST 
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It !■>>■■■ oia pit i d wHIi tiwi t%hMa ttotataMMlMi 

It II tMii li lkt tm Im wOck Btflviqp flfmtit Intgte liIttliniMif W 
ttMHtMs*. But MrcoUpli tadtspttdlitittA Itllwtf ttonili mMii||iiMr 
MlMMlilitBtMitlBtdeM^traMhiUHi&l^ Imrcfla UwitfMl iMfttltiaUlliM 
iKjiiil. TUltt Btilwty ooBtrltitiM to tniiij •■ origtBtlljr fttlatltd ttd tai miiip^ 

C l at titaiit whttew. Tht leTlted ftrpltt of SJOeiotit for IMIMTto lOtotaM 
It IlM ciital of ntoter tftr S tioicolf o fotl iMpcowoMMil ia ttr itfoato ; jtl ite 
mtoid tgwi lor itfeate fi Urn Uita tbt trliiitt Tit ttti* tl M tifoaat tat 
t i toa dlltf titiofged to below glte o troer tietofTta thto mmo^ Co the otbec htad. tbt 
an ifmt toad to obmie the BBOgBltade n the Ooftrnaeara ladtotoaoUflltoiaadel 
Ihtoivtadllan whtoh thej tad the AMenblj ooatiol. We noil tom to the gitot tgant 
It filtB odeqatto ooaoepttoa of what tbeee tie. 

Thtcrooe dpeadlttie of the Oofernmait of ladto iaoladlag the worklag 0 ^^^*! 
tl the Btllwi^ tad of the ToiU tad TeJegapbi tad Inrigttioo DeptrtiMati eggif^tt 
Will oftr too ofoica The extot dgaie to 004.71 ororee, Brea thto ligtn ttolwtoi 
tnttia WBtll fteae ol cxwaditare which tre khowa aet— aot gtoie— la oar tcootaia 1 
hteo aol toopond oa the Flataoe Beptrioient, to wboie lojtl tad ratotlog ithoan darlag 
the Badgel eeteoa the Ooteroaeat tad the teiemblj tad la t epeeitl degree the f lataot 
Mtoaher tie deep^ iadehtedi the talk of arriflagat eiaot flgaree la thUi ooaaeettOB. Fw 
tht parpeoe of pieoeattlioB of the facte to the Huaae tod the cotairpi the greoi eapeadi* 
loia flgiut ol 104.71 oroief oooTeji t eoffioientl j troe pietaie. 

Iho took of worklag oat toearate dgarea of oar aet refeaae tad expeaditaie leqaliao 
fielladatiy dec tofa Bo oa mtaj problenatloal polatii for eaaaiplei the qowttoa trtoet 
wktthor ovpeodltare oa the oolleetloo of ttxea ahoold appear ta cxpeadltaxe or te a 
dedaetiOB fiM the reaeoee railed by meaai of thoie taxci ; or tgalo, whether the latereei 
leoelfod oa tor tdftaoci to the ProTlaeial Xiotna Aeooaat ihoald he treated te a dedao> 
Itoa froai oar tatorait ehargee or ai teaeaap. Statemeot D of the Budget eete eat tha 
Agarea of aat leaeaae tad expeodiiaie oo the mbm basto at toel year. Aoeoidliw ta thai 
oar aet eapeoditnre amoaote to 84.07 ororee. Oao feet which the i^ana el 
ael Nfiaae tad expeaditaie bring oat with comawhat etaitllag oteanwM to the eiteit to 
whtoh aader the iclormed oonatltatlon the aetifitiea of the OoferaoMat of ladto havi 
heea tnuwfeiied Co the Provinotol Qofernmwiti, the fBOottooa eC the Oeatral GoforaeeM 
bilag Maiitod la the aiala to the defence ol lndto| her lelotloBi with the extortor Md 
with the Indian Prlnoei» Bui)or eommnaioationi, the Pablfo Debt and the Ooneaegr, aeme 
atooillaaeoai datiee in oonaeetion with labjeeto anoh ae eamyibafohaeology tad ieiearah« 
■ad the leopooelbUltj for geaoial aoperintaideBoOy diioottoa tad ooatrol of tho Pro? laoia 


Debt podtiea. 

In the yeor 109M7, while our total debt will haee laoi e a n d from 060.04 to 078.M 
ororwh oar etorllag debt will btfe droreaied from 466.85 to 466.40 ororee. Oor prodao* 
tlee dehl will haee iaoieaeed from 787 06 ororee to 776.66 orom^ and oor aapmaoilei 
dm will have deonwaed from 834.06 to 301.71 oroies. flattotaotoiy oalhioo Bgaioeaiw 
la tkigmlvM, tb|y are etill more ptoeilog la their reaotion oa oar Bodget oipoadltaii. 
aad aa tho rate of intereat at wbUsb we borrow In India whether for aew oapital oatlif 
for pradaotlfo porpoeeior for repayment of matnriag debt. Thanki audaly tooor pottif 
ol amkiag regolar provtolon for redootlon or avoldanoe of debt, we benowed ta Ike marhn 
la ladla al the rate of 4.60 per ernt. rabieet to taoome-tax la 1916 oi oomparid with # 
p« aiat taa-liii la lOlf, and the charge oa the Budget of 1037-66 for lalem oadato* 
weight dhbl toahoot 6 aad half ororee lem than It waa la I636>f4, a atTiag ooaildarahlf 
laigm thaa the total amoeat of oor pieaent provtokm fo.* redoettoa or tfoldaaoi of debi 


Badge! eetimatee lor 1037-16— Bevoaoa 

fhigmadiiaowdlearodfor tbopioieBCatioa of tbelgamof nvoaao and oipoadl^ 
laroof in7«ll. 1 paltboBot ioubm from Coatome at 40.16 oroieii aa toarnai ^ 
niB awwaofor tho orihtaal ooltomtoaad ol 1.46 orotoe ovor the mtoid oiltoMlo tor mi* 
tl. AUowaaoo hao heea mode tor a ledaettoa el ahito dOtokhe 
BMlaotlfedtMyeaploelowlagtolhociMlol theaew lliatladMtoy PiotidltoaBIII, II 
to wte lo aattoipali poam ledaottoa m the importo of etmorM oommto with temp 
h(ghigmoftepMlowopiam» fho rodaoitoao aador theoi two beodo ohoald^ how* 
am^ho oom a o ate id tor kp te aorami growth of meaae aador other he ^ ^ 

Dadir ito teTel oa laowaV I pto oaraot moilpio at KM otomf whtoh to 
MlihhimielhaB te ItatoM Smlar te oarfeBiyeiraadif lahkamoaitealko 
thi fUk Ml to dao ib pail to mm 





ikB U6l6LAll1rB ASSIIIBLir 



tnde ftatnllj aa4 te ptfl t 

Vhi««gtefticMiMi8€lftvMMfmidlM^ te MM? 
ttwgg^to lW>»8>i?qwwi^ toOB * 

Uader tbt btad •O^vni* wa lui?a to allov for a ladaottoa of Id par ont fa o«r t 
to aoooidMMt with tho polkgr ohaonnoad last yoar. Oa tha athar haad, tha aaooManihfo 
fadaatfaa which baa been aftoetad la tbe am of eoltlvatloB aaitaila car aataatoga 1 aat 
tha tfiia lor gicn meaoa licm Opiam at 8.88 cranai whfoh fa 88 iakbi kaa thaa tha 
snlaad 8f Bia for tha eariaat year, aad tbo capeadltara at 81 Jahha which la 18 Jahha 
}m thaa tha figaia la tbc rat laad eatlaiatca for 18S8-S7. Tha aet rcfcaaa will acaaidtof • 
ly ba 8.98 erorca aa ccaaparad with 8.18 ororaa la tbc correat year* 

Tha act lacalpta froai Bailwaya for 1888-88 were coaaklafably balow thcaa for 
1888-88 aad la a^ta of the laereaaed raloa of 1 par cent oa tha capital chargCt the 
OQatrthatloa falla from 6.01 ororaa In 1986-87 to 8.48 ororaa in 1987-88. 

Onr laoaipu nndar other heada of reranaa arc aattoMdeo at 16.70 croieai balag a 
ladnotICB of 1.74 croiaa from tha original eatimta for 1888-87. Thia aatlmata aaaamaa 
tha aaBtlnoanor» pending tha Inangoration of the ficaerfo BanlL of the preaent praatioa 
of aiadlting to xatenne tbe ezoew over £40 miiJkm in tha Gold Standard llmeraaaad tha 
taaoBM from laTaatmanta of tha Paper Cutttmj Bewraa. Tha amonnt of thma raaal p ia 
haay'Of oonna, been dimiaiabed aa the reanlt of tha rednotion both of tba Herilng aad at 
tha Qovaraawat of India rnpea aaearitieo in tha latter Beaerra. 

Oar total aatlmata of rerenne for 1887-28 ooBaea to 188.88 oroiaa aa oomi arad with 
m atIgiBal aatiaaata of 180.48 ororaa for liKi6-87 and a rariaad aatlmata of 180J8 o rara O i 


EipandHiire. 

1 eailamta oar aet military expandiiara for 1987-88 at 8198 oroiao^ or alaaoat tha 
aaaaa Bgnra m tba original miliury eatimata for 1886-87, bnt 86 labba leaa than tba larlaad 
dgaia tor that year. Tha diaappearanoe of poa-twar ebargea for daambUiaad otoM* 
aooaaata for a aariag of 64 lakha, bat thia oonntarbalanoad by tha antra prorMoa 
Beaaaaary for tha eapanaion of tha Air Foroe, by inoiaaiod cnpenditnro oa Improflag tho 
barxaoh aooommodation for both Brltiah aad Indian troopa^ and by tha nooeaalty for aa 
addtttoaal oatlay of 90 lakha on ord n ance aad other atocaa to which I haro alraady allndod* 

Oif 11 anponditnra 

, The aMBt aigBificaat wiatioa la onr dfil aapbaditnro from tho dgarao of the oamal 
your aoonri nnaer tha bead *lntaicat on deadweight dabt|* whioh 1 pat at 10 l 68 oioraiao 
oompaiad with 18j88 ororea in the Budget for tba oorrent year. 1 bate already drawn 
attention to the way in which onr iieady adherenoe to tha polfoy of amking ngnlar 
piorlalon for rednotion aad aroidanoe of debt and oonhning new borrowinga to p r o dn ot in o 
parpoaaa la bringing in an annual diridend to tba tan-payer la tba ab^ of a pragno* 
dWiy iaoreailng eafing in tba charge lor iaureat on dead-weight debt. Tba aaelag to 
groii intaraat obargea ia not leaa auiking and tba people of Indm aio aeenring year by yaafi 
la addition to tbo tan-payera* aaring on intereat on dcad-waigbt dabt^ all tba admniafN 
^ lower intereat obargea oa tba capital which ia being newly inreatad la prodnotifo 
worka of dafolopamat. Tbia benefit ia felt alike by tba Bailwaya, the irrlgatiaa aad tho 
f ooaat depanmeatii aad tba Piorincial Go? eramenta aa a whole to whom aa Improvement 
to tha omdit of tba Oovernaaent of India briaga a moob-vaload boon In bringing down tho 
lain of latareat they have to pay on tho aaau bonowad by them from tho Provtodal Loaao 
Faad ondlieat from tha nmrkat^ 



For tha loot two ycarr, tha Govanunant of India have bean acaklag giadnal^ to 
of tba ontt mado on tba advioo of tha Bationehmaal 
of Indiana enpeaditnra oa beneficial aarvleca. It to i 
i Committaa to aay that tome of tha eoto warn abort-aightod. 
d to ba adopted In tho naxiitlng financial altaatiOBt It wai 

t that enpanditam abanld ba redooid aad It la to the Jabodra of that i 

that woowo onr picaent ability to taba a aamewhat loagar flow. Among tbo now 
ol tnpanditnio, which faavo been approved by the Btanding Flaanoa Oommttlif, 1 \ 
draw apaoiai attenuon to tba Bva-ycar pragramma for tbe expaaalon of a dn oo tl a n In tho 
IrenUar Piavincca ana other territeriaa dircotly adpalnleiaitd by tbe Qavammmu at Indto 
Thltprogt8Bamawaidrawh op by tbo Gepaitment of Xdneatloni M iMtoM 
. _ Dopoitmont and wo hopa^cn^thatiitilnimlm 4 



t lltfU^ay] THB FlWAMCtAL nkmOSt >OR i9S7«t8 iti 

rnmmmm wtottog to Hit slkiraflllTlllti aC Ika DwpMr tf t wbteh latgaly moatPoH* 
Httkaprl^lcia.MlMrMtheOmmMiilol Xadtalt ooMtrmdiOf waiabfof aiar mat 
aervlOM wblbh bm mu biMi traarfarrail to Iba Piaftialal Qataro* 
wbaiaaspeiuNtaia la diraeaj aad obvioaaljr lalaM la Iba adfaaaanaal at iba 
•oaial aaU-baiiig ol iba ■ai a ea al Iba peapla. Tba praf nui<aaa far aidiliaml aspaaditaia 
on maltatlan and olher aerrloaa ara not jal ready. Ibangb tndlvldnal Hama aC ntm 
oipaodltBia an Ibdr aarrioea ara inaladad to Iba aaUanlai tor iat7.aS Tba adaeaUaaal 
piagraiUBa whieb astenda np ta taSl-SS fatalraa^ daring Iba dra y«ara, an addlMonal 
aoMaagrrlag aspandtlare of 19 and tbraa toanh takba and a raearrina axp<Midltafau 
rialBg gmdnally from 4 lakba la IW-fS ta 19 and half labha In 19SI49. Tba Hm 
tmmA ol addUianal capandUaia far tba jaaa t9i7-a9 la Jafl andar 11 labha. 


Peat and Talagrapba 

Tba IndiaA Poatal and TMagiaph DapartiMnl la, an the Haaaa laawaiai tiaaled Ml 
M a prodWarsiDf Inatitntion bat aa an organlaalton wbaaa anergiaa ara dtiaolad la aappiv* 
lag poatal aad telegraph tooillllea la the gaaeral onblla fa aa ton a meaaaia aa la 
aonqiiUlbla wllb the fandainentai prinoipla lhal Iba Diparta^al abanid mat bagbaidag 
OB the gniriml laapajar. Under normal oandtltona^ Iba amiblng fnpi w ea and > Intaraal 
ehargaa ahonld ba^aa nearlj atpaaaible, ibe aama at the framirraana of the DapirtoMBt. 
With Iba gradanl fanpraoemank to Irada. ft te parmiaalbla to hope that tba raraaiam will 
grow to aa eUanl anfltolenl to rimw a anbataatlal aarplna orrr worbing aipanaa aad 
totaiaat obargaa. Bat that bappj atala of aSaIra la not jat aetnilly in alabt, ft la 
^aar^ Ibaratorr, that any inrportant radnekton In tba proMBl poiial and telegraph ralaa 
aaaaol ba aemued wSthont aaddltog the gnamal ianpayar with the naoaaalty of paying p 
toMf aatoidy. 

la tba aaae of tba lado-Baropeaa TaHmpb IHraHaMBt, the a4tfmatwl not raaalls 
madUng to I997»9t abar a aaall lamaf B bdiba whieb la atightly man than tba Bgnin 
tolia a a mat yeaa, 

Oni aMaateof theaggctiala anpan ditn ta of tba Oovarnnunit tor 1997-19 amaaila 
liBtt aroean Oar eatimala of raranaa on tb# baala of citatfBg taxation la^M nlraady 
atnanL 199.99 omm, ratolttogtoa anrplaaof i.TOeroraa. 

iM aarfdna of 8^70 eroam for 19I7-19 to nrrired to on tbo nmamptlon that tbora will 
ba no denaitnm dnrtag tbo yanr from toe eetnbllabed rate of exohange of la. 9d. par 
rnpaa. Tm Haaaa wfll^ I know, daaftie to ba tatbr awd what eifeet a radootfoo of tba rata 
of tBahaafia Isam In id. ta In 4d. woald have oa the Badge! flgarea wbtoh 1 bara pro- 
oanlid. ftto by na BBaaaaaMf to antra at an aeenrata catimata. la a atatamaal whito 
tobatag ctoen tol ad totoqr, tboawnyaad rnrioaa ooBaidamtl-mt whieb beta to ba taban 
tolo aoeonnt In order to ahow the effeet of n lefnetion to la. 4d. on th>* Bndgat' for 1997* 
ttnieaatont in aoawdetntl. Tbo effeet on tba Bodgata for the fo!lowing yaara toalao 
aonafcfeiad to tbo aama atatament. Tba oantoaelon arrlrad at la that on the amomplton 


that daring the year 1997-19 it will ba annaoeaiary to eompenaata any Oorommonl 
mip\ 9 f m 9 In nny way tor tba lorn of approximately 11 per eeto.ln the ralno of thofr 
wagoi^ toe tedaotlOD of tbo ratio to K 4d. woold reeolt In 1927-28 In n total woraonlag 
of onx poaHfoa by 6.16 eroten I do not feel that It la my doty to-day on babalf ol tba 
Oorarnaaenl to nmka anggaatlona how Iba rainlting daloit of 1.66 ororoa abonld ba 
piofldedfor. 


Cbangea In taamkioii. 

Tba anrplno of 9.70 ororoa to arrlrad at on the bnato of the axiatlag laral of toxtton. 
Wito 9^46 oroiai of Pforinola] oontrlbation apart fromBengaPt oootrfbntlon of 99 lakbg| 
alUi ntoiqnidatod. to to obrlona that weoannot afford to giro away any Important porllon 
af the aarplna in redaotion of taxation If wo are to lira np to oer deelaied totaattoo of 
d to aat ln g oar Basaeial patley to toe radoetloa and arentoal extinotlon of tba Prorlaotal 
eaatrlbotloBa aa man an may ba Wa are, therefore, not yet In a poeltioa to ambe fall 
aai of Iba ralaabla report of the Taxatioa Xnqoiry Committee whom rMomawadatloaa 
too Ooraramaak and the ooaatry bara been elodying during the part year. I eball, 1 
bapa, bara tot appraeal off tbo H ooaa ta raying that onr general pellor ae regarde tana* 
ttoia oagbl ta ba direelad flrat towarde a more eqnitable dietrlhntlon off lie toeMenec^ an 
far aa that may ba attalaaUe with doe regard to the toher oanone off taxaifoa, and ton 
aboUtiaa off tlM impoata wbtob are obooxioni la pripofpla, each as eoma^of tba estothig 
adtpnrt dattoi^ aad tbto, when oar dnaaoea permit, wo ehonid aim at a gradnal redaottoa 
af taatlaa toalorol wbtob will gire oome relief to the tax-par^r and leara a torgar 
nnigla arallabla for the ProrlaeiiU CtoreraaMnte* naeda Oaee the Prorinelat ooatrlbp* 
ttona bwia bana aatiagatobad, wo aball Bad oanelrae to a ffrear atmoepbeia la wbtob ^ 
Maaantoiaitoa t am tom iottoanttoaaBtlialy « almoat aatliely from too ataadpotat aC 



sit TBB tMOtmjMVB AWtIIHLT tamwm 

iimOmktnl Wilt • Miftw M t.Tt vmm Itt Mmm trtiLlMAfl 

Mw M to p fop n sMIltoMl tostolM fnr fti piriinn nf iMw lit Itn MijllML" 


ltS7*S8thmf^ trtotoftrljMMl do mam ttoo tflMittfoor ehMgniLtoMflHi 
of whIelifrIUBOlbefeflOMljtoaiQdifjIhefiirpljM of fmiiM ow tipatoilMii 

XipoitdMgr «i«MoiL 

Tho till propoMli whlQh I lMoo*lD;pol'Mon ifctolBoow taooptolti tonfloi 
ttPOoToor^iiliiig^porf littlie%Oli 0 <oopoit<da|r^ dto <oppioO 4illpr m 

Tbofspoft dolp 00 bldt«tai(bORO<aood«anMH!ljpfiini!MI CbnuMoo OMdOto 9a 
laqalfy Oimimittco m Mfoiif itooiMipto doopmooitoofloot Vtotoodo looH | 
iBodopnwcl oooditloo Bed Obo dl o o ei in ioe ot hope ior not y o m -iten lam fooUiotoi 
Ibe roteotion of tbe dolj eooapl on poi^ fownoojponnii. ‘Vhi«oapMl4topoo 
wbtob to open to ione of fboiooBe dhjeoiioni, li !bolh taatm pw dno i toe ond iMpH 
borafol tboB tbe export tdoW-mtodee^iond 'vo.do aol Jeol liint om molsn portto 


j«BrtopropoM ltorAda0liion.orrtbniKioii. WtoJq, tomw r, : 
lion of ineq^ortdBW^aMtMitooPtosiagn Stow odttUlihoof 


ftqport tap. 

TlNieiipM«4oW«B too toffaurt to St tokbe m jneor* Oar iaoMV 

Ptoor^doaotpmftdfiliaMItiiaaioleMoni am Aadoorto oMonoof ooafBBBrttofoiis- 
ortvee for Hie Soae 'totolood. Fortaaotcdf^ opoain In n jportiton Oo aulnn pnaoad «UOb 
will •eooro tbo dtoeppiiinnoe od dhe export daty an Om w9k m aUtototo koi to llrt 
foernneondot tbeoMM tine aMier Malle ad^aalagei to ^ poodaotoi of tan. lintao 
oomponieeaia noa anoiflodto to eo rt e to x an It per aent oajf of Hwlr toOto proilo, Ibo 
holonoe being ofavded ae affienltarol isaone nnd thawtoe e nillloblo to taootoe-Onx. 
The pre p o tfi e a ofli per aeal. one baeed an : fc n pef fa et datoandtotor anqafflio Ohaer tbol 
Ibe BoB-ao rt oo to aai peoate of the too aeeipaafee oeeeant tool lenrt 80 per oeat af the 
whole. The Oaearaneatffheeeloei^prepeeelinft the export daW tt too ebeaM he aheiUto 
ed end that the tea eeBepeMeedhaald to’ ia to ae he aaaoeed to faoeaw-tox at iO per OMh 
of their telol art IneotoMohleet to the prottoe that where there fe a'toeiM forgrieatoo 
ond the noo-agrleBltaial praate eon tocxoetlj eoeeftotoed, toeene to rn toeald he aneaed 
OB the total of oneli bob ag r lonl toB il proite. Tho obdItloB of that oxpofl dnty oa ton 
ooala Of 50 hihha. Waeaqpat to grtta oddliloaol 48 lahhi haa toaoao tot on the aon* 
ogrlooHninl pio8li fa 188748 flatag to 80 lolte in 1080-f0« 

lapoil daW tn aotor ona^ oto. 

Tho next proponlwhioh the OoeaaaeBt hare to naka la one wUPh will, 1 hopot ho 
nnltoTfoll j popalor. We p re p eto that the Import doty on aotor eomohonid hoadnood 
frea 80 per dent, to 80 per oeat ^ eelon«** and the Import dotf on Wtee ftoa 10 to 
18 per cent. After mokliif ollowonoe for the atiimilfie to iaporte vhieh thie rednetlD n ol 
dBtj hi expected to giee, I eatiinato the ooet of thie prapoetl at 10 lakto enlj* tho 
redeetioB ie In aoeorduioe wiJl the riewa of the Taxa«^toa Inqoiiy Ooonnitlao whioh 
rightly drew ottraf hm to the laportoBoe of moooTaginf the derolopaent of aotor anno* 
port in India. Neither the Ooromment nor, I think, the Hooae woald M pertaihid If 
the Prorinoial GoTennaeBto eeiied the opportanito of thie radeetioa el the fapert dnty 
to impoie Prorlneial taxatfon on the aeeie of aotor oare for the iapiofeaeBt and deirtop* 
BHmt of their qriteme of toad oommanioatlOB, 

Import daty on lahber aeedi. 

Tbore will be fenad inolnded In the Fiaanee Bill a proriitoa for reaerlBg to the liil 
of artielee wbieh can he imper^od free of dnty rabber eeede and rabber etam p e whioh aia 
at preient eobieet to a daty of 18 p9f eent. ‘tod valorem.** The prooeede of this daty aia 
iBeeneMOrable bat it ie hampering an important ndokeoent iadoetiy In Bonm, wheat 
prodnetion promime to baoome an inoreaeingly valaable item la onr export trado. Tho 
Oovemment of Barma have made a apreial reproeeatathm to the OevemeeeBt of India to 
eap^rt of *<hie oonoemlon. We are very glad to he in a poeitioB to meet their wIiIma 

Stamp Da^ oa Ohegaei, 

I have one more propoeal to make for redoetion. The OovemeMBl havadealded 
to aoeept the riwoeemendatioo oMMie iad^pendeatly in eeveral qaarteii and OBdomS by ittrt 
Carrenoy OettmUuioa that the etamp daty on oheqnee abonld be abollehed. WkVIa 
Tfew to the devolopoMBt of the bankiBg habit fa India, we propooe at the nuae litoo 
to abelith the doty on other Biile of Bxohaage payehle oa demand. For tho aMMMBto 
woddaot propoio the aholilhmnf the otomp daty oa Billo of Bahhaago aol payahli on 
demand whioh aeqeifei failier oeaotdoralion and will Inaolfa n leii of ahoat 88 Uhl 
ftnttl»o dUahlt Uiat tho ahpiition of tkaatoiiw^^ Md 




|I4 TBB tlQltL4TtVI AMBOIff CMri 

if tin tiMHWiiltiiy Ilf ittirtni tin if liHig Piiiiiilflii Bilt Iw Iht dtatoftatta if friM 
iMMi tbi PmlBMite a wqr wliM ««dd Mp BoabqfibtteiifMn of alter Fiaftai- 
OML MBi alter lilotta Mil tefoaBdantf Ite ClnTiTiBiaif aC amMalaite t* 

bp tevtnf laaoaiaeto Ite nalted oarplai al lUa iawaatij aa I teaa atea^y 

ilalad,toi«IOaroria Ater caiafal aooaidaftttioa, baiia daabiai Ibal Ite M mp 
aalaf aardlfltedlpwil} bi to aoa a pari at tblaiarplBi lor Ite parpoia af laBimflha 
wbala af Ite laaiaiacief af tba PrarioebU aaalnbBtlooi far Ite poar 19t7*S8L Tbia piaaa- 
dan wlU pe^U aa to laeel Boaitep*i aaada la foU aMiaara aad aaabla bar ta balaaaa ter 
Ba4|il for I917-S8 wilbool la aay wap iafrlaglailba rigbla ar aroaalBg tba reaeataMial af 
aap af Ite atbar Prariaotf . Oa tba aoalrarp, llwUlbriaf ibaiB addillaaal aad walaoM 
nmt ll will carry with II rallaf ta ul Ite Proilaoea fiaai any Uabilllp to pap app 
aoatribalioB to the Oaatml OavamaBiU la IMT-IS. 1 oMp add la order ta auite tba 
ilorp complate, that wa propoaa alao to relievo Oaorf af bar aoalrlbalioa af Be. 18|0QPL 

Tbeee DMaioioo will exhaael the oerplaa la the Ceatfal OaveraaMot'a Badgel far 
19S7-S8 aad redaoe ta 1.19 oroiei the eotlmaleil aarplaa la the revloed Badgel of 191I-S7 
The prapooale eo fbr made regardlag the Piovincial aoalrlbolioBe, while fiiUp maeilag 
Bombay*! aeeda for 1927*18,. do nothliig to mate op to bar for the dleappointmeat af her 
cxpeetatloDi regarding a ehare in the prooeeda of taxee af Inaome under DevolntUm Bale 
18 la the paet year. In order that the Bombay Govern me nt may not feel that we are deaf 
to her claimi on thie aocoont, we propoee farther that a earn of 88 lakba oat of the elfll 
fenmining oarploe for 1926*27 abonld be devoted to relieving Bombay of one*half of ter 
aontribntlon af 66 lakbi for the enrrent year. We propoee to oonple thie epeefal ooaoei* 
•iaa with the condition that her Bndget for 1987*28 ehall ehow a balanoe on the right 
aide. I am glad to know from the flgnree of the Bombay Bodget piceented in the Bombay 
Li ^y ve Oonnoil lait week, that there la every proapeot m tbia oonditioa- being 

There lemaina a anm of 1*01 oroiea atill left nnalloeated ant of the realiaed anrplna 
ef 1926*87. 1 have already obaerved that the inangniation of the Bemrve Bank la 
1928-29 nmy aauae aome temporary diminalioa of the Oentral Government*! reveane. 
It woeld be nndeairable, if we can avoid It to make aby apeoml oall an the tax-payer far 
Ite purpoae of tiding over temporaip Bodget difflonltiea aonaeoted with the finanofag 
of the new Gold Bollion Btaiuiard and Beaerve Bank. The OovemmenI aoeordingly 
propoee to ntiliae the remainder of the realiaed anrplna of 1926*27 aa a neat egg either 
for the parpoae of relieving the Badgeta of 1928-29 and 1929*80 of temporary chaigea 
Inoldent to the inaognration of the new oarrency ayatem or for the pnrpoae of inormmtag 
the itrength of the reaervea to be handed over to the Beaerve Bank aa eover lor the acii* 
tene or for both porpoaea, aoocnding aa eiroomalapoea diotate. 

Bevenno Beaerve. 

The prooednre which we propoee ia to open a apedal Depoait Aoeonnt and pay into 
It the whole ef the realiaed anrplna for 1926*27. In the eetimated leeeipta lor 1927*28, 
there would be inelndcd a payment from thie Aoeonnt to revenue of the aum required to 
balance revenne and expenditnre in 1987*28, on preaent fignrea 1*81 erorea. The amount 
Anally credited to revenue in 1927-28 would, however, be not tbia exact amount but each 
anm aa may ultimately prove neceaaary In order to bridge whatever the final gap may be 
between the expenditnre for the year and the ordinary revenne, apart from tbia aaaiatanee 
from the apeeiaJ reaerve. In order that thie may be done the Government propoae to the 
Honae, at the time when the Finance Bill ia taken into eonaideration, a apeoial aupple- 
aaentary eatimata covering the tranafer to the anrplna of 1986*27. 

1 deaire to emphaike clearly the fact that the non-reenrrent remimion of the Provin- 
cial oontribntioaa muat be regarded aa definitely temporary, ao that if a recurring 
anrplnn ia not available a year, hence auflicient to enable na to make thia remisaion per- 
manent, it will be neceaaary either to reatore the temporarily remitted contrihntiona 
wholly or in part or else to propoae freah taxation. 

The Honae will reoogniae that even tfaoi^h the Government are formally aafegnarded 
againat the aoonaation of coonting unbatobed chlekena by the proviaion that the final 
portico of the Provincial oontributkma ia remitted for one year only, they are clearly 
taking the riak that if the monaoon of 1927 la apecially unfovourable, both the Govern- 
nmnt and the Honae, and in a apeoial degree the Finance Membtf , will be laced next 
year with dilBooltica whioh will in a mcaanre be aelf-impoeed« 

Our propotala are aleo open to anothmr objection which I ahonld be the leal to 
minimiae. They involve a diverelon of the realiaed aorplna of 1926-27 from ita proper 
application to the redoolloa or avoMance of debt The Hoaae will, 1 am eore, do me Ite 
Jnalioe of leopgniiiDg that I have not ben baekwaid Ib In i t niii g on Ite virtaea of 
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t a co t B riwi it waMiid tafplaiw hM eaa^cd ai to iatdiiiaaM oar owa find piiBnuMMil 
dibi ifdiMlSoB la Ifai Jail few pcan^ aad Uiat tbe Used prqgiaauaa rtnalai aaaNNilM 
aad iDfolna w ia aaj oaii la a charge of 5*1S eiwit lor redaetioa or atoldaaoiof dobi 
la IMT^ML Wo eaa, 1 thiak, jaMifiahljr make thie ooaortiton withoat dtajlag oar 
prlBelpliiilBOfdortOMeaioibiadfaBUgefor.lodia, eooaoaiie aad ooelaL aad ttooiUna^ 
loi totbo eaooMfal workiag of the reforan, whioh wiU flow from Ibe rtleiM of 5*iB eroNi 
of reeiaao lo the FTorlaow for eapeaditaie oa thote aafeioa-halldiBg ioreloci whioh all 
trao f rkadt of ladia aad of the Bclomit hate to deeplj at heart. 

Ffaallpy we ahoald aot be aamindfal of the feet that m long ai Prof laohd oonlrlba* 
Hone re»aiaid aallqaldatcdy the oeeatenoe of a bad noaaooBy wbiob woald afleot Pro* 
eiaolal flaaaeci arore diicotlj aad arare aererely than Ceatral finanoeiy woald the 
pooiifOD of (he Ceatral Gof eranMot an naeasy one in (he (aoe of dtmanda from the Pro* 
Tiaom for a mie ta nc o from the Central Bndgety— a etate of aflaira which will be fnudamealal* 
ly changed once we hate ocaied to eaaot any eontribntions. From the (Undpoint of oar 
Wayaaad Ileaai Bodget, the complete releace of the Pro? inolal oontribntlona make lem 
diflereaoe than might at Arm eight he expected. It ie improbable that the Pioflneei 
will And it expedient to embark immediately tm hcary additional ixpendilatOi ae itmo will 
be required for working oat pleae end progremmee. Indeed, lo fer ee the yeer lOf 7-tS Ie 
ooBoeraedy 1 nntioipate that the anrplne ol 1926-37 will, in eflroty remetn in oar baianoee 
aad be Ufailahle temporarily for tbe afoidanoe of debt, eo that the amount of new money 
which we aball nek for from the markety when we imee our Bnpee Loeo in the ■eounery 
will not he inoietied ee a reenlt of them propoiale. 

Let me earn np the Oofemmeat'e pleat for deeling with the larplee of 1926-17 end 
l9t7*S8|> The earient yeer*e inrplBi of S’lOororee will be rednoed to 9*89 ororee by the 
epeoial lemteikm of 98 iekhe of the Bombey Qo?ernmeui*e oontribotion for 1996-97. 
Aie earn of 9*82 crorce will be treaeferred in iti entirety to e epeoiel reoerte m that the 
lefiwd eetimate for the onrrent year will not exhibit either a retenee enrpiue or a defleit. 
The next year*e lurplne of 8*66 ororee will be topplementea by each nam, at prceent 
estimated at 1.81 ororee, at may be required to be' traniferred from the ipecial reierfe lo 
Older that the out-turn of the year 1997-28 may aieo show neither a delolt nor a earplaa 
The credit balance in the epeoial reierfe at the cloee of 1927-98, at present eetiamted at 
1*01 ororee, wW be kept in band ai a neet egg for nee in oonneotion with tbe inanguii* 
tloa of thu BOW Odd Bullion Standard and Beeerf e Bank. 


CondliKling tho Finanoe Member eaid 

Baoh of the three Budget! laid before the Second Amembly wai not only balanced it 
the time of ita introdnetion but bai pieeented India with an appreciable reelieed eerplee 
of nfunne Ofcr expenditure. The neceeiiiy of reducing tbe lalt lex from Be. 9-8 to Be. 
1-4 per maund in tbe Bedget of 1994-96 poetponed tbe beginamg of tho remimion of the 
Profinoial oontribntione. The Budgets for 1926-26 end 1926-27, rellefed Anally of the 
nnoeiteintiei of Bailwey Finanoe by the leparation of tbe Bellwey Budget from the 
Oencinl Budget, cllectcd u reduction in tbe Profinoiel contribntiODe umouotiog to 8.78 
eioieu or, if the Budget oontribotion be included, e reduction from 9.88 ororee by 4.88 
ororee to 8.46 ororee. In addition, the Budget for 1926-27 eignaliied the demise uf the 
nntefnented Cotton Exoiee Duty. In tbe Aret Budget, thii new Amembly bee before it 
propoeala for the oomplete extention, mt any rete eo for ae tbe year 1927-28 ie ooBOeiacd, 
^ the Prof incial conttibntiom. 

1 aooonnt it a great itioke of good fortune for myeeU and a happy angary tor the 
Ananoial work ol the new Aieembly tbet ite Aret Bedget ebould be the Aret efam the 
Betorms in which onr refenoei ere independent of emiitenoe from tbe profinoiel lex* 
payer. Bfsr elnoe tbe Beformo were ineugureted the Profinoiel oontributiona aam been 
a millifoae ronnd tbe neck both of tbe Central Qofernment and of tbe Piof Incial Gofem* 
amati of India pofeoning their motnal leJationi and hampering their emy aotfaa. 
Their qaality eftn nwre then their amount, bai strained tbereeoarM of tlm gim 
and the patlcaoe of tho leeipient. They bafo brought ouriee, not biceefoge. both to him 
who hue gifua and to him who hae taken. The year 1927-28 eete India ticofiom 
thii inonbuo. 

ItiatrMtbrtflMaMid oompltt. freedom hM iMIl to be won .ml thet w. .remiU 
iclying oa tho Budget of 1918-99 to oonsolidete the ground now eecopled. TU year 
before ue meet be dcfotcd to a farther and Anal eAort to this end. But meanwhile tho 
FrofinofolOofonmeatiwIllhafo at their immediate diepoeel iarg. addinonal iwnum 
•Sd thqf ooa tom ooaAdeally to the workol framing projeeto for the adfanoement of tgl* 
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GormBcati andt In partktnbv, FImm DepTfaptii nd 
mn FiWMi McBbenb m oftea tanoted with being hmnltm nnd inhimM, nad II !■ 
dn«bll«M diflMlI and oeomloiinUj daagczmifi townz MnlioMiiul ow flgnfen. Tbmia 
aMbiBg to oqitnn the imagliintton or fUr the emoiioni In the figure el fi.45 orocen Bnl 
irhat rOBMBoe lies behind thfi figure when !i le tnntlotcd into ependlng onpeoltj in the 
bonds of the lllniftefs In the Piofinoeo t It Is olweye wise, when disonselDg figniee 
aoeonnti^ to senembdr that money reyreaents nothing more than a power to conunand 
goods and sereleea. Tbo programme ot edncatlonal ezp^l^nre m the territories direotly 
adminlsteied by the Oownment of India, to which I referred earlier In my speeoii^ 
IntoiTCOOfsraperlodof fiyearsatotalcspenditnre reenrring and non-reoanlng, of 6g 
JakbSi In addition to Improved aooommodation and a higher standard of tcarming lor 
hnndicds of ealiting sehools and ibontands of existing seholars^ these 68 lakhs represent 
something like 600 new schools and 80,000 children brongbt within reach, lor the first 
tlnm|Oltliei>rivllfgesof odneationyrar by year. Wbat will 6*46crores a year, tians* 
flgnred Into goods and servloeS| available year by year in the hands of the Frovinoial 
Oovemasonts, mean in the promotion of bnman happinem, in the prevention of preventa* 
hlo disifase and Ignoraner, In the widening of the opportunities for a good life for many 
antes of the people of India 1 It Is In the belief that by the acoeptanoe of this Bndget, 
Members of this Honie have it In thdr power to promote the health and happiness of 
minions of tbo masses of India that 1 commend the GovernmenCa pioposals to the Honso 
and to thi oosatij 


Civil Aviation Grant Paaoecl. 

There was a fair attendance on the next day the 8BD MABOB, when Uie Bonos ant 
wUh an important motion, being a Bopplementary demand of Kopecs ten lakhs far Civil 
AviatSoa. nlr B. N. MItra made a long speech In commending the motion. He said that tba 
•money now asked for was really for acqnisition of land for a fnture air harbonr. The Stand* 
Ing Vinance Committee bad agreed to this sohjcct to the qnestion of policy being accepted 
by tba AsKmbly. The cssenoe of the policy waa to ensure that India shall have an 
cflcattve voice in the conditions on which contracts arc given for services tonohing hoc 
shores and that opportonitics were afforded for the investment of Indian capital and for 
training and employment of Indian pilots and personnel. From the qneitions pot in this 
Bosse, it was evident that members were taking great interest in the qoestion of avia- 
tion. The Assembly itself ever since its cstablishnieiit in 1881 has been voting monqr 
vear after year for expenditnre on measares which receivea the approval of the Standing 
FlaanoB Committee. Aeroplane transport services were started in variooi parta of tha 
world mostly in 1980 and sinoo then Bnrope had about eighteen tbonsand miles of air linss 
Inplaos of six tbonsand miles, America about eight thousand miles in plaoe of 8,800^ 
AtAiO l|600 in place of 900 and Australia and Asia where there were no air linss la 
1980 .had 8^00 and 1,800 miles respectively.. An important advantage of aerial over 
sMbito transjl^ was sp^. To the businessman, time was money and economy of timi 
Vaiw grem advantage In regard to goods traffio. Aerial transport bad other advantagss 
dypt^'iams transport. Carriage of goods by air bad several important advantages^ 
jjiftioidlirly in the csss of transit between different eonntrics. After explaining the 
giowth in air sstvioesjhi Great Britain under which the number of paiaengera and quantity 
of 'goods esrrisd bad increased. Sir B. B . Mitra said that in Anstralia the air aervioss 
were aov a nselnl and important featnre of regular transport ^atem. Japan too had 
tnhmi 4 an elaborate programme of development of civil aviation whieh would take 80 
years to eomplele. Aeroplanes bad been used in oertain oonntrica for administrative 
parpoees snob as forest firs protection, survey of trsots, anti-malarial operational ambn* 
laaes and medical dtttks eta It was, therefore, undesirable that India shonki lag behind 
other eonatrlea Imbaed with a spirit of progrem India which was a eontinent even 
SMia hugely henilitted than most other oonntries by the development of her air transport. 
As n matter of laot Buma Government was nlxtady making use of air service for the 
sorvey of atom 1,400 miles of forest and Creek country in the irnwadi delta. With tha 
development ol air servieea between England and India, the transit betwosn tho two 
ooantries wonid take only five or six dey», that betww n Bombay and Caleatia iem than 
It hOBisy of Delhi taleatta and Bombay within nine bears, Madras la a straight roate 
woahi be a little more than IS hem* ieuniM ana if night fiyiagdevelopeIhuuMi wonid 
hi leaehod within Mhogfa ^ 
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PMMdtai^ Sir BhupfscinniAth Milm mM UhH bovmr poor I«ite bt. oho 
cooid M wbollj OYcrkMik the nred for ibo dcftiopMt of hir oerlml Iniaipafi, Ualon 
ladia took wm octive iiitcrrst in tbii iMtttr, ibnowMlhaffoldiiigeroIlkittfiioopotl 
coarlaf Into the bonds of forrign cordtollsts to wb- • lodio ooolfl noi rofooi tbo right oC 
flight ortr her trrrit^irj ondrr tfrnio ofintrnioiifnHU Air Convention. Ho conroiod Ibo 
ImjircofioB ereotcd by Dewan Chamonlol tbnt ttie poliey wot to hoip BoglonTo Mppanil 
mtiitory odventnres in the For Eait» In.lbt; Bo«lgetof l927-a8 they hod provhlod tor 
the espendHore of obout Ba. 4 lokbs of wbiob only Ba. 70,000 woa iceovring ond the 
WOO non-rfcnrring. 

Coneindiog Sir B, N. Blitro c splolned the detoila of the aebcne nlitoily pnbtiihod 
nnd add the air borbonr ot Karachi woa being oooatraotod with flnoneioi oaoiatoooa tmi 
Britiih Oovernnent ond it wua only proper thot the OoverBOMiU ot Indio ilioiild ioHV 
OB take over the borbonr by paying bock to dm British Qovemment the money they oil 
mnding on H. Apart from fonr moSn oir borbonrt ot Karaebi, Bombay, Colontin ond 
BODfOon, it wUt be ncorarory grodoolly to provUo o obain of oerodronom oofom tkg 
moin oir rontei. With the opprovol of the S. F.<0, A. o snm of Ba» 1 ond obolt lokhi 
boa been entered In the bndget for 1987-18 to meet espenditore on the oeq oi iit l on of lond 
tor lntf*rnicdioto aerodromes on tbo main rooie from Korocki to OOleotto ond Bn ng oon, 
An odditkmol renaon for incurring this ezpnndStnre nt nn early data erao to tnoblotki 
Qovernment of India to rxereiao aome control on the roote adopted by lmf%n atemnll 
hi their fligbta aeroaa India. Tbia foreign nfrcnft baa nothing to do with tbo Impmlit 
Airwnyf Company nor it ft engaged on aoauaoreial fligbta^ then baing no yat nn OHO* 
nmieinl air roata traveraing Indi^ It la engagad on wbal la known nn atprthnwm 
world fligbta. 

After aome diaenaaion the Aaannbly pnaaed the demand of Ba. 10 kkha nd §&f(mrmi 
till the next day when the Bndget wna dia ana a ed . 


Geneial DiBCaooion of the Bodgot* 

On the 8RD MARCH, the llooae re-aaaembling, Hr. Rnngaatmml ITRHOAB^ CNnaral 
Bceretnry, Congrem 1*0117 initiated the general disenaaion on the bndgeik Mr* 
Iyengar raid that tbo bntlget bad left him in a depreamd auta in apila of Ikn 
Anaoee Hember’a aoand iinaneial metboda. The Honse bad repeatedly fnilid hi Mi 
attempt to exeroim ite power on neoonnt of oertifleationa. Tbo Oovomnmnli laalind 
of enbniieing their powera, «aa cnruiling them. He oomplainad apeolally of • bugg 
nnmber of votable itema which the Government bad made non-votable anota as poange 
Bwncy, travelling nllowanoea and penaiona of offloiala. Why thonid tbn Aaaamb^ 
be oonoidered iaoomputenc to deal with qoeatioaa of the carpet in the Oovomment Honaa 
in Calentta and atate oarriagra and motora of tbo Governor-QtnemI t It wia quite 
elaar that tbo Oovarnment did not trnat tbia Honaa. Tba Qovemment bad thia bean 
going on crippling the powera of tbo legialatore both boro nnd in tba provlaeait II 
waan traveaty of truth to aay that tbia Asaambly had the power to oondooatothi 
bappinem of the mamea. 

Aa for the main bndoet, be aaid the tale of reallaed aorplnaao waa that of orwr. 
aatlmating of expenditure and nnder-eatimating of rt'venae, n tale wbiob Mr. Gokhnli 
waa. tbo flrat to raiae in tba Imperial Legialative Coaoell, tba defect of wbiob had never 
been rectified. The Finanoe Member shoold baveu inatead of atarting bla provlaoinl 
leant fond and debt redemption acbeme, given relief to the tax-poyer. Then again ha 
proleated againat the propoaed abolitkm of export dot j on bidet. Hit pfovloealiad the 
indnatiy of bidet ond skina alone to booat of ami the prraent proteethm waa tbna propoaad 
to be withdrawn. Ho had received a proteat from the nWaa and Bkina MorebgaMf 
Aaaociation. 

Hr. O.D.BIRLA aaid :-**Tbo Finance Member, when preaenting the Bndgaiy nn- 
Bonnoed with no little jobilation amidet ebeera from treaaory benohea that be waa la n 
poaltion to place before thia Hooae a anrploa budget for the fourth year In anooaialoi^ 
1 whb, Sir, 1 alao had felt ae joyful aa ray frienda opposite on thia ooeaMon a^ M 
bean in a poaition to awcll the ehorua of oongratulatlona to the Finance Memw. Bat 
my difllonlty la that 1 eannot help feeling that altlioogb we have had the fbortt anruga 
Bndgri in aoeotesion we did not have it without retorting to a largo inereaae in taxailM 
wbiob tbo Fmnnoe Himber baa bem able to ooneeal throogh hit mampnlatioB of 
•xobanga. taking figorea for 1984-85 we find the net expenditure in jrmr wag. 
Be. m orarce wbieh ai the goldimtoofln i-9-l6d. rnling on JM iUwM o f tim y mr 
smaaBted to A 80 mUUoBi. The cxpaMfitnit bcdgaled far l9t7-«0 M W mmm m 
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9 mm ta*«tea im 199441, •• Imm np0i9gmiitgo,Meipiim4iBlmfol|old 
lkiimetBiita»llMCialiM|tiMef U. id. mmm to Aid miiUoM wfaloh mm we 
•tell te fpMdtai fa 199949 419 nUlSoiii boio iluui wo optnt in 1994-99. Sir, to 
qMlo tte y tn o ii oe Mcoifaet Monelf; bomj lepocMto aotU^ aoro tbma powor to 
oo— a n d goodo — d lOTiowad ttet betog oo he eouot deaj that he hai alioadj ia 
tte pcaio 1999*99 and 1926-97 caaetcd from the texfiayer ahoat 4 80 miUione aore tbaa 
what be got In 198449 and hj the end of 1997-29 he wUl hare added another 4 18 ndl- 
IkMtothle eiaetlon. In other wordr, in the triennina 1989.26 to 1997-29 ho wlU 
hare taken fien the eoentry abont 48 aUliaie or Ba 94 and halt erorca aore than he took 
ia the year 1924-86. The ml enrplae In 1927.29, If txf^iidiua wese kept at the 
Jeiel of 1924*26 eboeld have been ahoat 418 aillloae or ahoat Ba 20 erom, whieh la 
the Badge! preeented to the Uoaae la only Be. 8-64 erorei. It did not rcqnire any 
great eklU to preicnt a fonrth taoccaive sarplae bndget with enoraoaely concealed 
inovaard taxation and 1 do not know whether the Finance Hraher ihoald date any 
credit fof it^ It epeaka volnaa lor the pieaent nnatialactoiy ftate of thingi that by 
aeana of aanipnlationa the Finance Ueaber nae been able to exact aach hage aareente 
ae taxation withoat the knowledge and ooneent of the Aaaeably. 

Bir Victor BABOOB’B apccoh on the hadget diaeoiaion waa Important ae it dealt 
with a atatement on the clleeti of lab. Id, rapee aa he did in the Ballway hedget 
and waa leatriotcd to that anh^ot daring the abort time at hia diapcaal. Beioie 
doing §Of he leierrcd to the remark of the Finance Mcmher in reference to the aawant 
of revenae he haa foregone by remiaaion of the cotton txeiae daty. Sir Victor 
•aid **X aenaed a note of diaappointment in that the mill indoatry haa not expreaaed, 
•ball 1 eay aaAoient, lively apirit of gratitade for the relief afforded to it and 1 do feel 
that Bome explanation ia doe to the hoofe lor any aach lapae. It may be that any lack 
of warmth ia dee to the fact that though the remiaaion of doty relieved oa of 8 and 
hall per cent of the coat of onr product, the exchange policy of the Government baa 
penaited ua to4ay by over 6 and half per cent. In other worda we have been given 
what ii known aa an Iriahman'a riee. 1 wonder whether if to-day it were annoonoed 
that the leader of the hooae were to be given an increaae of aalary of Ba. 600 
p.m. provided that be paid Ba 1,000 a month more lor a comiortable reaidenoe leaaed 
to him by a btneOcent Government, 1 wonder whether we ahonld aee team of joy oonraing 
down hia cheeka t 1 doubt it and that moat be my exeoae for any lack of warmth la 
the expreaaion of gratitude on the part of mill induatry. 

Bow, let me turn to the atatement. Aa to para 2, I will content myaelf with 
laying that aa fail in the coat of living baa been negligible during riae from lab. 4d. gold 
to lab. 6d. gold 1 aee no icaaon to antietpate readjnatment of an adjuatment to a ratio 
whioh baa never taken place. In para 8 (a) 1 accept the atatement that there will te 
an extra cxpenoiiure of rnpeea ncoeaaary for aterling obligationa, but 1 cannot acoept 
tte eatteate in 2, (b) of a 7 and a ball per oeat iuoreaae in the ooata of local proouee. 
Bxpericnoe baa abown them that prices have not adjuated themaelvea in the aggregata 
except to a trifling degree to tba 1*6 ratio and ao 1 wonld toggeat dividing the eatimato 
by abont 4 and allowing aay Ba. 80 Jakba inatead of Ba, 112 lakba. i now pam to 
4 (0). Here the author of the atatement Utda cut the bogey of general dialocaiion of 
trade wboae parents are the two bogeys ealied aodden riae in prioea sod flnanoial effeota 
of a andeen drop in exchange or the Bir Baail Blaekcit bogey. 1 have previonaly ahowa 
the honaa bow llltlo the ooat of living haa dropped tbroogh riae in exchangu sod how 
liatle It, therefore, ia likely to rite through propoaed exchange readioatmeut. That die- 
poacs of the brgey ot high prioea aa far as the cootoiaer iaoonoemed. Now lor the 
bogey that a euduen drop of 2d. to lab. 4d, wonld canae an aente crivia, I ask how f 
To4ay Ipiportera have, 1 have been oreditabiy aaaoK d, covered all their forward com* 
miimenta. Ihey have it arnt the leaton of not floating Goveiument aeaoraooea and niu 
now* not gambling in exebange. A drop in exchange, therefore, would on the eontrary, 
engender oonfldenoe in a body of meicbanm who have been bavioga very tbin time 
daring the last few yeart and by atimolayng boaincaa offer an opportunity to the Iwge 
dais of naempleyed olerka of flndlng now aitnationa and tbns be ia a poaition to earn 
tkeir dully brtad onoe again. 1 therefore no noreaaon for eatiihatingadefieit oteroie 
in returns due to dislocation ot trade. On Metarn. Hardy and Tottenham • minute^ ono 
MUd sot waato time. If wa take Mr. MeWattera* note to the Cunmuqr Commtelon, wa 
flsd the eatimuted gain te eaaioma through n return to lab. 4d. rupee as being Ba. x6S 
lakba. Ba aaaumea adautediy no diminntlon of impoita. The antbom of tbo Joint 
aacmoiUBdinili Mcaara. Handy and Tottenbam ^ve what diminution they conaldar will 
fsano asd m this maaaa tom Mr. MeWattm* profit of Ba. 262 lakhs iatoalois,a 
tlffaics9a 9C^999 Mkkai I wiU cs^ aay that tt tte effeot of a U par uasl liaa ifl 



4 owmLij. huamtom Of tm lit 

atf.vtlMi of teporti to folig li teio oflltoitiaMM 0 0«oiMMpilit«ft4iip«a 
iOMltoliipiit4otoM ooderloh.41nipiiihi«ldUMNMtCktMlitoua lo Iho Qmmk 

MtooppN^iMj. 

VmI ibe 4TH MABOH. iMMiog 1km BoM dtoaonHo, Me. fffciiilrlMiM 
OHBTTt OMtendel tiuu tbm farm la vbtoh tlio wao pmiBtod wm giotolp mkk 
Mlog and the eonfoston woold be i— o f o di If Ibe act aoalrtbalioa tnm Iba BMI- 
wmy% «ae iaaladed ia the badget Farlber. be vaated that a Balliraj toaa faai be 
iBitliaied oa the liaei of Pr iTlnoial Loaoe la»C 

OoatlaaiBi, Mr. Cbftti aeked If Ibe Ck»fera«eal bee takea aaj elepe la reeeifa fiaei 
tbe Peiaiaa CtoferameBl Be. I aad a half aeene gttem ibeai ae loaa. Tbto woe gifM 
la a jear «bea Ibe Yioeroy doabled tbe eall lea. Doriag the laet Ibiae jeai% Iba 
realtoed earplaeae had aoMaated la Be Itarefoe aad alllleed for ledaoliaa ar aiaMaaoe 
of debt. Tbe taking away of ible bage eaai Iron tbe rereanee of tbe aeaalry aitilag 
apart for redaotloa ef debt la addidoa to penaaaeat reeiieilono nuule lor elalnv Ibd 
wee a Matter oa wbteb tble Honee ooald not oongratalate ibe Flnaaee Moeiber. bat ba 
aaieoervedly eongiatalated tbe Fiaaaoe Meoiber on tbe olerer manner fa wbtob ha 
OMi^ tbe ermye aad meaae bodget daring tbe laet feir yeare, eepeoially tbe lad a a H oa 
of eedb belaaoee in England wbiob latter aloM bed been broogbt down tnm 1# ofoiae* 
Bat the OoTemeMBt had been ependlng more money than they oogbt to aad they bed 
bem enabled to do tble by artifioial appreoiation of the enrreney beeauie the oapeaditare 
had iaeifaeed ia terme of gold from 78 million poonda to 98. Thoogb he wee kenntj 
alfeo to the mneh needed relief to tbe Madrae pro? in^ yet it tbe remieeloa of oontrlba- 
Itone waato be parebaMd at tbe ooet of permanent Ininry to Indto'e BMHMtaiy pyaleai 
then, he for oao woald refam to be a party to enob an arrangenmnl. 

Sir Pofnehottamdae THAE17BDA8 frit it hie doty to bie oonetUoeato aad hfi 
oenatiy to oritioiee the budget oa a few pointa Ae regarde the abolition of oi p ort 
doty oa bldee^ hie nb}eotien now wae of oonree greater than when tbe Ooferameat Oaee 
attempted to redaoe tbe doty. He woold. howe?er, bring in an aaMadamat to tbo 
Finaaoe Bill. Ae rrgarde tbe abolition of export dnly on tea, bo did not obimt to it proflded 
the Fiaoaoe Member wae able to oonrinoe him tbat the Ineonm-tax Oofommoat propeei d 
to lalm on proftte of tea indoetry woold not moan any injmtiot to the indoetry. 

An Kgaide lamimion of tbe prorinoial oontribotkma he woold not ooogimtniale htoi 
beoaooe tbe money now propoeed to be dietribotod wae taken from poor agrioaltarloli 
twenty fimeo non ander a policy which OladetoneonoedeMribedae law of foroe. Apjr 
profiaoe whiob thooght It wae a gift from the Central Qofernment wae labooring aad« 
a eary wrong impremion. Ho woold not be eorpriied if tboee who nadorelood bha 
problem eboold ebow tbe Ingratitode of refoelng tbe gift. Goold Sir Baeil Bladkott gifi 
tbo Amrmbly an areoranoe tbat the whole of thia remitted portion of oontribotioao woold 
be otilieed by Minietere in Tranaferred departments and not be taken away by Bceerfoi 
departmente in the prorinoee f 

Alluding to tbe effect of one and foor ratio, Bir Puroehottamdae mid that It 
wae admitt^ by the Qorernment tbat they gained Be. 5*87 ororee if they had lab. 8d« 
ratio. Than, ae Sir David Barber once points out, )ott ae much as the Cfovemmeat of 
ladm gaimd by the appreoiation of ropee there wae eo mooh that people loet. Tel 
Bir Baeil Blackett had talked of the romance of 600 aehools and 80.000 oblldren and 
aeked the House to multiply them proportionate to the figure of tbe remieeioB of oon* 
tribotion. But behind this romance lay the tragedy for the FInanoe Membaito pollpy 
wbioh woo diegraoefnl. What was tbe use of education when people were bongiy and la 
a oonditloa of semi-nudity f (Hear, hear). He wondered if this Hooee ooold be a party to 
a policy of maintaining a surplus bodget on the maintenance of a ratio of Ish. od. only. 
For tbo mke of preetige, of course otBoials ae well as a few non-offloialo had boea goa> 
gratolating tbe Finance Member but be bad to do bis doty to his motherland. 

Pandit MALAYITA urged the Qovernmmit lerioesly to oonsider rodootloa la military 
exponditore so - as to bring it down in a few years to fifty orores. He snggmted eooaomy 
by plaoing Britieh by Indian troope and that all British troops leave India. Hedid not 
agree with tboee who held tbat British troops were necessary for meeting oom m o a al 
trooblca. His belief was tbat tbe only eolation of tbeee problems was for tbo Oovma- 
omnt with tbe help of tbe leaders of tbe people to bring aboot a eettlcBtoBt. Pbadll 
Malaviya next impressed on the members tbe desirability of their soleanUy rmlielaf Ibi 
tmponoaoe of the ratio controversy on wbi^ mooh active oanvoming wm golaf on. 
Ho waalod both oideo to oonsider tbo whole imoe with a clean elate and addM wbalm 
•oaioe wii la tbo btot inteieet of tbe ooontry. From wbatovor eta^y^ho bad yds of 
titoiabioet iMbMtovidthatl-ewoaMpfmdiiiiitoima to tbe oowB^ Ho qiolod toam 
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if Mm. IMibbij Vmnil at IIm AllabaM Ooora la 1101 
ilM|do«niif themiat and alao ffoa Sir Dadibi lMal*a Blaoflte npait fa 
silt aidah tlM mm for la. fd, mott aoaadl j and the Paadit aoeeplad tSa ffow of 
iirDadlbh^ 

la aaaiadaK ap the diaeaieloD, Wr Basil BLACKBTT aaM wtmj anaben had araed 
that amre moaej shoald be speat aa soeh sBb]<!ets as safaraaae aad dalrj-faraiag. Tha 
aeaatititioa debarrad tbs OofsraoirBt of ladia fross ndeliig aamey inm tbs leeasiat 
taapaper la arder to oaablo ft to* eaoroaeh e? ea fer bsoefioeat pa rpo eee oa the sphere of 
pratlaelal OoferaoMala It might be that the Has was tea rfgidljr drawa aad SMire power 
»%ht be aeeded for csteodfag its aetiritks fate boiderllae easeSi This was a laattfr lor 
tha Btaialaip OosNslasiaa. For the preaeat the relief la profiaalal aoatrlbatiaBa was ta 
proMla the wcU-bifag of the iahabitaats of tbeproTiaami He was glad Mr, Yhhaadaa 
agiaed with tha Ooftraoieat ia thiakiog that ledaatloa ol motor datp woald bo 
'‘ ‘ I to tha whole of ladia bj eaabliag them to defolop aad Improve the toads. 

ml uid improveaieat might alao help la the ledaetloa of. mlUlarj 
smee In that ease there ooold be a Iras aambar of lorries la lemrvo for 
tha armj. 'Ho emphaslied that on the present atrength of the armj the espaadltari 
ooald not be ledooed witboot Impairing efielenegr. He ooold not bold oat the hope that 
tbefo weald bo ledaetloa la this eapenditofo la yeara to ooom If the army was tabo 
hapt at Its piom a t level. He did not want to be told that the Ffnaaoe Member was 
ataadiag la the way of keeping the army cffiolent, Prooeedlagi BIr BatU Bladnll 
i f fo rnt d to tha pita fer rcdaotion la poatal latea and said his peanaal elaw waa that 
wllli the geaml teoieaM ia the cost of living and legitimate demand for a higbm 
1 of the oamfott of the poatal cmployeo^ a reversion to very low rates preiailing 
war waa aol praotfeal politica. It ooald not be aaoBsad withoat a haaop aad 
lad anjaaftiable aahaidy from tbe general Uspayer largaly for tba' bmmil 
mat ef tba agrlmdtarlata bat af the eoeunereial aad tadaatrlal aB eteaww at tbe Fafo 
Ofoaik Alaay latotbescdaetleBof peetal ratee aad eatt date oaald aat ba takea ap 
aslil piavMal aaMribatlmm warn lalcaead fiaally. Biaoe 1MA« tha mmimlim^ 
iHBdioBaBdooiiMbBtioaaamaeBtodta IS eioieawhlah waabgraaa 
r iicoad fogt tha Ffo aaae Ifo mber mteied to t h a aigaaat 0 

Sff'goU valaa el the rapee dcmiMdedMtaa thr^tepqrathadB^dlmfoifoail lit 

fa a gi^ laU hathoi 

ia " 


iiref ^ 
mMMlramlMbfa foK 

the fall lawtfld ffwala Wjtpg taf*^ 


rthe 


trot that a great ilae la 
hafon aad alter the war, was a maior 
the rciloratta of tho cqoUlbrIom ia 
la world priom, act by oadiaage. Xvoa 
la Mi aad thie feet togetber whh the 
prooidid tbe amta explanation for tbe iaoieee 
eadbaage had sopplciacntcd the elleet of 
tha Badge! eqaillbtinm* 

Alladlag to tho chaige that tho Government had manlpalafad tnohany, 

Mambcr aaid that at prceeat the Ooverameal were the aathaalty to maaaip 
amalpalate eataeaw aa anoffioiale woald pat B. Up to tho time of the 
aC the Carieaey Commimion bis ehief ooatrihatiea to tho maBagef 
to pievoBt tho rapee from being driven ap aad for bryoad 1^ id. 
thii hi hid to reioft to vigoroai amthode of aumagbaieal. Mefthor in * 
tho flaa abofo one aad sis nor ia lotaiateg tho rapeo at oao aad Ma 
amwIdareHoBi amlaly in hie mind ; bat II waalo the alabili^oohh 
lhoho|BM 0 dbodgeiand ability to remit pmiflneial ooatrlbotieaa. A 

li. dd. woold play havoc with the bodi^ Mi; Blrla*e themy that a bbl 

tho j^loo ol imported artioko led to aa t n we oai la the qoantity of laapaem hod imj 6 
hoilotod to ho ifBOlod ae oontrary ta* aU aiperlme, Tha CMteiml Beaid el ^ 
wore fight la aatieipatlag a ooaMdaiahle fill la iaiporta If tha oxobaage i 
toladt Mr4 Biayaa*e ceUmato waa pnrpoaaty aa wadmmilmata. Hie 

that heth the ammpUoa that tbe wages woald aol have to ha iaorcae 

aad the am amp t ioa thah they ahoald aet have to pay a mnoh higher rate lor aew miair 
owtagloaohMlothetroioditwoiotatteely aatcaaM aad tha ofleot of li.4d.oatht 
Badgal for tho arsi yoor woold bo aotkmthoaaoviaaadahaUoioieiaaimmihlag 
Bhofoa oreioi la Itt9-SA ^ 

(FUBTBUt PBOCBBMBCB OP TMB ASSEMBLY WILL BBOlYBf Of TM SMO 
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tbs Rm ■e wrl ag «l te ThHii IrfarsM BeagU LgHdaUsa OmumII uw hrf4 an 
A t Ittb Y mmm r jf^WU tmAm sftarass a ia iIm Osaastt Ohsaiber, Cslaattk fbs ea|f 
taaiaHi tnuMualed sras a lanaal aae« aasMtr, ^ tidtlM af aatbs sT alhgisans I 9 
ihs ■ f b wn i af ibaOaaaelt With the aaoigilaa el ealj a law, ahaost att ll» aaa 
liwitai and iMtj a ni a rtim attsaM tin OoaaelL TIm Hosm tlwa aAfoafaad ta 
aathsuaiUdajyfiia tlth Jnaafjriahcsr the apfaing atliiiMi al ft. B. tlM Bavwasf. 
lAthacHnaeal hit spetShdatf^Ulai an thafatiial of J^ymrelijrHlt BsaeUeaai wtd 


The Gavaffaaff*8 Speech. 

•^imlahoaia naald coaaUtala the lateat otterial apoa vhlah tha FhrWiwilaiy 
OaaanMaa weald haaa ita laeaoimeadattoiia for «ha fateia. Dariog thoaastCweaMdhn 
iha OaaaeU waald taka dteidaaa whiali woald largely dHeriilna tha lataeaoi at Bnili 
Cfian tha ICtaia desalopiarat of the Indtea OooaMtotioa. Bevoaatioo of the iMMler cl 
aah|eota hy tha liccrKary of State dariag tha llfa-tiBM at the laat Ooaaell troald mm 
loaBmd oatheSlft Jaoaarj and they ahoald dealda whether they wiahed thatiataae* 
tioa ta eontiaae or whether they wiahed to laaaaM eoatrol of tha traaalenid oahiMti 
thvaaghthenMdfaaiaC UlahCer. It wenld be for him to interpret tha aetfaa aa lhar 
aright take, la oidar to give the Connoil the carlieet opportaalty of aspiaariag Sa 
wiriwa an tlria matter, a damaad for a eopplenmntary girniit for tha aalary al two MlaSlan 
woald ha aahmftlad on tha 17th Janoary, whioh wonld aaahla tha Ooaaall to ladlaala 
wimihar or not It wantad any Mlaiitera to be appelated, and, If ao, what lata aC aalaiy 
it waa pnparad la vote lor their remnneratSoa. If tha demand waa ipiealad, ha wactd 
aaowf IhatdaeMonao Indiaating thedeetraof the Connoil to am tha lavoaallon of Ihn 
tmaior canilnnad and he would Inform the Beoretary of State aooordingly. If iha 
dunand waa a eeeptad, be wonld interpret this as aa iadieatfon of thadeaira of the Ooaaall 


dnannd waa aooeptad, be wonld interpret this as aa iadieatfon of thadeaira of the Ooaaall 
to hnvo a lifnirtiy ap^nted and be wonld, therenpoa, do bin beat to aeleat aaab poMH 
aa appeared to have taa oonfidenoe of thorn who recorded aneh a deoWott. 

After raaalling tha appointment of three Miniatera after tha laat two genetal a l aat l a ne 
and icjeotlon of Miniatara* aalariea daring the hiat Connoil, His Ssoelleney aald 3 If tha 
preeedmt of the prevlona y*ara wer(> to be followed, appnlntmrTit of three Miniatera wodM 
naeaaaitatc an itnrqnsl diatribotion of efio'W he(wei?n Hindu and Hahomedan oom* 
maaiiiaa. In view of the rrgrrttsb!e riota which had rroi>iitly taken place betwcm thaaa 
two ohmmnniticf, which for the time being had ao embittered the relatione between them, 
anoh a conraa appeared nndeeirable. In the preeent atate of oommnnal feeling In tha 
pro? lace, be wne relnctant to appear to faronr eiilicr community nt the expanee el tha 
otbtr in eseroiaing the prerogative of appointing a Boropean ao a third Minister, f noiaaa* 
hig the namber of Ministers to fonr or reduolog it t > two, of these alternatively In tha 
ahoenoe of any indication of the wiabei of the Conocfl, he bi^ ehoeen the last .If tha 
deaaand waa aeoipted, two Miniitcre wonld be spimlnted but it wonld bo open to tha 
Coaaall to iadiaate Ite preference for any of tbe other mlternativef be had mentioned. 

Tnmii^ to the opportunity whiA wonld be afforded to the Connoil to ezpreaa ila 
oottSdenoe or wnnt of confidence in the Miniatera, H. E. the Oovernor said : When tha 
Coaneil leenmed for the ooneideration of the Butlget in o^^er that the Connell migto 
espreat ita oplnfoa ef each Minlator iodiviilnally, the Oovornmrnt would ihow erpafilsJy 
the aidary of each Minister and any member woul<l have the opportonity of espi^ag 
hla wnnt of confidenoe in either of the Minisferi by moving a tok**n iwiaolloia cl ona 
mpea In the salary demanded. If anch a motion waa carried, tha l!lol*t^»r wonld 
It wonld, tewever, be open to the Miniatcrc thrmaelree to decide whet^ or 
wonld stolid or fall together. At preaent, the trailitinn of j ilnt minirieilal respoMimlfto 
had not bfen eslabltabed, but Minkt rs conld elect to estah>ieb it if tbry » •laalt^ H 
•nob a motfon waa carried and the Miniatera rratgnrd, the Oovariw wooW aaM athWS 
and fnrthar opportunity wonld be afforded to the Connoil of rsprming iu aaea^naa ar 
otherwlai al them when demande for gronta for iranafcrred anhjacte were leaph^ 
lalwB Sidaatte of one rapee in the demand for tbe flriit gtant aatof 1^ ^ Yt m 

Mlniaicr far the departaaent of which he waa In charge was amved aad earriad, that manid 
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Mirfi bt toiirpiAM m a iMt of M mAdnot and woold bo Igllovod bgr IIm lAdgaotloa 
ofteMiairttr. 

Ooaolodiiig^ Hli liaelkaej lold ibot MiMMnk looked to tbeei ae traaleee of the 
eoao Mto tton ier maotiool doMonettaHoa of the worUag of the fepieientatifo qroten of 
OofonuBOBt Ib thii oooatix ood their oooBtrjfewii woold hoYe xeaeoii to theok theei if 
fa oddHioB to dmwiBg ottoBtkm to the defeote of the preient oonaUtiitiOB, tbegr oool I glee 
pfBOtieel proof of the odoptahility to Indtoa eonditiooe of the ejetem of Qo?eni«eBt, 
whkh fo he helteYedy they all deeired to cftablieh. << In a few weeks* time I shall 
he rstaming to Bagland and mj ooantrymen wiU be sore to adc me how far my Oyo 
jiOfi* oiporisnoe has etrongtheiied or diminished my faith In the applicability to Indian 
oondlllone of tbe system of responsible lepresentatiYO GoTemment which th^, cqnally 
with yoBTselYes^ desire to see established here as soon and as oompletely as possible. Of 
tho deieoie of the present coastitotion, 1 have been ptOTided with plenty of OYidenoe. 
Of the lihes on which it ean h^ improeed, opinion is far lose ananimoas and of the snooess 
of the esperiment aliesdy made the evidence is more diiBcnIt to prodaoe. I trast that 
in the lifetisM of this OCaheil of which yoo are members yon will saboidinate all 
personal and commnnal oonaidefatians to the necessity of proving beyond any doa^ 
that Parliamentary Government ean be amde to bring te the people of India the mine 
advaatage which it hao bioaght to the people who live in other parts of the King's 
DominionsL'* 

After H. B. the Governor left, tbe Connoil elected the Baja of Bantoah as its Prestdant 
aadadjoomed. 

llotioB for Ifinlalora* Salarioa. 

On the 17TH JABUABT, tbe bosfness of tbe Coancll was the election of a Depaty 
PMddent and the demnnd of Bs. 94,775 on aceoant of salaries of two Hinisteis bom 
tM Janaary till the end of the Ananefal year. 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. MOBBBLBY in moviiq; that a sam of Bg 94,776 be granted ander 
Iht ^^gsBeml administration** on aceoant of the mlarfes of two Ministers with cfleet from 
9iad Jannary 1927 said that aa tbe Ooanoil were aware no proviston for tho 
salarks of If inisters was nmde in this year’s budget and in the absence of faade Isr 
this pnrpoee, no Ministers ooold be appointed to take charge of tbe Transferred Sab- 
iroti when the period of revoeation came to an end on Janaary SI. His ExceHeacy 
fgpialnsd in bis spseob on Janaary 11 that if thedesMiid wbieh he was now ssovtng 
was rsjeolod, Bis Bsoollen^ wonld regard that feet as iadieatiag the desire of tho 
Oonnoil to see the levoeatlon oontlnned. If the deasaad wee pas^ His Bzoellenoy 
woeld interpret that as an indication of the desire of the Cenneil to have a Minietry 
appointed. Tbe isiee was therefore porfeetly elrar. Aoeeptanos of tbe denaad smaat 
there wonld again be Ministers ; iu rrjeetion meant that there woatd he none. 

Mr. Nalini Banjan 8ABKAB, who moved the Bwan^ist motkm for isfiwa], oaid that 
daring tbe last term of the Oonneil the Qorernment attempted thrice to fMst apon them ic- 
pagnaat diareby and thrice they falleil. The same qnestton had been pot befara them and 
they bafa been naked if they were prepered to allow Qovamment to ezhaam the aaiCMo of 
dyaidiy barled two years ago and to give it a fresh lease of lifg It wee not a icqaest 
IndioaliBga change of heart or invitation to co-opemte on honomable Isrms^ bnt a 
deamad for nncoaditfonal onbservionoo to Government in their nnfeaaoaable hmistenes 
that their own iden of valno of this constitalion mast be anybow vpbald inespeotive 
of iba real latesest of the people as they nnderstooit it. It was a test as to whether 
the OMemasent baa aacoeeded in breaking the spirit of fsabtaaoa that had giown 
in theft and ooold compel them to their third diofatloB. Tha ngisse of organised 
If sislanee in tbe legislatarrs initiated by Deshbaadha Das badwanervad tbe baraaaoiaey 
and tbi Briiiak pnblio and they ooold know no peace of mM nntll th^ bad ernsbed it. 
After icosmiing tbe reeaoae for tbe 8wa:s jlst aititadg Mr, Baikar said that soma of their 
frtsnds who aadsr tbe ihcn eiroematanoee aoeompaalai them to tbs aasm lobby bad 
Bssr boooow agieeabla In woik the Befonae andar tba ptassni gircomstaaosB aad ha 
waalod to know what bbange bad been bruaght aboat» Hat only had ao clwmfs bomi 
eBtstsd to' eaaa the .sitaatfon hat the Goveraesent had in the meanwhile hea^ on 
them fkaah Injnrieo, aa lor Imtaneo tho Imprisonment of over a hnndird of Ihtir yonag 
man arithoat trial aad tefamd to lepoal the rvpiesBfvo laws, Mr. OhiMaianJaa Haa 
Ib hia last daya hold oat an olive bnuieh and saggealed boaoorabla tarsm for oettle- 
msBt bat tbe proferisd bond of fellowship was not aooepled. Might tha epmksr ask 
Mr. CbakiavBrli, leader of the BespoBsIvIstp, whether he h^ f^vod aaar isspoBse 
tothe veiy and flemeBtaiy conditions wbieh ho originaUy Inkl dim oo a 

hMfe fGr his aeoaptaaes of Mfeisliy. Mr. Barker dselaiod that ia tks atgiospliffs 
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wMdb iht a 0 mBMM i t bad aliMt tlwir imt t(!ri« •( Mm 

agalM MMis oi b i pIwim nd tha ipirit is which the Tiaiiilhricd Dw>f flcMli had 
bcca wcrM dariog Iba ftna tefat cC tbt BefMed CooaeU whra the SwamJIaia waia 
aatef ttitidi aena t ita t ioii eaald aei be wctlftfl at aU to aaj pnrpoM. it had hm 
■aggiilrii that CoagraMM wua ahiikiag mpccidbilitj. He dM not know what 
mfcmibllitj eoold attach to a lliniiter who q n.'d not uofo an inch withoat the 
ooBacnt of the Goremor, the Flaanee D parlaent or the Beoretarj of hie Department. 
Lofd EUrkcahead would not oondoaoeail to tell them how far be ooohl ateet their idea 
of reapoDiibie OofcmtneBt niitil they iictfurmed the impoaBlble feat of workteg of the 
•Bweffkable oomatUotion. They know aed the Seerutaiy of Bute knew ihatdyai^y 
bad failed. Still at the point of bayonet, he would eonprl them to woik. Aa 
leprcaentatlvea of u eelt-reapeotiug people tliey eouiii unt but protmt aguinel uad 
oppoeo tbit attitode. Refatal to accept office might or might not lead to any deBaiie 
rcault iu the immediate fature, bat at the preMUt etnge of their national itrnggle, 
that mentality was far more important than any positive reielt to be espeoted. To 
the GoTernment be would lay tliat eeen if by laktcg adeantage of their diunnftcd 
front they cnecccded in gaining their ob| ct thio tirni. the apirit of reeUtanee in tbe 
eonatry conld not and would not b^ broken and woo Id go gathering etrangth under 
the eUmulna of their itnbbornnees till eoooer or later it could compel jnetlee and 
iairplay to the people. 

Sir Proraa Cbniitler MITTEB, cz-3iiniaur, nM that he bad not ebanged hie tlewc 
that dyarehy waa extremely noworkablo, bur. dyaic^ry was an existing oonatitutlon 
nad tMy inonld work it for the benefit of the people. When he was a Miiilsier, be bad 
dUBealtiea not only in the Governrornt but a su oatside. U the Minidere bad tho 
baching of the cenntry, they would have nchiuvi<d more good to the country in spite 
illhadeieataot dyarchy. 

Mr. J. M* SEN GUPTA, Swarajist K ader, said that the Gorernor was illogical in addng 
tlM to mpport dyarchy before m.'ikiiig a better coustitntion. Nowhere tbe inlaiy 
of the MinUtorc wai btougiit out withoat letting the people know wbe the Ulnlittn 
would bb. The object of the Gavernment was to kill opposition end organiention 
of tbe Swaraj Party. Whatever aighr bo the retnU of the ceotloo, the ipirll d 
oppoeiliuu and organiiatlon would nut be kilted even if dyarchy was resnieilated. 

The Swaraj Party's motion ref using the entire snm on acconnt of Mialstanf ndarlm 
WM left by 94 sotes to 38. Tbe Hon. llr. 3Ioberl<*y*s denmnd for Ba. 14,775 on ncQsnnI 
of Ssro Ministers* snlariee was thus carried. Toe Conndl was then piotegnad ilBc dig. 


Tho Bndgot for 1927-28* 

Tbe Budget Semion of the Bengal Uovncfl coinmrnocd on the 11 BT FBDBUBT 
la introducing the budget, the Financi^ Member said that with the disappearanoe of Ihs 
disturbing fnoiors nod better iusigbl into the woiking of tbe depnrtoMntiy wo haso now 
gut down to a more normal basis ami as the rrselt of that we base found oarmlveo In a 
better poaltkm to determine more accoraudy our trne linaoc.al condition and tbe amoani 
atailnblc for sehemca insolving ** now ** czpenditnrc. 

After stating the lignres lor receipts and espenditore, tlie Finance Member ton oh od 
brleOy on tho main items of cxpimditure. Ho said : We cuniinne tbs special graat for 
improvements In our Government estates as well as tbe ospendltore on the eolonisallon 
sehems in Snndcrleinr. Excise rxpendiiure shows Jittls vartotton. The esttanle Is In 
foot below the bndget provlsiou for the current yvar. We have had a good InoreMO In 
revenae from oar forests. Provision ha^' 1>cen mmic for charges on aeoonnt ^ tbe Daamdar 
Caanl project, flashing of n^.irrnb in»n;rpnr snb^ivnion of Nedia, ImpfOvesieal of 
fhe Gobta Nala in MnrsbUlabad, rnttmures of proucthm In Gtaatal sab-divim and ofsra- 
tfcma in Madaripnr Bliil route. The on!y new propoinl of any magnltnde li the SakroifrM 
Irrigation project In ibe dietriet of Birbhnm. This will irrigate abont tf^OOO aoiw oC 
lano. Tbt mock important new Item in the Jail Budget is the sobeme for a Borffiai 
taiUtatlon. The idea is to convert the J.iil at Banknra Into a Borstal lastitatkm and la 
piovido a Sab«Jail at thia place for ordioaiy Jsil uilmiaiotrathMi. Until tbn BorM^ 
Act is bronght into force, it it intendeii to coneuntrate all persoae briwcea tbs ages m 
15 and 1| with comparatively long sentences in this initltatioo. The polios hadgst If 
tamo what higher than tbe revised ^imate for the corrent year. , _ 

Tha maiA new ftesm 6f ^pimditare centre rooml better equipment el tbe cm, 
inelnaivo of better and more adequate bonsiog condiiions. There is also a Wiffi" 
Mrengthna thectrikifig strength ft the Calentta Police fotre hj the creation of an addUtaal 
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mlt a w i trt fag bib cKpenditaw. The «ltlef IlMi ft 
fwiaitr rt i i a tMfwr el la hw i ti f t tMraedt ha^fuffing the etmuMfstlon of priwuiy othool 
Aieiceemeeat hae *Jee haoi eel opeitCerthe fatttdvfltloii of m eObeae of 
■yiMlUfinii odMiMea ia aidele XagUeh lad High Seglith teheolt. We hate profided 
latheapfilalaeatofa pmleMor of lehurie eladieo oad ooUore te the peet giodoole 
dogatUMaa of the Gatoalta Uaivinitj aad htTo ognad to provide faade motmn for 
fboaoaUfaotleaofaHoeihoHalialtheDocot Ualvenlty. la the Hodletl DepoitoMaCi 
iho pf p p ot r d caq^itoio it aboat a Jahh hm thoa that ortlaatod at ohamro of the 
di paif f a f tor thooanaat pear. PaMio Health whieh we ineretoed iargtlj loat joar 
aha ohowa a luwar cipeaditaia la lM7*f8. la ogriealtafe, we prapoie to add aa 
additjoaolaapettodiotf tothedepattaaatia thothape of aa Agriealtaral Eaghieer aad 
ocftala ohPai^iitBTe will be aeeiaiaij aader thit bead la ooapeetioa with the tOheae for 
agflOBltaral adaoatlea ta Middle Xcgliah aad high tehoola. 

la the deparcaitatof ladaetri^ H ft iateadod to add aeir baUdiagt to the Seiaaipofe 
Woiviag tfohool. It it aow piapeted to ereot acw batidiagt for the tehool aad to 
ohgMOBi piogiMtIvoip la the aest thiae pcaia the giaat pioeed at the ditp^ of the 
Dinotor of lodatUitt for f raott-htald la taeh iaetiiatloBt. 

Oiaat hit aew Coaneil Chamber. 

After the pnaealatloa of the badget. Hr. B. Chakravartl, Miniiter, amved that the 
piopceed aew LegielaUve Coaacll baildtag thoald be catlidv atoae-f toed at the oott of 
aOi ti. 7 7,000 iattcad of a brick boiiding at the cttinatcd cott of Bt. SS,50,000. 

Tbo or.otleii wet Of^poMd bj the a^casbfrt of all partka The Finauoc Heaiber taid 
fbat ihrj bad alicadp raaetioned tor ibla poipoae Be. h5 lakht aad thep wanted Bt. 8 
Jakbemore. Hr. h. C. Boer, in oppoiiag^ taid that tbep wanted a atone baildiag to meet 
thoanowaof oonaoieiice. Bir abdar Bahim wattarpriard bow tho Miniater eoald bring 
•B^ a propoaal. In Delhi the amonnt id monej tbep were waa’ting in atone waa 
Ofaaplp caorKoaa. Bengal a ta too poor to have that loaorp. Mr. J. I 4 . Banmjee said 
.Ihil tbo Gonnoil Chamber with atone ontaideand brick within would be like the Boform 
lObcme to atatelp oataide and ao hollow and rotten within. Thia Connell wao 
Vailioitd Into csiatciioe with mneh pomp bnt nader protanre of the rnlco and the 
noHdeBtf raliaga, it waa going to be ahorn praetioallp of all ita glorp. 

' The metiOD wat negatived by an overwhaiming majority. The Connell then adjonrihMl, 

Kent day, the SSBD FSBBUABT, the iliit< tcaolnlion that waa moved nrged the 
naklBg of provlaion for the third Hiniater who waa to be a Mahomedan and it waa nega- 
tived, 88 voting for and 78 agaiuat it. 

Ueleaaa of Bengal Detennea. 

• Tim naat reaolntion nrged the hnniediate relcaae of Bengal detennee restrained either 
Begnlatipn 111 or nnder tho Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. It wae moved 
tm Hr. A. C^tterjee (Bwarajiet). f he mover bad not conclnded hie apeeeh when 

tha time Bird for diaenaaing the adjonmment motion regarding the shooting at Kbaragpnr 
arrived and the Conneil at onoe prooeeded to dieonaa the adjonrnmeni motion. 

Adjonmment HoUon on Kbaragpnr Btrike. 

Dr. B. C. BOY moved on adjonrnment motion to disonss the firing on the Bengal- 
Hagpnr Bi^way imployets and strikers at Kliaiagpnr on the 11 th Fcbmary. He said 
hie objiot in bringing the motion was to make two points olear. Tha first waa the 
•MfBiebt mmle by Sir Cbarlea Innes in the Aasembiy that no more violence waa nsed than 
waa neoesaary. The pnblio would not ba satisfied with that statement, nnlemitwaa 
tcHed by a mined ocmmittcc of enquiry. It wao not denied that violenoe was naed and 
tha qacillon waa whether tho Haglatiate was jaatified in calling oat the Aaniliary Foroe, 
Um mimben of whieh were men with whom woikera and strikers bad already been at 

Baba Attil Cbandcr. DUTTA said that this was a diapate bHween black Jaboor aad 
wbll* capital a»d the Qovernmeat thnw ita weight on the aide of capitalism. Tbia fight 
waa part ^ a b%ker fight for iho freedom of the eoantiy. 

The fien*b]o Hr. HOBKBLY, ia mplying^ laid that they had been told that workmen 
got catlicly oat tf ooatad el ibetr kadera oa the night of lltb February.. Tbera waa a 
mictlai Inal fillet at 7 n,m. aad at aboat 9*80 p.m. a large aamber of m«i vartoaa^ 
wMlpSadalbitweniadOiadliOOBfaehedtoyiiatatleB. Tbty attadked the Hgiial oabkia 
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g| etjoirinid Met IIm thcM tMi vmsf •»! irehi in poMMloii of ilieMlon* f)ii 

DiiHtdl who wat ol Cwmspor imBieilSttcly wmi for oraied polioe o^ ^00 t# ; 

(hcrotOllMi wtth tho Polioo Sopenoicodeiit oinl finiaq Totlwoy clHottri and tried to efcur thtf ^ 
piotfortf. They got Ihe erowd to uote iiOwa. Tim men then eontMeaced to etone the' 
oMile aiiil p^toe oAoeio retreOhM to tho ftotiem. IMhrtng that tho altoatltiO Wii’ 
b o y e nil eho power of 10 or 40 anaed poliof, ilit: Ditiriel Mafiotmto ealled OOt thO 
Amttliiry Poroe which ftTtieei at About 10*30 |». itt. Oonimuiar, U<) mhi that After the 
arrieal of the Auxiliary VoiOi) tl>«y wvie AHheti to clear tiiM^ pan uf the platfotiu wh«^' IhO ' 
Puri Bspii^ W8i held op. Aeounling to rcgulaiUia, the Auxiliarj Poroe dArd bayoaola' 
to their piftri. The Auxiliary Foreu wm veecired with a aboweroC hriokhataaadOho ^ 
people laj^ dowo in frout of tho Furi fixprees aai ooiuideiable difficulty waa experlMioeil < 
la geuiog thon to BMte. 

The beet aicihod of dealing with a Mowd widch waietonin^i! vrat toget a§ oloieto> 
itaa poaeible aad that waa what diit. The caaalatica fOnnd in the lioapital aamlMeed 
teOy aoeea alightly and three or four acrioutly injured. Apimrently wimt happened waii 
that aa the Auxiliary Foioe wero moving ihu crowd, tlo^y pricked them with thefr heyoiivte. 
There was a ** dip-end ” and atiparcntly aomc of the crowd aucl membera of the Auxiliary 
foroe fell over, wbioh night acoount for aomu of lljb injuriei. There waa ne proper 
hayoaet obarge. 

Dr. Boy So the llon'hlc Monbci ia prepared iQ deny that AnsilUry Foroe bad v 
anything to do with abooiing 7 

Hr. Hoberly 1 abaolntoly and c-nipiiaitcally deny that. Continuing, he aabi the 
Auxiliary Force waa armed with ball cant i .‘gea, Tlis re wai.onc oaro of gen.diot cammd 
by bnemot with which the nnnvl Foiie*? v/ciu armnf. lie bad a letter from ilie 
Colonel ComniaiuIiDg tlic IK N. llnilway R gim' i*t to tl:c efftcl that on liio nigbt ol Uth 
February tho Regiment did not lire tiny ::'.ot i:iid that irnniuuitiou aotl riihj* \v«fri* oh<ok d 
audweieall found to bo ctrnct. Cent inning, Mr. tlobcrly aaid tho A»iataat Polioo 
Snperintendent came back with a acclioit of tlio armed police. He found a nomber of 
men atoning a rmall piokt t of six or aovrn comtabka. 

He tried to move the crowd back to buxir. Tho crowd fell back aa tar aa the 
entrance to the baaar and from there they fitoned the police. A numircr of policemeu aa 
also the district Police Supcrintcmlcnt and the ARsiatant Police Superinicndciit were 
injured. Mr. Cook, Aaaiatant Foitce Su|icrintcr.fknt, rcpeileiily warned 4iio crowd that 
if they cotitinncd to advaitoe he wonid have to fire. The me^n did not obey aud Mr. Cook 
iarued order to two conatablea to fire a round each which they did. that time there waa 
no Aoxillaiy Foroc in the neighbourhood. 

SnbirqneDtlj, n w etion of Ihe Auxiliary Force came up and reinforced the police 
and n linio later the District Magistiaiu came Ih to. After the firing toik placr, tbd 
crowd retreated behind a corner and again tiinw SiMiiLa. 

The matter was taikei out for tv^ o ainl a bait Iiouih, tho lime ariottcd for cliacutait/u 
of tb» motion, after wbldb tlm Cooiicil rose for the day, 

Rnloaao of Bengal Dotoiauna. 

Kent day, the SSllD i'i'iBKUAUV, after inurptllaticm, &.xi Hareruiranaih Chawibnil 
moved n motion for ndjonitinient of the House ior the poiiKMeof dittcuMiug a matter at 
urgeBl public importance, namely, the recent buogtr atrtk>t of the Scaual d^nuoant tti*f 
inacin. Jail, Burma. The President fixed G o'clok in the afternoon tor the dii««aaioti ol tito 
motion. But aubn^ocotiy Rai Harcudranath Uhaudliori withdraw hiJi mcMion io erifiir 
to allow the diacuaalon of the ressdotion for thoir rehas^ to eontiiuic. 

There was a long debate in reply to which Mr. MOBKBLV, Itonir. M. urWr, 
rebned to the recent ipceeh of the ' Viceroy in which Hla Bxcclicct y stated that tli** 
G ovu fnw ent were prepared to j«*Ioaiu* flkm the mometit w**ri' ialllHe^l lUtit 

their telense wonid not defext ibe prevention of (e»4iffit outragia and Raid that ait Irougli ' 
H wan obvieoa thnt tnfoimatfoa about a^mrci organisation could b£ oMnim’d only ftoin ^ 
pMiona who were or had been members of tliat orgatiiaatiao, wbetber til*'/ wer.> det nticf ’ 
or al large, he moat empbatically denkd that any agente |xevaeaf.rer§ had c^er Vwn 
emf^eyrd by the Polioe in Apart from the UnmovtkiUf of the eeurt*, tli4 terrorist 

oaaaphaoy waa far too aerioua a asatter to be tritied .vith and the objeet «f rhe Goy4*rh- ^ 
MM waa to Mlaim thtM who bad kaaiega in that dirr^ion, not to »ld ro thetr numiief. 
Iha:floanrnmcnt never nuemptrd to takn aetiun againiii every «n«twljaniii-ey kn,«irth 
bnmmkvl with Die eouepliacy.. Nor did th.y ciaim to know i ttryone who war ee*-^ 
aaelcd with It, They did dtal with thoin? whom they ko.w to be ka ltiiand whli-the 
MB itirgiffirM el aMmiwii aud they did daim lohave diMirgautscath'jcoBvpti'aef^io 
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ft mf grcftft ftgltftt SvIdfMt off Uilt Iftet vm ferafiM If Ikft l«ll wkkk foilft»!d 
Uift ftMfti tftte Imdifttcly ob tlia pmattlfUtidi of <1w OidiiiMMe •• atapftrid witb 
tte MCOCNloBftlofttnitMdftriBftteprcenliiiglS ombIIm. Boom of tboM wbowcift ftot 
ftifoMi bowtWi MOn brgftft to orgonlte ogftift sad tlio rcfolt of tbeir ootiirltiei ««■ 
teooglilloliflitlatliolliidt of arm onii extilottvcn at Dokdbiactwftt aod la Caleatta. 
fia pcnoM who wira ooBTielcd la the Dahahlarowar oaia won mpmllile for tho hratal 
■otdor ol BftI Bihftdar Bhopeadiaaath Cballerin la the iUi|ioi« Jail. Tho M of 
■fttwhOo for tho onaolman of eaptooinr la Dotajer aad Howiah loot Jaly, tho iod 
of loidtd honhi la Ohlttofouf lait Aogoft aad the Badol revoNoriaad boabanady 
fhr loodtai ^ OakatttaJaot noath wen ootwaid aigao that ft ooaaptra^ atlll oiiated 
aad waa fSllwIdeipra^. 

Mr, Moharly read astiaeCa fma the followiog aai:tng other doeaoMata which hail 
hlM laoaally aetacd ahowlag the onatallty of the mtmbera of the li^rroriet organiiation. 
The iral waa fnai a letter wliioh waa foaad ia a hooee aearoh la Janory aad nada 
** Jtoa-oftwpemtiOB will aot aradooe aay good leealt now-a-daya. The preoriit oonditlon 
of tho eoaatfy la aot fit for that moveeMat The m that ia eotalag ia an em of b’.oodabcil. 
That era la the looat terrible aad yoa are the bereea of that age. Perhapi^ yoo oau 
ifMda Idle at the piraeat awiaeat ; hot a tiiae will coow whoa no one would be able to 
naada laaetlfiL Iberefore, 1 aay, prepare yoaraeWea for that tine. The day la near at 
hftadL Acqain atreagih la yonr body, rid your Bind of fear aad awake enoogh force 
witbiB yoo. If freedom ia erer aobiered la India, it will eomo throogh blooiiihad alone. 
ladIfteiB aanr be independent without bloodabed. Why India alone, all de|iendent 
natleae and ooontriea hare become indi pendeut throogh tho path of blood. Terror 
mat ha inatillad into the minda of the poople. They will hare to be s'lown that t^e 
Bcngalii know bow to die for their country and to ahed blood for ir. When thia fact 
can M drlrea Into the bonea of tlie people, the country will blin* op in flamea, aneb flamea 
aiaanaoaaeatingaiab.- 

Tha aroond extraet waa from a atatement made by a prraon arretted under the 
Orimiaal Law AmendBeat Aot within the laat few weeke, ** It la abaolntely neeee- 
aaiy that *nbdliono aplrH* abonld be foitered in yonngmen and they eboald be 
enoonraged to take pan In tiolenoe. The Qofernment wookl take draatle etepr, 
bat ib^ eboald oonrt eatrenW maaearee of the Oorernaaent to create anarchy and eliaoa 
In the omintry, Wa thought of mardering a few informere and active 0. L D. officera ; 
bnt that wae not onr Almato aim. We were preparing the revolntionarlea to take part 
In a general riaiDg by gnerilla warfore. We eonepiied for a aiioaltaneoni rlalng in all 
diitiieta when the rirolntionariea would attae\f the polios linei, eaptare their guni^ bam 
ranepolieotbaiiaiaadtaUft We know that the Qovemment wonld post the mllitory, 
oppreae tba innocent, and bang many men and eventnaliy ornab the movement, bnt atll! 
wa oentared to bring it open the oonutry aa the people wool I get aomo precedent to take 
pan in thia in fntnra. Men become more bold by faiiorea and oppreaalona and we wanted 
to eieata onr atmoapherc when people wonld bo killed by bnndreda We wante.1 to aee 
$6$ blood Hi oar ooBatrymea flowing by torronta. fleoret organfaatiooa have bei*n formed 
in every diatriot, in many anb-divlaiona and in the vilJagea There ia a Central Com* 
Bitica in Oalontta wbioh gtidea these dietriot organisations and eopplies them with 
books and armg. All the iffalntionariei ate taoght these blood-thirity idea, their otter 
balpleiMMWi, tho lotilHy of open orgaaiaatlon and aboat their extiaotion if they do not 
ftai M Immediately.** 

Tha third eatiaot waa takea from the report by a Sornpeaa Polioe OlBoer of a 
coavonatloB with aaother tcrtorlst who was arreated at aboot the aaom time laat month. 
**Bii aola itgiit waa that bi bad aot had aa opportaaity of hillfag aome polioe ofltorr 
•ft Ibit bt might bavo aaovifloed hit own life for the good ol the eonatiy. He weald 
kftVp Offlialileirrt it aa boaomr to go to the eoaflold. He italicod that it waa Impoiiible 
IA tho BriiHh cat of tho ooaatry ; nor wae ha aasioas that they shoald be 
dllfeiioatiBtllibeooaatiy was ready to ralo Itoelf and lilt noald be aat Into tbo 
IHlicOi hodlio of tbo ladioao. Tbio motamorpbomo ooald only bo btoogbt aboat by 
oamtlfti ft **itballloBe** opiHt In tbo ecaatm, aad tbio rebolUooo opirit oonld only bo 
oftitisftlod If Bftitfn>o* «Bk oo that of Saftal Lai «bA f^Bhaka. Tbofardem^ 
hoii^la oftoli oaoo icoftltnl la an amaeiag Impetaa la tho lavolntioaafj Boame ft A 
11 ho had bid ft bomb te blo pomemlea hi tba Jifl ha waoid qallo oheerfally hoio 
thiovm II at B 0 « aot «• aa ^Uahmaa wHh whooi ho had bo qianol hat ao aa 
oBlolal aad a poUooogOB. Ho woraod mo that tbem wm aamhBo of othmo to take 
ap tho work wbera ho hid loft of.** 

Mi. ItohBf y woahl oiih tho m t mh o r e AK tho Ooaaoll It Ihtf oo i o l dg w i d that tho 
fatlo whioh ho had oet forth woio mb oo woald Jaolil^ ihoQonnuMBt IboobIb| 





■BUAIl or BtHOtf. DIXnillB |tf 

f» thi owa lMiw tl» <yphny iMi iMft « Iw Hg p iwm , iM Il iMPli li 
l i p tu tbh lor tin foraor leod gri to mivt H la a doo^ofoao Hm tm if iiNf oo 
dtiM. Bo liioafto ttao ootid tolf bo too Miatc. Tlio otoiplitMif m Umni 
IlM Mftfrioli WON tboN 4Uid tlmiili il hod HiU Ml lolly itoofONd fnoi tto 
dlNf|oaiN^ h o nHi o mI oyl onP^oianioo won tlNdttir loiof oo. Wtth Iho old 
leodofo bodk o|^ ft ooold» if tii^ whhocl. opeodUy ho Ntlv^ lo ito ami doMotoao iono. 

Mr. Moherly Mst oome to iho ooeoml |iotdt la Iho Tiootop*« ipooeh whloh loitoioii 
ciooify wbolhioolwoyohoeotho|iolley ofihtQoNNNoali aooMly, ihol Iho loll t did 
nol Hfoite to hNp oay perooa oader rootfdlai a Maoai loogor ihon they OMld holp { 
hot helorathofiolNOodbliB,thoy noli ho oatloM that ihoN wot oo lOBgir agy dOMor 
ibal ho woald omploy hit froadom la takf og port la iho lorrorlii nofeoMal aad H wot 
bcN that ho woold appeal to tho euoeboro ol iho uoaooil to holp iho OoveraiBoal to omio 
rapidly fa tho dlrcoiloa of folootlog polltioal prlooaoro tliaa had hitherto been pooolhlo 
by enattog aaatiooiphoralawhloh it woold bo mfo to lelooM thoia. Whai ho ai^ 
woo that leodoro of pobtio ooioion aod tho prew ohoold oaraoertodry oomlooio iho OKthodt 
rf terrorfaB. tho eolt of the leroWer and bomb nordor aod daeoity ofoa thoogh iho 
obiMt be polltioal. He did aoi aek that tho patrlotlom aad oothaeiaiia ol theN am 
ihoold be belittled; bat he did lok th*wc whooeooafiotloao woold permit tbom to do to 

to itreeo the fact that la empleylog methodf of terroriam tbeM mea were mligoldod aad 
WON mlMpplying their taleata, that far from atlvaaoiag the oiaae of their ooaatry they 
were lotaniiaglt. 

He boew that then wen nme who bellered that tho preaottooeoieat of ailraaoe 
which waa made In 1917 waa extorted by the a oe e e w of a former terroriit oooapliaey. 
Thfo waa abondantbr clear from the wrltiaga of old fevolaiionariea. Boob pomaa OMiy 
belien that no forther adtaaoe would be aecored eseept by elmllar methoda ; hot he dhl 
not think thot they eon oomplafn if the Got rnment toko mnaorea to counter tho BMtboda 
which they odroooted. All Gonramenta wore bound to oooept aad mnt the oholleagi 
of xioleat ooeroioB. 

Referring to the ohorgea whioh hod ham amdo la tho pren thot the irMtamt of 
then men In )aU bad led to general deteriofotloo of their health, Mr, Moborly mid 
thot although the Ooremment regretted tho neoenitj for detoialng perioaa io Jail oad 
fully reollaed thot neb detention wot not on Ideal oondltlon for heolth, It woa oniiootly 
watched by medlooroffloera and eyorything poulblo wot done to treat them if they fell III 

Mr. Moberly csonolnded The sltootleo la Bengal Is not yet looh that leadere can 
be nleaaed again to take their plaoei at the head of the terrorfat eoaepirapy which la far 
from rxtinet. The preipeoto of expediting relaxation of reitraiat will be rerr greatly 
improf cd if yoang men who oiganise and join the terroriit gronpe can be made lo feel thot 
the publie condemn their policy and that tliey ore himlerlDg rather than helping odYaooe- 
ment. of their oountry and I would once more aptwal m'«t eariioctly to leaden of publio 
opinion to create an atmoephere huatiio to terroriam ao Uuit ruieiute can be made moN 
rapidly and safely.*' 

Detoile of the Debate. 

One notloeable featnra In the diteosiiion of the irselntion on the nlejm of deteDoei 
wao that except Mr. Moberly no one opporod it. All non^dBoIal Indians supported too 
motion. The two Blnlatere dhl not rote. Bupporllng the aaotiou, the ^l**'*^ 
the arrest of political leaders waa a more against Ihe Swaraj 1 arty. Mr. Akhil Doito 


that the Chnrernment brought them Iniu citotcueo. National iat lea^len, Maharaja KatoM 
and Raji of N.mhfpiir, aupparted tho motion as th^ did not bellofe in the esiatenoe of an 

or Ih. Moilm P•rt^ *Mle 

■paMkliwMIy iiirpMM.ire.wUaeN,WHoppoMdta IwWnIt. <I«U«iIob wKhont trM 
Md wked bit follwreit to .boy tho r(oo!«bio pooled by the Mootoio Loogo. 

•t DolM. . . ^ j . 

Mo. J. M. Boa Oopl. doooribed tho pic* Ukoa tbi» wltaoooM woold bo la dw^ta 
OMoof .pabH.tri.1 m IWio Md dtod oooona mMt whow ladton ^tn^ j^epoM 

oiMhot iSrtitta .1 Mwwod. ir t«rior«im rtMl o«lot^ •* 7 Hi 

pawns aailerfMnitloa hid aothlog to do with tt. A. wgM«|o. It; 




Mi tiM ■ww^e^'SiVMtetiM Hm vMllSniij. Atitr tin PwMItnt 
Mlltfli mried, VCi itm 0mpto ^iriwfMifir<t«Aed IwiMtioa. 

ViNMDt: DUjMMf 

Mr.SoiOa^: Im ant btaiiteaMm that 

ywiMwrt : I xaSa It tet aa jm iavaaWaM^ dl^M«ia aftar mj dteWM aaa glm 
toyawr.fiaMiraadaal mailwfadjuaM-tya^, jwaavffi not be catitlel !• teeaii 
yoar lite aa the whIbHm, Ihe haa MMaben aat ]fr. Bea Qapta dM aoi laoMl tlidr 

ThawidatieBfarthaacfcMeafpaiMBalyrieaaewwaa carried by 71 afriaitfi. fhe 
Coaadl Ilia adjoanwd. 


Badgat Diacaaaiaa. 

Q^aenl dhaaanim ef Ihe badfel oemawni m the tttb rflBEUAST. Aaeai. 
paiitlfe^ thfa hmm bate iMlIaiDay la the eoaat aUeoriaa paid by the aanben la 
the diaeairioa. B^aal waa deaeribad hr aaaM aMalbna aa a ■aateraleae at IllaaiaB 
aad fall af iaaaehn jaggllag, flefecal M e Mhe ia eampSaioed that eaoagh tiae «aa 
ael al?#B to thraita al^ the b a dg et aad eaihe aagfestioBt Th«y regratted that ia 
fba badfft tbera waa a# MOlfea of aay aahem« or delloite policy. Tae Coaaall 
thfa adjcaraed la weal aa the mat day, the 1ST M AECB. when after three baan^ 
■aa a aar l pt atoqaeaea the Hoaae had to be adfoonied till the llth March for waal 
af a qaaraai. BeaM ridrlera aMBibcra apehe oa Che rmall aliotmeata made ia the 
flaamncd Df-partMata 

Mr. A OaaiMI-Fonaiftar figiatted that aa allotmeat bad been aiade for the 
Mldaapoaa Labaar OaSoay aad far aalting the beggar pnAikm. Oonolading he aald E 
waa tliae that the Oofenuaeat woke ap to the Bet chat Saropeane had aetoally naiie 
op their nfnda that Chqr weai goiag to trice aa aotire part ia pjlitioe, that tlwy were 
going to pot forwaid propatitiOBiaad aee thrm oarriAl oat. 

Dr. ProBOtheoath Baaaeill referred to the isatioo of oorreoey ami mid if the 
Finanoe Member loebad lo lha waalth aad proCperity of the aoaatry tha apaakar bad no 
oljeoilOB to liatea to bha on tba eontcorcrual earfi»ncy qacatioa. 

Mr. S. 0. Bay CHowdhary, Lebcar Ifemlier. oaM they mant reeie^ the prepoitarons 
demand of the Bombay dijanoii-it aid iiK'ottrialiFta fo fix the ratio at eiatcra peace per 
rnpea In eopport of his oonteniiMi, he qeotrd eziiaele from the letter wiKtcn by a 
Bwara jilt lemler Mr. Satyendra Mitra now confined in Mandalay Jail who said **IIy 
riawa ahoot the coming camacy legiaialSoa are not ia agreement with Bombay eapitriimOi 
Tba real Infereata of the lyota will safer at the lower rate of ezebange. The inleieat 
af tba aapitaKst aad the general pahlle E at rariaoeo ia thh imr'icaUr eaae. Tha whole 
prtmafaaM of denanding the aisfeen penoe per rupee E engineered by Bombay eapitalEta 
of Bombiy cotton miila.** 

Bir Abdnr Bahim aaki than in oidcr to lolt^ important probloms, all pcarineiri 
Qomnmentt sboaM awet the Oovemment of ladE to disenss what khould he dona and 
nEoanggealcd to itarl a modem Jom palEy for Bengal alone. The Boose then adlqaraed. 

0# the llTH MARDH tlie Iloii*b!e Mr. Donald, Finanee Member, who had no 
Oppnianity to reply to dlieomicB on the last oeeaiion made a idateimiit. Beplyliig 
to aome af lha orilEEms of non-ofleEl members, ha said altbaogh they had boon 
aide to hrianoa their iceeipta and capenaee bn waa not aatfafied with their fianaolri 
pailti^ Their flnanam were inailiqaaie for their need^ The Uon. Mr. Donald than 
iflcfficd la tha poblia health depaitaient and aald that the lata Mr. 0. B.- Daa had 
handed OfirlohEia aehema for pahUe herilb otganEalioii. Ha pasaed E an to hE 
depaitrent hot them had been no ciamfBalk» of that tebeiM tor aome tEsa whlob waa 
fitbefdna to Dr. BeotlgyE nboeno). He bed mncti to esy open E wh<ni bodget waa 
paeanibd. Ha wrided fbe mE wbieb ptefenteil the Fiaaaoe Dep^nmaat from patting 
latobadiclsohenMitwbElbtbcy’iuMiaotaNnoreiamiBadaBdaanfeaiilt of that baoantd 
tali the Canaa tarigy that they had aeeepted the priaeipE at tl^e oebcam prepaari hf 
Dr,.BcafkywblabbaaMd waa flr.|>aFejMhemaforpnblia.benlUiargaaEotEn In Itim g ri , 
WbiE tba ariMpa waa ifiirEd mn M fril,iaiy aan riiin bEnmi at maney , agy bat waas 




Votiag om f#T Qraatt. 

The dtMMittd tor gniHt wti thm lalttilid Iqr tlw Him'blt Mr. MOBBBLT wIm 
B wd* a dmanA lor gfiat ol Bi. 94^000 for eipaiditBia nader OtBoial AdateMi* 
lloQ, A BOibtf €f a rto adoM i ilo wen owred eono anUiig euti ud nben nMag 
grasti for partioolar departmeati. Thera were 109 aaoh motioBi on Ibio damaiMC 
nim of whleb wm mofed on thie daj aad in the oeae of one oaSj the Bwatalieliu 
with the help of aoBoe of the fhllowere of Sir Abdnr Bahia, were anoowfal. XlaM 
with thia eaall aaoeoM the 8waia}iat8 and if ahoaedan aeahara called for dlrMon on 
eeerj motha thqr aored and in all of thea th^. wen defatad, though not hg a 
large niajorlty and in one eaa than wae a tie. The flrat aotion in whieh tho 
Bwanjiati dalaoAed the Gofernaent waa the denand of Ba. 8,000 nnder the head 
< Staff and Hooaahold of the Qofemor*. Otha iteaa in which enta arae not aeoeptad 
rdatadto the pap of the Prlfate Baontary Ba 84,000, trafelling allowaaea of tho 
Militarj Beemtarj Ba. 7,000, Qovemor*a Band Batabliahaent Ba. 70^0001 Qofaraoi*a 
Bodjgaud BatehUahment Ba. 1,18,000. The Connell then adionmed. 

MlBiatar*a Salariaa Yoled. 


On the IITH MABOH the ConnoU nieelad by 98 ntea to 88 the aotton of Dr, ?, 
Banerlee, Bwa^ta, totally refnaing Ba, 19,000 andar the head •• BaeontlTe OonnoU** Md 
thereby ralaing a oonatltntional laane. 

Then after 8 honn* diaonaaion the thtee Bwara]lat nothma againat the MlnMiy 
were defeated by an orerwhelning majority. The flnt motioa moved by Mr, J, L. 
Bannarioe (Bwarajiat) waa apdnat the total demand of Be. 1,46^000 1 the aaeond aaoUon 
waa for the iMoaal of the aalaiy of Ba, 1^,000 of both the Miniaten and the laal 
one for the nfnaal of the aalary of one Mtaiater, Ba. OipOO. All the thne BNHana 
wen negatiwad, 89 voting for aad 78 againat Aaaong Hindn OMmben on^ Bwaai* 
jiata aad among Mahomedana Bit Abdnr Bahim and hia followon anppoitad the 
for rafnaat 

Mr. J. Lb Baanerlee aald that the Miniaten Icet ooafldenoa by not voting tar the naoli* 
tiondemandiMtbenleaaeof thedetenneaaad inaot going to the aoonoa of eonmnaal 
riotA Mr. B. Chakiavarti baton election aaid that ao long aa the datanna wmn not 
leleeaad, no one ahonld aeoapt Miniatarahip. . The detenna wen atill in jail| yet Mr, 
Ohahravartl aeeaoted a MiniatanhiD. 

Mr. Ohlknniiti, MiaMw, Al IhM th« KiaWwi bid hMl Joiiit rwpoMibtIbf Md 
tiNirdiitewoQU tetoMmbow th. a eii iiiwiilt li.. H* dMMted th. poll./ ilat wMtld 
be followed to Uat 

llr.MO.BaMHidthMtb.piM«t MlnMni Mtthw .^opad th* waAdMM. ofM. 
HoMiMrwMCMMato M th. Hom*. Thqr inn ntboD«d oa th. rM. *( M 
guNfiiinnnl MNhutod Bp aot foUtt, for th. nImn .1 th. drt WBt th. 

MteUtM. hMl WBtiibiit.d to th. d.N(p *C th. Hom* mmI th. .Mrtop .1 th. mhIr, 
Thti llliilM«ri «-<« wit Mnih mp ngtoHn. fitr . fimrr~i wtHh fto th* fHadwa M tS. 


Mmtij. 

Hr dhdu BahiH, OUk nteiag toO* 
«MbcH.d|toidtlNtwteMMi;OfaMMfl «■* 
«w wpmd to hlH te th* 

n* BtobMr. IMtrip told thto II 
(tot. Ih* ' 


te whiob th* pNiMt HtaMto 
th*totiN M.hwMd.B prtw 


m. tottM, thm maid h*M Kiahk 
hat afabMt dpaialV aad tha 


Ml 

Mr. Oh 



th* taiBlt harkd m th* tapmtonM 
to mthto rf iattaOdattoa N^lt^ tp 




dona wen not one to one and deolaiad loot. Mr. Moherly*a amtta that 

^||■|■faffaHnn aaemandad to the Otonail 
ad^taid. 




fBB BONML UGlSLIXITt eOOlICB. fBMOTm 


HMifMlikmMteKal tto flMWHMt. am ai 
M» HMgrtamm it W Jrit mMsT^ i 

JfWbh VviMyf« 


■dmialikntioii. oC llw Vomt Depirtnnit 
for tbiik deninawnl. la propoiiDf t6kea 
il itrrioe «b‘ 


At Iqr of tho 

WMTorlUoMtd wboa Ba ILOlUiOO mo c 
OM thi Swoimiltlo af|td latHaalMlIoa la the Foml itrrioe oad oikfd- f or ^ itepi 
lokea l» Oo Ooforanwat to oeeoleimlo ladlaalMtUm. BepUiag oa behalf of the Oovera- 
MBt, Rawhb Haaab All Chaadhori eaid that olaoe ifft there wae eteadj ladlaaiiatloa 
of Iho fomt lerftae. Oat of i appniatoieate la the enperior aerfioe there are ioor ladliai 
aad oalljr oao Xaropeoa aad la eabordiaate eenrioe all oftoeii were ladSaait The demaad 
wee iraatid .withoat a eat. The Goaaeil adjooraed. 

Other Badget Denaada. 

Oa the UTH KABOH the debate la the Ooaaeil oa badge! demaada wae very taaie. 
AMndoaoi woe poor. Owlag to the eleotioa of the Caleatia Corporatioa CoBooillon, 
CMoafta ■eaibere eoeld aot a t le a d. 

Hawab Kawabali Ohaadharf aorod that Be. $1^98 fiOO be graated for expeadStare 
aader MipaUoa. Thve were oa the agenda SO motloaa for rednetioa bat only fbnr, all 
Mob ooti for one rapee, were Mfed and negatifed. 

Tho Hon. Mr. Mbberlqr moted that Be. 86, OS, 000 be granted for adminletratioa of 
Jnatlee. Moalal Badiqne BMieed that tbe denand for the Original Side of the High Ooart 
be lelaaeA He mid that the Original Side ci the High Oonit wee aaaiatalaed at tbe expeaie 
of the poor elllageii lor the boneSt of the people of Oalootta. It waa a moaemeat of an 
laloaileaB evatoBB of taxation. 

Mr. mberiU lepllad that it waa a natter for the OoTemneBt of India, The 
ttufflifft area aegalfioil 

Mr. J. L. Bananlae ant nored that the demaad of Be. 81,000 for the appellate 
aUa of Bn High Ooa^ be aedaeod by Ba. S6|18*. He nfd that bio object waa to refnae the 


Mr. MOberloy potntad ont that the Ooferaor node thia Item for paperbook non-roublr. 
^ “ntaiSd that aayo^anre on the paperbook dcpartmein waa a beaaare oa the 
i and he weald aot allow that. At the aame time he woald allow Mr, Baanerjee 
a eat oat ef the whole demand withoat lefbienee to the paperbook department, 
la^atlnSI. The Ooaaeil ail joarned. 

I ^il Bxpeaditnie. 

On tbe 17TH MABOH tbe demaad of Ba. 84,18,000 for expenditaie aader Jails 
and erhninal eonriet arttloBMaita was dieeasiieil and efeateally granted withoat a alngle 
eat. la amkiag tbe demaad, the Maharaja ef Madia eaid that daring reoeat yearo 
•prdarrnqairiri bad been made in eoBBcotlon with thia denartment aad the Ctotera- 


It hkd gHea eBret to oobm ef the reoomnmndatioiia ef uw Jail Oommitlee. Stepe 
bad hr^tikea to im^fe the eoadltieB ef prieoaere^ that ef jail etaf aad aleo jail baild- 
lag. Slipo idee had ana tahaa ta aepaiate adalte from jeimiik prieeaen. A bill weald 
•eoa be liitiedaoed lor tbe bcneSt ef edeleieeat oBeudere. 

la prepiilig a Mea eat Preleieor J. U Baaeijn aanaled bio periooal exprrieaeee 
lor be bed bma aa leamte ef Jail tor 81 rnenths. Indian jaiJa ba laid warn net aa bad aa 
1 by-jaam. Pa ai a h m mda wna not barbareaa aad diat waa aaOM a t. ThebM of 
pjrtMaii wma net h a b lt a il erkslaala. The ftrat aeeimltj wee oagRgatieD of hebitaal 
o B Kdef i ^ next the p fbf i sie a el biller elelbiag, aapply ef tebaeeo aad eewaanwala to 
arBrnmn aad abeUlloa ef eeavM waidera 

Othar smmbww ake aarialid lhair jell eKperh w eaa. Tha Mebaraja ef Madia gaaa 

— ^ M m^eiiy into tbe priamiiiiP grlofaaoaa. Dr. PreamMio 

the iflana aCdsleaaeteiedBoe jallespeafUtareoagraandief 



MaafeSpaUiy ateahl pay tbe eaatVSe 



» TOTING ON DBIUNM 

tit ItfB JUBOH IMte iltiBMUM 9i mm 

I this M Ml ikt Jtil !«• 
d, tpo !• Ibt dOMMid . 

will Ite OiMHei lanttlft f tNib 




to diMMi Iki Mkta oflteDMrlNIlHMMOiClbldiik 

• oCBalf wMBololto«tdtorwoiloftiB|Ml oC Iki BMk 
Pw i nd motion to icdooi Ai fmuMift TTifTT 



te IMifeiiiig with tho mofoklp of 

Tho Cfit oot OB tho PoUof No 

rwiidoBoy folioB hf Bi» t l o kh oi Thoio woo oloo oooUitr 
of a tdkon oot of ooo ropm Tho owfor ond hit oopportom opdho of Iko 
eNoiiBqr of tho Oolootto POiiOB tbrooohool tho loot poM omi told that thip did 
oay tn oiimoBt , Doriof oobmbbboI rtoto tho Pottoo loilod to pitootfo popon 
One tpcokor mdd that It was not Impoorthle for Mr, Mohor^ to dlooofor tho 
of oooMinaal flolo. Alter tho whole miiohiof wu done, tho aathoritin oa 
Oooadao to tholr aatiro Tlllagoo to opread troablo thoio and lowaidod om of the 
bf giving hhn high appotanoMal. Another aombrr iwggtrd diiitie footgnilii 
tho wholo mtom. 

Tho Hon. Mr. Moherlp, leplpingt laid that loot pear tho oommanal rlota in CMoiMn 
At to tho alleged ineflteieiiep of tho Caleaita PPlioti Mr, M o kwlp 
ng deereaoo of the oaooo of theft and plekpodlnliiia* ^^o oooNno 
^ _ t had keen oonaidorablp oheohed. Ao ivgam oommanal t wa i dm Ml. 

Mokorip oald " Tho attUndo of Xaropeaao ihroogboat oommanal riola had hon to lot 
tho two oommaniUoo oettlo their diopotco bet weenlbemooivoo and whatever wo dooaanot 
have anj flnalltp. Until wo get tho leadero on both oldoo to find a modna vtvondL 1 am 
af laid oommanal troablo ooald not bo otoppod. What wo do io to tip to 
pcMi Wo dioliho to be dragged into a diopote whioh hao a roligioao bomii A 
piooemioaoa wo havo to maho opoeial arrangomento when riota am going on. A . 
obonM bo allowrd to take a partioalar ooaroo. Stopo am to ho taken loom that no 
diitarhaaoee arioe ao far ao pooolblo. Wo am perfcotlp willing, and tho Oom mi oo l ono r of 
Pollao in prepared, to maintain the ri^to of the Hindni^ bnt I think tho Ha noi ertU 
agmo with nm that when a prooemion eomeo along and wo have maaon to bollovo that 11 
la to annop MahooMdani, the Oommiooioaer of Polloo io poilooUp right in O bgg ii th ig 
another lonto In order that tho two oommnnHioo map not oonw into oonfllot.* 

Another motion to rodnoo tho domand nndor the head** OiatrlotBioaBlIvnfbiaa** 
Ip Bn ft lakho waa look The Oonnell adjoanmcl. 


^ Mr. 


I of Mr. B. a Bom, 

On lha flBT MABOH, repMag ton lednotion on Criminal Invootigi 
Bawnido In private pamom^ tboMon. Ilr. Moberlp, mforrlag to the t 
BahaBi Obnnder Boml n detona, laid: woald like to take tho 

oanildanaaaamgaidathooamof lir.B.O. Boao. I think hm ‘ 
inoniamatlOB oTlIr, Bom hno espoood tho Oovenuoont to 
iiiiowo that if the Onvammont have not ro l o a oe d him or at nnp lam 
of raotmlnt to whioh bo boo been onb^eted, it io booaam thpp h on^. ^ 
wanid not ba aalo to domt** Tho preamt ntnation io that botiitiNQ 
Mr. BooamaUm that tbop nan detain him natll the onpiration of^tha 
ImMdmoat Aak UnfortnantBp, tho Oovommont have mmivad anT-- 
al 1Ir,BamlkkoBltk. Ho m mnmlnod JBntlp loot MAh to hie 
Okatoto Bam, and JA4hL KBmll, Senior Medical OMoor in Ba» 


Db Santt 


I that Ui gmoml 
hia Jam of 


10 oito toon 

to Mt iidMIh. wi 

bto ibibt bM 


.muiitotoM hto IM, MtoBk bto itiibk bM MntotoBl tto, m MtoftoMM, to. m. 

iSssTm^ urSn k • Stobiroygsr wi j - H 

■wbgb iilliiiiitoitobtobtabM, . Stpuria, W. f"— ! 

toil) Mr MtIm to hta wmM b. to lyto 
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tfiMMltelvifiil n mla nf InllMt finoMl laowkdft Md csiiriMioi.** Thle aole 
ma fM b| M*Oil* U«il wbonmrM**! ham soHriDg to add to oartotolM 
topiWMf Ibe met aoBdttiiMi «C slain.** 

SI wlit to tocB that at tto awoMiit Mr. Batoth Cbaader Bate ia aat nrtotolj fll 
aad aertaii^j sot isoapadCatod bat be baa been adriaed to go lor a aea rowage asd to 
to Bwitaerlaad. Vow, the Grtalad Law ▲BBendneiit Aea doea sot ran aatalde 
BosaalesoeptaiNiaididoteBtiosiB Jailtootbor paru of India. Ail that we oan do 
and& the AOI ooaaialent with aafotj ia to atranga lot bia UanalBr to a Jail in a toller 
dtawto and Oat ia not wbal la reoaomandad. The Oofemawal are not piepiurad to taring 
bto to and in any afent they are adriaed that Bengal wonUt be aa tod aa or 

wtoto thin Banna lor tail health. Bflect can only be gfren to the anggEBtion that to 
ahoald go to Bwttiailaad if be were relcaaad and if ha waa onoe raleaaed tbare wonld in 
toe todtearyeonrae to nothing to pierent faia letam to Beiwal, at any rata a oontin- 
l^y which the OotemnMnt are not piepaied to face. We are wiUtag, howeter, that 
Kl. Boaroboald hate each opportnnitiee aa we oan affoad hiai of leereiting hia health. 
We are, thaiefore, prepared to releaae him if he will gite na hia word of boaoar that to 
will prooeod from Bangoon tolEorope by a ship whioh doea not tonob at any port in 
India and that ho will, ihorealtar, not totwrpt to enter India, Barma or O^lon nntil 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act bar expired. It will he otoerted that we 
than not demand any admiaaion aa rogaida hia paat or any promiae aa regaida hia fetnie 
ooBdaet. We are merely aahlng that we be kept in the aame poaitlon aa reMida eontiol 
Oter hie motement in India u we are ht preaent. Tliia j^oaal, oanolnded Mr. Moberly, 
baa not been made to Mr. Boae aa 1 do not wiah him to think that we want to loioe it 
noon him. Bot 1 pot tbia forward pnblloly In order that if he thinka fit to nmy atail 
of it. He will know in advanoe that we are prepared to accept it** 

GoTeinment*a Excite Policy Attacked, 

On the 38KO UABOH the demand of Ba. 22,98,000 for Exelae wm farther 
diaonaaed. The Bwarajiata and Itahomedana condemned the policy of the Qoremment 
•ctonm leading to total prohibition in a short time. The demand waa carried withoot 
any ent The demand of Bti 22,98,000 under regiatration waa alao granted withoat 
cat The next demand of Ba. 18,86,000 for expanditnre nnder edneation tianaferred 
waa taken op. DiacaiBion had not eoncloded when the Coandi adjoamed. 


Qo?eirninent*a Edaoation Policy Critielied. 


On the 28BD MABCH, after a heated debate laating for loll two honri, in which 
the edaoation policy of the Gownment with reference to the appointment of the 
Vioad^hanoellcr of the Galoatto UniVeralty was aeverely oritioMI, the Hoaw paaaed 
tto total demand of Ba* 1,18,86,000 proTided for edacation by 61 xotea to % Bwaiaiiala 
did not Toto. Tae aamite of the CTcning wac the apeeoh of Mr. J. L. Bannwiaa 
who ddended the Vioe-Ghanoallor and twitted the Swarajiata that thtf were olamonring 
tocaaae the nmnopoly of apartioalar party In the Unixoraity waa now bfoken. 

Mr. Oatim, Oireotor of Pablie Inatroetion, made a a t a t e ma nt doming the ehaige 
that tfacN bad bean any attempt OB hia part to moialiae the UnWeadty: 

She Bwasajitta headed by Hr, Barat Ch, Boae and Dr. B. 0. Bay, maintained that 
am attampt to dBoialiBi tto Cnitoraity had bean going on ainoe the year 1928 when 
Biff AabateahMidwijaab in a leUar to ^ Exoelleaey Lord lyt^ ^nted ont that 
iha OoTcrnmant^ did not want an independent man aa Vioe-Ohanoaiior bat ona who 
oanld eaary oat the am a da t e of tto OofcinaieBt and aetaa the apy of tto OofenuaeBt. 

Tha MiBiator tor Bdacation waa not taken to task hy toe Hmob aa the membmt all 
Cgiiaad Atotall ttoae toiaga happened befoie he aaaaroid oflae^ hat to» wnmadhim 
to to iMtkmt aa gitoto dangeff waa ahead, laddentalhr tto Boaaa to one vokc 
naked toe Miniatat to inlradaQa a bill to aafenn tto Qidveiaitf an the Unei oltoa 
iaiw m — nd a rto M of Ito todto Oapa m l a a ton . 

Ihe flen’ble Mr. B. C b a kiaea i r t^ in reply, aaaored to* Hecaa tont hie intenticn 
agmtotottndfiadti»|tobtU whitowcaMateetitgciiremtodiot ttoaitaatimi. 

The ^Oarnmi Mm ndimmad to meat an toe next dag IhaJMXH MAMOH wimit 
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period ift eriiUb «• bave tM iiwilil fenithcr §mA vorM iiliMt te 
•gmmest or to opporitloB lo eaoh olbtr bM bm o tnintitioiiol period to nbleb 
iOM bo?e tM to ptmiho?atoe«MltboetliMBtbetotaUpoftbepfeieBtooiiiUtottMi. 
I ftoogaiae Ibot both boro been eiiiceio. It will be mj ciuloofoiiri when 1 nUuti 
to Snglftiidi to be eqoollp ehioero oad to Interpret oe foirto ao 1 eoo to owa 
oonatfpMi both the merite end delectt of the ejetroi of Oofornment whieh^ oflor 
toll eaqnlry to tbio ooontrp ihej hoped, would be found tolled to tbo esiilte 
oondHIoiio. f troit joa wtil agree thot i* hove rightly interpreted the toeti of Ibo 
eltnntloBf It I toll tbm thot, while ell pertiet In Indio deeire the nuiin prlnoiplo ol 
the Brttiah oonatitntlda to be opplled to Ihia ooontrj at nearly ot peeaiboo no 
eonfltitntlen It llboW to be oocepuble which prooiedi on the oitomptloa thot 
politico! conditioni in Indio ore oimilor to thoee which < xiit in Greet Brltoia, Bqoolly 
no ooneMntion la likely to work well which it baaed more upon on obatroot polltiooi 
then on o otndy ol the oetnol oonditlona ol thecountiy. The exUtonoe of on Bxeon* 
tire, wblA eonnot be removed by the Lrgielotiire and of a LrgUlotore which cannot 
be removed by the Xzeontive. la not calctUaied to prodnoe hormoBy between the twO| 
oad wbhoot bormony between the Legialatore and the Exeootive emeient gover n m en t 
to laipoaBiblie. TO enanre honnony on elected Ingialatore reqoirm an Bxcontive 
retponaible to it and removable by it and on Irremovable Kxecotive reqnirea o nomina- 
ted Lpgialatnre. A ayatem which aeenrea the anpremooy of the Bxeentive, not by the 
onpport cC the fjegialotnre bet by enetciae of on ove^riding authority, la not, 1 think, 
proving tbe beat preparation for toll rcapomible government. 


Provincial GontribntUm. 

^ It will be agreed, I think, by all that we have liad a difficult machine lo work 
and tke nmcblne baa been more difflcnlt to work in Bengal than elrewhere, beoouae 
eC tbe inequitable financial baala on which the new Government waa citabliaUed to 
tUa province. Tbe Meaton Settlement haa been a mill-atona round the neoka of 
ancoamlve Oovernmenta, rendered all the heavier by the period of trade depieaafon 
which followed tbe inaugoration of the Beforma The remlmion of all provincial 
oonirihntfcme, which we are promised In the near totuxe, will not help, but only 
nooentnate the handicap which baa been placed upon Bengal; for, tho incqally 
conaialed not to the auBoont ot onr oontribnUon to the Qovernmont of India, hnl to 
the inadequacy of tbe aoarcoo ot revenue, made available to tbe provtoea. Those who 
eriticiae the failure of the Beforma to Bei^nl, must not, therefore, aaorlbe St to any 
apeciai perveiaiiy to tbe Bengali ramt hot ohonld recognise ihk, apart from tbo 
abets of the oonstitation itaeif, whicn Bengal has slurad in oemmon with other parte 
ot India, this province baa been placed under a handicap peculiar to Itself. 


Pka for Polilioal Bdooation. 

“The Beaerved Ilepartmenta of the Government have aufiered heeaoae th^ aM 
reserved and thaefore attractive targets for eritielem and- tbe Trauaferred DeMrtaiento 
have snflered because there waa no money for tlioir development. There hM bm 
little attraction to the political parties lo nndertake responaibility for ^miniaMng 
the departments that could not be udeqnately developed and party unity hM been 
impaired by the rivalry of individual ambitions. Such conditions have faoUitotod 
political blackmail and led to charges of conuption, evils which must be ^IMed 
not to the oonntry but to the ayatem. In Great BriUln during the cvolaUoo ^ the 
oonstitBtiOD, in the I7th and ISih oentnriea, when powerful families mtondad for 
power, aimiiar evila were prevalent to a far greater extent. The remtoy wMmnd 


Tho same remedy will no doubt, be found to India, but an cxtoniiM eduoutlon 

la an indiapenaable preliminary to tbe first and adequate tor 

of local need! arc noocaaary for the aeoond. During the lite-timo of thic om^l, a 

new ParllacBontaiy Commlaalon wUl arrive in India to toady oipcrlcnoc of 

the fUt cf nine years and to bear opinioas from all sections of ^ 

ragaidtog the alta^ioito « ^^^h me deairaWo In the 

Daring that enquiry yon will have an opportunity of ®*P***®*®* ij? 

raeommandtog Gbangei to the totnm. May 1 suggest to yM, to tho mp acity wh toh 

lhavcaakad yon to allow ase to to aaaome lo^ay, 

atnamenlfOB can acenie. the creator will he tbe value of the evldanca yoa 

cm hath tiaac poiiitaf It la*to thiaicaaon that I bm 

oiMmecf the tartar tanici iiivclved to the Inuntog cf n o ontototolcn to cater that 
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•i II* Um jonlMk Mr I* —HiwlH *(1* IMH M myiuniiln 

OflMliiAiBiL Bll SflfldliB0V M&TfMl tO SMUmB flC BlsdS*llfldBfli SBilV 
mH Hm Iht !«• €—■ ■■»!«?• vert rq^lj divided Im the ppevitoe ; hat to aey that 
lha iNaliy waa aa lanipeiahla dfaHaale ta aaj mititatfcmal advaaoe wadd he 
alav^ hat ta igaara alic^her eaeh a faadaseatal fMt weald he cqaalJy leeliih. 
Be weleeBMd the felibwehfp Vaveawat. The ealy load la peeaej eaid Lent Idrtlea, 
wrUeh cBere aay bepe of vaeceefy ie the oae whMb the late Ur. C. ILlhwtrledta 
lelldr aad whieh 1 have eqeally trird te Inllow la the feraMlM ef the Miafrtrici^ 
aBMri|y« the argaateaHaa of paitiee oa polHkal rather thaa oa eeeuBaaal iiaee. Hew 
Inei ta liaeM a deMoentlo coaetttalioo, whieh will faeilitate thie obicet, and. whilet 
aaiapnidlag the dae leprtepatatioa of all, make the rcpieeeatativee eaewciabia to a 
ariaad - rather thaa to a eommaaal elcotniate If, therifoiey aaotber iieoe whioh 1 
aemmtad .to year epceial eoaiideratkm. If the leadiag mea of all partita aad all 
eemaatellieiteBcaial willaoaecBirate their atifotioa apoa thie prohhaii with whieh 
thw an to ffpreially qaalided to dtal| iaetcad of waifiag for oateide eaggcetloae, 
vUdh oeoh caa aritioiee from their rvepeetsve poiate of view, 1 feel eare that a eolatloa 
wUr he loand evea hefoie the FarlioBMaUry CoaimiieiOB arrivet, and ia that oan 
Bengal will Jaitify the elaim it Ie proad to make of leadiag the j^itieal ihoaght ef 
The eoggcitioa that the Britieh Parliainmt meet cleeide the time aail form ef 
eaah eacecnive itage ia the developawnt of the Indian conititotion to often rennted 
iaihia ooantiy and in one ame very natarallj rrieated. Bet. gentlfonn, there to 
aa aecd to wait for Parliament if yon ean jonrrelveB And a Mlntion of the admitted 
dtftoiltife whieh bract tie path of eonatitational development. The ratification by 
Veitiaaant of an agreement leaehcd in thto eoantry woald be aa my amtter aad 
lavelva aa hnmiliatm. It to only attempta to force premat nreiy a one-eidfd aointioo 
hy vieicBee and latimidatioD that bring atrife and homiliation. In oonolaeion, I 
dartfi ta aeenn yon that nothing which haa happened daring my term of ofiee in 
thii pmiaee hae at all tbaken my foith in the neoeaeity for developing the Indian 
eeaatitatieaaerapdly aepemihleoB Bnee which will provide for natioBal enpreaeioB. 
1 havofoaad the diaealtiee to be greater than 1 knew before I eamc here, bat 
diflealtlei aia made to he overoome. It to the teat of clateimanahip to reeogntae 
them aad with nawearyiag patlcnoe aad nndimiatohed faith to overoome them. 



The Bombay Legislative Coancil 

Tiie Tbifd Boaitey Lsgitlailf e Osaaeil 'andsr tiM Btlsrat let oicl at Beitkw il 
tiM 18TB FBBBUABT 1887. The baiiiifis of tbs Boom oa thii dny OMiHid ol 
tmirieg la ol Ucnben and the olcetloa of Mr. Dthlavf as Pieildoat. Kfil te. 
the IM iulaat Iho . battiieii of tbs Hoaie loeladed aa adjoanmt aMtioa 
wai dfmllowid and tbe oloetioa ol Bao Bahidar Kimbll ai Yioe-Pi«fldeBi 


The GoTaraor*o Opaaiag Spaaek 


On tbo 8I8T FBBBUABT addreiiliig tbs monbfii of tbo Ooaaell Bis iMlIoaiF 
tbo Oownor noted with ostkfaetlon tbo oiaeb gnsater Intoiost taken bgr tbo olooteM 
daring tbo last eleotfoa than oa the previoot oeossion as was olcar fioai tbo aM* 
bsf of votes east. 

Beferring to Dr. Paraa]pyoPt new ofiee, be felt mre tbat tbe sMaibotra woibi 
oongratnlata bloi and would realiae tliat not only woold Imlla benefit by tbe ablUbJ 
and esperienoe whieh b«^ wonM bring to tbe India OoaaeUi bat that Boaibay weald 
bavs on It a ivproeentaMve fnIJy acqoaintal with* the needs of the Pr«aidoooy. fils 
Ooffraeient bad eoflefod a great and anixpeotid loee; bat while Qr* Paranlm^ 
departnro was a lose to them bis eervioiw in Z<oni!oa woaJd be a gr^ gain tw ladli 
in geaeral and to Bombay ia partieolar daring tbe nest five years whMb won trao|^ 
with so mnoh importanoe. 

Gaming to tbe bod^ Bis Ixoellency isnmrked tbat a defieit of Bn 88 lalbi In 
Bombay’s bndget ior 1987-t8 was approsiomtely eqaal to tba amonnt of pr of ln si a l 
oontcibatlon to the Qovemment ol India, so tbat bat for wbat they bad la nay away 
to assist tbe finanon of tbe Oentral Oofemiaent, they bad In foot a badge! whmb sra% 
balanced. Bis Bscellenoy reiterated that tbe Meeton Award bad a fsiy inlnrloia and. 
to bis mind, nnfbir efli'Ot on Bombay's finances. It was fanpossiblc, be oontinned 
witboat asrioos detriment to eseential sort ices and irropamble daange to tbe moarttf ol 
law and order and to tbe nation bnildtng siirvicm, to rednoe cspoadltnre farther tbmi 


had already been done. 

^By Oovomment does not feel Inttificd in aeking tbs Cosnci’ to vote any taflhsr 
tasation in brdrr to enable ne to meet our liability to tbe Oovemiaent of India and 
we are fortnnafe in being able for the timt being to omet the esoeea from tbe oavtaiil* 
Wedoiiotdoibie witboatamfigiviog, bat with tbe oeafitlefiae that a levielaa sC tba 
eetticineat ooopled with eoaw letarn of trado prooperlty will enable to oontiaao to 
piovido for tbe inhabitants of this President those aervioes to wbieb tl^y aio 
aoonstomsd and to wbieb they have a right." ... 

Brgnrding tbe agiicnltaral sitealloiL Bis Bsoellensj amnred the *^8erS|lt wiM 
nnlibely a eiinatfon of a very eorioee obarseter wonld arlee. Dialing with tbe londg, ft 
wonld appear to bim deeirabte tbat before any Oentml Bead Beard fee India WM eel ny 
foil enqnlry ebbnlcl be made late tbe qarelien ae to whether at any r^for a few ysM 
to oooM^ development of roods eboold not be oetely a qoeetion for looal GovernsMOte mu 
before any dcdelon wae arrived at, every preekMMy an^ pioviaee iaoladlag Indian 
Slaleodbonld be oonsoltod. 

Coadnding, Bto Bsoellimcy inM that no ane at pmseil oomd loweast tat osnswomsia 

of tbo nest eketed Conneii, far di^ag the life of tbo pnssnt teBtotntO^ 

OommMon wonld vWt India and it might ba tbat tbe rooemii e n iotiey eC IM 
received Btatntorf sanothm. 8^ the nert Qpancil m j^^ ^ 

lu « “a 
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B«4f«t foi 1927-t8« 

A»§i lilt Cki«tni«*t tpM^ Sir O.T. Mehta, the 
BidfMior lSt7*SS. la the oottiw of hie ipeeeh he Hiid 

Tteopealag beteaoeoC the jmx IMt-ST wee MaiMI at Ba 664 khhi vUeh 
teaa espeMcd to he redaoed at the ead el the ymx to Bil 674 lakho d»e to mfea— 
deiolt el Ba 7S lakhe aad deSelt el lU Mhhe ander eapltal aad debte eeetlea. 
fhe iifeaae aader the fonaer head wae Ba lg68S lakhe aad eapeaditare 1.607 and 
iader the latter head receipta were Ba 817 lakhe aad diehaiaeoMate Ba 488 lakhe. 
Ver the aeit jear the reeeaae ander rereBBe aeooaat la eetfaaated at Ba 1.808 
Mkhe aad espeadlilare Ba 1,668 lakhe tearing a deflelt of Ba 60 tekhe, i^lle 
aader debt depeelte and adraaeee reedpte are Ba 86& lakhe and dUbamBeeata 
Ba 488 lakhe with deftdt of Be. 64 liAba The detelt of Be. 76 lakha^ eoatlaaed the 
Tlaanoe Menbef. wae principally made np of deoreeae la rerenae aader three beat 
refcaae-earalag aeada, Land Befeaae, Bseiae and Stampa The deereaee aader the 
dee to anIafOBiable eeaeoaal oondlUoae aad eaen hurger aaepenaloae 
woeld hare to be girea than had been eetioBated when the badget 
. Vader 100100 the fall wae ezplaiaed by the esperhaeBt of trying a mcem 
of elmaltaaeoae aotloae which, howerer, bad not yielded the espeeted reealte tbengk 
theoeettothe State wae certainly eBorbitant The third head, Stampe, had ealeied 
owing to dfpreeeioa hetrada 

Oomlag to the Derelopmeat Department tranaaotlonB whloh were not laoladed 
la the Sgaiee glrra abore, Sir Ohanilal eaid that an additional aaheidy of 7 and a half 
lakhe bad been prorided for In the badget for next year to meet eetiaMled loee oa 
aahnrbaa eohenMe. The aotirlttee of the department had been oartallrd bat It wae 
eatirneelr diStooh to make any reliable eatimate of the loee. The depaiioMnt bad pat 
abat it ooneidered liqaidation ralae^ Tbia lorn amoonting to Be. Ill lakhe 
to be ooreied by a aabeidy of Be. 7 aad a half lakhe from general 
I to BMet both intereet and oinking faad dhargee on a 60 yearn haeia. 

diagi the Flaanoe Member imerred to economy la pabllo expenditaro aad 
la erery ooantty the Victorian ideal of letting the people do erciytblag te 
I wae belBg abandoned and the aotiritiee of the Ooremment were extendla| 
in direetlone whloh were not only not oontemplated before bat where iaterfereaoe m 
Boremmeat wae ifeeated aa oh)eetlonablo. That the prooeee of letienohmeat oeald 
be eaifled oa ladeftnltely aad that It wae pooeible to put limit on pabllo expenditaia 
woald, he thooght, be belled by the experienoe of erery member who bad taken part 
la Maaloipal or Local Board adminietratloa. Sir Ohonilal quoted flgaieo to refote 
the otatement that leeerred departmente were allowed to obtain major part of the 
aerennea, while the traatferred departmente were atarring. 

While the expenditaro on the latter Iml Inoraaaed by oror Boi 46 lakb% expendi- 
tnie OB the foremr had aota^lly gone down by Be. 16 lakhOi 

Taming next to the orltietem that per capita xerenae and expenditaro In Bomhoy 
wae the higbeet, the Flaanoe Member Jaatined high per capita taxation on the groaad 
el Jaigeaeaeof the area admialatered together with the oomparatire eparmaeie of the 
popalatlon aad the high laoidoaoe of ealaiy owing to Bombay being omie arbaaioed 
and ladaoirlalloed than any other prorinoe la India. The aeoeaelty of a higher eoet 
of admialBtieiloa la thie preeideBoy wae oonclnairely demonetraled by the feat that 
diatrlet maaieipalltlea whidh wem eatlrely controlled tar eleotod laproaeatatirea had 
aleo to epend men pet head of the popalatioB ia Bombay than other ptoriBCoaL fhe 
ire Idkha prorided la the badget for expeaditare oa rogdi^ aald Sir Ohanilal, wae all 
that the profineea* attonaated naoaicee ce^ aflerd aatll the Oeatial ^ 
map In a poeltleB to leleaM 
Ip pr Mlard Igr the ptorlace. 

Me coneiliided with aa appeal to the Bome to appieaoh their woik laiormed by 
Ihijrlaelple efdecldiageaobqaeBtleB oa Ite merite laaemadb ae the palley of peteia* 
tenep In aaiieeaned and oontiBaone oppceltloa moot ladliec^y tend to bring In the 
oiileeiea— menitem and thae mrrlag expedteney. 


a pertloB of ttm oMtor aad petrol taxation to be ahaied 


On the 

a 


DIecnaaion •! thn Bndgni. 
FBBBMABr led by Mr. LaHI HABiUQSdl thi 
“ naanoial policy when the 


thederelopi 



macmaiiM ^ 


m ikm aMin 

; MiMd at 


pilwHlQilhaMtitilMltlM dibit UiM XttjfilMf 

tidlatff itTCMMdbtdbMlooorNd^ fftdattlit firptnii Hi iffimtltfii tSrm 
•telMMOi M apokur for Uit mMtiiiMe dmoltl poller of the OoeemoMM, T^^irrtiWf 
toilitBbMiOfomatIheQoferiMMt froai mnciiag the pieeldeBif^ veiittOi ’Gi HI 
ee he a^ fit taggieted thmt the defteit be lelped et bf iiiltolo| M htM# 
liUuRii Whf thtild net the GoeerMoeal lor toetnoe ndooi one Inmlii Oii» 
lip tad oBt mofitereb^ I 


Hr. K T. DBSdl, Soon^ eoidtbidbe btd bees ptlned It feed f a the fftaot 
MtibBit tpeeoh preeetttlag the i td g e t ahotageeted that the poHef of Ibi llooih|bii 
taoooitt^ otmamotliiM. Theft wot at oeetefon Cor aikitg etib a eritialaa of a 
whoM progfaeuae Iht Fiaanoe Member ><faad aot the teaio to aadentaad.** 

Sir JoMp SIT told that mooh of the oritietiia that bad beta hoaidaMdai to the IMI 
that oMBheia appeaitil to ba?a forgoUea Uiat Bombay bad beta pteeiog Ihiaagb a pmM 
of dtpreeiioo. The oa|j orlUolem whiob «ma rmoaabie waa that thavt hid am hall 
eatogh retmiohiBeBt la tbia partiealar, the FInaooe Member thoald eadeaeoar to 4*^ 
bla amt. After a tear aiore apeeohea the Hooto adjoaroed. 

Heat day, the S8BD FBBBUAB7, wbea the geaeial diaeoeeioa oa the Bate! am 
imamed, Hr. & V. JADfiAV. es-Mlniater» took eao ep Seo to the remarhe of the Fteaa 
Hemhtr In bit bodget ipoeoh aboot oomm oanH am aad eald that oammaaaliwi trae got m 
leoeat growth. 

Hr. S. F. Marioma : Whom are yoa leotariag to f 
Hr. Fabalajaai : le the aablaot of eommamdiem before the fiooto, Bir t 
Preeidtat : Wbert lomarhe iblaliag to oommoaalBm art o o aoe r ae d 1 haeo to bo 
partioolarly oatefol. The Bda*ble ammlwr it leplyiag to oeitaia irmarha of the flaaage 
Member abtat ooaMBaaaliim. He ie fa order. 

Hr. Jedhae reeamiag Ue addrem mid that the r m ea te of the iaaatlal pr ob l em ome 
the lot of the agrtealtoriit aad ail theatto att e a and leioerom of the Boftramoat eb o aid be 
defined to ite bettmawat. 


Mr. OHATFIIU) tried to dimbom the memberP mfade of the ha pm eiioa they 
aeeoMd to eateitafa that the whole PreMdeapy wae la the grip of ftualBi. Wbeiim 
diitrem there wae waa oaly la eoam parte of the PrcaideBoy where there had beta oemeBt 
of waterdaetopartfaliailoieof theraiae. That wae aothlng oaoioal. The loto ra miil 
were qaite allfe to the eerionemoe of the eitoatton ami prepared to do all to leHm dlitimi 


Mr AHGADl eoggrtled that the Otferameat oogbt to be able to eany ea witb Ime 
aamber of Hfaietere aad Istoatifo Coaaeillora 

Hi; J. U BIIU. Beftnae Hemhery eaplaiaed la dttoll the etepe the OoeaHMdmit had 
tahea la taafcliag f ht agrtealtBial ettaatton. Befeaoe ooUcotioai were beiag made with 
foH gmet oaio aail eoaelderatfoa. 

Moalfi Bafladdia AHHID amiafaiaed that eo far ae HBiHme of tbe Pr ii H ia m 



\ which 

Mi; WarriBBOTBAH, Obamber of 
atrlotiem aad ettad by M 
She fioam tbea adfeariiid. 


to 

la tbeir dgbl i 


OrnmUTB FHBBfiABTHr. fi. B. PBAUBaH, Mm 
the Oomrameat’e esetae podey. Stoat INO^f t, be atoi^M a 
had ooam down at fir at aea ‘ 



Uity Ij i w SI! li rnrm i t ti w; liii iw t l l d i y^ 


♦» 






«nl alMM 


dttsall lo Mlit a^|r 


tot 

^ ^ ^ toiialtel 

wrWmtoflMtiimcf Ofcv tottialtoitoiftltiifsptollaii^ 
. ^ a ikmf de«md «um fiisp to ^blle «MI to ptos 

piftto toJ 7 te tHtofth «f to dty, wte« dffito. 
polioi towt. In to fm €f toll n tonto, 1| 


ItoJiaf to toMtotoOtoilnl iflHTA, toFtonoe Ifettbtf, itod to bom 
ttmmbir InerUloiito tos tot to Fiiioiioa llmbor of a |uoviatol OomnBMat 
wbfdb k a saboodintlo adtoitolloa wiOi naaj itatBtto obligotioaoi maotfiot 
tadaai^iiig btllkid. He m wtoto to omny llmltatUmi of to qtoB ho bad to deal 
with. MofflBg to hlercoHMrkaoatoSivambraPtnj, wblobbadbeenerllioiiKlatgieoi 
Ito^ Bfr Obaaflaleaid bk fnientlon vae only to into to ettentlen of to OMee 
lo to difoetione along erbfeb to pnny^ pfogmeimn teil to people. Ho bad. honofor. 
no baettation to ooneto that be oto bk pjeeent peiritlon aa to Ffnanoe Mooiber to to 
feel that be wae a atober of to pntok and aleo to to foot tot to pnbllo dooMnd 
for paftleipatlon In to aet-nal adndnkriation had ite efleot on aotboritkei Goailnf to 
to bndget, be repndkted to oharge of bhneelf being refened to ae aBantja/ He 
aoeiptid to deelgnatien and oaid tot be weald do fait beet to bring to bear to Indian 
fotatt of okw wHb all to ekfll attrtoted to a Banija on to adalnktiatkn of to 
Bnanoee of the piftitlenojf. 

The Badgel diioneeion then terailaated and to Honee adjonned. 


On to liTH FiniTABT to Oof o wen t and the oppoeltion oaete to gripe and 
nitimtely to ChireniaMnt won. k bill farther to anend the lodkn Stamp (Bomhey 
JmadaMat) Aot IfSt wae balore the Honee. Hoflng to Bill« to f inanoe Heiaber 
OKplahBed that to o^eet of to Bill wae to make the Aot permanent. The Aot 
waa paeied for to pnrpoae of Inoreaeiog to refenne of the Okfernment, and wae to 
annain in operation to fonr jeare ami if| at the end of that period, to flnanolal poeition 
afUl nmde It nooeamy, ite life wai to be eztende;l. A Bill lo make to Aot permanent 
man Introdnoed laat year, bat to Oonneil agreed to the estenilon of to AOt only by one 
year. Tbe ioinlt nf flte yrara* ezpericnoj hal proml the neoeieiry of retention of the 
nfM Boale of feee enaeted In to neeaenre. The rejeotioa of the Bill fay the Honee, 
oontlnnod Sir Ohnnilal, weald aman a lorn to the Ooviimment of abiut Ba SO lak^ 
By making the Aot permanent, Btimbay wonid only be ooming into line with other 
pioflnoee where the etamp dnty wm reriiid at abrnt the eame time ae in Bombay bat wee 
'made pareinnent at th^ ehbnao d rate. 

Oppoaitioa to to Bill Wae mainly bimd on two oonditione tot no moM pfoney 
tonld be giren to the dot ememnt inaamnch aa it had not epeat He reeoaim in to /PMt 
and tot to dnty prep eaed to be made permanent wonid fall hearily on to popr plople 
meia ton to tkber aleime. The beaae rejeoted to Swarajlat motloa for poetpopeemat 
at aaBBiditatiea of to BiU tUI to nest eeeaoa aod paaeed ite Amt remHag by SS to S7. 
tbo eeoond and ibUd aiadiage mere aleo pieeed. The Horn then adjoamed. 

Demand for Sopplementaiy Qrante. 

CMhto SitH FBBBVABT a nmber ^ eaptjdemenlaiy jnank won dkoomed and 
aBomltatoOeaBoO. One el them wae a demand for Bali^OOD omm onpanditnfa In 
, The Hoorn Member explained tot to iiMMim of Bd. 10^000 
nttated by krger nnmber of akotore who polkdand ki^ 
la to aonree of dieoatehra, ambom tow attenlkn to 
lal toaotefiPIkt. The H otoS^tofttokUmimt, 

I OM and Criadoal Jaolioo Aot 
to* Msead tot to Bill fartor to amend to Aden OifS and 
Ofimtnal dakke Ant be tod to to Bwt tiem. Theoltot bf to Bill m In i ppe to a 
iadlolaV aeeietanit k to kildeto nt Aden wba waaldbe itokmtbkekiinwidlirtiit 
k tdmnll imtoi'el tie « tor k lelkfbtoktotiklenetAr--^ 

tomnknfi t&BUrwMlhtofi^kadkbi 


with 

r to eetUmite wae 
iber of 




sS |iiW*f7) VOTlMa Oil Burn HH 

<Hty BtU, 

ta tte IIVH FEB&UAKT tht Uvtm iMnria BiU liitlMripaMMd IhtfiMtelSliv 
UmaULv^mm Adk Tht object of £mu woe to givo powto 
to oMMibmoBdIlio period prcioribed 1^ Beotte S4 ol Ibe lot Md op to dM M toior 
thott Hit JDooiHibir 1«B7| the liie ot o& dipirliig Moaieipilitj or o< o wkm 

lembidospiiodfpUd«tu«ollooia ami ptooeoaiM doM by tbe iatmr MOloiMditPM 
fm dau it Hi oHgtaal term ol office. ^TbrnTiirieotta 
Aol^ II wii cspeelod,lliai tioM gijen to iMwij oonetitmlMl bomb moolomeAitlii iio«ld 
tfioffioieBt toeooblotbcai to dlgvat niJea lor hoJdiiig of acw -olootioiie. Fotiliie op. 
peetotlopimd pot beep roailieO and the preictttBMaearo wae loond acoMary. 

The post Piotlop tbe OonneU ooneidefed «a« the aoqaiittiop ol tbe ealloia boiM and 
plana for propoeed new CoanoU Bali be approfcd and 8 lakhe and tbirty4honiiPd bo 
Oponl OP wmk of bidlding propoeiiion wbiob wae mo? id by tbe Fiaaaoo Ikmbor bad II 
ckM ooaaidoipblo hoetllo critioleai cepeeiaUy from Mr. J. a dwamlMiban wbei lo 


yepiedentalite of tho oalUfatora^ •* woald mooh rather lit under a baojan tioe and kfWait 
than aqnandor aa nraob aa 8 and a bait lakhe on aoquiaiUon ot now haii«’* The piopoaillop 
waa etanlnally p a n t The Ooonoii then adjonraed. 


Voiipf on Bndfot Domando* 

Deaiand Under Land fie?eaae. 

Voting on demandi for graata in the Coonoil ooDaeaoed oa tbe let Baroh 1888. 
Tbe Prat demand taken erae oocier tbe heed Load ttcTenae. Tbe debate on tbie deaMmd 
ooniinaed till tbe 8ttD MAHUH when Bao Saheb D. 1*. Deaai no?ed that the pioflalon 
ot Be, 51,86,000 for revenoe eoJieetidu be reduced by acfcn iakhi. fie appcaM to tho 
Ooeernment not to enluree colicciion obertYer tamine eonditiona pteTailed, 

Pupponing the motkm, Mr. W. 6. Mukadan, whip ol tbe Oongreea parly, aaid that the 
ittaatiou vaa no aeriooa tuat tome agricaltarieu were boirowlag at tbe rate of fapr 
annaa per ropee per month. Ue tYen knew of an inatanoe in wbioh a fannor waa bbll^ 
to go to the humiliating estent of piedgiiig hie womenfolk. Tboagb the laat waa op 
iztreme esample, it nefenbekia indicated the eatcnt ot the efil. 

lllar farther diaeaaaion tbe motion waa thrown oat and tbe OonaoU adjaamad* 

Oa the 4TH MABOfi, tbe CoanoU paaied tho demand of neatly Ba. 58 lakha mtfir 
the head Innd Bevenae alter aii oi the nearly 60 motiona for eitber redaotioa or oaiiiilap 
of profiaioPi wan withdrawn or ioet in the ooarae of yeaierdaj and unlay. 

Demand under Irrigation. 

On Iba anggeatiOB of Sir Joaepb £ay (Chamber of Cemmeroa) tbe fioaae agiaad to 
poatpano tUi 7th March oonaidefation of tbe motiona lor eau in graata lor defoiopmaai 
iohameo. DeoBanda lor eonatraoiion and irrigation worka wera than uken bp. Mr. 
Cowaql Jehnagir,Qenarailiember,attbeonteetinadda iUtement on the progreaa nuMla 
in Sakkor Bannge worka Tbe dm motion lor a oat in tbo deaund waa mofed by Mr* 
Q. L Bnioi who wantad that tofiaioD of Ba. 84 lanbe for a poeiai loola and plant# abould 
ha xdduoad by Bm 10 lakha. 

Mb B. I. DmL dmnitot, dcmMMfaNl m toqmify toto tb. MapteiM le tkat te 
praid.^ bamved bam • ufttHiaa ai tk. aMetp o( tb. Baokbap iMkMMNka 
Hahaa» Tha OhM BagteMi la ohai|. al tha Bakkai Bamg. wpkUatd i Mda c i i H 
thathmaada MlMn •Iki. nglmaaiptkMMBtaM ooiUh Maat Ba. wan 

Tniail Inrflinlaai aail iliinirn Intir fr nv warn amUagagiUmilmmi 

kad, thvtfmL to tankw toboat.aaTlag aad ttaMaTiag aaeblaaijr aa aa poiBkIk 
la£L( cUm^ tha aMUM waa pat aad Mat aad tka aa«a adioafatB. 


Tho Sukknf Bo ffo ge 

Oi tkfa lUBOB diaoBNioa waawta—laacatoaBdataoBa lr aa tlna aailiil Ba 
wag^M^fmftolMiBltoawd ttat toa wul aMaat al Ba. to Nlaaait tp 


anatotaatioa aaaka to wkMk aU aaaUaaa al tha Mmm ibmi. Baa^ m am ^ ^ 
fnpraaainn of anpiulmiMiuiia llm ihurr iirnrn anny deleola in tho onrrying on t at w ith, 
JUlfffi dl i B Pi at waain and utcgnlarity wen nmde andnationg pjapwaa py inwai d iie 

Urn ii j joijij i b n m 01^^ to IntaitlgaB 4ho panapi affita al nffirtn nad 


Si* TBS aolniir uoiKAf iVB noia^iL 

lap:Moii IIm f ib ll t tl» «mi mmdMm %ik «liMi M iwiiqpt Wi OtiCloiii^ wm 
MritaiMlj dliodMt^wM trafgjit mite -da whioli Imaiildwt iid 

MB bBllt tor Um MfcaliM M toiOBiw mmngti BB tiiB mIbl Tbe Sttkkor BarnigB 
wh M s tt wuBMBtoBdtds wBBlds tt i M Mt f Bl,^ BQt BBly lo Ihs toMiU of tho Ooftfa- 

BMto jl t M to i y bBi BliD to tkto Bf tte dafanotoBi of ladfa. It wai bi4j iii’Bpoc 

ttowfM toBt toB OBftoBIBBBt Bf tadll ibOBld bOBT B pJUt Ot tUB iS|ieB*litBrA 6a it. 

tofi Wlli% FIhbbbw fleeiBtotjg Mr. fiarrMi bb4 iIm Obtof SagUiBor ie|4lBU oa 
MtoliBfllMCh>f«nuMBtBBd«iMir«dBwtotofBtliBttorlBtc»t odBitol wm brlog osereiM 
BB M»f ^ iMto of BipoBdliBTe Bad Uw paMtm of tbo ooltottB wto iroij totiAtobiorys TIm 
tditof g a g to oB f doBtod ttort bBagMira weio la aaf geaBo iBsorlM aad tokl that efoa 
■IM B BtoylBtiBB Bf iVBrkB» tliBiB WOBIU iM to Bto M ftoldBDOB Bt oAoBJrf Ib dbtrgB ot ibo 

Farther diiBMlBB ww adJoBraod tUl tho TTH MABOH whto Itc. PahaUJaal. replj. 
tag to tho ddhotei^ n*itontBd the dcmaad lor BooBMlttoe of oagoliy into the Sduar 
BariM fiBrfci. 

fto OoBBtal MbbOmt, bb behatt of the OefonuMB^ adoilitod that tho Wwrk bad beea 
li BMBihB bObiad eohedalM tbae. bat to big iBboTB like iba Baltluir BarngoBOBM 
daiaj eras poeeiblB. The BoaotraeiiBB ^ aaaaiB wm progreeeing at a ?erj eatlefaBterj 
•paed aad lirIgattoB aoaM be BBMieBBBd to tba hot weather U IVBl. 1%e dredger^ it 
waB traop bad Bot doBB what wie cspcBtod bC tbeai bat that bad aot impeded thefrogreee. 
The OofatamcBt bad ao objeotwa to a aommittoe being appointed ae inggeeted to 
•etattoMa tba watka aad tba aikM to eharga waakl giaa it ail help tbep coald. Tha 
BotloB waa pat and loat. 


t>emaiid andar Ssoiie* 

Tba Oofcrnmini*a Xaefie ^ioj iheo eame nndcr dbeoMioB when a number of aata 
amapiopoaadiaibadtmandtor abontUahi lakba amde yj the Kaeiie llmieter. Tha 
dOhata aeakad dcelaration fnaa tha Fiaaaae Iteoibar that aeraral diitilltrieii bad bv.*en 
aiaacd aad avarj eflart waa beiag Biide to aafoioa Ue dcalared poiiejr of prvhibitioB. A«l 
Mtlaaa for aata wera loat aad flaallj tha hOM toiik op diaooMioii an a out of one lakh in 
tbi whola dcmaad wblob taiaed tha qaatioa of palkgr. Altar a tew apeeebea tbe diiwaa- 
atoawiBBdloarBfd. 


Oa tha 8TH MABCH aa baportaat atateawat oa the aotifltlca of tbe DeTelopamat 
DepanaNit waa mada bj Mr. Oowaa|i Jalmagir, Oaaaral Member^ in moring tha 
dtoTT tor Baii 86 lakba W dta al apm eal jatoaiaa to Bambap. With itgard to tha 
BaalaMtIoB ba mid that tbo O o f a ram a a t bad aeoepted the Mcara Oommittaa*a 
faeamamadatloBa la complela Blaaba I* is 8 aad 7, bat the Oofernment would fnllj 
abide bp tba Coaaeii'a opialon rrgaidtog tba work oa Uioek 8. Dealing with the reaeat 
acaideBi to tba dredger, Bir Qtoiga Xdapd, be mid that tbe oommittee which lia«J inqnired 
totoitbad tooBd tbaiao todieid«4a waa ttapaailbia tor it. The dredger waa oovarad 
bf taaaiaaai^ bat tba aampaap with wbM tha taearanai waa placed had aot pet 
aopeptod liabitltp. Meaawhilr, walk on Bleak 7, wbieb waa iaterraptert bp the aeekl^ 
haa bma aaaiiBacd with tha help aC Urn Kaia. Aa far mbarbaa aebeiaaa, about Ri. 7 
aad aaa half lakba waald haft to ha pwtidad tor meettog lamrs on them, la aonola* 
tiaa Ito aaBeBaaid that Iha Qomrameat af India had agreed to raduoe the toteaeat 
aharged tolMlftalBAldiaadaBehail lakha from 6 aad one foarlh to 4 and 
IbiaatoarihpoiaaaA aadtodadool aba toaa Imm tba amt of Bkiek 8 of Buek Bap 
wbtob la to bf banded omr to tha mUHarp aatbarittoi. Be alao aaaoanBed that tba 
f tof i l B im aa tPtmBiBmt B ba d bmatobaa aadmdtmatBaBtHilbf thoQoBammaat, 

W^aaapliJfimamfBdaBBiBfabaatBailaadBaabBlf lakha in tha Ik 48 Jakho 
pg^jpd plmdad im abaadanmear at the wait oa Black 8. Tha 

Thadimmitoa m aa aea tto id aa-4ba aato dap aba tTH KaBCH wbah all apeahera 
aaa w d ataaag appaal tl a a to BlItoB yimtkmmmad^thUsfif, that it woaid aot 
iadaimdimBrlaawbaaioalalimd^aaafai titoaUllmiaad alfmKlp thorn bad not ‘ 
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wlueh hod iMd the iteet of mortgaging tlio progrm of the PrieMeiicy tor ahoot lao 
gceaM Tba moiioii waa deicated by a large majoriij. 

The Admittimratlon of Aden, 

On the lOTU X AECH aarprite waa cxprcaaed bj ibe Uoaie Member at tbe auttleaMat 
annottBoed in ibe Aammbijr regaiding,ihe iatute adminiitraiion of Aitea. Too Uoferii- 
meat of Bombay, be aaid. uid not, in vkw of that miUcmeni, propoio to pniooed wiih 
ibe aceoiMl rtadiug of the Bid further to ameuct tho Aden Civil and Ciiuiinai 4a»tioe Aot 
1*1 Iggi. During the tiiat reading of the Bill a few daye ago be and ilie Chief deoretary 
had no reaaon to auppoM that thia ueciaiou waa iniiuineut. f he laot that the Uoveru* 
meat of inula luut peimitteii the Bombay aowiument to proceed with the Bill ahowed 
mat thiadeciaiuu waanuteapeoied. Aa to what the nature ot the luture adminiatiatloa 
of Aden was going to bo was not known to the tioveruueut ot Bouihey beyoua wuat 
bad appeared in no 4 epapers and it was obvious that many ot the details in regaid to 
that aUBsiiiistration nad not been settled. I'he Uomu atembcr added that tlie tSoeern* 
Bent of Bombay would press their oiaisu in regard 10 tho eapeaciitore ri,oently ineuried 
by them. 

Demand under Exciso. 

The House then proceeded to disouss the excise policy of iho dovernmeut and bad not 
ouuclodea wuiu the Council adjourned. 

On the 11 TH MARCH, replying to the debate, the lion. Mr. Q. B. Tradhan, 
Excise Minister, reiterated that the Government u.d nut propose to go liaok on 
their deeiaicd policy. Beveral of the recommendations ot the Exoiso Committee bad 
been given effect to. ttteps which the Governmciic had so tat taken were rationing, 
reduction in the ituniher of shops, bringing diiwu the suvugili el liquor, inorcusiag 
the stiil-htad duty uu hemp drugs aud opium. They iiad a.su oui tailed the hours 
of sale. Ciabs selling foreign liquor bad been bruugut under ooutrul by the ImposI* 
lion of vend fee. The Government weie anxious that people ihouid not go In for 
cheap foreign liquor in the place of country liquor. The main difflenity wm bringing 
the Native Bintts in line with the prohibition policy adopted by the Oovernmeui, 
Aa a rcsnlt of tho fall in revenne, many of these States were c.atoooiiug aud tho ttoveru* 
ment were trying to secure their Excise rights by paying more compensation. Tne must 
effective meihou by farthering the policy of pronihition was to make the tax on Bqner 
as high as possible withont stimnlating illicit prounoiiou to a digrec which woa.u iaersnse 
inet^ of diminishing the total oonsnmptiun and without diawing people to euhstimte 
drugs and other baimtul form of liqnor. The Goveiiiment were not anxious to oontlnue 
this form of raising revenue if otuer ways and means couiu he found wbiou womd throw 
toe bttiden on broad shonldem and iiut 011 the shoulders ot the poor. 

Mr. i'aiers motion to leduou the demand under Excise tiom Us, 51 lakhs was 
then put and lost and tho total demaud was carried. 

Demand under Education. 

i'bo House then took up tho demand under the licatl Education and prooaded lo 
discuss the policy ot the Government with reference to the Euiopeaii tduoation. 

Alter animated discussion the Council thuw out Mr. bliivtlabsui's token motion 
for a cut of one rupee in the demaud tor Us. 7 lakhs for European ednoathm iu 
the pnlsklincy. Tlie mover said that bis motion was iiiit-udvd to record the prottst of tuc 
House against the system by which the subject of Europcuu education was kept beyond 
the pale of popular control. The House then aufourued. 

On the 13TH MAllCU the discussion on grants fur education was continued. Kao 
Baheh Dr. f*atii moved a cut of Ua. one lakh from Ks. 7 Jaktis provided for GovemmoBt 
Arts t'oiieges aud complained that the Guvrrnmcut was spending more in higher educe* 
lion and starving primary education. On the Edneation Miuistei's explanation tnat 
local bodies had bwn asked to snbmit schemes fur the piogress of primary sdneatioii 
and these the Government would consider and sanction, tue Rao ttaheb withdrew the 
SBOtiOO, 

A motion for a ent of Re 61,000 for inter-science classes at the Deooau College, PooUi 
evoked eonsiderabie discumion. Bnpporters of tho motion argned that it was iivt lair to 
give artilieinl snpport lo any Institution and complained ttiat the claims of Dharwar 
^^^Biege bad not been eonsidered. It was also maiutaintd that liic Ferguson Co.lege bad 
ffence cte mes Alfeady aud there was no urgent need lor opening similar classes in tho 
®*t8an College, OppusitioB to tlie motion ran on ootAmunal linea One Muslim member 
(keMicd tlmf theio was great demaud for intcr-sciencr ciasies in the Deccan Collq;e ns 
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tte Bmbtttat who ccntroUed (lie letter wm to keq^ sncdMeled ee Uuil Ibev 

migiK aed eemgete witfti rbe m. The eBOtkm wee LfeatwOlT wStIulmwn. 

The HoMe then proeeedfd to dlicvM the total giant ef aboet Be. S eroree tor Bdaea- 
lioB^ThMeierfed. The GoTerament wm eabfeotcd to eewe eritleiua on theeeoreof 
hating ttanifcrred the rciponeibUitj for priaNirj edaeation to loeal bodiee who were bardlt 
eagahle either linaneialJj or otberwiM to bear the harden. The dieeavion wm adioamed. 


* Adminietralion Aden, 

bn (he IdTfl HaBOH Mr. A. Sheih moved an adioaraamat of the Hoaw to ooa- 
•ider the uanetcr of Aden to the imperial Government and talced the leeealmeat felt hj 
the aneabeje at the iailare of the Government of India to conanlt the Bombaj Gotemment 
orthe GoaaeU before rcacbing a deoieion. The motion ealled forth a etatemcnt on behalf 
of the Gotemment of Bombaj from Sir Chanilal Mehta who pat the H^aee In poieemlon 
of eeitaia information on the eabjeot which had been cummanioated to the Government. 
Firat^, the tranetcr related parelj to militarv and political mattere. The civil adroinietra- 
Men woald oontinae to be inrtbe faande of the Government of India and it wm nndtretood 
that Aden woald oontinae to be m at premot part of Britiab India. Hilitar j and political 
adminiitralion of the lettiement, continaed Sir OhaniJal, were never the concern of the 
Bombaj Government m relatione with neighboaring powera or anthoritiea and with 
Earopcan powera who had iutereat in that region were not in their charge or of concern 
to the Bombaj Government in whoae poaition therefore the dedaion annoanoed made no 
ebaiiga* In view of the esplanation, the motion wm withdrawn. 


Demand nnder Edaeation. 

The Miniater for Edaeation then asnoonced that he waa oonaidering the appointment 
ahorUj oi a Committee to go into the carricuJa of piimai j,.aecondarj and higher educa- 
tion with a view to co-ordinate theae cooreea and to give them a vocational biaa. In 
regard to the woiking of the primaij Education Act., he had iaaaed inatrnctiona to 
oftoexa in hie department not to work the act in a harsh manner, but so m to give the 
‘ local bodice M much freedom of action m pomible in all domeatio matteia. The demand 
for edaeation wm then nnanimonalj paaaed. 


Demand nnder Agrionltnre. 

The Honm then took np diacnaaion of the demand for 26 lakha for agricnitare and 
roae lor the daj before conclnding it. 

On the 16TH MABOH Sir Chanilal Mehta, speaking on the demand nnder the head 
agiicniinte of Ba. 26 lakha, admitted that there wm a big gap in the reqnirementa of the 
agncvltnrhia a bile there wsa no agencj to aupplj the co-operative movement conti i- 
bnting abont ain crorca out of acaaonal needa of agrioaitnriats amonnting to 26 erorea. 
There war, theietore, aome tinth in the complainta from the cnltlvatora tliat large areaa 
of landa were Jjing uncoitivated for lack of fnnda and when thia wm brought to bia 
BO^ in Bhandtah, the complaint waa inveatigated bj a oommlttee and the maximnm 
limit of the borrowing of the onitivatora in tbeie parta wm raiaed from 800 to 600 ropeea. 
Tbeie were mvernl iraota in ibei preakicnoj where the onitivatora oonld eafclj be given 
more loana than at preaent and provincial co-operative banka bad large inma of monej 
which mmid be ntiliaed for the pnrpoaa. 

M>> G- B. Fradban, Miniater lor Agricoltnre, aaid that the whole qoeation of fragmenta- 
UoBoC ii^inp ^80 nnder invcatigaiion bj the Government. The total deomnd wm 

tbOB 

0 Domahd Under Pnblio Health. 

The demniid for Bn. SI lakha under pnblio health wm. diaeoaaed at length, Mr. 
oomnlained that Gujarat did not receive a fair treatment in the matter of 
for woiM relating to pohlio health. Alter farther diocnaaion, the domnnd wm 
S oto lull and the Homa adimumed. 

Kott-oAoial BUM Introdnond. 

On the 16TH MABCB a number of non-offioial billa wore introdnoad. Ont of eight 
hilli lotmalij inlr^nord two related to the Preaidtnt’a aalarj, one of them occking to 
rednoa it licm Ba. 8,000 10 Ba. 2,000 and the other allowing him a aalarj onij ao loDg 
M he devoted (he whole time to ibo bnainem of the Connoil. The third hiU moved bj 
Mr. J» Adtijman had the eb}eet of tnahling the QwcinmenttoanthoiiaelheWentetB 
India Tml Cinb to permit the preaence on the raee-oonrM in Poona and Bombaj of a 
limtted number of bookmakera. It had been fonnd OBporieae^ ho Mld» lobotoi- 


HQK-OFFICIAL BILLS 34S 

poHilrfe 10 npftmwXkfnmA \m\mAm fmm the pnadM ot Hm Twt OI«b til 
dMpilttetSofttolilMpoliQeiiwM known UmI the bookaatet iiklid onUMo Umn 
pnmiMi. B wno obvlontly botter tbit mb fumbling u did ontak dionld bo tMidw 
proper oontfol ani it wni balioYod that, nnder otrlok oon litiooi wbloh it would bo pomibli 
to fiforoo^ mneb of nnlioenoed gambling oonld bo oopproiood. The fonrtb bill wao in* 
tended, aatbo mover ezpUlned, to remove inequality between the rieh and tbe poor 
oandidatei in an eleotion nnder the law aalt enieted, hiring of vehtoleo waa fnelndod in 
oormpt praotieeo bnt a rieh and inflnential candidate evaded it by borroving vobioioi 
from friendei white the poor rival waa at a diaadvantage in that hla only rvoonrao waa 
to bin vebioloi wbloh wao prohibited by rnles. 

EloetUm to Advlaory Committee, 

The Home then devoted over two houra to the qneation of electing membera to tbe 
Advieory Committem ot the three railwaya in the city bat Anally potiponed the election 
till the nrz\ day. 

Land Bevenne Aaiesament Committee'a Beport. 

The Arat non-ofloial reaolntion etanding in the name of Bao Bahader Sale and 
rfcommandittg that immediate effect be given to the anggeationa oontaioed in the nport 
ot tbe Land Bevenne Aaaeaament Committee recently pnbliahed waa then taken np and 
wa<« atill nnder diaenaaion when the Honae roac for the day. 

On tbe I7TH HABGH only one non-offioial reaolntion oonld be diapoied of by tble 
aeiaion of the Bombay Legialative Conneil before it waa prorogued. With tbo 
eaevptlon of an bonr for qneationa tbe day waa occupied with tliaenaaiou on Rao Bahadur 
Salete reaolntioo for giving effect to the recommendation of land revenue amcaament of 
wbioh two were speoinlly atreaaed by non-ofllbial membera aa reoat urgent and important 
They vrere, firet, that in reviaing aatemment of land revenne regard abonld ba had to tho 
proAti of onltivation. The Settlement officer ahonld take into acooant the following 
faeton: (a) Tbeatateof oommnnication dnring the previons aettlement; (b) Proshaity 
of markett ; (c) Trend ot prioea ; (d) General economie oouditiona and hiatory of traot ; 
(e) Reanlt of crop axperimenta and (f) Bental valne. In order to aieertain the rental valm 
the real rent! paid in open competition by tenanta to iandlorda dnring the A ve yeart 
immediately preying the revision settlement czclnding years of abnormal prioea soonld 
be taken into oonsidoration. 

Sreondly, that the atanding to examine all revision aettlement proposals. Tho non* 
official section of the Hon-emainuined that permanent aettlement abonld ba introdnoed 
after equalising aaaeasment by A sing it as 20 per cent, of tho proAta of onltivation. 
Falling this no revision of the settlcueiit ahonld he made without the approval ot tbo 
Conndl. They condemned the Qovcrumeni'a action in proceeding with tbe reviiioiia 
while the whole quest ion a SB atill uutlur cousideratiou of the Council. Offi^dala pointed 
to tbo delay that bad already taken place in arriving at a deoiaion on tbo qneation and 
contended that wveral iakba of ropet's would have been lost to the State if revision of 
aettlement bad not been carried out by the Government. 

Finally, the resolution waa carried by 63 to 29 with tbe addition that pending 
Icgivlation along tbe lines of the recommendationa ot the committee, orders abonld m 
teined to the revenne authorities eoncernrd not to collect assessment changiid in revIsiOD 
after the 16th Kareb, 19S4. 

7fo Comei was fkMpwmsymd. 



The Madras Legislative Council 

On tbs HTH JANUABT His liasUsn^ tbs Qowaor, Moompanisil bf Yffoonaleis 
Ossebm drofs in Btsis to ibs Osoasil Obsmbw aiid ops^ tbs tbiid BdnraMd Madras 
Conidly wbiob bs addrcMed. Mr.O. Y.B, Haiasinba Bajo, tbs Prwidsikt, was In tbs 
dbalr. Tbsra was foil attendanoe of BMSibeai and alas asw a satbsm tOM tbs oatb of 
alkgbuioe. 

Tbs BMSt bnportaat boahisas after tbs Qsfsmor^ addisis was tbs slsotioa of tbs 
OeiNity msidsn^ for whieh tbs ladspsadsat Party aossinatsd Mrs. Matbalababal AbbmI, 
tbs bafj member of tbs Ooaaeil. Other oaadidateo baviag withdrawn from tbs fleld, 
•be was eleetcd anoppoasd as Ospoty Presid^t. 

Ooferaor^s Addrem. 

H. B. tbs OofetnoTi la addressiag tbs OooneU, obferred siaoe the Jast aessioa tbssa 
bas been soasidsrablo obangs in tbs posltioa of parti^ bat tbere bas bsea ebaags In 
tbs arsds aad jrrqalnwsent^ in tbs hopes and afpiimtioos of tbs 'psopto of this PrasMsaty 
and of India as m whols as to tbs msasars Of tlsM in whiob these ean be InUlUsd aad tbs 
nltbai^ cateat to vrhiob tbsg can bs satisfled, Tbeis amj be dtferoiioe of opinion, 
bat I woald veatars to hoj^ that at least on the road towards those ideals ws ean all 
mareh together in a spirit of i^int endeaeoar and detsrsslnstion, that no notion of 
oars shall oostraet the forward marob, aUhoagh diHsrent paths mty be ohosen all 
leading in tbe same dlisetioii. 

II Is far na hers in Madiasi In tba Prsiidenef In wbiOfa ao strong aflort baa been 
naUfalowodL’iliBBeiormsia demomtialB at ^is ptyobologieal moment In tbs biatoty 
Of iba Bafomm nor litnam iar fnriber assponsibllilfai, 

III OBSWtfiaitmb lbs Aoiamor aafeised io.tlia Btatutorp Coouaissloa pmfdsd lor 
bgr tbe OmwtnaMait Of India Aet, <wbieh wiB begin to fanotlonat the lataot In lOSt, 
tnd in aasj oaae in tha HbdlsBe cm tho present OcMmoU. He was oonviaoed that tbs 
BBcmbJfa of tbe Honae weis oogniaant of the pananoant need of demonstrating to that 
OomBcisfion that tba edoeation of tbe electorate and the country at large and tbs 
derolopment of team spiiit, whieh sboald underlie and was tho neoeasary oonoomlttant of 
all demoeratto institatioBBi had proeeedod on right lines towards farther constitational 
development sad reorganisation of the msehinsry of tbe Qsvsrnment so as to oondaos 
to tbe best sdvmntige of tbe Pr<»ideooy. 

H. S. hoped erpcciaJlj that with angrndgiog eo-operation of the Connell a strenn ms 
oampmign will be Initiated far edneational sdfmnoemi'nt sod general amelioration of 
the depresed and baekwasd classesj whose progress woald witboat doubt facilitate all 
further steps. 

AdieamaMnt Motlcm on Mettare Proj^ 

On tbe t4TH JAHUABY, alter fnterpelhitionp, a motion for the adjonrnment of tba 
bnsinem of the boose to diaoaaa the aasatiifaotory natare of the lrrigatioii|department 
and the ncOeasity for modifying with a view to giant irrigation faoilities to the diatriot 
oi Triobinopoly was moved ty a lepiasentativa of that district, Tho PresMent allowed 
tho motion which waa set down far dieeasHon on the next day sabieot to the approval 
of tbe Oovemec, The honse thea psaeae d e d to trmnsaet Don-official bnefaeas. 

The first item was a xesolation ffoaannsnding that famine relief works thonld at 
ones bo started by tbs Oovemment in nen«d dt a te traots of Kellcno distriet. A namber 
of amettmente extending tbe aeope of leHef works to other areas wars also taUed. 

Tbe Hoose next permBM Mr. flaldanha to introdaoe an nmending bill to the 
*B]smentnry Bdnoation Act. Tba Amsading BUI to the Andbim Unlvaialty Act was not 
BM>ved. 

Alter lanob the adjonmmeat asotlon broaght fay the B iem b e f frcaa Ooimbators to 
disoass tbe ansatlsfaetoxy nataia of Ooverament order on Irrigation and tha argent 
aeouisity to modify lt» speeially with n view to gianttog sqbm irrigatisn faeliities nndsr 
Msttnr sehrms to disUiett of CoiaAnlon end Balcm was dtaeassed. 

Mr. Kniayanswsmy Plllal awvod an nmrndsssnt to faolade Triofainopolj eIbol bat It 
was ralcdoatof order. BepreantaUves from Salem, Ooimbatoia and Triohtaopoly sap- 
parled the motloa. Tbs moier potetad oat that the Matter profest had depopalalsd M 
igaaiamiksof lead for parpom of alagnatioD water amd had leodeiad bomdsn aboiB mt 
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baadml thoMUd. The epeeher aifed Ihal the OovemmeBt dioold pfeiida lor tirlfillott 
bj wajet eeMpeDnlien of eboet 15,000 eeteoef laail hshiv Metlar dMi lor whlw the 
paople o( Silea ead Coiabetore 'were prepeied to pay eraii at aasloieao ratoe* 

O. P. Ihinaswaaf Iyer* loplylag oa bahalf of the OoreraoHMi^ oaid that the 
•eope of the Mettar Pfo|9et waa laoh that tlie osteoaioa of the oeheme to Oolabatoa aad 
Balea waa fapaetieible while the diatrlot of Triehioopoly waa well arved by SCaltalal 


BMBher for Thnjoa waa apahlag oa the aiotioa whta the Preaideat aaaoeaoed 
that it waa Ote aad the dlaeuaioa aetoiaatiealiy atopped. 

Oa the 55TH JANUARY, aa adjoaraaeat aotioa hroaght by a oMoiber froai Coloi* 
baton to diaoaae the '*aoaatiaiaotory aatare of the Ooferomeat order oa irrigalloa aad the 
argent neoaaai^ to modify it, apcoially with a 'flaw to great aome irrigatioa taoilitloe 
the Mettar aoheme to the diatrieta of Coinbitore aa<l Salem,** waa Ulkaf oat. 
Theoaorer pointed oat that the Mettar pM^eot had depopulated 66 iqoare milce of 
land ami had rendered homeleas aboat 800,000 people. He urgrd that Ooverameot ahoald 
pro? Me for the irrigation of about 25,000 aerea of land below the Mettar Dam, for whieh 
tte people of Salem and Coimbatore were prepared to pay even maiimam raiea. Sir 
Banaa^mi Iyer, replying on behalf of Government, aahl that the toope of the MetUr 
proi^fct waa anoh that an extension of the scheme to Coimbatore and Salem waa impraetloa* 
bleb while the diatrlot of Triohinopoly was well aerved by the Sattalai ayatens* 

Ooihe26TH JANUARY, a resolution urging the Government to aUrt relief wor^ 
tnelndlng remisaion of revenno for the nc« three months in the non-dellaio traote ef 
Kellon and in areas affected by the failnn of the monsoon in the liistrieta of Oaniami 
Qodavery. Onntnr, Knrnool, North Arcot, Triehinopoly, Tinnevrily, Bellary, Anantapnr, 
etc., waa peaaeil after a prolongfHi discnision. The Revenue Member explained the Govern- 
ment policy and mid that relief measures eoold not be direct^ to mmpensatlog faww^ 
any km they may have snstained during a M 

attention primarily to taking steps to evert the lose of boman life, and to anppo • inoM * 
who might become destitate. He, however, promised to take sneh measures u ware ,mMble 
through the agency of distriot offloers. 

Oa tho 87TH JANUARY, Mr. Satyamarthi moved the adiournmant of hualnm for the 
pnrposeofdiaeoeainga matter of nrgent pnblic im^tanee, 

Oovmment of Madras to represent to tho Government of 

that it wholly dimpproved of tho action of the Government of India In aenoing IBaias 
troops to Chinn, talmn ns it was witbont reference to the Legislative Assembly. 

The President asked the mover whether the motion was ®Mer. 

Mr Satvamnnlii stated that the motion merely sought to commanicsto the opinion 
of the house, as a repreaeotative popnJft'' 
intmtlonoCinterferiii, with tbe foreign retotwM of the 

Mttart aflMting the Central Oorernment ^ on preeiooe oceaelon. iy en^dlwa^ « 
the floor o( the Hooeo. He pointed oot that the matw * 

troop., eipeoiaU, Sappeto ind Miners wero reported to be deepatohed Jtoe. th* Hadiaa 

^***«r*?ania*wami Aijer, tie Leader of the Boi^ object*^ •* **•• •• 

the relatione of the Government of India with a foreign ^ lu dia- 

The FieeMent eatiefled blmMlI that the medon wat l a order, and aUowid lU d*. 
enMhm hdng fixed for the afternoon, oobjeet to the Ootem ot e appw wi. - ^ 

Beiontbe OonnoU roee for Innch tho Preeldent annoonood that the Oowmor nM 
Ikallowed Hr, Satjamnrthi'i adjoamment aothrn. 

Hoplab Cdlonleatlon of tho Andaaaoi, 

Them iram nboot 46 twolnttone on tho agendo, tt . “g*. rtoSIff 

MdpMMd, The molt Inmortant ef them wno one on tho 
■one whieh mooanMnded to the ***** 

tebmw and to tmnibr nil Hainhor mboUta __ ivhaif rf tta aoeom- 

Shah Babndnr Mnhamod 0«an, Home Henrtw, « pSwttSm 

meat that ttc Oommmeat of India wat meponribto ^ 1^ 

«M an each thingt aa Monleh ooionlmHon, elnoe the wl wne h^^ a m^n ^ j; 

jgShTilaeelhttW Ih.«ml-I« 
*** d-T w w-d ed to the Oomrny^ fo eiMd «• 
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BiDd« BfllfgioHi MMMBli ^ 

Bepljteg lo iakKpMimm npaihtg tbe Biite Bdigloat XadmuBti ioL tht 
liivlfcMtefiidIbitta tlMrof ttedravMlaBeef H wMiht tamikMi of Ihi detm- 
neat with lln tf of nembon of all fh« liiteniti «oMeratd» to ttploit tiic 

•obkeU aboot wbleh a eonttofongr hod token plaoo^ Mid to faring torwoid on MMnding 
Btll itUioiMlIoit opportottStj to impiofo the Aet, wherever lifomiTy, bad Make it 
aoeepiofale to the peojoa for wfaoae faeaeOt in was Intomled. 

^ The flfst Bsaaion of the Madru Connell closed on this daj after a fonr daji 
aittiag to aseet agate on the let Haroh for the Bodgat leision. 

Pinaacinl Slatomnal for I 927 - 2 S. 

On the 18T MABOHf in preesnttng theftnanelal etatement for the jear 191748, Kr. T, 
S. Xolr. the Flnaaoe Monfarr. sanianrSaed tiie poiitiiMi thus • 

^Agateat a lovenna of 1684*80 lakhs we anticipate an eipeaditnin of 1714 18 lakhs 
In 19t7«19l8. Bxpenditnre on that aoale Is rendered possible only fay the fbot that we 
have aoeamnlatsd levcnae balanoee aasoontlng to 184*71 lakhs. These balaaoea onoe spent 
do not roenr and represent in part nnantielpated windfalls^ in part expenditaro in pie- 
vioBS years leas than what provided for in their budgets. We are also lafaoaring under the 
disadvantsM of an anfavontable season which will affect the revennee of the oomtag m 
well as of the ennrent year. Even ander nmial eiroomstanoee these revennee teeiease 
fant slowly and onr existing commltawnts will for several years oonttene to absorb the 
B»a]or share of saeh additions to onr rcsoniees. We hare also large oommitments nnder 
sefaesMs of a non-reenrriBg natnre while schemes of capital expendltnre are lor the 
present making teoreased demands on oar revenoes in connection with the pqrment of 
intereat and the m-payment of capital. 

It might nnder these eirenmstanees be nrged that there Is an element of leeklessoem 
in the fandg^ now plaosd before the Oonnoll. 1 do not deny that all these consideration 
give food for thonght bnt in the first place we may reasonably hope that the next monsoon 
wUl not fdllow the example set ly its predeoesooir. Oor commitments are not so ont of 
‘ onr control that we cannot adjnst fntnre expendltnre to onr existing leoonrees, should 
that, I sincerely hm it will not, prove nee s war y. And I am so Impressed hf the 
immenao aasonnt of ground yet to be ohvered iii all adminiatratiee directions that t am 
nnwilling to give the aighai for rednoed spe^ nntil eOnvIncM that it is essentiaL 

** And here it iswml to remember that onr' potential rcsonroes are not exhausted, 
though when and to what extent they will be released rests nltlmately in other hands 
than ours. Althodgh it is a matter In wl^leh a heavy rerronslbillty rests upon onr 
repreientatives elsewhere^ wo still pay a oontribotlon of 168 lakhs from onr piovteeial 
tsvennes to the Central Government. With that enm at onr dispoial we would have 
sttfltel^nt reionroee to meet all reetonahle or poisible administrative developmente for the 
1 oil three years 

•* It is the peenliar mlefortnne ofonr Presidenoy that in Ite Pilgrim's Fragrem towaide 
pomeiiion of tte own estate, it bae enodnntergd and still enoonntete loimidahle ofastbelee 
and that at each stage fresh and fierce Hons roar against It. Bot so far as the Oovem- 
ment of India are oonosmed the Umg fight is over. In tfae budget which won piodnoed 
in the loglelntivo Aaeembly yeetetday ihb Hon’ble Sir Basil Blaekett annoanoed that if 
the Govenunent of ladib^ proporale for 1987-1998 am adopted they ennm a total 
leeniriag remMon in’ respsot of the provinolbl ebatribntiooe of 860 laUin and a non- 
reenrrteg remlmion of 988 lal^. The eham of this Pres&ten^iy le 118 lakba leourrlM 
abd49 tSl^ Dteuieenrrteg, that is to nay onr pfoviboe will at kai .■tend in W 
petmainB of iti proper revmiuen. 

^It would be rank tegriatltado mi my part tf, knowing aa 1 well do how oolonml the 
iMnhi hem, I fall to pay a tribntotothe nteoertty and the determtantlon with whieh 
Sir Basil Blackett hae labonind to lenmve what liO baa tormi^ aslllatone nmad.thf 
neck BdCh of ifhoOentml Government and of the Piwvtoelal GovMmenta petaffim »«r 
iMinal relntliins and haaipering every aoUon." t do not Ignore their 0611 te tbs 
pathaoramfpionotboonntteyeiilOkeneheesro they MU hatehed but t ftemntly tnut 

tfaul bk eWNlu wiU ba orownod wHb eaooeN and tbal tbit auoeem iddeb wQl i 

mueb to Ibk PsenUonby will boaeeuied not meielly fay tbo goodwttr of tbo QovunmMgtt 
ef ladk bit Igr tbo aetivo ou^pention uf w own mpiemtedvm te Ilio 





te tlM 
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r Ml MfilBi MUdiMUlM and nil M wUik 1 MM UlMakM 
I tlipaoplaalllili Prctidcacgr irill not fcadllly faiifsi** 

WShtlMi ea p cn c HUft pnt al as adfaaaad flaara villi lai|a 
of a M-iaaaniBg aatara wiOi •obeMof aapital fSMdttara 

f eMfdad. 11 toigiil w arged tbai there vat aa alrerent af ra 

hadfil. Bat ha napad for better nanreoa next jear and Qo?i*i aoaMiltaMABts vtia aal 
aa aal al aontiol that they aaalil not adjait fatare aspandilare ta thalr. axliUag iiaoaiare* 
8till| their pateati&l reaoarort were not^xbaaited, Sm the prcaeal eehaM waia Mda 
pavlbla hy waaea al aaeamahited lOMaa baianeet which to-daj aaaaatad ta IM lakha 
Diaenialoa aa lapartaat BUla. 

Allor the Fiaaaae Kaaiber*s epeeeh the Ouaaeil granted a ean al Be. 4(^000 la lha 
QavarBMBt for lha paraliaia of eeta and faoeinea reqaired for the inoeaJatioa al aaiUib A 
diaaaiiion next eneaed on the Finance Membei'e leeclatioa aeking tor appiofal al 
the hflBfe lor aoBtinaation af aafioiebed irrigation and clfil worka. The oppoeillaa ahaiaa- 
tarioad the autioa aa illegal* After ooneiderabla dteoaaeion the motiOD wae pat and loM 
wilhoaldifieioo. . ^ ^ 

Small Caueee Coarte Aer« 

Sir Banaawami Iyer then introdnoed a Bill to amend the Hadraa PreehlaBaj Small 
no Ooarti Aot ^ting iariediotion to the city cifil ooort now veetcd in High Oaait la try 
I lalatiBg to lha titia of property of email valne. The Bill wae rasicd into law. Two 
oSIm biUe were then introdnoe>i and referred to the Select CommlUeeiL m tret 
waa a Biil to amand the Kadraa ^Pretention of Adoltaratioa Aot protidiog awtira 
laamdka fg ft****^ aala of watered milk, adoltorated cream, hatter and the eeoond Bill to 
repeal the abMlfaa Flantara Act. The Connell ad jonrned. 

Tha Bndgat Diecueeion. 

That dvarehy ie anworkable in practice wae the enm and eobetanee of lha eparehm 
trfAi in the Cdoncil on the 8BD FEBRUARY in conres of the general dfecueian on the 
tmdaet. While the Congreeamen eaid eo directly, membere of other imrtice mwa onl 

fraa a condition precedent of pro? incial antonomy. He praeeed for lalkl in 

*5« 

Um dMMmtio Mbit of .fair,' ond prowd how It faoptiMilp f»Utd to itond tho» MH. Tta 
OMOOOlthbipofiwoodweirtodhy ereryono ot the ipc^n • 

MttaM irntnatriae a nd hand^pinning wae alao adfooatedc Mr. Kriehoa ^air aonaoM a 
BafeeS wanting againat piaoeading w^h fortber work in conneetion 

Ohavery wmSi praieot which ia cetimated to coat more ^25 

httteaialata hoJua irrigaiian law which the irrigatton ThJtl Jin w?i^ 

ampbiMd ameatial before Jannchlng open any *>*4 P*®1 

tioniain made ta tba High Court Bench came in alec handy for criticlem WM a 
ChrlotiaB and two Mahanuuian membere preaaed for oommonal Jaelloe, Thcdlwaaelaa 
Mai lha whole €1 a high lofcl oompared with the pmrlone year^ ^ 

Oi tha ITH H ABCH, in oonree of ^e general difcneelon « tto 

khar thinai to the need for promotion of rnral eaniuy Vaanwre^ w 
,^ly police department and tha improf eamnt af the aaaahiaeiy aC 

- — of ohildm hodtllrt te 

gf gJLg’.aa! 
'st5552rssx“xsr'«‘sai 
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8priteicapiiMliedtiieBeedfortlielntrod«clionoCft«MSill^^ iMd Bemw Setlle* 
matCBill gif log tbe I^g^fttite Connell power to fin mtcii 

Mr. MnrJorfbMikt, Befenne Member, lepljing lakl thil the Comioil bid no audilorp 
toieo In tbe mntter and tbit the proper eonree wonid be for reeponeilile Minieter to 
bring in i motioo. Tbe toben ont wee oerri^, Tbe OonneU nest negitif ed bgr S7 votee 
to 88 tbe Bwirejiit notion for total omifiion of Bi. 84,78L800 nllotmeat for Bomi and 
Bettlenent. 

* Demand Under Baelae. 

On the 16TH MABCH dieoniiion centred xoand tbe Bwaiajlat motion for a token ont 
in tbe.iilii 7 of the ExoIm Commliiioner, 

Dnring qatatlon time the Home member atated in anewer to Interpellation that the 
nnnber of women and children taken to Andamana nnder eoloniaatlon aeheme waa 886 
and 610 leapeetiTelj. 

Bwami Venkataohalam Cbettj, oppoaltion leader, warned the Mlniatry that no 
conntfj wonid tolerate a Qofemment which did not qnleken up the pace to total pro- 
hibition, Mr. Enahnan Hair in calling on the Independent Mlniatry to carry ont tbe 
polky of prohibition took oceaaion to declare that the “ Jnstioe** party had decided not 
to accept office in tbe preaent Connell. The President asked him to confine himaelt to 
the Excise policy. Mr. Krishna Nair drew attention to the fallacy of the Bwarajiata con- 
demning dyarchy and at tbe same time supporting Ministry. Bererai apeakera empbaaiaed 
the need for forward step towards total prohibition. 

Beplying to the debate Mr. B. N. Arogyaswami Mndallar, Excise Minister, declared 
that tbe Ministry bad accepted the ideal ri a dry Madru and would work up to it 
by definite and progressive stages. His policy would be a further rednctlon in con- 
anmption by the extension of prohibition areas, extension of duty on spirits and snob 
other methods as were suitable. The financial arprot of tbe matter was under oon- 
sideration and tbe Finance Committee bad not yet reported. Bubicot to tbe limitations 
of diarchy he wonid work op to the goal 

Mr. Satyamorti declared that Congressmen were there to kill diarchy. The poUpy 
of the preaent Ministry waa an advance on the record of tbe ** Justice** Ministry. Ho 
added that if tbe Baja of Panagai as the leader of the'* Jnstioe'* Party stated from his 
place in the Connell that diarchy was unwoikable, the Swarajists would readily join tbe 
** Jnsticitea* in defeating any Ministry. Bnt they would not break the preaent Ministry 
on the strength of what the *' Jnsticitea** had been saying with a view to coming to 
power again. 

After further dlscnsaion the token ent was carried by 69 against 50 votes. Next the 
whole demand nnder Esdae waa pot and carried without a division. 

On a token ent nnder the head ‘‘Stamps*’ tbe opposition members urged a reduction in 
Conrt Fees, The Conncil then adjourned. 


Demand for Provincial Autonomy. 


On the 18TH MABCH the grant of farther conetitntional reforms, particnlarly pro- 
tincial antonomy for Madras was strongly nrged by the opposition members in tbe debate 
Ofer a token motion under "Allotment for the Governors Honeehold’*. 

Mr. 6. Baiyamnr.ti, Deputy Leader of the Congress Pkrty, declared that he wonid 
not raise the larger question of Swaraj for India, bnt would deal with the question of 
aMishing diarchy by granting autonomy to the provinoe. He added that diarchy eonld 
not be worked. The Government should always be whole and indivisible. He ulkA those 


who felt that they oonld resist the advancing wave of modern demoomoy, whether they were 
goingto drive all to deapair and make of India a greater Ireland. 

Ike speaker waa there becanie he believed that the political qneatkm wonid be cblued 
mntnal goodwill. Ho quoted the views of tbe Baja of Panagai and Sir A, P. Patro 
enbmlited to the Mnddiman Committee in support of the contention regi^hig ite 
•nwoikability ol diarohy. He contended that when the party whose members were the ^*pafe 
ehttdiea of the bnteanoiacy** had atat-rd that diarchy was naworkablh and antonomy waa 
aeotesary, tharo waa ao oaae for the Government. Sir Malcolm Hai]ey*s aasanuice that 
Us Govenaeat would do all that oonld be dent waeemp^. He was sgte that thepmoont 
Miaistoie would fiad very soon that they were there to carry ,ont the behreti of aaseea 
pom cm and that under diarchy they bad no real power, rreponsibility or ialtiatlTeL It 
M beta mid that the Britisher wae ont to eivilise and traia the Oriental in ielf*govera- 
meat, Theq^kar mied that Madias should get sahstaatial politloil mlonBi ao bar 
pmj^ were tbo oldmt popUa Tha dehato had not o o aol o ded when Iba Ooaaoiliom 
lorthidiM* 
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Kexldaf,the imillAltCH,thediMit8ioii of tho oamtitatlonal taw on » token 
notloD nmta the Ooteinor*! Honiithold wu rctomod. 

Nr. Krtehno Nair ebaraeterwed the diarclij aa an nnettoewfal eaperimeat aad 
•trrWHl the nerd for a forward step in Constitutional lluforin>. Ilk: the transfer of all 
iubieeU to the traniferred half. 

Dr. Muthnlekshny AmmnI paid a tribute to the British for inouleatlng lespect for 
Jaw and order and for the maiutenunce of geao(\ Slu* raid that imlia's yearning forfmedoei 
was a natnral and Irgitimate craving and her national oousoioainess was I be reenlt of 
oontact with the freedom-loving nations of the world. It wa^t time for the Indians to 
ihonlder more responsibility. Sho apiwslccl for the spirit of brotbetbood and (or the 
throwing open of the temples and schools to all classes without distioctiou and added that 
when unity was achievrd no power on earth could siillc India's aspirations 

The representative of the depressed classt^ji spoke on tho value of the British oonneo- 
iion and emphasised the need for the protection of minority interests. 

The Hon. Mr. Marjoribanks, Revenue Member, replying, snid that the Mailras 
Government was a subordinate Government and ■ as sucli il liad u*> imwer to alter tlie 
eonstfintion. Their doty was to work it in (he b«i»t interests of the people. It was 
probable that at no distant date the Qovemment would be calk*:! upon to report on many 
nspeots of the diarchy, and when the timo came the Oovernment. would communicate the 
weight of resentment given expremion to in the House. He wanted the House not to 
imagine that any section of the Government was hostile to their claims. 

Swami Venkataehollam Chetty, Iradcr of the opposition, rnnm«.iatcd the defects 
of diarchy and urged the grant of provincial autonomy. 

Mr. Srinlvasan, deprciesd ciarses representative, declared that the removal of 
nntonebability should be the first step towards S^waiaJ. He invited the Royal Commission 
on Reforms to visit the villagts and devise means for the amelioration of the lot of millona 
of the masses. 

The motion was put to the House and carried, 67 voting for and 26 against it. The 
Ministers remained neutral. 

Other Demands. 


The reduction of the number of Bxecolive Coanciihn to two was urgfd by the 
opposition members this afternoon on tho motion (or a token cut in the allotment for 
the Executive Council nnicr tho head “ Secretary,** The cut was cfleoted, 61 voting 
tor and Si against. 

The Conncil passed the demands under the heads ‘HjCgislalive Bodies" and **rfoviaocs* 
of Rs. 2,70,000 and Us. 6,91,000, respectively. The token mol ion calling for a change 
in the hours of the sitting of the Council was negatived. Attention ww drawn to 
fnnbcr lodianisation in the Secretariat and effecting retrenchment by the Bwara|i ta 
members on tho motion for a nominal cut in the demand for the Chief Secretariat. 

A **Jnftice*' party member brought forward a cot motion to raise tbs qutetion of 
nlloting teats for ex-Ministers in the front opposition bencliea The Presidgnt ruled it 
out of order nt that stage, stating that one of the party leaders had informed him of his 
intention to raise the question on the floor of tho Houee and that be (the PreMdeat) 
wonld flx n day convenient to the member concerned. The Conncil then hdionrned. 


Demand for Miniiten* Sslariei. 

' The demand for Miniatera* salaries was taken op on the 21ST MARCH. Mr. B. 
Mnniswami Naidn, of the Justioe Party, moved a token cut to expieis no ooofldeiios in 
the Mlniatry. , , , ..... 

Bwaml VenknUchclem Ohetty, leader of the Congress party, explaining Itat Ws 
party wonld not vote on the questiop, said that they would always be rc^y to m tbMr 
vole against the MinUtry when they were satiifled that such a eomc would achieve the 

ohjeetive of the Congress, namely, preventing any Ministry under Dyarchy. ^ 

DewanBabadnrKrishnauNair (Justioe) and the party in power was drawn from a 

minority sod the Niolstere did not have the oonfldenoe of the people 1 .* # 1 * 

Dr, Snbbamynn, Chief Minister, replying, said that he aooepted ^ 

H hk dnty to nn^ake the responsibilty of constitutional 
long ae be bad the eonfidenee of the House through tta ® 

(Bwuniiet benehei) be bed the right to ta in the rtjoe. 

that he mid not ienr nt the expense of the State dnriog eix 

He added fbnt thetokeaent on thcBicIseAsmand wee wof asconfldeneiinlhepellqy 

el the prevlotti Mlniatry then on the policy oi the ^ 

tlSrlSSSttS * W foiiv «• 
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ft Htaor itlor faioadod lo draw alleiitkm to oortam polleioi. fid 
lUftiltofO ohoftld Molga If tho latter woo the Idea, bat he^ etraagl j deprooated 
to oatearo tho Miaiotiy at fo oarte a otage la ite lifei 

M foteo to It the Ooaoeu negatived the iMitioii of mo etmddemoe, 
WOfahigaBBtral of whom 11 wore of the Oongreei Party. 

Tho CoaaeUalaowMed down OBOtberJtettee Party motion for a 
non In tho demand nnder tho head ~]flaieteri,«* tIm whole demand of Bo. 

IhOBVnI totho Honeeand earried withont a dir liion. 

Tho pmotioe of appoiaUag temponuy }adgef to the Benoh of tho Madma High Ooart 
woo ooBdomaed hy mraral memheia who epoke oo a Swafajitt oMition fdr a rcdaotion la 
tho allotment under the head of ** admlnlftiatton of Jaatlee*’. 

Tho ont wao efleoteds 56 rotlng lor and 80 agal^ The Oonnell adjoamed. 

Madree Pollee Budget. 

On the 88BD ICABOH tho Gorernment eaetalned a defeat on a Swarajiet motten 
for a ledootSon by Be. 5 lakho of the allotment of Be. 151,66 lakliB under the bead **Polloe.** 
OjMMWltiOB epeaiero urged tho need for letrenehment and draatle Indlaaleatieii of tho 
Pofloe Departeaent. 

Bir Baaeaewami Iyer, r»Iylng, etaled thmt during the loot three yearo a lednetlon of 
Bib It lakhe had been elI«‘Cted in eapenditure under the '•Polloe DrpartmeaV and he 
would do all In hie power to tnithei IndianioMlou. The motion waa put and eatried by 
46 rotea to 44. The whole demand waa nest put and agioed to, eabicot to the abore out, 
by 55 Totee to 86. 

Anti-Drink Propaganda In lladraUi 

On the 85TH If ABCH the need for reeeinding the Ooremment order prohibiting 
offleiala of the Pnblio Health Department from doing any propaganda work agidnat the 
drink e?U waa emphaeleed by eereral epeakere In the debate on a motion to rednoe tar 
a token cut the allotment under the bead **rubllo Health.** 

Dr. Muthnlakahml Ammai eaid that Publie Health offioiala ehoold be allowed to 
onriy ont anti-drink propaganda aa part of their dutlee. 

Bwami Venhatac h el l am Cbetty, leader of the Oppoeltioa, condemned the prewnt 
probibitoiy order and ealled on the Health Hinlater to make the poeition of tho Minii^ 
blear. Membera of the Jnatioe Parly alao auppoiitad the motion. 

The lilnlat^replying, tald that be waa glad that there waa nnanlmliy of opinion on 
thia qucation. what aurpiiaed him waa that eeen membera below the gangway (Jnatioe 
party) ahould haee ehangtd their uiewa In the aeatte r. Tboae membera were ahowing a 
ehange of heart In ?aru>na other mattera and it waa all to the good. The Qofemment had 
dcoided to reaaofe the icatriotion and an order to tbia effect would be leaned abortly. 

Inoiew of the Govemment*a deoiaicm the motion wu witlidiawn ani the grant 


The toting of the Budget demanda oonolnded on thia day. It la noteworfby. that 
during tho ten daye* totiig only one aabatantial cut waa efleoted, that of Ba. 5 lakha In 
tha poUoe grant, all other onto being token onea. The Counoil then adjourned. 

Debate Oter the Supply of Khadl. 

On tho S8TH MABCH|^aftar qneation time. Hr. B. & Mallayya, Swaiaiial, aaofdd 
lor an ad}onmment of the fioaro to oonakim a matter of urgent mddid importaiioe, 
pr— k, leooMtruotion and remodelUag of the Hadrao Oenoml Hoapital. 

dr 0. P. BaeBoowaaU Iyer, the leader oi the Honae^ potated out that the motion 
ooald not be in order aa it acNVht to tetifo diaenaoion on a matter already dtaonamd. 
Bk added that tha aaalter infoleed waa not of reoent ooeuronoa. 

, fha Pieoideat aald that thm waa a preoedeat during tho time of Hr. I 
HBaL 

M Ql P. Bamnowuml Iyer queatioaed that ruling with due icapeot la tho 

ohaarfod that the 


tenkataohahmi Obetti, tho Imder of the 
lemodolliBg tho honital waa doOt with in tha 
I hhould ho laiaad oa ml paovlaloa 00 
Tho pieaideat Baaily Med that the e a oti en waa fa order. 
AotrmplealaiitOBrelaafikhigEhafifor uaifoima and 
lahyBwuia^fpei^lathadmliawatetaioul fu tha 
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1^ 11 ,000 te iUtfoBMy ud fM ^ Pr.irtJ MWjWML 

!iiSoa^todiA*0»UUouii^H^ la llw mJSSf^SSSm 

CMitef aate Um donaad wti« aidt ta |illi witb Indlaa aiU jam. SmialaMiMm 
•iiaiied theaciQMHiici valM of Khadder ta tlie nn nral popalatira la. IhoM data of 


Bepljiag to tha debate Mr, T. X. Moir, XinaBoe Member, made It dear that Ikaf 
had BO petjedioe agaiaat hand-apan jara aad hand-wotea elothea. Pemlbllltloe of eaeeanf • 
lag each eloth weald be caplofed if qtdftjr wu foaod to be the eame ae that predfloed 
ta jdlii Haadeptaaiag wae iatiedneed ana Sa jaila la order to help the ooBfIet to 
earn a beaeit llvellhoea after their relcaaa. 

The MetioB wae bj lean witbdrawa aad the eapplemeatarp grant wai agreed to. The 
Ceoneil alee roted tbe inpplemeatai^ demaBd of Bti lt|000 for Hiaiaten* tiafoUtag 
allowaaeei. 


Madm Uninreltjr Aet Anmadmeat BUI. 

Oa tha S9TH MARCH. Mr, 8. Satjamarthi^ member for tbe Uoiveriitj. mond 
for permimUm to iatrodooe a Bill to aioend the Madraa Uainriltj aot. 19SS. The 
amradlag bill propowd the namber to ba elected bj registered gradoatei to the Beaate 
to be raieed from 80 to 40 and the repeal d the prlnelple of proportionate iwrceeatatloa 
ao as to allow normal roting to bf tha rale. It providee for the abolition of tbe ooaaeU 
of sft:lated eollegee and doing awaj with the repreaentation of Distriet Boar^ oa 
the Senate; 

Before Mr. Satjamarthl roie, Mr. M. Kriehnan Hair **Jait{eiU:** mared for the poet* 
poBcm<'at el the Util oa tbe gronad of want ot time to itady proviiloua Aaraer 
**JaiiieUa^ member olmraoterised tbe amending BUI aa a pUoe o( mitohienae aad 
tladietin legtolation. 

Dr. Babbarajpaa. Bdneation Miniiter, laid that he felt that an amendment el Iho 
Madrai Unifenitj Aet was argentlj called for. bat he did not agiee with all tbe 
^r orisiw of ge amcading Bill. He left that qaeetioa of poatponement eatirelj in the 

Bemal iwarajiite proteitod againit tbe BM»tion for poitponeoMat and laid that it wae 
aa attempt to strangle the Bill. Tbp motion lor poatponement was (hen pat aad aegatind. 


Oa the KITH MARCH a 8waraiift motion for the adSYornment of the Home 
to dieoam the qaeition of the aoqaiiition of a farm beloaging to the Andhra Ayomdio 
Pbaimaej at Aradi for tbe parpoiea of hooilng tbe Malaja Emigrarion D rpot wae with* 
diawB on an aiwirarioo being given bj tbe Uennue Member that the Madras Ooveraamat 
a Olid witbdiaw the aeqaisition proceedinga 

Introdneing hia Bill to amend the Madias University Aot of 1983. Mr. 8atjramaftbi| 
member for tbe University, repodiated Hit seggestion that the Bill was tbe resalt of a 
oonsp'rnej between himieif and tbe Chiil Minister. It was not a Government Bill 
maaqaeiadiBgiiader the namp of a private Bill. It waa not bis iniebtion to BrabmiBlio 
the Senate. The amending Bill eoaght to eapange the dementi of conflict. 

While Mr. Sat jamortfai wai spraking Sir A. P. Patro; ei-Ednoatioa Midater. lelmrlag 
to tbe BiU| eie'aiSMd **eBeh trash; * 

Mr. tetfuiulbi fOMbt tbe protcetloa ol tbe Cbtir mi tba Depriy PiwUot nU 
that tb. mrd mi Mt la onler. opm wbieb tb. n.Mliiiiiw aitbilww tin lAndtag iHMik. 

' Diwm BdMdar SrUimn Heir, JoitlM Piity, «ppOMd tbe nttiing of tb. BUI m lb. 
ItMndtbttlUpiOfMoM wenMiotlealeterflofortbereoMOiawtlloitioe. 

BMinl BmntlMi ml ladcpintait ■raben im tbeir aminlod wpport to tto BOI. 

Dr. tabbrnyu, Chlet Mlnliler. deBM beftaf bMl to do uytblH tbo 
oUboBUI. BoaadtbotoomraulJtotloiMigbttobotbowatdiwoidoftboOo.^ >lw 
ol piMMitlOMto rrprmtootlo. obmtd bo tbo nio ud tho rodaotio* of patal 
wpweontoUea oa tbo Simto wm nidMimbio. Ho propoeed to mtrodmjte OMadte 
BtiliaAagMr.tavbicbeomoftbedtilnbiouKadBHaMol M prcent BUI B)|bt bo 


Tba dobato hod aet eonelodrd wboa At Coooott nto lot thodoy fo mto oa t lw a*rt 
Pi tbo IM Mateb wbm, oftor lotoo dltooMleo of tbo DalTCiiitpBUl.tboOiOMtt 



The U. P. Legielative Council. 

The Thifd Beformed United ProtloMe Ii»gitlatlv« Conneil met nt Loeknow on 
the 1&£B JANUARY 1927. Oot of a total of 12S membere at manj ao llS took 
tfao oath of allealanee to the Grown. The remaining ten members wore absent. 

The only Item uf business on this day's agenda was the eleetion of the Connoil Prcil- 
dent. Bai Bahadur Lala Silaram who held this ofiee in the prerions ConncU was unanf- 
nonsly re-sileeted and after be had been congratulated on his re-eleotion by n number of 
spcaras belonging to erery party, the Connoil adjourned till the 24th Jannaiy. 

Discussion on Prohibition Resolution. 

On the 26Tfl JANUARY there was a prolonged debate with oonsiderable eidtement 
on the resolution mored in the Oouncil by a Swara ist member urging on the Gorernment 
to epeedily bring about a total prohibition of liquor and miopt local option. 

An amendment was mortul to this resolution recommending to the Qofernment to 
bring about total abstinence (instead of prohibition) as epeedily as pomible and eircali^ 
the Bill embodying the principle of local option for public opinion. The heat of the 
debate was due to the fact that whereas the morer of the resolution and bis supporters, 
mostly Swarajists and Nationalists, would have nothing short of prohibition, the morer 
of the assendment, his supporters and officials expressed the riew that prohibition was 
not within the soopie of practical politics. People could not be forced to giro up liquor; 
bnt they could be educated to dread iis use. The Government were doing their best to 
promote the cause of temperance. They had restricted hours of sale, reduced the number 
of shops by 42 per cent during the last five years and had extended the sealed bottle 
qrslem. Regarding consumption of country liquor, the Bxcise Minister pointed out that 
It had fallen down b? nearly 60 per cent since 1920. Government's Excise revenue bad 
fallen down by nearly 60 lakhs in the course of these few years ; but the Government 
only felt gratified at this fall of revenne since It clearly showed that their Bscise poliqy 
was bearing its fruits. There could be no better proof of sincerity of the Government's 
profession than that total abstinence was their goal. 

Mr. 0. T. Ohintamani questioned the Government if they had any means abort of 
prohibition the adoption of which could bring total abstinence. To this the efflolal 
reply was that the Government hop*d that the mraanres (hey had adopted since 1920, in 
othrr words, prohibitive excise duty, rrdnetion in the number of shops, restriction fa 
the hours of rale, wore likely to lead to total abstinence. 

After a prolonged disensfion, tbe Connell carried the amendment by 67 votes against 
29. Thus the Swarajist resolution was defeated. 

Abolition of Commissioner's Posts. 

On the 27TH JANUARY tbe Connoil by a majority passed a resolution recommending 
abolition of five ont of ten oommissionerships in the United Provinces. Supporters of the 
vesolntlon including Hr. Ohintamani argued that tax-payers should not pay for the bad 
selsctioa of District Officjrs, which was the main ground stated for the appointssent of 
Commissioners in the Province. 

Sir Samuel O'Donnbl pointed oot that tbe appointments were necessary for efficient 
eontrol over district administration which in the recent years had grown both In difficulty 
and coffiplexity. Further, the Government of India nsd definitely ruled ont the question 
of abolition of all Commimionerohips or of exact half. The Government was, howevery 
piepared to consider if any partienlar post cnnld be reduced as it was hopsd that ths 
recent tenancy legislation would rednee substantially the number of revenna appeala. 

Government Contribution to the Benares Hindu Univeiaity. 

The Council then adopted without division a recommendation to conttibnia to tbs 
Bsnaics Hindn Uni^sity a substantial ^ant-in-aid. Tbe Idnoactlon Ssciatary polnisd 
ont that ft waa an AlMndia institnticn. 

Rural Davdoposent Scbsaie. 

OnthatSTH JANUARYi aflartbeelectloaof tbe rcpreaentatlvca to thiaa ecasmiffwi, 
Mr. Govind Ballabh BmH, Swnnjlat, moved the first vssolBtiott. It waa a w a am 
pandatlffii to the Oo fc m a ie nt to pnpaic a scheBaa far preauting pcbaaiy and naeatiaani 



t 9 ]4M.'t7] sot C. WALSa^ ATTACK (» TBB JUDICIAnr fSS 

tMCHfttteii, ftgfhwiltOTff, •flflttijB Imtiilrfaii otMiMiniftlML JMiM owMMHiiott* 
HotttBdMdleftlnlierm the rml tmt uA to ftbot a deftailt a waa t aamallf isr 
ttoaliM vnaoMtor tlniml thrat yaiin aad to gmal tteifiM taMurtkl adAitait 
aldtoBIUrkitBoardt. 

Thfl ddbato took an iatoiotUiig tom utai oMOibor aftor mmktf fmi Uw CtofM* 
MtoboBdioiaaightoBod too Oooiiell with tot aotlritiM ot totlr depart tatot Hti^ 
all ktado e( deparkaento to tho Traattorfod tide epdko oa tot rtiolatloa. 

air 8am (MDoBatll. tot Finaaot llamhtr, obttnrtd that their reftaam la o r a m td 
fofj tiowlj, Thdsr wart aot toflertag trom^laek of piogramma He apphaeiiid toil 
oo4»fdtaatioB wat nccetwry amoag the Tarloae aatioa-haildtog departmeati. Thnr wwi 
dotog fftrptotog they eoold within their limited moaaii Ualtm and aalU too local 
bodlet laoTMMad their rmoaroei, the Qoremmeat woald be able to do llttla 

After a fall day*e dlaeomioa the original reorintloa wae earried. The Qoferamaat 
did not oballeBge a dlrlaioa. 


Sir 0. Wataht Attack OB the Jndloiaiy. 

Ob the S9TH JAKUABT there was an Bneapeotod dofolopBMnt daring qaeelloa tlma 
la toe OoaaelL Mr. C. Y. Ohlataomai drew Ike attentloa of the O ofer a moat to tho 
following eentenoe to the prefaoe written by Sir Oeell Walto, Aottaf Ohlef Jaote el 
toe High Ooart to a law book pnbllshed from AUahabad:—"! have been tooekad by Ibi 
aamber of oaaee ot deliberate raaoality both to the pioftooial ]ndieial eervioe and at the 
bar.** Mr. Ohlatoouml wanted to know If theGofommeat had tokea any etope to pielato 
the oBoori of the eervioe and nmabere of the bar from that rillfloatlon. 

The Nawab of Ohaltarl, the Home Member, leplfed that the qaotatioa ehoald be 
foedtoitaooatest It wae followed by the foKowliig eentoBoe : **There are blaek f/bmp 
to oeery fold and theie are rogaeo to erery profeeeion. They do not repreeent tho hala 
nor doee their ooadoet dieeredit any one bat themeelfoe.** That, the Home Member 
pointed oat, made it ^ear that Sir Oedl*i attoek wae not of a general aataie. Theaito 
leoe to tho book wae aot written in hie oMeial oapeeity. The Oofemmeali theialew^ 
eaw ao aeemelliy to take any aetioB. 

Then wae a rolley of oapplemeataiy qoeetloBe. Soreial oMmbeie wiatod tolnow 
if the OofemeMBt woald ato Sir Oeoil to espange tho aentoaoe from the aeiC edltlea 
of the book and, tolling that. If toe aovemment woald forward to-day*e qaetotoae and 
aaewere to Sir Ceeil. 

The Mawab of Ohattari, in reply, eaid tbkt the Qoremment wae not agreeable to adepi 
cltoer prooednie^ beeanee to their oi^nion, there wae no ooeaelon for toe OoforaeMCto 
to take aay notice of toe matter. 

An Adjoamment Motion. 

Tbie reply wae followed by a freto erop of aapplementary qneatione arlth the reenll 
that efontaally Mr. Ghlntamanl ga?e notice of a motion for adjoamment of the H e a ae 
to dieenm the anaatietootory natore of the Go? erament*e reply. 

Lain Sitaram mled toe BMtion to order and It wae taken np for dieonaeloa at 4 to Che 
a ft ernoon. 

In moring the adjoarnmeat, Mr. Gbintamaai remarked that the Home numbrnto 
repliee were deliberately proroeatlr e. What barm wae there to Gofemmeat agfeetag to 
aek toe aathor to expange the eentenoe or at the woree to tend the day*e prooeedtege to 
Sir Geeil Walto. Waete to andeietaad that Goremamt ehared Sir Geeil*e elewa to 
legttd to the proTiMial jodiolal eerriee. DeUberate raeoallty wae a eerione oharga 
a^net Gofomment eerranta and tboee oflIoefB certainly IooImkI np to Govemawat to 
protect them Horn aaoh angenerooe attaoke. There were S64 oaoen to the proftoolal 
jadMal eeriioe and daring toe laet eiz yean not am than ato oOeera waieoom* 
peleorlly made to leeign oa enepleion of har^ arid Jaatioe. Wee that aamber rimridag 
or did the aathor tm|^ that there were more enoh oormpt men otiil in eenrloe. 
The eentenoe wae a drilMrato affront to the entire eerrioe. 

Mr. Ohtotoamal wae eapported by aeforal Swarajlat and Kattonalfet moetoen arbo 
wanted to know If the Qorerament woald have been eqaally impeealve bod eoeh aa attack 
been mode agatoit the Indian Givtt Servioe. 


OppeeitieB to toe Mottoa. 

Meaefi.Hebibnllah,MaaedalHentn and oome other laadhrider memben oppooed toe 
metloa for adjoarnmeat and eaid that the ieeae before the Hooee wae not the oeadnet of 
SlrOeeaWeltolB writiitotospfetoei^baltoeatlltadeef toe Room member to 
to eerCeia qaeetleae. Tmo wae aothlng to make a grfevaaee of the Bdem mem e e ri e 
eepHmaad mm wae aot meeh to dad toqlt with Sir Oeefl rithaa * Star €Ml*e laAgaiye 
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toi Itotog Ui rtitomwl Mr Bmi Hfhim Im •! ottei will 
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thri—i the ptrtod htd uk bm out of 
fffmrihi bod fiMi ofaoot 80 mt osni. to 

BS^toMondMy^EDilWi icliiole ftooi 8S.0Q8 to 88.000^ In IntonMdtoto fftllrtit 
ffotolllOO to 1400 whUil tbe nnmbrr of pon^totonnodloto otodonto hod toonoiid 
fnai 8400 to 8|Mt Thoro woo now 08 ttohniool imtllotioaf ondor IndootolN Di|orlw 
Ml 01 Ofitoto 87 to 1088 oBd the nonher of otodonto woo highorhJBeorlj 88 ptrorat 
tatlw AirlQoltafolDoportoKntnotobloprQgiiHrhwl boon Mode to piodnolion ond dto* 
tribnlion of oood% denonotrolhm p w oow n ond dtowkm of priroto tonot. Aboolb 
I bod bon totiodooed to 17 dlitrioto. OoHiooiollfo moveoMto hod toooiord opeolot 
of loto ond 0 nnmbor of meoooioi for Smpiooonent woold tborlly bo oorriid 
ftaoiol loodo woio boing ftoontoltotod on niodoni llnoo ond Ifboml gmnte hod 
I to Ibo hnol bodtai lor teproremenl of nnitollott ond wotor<worki. 



Voting on Bndgot Donondo* 

Minlitoni* Bolortw Totod. 

On Ibo IITH MABOH the flnt oi the bndgot domoniie, the one nndor tbo hood 
■*Gonoinl Adndnhtrotion'* ooMontiog toBo l«0740,448t woi pnontod In tbo OoonotU 
Ai nolioo hod boon Mm of oi ouinj oo nine nMtfoni for rodootkm of Minltlirb* io1ortoi» 
tbenwoeoloiioottondonooof Btombm ond tbe iMton^ gollorj woo pobkod. Doboto 
on tbo oMtlon for oniieion of thedomond to roopeot of Mlnlitere* oolorioo toobod totofoil 
ondoiwnoboerfodlnthoooniooof thornltegfioai thobboir It oontolnod on oloownt of 
nnnolilj. 

Pondit Oofind Bollobb PANT, Bworoiiot loodor ond mofor, auulo It 
tbol bli OMlioii bod no direot eonorrn with tbo poroonolltj or poUqr of tbf 
Hii mtoto woe ogolnet tbo prooent oonetitotJonol dofooto Hb wi 
r to thio proTinoo. Ho elnooiolj bdlcred thot hie oonntfy woold bo 
boot <7 getting rid of oil Minletoio, Mr. Pont woo mpportod by oetoinl Swotojiito. 

fiol Bojciworl BALI, Bdneotlon Mlnlotor, in repto. oi pt Miod hie grotitndo thol 
Mr. Pnot^ o t tobk woo oonititotionol ond not penonoL Tb ooro Mtoitoeio or not to boro 
tbm hod beoooM o hhtoriool problem In Indian mIUIoi. It bod been dloomiod 
thfoodboioond woo looponeiblo tor the oHgIn bf diffemt politlool portico. Tbo wholo 
oonniij woe diridod on It, It woold oerfo no noefnl porpooe to rcltaroto tbootgn- 
monte oitber in loroor of or ogolnet dyofohj in tbie Ooonell. He for ono woold 
bo glod to eeo the end of djoioby. Ho ond hie oolleogno oe longoe thieo jeonogo 
bod qprfeeed the nune flew in tboir mlnoto before tbo Mnddimen Oommlttooi 
Indion opinion wu oil in feroor of prorlnelol ontonony. Tbo reoion thot be ond hie 
ooUeognee oontinned to keep dyoreby lirlog woe ibot thoy did not bellero In toeing bolf 
the wM in onioh of tbe whole one. Wbotoror dcfoete dyoreby Blfbt bore, it bod to 
bo odmittod thol elnoo the lelonne eomo into being there bod been oonekterobto odronoo 
to tbe doportmento nndor tbo oontrol of tbo Minletaie In tbie protlneo ot looet^ Tto 
Oonnoil hod oonoioto prooli betoio them In the ebopo of roomnleed nnlrereltiei^ popoto- 
rtoed dietriet booide ond In the progreei mode by tbo DeportOMnto of Indoetrtoe ond 


Agflonltorn Hb woold IQw to kim wbot Bongol oM Control Prorinom 


fid of tboto Minleton. Hot modi opporingy,ilnoe tbty hod now fotnood 1 
Mdomd tholr deoleion. 

I fnrther dototo tbo motion for o erterion of Ibo prorletan tor MinietoiV 
iwiototowitbontodifleton. Tbo Honeo then odloomed. 

Bodnetton of OoaMniieloMrt> Poetot 

On the 18TB MABOH tbo Oorommont ene to tood oeroiol d e to o to when tbe Connell 
, . nhd ooneindodroling of tbo demond nndor the bond ••Oenoml 

The Idg Mo t enl^ ofleetod woe to icepoet of profirion tor the Com mfm lonom* eetobMebmont, 


Mr.8l;.CPbnAiiminliMLeidor,wbapiopoeed o lodnotlon of Be. 8 lokhe nndor Iblo 
bend, nmd tbo oboUtton of idl ooeraileetonerehlpe oc If tbot woe not poeeiblo ot leoel n 
noneMewibbi lednotlon In their hnpber. 'Tbo motlob woe oppeeed by two lowyof 
Mi* Ohogdbniyin M nnt nIi bb end Mr* Mbindil Bmon^ on tbe gmnnd tiot 1 
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XHB U. P, XMGtSUaiVE COUMCU. 

to do vitooot Iba OinBlMlniieio who hod o ra 
to Mia!d.to Htt oad iomboo raito aad oloo to: 


tUtoBMto 

ihot <C toaottaw to 
(01 


tootoiioi 


ODanaU, to OMoitag tlw aM(iao,poiii(edoo(thot»«aoaUBtoUandao> 
otwooldaaaatttatMloriadietionoltlw Mooiolag TTmoitaalniirii heooaaoi 
IMoaawWdy. tho iMtIoB for ladoetiaa waa adopted hjr 41 aolao ogotoat Ml 
Saeiatarial KatoUttboMot. 

t . **?^ 1**** ' ! S * ^ **,000 waa aloe adoplad hjr M wtaa agaloat 48 

oattoMtlonolMr. 0, Y. Cbtouaaaol to napeet of the ilam oaManiog daeralarlat 
aatahUahMOk ThoBMveraiidUaaoppottctawgedUw aboUtioo at appotaoNBta in (ha 
DeDMtBOift tht GsDeral fiMi^teriatn 

Along with Hr. Hofii UkUjat Hinwiiii, Mr. Ohintumni wm nbo impontiUe lor 
n tohon oot in roipoot of tho Beoretortot dennnd. This ent wu in order to 

bring to the notooe of the Ckifernment tl^ desimbility of haviiig more Indione m 
B eemniieO^and Dopnt j BecieUriei and oIm of the abolition of the port of the Chief 


Meeting Place of the Council. 

Mr. Fhnti Swaiailit kader, mond for a nominal eat to ezprem the deeire of the 
Boom to bare the CoaaeU meeting at Mainital. This motion was adopted withont anj 
oerioai oppoeition from anj quarter. The total reduetion cAeeted bj the Cooneil in 
Kipcetof the demand under the head** General Adminiitiation-'amonati to Bi. 9,68,181. 
The ictt of the demand wao toted. 


DiienmlOB on Police Demand. 

On the I4TH MARCH, the baiinefs before the Cooneil was toting on Police demand. 
One of the passages to which objection was taken hj the Cooneil in the shape of a token 
motion lor reduction expressed the grietanoe that the High Court seldom awarded the 
extreme penaltj of law to persons found guiltj of murder, la the donroe of the debate 
thf . .Inspeotor-Geacnd said that he bad no intention to attack the Jodlciary. He had 
onlj expressed bis honest opinion. He admitted that the cxpxemion was onbappj and 
legietted haring used it. Mr. Dodd expressed his regret for another passage in the 
unnuulreport which run as follows:—** And wild assertions of lem responsible politicians 
regarding 0. 1. D. Faotorj of rerolntionary crime was as baseless as tbcj were stupid.'* 
Mr. Dodd denied that the passage had anj bemring on the Cooneil dlseossions. He waa 
00 ^ that it was liable to be so interpret^ Both those token cuts were withdrawn bj the 
sespeetiTe moteii at the suggestion of the President who hoped that in fiew of Mr. 
Dodd's le^les^ the matter should be allowed to drop. 

Reduction of D. 1. Q's Posts. 

A token cut was adopted in spite of the Government op| osition with a view to 
icdttoe one of the four posts of Depotj inspeotors-Genoral in the United Provinces. A 
' motion lor reduotion of the 0. 1. D. desaand bj Rs. 96,000 was rejected bj 48 votes to 86, 

Protection to the Maharaja of Mabha. 

Refcicnce was then n4ide soppotting the motion for a token cot onder the head 
C. l.D. Lj 1 Laker Man jit Bingh that the Mabaiaja Baheb of Habbm, now a eitiaen 
ot iihia Dun, sent a ptiUion to tie distiict anthoiitks of Dthta Dun that he wau 
being tuljeelid to a ntjattritua soiveiliance bj certain unknown persons suspected 
to be the agents of Lis emmj, a wcljkncwn prince of the Punjab^ it is said Patiala. 

The Htn'ble the llciiiiini Docs the fion'ble Member suggest who the persons 
shadowing Bis Highness sctuall) are f die job referring to Patiala f 

MiTmanjit bingh 1 onlj want to saj that the perions are snspeoted to be the 
agents of bis cnemj. I cannot, however, laj who thej sctosllj are. Tbej may even be 
C. U Da men of the Government lor aught 1 know. 

Thakar Manjit Bingh then went in to say that the life and honour of His 
Highness, his wlt^ and children were In danger. Be asked the district authorities to 
aBoid him neecsMdj protcctioB in bis picarat condition of enforced helplcasnem bnt no 
action has so far hicn iMcn on the petition which has caused a sensation tbrooghout the 
uountiy. Thakur Man^t Bingh said that it was tha duly of the heacbof thoPdte 
Depanment in the provinoa lo rnakuadequam and ouitable proviuhm lor the piolectioB of 
litouBd honour of His HighnmA Tht Brnme Mmb udjoumed. 

On the 16TH MAHCB dlicaision of the pMfoe demund in the budget for 1997-98 
nasicsoBwdund ooiicluded, TbcC.LJkomnsinforuooiiMdeiuhlo umount of oritfoiNi 



t 0 arttllwO.l,O,tpdiijrflrt!^ to SSS&m «C «Imi taUnd of twMi Hi 
iMwrtii MtlMdowtagpoliltaaiior1«aad8«MiiilHMirtM<illkiOo«aQ^ 
rakm O, B, PM^ B«M|lit Itodir, Niimi to tte MtHi «C • mmh» ol 
Ml In oponratlon with tbo SaM OMpliiay Mi and thite an h w qu nl l i lM wHi^ 
ant MO. The Pandit wanlad to know alepe the Q a wnMH had takna ajiiial 
€• 1. Di Oflken who wm ifapomihlo for thon nielcii ant H a > Aaethw twua^ Mn« 
h«r wanted to know what ete^tbe O. 1 . ]>• kad taken to apithend pereen a who wwo 
add to be a aeaeoe to thp life el the en-liahaiaja el Babha and hie faaUtj and ahont 
whMathollahaia]ahad nodeanMplieatlon toUMDietrlolKaglitrataolDihfa Dan. 

Mr. B. J. Dodd| laapaoter-Mmal Of Paiioe, eppoiiaff the bnHoo, aoeaiod the Ml* 
bet that nobod j waa betog ahadowad I 9 the a 1. D. beoaaae ol hie poktieal fiawa or 
aotlvillee* He ebaltenged the aKmber to bring epeeifle iaataiiee of aeeh aetl?Hp en the 
part of the G, I. D. to hie notiee. Inrrgeid^the ei-llahaiaie of Ilabba,theie wen no 
leaeoBi to betiefe that there wee aaj dan^ whaleoeier to hie life. The awtion for rednetion 
OI0.1.D. demand waa lejeolcd bj 41 eotee to 81.. All the matiene for radaotion ol 
Paiioe demand ezoept two minor oaee which were aooeptcd by the Oaonail wen one 
after another rc)eoied by the Hean by a large majonty and moat oflan withoat 
any divieioii. Then wae an ineidant towaide the olem of to^ley^e meeting when then 
wao a walk-oat and aahoeqoent walk-ln by amral membeio belonging to the Hationallel 
party. 

The WallHml Xpioode. 

Mr. C. T. Cbintamaniy leader ol the Mationaliet Fartyi mooed a token redaction and 
cipremed hie dottbt if the pnrrinoe got 16 annae for every lapn epent en the Polioe 
Fotoe; A carion ohaiacterietie of the U.P. Polioe be laid waa to refaae inveetigatlon 
in a large namber of caaen In 1114 tbqr rcfnicd inveetigatioa In 11|140 cam and In 
1116 in 18,401 caieii The penentage ol rafanl waa 10*6 and lOJ reap^ivv^. Tba 
oorreaponding Igaiea tor 1114 waa Madna 1*4, Bombay 18, Paniab 8*4, Banaa 4’H 
Behar 4*6 Aaaam 6 and G. P. 86*7. Again, in regard to xecoveiy el atoien property U. P. 
hadanaverageof 11*7 while AlMndia avenge waa 14 In the year 1114. . 

Mr. MakandiJal, Depaly Piealdent, wbe waa In the ebair at thia atagii nmarked 
thallhoHoanbM enoagh dgarn and It waa time the apeaker atated the laota Mr. 
Chintamani replied he woaJd only deal with the Agaiea far cnee and leave thelaata 
to other ammbera he pr eoeoi i ii d to deal w^ farther etaliatici. Mr. Mairandilai iatei^ 
vened again and namkod that the weaker bad been qaotlag dgoree lor tha Mat 16 
mlnatn and he wonid be allowed en^ 1 mlnain to eonolade bia apeoob. Then wae a 
pnoidcntial rnling fining the thne limit ol |6 minatn for even apeeeh. Mr. Oblnta- 
mani retorted that ander no lalea the Pnoident had any right to ni the tian limit lac 
diaeamion. 

The Depaly Preaident again rated that be woald allow enty 1 minatn ancai 
Mr. Ghimaamni nU:— Aa a pcatnl a^dnat thia anaatborlacd rating of yoaiii 1 aball 
atop aty apaeeb. 

With then lemarka Mi; Chfwtammf eat down and ahertly afterwaida left the Ohaathar 
followed by all HatlonaUat awmheie, Later in the afternoon when Lola BHaran, Pieal* 
dwrt| name badk to tba chair, the mnttar waa bioagh to hlo notloe. He laiyoited thal 
hla Depnty had m ieand e wto o d a rnUng of Ub and had ander a miaappnhenaian atifiad 
thedeMa The Chair, however, meat ha given aonw privilege and IndalgiM and mail 
laaeive hearty oe-opeiidlon Inn mambera. He hoped the nnhappy epiooda woald now 
and. Mr. Ghintamaai and hlo feUowen tbenapon latained to the flonn bat teak no 
part In the debate. 

The CoaneU then adjonrnad nntil the llnd Mareh. 


Yotlig on Irrigation Deannd. 

Altec one inok*h reopilo the U. P. Coanoll leaaaembled on the HKD MABCH to vote 
the bw*gft demanda Attcndanaa waa poac debatn leokfii both heat and tadami; 
Tawndo tha elaoe of tha day*a maeilag, Mr. Mokandlial| Depnty Picaident, who at thni 
hearooeuledtbeehairimadearelcreneato tbeepiaode cl the Batienaliota eaodaa fiam 
tbo Connell on Teeaday iaat aa a protcat agalnat bia(Oepety Pnaidcnt*b)raliagahonl 
Mr. OhintaaianPa apaaah and the timo Unit. Mr. Makandilal made it clear that hla 
fittag waa baaed en a mlaaiMleiotaadlag far whleh he waa envy and heacaa iad the 
BonnUmt ha had not tba alightcat Inleation to atiflo debate wim ha raadnded Mi; 

The donand nnder diaeanlon an thia day waa ander the head enpenditen of IcciBBtloB 
workaehariad to levenne which ananntad to Ba. 84,48,00(1. By 81 vHn to 11 tha 


^ TBB U« P. UGISLATIVB COtnCtt. lunoiov 

** •( tto d!Mn?«Mf«^ pngMMiSa IlM OomsB fit dv. 

Oo M t H i tta ul bMM BaM. 

Ob tha >180 MABOH tta ObwbII MBdadad tt> JIwihIm atita fnOiiliB iw I. 
AtlK a a eict B aBaB alalw iai H a i awaapaaai'batthaiaBiaaiaaw haat ta «e<a y ^ MaM^ 
MM nutioBlMflv MOB iHmo Mf. iwMbUBBai loini M oiMMikotloBol Imm wbetliBr or 
Ml lifigotloft ibMild Jn Ji tnuMffrved ool^Bel aod plaoBd oodor Ibt ooolrol d ibe MIoiilBr 
d Aptallon to ontor to todlltato o»-oidtoatloo d work. 

Bir Som Cn>OBnBlL Ftooaeo Itaiber, czppBMd the flow tbol the Piofliieiel Ooonell 
wii aol the proper foiOM for thedieeiieiloBdolBrgecoiietltotfiiiiollMff oooMljdle- 
titooMoa d wSem eoblrote hetweeo the iceereed end tnuBBtoried ekked the Oovemowo^ 
fhe lodhut ooBititotioii woe oelther node nor uoeiided bj the Loeol Qovenmieiit hot bf 
PeiUmcBta The beet ptooe for eeeh dleeoeriOM wm the AieeBhIj to Indio end the 
Boon d OcouBOoe eliewheoB. Mr Itom'h itotenwot Jed Feadlt B. Onto to rotoe o 
potol d ontoTa 

Bol Bohedor Loto BitoiWB, Pfceldeoti denhted whether o weietitntiOQel entter d 
giofo toipoftaMO ooold be nieed to ocmaeotieii with the hodget denoad toneh o hoelj 
enaoer oad he mod opoa wlthont eofloieat dkeoeeien. It woe o niotter d oo bm bo b 
kaowledte thoi ladto oe o whtde denonded protioolol ootoaonj, to other wndi^ tnaeler 
daUdeportBeatetotheoeaMldMtolelenL Bowoold aet eoj thot o gme ooaetito- 
tIoiiBl aMtlet oonM ad be dleeneBed ol oU to eonneetWoi with m portieolo? demoad ; hot 
ioeh d h eoee l o n noet he poittootorly reetri ot e d er eln it woeid gin rin to eide-tnokiBg 
oad oeaelltaltoBol diieoeBiea woold leeor wkh intokrohle freqaea^ to eoaneotioa with 
onb aad enip hodget dennd. 

HrtObdatnenPenotfeafnatelKandaetioa waeoorried withoot dtoMea. 


Adodaletiation d JolleL 

Oa the tlTH lIABOH the Jail deBBoadoeawap for dieoaeeioii. TbeNowohdChaltori, 
Bone Member, to laoftag lee a gnat dBaS4,lM^0 aader the head • JoUe oad Gooriot 
‘ ‘ & odmiaietrotioa d ‘ 


brieij reflewed too odmiaietrodoa d the derartemat dorlog tbd eoneat 
leOTa AttbooatntgboodmllledtootooBitroetin crlttoisma to too Oooaoil on nriooo 
ooeiiioni were rnpoaeihio lor a nomber d lejerne to foil edminietiitioB. Hewaebtbere- 
fena gntetol to aondMol noeehen aad weioomed their ottocke. Berielon d the Jail 
Mnaal trbieh bad been oadertalna dortog the tenon of oflln of the Bahemja d 
M o h ene d a h a d woe verjr aeoilj oomplete ond^ wooJd eooa he pohliehed. Bondoje wen 
aowoempletehelldojelB^ilecsoeptlor eeaeatia] aerrioei oad ten daja hdidege wen 
gina lor importoat leligioao feetifole dortog the jeor. In 1901 omogemento wen made 
to p ir oha n gnto on whotamle beeie with the remit that the qoalltj d giala had 
gieot^ Imprond. Oil milla d impiond tjpe had not bem aepplied aad prieenen wen 
aotmideto wdrktormonthaalddaTBataitreteh OB dl milla oolem they nloateered 
to do eOi Bolee had beea fmoMd to provide epceial diet for prioeiiere to whom ordinary 
dial wae fooad oneoftahle. Arnogemente had been made for bdter aegrrgatkm d femalo 
prleorimn to oeMed jalliaBd for iaoieued anmber d female warden. The Oonrnmfnt 
hod aln deekkd to open voeatleqil etoool to JalJe to Impart liminiog to carpentry, 
hloelmatthyi weavtog aad dIelDg. Tbeie wae aleo a piopoml to build a new Central Jail 
■t Bceroti Health d^grieoB popalatioa woe eieellenL mortality rate being nlmoet the 
Jownitoladiaa -b # 

licoily it per oeat d p ri eea n e bad gdaed to weight to 1916 whenge only aboot 
8 for^gtli had Im to weight. The Oonrameat had a eeheBee lor deetri^ag A^aad 

Bearly bandied mottoaeteiiedaetioBeCJdl demand had been tabled, hot moot d 
the lodiotiemi pnpeeed wen d a token aalan aad wen aot p r eme d . There wn a 
pnlOBged debate on the qaeetieadtnaeportotloa d Bhoatiia (orlmtoal Irfbe d BohU- 

to dadamaaa. A aomber d aonmaMal nemhan pntcetad a^daet the 

, hot to the tad motiOBe for omkriOB d the 
I wae a^lnd by ti m« to Ik 
Bdopatag Oiimlaol Tflhee, 

_ on tho matte for token ifdaetioa when the 

iiiae tonite teilM tefoek d teionBiog orlmtool tilhn meetto < 

due Btodn dmold he latmtal to^— “ — * 

tofkoMiaiteAnjgr. 





VOr iMO CM SODQir OBUAIIM Ht 

PlHMMoa — JtnPwMrt. 

Os Um mb MABOH On Oosadl mBsM rtliww^mi «C 4MI4iMsiiil 
■iMiMthadMMsdttsdtftelNiidBSblleBMiMd OM Wsiii. T«s ^InsfiM* 
tIOM «cn adopted tf the 0«eiMil Is MipeokaCiht Jail Awnd. Os«M«ilii[Hi 
tbetaneiefolvodfmtilMoppoiitaMntototiUooaniiNlottloeBqeiritelo the OMnloielll 
roiudlBg diet tad dmi Is priwnL The oki^ wm odopod witboet dlfWos, 

Abaod^ piopoier of the other token rednotleo^ ifoated the OotomoMnt to Imm t e l t j^^ie 
inotreotioiie to oil ietofa the pmlnoe to the efleot thot Keeta prieonen dbivfiii 
leetPbonldiiotliegtfen bofdloboordorlag the feeulnlag tnelfo dope ol IIm loaMin* 
The OoffornBoiit raplp noe pjeipothetlo but the Oofemment lefneod to twee teltpephto 
iBitraotloiii. Tho lednotloa notloa wm adopted by 58 votao ogolait 18. 

Poblio Worki Deotond. 

The PebUo Worke deaioiid wae voted in lie ontirelf. The NotioiiaUO Mihen 
OMVcd for ledoetloa of the provielOB fa leipeot of oddiiloBe and alteratioBe to tho Ihioo 
OoveraoBeat hooeee at Laoknow, Allahabad and Nafnital» bat tbelriodootien OMtion «M 
Bffillved bj a forge mahiritj of votee amt the demand voted A Mo. la preeentiai the 
deiMUMi for Pablio WorkOi Nawab Taeaf, IliBliter fa ohafge» etated that In view ol tho 
oomplemftj and aigenojr of the problem of oommanloatloite and traaeport la the peov Il O A 
the loeal Ooverameat had decided to eontiaae their polipy of road laeoaitraotlon onn 
wide ecale at a total cool of aboat one orore and a half. 

Education lCialiter*e Bpeech. 

On tho 18TH MABOH Bir Bamoel 0*DoDiie]]t Flaaaoe Member^ taforoMd the honio 
that the oarvaat meeting of the Coanell woald terminate with tho dhpoeal of eapplemmaiy 
eeCimatee on the lad April and that the Oocaoll woald meet next at Nafnital. 

Bir Bamael wae enable to give the exact date or daration of the Haiaital meethigi 
Tbe prinoipai baeinem before the Oonnoil to^aj wae votlag of the odaoatioa 
amoantlng to IUl 17 A0t|484. Notice had been given of over 100 mothme for tokin and 
eabotaative redaetione againet tbe demand ; bat of them faaielj 40 were dimtiod tB-dMr. 
tho ooneideration of tbe reet being poetpcned till Xondap, Hitherto not a oingle MiM* 

Bai Bajeewar Minieter of Bdnoation, In pieecatlng the demand levlewed the 
progrem of edeoation in tbe province daring the oanent year. At tho ontiel ha legfOttii 
that thie jcar*e demand nnder edncalion did not compare very fhvoarabljr with that of 
the previoae year, Tbe badget wae framed in Jaaaarj when thie Qoverpmeat vraa faoi 
to moe with a bnge deficit. Allotment for new iteaw of exnenditare in the badget for 
all Timneferred departmonte amonnted in tbe aggregate to five lakbe d whiOh Mf a 
lakh wae earmarked for tbe Education department. Half a lakh waa a dleappointiag 
fignrei but if the remiuion of oontribniion promteed hf tbe Oovemmeat of India 
materialiacd Be. 20 lakbe more would be allotted to tbe Ednoation department on lad April 
when enpplementary eetlmatee woold be preeenied. Fignree of adnciatioiial espcndilitta 
In tbe U. P. einoe the reforms preecnted intereeting reading. In 1910 it atood al igw 
orore and nine lakbe. In 1921 it wont op to one oroie and 54 lakbe. In IMit 
dropped to one oroie 89 lakbe. In 1913 it went np again to one ctm 81 lakbe and ega 
orore. 84 lakbe in 1914. Beeidee tbeie amonnu epent from tbe provincial e aohg u er 
there were alec private endowmenle and donatione aggregating over one orera. Tneii 
fignne, the Minister pointed oat, showed tiiat linoe m reforms there bed been iSiil 
expansion in regard to ednoation at least. 

University Ednoation. 

Beferring to the oriticlem that there was growing expenditure on UniveriHy ednoation 
to the detriment of primary edoeation, tbe Minister agreed that primary education Wii 
of first impoftanoe, bnt at the tame time it coold not be Ignored that Univmelty ednealleii 
playnl a great part In tbe development ol the nation. It was said that Uaivomlifeiitt 
the U. P, . hed Ikiled to grow into oentres of ereatlve tbonght. To eneh erfiloi tiM 
Mlnhiterwonld point ont the reoent seleotion of Dr. M. N. Ibabm of. Allahelmd ne n 
Fellow of tbe Boyal Boeiety. An important event of tbe onreant. year, the Mhli idg r 
proceeded, wae the erent ion of the Agra University. ThlsBih University in the MOiiiil 
was bound to open new tf|dieree of edocational activity, Mr. S. ?. Kidhln. Dipaty DHiior 
of Bdaeaiioii, has bemi appointed special officer to bring the Univetelly ntA mueteiia ip 
that the first examinallone eonld be bold In 19tA Beferring to the penay el hlfl 
ePbcolnnd IntennedlMwedaeallon inniigamted In 1911. the MUiliter said that tt haA gMia 
in fmaevein oritioinn,bnltbeGoyermaentirMdoeUMttyoB|^viii|^ 4 a HU ttigl bffefi 
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OuBteg to prlBMij fdoflothm, the Viniitir cold Ihnt It hod hm nndo ooaipnIi». 
hinltiBctiMf 16 moMi^ltieB. The oonmittec which had hm a^^Mnlid to w^ctm 
Into too pwgfwi of pnoMip edaeation amMg MobIIbm and othar haokwaid ooMnanillic 
had Jakij cabaiHtad Ha iv|iort which was nndcr the oontldeimtion of the Cto? cntaMnti In 
ooMneUng hia apeoob, the Minitter icfencd to the Manic OoHege of Biadaalaai mnka 
whieh jka laadc good piogrcic daec it wae ctarted laat year. The eollage Ailed eiB 
ohfiooe' bJanh In the pneent edaeation qrctem. The idea of a plotaie galleij at Lndknow 
etfU lanained to be tranelated Intoaetioii. 

Voting of BdneatioB Deiaand. 

On the liTH M ABOB the wliieation deaumd of Be. 1, 79, 01,464a lom BOi 1 tor whtoh 
aanrant a fcdnotlon nMtIon wae adopted wae aoted bj the OonnoiU The licoe involfed 
In the token fadaellon wae the qaection d grant to Benavee and Allgrah nniiareitlea 
froB the proviiieial csdheqner. Non-offlold opinion wae aolldl j la faionr of enbelantlal 
gfint to tbeee two inatitatloni bat Sir Saanel 0 Doanall on behalf of the Ctofamamt 
elated that the two all-India nnltenitiee were primarily the eoneern of the Qofara- 
meat of India and not of the proeiaeial Qovemmeat, Thie Ooferament eoald peofide 
for giante to them only after It had dieeharged ita flnanoial laepencibllttea to all peofld- 
dal enbieotai After a pioloiigedjiebate the token amtion wae adopted witbont dlaiiton. 

A Beated Debate. 

Then wae a heated debate on Pandit O.B.Tnat«i BMtlon for enbelaatial icdoolleB la 
the prarWen for Boorkn OoHege of Bngineeriag. Among other things Pandit Pant 
nifed icdnotfcm In and IndlaaioaHon of the poroonnol of the collage etal. 

Mr. 0. T. Ohfntaamni, ex-Mlaieter, eeppocted the motion. TMe enppait wae the 
hnawdlate eaaee of heat in the debate. 

Knnwar Jagdleh Praead, Bdaeation Beeretary, quoted boom toota and flganaand eald 
that Mr. Ohlntamanl while in effloe did litle either to ledaoe the etaS or to Indlanin 
k. Once oat of oMee he wae oritieieing hie enoeeeeor for net doing what he hfm ee lf whan 
In power neter eaicd to do. The Bdneatlon Seeielary In hie tarn wan eabjeoted to a 
fidleat attack by Pandit Iqbal Naimyan Oarta tor baring taken ap that partiealar Una 
Of argament. Mr. Qorta blamed the Edaeation SeereUry of foal play, laek of dieeipllaa 
and Mfpaent tor hie attack on bio former chief. Mr. Cblntaenai, who oonid not poo* 
allily take any farther part in the debate and wae therefore debarred from the riglE el 
iil&« Mr. Oarta in eonncetlon wanted to know whether the Minimen after they 
eneated the oOee dboald not be Immnne from erltfolHne of the B ontorlea who had 
fmfked ander them. 

ftrf BaiMtrw Mi, Watotar of Kdartion, mm Mny th.t«ri.g tonMaiiudv* 
Mr. OhtatwMai Md the MiMiM eoM npleMutaM 

M hm mmd. Beet ta thedebmirt.Mtdwtouj fUtmMea(.|d.iaiteiipH< 
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On tiM ttm MABOH tht CmbhoII wiHi«blad tp dlwMi tin Umd Bwim JmmwI 
MMBtiBf to Bb Tto BfOKlft MtBtMd MBrlj B iMldtid BWUOM fW 

iidBelioBolllMdamMiiMoDlyMrfteof tImeoaUlba dilpowd ol tB-dig« TIm SoBti 
dlYlded Uifw tioMi la tha omim oC tbt dig and oB e?ei7 boobiIob tlM CtofBfWBBBI 
■rtBBtBBd defiiBl, Tbe wom dafeat was Ib ooiiBaotlOB with th« Swamjftt bmUbb iMr 
BBriwIwi ol the item ot Be. 9JI|74S ooBoeraiDg aarfej aad lettlenfiil; Them wii i 
prelBDfed aad BnioMted debate aa the nottoa, the taeoe btliig tbe wlthdfawat tar 
the OoeeniiBfBt of the Land Befenae Bill during iti aeeoad leadlitt at RaiattaU 
The Oofenunent pollej was eeeerelj eritietoed hj a large namber of noa-onoial MBhwS* 
The aotioa lor oaiioica of, the Iteet wee efentaally adopted bj 61 fotei to tU 

All DeBMnde Agreed Tik 

Ob the gOTH MABOfl tbe Connoll oonoliided the feting on the badgit deBMda In 
the ooBiee eC twelte daye that were allotted for ooneidfration of bodget pio?leloB« 
the Coanoll managed to duonm demanda under eofea oat of tbltty4wo maior 
beada. Of tbeeiy ftee, namely, general adminletratlon, land refenne^ IrrlgalioBi pol^ 
and iaila were in the remrted group and only two, namely, edneatlon and pehlle w e rtM ^ 
la the traaeferred gronp of enbieota. AH tbe nudieonaoed demande had not howefer an 
ea^f namage. When after the gnillotine bad boon applied at 6 p.m. to-day they mma 

a from the Obair there were f igorone attempte to fote aome of them oat altegalbir, 
drat Item that the Oonnoil woold not readily agree to rote amoeated to Be. ll^HidOO 
and fepfci<*nted ohargea againet the famine iniuranoe fond. During the geaei^ dl^ 
onailon on the budget aeforal membera had proteated againat exploitation of the lamlao 
inanraaoe fund for payment of irrigation intereetai Apparently to leoord that protaA 
ftry nphatioally the Katkmallat and 6wara}let membere thonted ont "Ho** whoa. llm 
oneation waa pat la regard to tbia demand. Tbe Honae difidad on the qaeatloa and Rm 
demand waa efento«lly granted by 47 againat 80 fotea. The next attempt at talit 
refniai waa direeted againat profialon for pnblio worka and other outlay not charged 
to refcnne. The griefanoe of the OppoaitioB aa foioed during tbe general dtooaaalMi 
waa that Oofemment ahonld not nttlioe borrowed money either for conatroetioa of pollee 
UniMinga or for tcoonatrnotion of roadi. Tbe Honae die hied when the qnmtUm waa 
put and voted the demand by 44 volaa againat 81. Mr. B. G. Pant^ BwaraJIat leader, 
eballengrd the proviaion for expanditore in Bogland and once again the Honae difided. 
The demand waa voted by 42 againat 82. Ttiere waa yet another diviiion whoo tbe doatand 
nader the head of aooonnt liitereat on delA waa pot before the Honae. lo tbia lnatano% 
too, the Oonnoil agreed to xrant provielon, hot voMng wae ellghtly dillerent, dgaere 
being 42 for and 82 againat The Oonnoil then adlonrned to meet again on the 2nd April* 
Voting on Supplementary Grants. 

On the 2RD APRIL the Oonnoil aaeembloii to oonelder the demanda for aapplcnmnlary 
fiiBta for tho year 1927-28. Tbe budget ao originally preeented providod for a dciela 
of nearly Be. 40 lakhs bat beoaaae of tbe remiaeton of the provinolal eontribatioa aol 
only baa the defieit bm completely wiped off bat there is In faet a eerplna of over one 
armh and twelve lakbe. Partially to ntiliae that anrplns tbe Government preeailed 
toHlay aopplementary eetlmatea aggregating nearly Ba. 52 lakba of which nearly 42 
lakha are for transferred aervioes and abont Bs. 10 lakhs for reserved eervloaSi On tbe 
tranafemd eeetlon. edneatlon alone olalma nearly Be. 19 lakba, agrienltare about Bn, 7 
lakhs, and tndoatriesa Utile over Ba. 2 lakba. Notioe had been reoelved for na maay ns 
818 motions to omit or reduce tbe nmonnts of demands for tnpplementnry graata. 

TbaFinanee Ramber’a Statemeat. 

laramdlately after qaasthm time Sir Snmael O'Donnell, Flanaoe Member and Leader 
of the Htmifti mmie tbo follwina atatement • 

We bad hoped that snpplnncatary eetlmatea would ba diapoaed of in n slagle day# 
Judging from onr past exparfem that was a rvaaooable antlolpailon. Yesterday we 
ReeivtdmotUmaforiednetfooaad they total over five bnadied. H la elear, tbonANm 
that our aatiefpationa were rnfathken. Fnrtber wo have reaeon to believe that It wlli 
be et^ry inconveniaot to many membera to letnm after tbe Id bblUays. Theiofori^ ft 
hue be^n decided tbet may ecppicmcntary estlmatee tbet we eball act Saiaii to-day wlH 
MaadovertUitheBexC meHlBgcf the eonncll which will be bold la the OMBlb of joae 

in RalaltaL 
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TBB Cl P. LBG0LATIVB OOUMaL 

Hi Bi TIm Oowhok^ Mnm§9, 

fim TtMM Ml Md Mil the lelloiHBf f m SL X. Mr WlUiui Menfi 

tolheLegielAlifeOoeiiQil;— 

** The Ctoferaor wlihei to ooBgrelelftte ^ meelben of the Legfelelifo Oooacll epott 
the temiiiitioia of the pfeeeot Mdget eeMioa for the eoneidemtioa which It hee giiea 
to thepobllelMMiiieHol tbeproeiiieedarii^Beeeieion whieh, owing to the ineonfenient 
eeonmnee «f hothhufii hee Intolvecl greeter demende then ntnel npon the time of the 
memhenii He ie IndebtM to the Oonnoil for heTing proekled the fnnife nooeeiefj to eerip 
on the adwfttleinition for the enenieg jeer end to piece the proeinetel llnenoee npen n 
ffitleiieteirj faeele. Tor reeeone ete.tdd bj the Hon'ble the Finenoe Hember it bee been 
decided thet nnj eopplementerj eetimet-ee Whieh ere not diepoeed of to-dej ehnll etmd 
ever till the next meeting of the oonnoil whieh it ie the Oo?emor*e intentioa to enunon 
fa Heinital in Jone. The Qofemor hopei thet bj the next badge! eamioa it mej br 
pMible for the Coaneil to meet in eomperetive emfort in the new Oonnoil Ohember. 
m Oonemor deelerei thet tlie Legiiletife Oonnoil ie hereby prorogned with eieel from 
the teifoinetion of tbie dey'i eeeeioB nntU eneh farther date ee mej in dne ooaree he 


llepntj.Preeidcnt*i Belerj. 

Hot ameh bnilaem eoald be tienmeted in to^ej*e meeting of the Ooaanll owing to 
naneoemerily prolonged dcbetee on motloni of minor importenoOi Thie wee dne toe 
gtleveaee among the Bwere|iat end Ketloneliet memb.‘*re at the allotment of a eingle 
dej tor the consideration of the snpplementery estimetce totalling orer half a erore. 
An addiliooel eanie of grie?anoe wee that nnlikn ee in pretione jeare no days had 
been died for non-oillolal bnsiness do ring the bndget srmion. After H. B. the Qoveraor^ 
meeeage to the Oonnoil bad been oonveyed by the Pieslilent, Sir Bamnel 0*Donnell| 
the Finance Member, pmented the Bill to amend the U. P. l>epnty*Preeident*e Balaij 
Act. The dbjeet of the Bill wee to obtain the eanotion of the Oonnoil for oerteia 
eoaoeeiione wbioh might be made to him in reeprot of traeelling allowanem for Jonraeje 
aadertaken by him with the pretione approtal of the Loeal Ootemment^ Mr. Ohintamaal 
meted an aamndmeat eabititnting the word **Prceideat" for ^ Loeal Qotemmeat.** 
The aamndment was adopted and the Bill as amended was passed. 

Bpinning in Jaila 

The Oonnoil next proceeded to dieonm snp|dementary eetimaiee. The demand nnder 
the head * Jaile* wae Brit taken np. There were mteral attempte from Bwamliet and 
Hntionaliat benobee to postpone the oonsideration of the enpplementary eetissnlee alto- 
gether bet the President ruled nil snob motions oat nnd the Honse prooeeded to disenm 
the )ail demand. The supplementary estimate nnder this bend was brought to msAo 
protision for the estabifsbmo&t of toeationnl schools in oentral inils for instraotioa ia 
bnndlerafts to suitable prieonere. A 8wara|iet Member moved a tohea not and waalad 
to know what kind of vocational training was gating to be given to prisonem. More thaa 
twenty speeohec followed in whiob vnrioos suggeetioos were nmde hot the spastei 
mostly supported the scheme of the (fovemment. The olosnto was at last np^iad hj 
B4 votca against 42, The Home Member replying said tbnftbesnbjeota to be tnaght to 
tha prisoners were weaving, dyeing, carpentry and bladksmithy. The Bwaraiicti wanted 
to add epinning to the Hat of enbieote. The Hooie divided on thie qaeanon with tte 
rsenlt that Swarajists gained their point by SO votea to 41, 

Bpeeial Pay for Medioai Oflfoer. 

Another amifon for rednetioa of the Jail demand wae diemimod ia the noarae of 
the day. The item ooneemed ia the motion related to provision for speeial pay for a 
medie^ofloer who had speeiallsed in the treatment of tnberenlocis to he placed ia 
ehargelf Bnltaapnr Jail where tnbercnlar prisoners were all argregated. The mover eC 
the lodnction objeetfd to tnbercnlar prisontri being kept at Soltanpor Jail and nrged 
that Ih^ abonld be eenl to Bbowall or Almoreh, Nuamrona epecehee in inpport follei^ 
the eniM linoi The Hon. the Hawab of Cbattari, Home Member, pointed ont thnt the 
pfbvliioa in the bedget waa not for the eetebllehment of a new prim tor tnbeiealar 
prieonere bet to epceially remnnerato any medioai ottoer who wdnld be placed In ebnigi 
of tbeexialing iail. If fnnde were nvatinUo the Qovemmeat wonid rsmlilj e ensi d m 
the qaeetiott of erceiing a prison for enoh convicto in eonm healthy apot in the billa ; bat 
Mml wee not the imae befose the Honee. The notion for rednetioa wee evealeally pat 
and seieefod by il votra to M and the Ooimil wae proregneil. The remafoiag demaadi 
weietimnp at Haiaital la Jeaeaexti f For Praoeedingp fte Fol 11.) 



The Punjab Legislative Council 

The thiid Befomfd Pcajab lifgfilattss Ooaoeil met on Ibe 8fiD JANUARY M7 
•I tiw OoBaell Obamber, Lahore, for iweariiiglA e( new elected and nominated nmaibeie* 
Of 88 membcfs more than 90 toob oath oee ilter the other and it took them thiee*qnartm 
of an honr to do eo. No other bmincM waa trinaaeteii and the Oouneii adjoamed till 
the nest daj when the eleetion of the Fmkiont took plaoe. Kban Bahadur Ohondbnri 
flahabnddttt was dcolaied doljr elf otcd Picekirnt of the Cooneil and Sanlar Bnta Bingh 
as Its Dopn^ President. The Ooonoil then adjonmed sine die, 

Three Ministers Appointed. 

H. K. the Governor of the Punjab appointed tbs following as Ministen to ad- 
ndnislv the Transferred Departssents in the Punjab :«*Agrlenltore, Bxoise and Pohllo 
Wor ks H a rdar Jogendia Singh ; Bduoatlon and IniiuMes— Mr. Hanobarlal ; Lorn! 8slt* 
Gofsnunsnti MedieiDe and Sanitation— Mr, Malik Pcrosekhan Nun. 

In the last two Connells there were onlj two Ministers, bnt this time the Governor 
appointed a third Minister. Tboe all the three eommnnitiet were representeit in 
the Ministry, the Sikh, the Hindu nnd the Muslim. Bardar Jogendm Singh was to- 
anpaialedy and Mr. Manobarlal was appointed in plaoe of Rat Sahib Ohandhri 
OUiointam, Rdnoation Minister, who wss not re-sppointed. The third portfolio was 
onatod lor a Mnslim Minister nnd Malik Pcrosekban Non was appointed to bold the 
ehnige of thla portfolio. 

Them wae n strong ngitaiion amongst the Punjab Mussalmans nnd in the loeal Mnelim 
pisoB daring the last two weeks for tbs appofntsmnt of a Muslim Minister and tbie eentl- 
ment wna voiced bj the Muslim Lesgne at Ita recent session in Delhi. Mr. MhUk 
Veraodkhnatsn jonag Barrister praetising la the Labors High Coort and had been 
ttrioe eleoted to the Reformed Punjab Ooaaell. Mr. Manobarlal was a laember of tho Sist 
Pnn)sb Oonnoll when bo waa fte Depntj Fietident. 

The Governor's Opening Addicsi, 

MBEt aseeting of the Coaneil took place on the SSTH FBBRUABY whmi Hli 
the Governor of the Pnnjab addressed the members of tbs Oonnoll. Hli 
ImoikBejy after welcoming the members, referred to tbo ohangee In the people's ailBdi 
hronght nboat hj the Beforroe scheme ami the iaSkenoe that the new Coanolls bad OMttod 
OB tho pnblio and tho general ooon3 of edminlstrafioo. 

Mxplaiaing his motive in appointiog a third Minieter, he eeld Ibat he had found In 
thn hIsiM of the Punjab Connoil mnnj of the brginnlngi of genuine party spirit, hot ‘ 
dsSntte nramtfcm on party liofs bad constantly been obsenred by tho inflnrnoe of ether 
, at ona timo by the after rosolte of the non-oo-opMioa or the Khllafet 


meak *1 another by ogitatlon among the Sikhs ami so forth. 

Oontinning His Eneellenoy said : " It was bseaose 1 felt that though there wers 
begimUngs of party life in the Cooneil, the divisions bad, nevertheless, not erystsUssd 
SnnUy cm party lines that 1 took last Deoemhsr the oosrss of adding a third MiaMer to 
tho.PoaJaii, 1 believed that in the present stale of tbings when the Punjab wae atUl 
feeling llo way to deSnlie party system It would be a real advantaM to have aa early aa 
pasMWe all the mala elemente repreaenled in the Government." Proceeding, the Govodor 
snhl My hope was to eeenre for tho Punjab at so latcieeting and aetive a period of 
if Ita development a Minietryooaetitoled on enoh basla that no important aeotioa eonid 
oomil^InlB tbnft lU interests were likely to bs disregarded and lastly 1 hoped that tm 
widniag somewhat the bails of admlnlitration 1 sbonld make sobm eontrfbotion towasds 
thn stiulBg of ooannnnal diflesoner,. at all evcnia in tho politleal sphere. The prosont 
Mate i^ibow bow far 1 bavw oomotly assaased that thare esiate In tbie Connell a 
to unite In promoting ordered nod bnrmontea pfogrsM in the provinoe. 
_ BBongh to tadaoa varioos sections to nbnte somotbuig of their matant 
Ib Older to seenro the greater goad of the whole. It It no OMna Idoal, yol ft 
ilBOteaawhlehiatrnthaalmofnny sBantoamkennnnreoeonnbloaBoriftos, . 

BMirtlag to other problem ef ndminletrntte, the Governor eald to respee t of 
oriMO the imvtoea waa rstomteg to tbs normal, hut omnmniial dlSsrsnesi weft ftitt 
hMafdeUhetntelyeteoilalaad fomented. There asrmed to he one Menr feaiaio af the 
pMaBUtoMtiOB. tetwte fe^aowbmrcaebodnteaUMof tanste aadaowhm 
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TniFI»4M 

tiirtl !■ MW Umi aii V — H i i lim hia tm kmm lolM^ Is fhe 

MOAI INM Of OB luit MKKBtMlh lHiiilinBi WhOM ihll fom of ^^^l**!-*.*** wmm 

Mmgrod to tbo poblSo. *• It to o dtetioniiig f mUio of oAlio to^** lold tho Qn>fonior, 
"tint ofdterj onb of codi oonnaaltgr wm Bot oUowod to Ufo at poooo oad finl their 
OWB odJootnoBtB VtaehieC OMMO from oMot and mot from bolow« * 1 eoBoot Jodgo of 
tho traili of tho fohake mDottoMt broaght agatait fhe PaBjab that It oopporto the wont 
oomflmaalproiiiBlBdla; batl ehooM aaj othof piovlBoo whioh oeald ihow m 
■OBJ czamptoi of ladeooBt TiratoBoe. iH all iBlerBot wblob iho InaglaatioB of maBkiad 
boo IplBted, ootelj tbo doepeet aad the moot drrodfal boll euwt bo remreod for thooe 
whoio OBlj olatm to ooBelderatinB oo tho daj of JodgmoBt will lio Ib tbo ploa tint thqr 
bafo domaod tho faith of othom Wo hare wanted aBd wo have proeeooted; wo hare 
dinot attempte at ooaolitotioo ; bat thto toamattor la which obo well diiootod 
eat of pabilo opiBiOB would far outweigh anj effort whioh the Oofemmoot obb 
or OBJ efleot whioh It oaa produoe. la all eiaderi^, 1 aek for tho oeeietaooe hero 
of BtcmborB of thto GobboU aad for tho ozereiee of tho ioflaoBoe which they ooma»..d 
OuMdo ito walto**, 

iB oondatioB Hie Ezoelloncy hoped tho aiembon of tho OouboU will lealioo that 
tho life of tho Ooanoil had reaobod ooe of thooe erltioal otageo whioh la aaoient omdieiae 
would haro beta oallod oliaiaeterlo ; for It to tbo work of thto Oouneil which would coma 
BBdof tho direct oboorratioB aad eiow of the Statutory CoauBlmioa. 

No-coiffidoBoo Motloo. 

0r« Mahouifid Alum, Leoder of the Katiooaliet Party, theo moeed a rmolotioo ezprooo- 
iBg waat of ooofldeooo in tbo throe If iniitoro in charge of the Traneforred departmento 
fd the Ponjab Qoreinment. Before the moeer had made bio speech and the motion wao 
ditcusoed in the House, the Presidrnt requmted tlio niembi rs who were in faronr of kaeo 
being granted to stand in their places. As lem than 30 members stood np in fasoar 
of the motion, lease wao not granted to dtoenm the resolution. Only 24 members oupportod 
Iho diaoussion of tbo motion and the aanonnoement by the President that Iraec had 
BOt been granted by the Council was reoeired amidst cheers of Ministerialists. 


Tha Badgat far 1927-28. 

Sir Geoffrey De Montmorency, Finance Member, then proiented the bodget eatimatea 
of the Punjab lor the year liiS7-28. When Sir Geoffrey conolnded hie speech be wao 
greeted with cheers from nil sides of the Honee. 

Acoo'ding to hndget cetlmatee the balance of all acconnta at the oloee of 1927-28 to 
czpeotcd to hi Bs. 48 lakhs. Ba 1,178 lakhe of ordinary resenne ezpenditnre and Be. 861 
lakbi of capital rzpenditnrc will bo met daring the year. Ordinary icfenne eecoont and 
Inearanoa fund aoooonte will ebow pins balances of Be. tl and 4 Makha respeotf rely at 
the eJem of the year. Latter balance inclndes the appropriation of Be. 16 lakba out of 
retenna to the resenne resenre fnnd whioh will atand at Bi. 86 lakba on 1st April 1987. 


Booeipte. 

In ordinary resenne aceoiint reeeipta are estimated at Ba. 1,118 lakba or 86 lakhs 
4 ees tbf>n the original eetimaice of 1926-87. Decrease to doe to the remission of Be, 17 
Iskle in tazation anaooaoed in Jane last, an inoieeoe of Bs. 14 and half lakhs in irriga- 
tion, working charges and a fall under ezoiee of Bs. 4 and half lakhe. Allowance has 
alec been rnade tor ezpeetcd oontraotion in the area under cotton on account of fall in 
irtoeB. Ordinary resenne ezpenditnre is estissated to be Bs. 1,178 lakhs or Bsb 10 lakhs 
in ezoem of modiSed grant of the present year. Gbiei iaereaeee are Be. 5 and half Iskba 
under Cieil ndministmtion, Be. 7 lakhe in kenshoent departments end 18 lakhe in P. W. D. 
Bahetim^l portion of Inuifaso to to be deeoted to improeements in the administratloii 
ef JeiB, agrlcnltaie, education, indaetrlci, proeincialisation of heepitals aad oom- 
BUtticattone. 


BzpcBditnre. 

Stf ady piogrem la the deedopmeBt of natton-bnlldiag aoUeities geoeially to prcrldod 
for andcr cepttal ezpenditnre. The nmia bbjscta of eetimnled ozpenditure of Ba. 868 
lakhe are Bydro-clcctrio Scheme, SntleJ ealley irrigation project and oonminnlcntions la 
Mill Bar. It to hoped to fiaaBoo the yeat*e programme maiBly from.the proceeds of the 
aast and fntaiu sales of QCfcriiment tasde though ordinary refSBau aeeouat shows a 
Bt the elces id the year* The rate of inmeaec ia czpeaditare has luoeBtly bma 

itob. 

lehcuto ptOMiiid iifu additipas to ibe pmmaacBt lUfCBBe wilhia a few ycar^ yet bmui* 
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Votii 


I oa Ba#cal Dawaadla. 

PravWoa Fer BanMa 

na th* Bih aail Mh llardi iba CeaBoU daeoled lit ahela tlm to the diaoiariea 
oft^B^ ▼^BWB^daMadaaotwtaetd oa the STB BABOB alNa tto 
BaerrMBcalh deeMada tor "P *” ' lEIPil 

fteaednaandBa M to deawad 

■ol 1 > moved hr the Ftaaana Beeabar in laapaat oi maoeliaaimw oaparMa« naaaejwi 
fa^al A ahovt dieoamioa owlaa to aamadmcat moved by Be* Ohaadhri Anal Hatt 
Ur a oat oi oaa rapee with icepcot to item of Be. 6 ,<H», the tot^ i**”"*^ lot ohat tt- 
■Mo Mrm to diJoam the poiloy el OovenmeatteBatdiag provlehm madate bt|Mtei 
m v e iT MW. iadimt aad oU penoaa. The ameadamt waa aappoitad by aAtria 
amahatSl MBoOeM memberv, aU ol whom atfad the Oovetameat to opaa paw hm 
!rr" fc. Mweptoviaien lot Miaa heggan, vagiaoU and old prreoaaand WioM 
oMo Mirt ol toaielatim to atop beggary io pablie atraaia. The Fiaaaea Bamher erho 
XSSJSi wmaSTwith the eiaior% the amaadmeat aaid the maitet ww ptte^ 
iwk? Mleato deal with aad Oovetameat did net likt to leroe oa leeal bpdlm 
mn^w^btbW ware not prepared to oadeitake. The monr, however, preeanl hU 
amaailwrm to vote whioh waa cariiod and which amooated i« a voM pi aanenro oa 
Oovetameat. The demand waa then peeee d with tbli nominal eat. 

Deveiopmeat ol Mnetrlae, 

wh. M»t -» Ho 18 moved by Br. Baaobarlal, BJneatlon aad ladaMiin 

Btaidw,^ i^mt W i. 1.08.81, OM in raapeetal tadaatrlea (teveaae aad oaidlBlI 
MSkTo IIM* and animated debau and altw a leinot amendment bad beta awvad if 
II?ChlldhUl^.al Haq and withdnwi. 

mtoy to^ promotloT aad deveiopmeat ol Indnettire latho 

nrced''fw total rejeotioa ol the deamndeo that the FinaaeeOemM* 
SSS^lSTriJ. A. mm, M £. mM vfat ct 

■nnrnr wboTc^w thov r.»o oot. and flgbt fot BWte. Dr. Qohaloband eaid that Bialeten had 

they ihoald not be peaiehed fot the bolt 
W M^FMlirltpalto^^ ^ m nj-m the dwnandelai^al 

minar atamne aad BOnetal adminletiatioa eta, when three deauukln wonld otme 
ntoT^’eattat the Qovernmeat might note their toellng in M m^, bat be aehed 
SSJoJamuiSem lotaay the indnetilea demand. The mo^ ^ pat to vote 

^ « 8^8 loaafc AnnnBiLlmilRtR filAlmiiis dlfttUm fotot Weft tokSB Md 


SI'S- h,"S? iSnrhar^'^^rtonira-r^^^ 

ifr^^a^ 88 amidet eheere ol BbMetblieia Iha 

flifi fMjilMW Md- 

Qof«niaeBi*i Co-c^tite Mtej GritieML 

Ob fhi WH MABCH tlw CoBBell detoled full four jM»ii to the di 

AO cuMMnmtfit (tameBdi for gfBBti eod liter prolooged debetee , 

17M 18 la mpeot ol agthmltan aad mtdieai aad 

Mt ihc^ tone itfoiiglj eritklMd the workiog of the 

fo^tbe PBoiil^ poioted oit toUie Miaiiter of Agrteiltiie thet tide 
bf OBO ole* of people^ iBd m 
c«eUM*eeaea» m ^hiu!!ii!Li m«.i oataite iL^ik dMurtoMiit ileo oibm to for 
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^ TBE PUNJAB LS&/StAt/m coma (uBni 

IZikad tit Chm»t to mnptfM IB 09 MtdkH AVf'W tt. 

SSZ^^VMnlttM tooqilMiiitatfceMMr. ObudlarlJkmndttt^tK 
iSiw iwtwitfwi irf nmt fnfrrrf^ — ' nu^ ngriaaltnkt doettu ifteiU 

t> arptiutd: fa rani bMpfMl »ml dkptamrki. rbii ranratta mked ttmif iMia*- 
MBftlioanrbMiBMilmwIioittidiioqBertioiiof niml uid nrbuk tboBld artoe Ib the 
Miter «f Mdieal tSMtanit Dr. Ooptoiuuid, tpeaUng-M a BBedloal praetitioiier, icqaeated 
tha Hiaiiter of Pablle Hoaltb not to bring in the qnoatlon of agrtealinrut or bob- 
agrteBltarfil in tho Medical OoJkge and aacdical treatBmil and ooBdmned the epMt of 
eenundbalta wbiob mial nemlm were trjing to introdeoe even in the medical prolaieicB. 

The debate having teken a commnnal tern, the Precident had tointervenei He 
i fgi et ted that on every enbjeet the Indian membere brought in the queathm of mral and 
BmB iBteieela wbiob bd thought wee verj unforlunate and be informed the Houoe that 
IB iBtaie ha would BOt allow eneh diacuieloB and hoped the membere would not oompal 
binitociereieebierightiBdiiallowingoommBBaldleeueBicmeunleee they were meaal for 
B pnitiOBlar BBd epeeiflc purpoee. 

Edneetioa Oranf| 

The deoMBd Mo. 15 for a giant of Be. L44,05,000 in rvepcot of education (traneferred) 
wne moved by Mr. Manobarlali Minieter of Iducation. Chandburl Afial bad moved an 
nt for a cat of one rupee with raepeet to the item of Be. 59,91,570 for primary 
i to dieeeae the Qovemment'e policy regarding oompeleory primary educatiOB 
r bad not ounoloded hie epeeob wben’toe Connell adiouni^ 


, Bapiceentation in the .Bervicre. 

On the lira If ABCH Mr. Ohandbnri Afual Bfeq reeumed hie epeeob on the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Cbaudhnri Jafarnllah Ehan yreterday profKNilng a out' of Be. 1 
from the total grant of Poliee to dleoneo the Provinelal Fblloe Oommlitee*ti report. 
TIte epeaber waa quoting eutracte from the report when the Piveident aeked membere 
whither all of them have been eupplied with a eopj of the report. Ae ell membere 
did not poeeem a copy of the repert, the Prceldent arked the Finanee Member whether 
the OovwBBNBt ooBid iupply eopiee to membere' and ae onpiee were not available at 
llB aamunti the Piceident etop^ diieuieion on the amendment and he put the deauuid 
Mder Poliee to vote which wae dcelarrd loet. The Finance Member elaiming dIvieioBa 
the motioB waa dcolaied carried by 81 to 10 votee. 

The next deoMUid under }allo and ocmvlot eett'emente wae then voted without maCh 
dieoneeien after the aaMndemt moved by Mr. Afiil Haq to auggeat UnproveeNBla in tha 
department had been loet. 

Oeneial Adminietration Demand. 

The Finance Mismber then moved the demand under admiuietiatioB of JueticeL Bai 
Baheb Obaudburi Obotu Bam moved two amendmente for a out of one rupee tq draw 
atteBtlOB to paucity of agrtenlturiete in the ranke of pnblie prooeeutora and la civil 
{adiclal aervioei. Both amendmeuta were withdrawn after a lengthy and lively debate 
wkiah again took a oommunal turn and there were eeveial requeete to the Preetdent by 
Dr. Mdkaleband Marang to diiallow all communal disenealona in the Houee aoeovding to 
Ida raling given two day agoi The mover of tire amendment made it a matter of great 
gflevaBee that ag rieulturieta in the Punjab who fonied eighty per oent of the popnlaticB 
and who ooBtriboted to Government major portion of the revenue. and who gave their 
Uvea fcB the aake of the Sing and oonntry during the War did not receive their due and 
pitcM ebare in oivil jndieial eerriee and hoped that, when the future appoiatmente are 
Mde by the High Oonrt and other anbordlnate oourte, epeolal prebienoe woald be givn 
to the olaima of aBrieultBriitei 

HMb BOB-oflelal membere^ who oppoeed the amendaMBt, pointed oat that agri- 
CBUariela ae eueh without proper qualiflcatkme could not ehdm preteaene e in publie 
amvkiOi and the mover of the amandBMnt, in the gniae of demanding preference ter 
BgriBBltvrieti^ wae really advocating the caaae' of MuBeumaae of the pcoviBee who alec 
irnmed a majority of the populatioB. 

Tha aflim petet of view waa explaiaed by Mr. Craik, Seereteiy, who aaid he waa 
the cBly member « the Bonae who wae a member of the Ooemeittee whioli lad up to the 
fmelatioB of 1919 latonad to by the mover of the aemndmeBt. He thoufto no aNmber 
aoBld aeeaee blB of lack of sympathy with Zemiadara (egrioulturietel. H aeanved the 
Boaae that it wae alwaya the piuctioe of the O o ve m meBl when eeleetiag reamite to 
wteBabianabciaf publioaerviaeto eemUaiaa their reoofde, thdr cducatioBal qaaliioa* 
thma with meat uaxieBa caia and it wae Gie deeire of the OovemmeBt to aee that tended 
gtatomtecBiedadcqaala 19910900191100 la publia acryiaee and la legaid to acail^ all 



DS^TE OM 1IM18TBRS’ SALARIB8 ffif 

DeMte fraefMoiii }An \m Md down \f| thn Ooteinnvnlnndtii^wm 
oMnf yo^rlByrikT famroi^ng t\w nnmlva ol tom\U to nttool toning A 
•irrtm tm Zimindm. Tm^ thonld nol ignort tont \hm w«ioOto«iotoiMiirtw ik 
pMwnt M the wny hi edee^tion ami Intelleehial aUalnmenU. 

Proocedlng, Mt. Cmik said it wm not lair to keep oat nm ol oatikaadlag 
merita neiely beeaaie they dM aot brioag to oertala tribe aad la tbetedaya at kMet 
•laiidafd of qaaliftoatione for pablio lervtoee, H wae aot fair te take a Stmladar ^th 
Inferior edaeatton merely b:?naiiae he waa a Zamindar. Snbjeot to thf«a teaerfalioam 
the Qoferoment waa faithfully endeaeooriaf*to follow and give elM to the poHoy laid 
down in 1919. Tlie Government mlmftted that prog,roaa made in the laat few yeaftbad 
not been ao rapid aa they aa well aa the mover of the amendment wonld have Iflmd, bii 
the Finance Member had given an undertaking that the matter would be taken ap 
la oonanltation with the High Coart and In vtew of the undertaking, he hoped the mover 
would not prew the amendment. 

Shaikh Fail Mahomed referred to the paneity of Mahoumdan Ja<fgea la the Rkh 
Oonrt iinoe 1919 and wae dieonmlng the queetton of the reeignation of Sheikh dhml 
Quadir, an ex-Judge of the Lahore High Court, and wai mentioning that it waa dae to 
diWerenoe between Sir Shadilal Lai, Chief Jnetiee and Sheikh hbdol Qaadir tksi the 
latter wae forced to veeign hie iudgeehtp when Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency rom to a point 
of order and aeked the Preeldent’e ruling whether the member oonld dleaam the aondnel of 
a Judge of the High Court in the Ooaaoil. After ebort dleoamlon on the etanding order 
on the point, the Pretident laid if the Member referred to any Ju ige even In hie admin* 
ifltrative eapaeity and meant to reflcot upon him bo ooght to withdraw hie raaafk. 
Quoting Parliamentary practice on the eubi^^ he eald no refl<ic».lone or diereipeelini 
mention of any kind ehonld be mode in reepect of any Judge of any High Court and ao 
member ehonld Introdnoe the pereonality any Jndge of any High Oonrt or avba ol 
labofdinate ocarte in diaeoeelon on the floor of the Hoaee. Only admInietraHve aottmm cC 
oolleetive body of tbe High Oonrt, if abeolntely neommrr, miglit be Introdnoid aad If 
poeilble referenoee to that al<m might be avoided. Sheik FaHi Mahomed withdrew hie 
lemarki and referenoee to Sir Shadilal and Jndgea of the High Oonrt and apolegtied to 
tbe Home for making any loeh reference. 

The Demand under adminiitration of JaiCee wai then pnt aad carried. 

Tranaferred Department Demand* 

Saidar Jogendra Singh then movedMemand under General AdmialMratlon (tmacfar^ 
red). There were ten amendmente for cote by non-ofltolal memberi under thle demand 
to rvdnea ealary of Mlnittere, to diieam the arbitrary manner of aDpointm«*nt of Minialeve 
and to dieenee nneonetitational aoeeptanos of Minieterahfp. The Preeldeat ruled oat 
fnar of tbeso amendraenti remarking that uniter Parliamentary praoiiee the membma 
oonld not dieeoM the action of tlie Govemcir ahrmt tiic eelection of a Mlnleter. SitCN 
other amendmenlf urging riHlootlon of Minieter*i ealary could be movoil* theCoaiill 
adjonmed* 


Dabato on Iflaiature* Salarlae. 

On tbe 14TH MABCH the publie gallerlei were crowded when the Oonnell ivaiiim 
Ued and veinmed dleemaion on tbe GovemmenPe demand for grant relating to Qeamal 
Aiiminietratinn (tranufbrre-i). 

. Dr. Shaik Mahomed Aiam moved that the grant be redneed hf Ba. 7t,000 wllh 
reepect to the item of Be. 1,80,000, the toul pay of oStoeri urging a rednotfoa la tho 
mlary of the Mlnlitere frmn Be. 6,000 to Ba 8,000 each per meneem. la the eoareo of 
a lengthy ipeeoh In Urdu, Dr. Aiam mid ff the Minietere agreed to take a ndaoiHl ealary 
thgf. would be more hononrad bv the elected element of the Home than would be the 
ceoe If they oontinned to draw Be. 6,000 a month. The flnanelal oondition of the pro^aee 
did not allow tbe provitlon of eneb a big mm for tbe ealary of the Mlntoteri. Oal of 
tterednotlon propoe^, a oomMemble amount oonld be epent tm eharltf(w and other 
needi of the provinee. He oonld not enderetand why a mmol Be. 16,000 Instead eC 
Ba, 10,000 wm being mked from the Home when nothing extraordinary brnbappenM to 
the proviaoe and no new departmeoti have been ereated for the Ministers. If tbs Hoase 
sanotlonad an additional snm of Bt. 6,000 to-day tor the Third Minister, ^ wmM to 
aik«d some time later to provide for fonr, flve Mid ten more Mlnlstm. Gn prlndple^to 
ob|<*etod that the tost of their members should to taken away from the fv'SMrw I 
on tot salaries from olcetsd seats where they oonld be of me and service to the < 
and the people. 

Ransnii mpported the aeMOdment and reminded tbe Heme that 
‘ tattoRtotocfitofidnutsrtUjlstoslMii^ 



tM fmPI»JAaLIO«ATiVBCOI»CIL (UMM 

ikmU. Iwi ly <>■ IM iir BuMdiMilh BmmtHi «a4 Mn atbir 

»MiMi te Mkft pi t f iio w to lidfti; tel te wm M rif to ia4 Itel tl teA piteMad «o 
d^m ihtir MhHiiiiii, Ha aoaU aol aadmtoad vhf Ite HtalatoM ateald latea 
IdgteraalatjtteatteHIfliOaailJBiiieawtewaia dmffiai Ba. 4,000 par mmmm aad 
MM d»rw waald aal ava aara for miomf itea far aarviaa af Ite a laatrj. 

ilr OadHrw Dj llaataiofaBcy, ftoaaaa Maaibar/ asplaiaiog iba rmam§ af ite 
piaifiiiBa aC awirlaa aC ite atoliM aa il aload ia tte tedgaf, laM la tte Faajab Ite 
BMUrtaMiaitetfjrtedteaafliadtelheakatataalBa. 0^000 aad that aaae ilia LagUalita 
Caaaall had votad a Mailer aalaiy fur tin Uiaiitar that aalaty amid aol te iiiiod. 
Maiaafar, te IhMghI II waaM te vary andetirabta aad la? idlooa Inal a Hiaiater ahaaM 
laaeifa a Mallar Mia? j Ihaa a oMailier of Ite BsMaUfo Cooneil. It would al aaao 
l^va rlia to tte tepicoiloa that tte aharge of the traaaferrad departiaeafe wai ieoi 
Mipartaal Ihaa the reeervod departawatUi In tte PuaialH a greater part of tte aow 
maatf vaal to tha tiaaaierred deparloieata whiob were rapitily pxiwadlng. It wea aa 
three depprtjacaU that latcreaiederltlaieBi aad aaggeetlQae, both laihlo and oauiJe tte 
Caaaall| talk plaae. It weald, tlicroforp, aana aadeelrable to take aay etep whiah ehaald 
beilltlo Ite grave tepoitaaoe of the baaefioent aad aation-belldlDg departnonti, 

OoallaalBg, the Fiaaaee Heoiber aald if a Mailer ealary wai voted for the Mlalatara 
«Ma af aaod ataoip would heeltale to aaoepi tte poete and ha thooght everybody laoog^ 
ailed that awn of god etawp were reqalred to Uke charge of three very leiportanl 
depaitMBlai Looking bark at the hbto^ of the Oonneil, they found that the olaeM 
af ptnaae ftoee which their Mlnietara had been drawn were perione Intereeted la CMnerce 
and ladnetry owning and managing laige aetatea and engaged in tha 1« gal profreekm. 
T» all tbeae three cleMe of perionr, tte Hinistry invelrad eevering of pereonal tonch aad 
direotion and loee for three yeaii in tboee eoaroee whiob they wunld hare been olherwiee 
pereonally managing. Piople of good itamp In a good many ea«ee may be patriot^. 
Novntbe^ea^ they had clntiee towarde their depeadento and familiee and they o.iakl not 
airionely aiord to Jeopardlae thoee inteieite by n^leering their bneinem and oconpying 
tliamaelvee In public dntico nnlem a fitting remoneratioa waa paid for thoee pablic dotted 
The rraalt of lowering the lalary might be that tor A-1 Olam of men thi^ would gel 
OL-I Oiaae of men. Moreover, even In daye of financial itringency thiy did not enggeet 
rednethm of m^ary of the Miaietcri and the Finance Member thought that in thcie daye of 
CMpamtive aflarno*, there eermed far lem leafom, indeed hardly any reaeoni^ to take 
the etrp of reducing the aalariee of the Minietere. 

Amr 8 bonre* animated debate the amendment wae put to the Honae ami rrjeetrd, 
the aopportrre not claiming a dirlaion. Tte demand under General Adoiinietretion (traae> 
fei red) waa then put and carried. The Conneil then adjoarned. 

Eftcaption of 8 word from Arma Act. 

On the IfiTH MARCH three amre demamia a*ere roted in the Cooneil withont 
much diaeuMion and piociwdingi were mom or lem dull comiiared to yreierilay'a animated 
debate. The demand under General Admiaiai ration (reaerved) waa voUiil with a nominal 
cut of one rupee whieli waa propoaed by Cbandhuri Afsal Haq to ralae a ‘diacnaaion for 
tte es« mpliou of the aword from the operation of the Arms Aot and carrieil inaplte of 
ofllcial optMliion. 

BIr Flili Haaaain, r peaking on Ite motion on behalf of the Oo?ernm<*nt, informeii 
Ite Honm that the eword had been exempted from the operations of tte Arma Aet for 
errtnitt olaia of peraona in the rnnjabi namely, thorn who paid inoometax or oertain 
aaaonnt of land revenue and titk-holdere etci, ami that the Q(»vernment of India had 
been pleannl to accept the rccommendatloni of tte Pnniab Oovetnment on the reaolntion 
nmved and adr pied by the Home eonw yeari ago ; tet the Government could not exempt 
the awoto for nil peraona on account of nnfortnoate eommnnal tecaiou in the profioce 
and riola that broke ont after the iceolntkm on the anbieet waa adopted ia the Hoaae 
la lfS4. 

The Bhakrn Dam tebeme. 

Fite nmUoaa for onta were moved by variom noa-ollloial membara toredneette 
grant under Irrigation two of which were withdrawn, two mied nut of order by Ite 
makhat ami one waa rejroted by 87 to X4 votea and the tut el demand was voted after 
a Mwrl dbenmion. Bpraking OB the amendment moved by Mr. Chandhri Clibcla Bam 
proposing a token oat to protcet againat tha delay in pnehing forward the Dhakra Dam 
aoheam and that pro>*ct, Mr. Mtth, Chief Engineer, informed the Hoorn tte mmon why 
tte RhekiaMam eehemo wae delayed. He said that in the opinion of eaperle no eniiable 
•ite lor the dom wae availablo which eonld benefit the dietrlcte of Rohtak aad Htear 
where dbtrcaa owing to icareity of water wae acute and tliey oonid not halld tte 



^ turn. ^t7l i>fiBATS OH E^SB t*OLlCV 

MtaM on tooMihlQf thAt woald l«Q wkI In a mms of frool tegor to tin 

dktrioia and bofoio tpendlog tho taxpayorr aionaf Iboy waatad to be oarotbalUny 
wai«goiiigiobal!ilontoaiethliigoonaiaaBd wbl^ woald be a beiwflt to Ibo agrloal* 
torleca of the dlitrleca SpeebiBg aboat the pro}«nt Sir Faill Hoiiaia, BeWaae 
limber, lolOrmed the Hobw that they were waiting for the dedelon of the Qofonwwt 
of iMlia and the eanotlon of the Secretary of State on the eeheme enbmitled by 
them and that the Qorernmont did not ahow any lack of oynpathy in tho nmtter whiob 
woe etill being examined by expertc. 

The Connoil was dieoaMiog the demand nnder leglftratfon when it adjoamod. 

Debate on BxoIm Policy. 

On the 16TH MARCH further demands for grants were disonssed and toted. The 
demands under regiitration, forests, and stamps were toted without asy onto and 
muoh dieeuBsion but the demand under exoise created considerable excitement and 
wae nnt carried until division was called. The token cut proposed by Rat Seihib 
Obaudhri Choturam to denounce the present system of recruitment In the Bxoieo 
Department which, ecconling to him, reeulted in very poor reprecentation of Stmlndais, 
partieulnrly Hindn Zemindars, was eventnally withdrawn by the mover after an niMiimnct 
had been given by the Minister for Agricaltnre that everything pomible Is being dona 
for proper lepreeentaMon of Zamindars in the deparlinont. 

Sardar Naraio Singh then moved ' another token out to dlseuM the txelse pollov of 
the Government and, in his apecob, asked the Government to reach the goal of their 
policy, namely, total prohibition without delay even at the sacrifice of revenas.^ The 
asKndment was warmly sopportwl by a large number of non-oAcial members all of whom 
niged the minimum oonsumption of liquor to be brought to aero and save the people 
from the drink evil. Those who opposed the amendment raid it was exoessivc drlakiag 
which was a vice and total prohihitloa woald never be a saeccsi and wonid resalt fn 
lacreaie of illicit distillatioa. 

Sardar Jogrodra Singh, Minister for Agrionliore, expressed his tincere sympathy 
with the obleot of the ukover and welcomed all suggestions whieh would prevent drinkli^ 
in tlic provinces;. High duties on liquors, he toM, bad been propo^ bf the Qov« 
emmentto prevent excessive drinking and not to get high income. Re pleaded f r 
co-operstfon fnUy with the Oovemraent in mdieuting the drink evil and illicit dlitilla* 
Hon, After asearaaees from ih-i Minister, the mover wanted to withdraw bis ameailaMat 
bat leave to wltbiruw was r« fused by the Council ami the motion redoeing the dcsMiid 
nnder exoiee by one rupee wss put to the House und was carried by 87 to 94 votes. 

The Gonneil was disoussing the demand undo? land revenaa when it aiiioaraed. 

Remission Of Tax On Well-irrigated Lands, 

On the 17TH MARCH discussion unii voting on tho OovemmenCs demands far 
grants wcie considered in the C. nncl I. Of 81 demands 81 bed been disposed of up to 
yesterday evening and only tlio last demand under laud revenue was disonssed tonlay 
and voted alter the amemlment moved by Rai Sahib Chaadbrl Ghhotnram proposiog a 
cut of cae rupee urging the Governmstte to remit tuxes on well-irrigated lands had bm 
carried by 80 to S6* votes. Altogether six amendments proposing outs nnder this de* 
maml wens moved three of which were withdrawn, one ruled out of order and one was not 
moved at the request of the Reveone Member and the lest ono was carried redaeiag the 
grant to rupee one despite Qovemment oppositioo. 

On the total Qovernmeni's demands for grunts only fonr oats in the form of taken 
ents wsie carried by the Council and the test of tlw demands were voted in full. Four 
token ents that were effected relatal to the demand nnder Rdnoation (Transferred) 
Osneral Administration (Reserved,) Excise and Land Bevenae. The Hooss then adjoarood. 

Release of Sikh Prisoners. 

On the 818T MARCH after 4 hoars* lively debate the Connell carried a aan« 
olBeial ffsolutiOD moved by Sardar Knodan Singh rveommcndlug to tbs Oovsmment ta 
forthwith reteaui Sardar Sharak Singh, Prceldaut, Central Board and all other Oaidwara 
prlsonm The Government dhl not claim a division. The resoletlon was warmly sap* 
pmrted By the non-officials of all parties and appeala were made to tha Gevaraatsnt to 
elose the ehapter of tlie Sikh strogg!e for Gnrdwara reform by showing ougnanimity and 
lelsasing the Onidwara prisoners cspeeialiy when tbe Oardwaia Act wm peseed akd Iba 
Gardwara dispntes were being disposed of by the Goniwara trlbanal, tbos SbowiQ| that 
the Bikbs bad given op direct notion and bad taken recoaria to constHattonal aMthodc 
and acdinaiy law of the land. 





THft PUNJAB LieiflLATlVB COUNCIL 


ItABOfti 


Tbt Finsaoe lfMibti”f I 
SpMkiaf an the iraolotion Tegsediiiff the mIcmb of the Sikh Oeordfroro prieeoeie, 
Sir OeeAwj ile VentoMfeiioj, Fiaoaet Member, mU tbit he woe fallj aware how 
fioiiaelj tie ivaMhiee of the BIkbe were engeged la the reeolatioo and the OofonMoeat 
now fwl well toe Importaaoe thej attached to ft. While ojaiOi^thieiBg with iodleldaal 
oMee, no ono ooahl let aiide the fact that the aett of theee pereoni indiffciaaUj aad la 
meei had eertaia asore eerloae aepeoU, Thejr were all apoitn of direct aotSoo. Oflmoec 
aader the Off il law, which goreraed the righte of their fellow eltleeae baft beea com* 
aillfd hjr them, ia addition to caaelDg grace dletarbanoec to poblks traaquillitj. Tb^ 


hate aotaallj committed offeaoce agaiaet pcreona and property iatohing la 
oioleMi ia farylag degtrei. It waa the earneat dceifeof thcOoferamenttoeaiarethe 
working of the Qoidwara Act, to oompoce troablea and take all aoeh mraaano aa woaM 
The offer of the condition by the Ooferameat to tbe priaonera waa 


made ia adhir aad JaM eptrit aad did not incolce capmaion of regret by tbe priM 
lor what had haea done. It merely eonatltated a lair and jaet laTltatlon to tncee who 
had been eeafieted to abandon 'direct action In fntnre and to adopt tboae provSsioaa of 
the law wbieh had bmn paraed by the Sikh commnnity approved by other commnnitiea 
and even paaied Into law by thia legiilatnre. Tboae who did not elect to take advantage 
of the offer indleatcd that they had elected to porane the old and bad way of direct 
aotfon. Tbev weald no donbt like to emerge aa martyra In a canae and aa perMma of 
different ..calibre to thorn who bad accepted tbe offer. Biperience bad ehown them that 
peneml htaanfeiica did not alwaya have beneSelal reanlta aa waa anppoied they wonld 
nave. * ThIa waa apecially tbe ease with the Sikha. Tbe releaae of Sikh pi iaonera in 
IMS did not bring peace. Similar action In 1923 after tlie Qom-ka-bagh affair did 
act being immediate Improved relationa. He admitted that the preatige of the Oov- 
eraaMat weald in no way auffer. Kevertbeiem, the qnettlon waa whether thia act of 
kindneae in the gereral intereata of the poblle waa going to be an act of wire adminla- 
tiatlen. In the preaent caae they were dealing with men who atlll were unrepentant 
aad who bad a predilrctlon for applying the doctrine of direct action an<1 force aa the 
loli eolation of qneationa of civil rlghta. No Oovernmont wonld be }oetflif>d in taking 
aacady»going view of aueh prediketiona or any gloaalng over ench predllectiona by 
amaaitte The Oovomment con Id not affonl to be thonght aa ready lightly to oondone 
hranchee of the law which btoke tbe civil right a of citiaena. Even If the Oovemment, 
ia epito of theaa weighty conaiderationa, bad been inclined at the beginning of thia 
year to conalder thia aa a very apeeial caae, dUI they receive any encouragement In any 
Sikh quarter to do aof aaked the FInanoe Mendwr. Bccent nnbridled epeeohea and 
foramtion of jatbaa were tfgna that tboae unrepentant persona in favour of direct action 
wonkli If they emerged from jail, onfortnnately atlll find elcmenta amonff theSikba 
prepared to fall In with their vlcwa. For ibia reason, aaid tb«i Finance Member, the 
Qovemnmnt must oppose the main object of the reeolntion. Bnt to far aa Sarder 
Sbarak Singh personally waa concerned, he aaftl he had dniahed serving ont bis aentenoe 
of enbstantive Imprisonment of 4 years in April last and was now serving sentences in 
contlnnation of tbe sentences nnder the rrisona Act which will expire about December 
next. Ha was seutenoed three times for offences nnder the F.fsnns Act and bM now 
served cut the first of these sentences and was serving the second. Tbe Governor in 
Connell has decided to release him on the eatilry of bis second sentence and to remit 
hii iblid sentence. He will accordingly he released about the beginning of Jnne next. 


Mon^offlcial Hesolntions, 

On ilmSSKD MARCH four non-oflielat resolutiong were discussed in the Connell, 
two of which were withdrawn, one waa carried and the last was talked ent. When 
the Oonneil reassembled, ditcuEEion continned on Chaodbri Afsal Haq's resolution 
reconmsnding to the Government to take necemary stepa to stop the instiinilon cf 
HdUomry Mia^ftmtes within the period of the neat three years. The resolution did not 
i^ve the full aupport of the House and though supported by a.nnmber of members, 
wuc ttvengly opposed by a majority who defended the instltotion of Honorary-Magistratea 
•ad mid that tbgy were doing a good deaf of poblle service and should not be abolished. 

Sir Geoffrey De Montmorency, speaking on behalf of tbe Government, said that 
abdlt to of thia honorary agency which rxisted in tbe most democratic countries and 
waa doing useful work, spreially in small towns, would cost the Province abont Ba. 9 
and one^fenrtb lakhs. Tha Government waa of opinion that the agency should be oon- 
tinned and new rules and instructions would be strictly enforced in future while auking 
nppotntaetttf. If at any futara tiase sttong, impartial, and honeat Panchayata easM into 
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bdat, the OofiisMit wonld Te-dUBtet tte Mltet and dlipini wtUiiwwtt 
ibi Honoraijr HafittfatM. The retolalfoa was withdrawn. 

The neH ivaolatioB whieh wai alaa m ov ed ^ Ohandhrl iihal Baq MiiMMiM 
to the Ctofvrnamnt to take nccmaarv ttopa to aa ee n Maadata In the PnntiA |atte all polillnl 
prlaoBera of this provfnoa inolading. martial law priaoneii who are atrolai thAr tama 
eC faapriaonmfnt In the iaili o( other provinoN, The reeolntion wfaU woe enp- 
ported hf a namber of Sikh membere did net^ mite anj llveiT debate and the Finenoe 
Manber made an important epeeeh esplalnfog the Qovornment*! petition In the antler* 

The Finanoe Ifember nid to far at he had been able to dlioover, no natHal Jaw 
ptiaoiiera were eonflaed in Jalle in other ptoviaoea Some time age^ • nmrtlat law 
prltonera were eonfined in the penal aetUeeMnt of the Andaaanei He wne qnlle 
wfliiag to tend lor the roHn of theae prleoaere and to eee how the eaae etood ae frpnde 
theee prleonere. There were, however. 86 eoavlote ojoftncd in Jalle in other provtoeee 
who were not martial law prleonere, bat pereone oonvtoted of aerioea orieilBal oapm 
piinoiee agalnat the State and of offeneoe againat the Arms and theKavj* WMioae 
esoeption, three prieoneie were oonvioted daring the- war and between the feare ItlS 
and 1817. There wae proof that tlie leadere of them eoaepiraelea la eoen oaam reeelfid 
aaeletanoo from ooaieee oataide India and were instigated In the foolish aeie wMh IhiF 
oommitied bgr those ooaroes. IIo»t of them were wnteneed to tranoporlation tor JHs or 
traneportatioB to SO or 86 yeara. In the ordlaar/ eoaiae^ all of them woaki have been 
transported to the Andamans; bat at that time the Oovernment of India oonrideoed 
that in view of inseoaritj of the seas and the preming need of the troops it wonld 
be aneafe to transport a namber of sooh dangeroas oonspirators at that time to the 
Aodamana, It was considered at the same time dangeroas and nndesirable to oentoM 
these dangeroas oonspirators In the Panpib Jails. After disonmlon with the FMiJib 
Oovemment, therefore, it was finallj deetdcd that the gang sbonld be split ap aad bo 
Inearesrated in Jails in other provineea This wes acoordinglj done and tha w l a d am 
of this step bmme almost immediatelj apparent becaam of tbs verj dangerone 
mntinr organised by a few of them prisoners in Hasaribegh Jail. At premat thsis 
were 86 of them oonviefs, of whom 81 were oonvioted in the oironmstanoes above men* 
tioned. They were eonfloed in Jails in other provfnom in the following manner : 18 In 
Central Provinoes, 14 in Bombay, 1 in Blhsr, 7 in Madras and 1 in Borma. Allse 
giving the most earefnl oonsideration to them points, the Government bavn oomt In 
the eonolttsion that it wonld be highly nndesirable to bring back at ooot tha wbele nf 
them prisoners to tbo Panjab jails ; hot the Government have dreided that owing to tha 
ohanga In tho atnMwpheiv, ft may now be possible to consider the return to the Poajnb 
jails of some of tbo eonviots if carefolly mleoted. The resolntion being premed by thn 
mover was pnt and carried amidst non-offielal applanw. The Coeneil then odjonmed. 

Agrionltnre Hinitter's Statement. 

On the 88BD MARCH the last sitting of the Connell was held and after a aamhar 
of demandi for eapplementary grants were voted and Sir Fasli Hnssain bad Inimdaosd 
tha Pod jab Land Revenue (Amendment) Bill tho Connoil adjoorned jggf As. 

Sirdar Jogeodra Singh, Minister of AgHcdltore, mods a lengthy statement to-dny 
enplainiag the programme of work to bo carried oet daring the coming years and tha 
polipy to he pnrsned by hit department. The Mfnisfer wae constantly intermptad and 
mveral points of order were raiseil by members while be wae Trading bia a p sa ab . 
Members who rsiied the points of order wanted to know from tho PresideDt wbithsr n 
Minister eoald make a statement of the policy without allowing the Connell to dieenm It. 
The PreeMont informed the Hoose that the Minister wss rcsdfng a statcmenl with tha 
permission of tbo chair. Sardar Jogeodra Singh deecribing h^e five years* ptnginmma 
•aid they wonld be opening in the present year 7 farms and 86 vetcriBary aoepitohi fid 
had also been able to srenre the mrvices of a frnit expert. They were aim idodying the 
problem of lift Irrigation and hoped as the res alt of inveaMgatlons, they would ho wlo 
to aflord dry arena of the Punjab Mme faelllties of organised Irrigation. In bis ofittlint, 
meal or milk was essential for proper nonrishsmnt and ho wna making nrrangtgNBte 
for InoraaslBg milk sopply and was trying to qoidkeB op tbs pace of rekoted hensdtog 
of Qowa. Ha hoped to open two thousand more ooHiperativn seoletlei in tbo new ymr 
and thunght Ibein was great seope for oapitalisfe to Join tpgellier and to make sMOqr 
avalinblo both for agrionllnre and industry. Regurdlng tha eaelia polipy, ha eoald not aio 
tho pofid^ty of entoreing prohibition hot for the negt tow yearn if they oonld sgdmflfi 
Of tosnl option In ottiea and coold oiganise tempentnee aootetim la vUla ^a n d dtom Aomi 
6^ where oondiHom permiUed, th^ would have done a gosd'dcnl to pava fhi OMf 
tor prohibltioB. ■ ■— 
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Tbe first ilttlfig ol tbs Third* Brforicfd Lrgifltlifs Ccoxdl irss held es Ud 8TH 
JAKUfiBT I fits in tbs boob Ib the Cooncil Hall, Ksg|mr order tbs prrsIdeBrj of 
Mr. 0. U* Willi. Tbs botiBcss on tbs dsj ores tbe c Iictirn of five oifBiberB to the Cosrt 
sf tbs Uafventty bj B0B«eflieis1 nembers of UieCooBoIl. Tbe rleoHoB of tbe PreeldeBt 
was beU on tbs lOtb, when Sir B. M. CbtlcsTis wai deelered elected prei idest bj 47 
volH sgslBtt to votes sreBTed bj his rival Mr. O. 6. Gopta. Tbe boose tbea adjootiicd 
aftsr SOSOS ssiaor traasactioas. 

Govemot's Address to Members. 

Oa *tbs I1TH JABUART His Easelleacj tbe Governor entered tbe CoobcI] Chamber 
la prssecalOB and eoBgratolated Bir Chit navis beartilj on bis eIrctioB as tbe rresldent 
and tbs Coonoil on having got bhn as their Prerident. He said that Bir CbifBavis*s 
famfij bad played a notable part in the history of this city and provisoe and of this 
Cooasil. He said that it was a r* markable thing that one bictbrr should moored Brother 
la tbs bigb oflse to which Bir Bankaia Pao Lad been called and wifbrd him inceess during 
b's tsaaie. 

Re, tbea addresaing the Cooncil. rzpretsed eatiafaotion for filling op tbe blank 
left la tbs rolee for working tbe new const itotion by the ]oBt mode of election. He was 
SBSioBa to have it settled as soon as pomible whether they wished him to take action 
to rretore tbe woiking of tbe oonatitotion to the form intended by Parliament and la 
vogne in moat of the other provinoee. Bo long as tbe ban placed by their prcdecetsors 
in this Coonoil on the foimation of a Ministry existed, be raid be waa not a free agent. 
Be soold not as in tbe provinces in whf(^ no ban existed proceed to give effect to what 
BcfOMd to be tbe verdict of the constitneneies withoot calling these together and taking 
their formal dedaion. He aynpathleed with tbe onfocoesafol old members and con* 
grmtolatcd tbs enooertfol old and now members. As many as 91 old members have been 
le-eleetsd and 84 are new ones. 

Ho said that be bad nominated tbo foil nnmbi r of eight cffidals permieeible onder 
tbs Aot. This has been done partly to gala time to look aroond and eee whclbfr tbero 
are other intereste deserving of repreerntalion or more lepreei ntathm in tbe Cooncil, lot 
BHiiBly bresnee be wanted to make more oppoi^onltira rf bringing into tooeh with each 
other ofilcial and elreted repreeentativee of the peoide. Many of tbo misonderitandings 
wbicb now oeeor are doe to that lack of free interoonree oa an eooal footing wUch 
works in tbo Irgialatorfs. He said that be learned so moch from mixing in tbe lebbies ol 
tbo Legislative Assembly and tbo Cooncil of Biate with those who woold goide poblio 
opialoB that he attached speeial Importaaoe to this training for as many ofiBoers of tbo 
Oovaramsnt as possible. He thoogbt that there were It w poblio men wbo will deny 
that thoT in tbo torn had derived benefit fiom similar interconrre with cfllcials. 

While addressing the Coonoil In loM Moieh, he called open them to sink racial, 
sornmnaal and seetional differmors and Join forees with hia Government in the batilo 
agalnsi ignoranee, disease and poveity. Their ExceUcaciet the Yioeroy and Lady Irwin'S 
viait to this proviaoe gsvs a ressarkable sUmoloa to tbo development of this eptrit. Bo 
remarked that where tbe atmosphere wat wrong, no measoref, however peifect in form 
and coneeptiOD, woold do moch good. Where tbs atmospbcis Is right, even fSoity 
Bussoru are effective. He then referred to several Improvcmcaia partlcolariy for irndkal 
treatawA of wrmsn and children. His Government has abo bee a reviewing its Jail 
polisy aad tackling tbo problem of releosed prisoners. Bis Government bos st work 
tbe sicsm tsckls for plocgbing aotborised tbo lest Coonoil sad is picporing • Bill to 
fiieflltate the eonsolidstion of sesttsred boldiags for the considersitjea of tbo Connoll. 
' HIS Govornmrat has prepored matsrlsls for tbe rcorgsaisatioB of tbe provlaeisl servioff, 
bat bsB poilpoBed nay deeiskm natU they skoll bsve sbowa whether they wished tbo 
Governor la Cooncil or tbsir own Mlaisten to lobe the final ret poasibilltj with serptol 
to what aboold be Iraasl^ned departmeata. 

GsafiMIng bit addma, bo sold that the tfam had ccom to leave them to the die* 
ccasloa of the ooaatltotloiisl qaesGsa thgy bad bcea called together to dceldc. Ha said 
that oa poblio *aBd peraeaai gioaads, be vmatfd them to tabo part la the great isbems 
laisgamtcdbjPvliameatsfdevclopiagielf^govfraiBg institotisDS with a vkw Is tbs 
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ptiptwif ictflMliMi if fftMoillito Oomsamt In BHtWi MR m mi tiiRfM 
Sldpiaplia B« MiaM bit Wip towmidt iba mUntioii ttf tbiil gniit mefpM* «• 
bill 99 M bf now ib^y anal bnvn rtnllMi nbonl onj pcraw of p» puip R 

llliCawMil. Hit tiUt ifeala If to net eoaatltnttiaalJy to tia baat of bit obilliy* Fb 
ohaopi bald Ihni to boa onj pnaaiiant aUn^ ibt doelalon tobna Vtolitrnaafltbo 
tMa oal not bit. It la for tbca to taba or to rcfna tho opportanltlM offered R tbeam 
Motion for lliniatea* Salnrj Foaaad. 

After the Goramor bad addretMd tho, aambari, tba Hon'bla Mr. Marten aoad for 
Ibe Mppleaaentary dfmaiid aaMontinn to Ba. 0,000 on aeeonnt of mlariao of two 
Miniiim for one aooth aiul R«. 1,000 for traalling allowanea. 

Mr. Qo!e oppoord the mofton and propiord a eot of Ra. 8,006 tbna 6aln| the alarlM 
of the MlnfMert at Ra. 4 only. Ran Rahador K. K. Kalkar aopportad Mr. Qola. 

Mr. Bagbafandra Rao, on behalf of tba Nationalist Party, aopp;«rtad theanppio* 
Mfntary deniand afating that hla eonaUtoaney baa firen tba rerdlet for working the 
reforiaa. Mr. Dick mpportod the motion for the aopp!emenfary demand. 

Dr. Kbare bppoaing the motion asierted that there were many inoonaiatenefea In the 
nttmaoea of the mcmbere who were In faronr of mpporting the Mtniaferi* aalaiiea and 
werkinf the reforma. He farther aaid that the hcatena would not fall If (hey waited for 
a montli and a half. 

Khan Bahadur Onlam Mnhideen aererely rritielaed (be Betponaire Co-operation 
Barty and the nrwly forme<l Nationallet Party. He uid that they were for working the 
icferine and wooM rote for the aopplementary demand ; bat they did not approre of the 
pereennel for the oAoea of Mlnlateri. 

Mr. Qhanahyam Qnpta, on behalf of the Congrraa Party, oppoeed the motion, atatlng 
that the pledgee of the Bearonai re Cr-operation Party or l he Independent Party did aot 
allow them to aoeept offlcea. He then appeals! to all CongreMmcn to proteet the preitigo 
of tbo Coogrrea. 

Mr. Umeah Dott Phatak aafd Ih t he waa for oppoalt ion, but on bearing Ibe fpeeehee 
of tho Coogreie Party he eame to the drelRion to aupport the aapplomentary demand. 

Mr. Kedar aaM that the Hiniatera* poata were not in the gift of the Government. 
If baok^ by the majority party, they will bare the privilege of ruggeitlDg pcraona lor 
miniaterabipa. 

Mr. Mahomed Sbarif Rnaaaln paid that tbn formation of the mlnlatry at thla etige 
wna n mere akow and that It could not be a atabie ministry. 

Tbe motion for the mpplementary demand waa carried, 55 voting f^r Ibe demand 
and 16 agalnit it. 


Voting on other Demanda. 

The Sfoond aopplementary demand amonnting to Ba. 8,35,000 for mlvaneof to enlti- 
ratora nndor the Agrienltoriata Loan Act and the third demand amonnting to Ua. 75|000 
for advance to oaltivatora under the Land Impregroent. Loam Act were accepted by . tbe 
Conncil wltbont any debate and tbe Cooocil then adjoarned. 

On the ISTU JANUARY the Hon'blo Mr. Marten read a alatemcnt on behalf of tbe 
Ooverament aononneing tbe appointment of - Mr. Baghvcnilra Rao rf Biiaipnr and Mr. 
BamraoDeihmokhof Amraotiaa Ministere. Mr. Ehaparde, Ucaponalvift, waa deelaied 
ac Deputy President and tbe Conncil then adjourneif. 

Budget Eftimalea for 1927-2 8. 

Tbe Conncil next met for lie Badgrt Session on the 8BD MARCH with the Ifnn'ble Sir 
Sbankera Rao Chitnavia in tbe chair. Tbe visitors* gallerieg* were pparre!y attended. 
For tbe firet time daring the last three and 1 nil yrare, tbe two Miniatera. Memrs. X. 
Bagbavendra Bao and B. M. Drabmukh pat in tbe Trrarury bectcb; The Uoo'blo Mr. 
Bagbavendra Rao was dressed in white kbaddar and wore a Oandbi cap. 

Tbe Hon. Mr. J. T. Marten, Firanco Member, in pi eseoting tbe Bodgt^t for 1387-36, 
aaU that last year ho ended hia speech on note of hope preceded by a note of warning. 
The olronmatanoef of the year had shown that tbe warning wae neoeMaiy iboogb the 
year hnd proved lest favonrable than they hoped. There was no camR/ifor alarm but 
with a right nnderatandiog of (ho pitoation (hey bad substantial grpt^nda for guarded 
optimiem owing to unfavourable conditions of the year which reaol.ted in (be fa^l In 
prieea of cotton and tho effict on the money maiket of that fall, laniLfarenne tiadto be 
•napemded in Berar and Nagpnr Divisionp. The decrraac in tbe ppending fppaclty of tbe 
peeme bad reacM on other bcade of levenne. Instead of a drfleit of about Re. 36 lakbf 
na ^family catimated, tbe levlacd eetimatca abowed a deficit of ever Ba. 60 lakbanid 
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Ifct Manet bad, lliefefore, been fednoad hr that Btcb. Tbafrat npaaiag Manoa 
wbfeh stood at Ba 78 lalbs in the brgmnfiig m the eariciil year was now down to nndcr 
RadUha a -a # 

Minates ftn 1987-88. 

Tnrning to the Btuiget for 1987-28, Hon. Mr. Marten tail that they had bndgdttcd 
for reTrnae of about Bp. 568 Jakht and expenditare of 698 lakhs which malted in a 
de6eft in reyenoo aoeooot of Ba 80 lakha A ania of Ba. 65 lakha woald be borrowed 
from tbe Goyemment of India to mrct oertafn items of capital expenditare which had 
bren met in tbe past from tbe proyincial balance and thna add a corresponding amoaat 
to the balances. This will giye a free closing balance of Be. 18 and half lakhs. The 
aetoal balance in Famine Insnraoce Fond at the end of the next year is estimateit at 
oyer Be. 8 erorcs. For ths coming yrar Bs. 88 and half lakhs haye been allotted for 
new expenditure, bulk being non>Tccnrring of which about Bs, 6 and half lakha will be 
on tbe reseryed side and about Re. 27 lakhs on the transferred side. 

After pointing out that the proportion of expenditure on transferred side had 
stendily increased, Hon.* Mr; Marten said that the excess of fluid assets oyer liabilities 
wbicb was estimated at Bs. 186 lakhs at the end of the Budget ytar to Bs. 51 lakhs. The 
Finance Member referred to the welcome news of tbe announcement in the Assembly 
regarding tbe remission of proyincial contributions in part permanently and concluded : 

We shall bays exhausted our previously accumulated balances in useful expenditure 
mostly in the transferred and nation-bnildiog departments while at the same time 
steadily building up our Famine Insurance Beserye. Presuming that the receipt! from 
land reyennes, exeisoi stamps and forests keep steady, we can hope for a slight exoem of 
inoomo over ordinary expenditore. But our hopes of expansion in tbe near future lie 
chiefly in the prospect of the abolition of tbe proyincial contribution and tbe completion 
of Famino Insurance Fond. Meanwhile, onr prospects bnye been biightened in the Inet 
few days by the hope of an immediate relief from the provincial eontribntion. An 
addition of Be. 88 lakhs to our resouroes will enable ns as soon as we have recovered from 
onr temporary embsrrasments to proojcd with oor nation-building sob mes and tbe pro- 
vince will watch with the greatest interest the fate of the proposals in the Government 
of India's Budget which are of such tremendous importance to onr progress add derelop- 
mcnl.* 

Official Bills. 


After the bndeet was presented, Government Irgislative busin^w was taken up. 
The Hon. Mr, Tambe moved a bill to amend the Central Provinces Courts Act 1917 
in order to inerrsse the Small Cause Court jnriidiction as suggested by tbe Civil Justioo 
Committee. 

Mr. D. K. Mehta moved that tbe bill be eircnlated for elieiting opinion thereon nnd 
the notion was carried. 

The Hon. Mr. Baghavendra Bao moved a bill to amend tbe 0. P. Ezeiee Act in order 
to extend the prohibition of cnltivation oi Cocoa plant in all ita varieties. Tbe mover 
Slid that the bill wae being introdeoed at tbe inetanoe of the Government of India. 
Leave w^s given for consideration of the bill at onoe ; bnt the Hon. Mr. Bao promised 
to move its passage next clay. _ , . . . » 

The Hon. Mr. Marten moved a bill to amend tbe C. F. Tenancy Act, but Bao 
Bahadur N. E. Keikar proposed that it should be circulated. The motion fox circulation 

^iw’^on. Mr. Tambe moved a bill to amend the Public Gambling Act with the 
obji'ot of checking datti Gabling. The Council granted leave. 

Tim Hon. Mr. Bao moved a bill to amend tbe 0. P. Primary Edneathm Act with 
ibo obi*^ of prescribing the period daring which a child liable to compalaory edaoatta 
shall attend a primary school and to render it possible for local bodUs to apply com- 
pulsion gradually and to enable obildren to enter npon a ecurse of invtruotion. 

Bao Bahadur Eelkar moved that tbo bill be referred to a select eommittee in order 
to see wbetber the drnft could be improved. 

Mr. B. H. Beckett. Dirrelor of Pnblie Instruction, answered the ob)cctimis of tbe 
previous speaker and | uinted out that tbe bill Introduce oompnleion by stages and fixed a 
rcafontble age. He a^krd the House to treat educational matters as non-party qaestiona. 

Tbe Hon. Mr. Bao aeorpted tbe motion to refer the bill to a Belkct Committee and 


the Bouse agreed. 

The Hon. Mt. Br sbmakh moved a bill to amend tbe villege eanitatioa and Pajblio 
Department Aot with a view to allow panobayat to obarge fete for tbo aee of elaaghter 
btmMi and to iaiift on ibeir being med. The bill wae referred to a Select OoauBittci» 
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B. N. B. 8lrik«, 

Tht CtNHMil Ihoa ImIc tp tlie mottoii for adJottrAmrat mofed bp Hr. B. O. KhApftAle In 
eoaneoiioai with ih« failAn of iho B. N, EoUwoj to molntoin on oAoionf goodo ooit 
fMMger tfoflo oer? iee. (hot conung grtot inooiifonieBot lo Ibo pcoplo of the proviaoe. 
Mr.fLhopoide loid that owing to the ettihe the Roilwop tfotte woe being worked bf in* 
fsperienoed men which led to the troino ooming euTerol houM iate ond wbloh moy leotl 
to oeeideaie and loee of life. If r. Kbapordo hoped that the etrike wonUi looa emt ia 
ftfonr of the workere and the poblie inoondanifnae would be etopped. 

Mr. W. Fnlay, nominateti labonr lepiceeiitatifp, enpported ibe motion. 

Mr. B. O. Pradbaa, raid that it waa high time for the Qovernment of India to 
aee that they fulfilled their dnty to the people of thia prorinee by interfering in and 
•ettling the etrike in faToar of the etrikeia. He aektHi the C. P. Ooferament to wove 
the Government of India to end the etrik*. 

Mr. Bartlett oppoeed the diieoeiion of the qneetlon at he tbonght that it would not 
help mattere but would only raiee hopes in the etrikew ami .cause grrat ditappointment. 

Seme membere ebaraeierited at a great horror that ordinary gooda oletki of the 
B. K. Bailway were allowed to work u gnartie of the Bail way Iraint aad they polntsii 
oat that pataenger trains thonld not be entrntted to inch autraineil handt. 

Ur. H. C. Gowan in reply to the above charge, uid that he wae preient in 
Bngland dnring the generel strike and though untrained men worked the etaential 
•ervioet the namber of aeoidente was eatraordinarlly small. 

Dr. Ehare aekol that when an acate eontiitlon of distrem prevailed in the provlnee 
what bnd the Government done, what had the Miniiter of ludourim done to ameliorato 
tho eoadition of the itrikers and to remove pnhiic inconvenlenee T Bevcral iion-oAoial 
membert alee spoke in support of the motioa* 

The Hon. Mr. Marten, Finance Member, sabi that the Ballways was a central snlijeot 
and it was not pomihle for the local Governmeiit to do anything in the matter. Toey 
all felt the annoyaneo canted by the etrike, bat ' the local Government's fuDctioiis were 
limited. The Government wae in sympathy with those who were affected by tlie strike 
tronhlee, hot it had no powers to inieifere In the strike. Alt hough a debate in tlie 
Cimneil was bryond its purview, the Government allowed it with a view not to stifle 
disenmion. The Hon. Mr. Marten psomised to forward the proeeediuge of the debate to 
tho Government of India. 

The mover of tho motion, Mr. Khapanle, accepted the force of the argument of the 
Finance Member that it did not lie in the hande of the local Oovcrnmenl to end the 
ttriko. Mr. Khaparde said that if the motion was piesscU lo division it woald have 
been carried as support came from all sidet of the Housr ; but seeing the attitude of the 
Government be did not wish to prem the motion. The motion was withdrawn and the 
Oonacil ndjonrncd tor the day. 

Traniaetion of Oflleial Bosincei. 

On the 4TH MABCH the Hon. Mr. Rogavendra Bao movid that the 0. P. BxoIm 
A mendment Bill be passed into law. The Oonncfl agreed auanianoiisly. 

The Hon. Ur. Ragbnveiidm Bao moved that the O. P. Weights and Measurea of 
Capacity Bill be referred to a Seleet Committee. The Coaneil nDanimansly agreed. 

The Hon. Mr. Bao farther moved that a bill to amend tho 0. P. Preventiou of Ailnl* 
teration Act be cirenlatcd for eliciting opinions thereon. The Cooneil agrceil. 

The Hon. Mr. 8. B. Ttmbe moved that the Central Provinces BorsUll Bill be referrctl 
to a Seleet Committees. The object of ibe bill is to make provision for the deUniion and 
tminlsg of adolefcoat offendctu Tha Connell agreed to thia oiianimonsly. 

Badget Diseoseion. 

Gencial diseamion of tha bodget was held from the fith to 7tli March . The non* 
oflleial members emphasised that more money had not been provided for expenditare on 
nation-hnilding deparfmonfa. Berar membert criticised that reraimioni and eospeniione 
of land vevenne granM to agrienltnrista had not been adequate. Borne members pointeil 
ont that more money ehonld have been spent on primary and secondary nltieatioo. 
Oricleintt waa also nm^ against payment of extravagant salaries to officers of the Imperial 
B e r vi cci . BepJy tog to the various criticisms the Hon. Mr. Baghavendra Bao defineit tho 
policy of tho Miniiter. After a brief ivply from the Hon. Mr. Marten, Finanoe member, 
the Coaneil rooe tor te day. 

VotUf o* Badgat Damaadt. 

Ob tha nn MABCB Jha Coaaeil tt»k ap acting d damanila far g/Mt^ 
anaaictOMMttaatondMa aroBltgtaataiBtbebniigct far the yew Tin 
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dMMid ■■der LmJ Bmnae m tato «p lUit tad thtra iivit mr 100 Mto Mi 
liHul of wbieb aotleM bad baoa gifoa. Hoot of tbo oatamlalo to tho oapnaitaia oa 
ttamj aad SottloBMat oparaUoBi la fariooa parta of tbo piooiaot, 

Cato Uoilor Land Botoboo POMid. 

Oa the OTS MABOIT, the OoaaoH itoouiied tho loforal tteaw aader tbo barf laoa ww . 
(reomvfd). Oato aader difl«(reDt h«adi anoanted to Be. t0,4t JOO. The NatfeaaHOt Fart j 
aad the Ceagfow Party Jointly eoted for eats. While detnaada aader Bioiie (Tnuah 
ferrcd) were aader diicaeeioB, the CoeaeU edjoamed. 

Debate on Sielae Foliey. 

On tlie lOTH KABCH ilf»Biand uniter etelee traaeforred Be. 10,00,050 wae takea 
op. Dr, Kbare nored a eat of B^ 1S;200 being the pay of diatillery expert of Ctotl. 

The Hoa'ble Hr, Raghafendra Bao^ Miaieter lor Xeeier, eaid that the preeeat laoaai- 
bent waa dee to retire iu a few yeare and after hie retireneat the Qofcnuaeat wOl ooaMor 
the qaeetione wliether tbo poet ehoald be retaineJ or not. 

Dr, , Kbare patted hie motion wliioh wu loot by lOrotee agafaetOO, IlMia wa 
eeforal other eate aader rxeiee, bat diesaadoa devolved into a debate on tbo oioiN 
poliey of Oorernmenf. Oereral 8 erarajitu attacked the tfialeter aad Dr, Xhare eallad 
him Mlaieter for eoneaniption. They alto petnted oat that the orcdlt for whatefer faU 
there wae in the eonioiaption of liquor aae dae to Goagreae nmeement and net to the 
Oofemiaent and when the Congrcaa morcmoat began to wane, ooBinmptta et Bqaer erae 
abowing a teodeoey to rite. 

Mr. B. N. De, Berenae fieerrtary, pointed out Ibat tbe Oownmeat adkaowladged 
in tbeir reporte that Kon-Co^peration gave an impetae eo the meveauat towaida pro- 
hibition, bet ite benefielal did not laat long. Mr. Da namted tte aierla et tbe 

Governaient to rodaee eoniamptlen. 

Mr. B. <2. Kbapeade eald that the Miid»ter for Eaeiae bad taken oMee looentlj 
bat if the Ceaaeil leU down a definite peliqy, be wai tare tbe Hon, Mr. Bao woaid 
carry Itoot. 

Tbe Hon^tde Mr. Bighavendra Bao explaincHl hit exolee poliey farther. Mr. Bao eaid 
that in 1921 the Uglelative Council diolated a policy and that poliey be wae prepared to 
pnrioe. If tbe Oenneil wanted any change, it wat for It to expreee an offiaioa. ‘ Aa 
regards propaganda woik if the Caeucil eeggeeted aaj mrthode, tbe Ooverameat weald 
oouaider th^ bat Itr. Bao wae againet picfk-stUng. 

After Mr. Bao^e reply, a motion lor a eat of Be. iO.OOO nnder Diatriet Xxeoative 
citabllehaiiint whieh gave rtee to the whole diieaieion wae withdrawn. 

After farther d i e S m tio n the Coaneil voted the entire demand ander ezeiee. 

Other D>.anaodi. 

The dimand nnder etampe wee voted wHhent any dkeomion. Diteamion of tbo 
demand ander foieete aaa nat yet over when the OonDcil rote for the day. 

Oa the IITH MABCH diecufalon of the dedand nnder foreete wae taken ap. Mea- 
elBcial membere critieie«l the foreet poliey of the Oovommcnt. Get of a total deaamd 
for Be. 00,08,400 under * Forest^ the Conooil carried caU amoanting to Be. 1,06^207 ander 
general direction and oontingenciec, 

Regiitration, 

When the demand ander Begietration wae takea np^ Mr. Q. B. Oaptg (Swafajiel) 
propoeed a eat of Be. 100 aader * Siiperinteu<leno«t.' The mover mid that tha Ergietralion 
Dopartoient wai one of the meet conoiit departments. Mr, Gordon and Hob. Mr, 
Raghvendia RaOb on behalf of the Government, gave an aainranoe that If the amvrr 
broegbt instance of eonuption tq Che notice of the Government cuitabJe eotkm would bi 
taken- jfbe motion was wiihdiawn. The total demand of Be, 22,000 aader BegiiCrtioa 
wae voted without reduction. 

General Adminietiatloa, 

Demand ander 'General Admioistration* (Beaervad) wae then taken np. Mr.G,R. 
Pradhaa moved a token cut of Be. 1 anthfr General Admioistration— Heada of Prov ia aw w 
Mr, Pradhaa mU he moved the cot aa he wae dlimckfied with tbe whole a!iladalitfatiaB 
ami repeeially with tbe Qovernmenl'a indUferenee to the problem of provUiag h eae m for 
elerki. He also eomplaincd tlmt more daye w<re not aliotted Ipr non-aOMal bai i af m, 
Tka Hon. Mr, Ijfartra itplied tkat threa daye provided for nbn-olBeial hiMaam meie 
fuMeleat aa the meodwra bad aa opportanity of dieeaesing varhwa qaestiona at tha tima 
of tho bodget dieeaasioa. Mo vopaiiiatoil the charge tbat the Ooverameat waa in a^y 
way iaiUfiereat to the wctfaie of iho oleike, Mr, Ptmlhan piwmd bM cgt wbleh wag 
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Orlemaet «f Agriealtaritfi, 

On tbe 1STH VAKOS the Coaneit dlteo«ed Kao 8eheb KoideHi eol for Be, 1|Q00 
vndcr the bead of Oeaoiml Admlnlitratian (Eeaerred) m a proteek agalotk iht had oondlUoiia 
af igrleaHariata fn Berar. 

The Hoa. Mr. J. I. Marten amred the boeie that the dtoeonloB on the nhleel 
wonM Tfoefre doe oonalderation and the Gorernnieiit would look a t the agrionllurtili * 
grtovanoea with ejeapathy, Tbe motion waa eanried. 

Abolition of Oommiaaiooeni* roata. 

After lundh the Gouneil diaenaaed a oat amounting to Ra. 1,tf,700 for aboltaMnf 
the OommMonara* poefca and it waa declared earriad by a majority of throe ootea. 
f 7 aaembora aoled for the eat and t4 againat. lodepcmdenta and a few mambart of the 
Mationallat Party roteil with the OongroH Party. 

(}oatnimoni*8 1nig%ilon Poliey. 

On the I4TH MARCH dlaonaaion of the demand and er irrlcation waa taken npi. Tbn 
Hdn*blo Mr. Marten mooed tor a grant of Be. C,44,000 both under irrigatkm worka ohmgod 
to tofonne and prodnetWe irri^tlon worka. Mr. 0. B. Pradhan mooed a token out of 
a mpee under working ezpenaaa. He eomplalneil againat the enormona working ea p euem 
of the Irrigation D^rtnaent. Thaknr Ghadilal pointed out that the tenant a dM not gei 
mndi benefit. Hugo amonnto were waated Iqr the department in apite of tlia foot that 
there were aereral esperta in dhaage of it. The people, raid tbe apeaker, waa ahmM of 
the dopaKment and It waa the dnty of the Gofernment to ao alter ila method of working 
na to ooneinoe the peoplo that the (t*.portment waa for their gooii, Mr. O, 8. Gupta 
■ n pp or ffti the out and, on doing oo, naked whether the Qoremment waa willing to appoint 
a rprolal Irrigation Committee. 

The RoiPblo Mr. Marten replied that the Ooremment would bo willing to appoint 
a Oommftten. Ho alao eiplainoil the irrigatfon poliey of the Ooremmanti The Oomn* 
meal would appoint a Oommittoe and take it into oonfidenee, in regard to the wkolt 
irr%nllon poliey ao that tlie future work might be earriod on under fatonrable oondtiiooa. 

Mr., Gupta rhanked the Finance M«imber tor hia aaeuranoe and aald ha waa aatiafled 
lhattkefowaanonroeaaity tor pfeoaingiheouta. Mr. Pradhan eonaidarail the aaanianoo 
an ti a f aelo rj ! and the motion f ir out waa withdrawn. 

Bafeml other token outa were alao withdrawn. Diaenaaton prooreled tor aouMtlma 
Mra nndmr other eota and the Connell ledneed thi demaml by Bj. 1,90,000 rad fOlad 
Ike real. 


Miniatrra* Salarlof Voted. 

Tim demand under General Adminiatration (tranafened) Minialora’ aalarlea waa then 
taken np. Mr. Bajandra Binha, SwaraJIa^ moved a ont of Be. 98.990 out of Ba. 90,000 
piovideil, thua rvdneing the figure to Be. 4. Mr. D. K. Mehta, Dr. Khare. 0. G. Nlafn, 
Hr. Qolo and aeveral other Bwarrjiata anpported the amendment ami rrliicioad fbo 
Mhilateru for aeeepting olito and explained that they had ao faith in the reforma. Tho 
•prakere alao eriiieiord the attitude of the Minitteriallat Party and quoted the worda of 
Mr. Jayakar in tho Aaaembly to prove that the Government had done nothing to iiapond 
to the wiabeo of tbe people. The BwaraJiMa hoped that tbe two Minfatera would radeam 
their tall prcAalaee which they had given to the eleetoratea though they themarlvea bad 
ao faith in tbe ability cf tbe Miniatera to achieve anything under tbe preaent conatitntleib 

The Hon«blo Mr. Baghavendra Bao aaid that be did not queation the right of the 
Berara] Party to oritielae them, but he aaaertfd that the verdfet of the eleotoratm waa 
In favour of working the refovma He and hie oolieagoe, Mr. Dethmukb, aoorpt^ oIBm 
hreanae they were asaured of aoflicient power. Initiative and reaponaibility by t^ 
Governor : bat the moment they felt that they were not getting theae tbio^ they ]*Mhl 
have no heaitatlon fn giving up offloe. Balary waa no conaideratlon Iot them and they 
wore prmred to abide by the deeiiion of the Council on tbia matter. Mr, aaid ha 
alwaya held the view that ihoee who worked tor the eoontry need not live ra tte nnnnt^ 
andbebadalwayaaetedopto that ideal and there waa no reaaon for him to davfalt 
ffomtkal. 

Mr. B. Q. Khaparde dMended tbs bona/idis 
oat that tbia party Vietoted the penoonel of the 

dlmgiead with tbe Congrcaa Party and fought the election ^ 

Bcfonnaaiid they had cnteied the Connell in amajorify. Tho party proved that iho 

43 
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wcMte tlwgf^ Mr. Kbaptnto aaaoBaeail tIuU iha Maiimyi- 

114 JMhjr had com to m vtumlnoot dlwaialoii oa the qacatfoa of Miniaken* aalariM. 

""Hr. Oopta, Bwarajiita leader, aaid that whateter rapport the Miaiatere eeay be rceelf- 
Iftg BOW waa doe to the agitation and the prearareoC the Swaiaiiaia daring the laat three 
ycara and not doe to the Rcaponeieiata. After aooM aiore apeeehtw the Swarajisu* aaMOii- 
OMBt to icdaoo the aalariea of Minteera to Be. 4 waa pot to vote and loit, 16 rating for 
and 46 agalnat. Both the Hiniatera remained neatiml. 

^ter the Bwaraiiata* amcndiiHHit reading the lliniaiera* aalariea waa thrown oat, 
the Conneil farther diaeoeard the aalaijr qneaiion. There waa a propoial to fla the 
Miniater'a aalariea at IUl t,000 per menaem each. Mr. Dick, nominated member, anp- 
ported the propoaal. Thia waa reieeted bj the Connoll, 18 eoting for and 41 againat. 
BfentnaNj a motion fining the aalarj of the Minlatera at Ka. 8,000 per amoMmcaoh waa 
oarried Iqr the CooneiL 

Genanro Motiona im the Qofernment, 

Oh the 16TH MABCH the Honae eat down a demand for adminiat ration of joatioe bj 
Ba. 16.000 on the ground of eeonomy. 

The Home then cenanred the Oorernment on iia policy rfganling the appointment 
of Honorary Maglatratco and the Qofernment*a negligence in giving effect to the wiahea 
of tho Honae regarding aeparation of the Sxeentive from tlie Judiciary by carryiug a 
cat of Ra. 1,0C0. 

The Government waa further cnianred on ita adminiairation of Police Department, 
the Honaa having carried a eat of Ba. 40,000. 

The Honae further recorded their proteat for having kept Ruropoan Bdocailoii 
fBeaervrd) carrying one rnpee cut in the demand for Bdueaiion (Beaerved.) 

The Honae nlao ventilated ita many gricvanoca regarding educational policy with 
rogarri to the tranaferreJ aide of the department and carried a cot of Ba 1,000. 

The Hooaaalao oenanred the Univeralty Law College anthoiitit-a for unjuatly rnalicat- 
Ing a atndont, by refnaing to increaae the grant. Voting waa 31 againat 19. Many 
Bwarajitta did not vote. 

The Honae alao ref need to aanetion Ba 6,276 for the Pcraonnl Aaaiatant to the 
Dliootor of Pnblie Inatrnetion and oenanred tho High Beliooi Bdneation Board for ita 
pnlihy towartii vernacular madlnm and carriwl a out of Ba. 100. 

Voting on Budget Demand. Conelnded. 

After lunch the Connoll proceeded with the conaideration of the remaining demanila. 
Al the daya allotted for the dlacnaaion and ratipg on deinanda were over, the Preaklent 
pnt the demanda to the vote. Ont of a demand of Ba, 1,83,000 under the hoari ** Bilnea- 
tion (Beaerve) Be. 1,82,999 waa voted. Ont of the total demand Ba. 51,27,777 under 
the head ** Education (Tranaferred) *' Ba. 51,16,403 waa voted. Tho total demaml of 
Be. 18,80,000 umlcr the head ‘‘Medical (Trangferred) ** was voted. Oat of ili« total 
demand m Ba. 8,28,600 under the head “ Public Health (Transfcrreil) *' Ba. 8,13,000 (f) 
waa votrd. The total demanda under Agricnlioie, Industries, Miaoellaneoua Civil Works 
Bupeiannuation Allowancei and Penaiona, Stationery and Printing expenditure in Eng- 
land, Capital ontlay on forest works, prodnotive Irrigation works, famine inturauee fund 
amounting to Ba. 86,26,0(i0, loans and advances and refunds of revenop, amoniitiiig to 
Bo. 2,28,191 were pnt to vote and carrried, all outa being withdrawn. The Coancil th^n 
ndjonrned. 

Tranaaolion of Official Buaineaa. 

On the lOTH MABCH the Council voted some aopplementary demands. 

The Public Gambling (Central Provinces Amendment) Bill waa intrmluceil without 
any diffienting voice. 

The Central Province! Primary Education (Amendment) Dill introduced by tlio 
Hon. Mr. Ragbavendra Bao waa pasa^. 

The Hon. Mr. Marten Introduced u bill to provide for the oouHoIidaiion of agricol- 
tnral boldinga und moveil tbat it abould be referred to a Select Committee, the Houso 
waa divided in giving support to the Bill immediately and it waa decided that tlie Bill 
ihonld be pnblislifd and circnlated to aaoertain pnblie opinion. 

The C^noil wao then ad jonrned. 

Behemc for Maai Ednoation. 

On the 2 IBT MARCH Mr. K, P« Vaklya moved a resolntion tbat the Ooveroment 
•honld allot Ba. 16,000 tmravda a aebame of mast education. 

Bcveral tton-(ffioial mentbera snpported the resolution. Mr. Jaiawal moved an amend- 
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Mr. Bcakciti Director of Poblio InitriictioD, pointed ont that be was aoi anaiaal 
adatt cdnoailoii. Instead of the Coaneil agreeing to grant monej tor a pariioaiar aSsMb 
Mr. Bedwtt aaggrsted tliat ibo wliole sebvaM of adalt vdoeatlon shoald be ntaaiinsd tor a 
eoMiUtep. Boom non-oaeial members sapp^led Itr. BcebcU's proposal. 

The Hon. Mr. Baghavendim Bao, Minister f»r EdneaUeOy said that the bask wav 
wonid be to get anj aebrne tor mess edneation enemfoed by a eommiUee. If ibe HoM 
passed the irsolation, responsibility for ibe rnccess or failnrs of Ibe partiealar sobems 
pJao(*«l before the Cooneil wonM rest with the Ooneeil. 

Smtaally the Coaneil deeKled to refer the qaestion to a Oommittse. 

OoTcromeni's Ezodos to Hills Opposed. 

On the StMD MARCH non*oAcial basinfss was resemed in the Coaneil. Mr. R. T. 
Pande*e resolution that the Headquarters of the OorernneDt be not moved to the Hill 
Htations durinn summer ami tbo months of St»ptcmbrr and October was carried by a forge 
majority in spite of the opposition of the Hon. J. T. Marten. 

A Medical College for the Province. 

Dr. M. n. Kharo moved a rcaoluiion recommending to the Qovernment that stopa 
shoubl bo taken to eatablish a medical college in these provinces as early as pessiblfti 
The mover said that the Province, ahonld be made aclf-contaioed in every reapeot. 

Mr. Q. 8. Gupta, Hwarajist, moveil an amendment that the proposed medical eollfga 
shonld also include an aynrvcdic sect inn. 

There was another amendment from Mr. Tbakur Chedilal to the effect that a com- 
mittee shonld be appointed to formulate a eehemo for ealabliahing a medical college on 
modem lima. 

Col. K. y. Rukdry, lospretor-Gencral of Civil Hospitals, while not opposed to the 
rcfolution, drew aitontion to the various essentials of a m4'dical college. 

The Hon. Mr. Ragimvendra Ran, Miaiet4*r, said that the Government was prepared to 
accept the rc«olnlion as u mended by Mr. Tbakur Chid ilal. The Minister also acldcil that 
be will Investigate into the possibilities of the ayurvetiic system also. 

Eventually the aniendol lesolution rccommendiog the appointment ofacommiUee 
to formulate a sclicmc for the establishment of a colirgo inclusive of an ayurvedio aeetloii 
waa carried. 


Removal of 8ez Bar. 

Mr. Chanic moved a resolution recommending to the Government that the uez dis- 
qualification for the regisiistion as voters in the electoral rolls of the eonstituenoiso 
sending reprerentatives to (he Council and also for election or nomination to (he said 
Council be removnl in respect of women generally in the Central rrovioocs and Uerar. 

Several simeclies were made in support of tiio resolution. 

Mr. C. N, Trivfdi opposed the resolution and pointctl out that women should engage 
themselves in maternity and child welfare and social reform. 

The lion. Btr. 8. B. Tambe, Homo BleniUr, said that the Government would tokc 
no part in the debate. The decision entirely rested with the Council. But at the lamc 
time ibe Hon. Hr. Tambo placed certain difficulties such os bi iogiug women to the poflu 
tor the coDsidcrat ion of the House. 

After some more discussion the resolution was put to vote and declared carried. 


Honorary Magistrates’ Apiminlmsnt. 

On the 23BD MAUCIl the non-official rcsoUtiou moved by Mr. Goto recommending to 
the Oiivrriimeni Ibo appointment of a district advisoiy commilti*e for selccHnn of bmrary 
magistrates was taken up for diseussioii. It was opposwi by the official members on 
the ground that the political parties in power holding strong views shoald not be ioTCStcd 
with the power of rceommen.iations. 

The motion was put to vote and declared carricti, 31 for and 35 against. 


The Settlement Bill. 

Mr. Mrbt. moved • rcwlollon recommending to tho OownuBMi lor Mw 

B -tlloment Bill before tbc Conncil end, pending finni conelderrtion, no new teUMMM 
be umlertaksn and ail setilrmenu cow in progress be suspended. 

The resolution was declared carried, 37 against 16. 

Bcmm nsicorUancons rerulnUoni, relatiug to the improvnnenU of roMS, eic*| 1 
under dkenseiou when the Cenneii adjourned for lunch. 
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AbolitioD of PfTifioiiol ConmMoiienhiiifL 

After laBcfi the Connell proeredcd with Ibe noB-ofllciBl molntloo iccomtoeiidlag to 
the Oofemment to take proper ilepi to aboliih the poata of Dirkional Comniaiioiien in 
thii profiner. The Hon'ble Sir J. T. tfarten, In oppoalng the reeohiiion, aald that whole- 
anie afaolltlOD of the poata of the Coihioiaaloncra waa ineonoeltabie $ hot the Gofemnimt 
wonkl eonaidcr the redoetlon of one poat, if ao deaircd. The reaolntion waa pnt to foto 
and doBltrcd oarrkd 85 againat 15. 

Amendment of Local Self-Qofemmrnt Act. 

Lcare waa granted to Introduce Tbaknr Cbbedllal'e Central Prorlnora Local Self- 
Ooternment (Amendment) Bill whieb, after a lengthy debatCi waa decided to be eiiealatcd 
for aaoertaining pnhiio opinion. 

Sale of Conntry LIqnor. 

Mri. GoknlebaBd SIngal then mored a reeolntlon rreommendlng to the GoTemment 
to atop the aale of eonntry Jiqnor in the mini area of Damoh Diatriet from Jannarj next. 

Mr. Do oppoaed the reiolatlon on the groand that the conaomptlon of fonign liqnor 
weald be inerraied If the aale of coontrj liqnor waa atopped and people wooJd talm to 
illloitdiallllatlon. 

The Hon*blc Mr. Bagbarrndra Bao^ Miniiter in charge of the Bxelae Department, 
aaanred the Honao that be wooJd peraonally Inrratigate into the matter, aa tM moeer 
raiaed a qaeatlon afteting Gofernmentla exeiae policy. The reaolntion waa pnt to rote 
and deelared carried by 29 againat 11 lotea. Tbe Honae then adjonmed. 

GoTarnoff'e Cartificalion. 

Got of a total com of Ba 15,84,897 onder rarlona beada refnaed by the C. P. Connell 
H. E the Goremor ecrtified amonnta totalling Ba. 8,17,859 aa eaaenllal to the dia- 
ehaige of hia rcaponaibltiliea for adminiatration. The detaila are aa follow : Ba. 6,50,000 
nnder the head Land Bcfenoe (Rrarrrrd) ; Ba. 19,260 under the hi ad Forcat (Rraericd); 
Be, 1,49,699 under tbe brad General Adminiatration (Braerred) ; and Ba. 5,9]0 nnder the 
bead Polloe (fiearr?ed). Tbe Govemment reaolntion aaya that tbe nmaining redBOthma 
auide were in the nature of token cote which will be conaidered by tbe Gorommeat in 
dne conrae. The reduction under the brad Land Brfenne wonldtbe throwing out of 
employment 445 Gofernment errTantr, permanent or temporary. It ia alao obrlona that 
If .the trained icttlcvcnt ftafl wtie ditlandcd it wculd bcdificnlttoarccmbleltagaln 
laleron. 


B. & O. Legislative Council. 

The fim «B«eU»R of IIm Tblnl Brformad Bihar ami Orrtaa LrgtelaUva OoaMil waa 
heMalM»i«Nitlw]StbJ4NUABYin7. After swsarliig in ol amaben the ObalHaaa 
aaaaaaorri that Bis Exorlieiiqr the Qowaor bat approved of tbo oloetioa of Kban 
Babadar Kbwaia MaboaMd Mw as the Pte^al of the GoaaeiL The aow fifsidoal 
then look tbo obair and vdHoaa aeettea of the Hoate'aad panp leaden Maad ht osa* 
gialalaliBg him oa bit eleeiioa. The Coaaeil then aH}oaiaed III] Best dM vbrB Hf. 
i, II. If ahantj was oieoled the Depatj PicaidoBl of tbo Ooaaell. 

The Qoveraor^a Speech. 

Ob tbs 14TH JABUABT, addiemlag tbs new OobboU, His XsbsIIsbm Sir HsBif 
Wheeler aabl that It bad been bit good fortane to have been aaaooiated with two Legislallfe 
OoBBOils daring bit term of offloe and he rejoieed to believe that working tegetber, Uiif 
bad been able to do tomelhiag for the beacSt ol the people of the proviBos. Be ooald ea|f 
hope that that rrconi might eoatinee to be malnUined. The eole with ol the whole Oovern* 
BWBit added Hit Eseelleoej, was to farther ibe progtom of Bibar and Orleia and tiMm 
atkod their whole-hearted help In their eflorlt towaidt that end. Ftftoaal^, be wasU 
oalj tee the atart of their career bat the bsgianing not infreqatatlp deSaedebanMisval 
the whole and to long aa he reamiaed here, be woold follow their proooedlags wltb 
dsspeet inteieat and with the carmtt hope that thej might prota to be wise» fraUfal sad 
beSMtSofad. 

OoBgralalatSng Khan Babadar Khwa^ Mahomed Koor ob the elrotlOB as the Fnsl* 
dent of the Connell, Hie Esoellonej esprettoil the hope that hie leaaia of oSlee might ha 
mmolh and eaooeetfal. The Klain Baimdar, mid Hi e Bseellenej, bad alreadj i^vsB 
praotioal evidenee in the put Conneilt of hit fltnem lor the poet to wbieb, tbervfoio, ha 
did Bot OOBW antrieil. It moat be graUfjIng to him to frel that he oontiaaed to aa|tf 
the asnSdeBoe of bis fellow members. Soffieimit experienoe of tbe new Coaaelle bad bow 
hsM had to dramnstrate to all the impmrtaaoe of the presiding ofloer. To him was 
SBtrBiled the daty of ensnring that tbe proecedingi of tlw Cooneil were oondaoted in a 
digBiSed and orderly fuhion and be bad a right to expeot tallest co-operathmat all 
ambers irreepeetivo of party in ditobarging this responsibility. 

Voting on Soppleamntary Demand. 

Ob tbe 17TU J AMUABY pablio galleries were felly packed in view of tbs iBtemsI 
aroased la tbe eonetitatioBal iitae raiaed by the Swarajitit over what Ibey thoagbt waa 
a vtolation of the ooastltational oonventioa by tbe Ministers in aoeeptlng olloe wftbaal 
eemmaadiag a ssaiority of eleoted members of the Ooaneil and not advising the Qovaraer 
to call ipoa the kadcr of the Swaraj Party (wbieh accordiog to them was tbe largtifc 
party) to fbrm a Ministry. 

Opportanity was taken by tbe Swarajists to disoam this qaestloB ander a metlsB 
lor sep^ementary demand for providing Bs. If, 000 for teaefaing aoeomamdatioB for the 
Jamshedpar Teebnieal School. Tbe debate lasied for tbe whole day. ifr. Sri Krishna 
Siagb, fonder of tbe Swaraj Party, stated ibst eoastltatioBally tbe Ministers had bo 
basinrmto contiaae in office when they did act have behind them tbe sapporl of a 
amjority of elected members. They coald not exist merely on tbe sepporie of offielel aad 
nominated members. 

The HoB*ble Sir Vskbraddin (Miofolcr of Ednoation) replied that ho hnew no 
InolaiiQs in tbe British eonstitsiion in which a Iradcr bad refared to form a Ministry wbsai 
called apon by Iba King to do so. Tboogb be believed tbel dyerphy wee not petM| 
tbn eboald at any rate work it to point oat tbe dcfccte tberain ia order to rc^fy tjfji 
and gain more powers. Personally be was preparsd to rmln it, provided tbe SwaraJlMe 
wm alee prepared to sceept office and sboalder the reeponsibirity. 

On division being calif d tbe motion for enpplomentary dessand wu mrrled fay 4S 
velm against $S of the Swarajists. The Cooneii then sdjoariicd till the 14tb rebraary. 

BndgBt lor 1927-28. 

^ Ob the UTB FEBBUAKY the Hen. Mabamia Babadar K^v Pimad S^ of 
l>BmwB^ Flnaaoe Member, made his liret badget spccdi in tbe CobbcU while prcscatikg the 



sli & A O. LEGISLATIVE COOSCIL {Pmk 

Mf«iCiltaMlctfMr]tS7-SL At tte MfMi tiM fteM Itaber mpteM tto ImI 
flit qpflcM 0f pMio iSMiee tboald not aalj to irall-dcpigiied M weil-vaitanMI Md 
jMitMljwiBUincdMUiit wMlBcfoy wBjto bodcfiifdtlwtpeople*! npccMBtatffCi m 
tteOpVBdlthcBld mlita ibeir ictpoDfIbiiiltet wiOi legud to H sod the eloM maMtlM 
brtwfni the flimeiel bropoeeleof the OovernmeBt m eet forth im the bodget Md the 
piaotloa wcU^beiog oi lUeiit mlUloiit wbon the repiceeDted. 

Beoeipt and BxpendiUirei 

Oomisg to the hodgrt proper and fiaaaelal poeltloB of the prorinopi the Finaooe 
Member elated that thnr anlioipatcd etartiog the earreut year with h faalanoe ol }oet ofor 
S Oforre hot when the flnal aoooauta wero made out th^ proteil to have a halanoe of 
aoBM Ba, SO lahhe laere than they cspcetcd, the tlgvre being Be. S^l, 87,000 inolodlng 
the ordinary balance available for general pnrpoaai of Bm, (08,ltL000 and fia. 88,S4|000 
in the Famine Infnimnoe Fund, The differenoe waa principally dne to the revenna of 
thelaatvear beingBa. It lahhaatoveandeaperdiure dcbiuble to revenne Be. 0 lakba 
below the levircd eatimate of that year. Daring the oarront year they now anticipated 
that Kvenne would amonnt to Ba. 5,78,01,000 or about Ba 0 lakba more than t he budget- 
led fignro of Ba. 5,68,18,0(0, while on the other aide of the account they anticipated that 
espenditnre debilable to rave: oe would amount to Ba. 6,18,15,000 or about 1 and three- 
fonrth lakba more than the Ognre of Ba. 6,11,59.000 originally arlici|iated and provided 
in the current ycar*a budget. Whereaa their total revenne waa ezp.'cted to amount to 
Be, 5,67,48,000, their total czpenditnre debitable to revenue omitting pro? iaion (or new 
lobemca waa eapecied to amonnt to Ba 5,85,31,000 or about 18 lakha mote than their 
revenne. The comer atone of their finanoial eiliftoe waa the relation between their 
revenue and revenne expenditure and it wonhl therefore be at once reoogniaed that there 
waa ground for aeriona thought when they would have to enter upon the new year with 
their exiatfng liabilitiea well abrad of their revenue. He, however, maiotainod that tha 
outlook wua not ao gloomy aa it might at* firat light appear and ao would anm up the 
altnatloifeby auying that failing a breakdown of czeiae revenne their proepeeta abonld 
improve daring the nrzt three yeara but owing ruther to reduction of expenditure than 
to inercaae of revenue. In thoir prraent poaition, it waa not ooneidcred aafe to inenr 
new ezpendit ore to tho extent of more than 17. and three-foorth lakba. Of the money 
nvailable lor new eobemea 5 lakba and 19 thooranda had been allocated to the Beaerved 
nnd IS Igkha and 57 thoomnda or more than twice an much to the transferred. Taking nil 
tlieee propoaala their total revenne expenditure would amonnt to Ra. 61,47,000 and total 
oxpenditnre to Ba, 6.84,01,000. They wonid tbna eloio tlie year with the halanoe of 
Be. 1, 44,95.000 of which Bs. 81,16,000 wonid be in Famine Insurance Fond while tbolr 
ordinary balanoe wonid amount to only Ba. 68 lakba. 

Oonelttding, the Finance Member said that they had a seriea of good years and 
Government In their wisdom had taken full advantage of them. What were visioae in 
lOlS were now solid rraliiice. They had a University, a Medical (krlloge and an Engi- 
neering Collrae. Schools and hospitals bad been increased and improved beyond all 
knowledge. Kearly half a croro of rrourring expenditure on the transferred nation- 
bnildlng depaitments bad been incurred daring the last four years. Dot it was obvioos that 
the poorest province in India could not go on indefinitely adding to its permanent 
bufdcna at ibie rate. He hoped that thii time next year, tho ontlook would be brighter 
thunT it was to-day, 

Belf-Goverament In Chota Nagpur, 

On the I8TH FEBBUABT a long discussion centred on the first non official remln- 
tkm on the agenda paper demanding that the privilege of sleeting non-offleiai chairmen 
thonM ih extended to district boards in Ohota Nagpur. 

Behn Sri Krishna Singh (leaiier of the Bnaraj Party) moving this resolution said that 
Chota Nsgpnr was nnjuitly deprived of an important political rig^t. The Local Self- 
Govemment Act was intrndrd to train people in the art of eelf-govcrament and it bad 
a great direct inflof noe on pnblio life, aa pei^le in villaget were directly connected with 
amdri of district boarde and they properly nndermobd them. Ho traced Lord Blpon*s 
poliev with regard to local self-government in India, and pointed ont that it was his 
l^ume desire to see that the cause of local eelf-govemment advanced in tbit ooantiy. 
He hoped that the Council would register its verdict in favonr of tlm reeolnlioD. 

Bai Bahadur Burnt Cbandru Buy moved un amendment that the board should be 
empowered to cket ebalrmen from among tbrmaclvis, ofllelal or non-o6kia1, or fkom 
onlaide^ 

Balm BrMliir Bamal (Dr premed Claeeee) opposing tbe reaolntion mM that it wonid 
beloibeadvanlafeoltbop^lonf CbotnNtgpnr that tho Qovernamnt wen the eeilo^ 
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dfiM «f tiHfr Wte Ihe proptr Itea €mm Hm Omtancal woaU g lit llmi 

UMi gfIfliffQ. H« MBplftlBed of tiM dMiUitiM iMpoud opoo ilioMi bf tlii tilglMr 
oMift mmI poiotoil oot thol 00 ivgord «m poM bj Ibem (o their lali*reeU, Oalj Ooioni* 
■eat ood the Christioo nieeUmfiriee had dooe emo^Rhiiig for their ^iviiooeaieiit. 

Mr. Blftoo (Glilet Beoretorj) on beholf of the OoferneMOt etotail that he wee eorprleiid 
at tbie dawuMi beiag pot forward bj B«hari aiid Ori^a nembere who bail their owa 
preMittg qaeitiona to eoaeiiler, obaervatioje we:e baaeil oo penekual bnowliNige aad 
not onahitfaettheoriea. lie bad worked fa Ohota Nagpur ia hie ollielal oa;iaaiijr lor 
10 pcate aad be bO'l therefore eome into oloeo oonnccima with tite people there, l^or 
the haokward artae the OoecrniaeBt was a pereoa, and ae their motione did not oatend 
beyond tlio lieiite of the diet, iet and their e i»ioa wae reetrietcil the Ooverntooat wae da 
faeio the IMetriet OIBoer. On poooont of their haekwardoene the Oovornmeiit wae bonnit 
to take care of those eiaeiiei. Mr. Hanstond pointed out that they had offleial ehairoMU 
to protcet colliery iutereete and to see tliat }astiee wae done to o.iiliery owners. 

The ameBOinent was lost and the main reeolation was cariidil, ti votiog for and S9 
againet It, The Conseil then adjoumed. 

Committee to Snqaire Into Coal Depremion. ^ 

On the SI ST FEBBUAHY Uio ooal imlostry and the Santlial P.irganai district 
figured in the debate in the Council, when two noo-oifioUl n!M>luti(ina were moted 
demanding a committee of enquiry into the csoms of llie heavy deprrselon in the coat 
indoetry in the i'rovlueo and excel sion of the op-sration of tlie Loeil delf-Qovcrnment 
(Amendment) Act (19^8) to the dietriet of the Saiitlmi Pargaiias. 

Baba Jagat Marain Lai, plcailcr, uf the loUepenilcut Coogices Parly, niovoil a resolu- 
tion urging the ap|>ointnicnt If* a commitUc of enquiry iuio the eansts of llio heavy 
depreieion in the ooal induetry wi' h a view to tuggesilng mraus to remove tliom. 
Within the year 1924-23, 156 companiee hail cIusihI down. The iiulosiry hal been 
greatly liandicapped owing to tnbauojd railway and shipping rates. 

Uabn Gor Sahay Lai moved an amendment that enquiry bo mado wiQi siKCial 
referenoe to the fostering of the by-p oducte relating to coal, 

Mr. Dtfvaki Prasbad Binha pointed oot that such a commitleo would be futile, as the 
remedy of the canses lay with the Government of India, and the Local Government bail 
nothing to do with the cincstion involved, 

Mr. Lewis (Revenue Secretary) explaining the attitude of the Government, said tliat 
the ffiolotion raised as all-Imlia is^ue with which the liocal Oovernmimt was not con- 
cerned, The depression was not c'ue to local facts. On the SMuraocs given by Mr. 
Hammond, leader of the House, that a small cummiUee would be accepiabld to the Govern- 
ment, under eerlaiii limitation^ the resolution was oltimately withdrawn. 

Babn Bam Hayaln Sinha, Swsiajist, moved that operation ol the Local SeU-Govern- 
meat Act be exb^nded to the Santlial Paiganai. 

Mr, ilammoml, on belialf of the Government, opposcirilio motion and olMcrvcil that the 
Sanlbale were a simple and credulous people, auil they ncedeil protect ioo, firstly, fiom the 
prrsfiure of landlords, secondly from monrylcnders, and thirdly fium the evil ol litigation. 

The resolution was carried by 4 1 votes to 88. 

Administration of Sone Canaii. 

On the 23ND FEBRUARY, Kumar Rajiva UaDjaii Prasbad Sinha taoved .a lesolutlon 
dcmamling a committee of enquiry into the grievances of cultivators in ngard to the 
administration of the Bone Canals and to suggest measurtfs for affoiclliig relief. Tiio 
grievances were mainly rnhanced wat >r rates, infuffieicncy of wa^r supplied, iiregu- 
laiity of supply and relaxation of supervision over the luborJinatc statf of the caualA 
Rai Bahadur RUhun Swarup, Chief Eoglneer, replying oa be’ialf of the Government, 
sUlHl that daring the years 1928, 1924, and 1925 the Government CJiiveUftl three eou- 
ferenoes of ofllcials and non-officials to suggest a!i posnible improvements with regard to 
the administration. Coosiaot efforts were made to enquire into the complaints ma<te 
and the Government had done everything that could lessonably be rione to meet tlicmi. 
Under tbe eireomstaoces theie was no necessity for a eommdU'Oi 

The resolution was uilimately carried witbout a division. . 

Another rrsolaiion, which occopied much time, was regarding the improvement In 
the pay anil prospeeis of meuibrrs of the snbordin.ite cdncHtional si-rvice, several mcmlwra 
vepreaeating that these men were poorly paid. The rrtulntion was carried by 36 voles to 32* 

Tbe Budget Discussion. 

Qenetal discussion of the Boilget commencivl on the 24T1I FEBRUARY coo- 
tiaaed till the next day. On the last day la summing up Hie discusaion site Uoa'hte 
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tfciMimjA BtiHidBr €f IhMmMO, fha FImiim M^Mber.etotaed lliArtlMiiiiili«D-MI<l1air 
d tpwt iiwi lt had tent mon fenai^j tivaM to Bfbar ttom to say atlMr to 

f Mtoi Ha ttotad ttoit BfiioB the fattiNtaetkm of tefieniie, the telel espeeilttere that hae 
hmm {iieerfMl ea aew teheaifa on the lewmd tUe wee Ba, 4,17^000 marring and 
Be. 47.6t.000 Boa-feearring. Oo the timaafanad aide eorveapoBiftog tgafoa wife 
Ba. 136,10,000 rfearriag aad Ba. 136,67,000 noa-marr<ng. Agito eompariag the expea- 
dftaia of 1011-66 with thoae of 1967-68 esdlndiag noa-eff^ffe ebargai^ they foead 
fhat'lbeiilMul beeaaninerem of oaly 11 per oeat aader Beaenred aide, while ander 
Traaaiarrad, the Inereaae waa one of 86 per oeat Th^ had fneanad nearly half enire 
of new leeaniag ezpeadltare oa the Iraniferred departaeata. He did not bellere that 
ihefi waa ai^ other protineea to India that eoald ahow aaoh a reeofd. 


Voting on Bodget DomandOi 
Oa the 8TH MABOH the CobboI] vot'd three hadget demaada of Ba. 61,66.606, 
*nd Ba. 8,04^08 to reapaot of land revenae, tzelee and aNuapa reapoBtively. 
Atom eat of Ba. 100 waa oMwed oath# ezelaedcBBaad toarge theprohlbltloB.hj the 
QoveraaMmf, bat waa alttoadely rr|eeted. The Oovemiaent pointed oat that the poll^ of 
total pvobthltloa waa not feaalble from a piietleal point of view althoagh the Oovera- 
■eat had alwaja afaaad at a pollej of auzIaiaBi revcane aad mlnlmaai oonaampthm. 

Aeqalaitlon of Private Foreata to Chola Kagpar. 

Oa the 7TH ICABOH by 66 voIm to 88 the Ooaaell rrfaaed provMoa of 
Ba. 1.00300 for aeqalaltloa of private foreate of Ohota Kagpar. Koa^inelal amb a r a 
who wofed ooriaaioB of thia lien arged that aeqalaitloB of thaaa foreata laeant eaeroadb- 
RMBl apon the righia of land-Iorda and tniaata and the Oovemmeat ahoald not follow 
Ihli pnlnr of aeqalaltloa. The OovemnMvit ivpllad that rapid deaadatlon of private 
to raa la of Ohota Kagpar had b roeaaa a natter of aariona pahlle ooaoeni and the only 
afheUva aalvatloB of thaaa foreata lay la aeqalaition. Tin Goveraneat wan, therefore, 
ahntog 01 oonaervatloB of the foreata whtob aroald to eoarae of thae prove to be rcnn- 
norattoi wall an of great atllily to leawvlag eno of the oanm of flooda to Oriaaa, 


Oanaara Motion on Ktolaten M eatadL 

On Iho 8TH MABOH the Bwaiajial nenber i In the Oonaeil raiaed onea again 
nooaatItntloBaldebaleiBBMvtogatolEiBeal of Ba. 100 oa the dcnaad for MtoiaieiiP 


Baba Klraa Karayan Btogh f8wafa)iat) who noved the eat aald that the nottoa waa 
nded ae a vale of eneaaie i^aat the paeoiBt Mlafaleva and agalaat the Mlnletiy. 
Hlo Blit gricv a aee agalaat the Mlalalere waa that they violated the very apirit of the 
oonatitatloB In aooeptipg the olBoa wlthoat eajoylBg the eoaidenee of a najority of 
ehelod ONnhera and In not advlaing Hie Kxoriicnoy the Qoveraor to Invite the Bwara) 
Pnty whtoh he olalmed waa the awyirity party. The oonatltatloa neant that Mialatere 
ahoald depend on a majority of eleoled nambere. Ko toatanee, eontlaaed the apeaher, 
oonld be foond where Mlatatera bad violated the oonatitatloa In aeeh a manner. He 


oonteaded that the Minlatero had not enqneiated any deOnlte policy in their term of 
oMoe, It waa a gival alar on the provlnoe tinl no eapable non eonld be f naad to replaoo 
thaaa Mlniatera who had been appointed for the third tine. Thna the annhera other 
than the SwaraBata were refnaed the opportaalty of ahonldering the reaponaibllity. 

Baba Lakebnldhar MahanthI (Oriapa), anpperting the notion, complained that Orlan 
had not boon given a proper ahare In the adnlnlatratioa of the province aad pat forward 
the olain el Orfaaa for a third Mtolaler. 

Baoa Bhogwati Baraa oppoaed the notfcm aa be thoaght that the preaent Miaialari 
who had done worh ahoald not be conaared lihe that. 

The Hon'ble Hr. BaoBnond, apeahlng on the motloB, aald that the MtolOlera ahonid 
onjpy theocnfidenoeof theHonaeaaa whole. TheMInlateri bad * dlacharged their dattaa 
to the aatlefaotlon of the eleoled nembera of the Coaneil. Aa regarda the aaggaatton lor 
the third Mlnlater for Oriaaa, he aald that In the iiat Bafonned Gbvemnent they had a 
M lnl atir toon Oriaaa. He pointed ont that the repreaentatioB on the Mtolatry on 
the haaii of Mataw of laealltiM and oonmnnillM wn deatmotlve of the developneBt of 
a tvne arnaa of naHanallan. It waa wrong to any that the elaina el Orina bad net 
rfoaiveddna.oeaaldrration. Be thooght that It waa not the proper tine far the Orina 
mmmhm to lalia thia aide Inie. The Mtolatora had dIrebargM their detlaa to the bait 
of their abUHy and enjoyed toe oonddiBee of the Ooonell aa eonatltnted. 

Bhan BMndnv Mhhoined Kafil, oppaalng the notion, aald that the whole idaa of 
pf the 8wain|IHi waa to wreak the oonatltgtloB and naha tin OoveraaMnt latpanlhla m 
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ttef Ml MM wiCh addliilMpladfniiolAaMipi «So^ 
tliM MMben wbolMdeMMtoworkilivEeformttowiiiK 
MrilMwMk ftad eB)9j«d ibe f ttllM MfictottM oC Mtoib 

tate BAjudhari 8ln«b, oppMliifr ibe Motion, mid UmI fho MiaiiteM iMd not fbiMid 
the MtHletio i m they know thoy CTiJoyed tiie ooafldeiioe of the peofde. 

The H<m*ble Hr. Gannb Datt Singh (Hinhiter for Loeel Srlf-Ohivenimiiitl, MlyiMb 
Mid he knew that M 0 llini»te% ho wu not a periaanenl ftxtnro n>r weald theeo who 
oMoeedod bin. The Orlna menbert wauled a third Minieter an I that waa why they 
had joined la the metioa for eeamre. Bet that wae for the OoearnaMal and Stfi 
Bioelleney to decide. He knew lhatibe 8waia)ieta bad their bloek In the OoMieU, hat 
barring them, he obdoed that be and hie oollragar, Sir Syed Mahomed Fakcnddlni hM 
a larger fnllowtag than any other memb*re In the Gonneil. 

The Hon*bie Sir 8y^ Ifabomed Fakraddio, Mlaiaterof Bdaeetien, fe|dylMui|ld 
thet after tin jeaia of etrennoae work to adeanoe the odvoational pragicee 3 Om 
P rorlaoe^ be foand that rzpreKione and gt'etarei were need egainet him wbicb were higlily 
dfeappolnflng. It wae eaid that miafeteiihip wae ewret and tempting to him. Bo nSlild 
Idl them that it wae not eweet bat eonr. (A roloe : Why not reeign It f) He had a hts^ 
poeltlon in the Bar with no minieterial neponeibllltr and worriee. The Orlya mimimi 
mid that they bad nothing pereonally agalnet the Minieter. If ao, why ehoaUI they jala 
ia^hle motion ofeaneere which chall«nge«i theehavaoter and boaonr of MJalilM f It 
wii wrong to my that Min*etere ha^i riolated the oonatiintional eoBfoniion. 

Motion Loot. 

On a diTiefon the motion wai nltimately rejeoted by M Totee to 97, M wihin fitwn 
Orima kept nentral. 


II waife iberelem. IkodMaf 
tthe MiBiatHa wbekailmMM 
i oftkoBoBM harilig iho 


Ooremment Honm Garden Partieii 

By n majority of 54 ro^ce to tS, the €k»nnoi] rejeoted and dieeooiated Staolf from iho 
motion fora token oat of Re. 100 for profieion for etaS and honeebold of B.X*tbo 
Qoffmor. 

Mr. DerakI Praead Sioha (Independent Oongreet Party) who wae the anther of thle 
motioB erlticieed the management at ganivn partiaa of the Qoferneaent Boom and 
mmrted that adiiilnetion wae drawn between Indian and Enropean gneata, Anaahor 
of nwmbara made apeeehea dluooiatlng thnnaelrea from the motion. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Hammond (lender of the Honae), replying, mid that Hie EtcaUcnoy 
tba Governor accepted foil retponiibility for the management of hie partim and ho dM 
not dikhm that any official member abonid defened the hooeehold managMent on the ftoor 
of thoHonae. Heoentlnned that In diienaiittg thta they oonid not aeparato the bail 
from boaplmlity. Ho pointed oat that tliere were two kinds of goeati, ona who aocaptail 
the hmpItaHty and the other who, on political oonaldafatlena, did not aeoept it Bat the 
mover wanted to ormte a third kind of gneata to which India waa anaoonatOBaed aad the 
Honm imeated aa they enjoy the hospitality and wonld at the mme tism crttloiM and 
cavil at it. The Connell then atjonmed. 


Ministers* Salarim Voted. 

On the 9TH MARCH by a majority of 68 votes to 88 tba Coaneil rajaotad aiMthar 
Swaimjiat motloa for the total omimion of the provition of Ba. l,16,9lt for the Mlnlittrs 
Swarajisla tabled this motion agaiut the dyarehioal system of Government. 

Mr. Krishna Ballab Bahay, S-varajitt, who moved for the omimion of this provlaM 
pointed oct that the Davolntlon Role 6 entitled the Oovemor-Ooneral to snspead or revoko 
tbo tnmaferred department. Bale 10 made the services not saboidlnate to the MiaisiM 
bat to the Governor. Section 53 (8) made the Ministers mere advitera. Saewn n 
entitled the Governor to withhold bia aaaent from any aet of the Coonefl aad Soolioa H 
directed that no appropriation of revennea oonid ba made esoept 

Governor. How oonid n Minister be said to have any powers f While otharcaanm^ 
Mtinnad the apmker, have eomplated the progreas cf literacy. India bad progremad Isom 
5-I fa 1551, to 5*1 in 1581 and to 5 6 in 1988. At this rate Hterwy wmW ^^^omnloto in 
50 ymis. Bihar made lest progrvta than India as a wbol^ Technical odomliMi hM 
boon atartod long before the Beformt. If the Beformod Government o^jd hoot of 
engloeerlng and medleal colleges tba pre-Bafewm Qovernmeiit om or tho Govi. os 
Imlia Aot mhleh had given more powers to the Governor and mads MiaiaM powmima 

Mn Sridbar Samal (Depresaed elataea) opposing tba t he qi aaUmn of 

BiadaMnaUm, Biabmla«Noa-Brabmin dlilereaoe a had to ha oattled bafoio 09 

4 $ 
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Smm}. UwMWNBgtoMiythattlwBelanu hadnalBlfW them ■^ytUng, H« tboaght 

ftjte jUMfUtntinaai mdftanoB fboaki ba in lUMtci. 

.Mr. Sri Kritbiw Singh (lemlei of the Swnm] Pnrtj) raiiporiiiig the motion nU thnt 
be hod got tbe higheit nepect for the Minfetcn; hot he oondemned the ejetem of dteiehy. 
He eontonded that the Ooeemment of India Aet had gi? «n the Hoeemor greater poweri 
with regard to the tranafericd department!. The Ooeemor dealt with the Minialen 
•eparpteij and overnled them when be happened to differ from them. Then be urged 
that the llinifters be riven a free band with regard to the adminiatratfon of the trana- 
lerred dopartmenta. He then pointed out that they had not the power of the pnrae. By 
the Beforma there waa no ebange in the ay stem of ad miniit ration and the adminiatratfon 
bad become more expensive. Thia was admitted even by the Miniatora in their memo- 
random to the Beforma Enquiry Committee. By not allowing thia ayatem to oontinne 
they would show that thia Oovernmeut waa not carried on by the content of the people. 
He aalmd them how they oookt .sanction a system of Oovemment which had no real 
pOweriL Some members saw the band of the wrecker in this motion, but poeterity would 
judge if tbeir action waa not gnided by national impnlae. 

Mr. Obandreahwar Prasad Karayan Binlm opposing tho motion said that them waa 
no reaaon why a leetion of the people liaving laHb in woraing the Beforma ahoold be 
obetrneted by another eeolion which had no faith in it. 

BfA Shlra) Kriahna (Swarajiat) anpporting the motion aaRed if 6 years of working 
the llmorme bad not revealoci to them that it had nothing in it. 

The Hon. Sir Byed Mahomed Fakbruddin, Minister of Bducatiou, replying, aaid that 
his views abont diarchy were well-known. He admitted that there were defects in it 
and that Ministers bad to work coder vnrioos reatrtetione. He himself wanted that the 
ly steal should be eiiangcd. They had on tbeir part inapite of these reatrietions and limf- 
tatione done their best. He then referred. to the educational progress made in the 
piovinoe. 

The motion waa ultimately rejected by 68 votes to 35. Then the whole demand of 
Bi. 60,99.516 under general administration waa put to vole and agrectl to. The demand 
under Administration of Justice waa being diBOoaaed when the Council adjourned. 

Demand under Juatioe and Jails. 


On the lOtb MABCH the Council voted demands of Bs. 89,76,694 and Ba. 17,06,788 
for adminiatratfon of Justice and jails and convict settlement respectively. Tbm was 
a diecoesiott on a token cut of Be. 100 proposid on the administration of juatioe in the 
cooree of which the members railed attention to the delay in giving effect to the proposal 
ofeeparation of the Judicial and executive fCneiions and urged the appointment of a 
Muslim Judge on the bench of the Patna High Court, It was replied on behalf of the 
Qovemment that the reoommendatione of the local Qoverumrnt with regard to the pro- 
posal of separation of Jndioial and executive functions were under consideration of the 
Qovemment of India and the Government wonld in future meet carefully consider the 
propriety and desirability of appointing a Muisalman as a High Court Jod^ The 
motion was ultimately withdrawn. The demami under ** Police** was being diienscod 
when the Connell adjourned. 

On the IITH MABCH the Connell voted a nnmber of budget demande fer grants 
inolnding Bs, 78,84,187 for Police and Bs. 1,89,791 for Education (Beserveri) respectively. 
His Excellenqy Bir Henry Wheeler and tLady Wheeler were piCMut in the Distingnisbod 
Yisitors Galleiy. 


I*rimarj Education in Bihar. 

On the 14TH MABCH the Conueil diccnasod the Swarajist motion for a token ent of 
Bs. mO in the demand for cdocation (transferred), A number of members including 
Mr. Bamdayain Slnba, mover, Mr. Mirsn Karayan Bingh and Mr. Mnbaruk All took tba 
opportunity to discosa tho rdneation policy and call attentioB to specific questSono 
Qonaecled with it. The mover and Mr. Kirsn Karayan Bingh centred tbeir erStioIsm on 
misaary education which tliey coashlered had not snflIeienUy advanced and urged tbal 
fowl bMiea should be given free discretion to work oat the eduostion poliqj fpgaidfng 
prinary education. Mr, Kiren Karajan charaoterised the policy as detrimental} to the 
interesta of the people and suited that, during the last 6 yearn, Miristera of Edaoition 
had not laid down any definite policy with regard to primary edueation wj^ieh wne meet 
eceential for edecating the maaise, 

Mr. Mebeiak Alt drew attention to Moslem education In the piovinos and deaMmdsd 
that fair Ucatmeot ehcnld bo accorded to it. ^ 

Hon. Bir Fakhruddini Minister of BdneatioD, replying, aesnred tim ssembeis that It was 
not* kis poUej to impoee any reatrietions upon local bodies with regard to am. pro- 
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gnmmm ol primary cdaoatiMi* He weald he the last penoa to telorieia with lha 
dieeietioo of the loeat borffm hi working cat a programme. If any reetrieUoae bad been 
pal^ tlH^ had beta pot from bpm Mi wotlvve. It wae the dfeire of the Qomomont to 
•ee that primary edaeatioo wae ■pr.ad aa qaickly at poeeible. Bat the whole qaceMon 
wae aboat fanda. The Hod. Hiniater had aot coucladcd hit apeech whea the Coaaoll 
ad^oomed. 

Mr, HammmidL<^agra(n'ated. 

On the 16TH MARCH, tho OouDcil rcaaaambliiig, mrmbera from all arotiobaaml 
party groDpa took opportanity to congratulate the Hoo*ble Mr, Hammood (leader of the 
Hoaae) on hla new appointment aa Governor of Aaiiam. 

Mr. Sri Kriabna Singh, leader of the Bwaraiya Party, Mvaara Mubarak AH, Devakl 
Praaad Sinha and Sri Kriahna Uahapaira and othera participating in chorua of oongratn- 
lationa wiabed Mr. Hammond ancccaa in hia new exalted offioe. 

The Hon*bIe Mr, Hammond thanketl them in reply and aaid that he waa very aorry 
to leave Bihar with which ho had old aaanciaiiooa. 

Yotiog on Budget Grant a Concluded, 

To^ay waa the laat day for voting on Goverument Budget demanda for granta. At 
five iu the evening the guillotine waa applied and all the remaining Government demanda 
were put to vote and carried. The Council adjourned (ill next day when tuppltmenlary 
demands were taken up. 

Sir H. Wheelei'a Farewell AJdreaa. 

On the 16TH MARCH, in hia farewell atldreaa to the Bihar and Oriaaa Lrgiatalivo 
Omneil, Hia Excellency Sir Henry Wheeler aaid that he ditl n-jt leave thu provtnoa 
in a atate of financial despondency in which ho found it and ho regarded it with 
aatfafaction that they, under the constitution aa it atood, whatever might be their views 
legaiding it, had been able to do aome work of value. Relating the parable of 
Stranded wayfarer, Hia Excellency exhorted them to fact} facta, ahooldcr lomla, weloumc 
the help of all who offered it, truat to a wiae leader and disregard falao guidea and act 
forth along the winding road in good heart and with aingle-minded ainoerlty of purpcaa 
and (be dawn would see them home^ Ho aasuroil them that they bad many oMeial wull* 
wiabers on their journey. Some of them percbauoe were apt to regard them aa the 
boats of the maiden prowling round ami round, othera to remnt It when they dapiecatad 
abort cuta or pointeil out falae trials. But officials, be continued, bad already abaiuil 
the fatigue of many a hot, long and dusty march and they offered them tbeir help on 
the renminder of the way. 

Concluding, Hia Excellency aaid that they had come to a atago together and hia 
good-will went with tliem on the rest of ibi route. To ait who bad helped in acoomplialiiog 
whatever daring the last five yeara bad been achieved, be offered hia ainoereai peraonal 
acknowledgmanta and hia parting wishes were for the welfare of them all and of the 
province which bo had andeavonred to aerve. 

Voting on Supplementary Granta. 

After going through the last day'a programme and voting a number of aupplcmenlary 
demanda for granta which occupied the wlmle day the Bihar aud Orissa Legialatlvo Connell 
adyonmed to-day ** aino die.** 



The Burma Le'gislative Council. 

The Badgtl of the Berm Xiighdatlve Conaeil wee opened hgr H. BL the 

Goeomor oa the SITE JABITABT 1917. There wee e large attendaBoe of .neaibcre. The 
▼WtONi* galleqr wee alio fall. There wae a large crowd In the Tfefnitj of the Coaneil to 
gnel Hie BaoeHenesir. 

In addreesing the Coaneil Hie Bzoelkn^ epoke on the ad?ancenient of BaraM and 
B ang e on . After referring to the eielte of the Comaiander-in-Chief, Sir BaeU BlahheCt 
and Star Boaakl BcM| be nade a genrra! earrej of the eenditfon of the prorinee wbieh 
he aaSd wae flUlefaetorj. In the oourae of the earrej be tooebed on agrieoifoia] eapan- 
•iOB of varttlne trade and progrcM made by the developnient traet, pablle hfalib, 
hr aa eb ee on railway line, erimo poeitioo, oommanicaiiotif, aniferaity and reernt deepateh 
elespedition to the -Triangle to abolish slavery. As regards agrksaltoie, the Ooveraov 
m*d these wae a record iloe crop and altboagh harvcFte in Upper Borma bad laffered. 
thopanaial oatlook waa mtisfaetory. In maritime trade there had bera grrat expaiitlon 
hi fta year 19S5-t6. The namber of ebips wbleh entered Into the ports waa 1076, aa 
awipaifd wKb 1694 ii Bombay and 1194 of Calcatta. The not rrgMored toanage waa 
4 mlilioiif tone in Bangoon aa compared with 4 and ball miJione In Bombay and aboot 
1 and aavea-eigbt milliona In Galentta. Bangoon wae now the scoond port In the Indian 
Bmpiiir. Pttblio health on the whole bad been aatiefaeiory and, in this eoncoetlon, His 
Bseailaney ireforred to tbo prerenoo of the British Social Hygiene Ccnneil Dolegation in 
Bangoon and enqnirira now beiog crindocted by the Hrmlth Oemmittre appointed by 
Ibeweal Government. Regard ing railway bnaehee, hen marked that the Government 
leaUied that the qneitkm of flooding wae a very seriooe one and that no onneceisary delay 
vrotild taka place in taking action on the reporta of the Cemmitteo which woald bo 
pnblivlird abortly. The latest retnmi of crime, the Gkivemor olaerveil, were vny rnoonr* 
aging, thongh the otime aeawn wae not yet in full iwing and be was not dlepoeed to 
prophny. He tbonght they were prooerding on the right linee to bring crime back 
to monable dimenaionf. Harder, be said, bad not yet ibown an apprroiable tendency 
to deerease ; hot the Committee appointed to tackle this difieolt question woold sborllj 
submit lit report. Here he testified to tbe rxerllent laid work of tbe District Oflems 
and polloe foioee in tbe eoppreesion of crime. Cemmasieatioi), His Ezcellmcy pdnied 
oa^ wan steadily improving. He expected to get reme return for tbe heavy oatlay on 
tbe Migaldon Cantonment which ehoold be ready for occopation In tht next Cetober. 
The Univeraity, he observed, was emerging from difliciiltioe vrbieh hr tot its blitb and 
avarytbing was in tbe train for rapid advanee. He gave the ns»nrarice that the Govom- 
moot wonld do all in iia power to assist tbe Uiiiveitify to an early ecmplction of ita 
Mlding ecbemcB. Hia Excellency spoke on tbo recent Darbar bold at Myitkyina and on 
tbo setting out of Hr. Barnard and bis asaiatants on tbe detailed work of the oBane^pa- 
tion of ilavei in tbe triangle. He frosted that this wonld be carried oot picmptly and 
anooetsfally and the blot on the fair name of tbe Provinoe woold be removed. In tbia 
oonnection Hia Exoellenoy acknowledged tbe great assistance received from Lord Irwin 
nnd Sir Basil Blacketts 

Conolndlog be referred to the great importance of the Bftslon, this being tbe last 
over whieh Sir Bobeit Gilf • presided. He tlanked Sii' Bobtrt for tbo cervices rendered to 
the Provinoe and felt that it wonld be hard to find soccescor to him. 


• The Budgwt for 1927-28. 

After tbe Governor had left tbe Conoeil, there was a short interval when tbo Coonoil 
manmed Ita seeBioo. Kew membera including Mr. U. Eg. Oyce, ca-Edocaiion Binistcr 
veii sworn in. The Finanoe Member then pnsentod the hodgot. 

bnd^ eanettoned by tbo LegiaJativo Coaneil in Hatch 1926 assomed tbe 
Opining bnlMMa if Ba. 3,93,60,000 receipts amoanting to Be. 10«67,Sd,000 and aa expcndl- 
mrootBa. 11,91, 96,000 (of whieh Ba. 3,08,1^000 wasclasrcd afe capital cxpcnditaie) 
•ad a hMag bnlaiiee of Be. 68,26,000. f be opening balance fell ebon of tbe eiUmate 
by la. 99,37,000. The year 1936-16 waa oonsidfrably lees favomableto tbe agrienltniiat 
iSia the pntfiMS year and nllbtogh Koelpte exceeded esptnditnrr, it fell short of the 
eHlmalN adopted ta Mareh 1936. Tbe inrplns was below sntieipations daring tbe ennent 
yw«* Bo far aa ena Waeen at preaent and despite the facts that rains have been normal, 
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IheMHiltalioth oC iwirfpto umI ovokliuirt mhkk wtn idoiHH M Uta^ wtt It 
^ tttfptjyi Pwvlilttt WM Mult tnder ik^bt beiiiit fpr t Im tf 
Ita. U ItlElia. It Btatm Port Trvit. The ContiiaiioDeit bttt dfcklril It nim t Ittt 
it Iht opn aMuknk ttd fMrvtltlcm for Hm Iota wUI M bo icqtiftd. Ot IttoruillMi M 
ft *MW iifcimtta tbtl ibo (ohiaing biilAiiw mi iha Bltl Mtitb Itn 
vlU be Bt. to Itkba tr Bt. tl,7f .000, iMin than tho MtliMle. Tbii utMitt tf B« 00 Ifblit 
bti bsoi adopted u.iho opening bnlnaoe In Iho bmigcl for 1018. 

Bfllmltet for 10S8L 

For Ibo pnrpoM of ibe bodgol for Ibe eoming yenr, oontinmuioe of the enirtiag ttiro 
1i Monmod. 11 if cttimaled the ordinary fereniie rcoeiptt will amonnl lo Be. 10.86»04»000 
and ordinary eipenditiire obarged to rovenne lo lU. 10, 08.84, Oua It if propoord to 
Inonr a capital espeoditore amonnting lo lU. 0,68.61,000, of wliioh one Ba. I^O.U.OOO 
laprofonlf expemlUnre for wbieb iMna arc not admiwible unil^r Brbt Hitdf. Beoeiplo 
anticipated arc Be. 80,76,000 (rxolnding the loan of Ra. 1,86,(0.000 which it ia prop^ to 
toko from proTinoial loana fond) and espemtiture Be. 18,44,000. Towania tbia tboft ia 
ataiiablo from the anticipated opening balance (exeinding the atnonat to the ctriift of 
Profiooial Famine Inaoranoa Kami Ra. 1,86,000 wbieti cannot be oied for onllnary 
expenditnre) only Ra. 88,74,000. It ia propoaed to bridge the pap by borrowing one 
Ba. 1,86,000 from Prorineial Loana Pond of the Central Qorernmtni Icaa any remiialon of 
ProTioolal eontriboiion which Uk* Central Qovernmoiit may grant. Tide amoont ia U*fa 
by Ba. 88,47,000 than the balance which ia expected t4i be at the credit of tlio loeal 
Oovomment on thu lat April 1987 on aceooni of ita loana and ad rancho to beat bodiea. 
ngrionltnriata and others and it will not be nco«'iirary lo borrow for any rproiOo par porn 
or to Iranafer from rercDoc to capital account any oapilal expeudituK incorred in tlio 
paaton Ibe objeola for which loans were a imiraible. 

The Inanoial posit ion of the Piovince cn tho 81st March 1988 ia thoa It la 
catimatrd on the Slat March 1928 profineial Ulanoe will be rccioerd to Ra. 8,10,000. 
Ralanea at the credit of the ProTiaoe on nccoont of loans and advene i by the loenl 
Qovomment will be Ra 1,72,8^000 aart iha Piovliioe wilt owe Bs. 1,86,00,000 to f’covlaolnl 
Loana Fnnd of the Central uovernment. Thu Province will be oommltti d n large pro- 
gramme of rxpmditnre on pnblio worka. It will bu im|iosBib!e to carry these to completion 
wiibont boriOA'ing some two and half crorca nniinaily. Charpt's ou Joans n«eirii'ai| to 
cany tbe programme throngh to completion eoalU be mft by the margin bit wren ordinary 
rceuipta and ordinary expenditure rupplrmentcil by the entire rrmbaion of the provincial 
oontribntion ; bat it will be necessary to avoid further heavy commitramts on non- 
prodnetivo fchcmea and to cm b severely the present tendency to increase recur ting liabi- 
lities. 

Tbe Finnnee Member pointed ont that on tbe reserve side, inerr asa in expcndltnin 
bna Ijecn eomparntively much lest than on the transferred subycts and in aupiiort quoted 
fignrea He pabl a tribute to Mr. Booth Gravely, Scontary. Mr. QiJliatt, Addllionel 
Secretary, Bai Sahib Ashutosb Basu, Asaistant Secretary and others of tl e Finance Depart- 
ment for their nnalintcd eo*opcralion in tbe iahoriooe task of the pre|ai alien of tlio budget. 

Other Baiinem. 


The official busincaa transacted after the presentation of the bndgH was the intro- 
dnetion of a Bill lo dettirmine tbe salary of the Prreiilent of the Burma iK'gislative Oonnell 
(Bs. 4,000). Tbe Coonoil then ari)oorncd till tbe 1st Fubruary. 

Voreignera* Marriage with Burmese Women. 

On tho 1ST FEBRUARY, discuKslon wss resumed on the resolution fur appliention 
of Bnddbist laws to marriages contrsetod between Borman Buddhist women ami foreigners. 
Mr. A. Bggar, Government Advocate, explained what the law on tbe snbj-et was at 
present. He pointed ont tbe ob|eeiions which enioe in Ute way of earrying ont sn6h.g 
motion. Ho thought the matter was of all-India importance and eonld bavo been bettor 
diaenssed In the Legislstivo Aisembly thoogb he doubted it ever wonid bans met wttb 
■•AiMeni ttaw. If tb« inteatOm at th. Mwr wm to pr^ Ib w> Ba wiiM 
woaen, th. bi-it omm «o«U bo to .toft propiga^ fbo*I»g tb. dsMtia w»|V * 
snob mnrriagei. He stated that oodifUsation Bnddbist laws wss oondng np bifgib 4bo 
Owmeil aad tbo mover woald bare a battOK opportaaitp of mmriag aa amMdtopt 


.to tb. mala Bill to carry oat Uodorfr*. _ .. . ... 

laid ibat Ibe eoMalttoo wao aow dlicamiag tto MUo-d fto 
.toafWKoaM«l»obl»Tlo-etooniattbothwfWib«o o«tbo OoaaaU oa Ibt OMtoktu 
Ha OKaoNid So 6ai maM ba befon tbo Ooaaett to tto Boptotobto MHiM. 
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Steto MuagMcnl of BmHM 

Tba qMtta of State neaafMMk wtoi eonpitaj meiiigitaBnk wii Uie f mMnoi- 
nettarel eeetber icirt«tlo& dimited in Ibe Oeendl. Mr« U« Pn, liad«r oC the Hone iUde 
Ptrljr, movfd Uiet tide Oeniell ooatiderf thei Ibe beta Setcrcsto of tbe proTineeere ia 
ibo preieiit eireomftiiiiew likelj to be eerted bj State MtageflMmt of Berioe foSIweye 
mi tbf tefoUoelioii of tbe premk eontreot end reqoeete tbo Joool Goferaaeiit to take tbe 
opporleoitj of reeoameiiding ibii Yiew to tbe Indbi Oovemment end tbe Secretary ef 
State. The moTer. lo urging tbe rtMonr^ eeid tbet pieetlcelly they bed no eoiee In tbe 
ttenegcment end tbet Bermene were not gfuen eoSloImt e n e on i eg e m ent to ioin nil- 
wey mrrice, 

A number of mernben took pert in tbe diwiHloii, meet of tbem enpporting State 
nienagement. 

Tbo Finer.ce Member informed Ibe Hoeee tbet OcYernment bencbM would not Yuto 
on tbd motion. In enptaining thin etiitnde, be eeid' tbet e elmiler motton eret diwiiowed 
but yeer by tbe GoYomor, tbe enbject metier being oeatrel. Tbii ye r the motion bee 
been ellowed ee tbe Indie Gbremment wenkil to know tbe opinion of the loeel Qofern- 
ment end the letter would like to be guided in thie metter ly non-oSIctal opinion in ibis 
Honic. Aoeording to tbe prernnt errengemmit| tbe contract with tbe Borme Beilwey 
would terminete on e yee»*e notico. He ei»ked the Honm to coaiider tbe diiedventegeo 
tbet may remit from State menegemenP eo long ee Berme remeini pert of tbe ledmn 
Bmpire. He elio quoted initanofe of aeYerel oounirim where Btete menegement bed not 
proved to be e mooem. 

Mr. Oroatbwelte, Offleieting Agent of Borme Beilwayi, apoke lefotlng the mover*! 
teeaon itgerding employment of liormeni end the Beilwey Adfiaorj Oommittee. 

Tbe reeolnlion wet then carried without divielon. The Ooencil then edioorned, 

Bemovel of See Diaquelifioetion. 

On tbo 8BD FBDRUABT Mr. Thrin Menng, the Keiloneliat Party’s chief whip, 
introdneed a Bill for enconreging tbe national aporte of Burma, It wanted to profkie 
n permanent inatitniion to be called national a^rta inatitntion and aaaooiation for Burma 
aa a body eorporated with a oemmon aeal with the bead office in Bsnaoon. The Bill 
atatrd tfant tiie aaanoiation abonki have tbe power to take all lawful atepa in any part of 
Burma for promoting field and aqnatie aporla and gamea or exbibitiuna of rkill in which 
competition or display depends npon human endcavoor without the aid of horae or other 
animals. The mover pro|)Osrd referring tbe Bill to a Selt ot Committee. 

The Home Member, in opposing, said that the Bill would clash with the village and 
police acts and sneh amooiationa eonld better be formed with private enterprise. Tbe 
motion waa pat lo vote nnd lost by SI against 41. 

Bemoval of Sex Biaqoalification. 

The next item on the agenda which evoked mneb interest waa Mr. A Maong Gyeo’s 
resolution recommending to the Government Uie removal of srx disqualification olanses 
from the Burma electoral rules. The mover deaoribed the impoitant position occupied by 
vromcn in Burma and tbe amount of freedom enjoyed by them both in the past and tbe 
present timea In many reapeetr, be opincHl they were far ahead of tbo women in India. 
He pointed out to the advancement made by Indian women in tbe directio n of political 
cttianeipation of the country and he oonld find no reason why Burmese women should 
have any bar on them. He thooght their presence in the Connoil would be very naeful 
dating the disoonion of such anbjeota aa poblie health and eanitation. 

^fter tbe reaolntioa bad been diaonaaod for sometime by the non-offieial members, 
tbe Home Member, opposing the reaolation, said Burma was never known to have a 
representative inatitutien on western lines and women not being versed in western Insti- 
tuttana of tbia kind, tbe resolution was, in his opinion, premature. He thought they 
wonlil wait for Um Btatntory Commiiaion and then place tbeir views for the removal of 
aneb disqnaUficaiion before tbe Oommiasicn. Thoegh there were nomeroee women’s 
essoeietieiis ail over the province, no repreamitation baa been received from them. He 
raised the qaestion whether Pongyie would at all like to be legislated by women and 
enpiMKd aiit^oubt. Tbo letolntion waa preisrd te a division and lost by 46 against Si. 

Olomre of Bioe Liqnor Sbopo. 

Tbe udy eibor Beni at baelneii dispoeeii of at tbe Connoil meeting on this day wne a 
non-official teioltttloa leeiimitaeMlfn^ Govenunent te cloee all Hlawaa (rice liqnor) 
ebops in Bnrma on tbe cxpiiy of their* dnri^k lieenota Tbe imolntlon wee lest, the 
Conneil then adjonmad. 
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DtaMriM OB kht WttrUag of BoforoM. 

Ob te ITH FBBBUAET tba FiawMO Moabar'f dooBUid im Bo. MMlJOd WM 
MltBliwHMMAadOMrtod. 

Tho Bobn llimUr IlMB adnd lor Bo. t,B4,n,€00 for hli dopoftiMBlB 

Mr. J. X, MUHSHI, IndopoBdeiit. pmoiod o oot of Bo. 100 tB OOBBooftoB orBB 
OiedraMBd oador ^Pminoiol L^fiolotlfo CboaeU^* Hc«led dtboto CBtoBdiof OtaioiB 
oior Ibo wMo daj took phoe ovor ihlo oaoeadoMnl ond octetol noB-ottelol mbIwib Mk 
Boaiaotod oad olootod, ropiowBtiag differoai portlet ond loterroHL oo noil oo a o a a l 
oAdIoK poriieipolod Ib II. Mr. Monobl told ibo obieoti of bli onIIob oroi to ibIn B 
diiOOitiOB OB Ibo workiag of ihp Boforat ond to giro ilio oooiiell oa opportaaitgr of iB» 
pnaoiiag Ihoir oplaloa Ihoreoa. At tbo ootoot, ho deeiied to kaow wbeibof aoalaattd 
BMabon wofoioatto Ibo Honto to ?oto for tbo Ooforaaeal, Inroepcotlfi of ao w oiol 
flowOi CkmUaalag, bo told ibol daring tbo eorller pnodof Ibe BoIocm^ Ibo OOfOfB* 
meal gone all the ioforfflotioa tbo Hoom doiirod bnt aow with aa aaorod oMjorBf 
tbo alutado of tbo Govomnoal «ao obongod. Thol woo not ibo woj to woik tbo Bo* 
fonao tBooemfollj. Tbero woro ooquIodi on wbleb oAelal oMabori mlgbl baoo filial* 
Bid faooi ioliag ; bat tboj did not do oo. Ho inoUnood tbo aolioii ter Ibo romofol of 
Oes-dleqoallfleotion wbteh woo loti. Ho orfiioiwd tbo ladopendeal and Ooldai Bbibqr 
parllii lor alwojo rotlng with tbo Oorornaenl in tpilo of tbo iliortooalaga of lot 
OoferaoMal banobeo. Ho tbonght tbat Burma bod no roofloa to bo dioQoaiagid and 
bo hoped there woald be o return to o spirit ol eoK>peiation which motkcd Ibo woiklBi 
of tbo Gooaoii in Ibo dcel tbree yoori. 


The HotioaalisI loodor, llr. U. PU, sold the ottitnde ol tbo Oorerameal la the prooiBl 
coaoctl bhowed that they hod no desire to do Ibiogs tbo people wonted. Tbo ptfosBI 
GoTeraaMat wao in reality boreaneratie tboogh apparently fopreasatatlfo la foroi. 

Mr. U. PU| Hosso Bobi loader, aeonood tbo Gofomment of loriag the ambors of Iba 
Motlonollsl, BworoSlit and Homo Bnlo parties to the GofcraoMat aide. Ho oidaod ft 
the OoforasMat woald adopt a spirit of friendly eo.^poratioa, amny caistiQg grlOfaBOii 
woaM disappear, 

Mr. Mabossed AUZAM, member ol the Independvat Party, opposing said hi' bad 
heard opposition members saying that thoyaro going Into the eonaeil to oppoio Ibo 
OownBmnt bat he hod not heard a single member saying that bo was goiog to opposi wbol 
woo wrong. He woo ready for oo*operotion if he (ocnii the ptopoiols pat ^waad warn 
oonitaetlio. 

Mr. Narayana BAO, nonlnated laboor member »id bo bad no other ate tbiB la 
do iomo thing gooi for tbo laboniora. He repndiated the oritleleaM mode aboat bit 
obange of aitHade einee ho bseame a nominated member. Be thoagbt oMolali b| 
Doram woro moro dcmoerotio than those In India and Baram had nadi nMMM 


pragrsao. 

Mr. BRAKDBB. Chief Soeretory, ooid the reoooa why the Goferamoat wao aaabli 
at thaei to giro the desired infonaalion was doe to dsloy la obtaining oaob latematioa. 
Ho aMared ibo Honee that tho nomlootod members were frit to vote at tboy liked. 

Mr. Booth GBAVBLY, Seeretsry, Flannoe Deportment, sold that tho pnmA Oogii 
woo moro parllamontory in ehoracter, there being a Miaistorlol party la tbo Hoaoi It 
ooto with the Mlafotoia. 


After father discaosioa, the FlMANCB IIBMBBB ooid that Ibo Oofcramteltei 
been ooeoisd of noa-oo-operation, hot If the proocodtoge of the ooaaoU we re i 
It wonid asem that the Ooferaoseat seis<Hl otery opportnalty not Miy to oo-o| 
to work the B^forom oaeoeesfally. He loferred to Ibe fonsotloa ^ 

Oommttteei to ebow how the OovcmoMint woe desirous of eo-opwtuag, w 
OoforaiMBt opposed the resolotion it did so ia the host Intersit of the Ma^* 
OoforBOMot hod gifon way la tooi 
tho wkibm of the pooplo. Gomparfag 

teat ooBBOU woo anreal. For eiamp^, __ 

paity wbteb woo pb^iag ibe role of oppositkm, wWlo la tho 
bad tbilr toaogaload fbllowlag and were snppoited te thmi. 

oaiiTSiiB tba aoadaated membero acted with tht q , 
ptTPhte atwrr came Into tbo oooacM with a Mtamr i 
Hliy m OioinBBMit. Uo eeaeladed by Mpkii ^ i 
lintel la oam ibo liteogla of the coaaity. 


olotion It Old so IB loe mmm 

la many lastonoee ogalnet boCtor Jadgsseat olmply 
apariag tbo laot cooaell to tbo piOiM ^ 

If fsample. rae of tho Mlaisloii bad bsoa thokador oIb 






SM T0B TORltA LEGI^ATIVE [moiMlM 

cwj MtUmlloB weiM \m glvm to ibelr (ilevoMii. Bo oliO taMmA tho otU* 
MoofUMOotcMoiit. * ^ 

Hi; lloMbI tbm orliliaiew li!t motion. The OmaM adSoomed tfU imt d^r. 

flomc Member*! Beferoioe to Beod. Ottoam. 

Ob Ibo tTH VBBBUABT tbe GoancU dtopoeed ol aono of Iho otto propeoail la 
tbo Homo Member o de m o nd . At abont 4 p. m. membem of the Home Bale. Hwaia), 
and Hothmall t fartleo walked oat ei 0 prokm ogainat whet tbigr regaidcdto be theel%b> 
tmg lofemnee made bp tbe Home Member agaSoet U. Ottama in the oouim el a clboaedoa 
ow a oat moeed bj U. Pa, leader of the Hoaie Bale Party. 

IB mof tog tbe maendment Mr. U. fU aafd be naked two queationa aboat U. Ottoam 
BOW to jail. The diet one waated to elicit information aboat tbe time of bia leleaae aad the 
•eoind to aaecrtato whether be waa to Rangoon jail or elaeabeia. The Qofemment reply 
woe that they were not prepared to make any atatement on the enbjeet. He eoabi nador* 
•toBd that tbe reaeoB of the Qovernaient for not replying to the tiiat one waa to atoiil 
demonatration by tbo pablio bet he eondemned letieenee of the Gofernamat rrgardiag 
the wheieatiOBt of U. Ottama. 

The Home Mevber, in the oonree of bio reply, remarked that Ottama wao one of 
aboat 20 to 80 tboaeand eriminale to Jail and it woa not poeeible to keep informatioa of 
eaeb and Ottama waa not eneb a prMninent man as Lord Birkenhead or Lloyd George. 
Thii remark aboat Oltaica proiokcd etrong criUciamB by eeveral members wbo apoke 
highly aboat .Ottaflra*e aerTioee and etrongiy critioiecd the attitade of the Home Member 
to bie referenoQ to U. Ottama. 

Mr. U. Pd, winding np tbo debate on tbo oat, taid bo wonld leave the Connoil if tbe 
Home Member did not withdraw hie rematka. The Home Member, replying, said that 
the reference be bad made abont Ottama waa nolbing extraordinary. He deacribiMl Ottama 
aa one of tbo many ordinary priaonera. Tbe mover of tbe cot aaid that the Home Membnr 
maat withdraw bla remarka abont Ottama. Tlie Ht>me Member ooald not change hia 
attitado and be did not oonaider be bed done anything wrong or anything for which he 
ooald be taken to taak. 

At thia atage, tbe mover left the Cbambir and membera of the three partlca walked 
oaiof theOonieil. 

Conttoning the Home Member said it was a matter of opinion whether Ottama was 
tbe idol (d the eoantry aa deicribed by some members. Ottama waa convicted for sedition 
and nnder **ytoaea*' roles any monk dabblirg in ‘politics was pseodo-monk. The 
mover bad not waited to hear what tho Home Hcmber had to fay. 

As tbwthrae parties left tbo Coonoil, only three members, Messrs. Campagnac, Bail 
and Manshi voted for tbe oat, while members of tbs Independent and Golden Valley 
parties besidri offiolals voted against it. Tbe motion for eot waa tbno lost by an over- 
whelming majority. Tbe Connoil then adjonmed. 

A People*! Party Formed. 

After the walk-oat the members of Mattonaliat, Swaraj and Homo Bole Parlies and some 
BQB-pariy members of the Bnima Legislative Coonoil assembled and passed a ivaolotion 
that in view M the peoaliar dcfcots in tbe dyarchical system of Reforms in Borma and 
andno advantage tbereol by official membera aa demonstrated by their indifferent and ad- 
aompromiaing atUtade in tbe Connoil towarda the m ople*! repreaeutativea and also bsoaaae 
of the diacoartcona remarks made by tbe Home Member in refertnoe to Bov. U. Ottama, 
It la beeoming impeimilve that the people*a party oompoied of Kationaliata, Homs Bolors 
aaiL Swarajists and aome of tko non-party IndependenU be constttaiad loithwitlu It waa 
fniAor resolved that the fandamsBtal prineiple of this party be tbe lefatal of aoosptaBoe 
ol any office to tho gift of the Government nniil tbe revision of reforms whan tbe pMitbm 
will be TCOdnsiderid. An Bseentlve Committee was formed aad tbe leader, deputy loadeii 
iBd wbipe worn aketod. 

Dlsonsaion of Poliee EzpeBdItnre. 

Ob Ike ISTH FBBEUABT, diaenmiOB malBly oentred Tonnd tbo demand tor Ba. 
I^SSBOS aBdar tbe bead ** Folios.** The motioB for eat waa eventoally lost by a 
toalbriiy of 80 volse. Membera wbo walked oat yesterday attended the Coaaeil to day. 
^^^^ifr.1J.BBPe,liitomallBr^ to moving t^^ said tM the total polica eapoBditafa 
wae the blgbeel iO te The Govenmeat polat wee that the toefcasi arae dee to tbelr 

IMtaHWtaMMVth* OvfiMMal lo^ attar tb. Momtaif fltatajttkiM 
IlMNtaMvawMillijrteHaK W,k .Min thia hta4. Ja4«4 at ffaiiM 

mmrt oa vaUM Mattmata^ltiraaUtebeltartatpeadaowyaBtlwpeta, toftaaOtaa 
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idMlioiit to cneooimgo tndoitrfei, to tlio oolUvMoit ftiiiioMlj iid to 
poMlo bcoltb, TImw improTfOMuita vroota coiMUMblv holo lodootioo of oriuMi» Ho 
oritieiiod now o|ipoiatiiieaU ol two Dcpotj iBS|^iicIoiB-<Monu of PoUoo. Uo lotoml lo 
tbo Jock of oo-oper»tioii botwcoo people end pollea oikl aitribotfd tbe loalt to tUe la^, 
llr. BraoJer, Cbkf Sccreiar j| in oppo^ Uio uotioiL lold that the inoioaae to eipairiU 
lofo woo not to bea?j at dcooribnl bj the mover. Ho qeoied pievi »ae yeare* igaiee la 
eapport of hie italemeat. He added tliat tbe iaereaie in iae eetimatee fjr 19 I 7 *S 8 waa 
paitlj tor tbe parpoeo of putting into operation 101101000 already approved. Some taoreaee 
in espemlitttre wu alio canivd by Ineremcati in ealary, Kew appoiatmeate of Deftly 
Inipoeiora-Qeneral were ereaied to lolve tbe orine problem and the poritlon in ibta 
nwpoet woold bo reviewed in f ntnte. Ho opined that Uieie appolatoNnu weald help bitter 
deteotion of orime. 

After a number of mombere bad epoben in onpport of and against the out, Mr, TT. Ba 
Pe replied urging batter village organisation to tednoo crime. 

The Homo Member quoted figures to show that inoreose in poHoe foro*) bai takea place 
and this he said a*aa nr coaaiCateit by the increase in orime in the recent past. As regards 
coonomie conditions of the poplr, he Mhl Barmans themselves were responsible tor thnt ; 
for be bimNlf as n Barman knew that Barmans were ** the Jsalast nnder tbe saa.** He 
legrclted the absenco of oonstruclive oritleism. Tho motion u already stated was lest. 
The Council then ntljournrU. 

Forest Ministor'i Demands. 


On the IITH FHBllUABY the toUl demand for lU. 3,31,74,600 bmuIs by the Homo 
Member was carrleii, nil onts proposed having been lost, Tbe Forest Minister tiion moved 
a demand for Bs, 2,20,46,400 for bis deparimenta. Tbe only rat proposed to-day on iba 
Forest Minister's demand was that by U. Pu, formerly leader of the Homo Hole Party, 
and now deputy lesiicr of the newly formed People's Party refusing the Forest Minister*# 
salary of Bs, 60,000. The motion was debated the whole day and eventaally lost; 

U, Pu in moving tbe oat -said that he wanted to kill dyarchy by refusing tbe Minister's 
salary, b.'canre dyareby was nnvtorkable. Tbe oposilion had arrived at thfa oonotuslon 
from tbe esperionca gained by the Nationalists after tlmy hod worked the reforms tor 
three yi ars. Another intention was to express no oonadeuoo in tbe Ministry berause tboy 
were poppets in the bands of glorified Uiider-Secretarics and gnideil by wbit tbe 8eo* 
relaries thought. He eritioised the appointment of the Uon'ble L. Ah Yain on the gicaad 
that he was a member of tho Chinese oommunlty. 

U, Obn Pe, in supporting, complained of tbe fact that only n few Barmans had bosa 
reorniteil for the Indian Forest Service and been given promotions from Pruviiiplal to the 
Imperial Service. 

Botl) Mr. Ausam and Mr. Mnnsbi opposed the motion and oritieised the racial lisao 
ndaed by tbe mover. Mr. Mnnsbi also said that nothing would be gainsd by aoa-Co- 


operation. 

The Forest Secretary, Mr. Cooper, in rxplniniug tho principle of rcerotiment for tbo 
Imperial Service, said it had oc'ased since tho Lee Beport bait been published. ProsMtioas 
from Provincial to Imperial Service were restricted by tbe aathoritles higher tbaa the 
Minister of Forests. 

The Hon*h!e Minister, in oppoifog tbe motion, said that tbe mover bod state I that 
his idea was to kill dyareby and to that end he moved a eat on tlie demand for 
'Minister's salary ; but a similar attempt made in Bengal, he pointed ont, rcioltcd in tbo 
imnsferred sobieets becoming reserved. The Forest Minister wss s* gowl n Barman as 
any with Bnrmrse names W\;re in the op|i 09 itloo benches. Seciten 96 of tm^verniaMit 
of India Act stated " No native of Brltith India nor any Nalesly resident 

therein shall, by reason only of his religion, place of *'*^5*>» 
them, be disabled ficm holding any olBoo onder the Crown in la^ After giving his 
experieneu no tbe forro»:r Forest Minister, lie said the presrat MiaisUr was clso as 
deiirons of doing goed to Barmans as be waa He asked whwefrw tbe mover gm tN 
information that the Ministers were pnppets in tbe hands of ^0 wyjjM 

natnmlly look to tbe Beoretarlee for nrai^ary Mp at tlinr wew tmln^ meia ,11^ 
present Uiniiiteri were poppets, then the Icarlcr of the ® 

havo been a puppet as ho was a Minister, He eonelsdcd by saying that ihtia vw no 
sabstanee in the argament nddoeed by tbo mover, ^ ^ ^ 

Tbe motion was pressed to dIvWon and lost, there votes la favowr el lia 

Ooverament ngninst nU ns the other side did ^ 2^ i r^r utvMnn M did wot «« sw 

fiM ri«U«nt la erUieUng M» wmbcM who prwiwi to W* 

lheMl9WidilMgrhMi*ba«dtlMprivUr,« »®il iSo** to tto TTigilff. 

The Connell then adiratned. 



THB BOaHA UEGiaUkTIVB go0ir:il 


fUMOOM 


DopoftaUiii ci dblBMMBa 
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OhlaMMn wm AeporM during im lad lit In llfS nato theFoinigm Antinni 
Burma. 

fioiwt IflalBteriB DamaadL 

On the UTH FEBBUABY, U. Fa C«i.||fBtalar), Inrier nt tlw PcopM Bariy, frlcmd 
to the ghargi of dlMOBiteij made agalnet the oiembcri who ttfeicd to go to tlioJeibby 
yoBtirdgy and eakl hta party 'wat aadm the impeemioB that the matter was left to thrlr 
dieeretloiii oonKqaent on what the Qofemnent hencbri iNd tn Sopumriier'iaat. Tho 
Pretident aoorpted the explanation and fold It was not jaitifialile to force a diTlaion 
anlen there wai lome rcaeonable donbt ai to the rrralt. Cate nndcr the Forret Miniiter^i 
dentand were then taken and dtepoeed of. majority being withdrawn after diacneaion. 
The total demand for Bi. 2,26,46»i(H) made by the Foreat Miniitcr for hia departuenta 
waatheg pat tofoteand paaaed. 

Bdnoation Ulnialeria Demand. 

The Hon*ble Dr. Bo Yin. Edneation Minister, tlicn anoved for demand for 
Ba. 2|60, 69,200 for ifepartmrnt under hia ohargo. Two Important enta under thia dcmanil, 
one rofnsiog Bs.€0«000 for aalary to tlu Edneation lllniatcr and the other lefnaing 
Bi. Mergni Bcawall and redamation worka were pat to vote and lent without 

dlviaton, 

Mr. U. To, Leader of the people's Partj, moeing to-day the refoeal of tho Edneation 
Ministei'i aalary, urged the same grounds as he dhl yesterday In reforing the Forest 
Minister's salary. Ilis farther point was that Ministers were nnahle to act up to tlie 
people's wishes as expressed by pooplc^i represcntatiecs in the ConneiJ. 8o he wanted to 
kill dyarchy by refusing the salary. 

Mr. Nareyan Bao spoke strongly on the raoial question being raised and opposed (be 
amendment. 

The Home Mcmlier, in opposing the motion, nid if tlioy conld not work snch simple 
form of Qofernment as tlicy had they oonhl not expect anjllifug better. It waa mcmbt*ta 
of the G. G. B. A. and Y. M. B. A. who formed the opposition In thc Connoil and broaght 
inthiadyarobyaaditwaaonly tho jmiloosy of India that bad Jed them to bare dyarchy 
which no one olaimed to be perfect, hot they moat prove their ability to govern before 
tb» eonld expeot aelf-Oovemment. Tho motion waa put to vote and loat. All enta 
nnm thoEdnoation.lliniirni's demand having keen diepoead of, tho total dcamndtor 
Bs, 2,60,69,200 waavoutfiad nad tbe'Goandl adjonrped, 

Barma Spinning nud Weaving Company. 

On the 14TH FEBBUABY, Che Gonneil diapoieil of the three non-oiOeial rcaolntioni^ 
one of whioh wai earried, the next withdrawn and the tliinl one lost. 

The firat reaolnfion movad by U. Eyaw Don rreommended to ilieGovetnmcni to 
take over the wbele . of Burma Spinning and Weaving Cempany's properties, both enovo- 
ablo and Immoveable whieh were under mortgage to the Govertimc-tti in firirrathfaetion 
of the loan of Bs. 12 lakba and the intenut doe tl'crcon. The Forest Minister, niter 
giving the history ^of this pioneer indnstry ne n imblic limitrd ccmiany, pointed out that 
the company on the let November 1926 niianimooaly ^passed a rcaolution whieh was almost 
the same as was 4iow before the House. Be informed the House that the fate of tlie rcso- 
Intioa wonld'bo decided entirely by non-ofllclal voting, the Qoveinmcnt rrmainliig ncnlial. 

Mr. E. Wronghton, represtmtative of the Banna Cliamhoi of Commerce, rxpremtl 
disapproval of ithe a otion and associated bimaoB with tlie mmoilks umuIc by the Aoconii* 
tant-QourUl Who Utated that tho motion oEcndtd against ibe eanoneuil finsncial .propriety. 

ThAmolniion was put to vote and oariied without diviaion, 

InEtitution of Land lEot|gage Baslm. 

Hie snoond resolution moved by U. Pn, leader of the rcopit*S;pflriyTccQBBmnulii|g 
expedfrioB of tho institution of land mortg^ ibanka was withdrawn «on fbo Forest 
Mlniiter having leasarked that he had been irfformed: that a Bill was in iho hands of Iho 
GoueiMcnt Advocate who was rraasting it in the Jtght of the critichm icceivoil and the 
GavenMBSBt «•§ naxiona to expodite the mattui. 

Abolition o( Book-Makota at ’Baoe Meetings. 

Tbe;laat item of boelneii wna n leioiatioii hy Mr. N. M, Uali nnommcnilfiig llm 
nMitioB.of Imektmalm at inoe mcctlAgi tbronghont Dnrma. Theaaltftet wan dt^otul at 
leugiti, all unemkiira guppotUng nnd aeven oppeelBg it An amcmlmcnC ans moved If 
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Mf. J. K. MW*! wnniiiiiiH t lo th> OowwMwt to uMiatawlMbMthtbMkMamli 
«l ttat v«blh tmdd to Mrrad kjr ntraUMoratoltttaot btofewtan tettolM 
pl^taitag ttot tto wiMtU Ito moluton, tto Fiwidnt 4 MIwn« II. 

Tto wswmbU addaoto la laTCat at tbe raotatiaa Miul* mia ttat la taalaa adhaa 
ItaadaaapnettodMaaaoaatot totriMaaken «to «ata mmUm toacht afl w lana 
owaaia aad dlitoMjr petpatta^ at nee aNeUage braaght atoat ^eatioa to naap 
apearaMaretoaM. Tto taoeat aaephatiatd ttot bit laealatiaB waa dliaalad aaaiaat tb* 
pAflfettlMr iyritefli of bsKio^a ^ 

Sr. BiMidar, ObM SeaiaUiy, lie. Baoth Onealp, ritaaea Beaialaip, aad ftrc otoar 
BOB-flOoioli o^pciMd (be leioletioa end generellj nr^ ihK eboUdon of 
wonid ked to (be eiffiiiging np of e nnaber of booket ehope ell over (be town end 
gemblSeg woeld go on no Ioib viboronrly end ender meob wont ooedKiou, HeMl 
Hreadcr end Wronghton wbo aro itewerde of (be Bengoon Terf Cleb with Ibdr fSfwl* 
cneee of (be inner working of (bo olnb mid (be( (he ellegedons egeiiiil bobk-nudm vm 
net tree. 

Tbe Foreil Minidcr, in oppoiing (bo resolation feM (bet e eimiler rewindon wee 
telked out in the lett Connell ami UHlaj*f dioenukm did not dlieloie further ergnnenle la 
fevonr of (bo abolition. Uenid (bet tbe Oovernnent wee willing to eieorlem (be doeir* 
abilltj of retention or nbolition of book-makeie In (he belt Intsreit of the peoplia Tbe 
motion wei proned to dlTiiion end lottg voting boing 80 for end 46 egeinil. The Connoil 
wei edioarned. 

D!aenwion on Hon*Offiolal Bmolnlione. 

On (ho 16TH FBBBUABY five non-ofllciel reaoJntione were diipoiod of^ fonr of 
whieb were of pnrcl/ provineiel Inicrost. The ieot nooJelioa moved bj Mr. ML. M« Bai 
iroiimmendoi (he appointment of e non-oOloial oommittce to enquire end retiort on Ibi 
drink euit drag treffio in Bnrme In all ita aspoctf ineieUing total prohibition. Tbe 
Intiott wei loit bj a mejoritj of three votci. 


On the 16TH FBBBUABY two non-offieiel moluiioni were carried wltbont dIvlaieB 
in both eecee (ho Oovernment refeeining from voting. Tbe rmolotion movrd bp 
8. A. B. Ijrebli recommended to tbe Government that tbe eeraion of tlio Coenoll at wbleb 
tbe badget wee prraenled and dieouicd tbonki be reitrietcd (o botinom dircetly ooancotrd 
with (ho bndget and bneiocm that wee cither formal or of rral rmergenep and tbal lo 
enable tbe Connefl to deal with other baiinemri two other icwione ihoald be held In eaob 
pear. The oblrot of the mover wee to have thrre lemiont initrad of two ac at prewat. 
The reason orgol bp him was that the bndget session was held at a time of tbe pear whioh 
was the bnaiestsoMon for members most of whom are intorested in paddp tradei Con* 
scqnentipp It was dlffionlt for them to remain tbronghont tbe arrsion Umg aa it waa, lor 
business other than badget was disposed of at tbs session. Another icason of bis was 
tlmt members Imd short time to stndp the bikiget. Tim Finance Member said tbs QovM- 
ment bad always been anzions to meet tbe whihra of tbe Connoil in ibis matter, bat Ji 
was dittenU to phase aJ). It was a matter for the Council to deohio and ba wished lo 
bear tbe views of non*oflieiai members on tlm subject. Tbe resolution liad support from 
eevoral members of the diflemnt parties, wiiUe only two non^ffleiai members opposed 11, 
Tbo Finance Member then soggciUxi that tbe best way to settle the matter waa lo 
bavo n amall Informal oommittoe to suggest to tbe Governor wbat month woaJd be snilabla 
lor Ponnoii meetings. The motion was oarried. 


BLatber reoemssended 
tbe Cooneil resfding In 
Tbe moiloa was also earrini. Tbe Connell 


Daily Aiiowaiioc to Bangoon tfemberi. 

The other resolotion moved bp Mr. U. Po Thin rvproscntiiig 
Umta daUpallowailoe of <Bii.S0 be also given to membere of 
Bangoon ae tboii^4)^i;ffe^ The motion wi 

then ndjannned. 

Oniba idtt^^BBBUABY whieh was tbe last noiM)lllofol ilap la tbe punent 
tbo Barma Idcgiabiiive Ooeneii, Mr. U. Pn, D^pnip Le^r of tte Fooplo*^'artp, 
loiplntlott ttqacittng tbe local Government to withdraw its reeolutioa appointing 
flUtlBB lo mMdar tbeqneslkm of modifying the eiliting oid^ regwjilogAe 
ditenlioa of tbe persons mrrested and oonffnei bp a b^sraa with »gw»i ai S! 

•as of iioeiks and msksreoommendatfons thereon. Tim resolntiy ^ 

GovMnav«la41oaaoll to abandon tbe Mca of renewal of the use Meeks for tlm^iM^ 
imninrmiiif if thn anintfd pnraeni Tbe mover's objset was lo bring to the nolloi of (no 
lioenmmettl ltesuideiiiadittiti of (be nse oi sloclm. fie said U waa iUrgal, barbatona mnl 
were need 

«i^{OOiN»iveaMttnMa( like Ike Britinb OovofnasenA Tim loto Bfar Moong 
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(ba M «l Moek*. Ito m obttMiM to tht(lo*MMMit M(fet^ 

«ijh«r fMM|t«(d<tciitta. HaeteiMtwiwdUMOammiUea ap^aiMid M tueieM, for Um 
'■■hr wtakw It iraiild IhM wwlil ba OoTMniiMiiteli ... 

■ MnELl.. KteMt, Oepaty Beorrtary, Home P.-|iuti^ i«M thrt Ite OowtnowiUU 

■•twiwtoMwdeeWoBMttaiMittMOlUMimieoIUcctaiBdliidappolBtjd * 

loabtatawlfiMwithaTiew to coalag to adceiriOB, Tho OoTWoinrat no int^ira 
ofwiiigMoeluM •»)!■■■ of ptmUment ; b«t pwoly »• » mew* dtwotiM ol tbtot 
dnakarda ind danoerow etimiaali. The Oomalttoa would ouiduUy ooMhte t'wwwe 
pliead betore It. It^ ootbing to do wkh the qeeellon ol the IfgeUiy ol the me ol tl^ 
wst ft iputtff* for Um locftl OofSTimiciit lo dcoUICa Tbo novoff*! ftrgununti W€To piiMj 

MfttlBMIltftl. . 

After ft long diMOMion in whiob eerefftl Bon-ofBeitl memben pertieipated either in 
fftfonr or egninet the motion, the Homo If ember mid that on the representation' of 
headmen who bad fonnd great diflienlty in checking riolent criminals in detention^ 
ftpiminted ft committee to enquire into tlie question the use ol siewkse He instant 
Cftssl to show bow some criminals though handcuffed could oause imories to otliers. He 
said the criticism levelled against the use of stocks were inopportune, for no decision nan 

K t been arrived at. There was nothing to show that the use of stocks was Illegal. Tbs 
ook Committee were coirpoeed of men with administrative ezpeiitiioe. He pointed out 
that as Home Member he was responsible lor law and order. 

The resolution was lost bj 28 against 41. 

Burma Cotton Weaving Indnstrj.’ 

Mr. 6. A. Tvabii moved that this Council views with grest concern the npU 

droltno of the ootlon weaving indostrj of Bnrmn and nrgently recommends to the Qovern- 
Bsent to support the industry by making it incumbent on all departments of tM Oowrnp 
mens to utilise cloth only snob as may be manofnotnred in Burma (exceptions to be 
ttweially sanoiioned by the Oovernment). Mr, Tyabji said that as Industries was * 
ferred sobieot, the Ministry should spend more timo ami energy in their 

quoted figoiTP. to prove that oolton industry was on the decline in Burm i, but the rwwt 

Ministpr and -VlhS' Cevelopment Commissioner prodnoeil other sets of figures 

the movetia ' slitlcmcnt. Mr. Tyabji cballcngcd the accuracy of these figures, stating tbey 

were not fignirm for cotton wsaving industry alone. , , « 

The Finsnoo Member, leader of the House, explained the p d icy pf the Oovernment 
in respect of the purohsse ol stores which was that they would give preference to locally 
manufactured goods, provided they were good in quality and pri«s were 

The resolution wss lost without divfiimi. The Connoil then adjourned till next dsy 
which was the last day of the present session. 

Transaction ol Official Business. 

On the 18TH FBBRUART motions for additional and supplrnicntory grants amount- 
ing to Bs. 6,28,800 required by tho Finance Mcmto, the Home Member and J^c 
X«tttoation Minister were oarrlfd. There were two offloial bills on the agenda, tho Boraa 
Oilfields Amendment Bill and the Burma Municipal Bill. Tho former was passed and 
the latter referred to a Select Committee, 

Tho Oilfields Bill 

The object of the Oilfields Bill, tho Finance Member ssM, was to facilitate the 
maintenance of law and order in oilfields daring tho strikes and oibor periods of emergency 
by conferring on the warden prohibitory powers regarding carrying of weapons anu 

doing acts which constitute pn parat ions for or incitements to the eommis^n of a breach 
ol the peace. Several non-official membere, momly from the People’s Party opposed the 
Bill parUcnJarly criticising the provision prohibiting pnblio exhibition 
oor^ or fignres or effigies and singing of songs or plsying of mufic. The J"® 

remarks was that this piece of hmislation wM a diroet oballenge to whatever liberty the 
lafaooiers still enjoyed in the oilfieldi, , , . 

The Finance Member, replying, said tbat tbo provisions of the Bill wire Mentical wtth 
detain provishms of tbo iungoon Town Police Aot. No voice was rala:d againstsm 
^cfo cxereised by tbo Commissioner of Polioe in Bango^ There 
prohibition .Of carrying of corpses and id tinging of spngs. It has been dwinoUy^^od 
in tbo BUI tkat prohibiting powera would bo exeroised by the w^sn only wb^ neosssuy 
anwe. The Bill waa canied after division, tbo lesnit of voting being 45 against SSi 
Tbo Bnrma Mnnioipal Bill 

th» Bm’N. Dt. B. Tta Mst tettwtBoed Mu BUI to .nd MiMg 

Bw|««. B. MM ih. Bum 


i9 *t7l tHi HEW COOHCIL 

M it lUt wm in «uij fCipeetf 
go- WH— i, Tbegb|<!etof UieBiU WM 
On kii ihe BUI «M feforieil Ui 
Tiw Conneil then prorogiied. 


imwited to llie eslating idminitinlife amt pdlitaal 
to btiiig tbe law into date barinoaj wlib tlM»b 
a Scket Cottmittce. 


Tha Now Council, 

On the laTH FEBBIIARY, Sir Kohert Ollci proiidingi the tiltotioe of the new Bfteei* 
Uent took place in the new Coonoll which lect on thie <iaj, 

Tbeio were two nominationc for the presiilentehips, Mr. (Hear Du Qiativllle. Lradrr 
of the Indcpendaii Forty anil Liuni-Ool. U. Ba Kct (Uaiigoon Uiiift*r«it.y), ttie Froeliltfnt 
esplaiaed the prooetinre to be adopWii and the Council proot-edal with the clvctloo whieti 
resolfcil at follows O&ear De Qlanvilie 67 votes, Lient. Col. Bn Ket 88 voles. 

Mr* Dc Olanville was elected Vresidont. 


Governor’s Apprcciatioa of Sir B, Qilos’s Bervioes. 

His Xxoellency sent the following mesiage of appreciation 

take this opportonity of expressing my high appreciation of the scrvleui readcrcti 
by the Hon. Sir Robert Giles as FrcsHl^t of tha Oounoii. Ha has long ooottpied a anlqnc 
liosilion in the public life of tint province anti I bciiove that i an expnssiiig I he general 
opinion whm 1 say that he has presided over tbo Legislativa Couiicii with rare ability 
anti impartiality and that he has sealonUy nwintaiiiiHi the privileges of the Coan^i, 
It la very great regret to me that Sir Robert Giles i« soon to leave Bariua.” 

The Pinanoo Member, in reading ont tbe above message*, paid an eloqoeat tribete 
to dir Bohert Giles who looketi mnch moved at those tukuns of approoiai ion. 

The Finance Member said : ** I venture to think that In the message Uis BseeBeacy 
has expressetl the sr*ntimcnts of ail the ineinben of the Council. 

•*Wli€n tlie presidential chair fell vacant on the death of your tlistingnished prcilc* 
onssor, Sir Fjank McCarthy, yoo were clearly marked out for his soecesior. You have 
fully maintaincfl the high staudard wbioh ha act and have more than JustillcU the hopes 
which were entertainul on your appointment. You bsvu prevhied over our msetings with 
fligniiy. Yon have gnidtd our debates with firmness and fairucic. You liavc shown 
indnlgnnoo where iudulgence was apprupriatu and you have rrproved wiien reproof was 
due. Uoder your supervision the reforms and pri)oedore of tbe Goanoll had besn sMab* 
lished on sound lines and the introduotiou on your inilistive of the Maos ha addeit 
anthority to its proceedings. We shall miss year familiar figure within iliesu walla, W«i 
vcntnio to express the hope that when yon are asknl bow tbo infant Council compoitml 
itself under yonr gnidanca you will feel able to say that it wade good progress and thal 
in resiccct of decorum of its proceedings and behavionr of iU members within tbifi 
Chamber tbe Council has nothing to learn— at least nothing that is desirable for It td 
learn from other li*glslative bodies of which yon have knowledge or even from ibc ssothcr 


of parliaments herself.'* 

Eulogistic tributes were then paid to the retiring President, Sir Giles, by difftwcnl 
parties and other members. Mr. U. Fu, ex-Miulster and leader of tbo People's Party said 
be was voicing the feelings of his party when \v‘, begged liimscif to be sswieiatcd with the 
sentiments cxpresscvl by the Finance Member, He suid that they fecud the Pivsideni 
.ftw Md fair •nU bi* iodgwcut in deekllDK quiXinu, ul proenlaro at tb, ,par th, 
moment bml giecn tb, Connell entira Mtiiteoilon, 

Mr Da OUnyille, I’twldenl-elcct, mU it woe with n«f«l Hwj w'onid mp |00dl^ 
to him. He DOttI not oolargo on the eentliafnl, olreodj eiprernttl, bnt be woofal liko to 
My tlmt tlio members o( tlie Home and people onuide IiU itoi io loelng bir OUee they 
wm Mob o nmn wIiom lorn would bo felt by the Bongoon ynlwwity mio, whb w^ 
he bn so long been omoeioteil The country would uIm Ion Luiy miM who M dm 
o great omooot ot good to tbo country *“ *'^*‘*’ ^ 

extended good wishes on their departnre and hoped they would not forget UitiBo 

Hoam. BoS und Forekh bofiag ipokoi, Wr BobertOilMthMtkwiUM 

membw, tor tha bM^mrimontt Mpwmrd lqr wprcioyutlte, wim j MW Bt tbo 
Connell towards himself and hto wlf^ He s^ 
keen a tisse of absorbing Interest for it 8*^ ."“f opportunity 
Iha pmednre of the Oonnoil during earlier yej^s ^ 
nnfaillBgMipportaiidasfc you to 
elceled. 1 welcome the new stage of the Conn^ s 
of Mr. De Qlanvilie as your Pftsident. 1 s^ 

n d*sfn n i Tt with intense interest In the oonfident hope that whatever fnnetioa and wnilevir 



40& tfl^ BOltMA UeiStATiVB eooticn. ikMMMli 

IWMSMiy tiMi ttatioliM be calreiled lo tbe Cbudl 11 will eeli—e tB iiotIm 
theM with thil etderJiiwH mail dlgatty wbtab bmee hlfherlo piMiiiiaitlsr ehmiaaierMI it 

Tbe aMaben them «liebk bmade with Sir B, Qilee mad iheOemaeOadJeamidlmm 
iherl whilm 

Ooagimtalmtieae to tbe Hew Fieeideml. 

Wbea tlie Comaell reeeaied lie efttlag, Mr, Oiomr De Q]ma?iilP| the aewlg elceled 
IVeeldeat took the ebmir. 

The Flnmaoe Meinhrr rrmd oat Hie Smceltenej the QoveraoFi imeange oeaevglag 
hie mjMNrovml at Mr. De Ohuif ille*e eleotioa to the pnefatautiml ebmir. 

The Fiamaoe Member emM: **Ae the leader of the Hoaee^ It ie my prirllege mad 
plememre to temler the eineeie eengrmtalmtiono o( the elBoiml aiembere oa toe eigaml die* 
tiaotlOB wliioh hme been oooferred oo jom. To^imj ie m ImofiiaiiTk ia the hietery at teierme 
la Bmnam, m huklamrh mleo io oor emoeemfel eereer. The probetioamiy elmge of the Comaoll 
If mt mS cad. For the flrit timf, it hme rxereleed the right to eeleet ite own PreeideBt 
mad yea hmee rcmeoa to be prood that ife ehoioe bee Imileo on yoa. It ie m good omen for 
the eonliaamooe of Boram Mbin the British Baplia that tbe flreteleeted PreeideBt of 
her Lrglelmtife Oonnell ie ma ie* eted reprivenimtl?e of tbe Baropema ooaetitneaoy. It Ie 
a happy magary for Barma*e early atlmlnoieiit of Hoorn Bale within the Bmpire that the 
first eleaied Prreklimt Ie a soo of Irehtml. Bat if yon owe alleglafioe to Ireland me the 
eoantry of yoar birth yoa owe hlghe aUrglaaoe to Bnrma as tbe oonntry of year oareer. 
We wemooie yoa to yoar high ofllee as a Barman In the fallest ami traest eeaee of the 
word. Tea. have hlentifled yonrself with tbe iateroets of yoar ailopted ooaatry. Ton 
Itavetaben aaontetaading poeitioB In her affairs political ami from the first yoa have 
been rroognieed ee the leiuler of morleraUi views io this Coaneil. Ho member of the 
aeoMinnlty has done more thaa yoa to work the retorms In tbe spirit in which thoea who 
framed them intended tbit they should be wcrkecL If Bnrma oeenpha a high phme» 
perhaps the highest among the provinces of India whioh have made a snooeaifal start an 
tbe Joaraey to Home Bale within tlio Bmpire, it is dne la no small mesiare to voar 
wise ooanmls, to yoar obvioas sincerity ami to yoar aawcaried efforts to seoaro tbo worklag 
together of representativia of divergbig Interesti* 

**Tbe Baropean const itncncy wu fortunate in its choice of a fepresentative and 
althoagh by your elevation to the preeidenllal chair that ooustitneney loses an aotiva 
spokesman in the Coaneil. It will have the prond satisfaction of knowing that constita* 
enoy's lees Is the OoBiictre gain. Henceforth you belong to no party. Ton belong to the 
Coaneil and we are confideat that yoar tenare of high oillce will be marked by the easas 
tact, same fair-mindedness mad same ooartesy aa yoa have shown in yoar capadly as 
party Ismler ; that yoa will protect fihe Interests of minorities and that yon will safer 
no oneraaohsMntpn or diminution of rights ami privileges of the Ooanoil.** 

CcBoladlng, on a personal note, the PInanoe Member said : ** 1 am deeply giatafal 
to yon and 1 know that my bnmble colleagues in tbe Qovemment share my gratitade for 
the devoted eervice which yoa have rendered oa vartoas committees of the Coaneil slaos 
tlm luaagaiation of the leforass. Oar best wishes go oat to yoa lor yoar saewas la yoar 
high oflioe and 1 for one veatnia to eapreee tbe hopo that when tbo life of the pieeeat 
CMnell oomee to an end He eaeoeseon will follow the caample of mother of Farlmmentif 
at the Indian Z«gielativa Aemmbly ami of other OoancUs In .India and re-aleet yon with* 
oat appoiltlon as Its Piesidant,** 

wvaral speakna then followed in waiooariBg him ami eoagratalattaig him an hie 
aloDtioB to tha dhair staking ealoghdlo raisrenam to his abllHy and ssrviess. 

Mr. U, Pa. leader of the PropM Fartyi fn wetoomlag him on behalf of hie party mid 
he pgi^ with the Finance Member with all be eah! esoept the eonstitatlonal petal on 
whA te dlngiaed. He hoped he woaM aphidd tbe digaHy and tradition cf the Hoaei. 

Mr. Obampagaao eoagratalatod the Peseident restarklag that he had risen high by 
btt own personal mmlto and espreasid tbe hope that bo wonM held the aeatee evan and 
that the Maae by oommon mmesat would lewleet him In f atara. 

Mr. Bal, in eongratiilalliii him, eald the boooar wae hoigfatoDed by the fiat that 
the Ttoiddeai was plmnd oa the chair by wfbiM of the mi^ily of the Henee. Ba 
laamthed that tha bar weald be poorer by hiseleetM hot It was a gala lor the Goaaelli 
and wfhad btmcvenraaaoma. Mr.HarayaaaBaoalioepdlmciBngiiialitlagthePieiideBli, 

Mr. De Qtanville Ihml thaaksd tha ammhrre for the high henoar coaieriad In ekattog 
hhaaatliafiiit Pmiideni aiid far khul KBtimente capransd by memheia. Me amniad 
tha Boaee ihm Im kaaM iiT todlioham hla dtoiee to tha beet af bis ahUitisa. 



Hie Keiala Provincial Coi^raioe 

Hhi Third Kerak Provindal Ootilaraiioe Miemblad at Oaltoat o& Iha 
Idth A^I 1927 in the afternoon in a rery apaoioas and elegantlj deooiitid 
paadal erected for the ooeaeion. There wae a very large and xepieeentaM^ 
gathering and great enthiiaiaam prevailed. The prooeedinge oommeneed wttt 
eome national longa hy a choir of girla. 

Welcome Addreaa. 

The loibwing are extraote from the Welcome Addreae of Mr. K. 
Madhavan Nair, Chairman of the Beoeption Oommittea After wclcoitting 
the diatinguiahed delegatee and viaitora Mr. Nair dwelt at length of the eom- 
mnnal problem and aaid 

If Kerala waa the Provinoe which gave the firat impetua to the noo*oe* 
operation movement by dtapelling. under the lead of Mr. Yakub HuataiOi 
the fear of the terrora of jail from the minda of our workerai It waa alao the 
firat to deal a deadly blow to it by renewtngi a« a remit of the rebellion* 
in a new but bitter and dangeroua form* the Hindu*Mualim feud wUeh 
appeared to have been almoat oruahed out of exiatenoe by the Ehilafat move* 
ment inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi. Thia fact ia my exouae and Juati- 
fioation lor referring to a topic which of all the problema connected with 
our fight for Swaraj ia the moat vital and baffling and whiohi the coUeotife 
reatraint of all ou^leader8, more than their collective intelligence will alone 
ultimately aolve. I do not ignore or minimise the gravity of the auapicio^ 
and distrustful attitude of the generality of the Hindus towaads the Mahb* 
medana and the desire for the Bpread of Islam and the estabfiahment of a 
Mahomedan supremacy which the more ignorant and fanatic among the 
Mabomedani betray at times. These are facto which some of us have learned 
from our bitter experience of the Rebellion, but we can safely assert that 
this mentality, however deplorable it is, does not assume dangerous fomi 
except in a state of anarchy or under other exceptional ciroumstances. 

In normal condition, the relationship between the maasM of both llie 
eommunitiea is peaceful and cordial and it is perhaps only once in a oentory 
that a general collision takes place between the two commuiiitim as a result 
of the dormant feelings of distrust born of religious hostility. The real 
danger which makes life intolerable and impedes the march to freedom 
does not proceed from the maaaea but from a section of the leaders of botli 
the communities whose intelligence and imagination impart to ^e UM^ 
trivial incidents and differencee an importance and magnitude which emn 
Ineidenti or differences neither possess nor deserve. In no p** ®f 
ever etnee the dawn of British Rule in the country have the nindoa aim 
Mahomedanc come into such horrid conflict and on such large scale as thiy 
did during the period of the Melahar BebelHon and yet none who koo#a 
Malabar ifter 1922 could believe that the two oommunitaea, wh^ 
rriataonabip at* preaeut diacloaas nothing hot absolute peaoe and cufdip^ 

M 



4M KBRAIA PKOVmeiAL COMFmBNCB Ittuen 

MNnrodaMiN like IffatMOkfi nan. wftlMtMiA otter irittte Mtt • ttort 
diitMwe of time. The eomamml fend enM ee enddeiiljr ee ft lM(aa, 
keeraee ft wee not abetted end bleesed onltnred leaden or perpotoated 
bp tteoi tbraogh eoBtrorereiaa on tte platfom and tte preee. The two 
oqnniaationa. one Hindn and the other Mabomedan, whoae irorlnn bebiwed 
^ ih* l^nfab, the nnnarp (troniid of oommnnal fend in India (for whoae 
^af work. Malabar will ever feel rwtefnl) oarried the aeeda ct bittemen 
and from Mttibar into the oonpenial aoil of Notttam India when 

ft waa taken np by oommnnd leaden and made to grow into anoh propoitiona 
that we in Mdabar, who bare long ago forgotten onr fendi are amaaed 
toaeethe wild and Inxnriant growtba of communal animoaity t^ hare 
apmng out of them. In Malahar eueh qnan ile began to rear tteir headsi 
after the Bebellion ended, between people living ontaide the rebel area, bnt 
they were nipped in the bnd by an amount of reatraint, patienee and toler 
#iMyi, which have brought Itome to us the truth that hatred ia never con- 
quer^ by hatred but only by love and forgiven^ How much one kind 
wind, one expression of sympathy, one act of liberality, tonchea and aoftens 
the mentality of the opposite aide is illustrated by the happenings during 
the Assembly Sessions at Delhi this year and if only that section of the leaders 
who believe and perhaps believe bona-6dethattheirdntyto'theireommn- 
nityisgreaterthantbeirdnty to the country follow np the examfde of Lais 
L^patrai and Mobd. Takub as manifested in their speeches in the Assembly, I 
am sure we shall apjoy life more peaoefully and reach our goal of Swar^ more 
apeedfly than we aver dreamed of. The agreement to a joint eleetorata ia 
tto int step in the right direction towards the oonanmmation of onr fond 
hopes of political unity, and I implore both the Hindus and the Mahomedans 
of our Province not to say or do anything, however unwillingly, which may 
be e>liwiUt«id to frustrate the noble attempts at rapproohment made by our 
leaden at Delhi. 


No Programme of Work before the Country. 

" With regard to the other questions of All-India importanee, I shall leave 
them alone as I do not think they fall legitimately within the province of a 
eoeeoh of the Chairman of the Reception Committee. I may be permitted 
simply to say that the lull and inaction in political activities is not confined 
to Kerala alone bnt is an unfortunate feature of the other Provinces as well, 
though perhaps it is not so striking there as in Kerala. Thera ia no pro- 
gramme of work before the country now into which people of a political turn 
of mind can plunge with enthusiasm because the constructive programme 
of Mabatmmi *PPm1s only to those who have absolute faith in the doctrine 
ttbt khadder will bring Swarei and tte Council prograssme ia at best only 
of negative value and gives work only to those that enter them. It is a 
matter for consolation that a unanimity is being reached among aD sections 
of political opinion, that khaddar is an indispensable adjunct of nationaKstic 
activitiea, but this doea not signify that people are prepared to accept khadder 
as the mdy outlet for tte political fire and spirit that bum within th w. J Bte 
Bowhanjpthr may quarrel with tte mentality whitt refuses to appreciate and 
follow the teadiings of Mahatmiqi bnt tte fact is tten and no edrMtion 
of ai^eeii will or can undo it People differing from tte nerdianger^ view 
■ bopH to find sane aatisfaction in tteir work in the Gonnaa but any one stto 
hat boon there will toel^ to ttcfacttbatofallttsdovicmttataiigNifi 



WUiXlllB IJUttlSS 4^ 

Iq dhwrt m mntiM of ■ Tiulnliimil 
*di hot of ehamwii tUi fa tto aort woodw W iiad 
>Bf jpov ontnr then jtn onhido thoM ufaea. fM 
oi iMCNii* Bol at tka auM tfaaa yon nol oaldavo 

aolUv Ihan tifa na «a ifaic of fiiBiiiK that pamdM Oa afaMOOi^ takioc 

im i* «fOB «ho o l e a a i i ta iy idaa why joo ato mn lor. Of 
OMM iathoaNMoa^aoy batter flail, wa haaoto aMda hgr and foBow 
ttoOMffwnvoBorofCbiiiMawBtayaodtnrtoaakoaaTaiybtakot • 




Tho Taaaacar Qneatioa. 

"Botdfho fadfanpidblaBH. tha Hinda'MnaKm rafathtDAipfalho i 
iM, ifao oao yoAlaa that oxoiefaaa tha niod of tha pao^ of r " 
lOlotaa to tho oaMtfaw of tho niationahip botwoan tha laiiL ^ ^ 

♦anawt la Ooohia oad Tiavaoeora whera tha riilan and tha mli 
gpaator aBnity with aaoh othar than in Britbh Malahar. thfa qnai 
hoon to aoaM oxtaat o atfa fa etorily aattlad. For BO yaara nowi too ( 
jBoat haa haaa 'oonaidorin^ the qnoation, inning Comniniona, 

•vidanaa* xaeainag raporta. proparing billa and torowing tham aU i 
I paper haakat and faall wa an told that tho Gofammant wanta 
rittoab to aowaidor too foaation agidn. 

*1 aaa wot one who adToeatao ndioal or fOTohiUoaaTy ohaaga in huMI 
a and I don’t think tha ganoiali^ of tho tanant popnlafami in Ifahtofar 
do want aoeh ahaagaa. Oeanpanoy right to tha onltiTating tonaata and pnr 
toetioa froaa arbitrary ariotion and Mofabarth aa ragaida other elaiaaa oil 
tooaata b too dtoiand nada by tha modorata aaotion of ib A lagtaltofoh 
that regahtaa too ralatiewhip batweon tha jonmfa and tanaata wiU ho a 
boon to a vary lugo aaotion of tha Jonmiaa aa wall. In naay porta of 
Malabar, tha impaaonioua Janmi fa at tha many ot tha raealeitraiit toaant 
againat andi of whom aa bava afiootod improvemanta of largo valna. he io 
gaito poworlaaa to anfono hia lagitimata eUim for ronawal faaa without eoatly 
and protraatod aviation aniti. A lagfalation wbioh aeeuraa a mmmary m e th od 
of raalfaing rout and rooawal iaas to the Janmi and protaorion from arbifaaiy 
oviotioa and Mdoharto to too tenant and ragnlataa too rata of aneh nut and 
loaawal fea will bo produotiTo of happinan to tho Janmi and tha ta n a nt and 

pttBHMBtiil gfW Ml to th6 laoda 

” Befora I oonoluda, I moat retar to one matter wbioh oompala the 
paapla ..of Kerala hide their head in aluune on aoooont of the iohnann and 
dfagraaafal troatmant they aeoord to their bratoran known an " Thaondaf 
oaataa> Tha aanotity of the bighar oaatea inoinding Nair fa maaaarad io 
toh land of Kerala hr too diatenoea whito their unfortanata brothrao have 
to keep fwm them and which in dUfarant aaaaa vary from If ft. to MB lb 
Thfa ii a li^ when not only tonoh and prosimito pdtatae ai|^ 

" ieMthar goeation whfah fa poeoliar to Kerala and itofah daaarvea our 
aaeMat and mgaat attantow fa too reform of tha Ifnrnm^*^ — — 
of lair toot Ptovaila hero, lha Naira, niyyaa. ilo|^_ 

.SHUlilitt tkst* loUow tho Low lobonr lui&r Tonoiis dliotnIitiM oclid, 

A -abiBMa hto ilnaMBO Ughly oaaaaaatyanditmfar toa Cenfwtgtotoi^ 


iatMtaattor. tha pwhlam |aa baan i niM in lha 
of^ Oetoin and Trananeaia and an aapMMW^I^^ 
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wifortiiiiito diTiROo* of Kenk into three differeat yolitme! mtSk hae * eea 
fa tbia eeae too reeponeible for the coatinuance of foeh e¥ib la BCaMiar. 
Tboogh the queetion witt have to be solyed bf as sepantek'i there are 
▼arkms other matters whidi oolj a eonsoHdatioo of Kerala into political 
anit eao solve and thoagb ft is not possible to prophesy what is in the womb 
of .fntQre for Kerala» attempts must be made early eiu>ui^> whenever 
praetieablei to unite in all possible ways and for all common purposes. It 
fa some consolation to the Congressmen of Kerala that they have striven in 
however hnmble a way to fight against tiie abominable evil and well may 
they congratulate themselves for the successful termination of the Vykom 
Satyagraha. Time has wrought remarkable changes in the mentality of 
the orthodox section bat the evH is there and we require many more stal- 
warts to fight against the demon and root out the evil from our province. 
Let us hope that a time will soon come when os a result of earnest en- 
deavours and spread of liberal ideas, we shall be able to hold our bead aloft 
and proclaim to the world that in this beautiful country of ours, it is not 
only nature that is kind and charital^e but also man 

The Presidential Address. 

The Presidential Address of Mr. B. G. HORNIMAN was delivered 
extempore. After tbauking^ Mr. Madhavaii Nair and the delegates of the 
Kerala Conference for the honour they had conferred upon him hj electing 
him as President of that Conference Mr. Horniman said • 

** I just want to refer briefiy here in this connection to another matter 
which is closely related to it and that is the outrageous plan id colonising 
tho Andamans with Moplahs and the questionable method (to use a mild 
expression) which have been used to force such an unpopular and repellant 
proposal on an unwilling people. I desire to say nothing as to the motives 
of thosei who are responsible lor this but 1 earnestly hope that not only the 
members of the Moplah community but the members of all communities in 
Malabar will do all they can to resist this monstrous proposal from being 
carried further into effect.” 

Beferring to the Malabar Tenancy Bill, Mr. Horniman said that there 
could not be a more scandalous instance of the unre pieseiitative character 
of the Government in this country, its lack of sympathy with popular grie- 
vances and demands and its indifference to the economic needs of the peopk 
Here we have a system of land tenure and tenancy whiah is prima facie 
wrong in principle, differs from that prevailing in other parts of the country, 
notoriously causing great hardship to those real preduom of the nation’s 
w^th, the tillers of the soil, by placing them at ite mercy of hereditary 
omers who like the lillies of the field toil not neither do they sidn. Horr 
over, this system has been condemned again and again by committees of 
enquiry appointed by Government itself.’* Ue then traced the history of the 
various enquiries conducted by ofiieers and committees appointed by the 
Government since 1831 which had all reported recommending oeeupaDcy 
right to the cnltivatiiig tenants and said, *' Thus we come to the year 1980 
when a measure dealing with the question in a very moderate way was 
li.ticdueed in the legislative Council by a ron-cfiicial member and nent 
thiough all its stages aiid was finally pusstd. Loid Goschen saw fit to veto 
thi neekOre on tW advice 1 supiose of the Law Member, Sir C. P. Bsma- 
swamiAiiyar, Bow the Governor of Madrae oao leodnoilo tliie wfahhto 
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^ wtpoiuftaity h» tom toVIn pw^orwwIm 
litto^WinlMtaifowii mf oomprelMiiiioii. Wh«t em dM mar 
te awd ah^ tha Befarmi Sobem it u not mitigited as wo lao daar alter 
daj bf aaob mtancoi of the irrotponsibili^ of OoToraon and baraaoerati 
who are etBl teaching the p^ple the valae of responsible Oorernment and 
the argent need oC it not by giring by instalments but by the examine of imr 
ponaible GtoTernment which they themaelres are oontiaoaUy praetisiog/* 

The next Congress. 

•• I think Madras is to be eongratnlated on hsTfog the honoor of being 
the venae of the next Congress. A Madras mao is the President of the 
CcmgreBS and we are looking to him to give the country a strong leid» 
a programme of uncompromising resistance to foreign rule in whatever form 
it M offered that will be^ consolidated and unanimously sponsored by the 
representative of the nation when the Congress assembles in the dty of 
Biadrasnext December. The national movement has receded lamentably 
daring the last two years and there is niuch grouiui to be reeovered. Indeed 
a fresh start must be made. There is only one way to succeed in politiec 
eapeomUy in a great struggle for national freedom. Once you have adopted 
a policy and programme, stick to it, stand by it in fair weather and in foul. 
If we allow ourselves to be turned aside into other paths by every ol)8taole 
we meet or by the specious invitations of our opponents to oonsfdsr the 
attractiveness of some weakening compromisei we oan never expeet to attalo 
iuoceaa. It aeema to me that no sooner do we get start:d along a straight 
path than all sorts of so-oatled leaden to whom we have trusted begin to 
fall oat OD the way, diaoovering varioos kinds of reasons why they do so 
and why they should give up the programme that has been laid down. 
The Twalt of the abandonment, or to be strictly aoourato, the sospeaelon 
of the non-oo-operation programme, was the demoralisatioo of ite followers. 
Bot I want to say this for myself beoaose I have been aoonsed of having 
perconal antipathies. I want to say that I have no personal feeling in regard 
to any of the leaders of the Indian national movement to*day ; but I do feel 
strongly when I see men who have been trusted by the rank and fUa with 
the mandate of the Congress which carried the considered decision of the 
national voice of India when 1 see them instep of performing that doty 
taming aside into other paths doing something against the policy and pro* 
gramme which has been authorised by the National Congress. 

Dangers of CoancihEntry Programme. 

Adverting to the dangers of the Council-entry programme, the Preiideot 
paid *‘We see now that those dangers are very real dangers indeed and 
have aetaally produced the result that we feared they would produoe. We 
find the Swaj^ist party in the Indian Legislative Asiemljy. instead of 
oanying od a strict policy of uncompromising non-oo-operatioii and ohstruo* 
tioB, oanying on a policy of following a mode of conduet which to 
my mind friends, is nothing lets than actual oo-operalion mth the eysteoi 
of Oovemment which they wanted to abolish. It is the. most dej^iaUe 
thing that while the mandate of the Indian National Gongrees veiy clearly 
laid upon the Swandist party, that is to say, the Oongrasc paity w the 
Indian Legislative Assenihly the duty of obstruotloa and eepeeialty the duly 
of throwing out Uia fioimoe bill, we find the Gongreii pai^ in the , (ngir 
latfviAMBlAy aetaally, or et any rate the leadeia ol tha Clengiipi 
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fa tb* Atmalifat ghriof oidm to ttieir followm tint the nodfag of fto 
IfaoMoSniito 1)0 allowedi to be piMod witboot • diTiakm. I fa 
telleefa nqr gnat mdfa on theae yoinigar n e mben of the Oongnu ffay 
ill the Aanaifaij «rbo wan non Iqdao fan flongnaa ■l^^ld■t^ nfaaad to 
aeeeit tht aadar to diaobar tba fWaaa naiiiata.aaii nailed awaotha 
dlTinoB apnatthotfaid nafKng of Iba Ifaaoee bring fahao. 1 araot 

to aajr ban item tbia pfatfoim that wbat baa bappanad neendr fa Iba 
i«*n^ondfaaiHMof theOooM&ia.ograateat botr^ of tha rna^n n 

"In tba lihdiw Timfaletiya Oonoen arinra tha bapn of Ihaaeonlij 
hadi^baan ao bighlr niaed bf tbaar wondarfa} auaooaa at tba aleetfaaa an 
lad than agria Iba nandata of tba CSaaapnaa being dalad and batngad bp 
•etiona arbfafa arbatbar dinelfr or fadi nal l f , ad aap nta. rcaalt iu tba 
annfat of tta Nfabitip, a tbfag arbioh tfa^ ama drifafaafa faatraatad bp 
fbaCo ngn aa that that noatnndaL I bam bna naffiag fa aoma papan 
tUa nontag r eaao n pat faranid far oo on babalf af the Coagnaa Partp 
in tha Madna Lagialalim Goaiiail for tba oriaoa that tbep pnraoad aad I 
an tdd Ibat tb^ wan faeed with tin prnpeet ahbar the Jutin Paitp 
hafag fbt into odhia orof a di aao lrib naodthay ftenghtlbatit araanot to 
noilbatiakof ailbor. Mp friaadB. fa doaa not natter what tbep wart 
faoad iriibt fa don oot natter wbat danger thap thonght waa before thoaa, 
arhat aniadd be tba naufaa of tba aooaeqnaaon of tbeir aotioo. 

"If thtpbamhadaiipmfagiatagaatallaboatit(tkorafa the wop opto 
to than and to all af « arban ara eanaot aanp ont a nandata and that 
btotarigntoeir aaatoaad to aap that tbap an nnaUa to esnp ont tha 
■nadata that bn baan eonilded to toan.'* 

"Now I want to dmw poor attoalion to tbki Wa bam arriyad at a 
ataga whan fa oaana to na that wa an gring to bo faoad with tba qneation 
of whether wa on going to oontiana'to riaad for the prinriple and pnotiee 
af noiraropeiation or whether wa an going to adnit failnn and abandon 
tbo pdfap and pragranma that we pnianad dnriog the laat aeyen or aight 
pann> and agree to a priiep of oo^pantkm. Baeanaa than fa no altar 
natim between tba twOi then can be no oonpranfaa between oo^pa nt i o n 
nod non'OoropentioD, no natter wbat adieetiyea pon map naa baeanaa tbap 
■ra two ab^ntolp ooutradiotorj and different prinripiei. Now why did 
the aonntip adopt a poliap of noiniopperationi why after atriviog for yaan 
and yaan in tha path of owoperatkm witii tha foreign mloTB did the wl^ 
oonntiy na the atroka of a magie wand ■uddenly eoua to tha ooiwlnitof 
and ^ right eonelnaiont that ao long aa they oo*opentod and eonpranfaad 

p oi tt faal aarfdimit ao long at tfap aeqnieae^ in politioal ilamiyi ao long 
aoud toata be no Ik^ that tea aomtiy wonld ayer be free." 

"^ IndSa waiitotobafne.iioinatterwbatliar tatha innedi^ fntnra 
or ao teoltar how long it nqr taha to aehieye freadon. if India wanti W 
ha faaa—oina aad aeU-raapectiiigiiatioa among the peopleB of tin wotld-> 
lhafe ana anlp ha bp too ataadfaat pnnnit of the nnoomproniriiig datemina* 
Ifaaaatto aotapewte with the ioreign Goyernmaiit in tha impoaitioa of 
fDBi%a nfa aa toe aaontip.* 

"i lik yoa iriMtoiir than fa to be aaeo onp enaonnganent ia the 
IMilBtoaflfatBilfritoCtaitoana^ fa dapoi^ 

to' ato toig fa tin WteBut dagna ftom toe rigid pmgranna of ooafao* 
ogMgliM toakwotodfcitototo yanoad. to Loot Hrltenhaad offaring-aar 
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tort ol wm&maB giifeim Oaft iraold moaiifa iia to 

is worth hoviog il b gsli llio 
ocroporntioii lor which he is always askiogt He quotes Loidf (MbmIM 
as saying that aatoeiacy in India is dead. Bat it is dead neither in India 
nor in Whitehall. This twentieth eentaty ex-Lord Ohanoellor will eontlnna 
to infliet on India the wieked methods of the Chamber rule of the ITth 
oentary in Bngland* methods which led to the dethronement and exeentton 
d a king when they were praetiaed on Bn^ishmen in those days. He 
refuses to release the Bengal detenna Indian troops are sent to China 
without referenee to the opinion of the Indian legislature which is refn^ 
permisMon even to disease the question. Is autocracy deadt Indiana 
elected representatives by an overwhelming maiority rejected the one 
shilling six pence ratio but it is forced on the country by the official Uodi 
voting to the order of the Government Is autocraoy dead f India’s elected 
representatives reject the army vote as a protest against the monstrous 
burden of military expenditure for imperial purposes. It is restored by 
the certificate of the Oovornor-General. Again, we ask, is autocracy dead t 
India’s elected representatives reduced the salt tax. the most hated burden 
of the Indian people. It is restored by a second chamber which cannot 
claim to be in any way representative and the Viceroy was ready with pen 
in hand to restore it again if the Assembly again rejected it, as he had tb 
power to do so. Again, I ask. is autocracy dead t Such instances could hi 
multiplied indefinitely. The talk of autocracy being dead is a cruel mookeiy 
and cruel jibe at the helplessness of the Indian people. Lord Birkenhead 
knows that autocracy is not dead. The central feature of the Montagu 
reform scheme was to ensure its survival. I ask you, are we going to give 
up the policy of non-co-operation t I have no doubt that so far as this 
conference is concerned the answer which Lord Birkenhesid will get will 
be uncompromising adherence to the policy of refusing to oo*operate with 
him and his Government until they come to their senses. 


Overhaul Congress Machinery.** 

” Now there are two things that I want to^ put before you for your 
consideration to-day. One is a consideration in view of the matters that 
I have discussed, the consideration of the programme and policy which the 
country is to pursue in the near future. The other matter which 1 want 
to put before you is the urgent need for making the maohiiiciy of the 
Congress constitution a really democratic and national machinery instead 
of the unsatisfactory machinery that it is at th^ present moment.*’ 

After describing certain alleged irregularities in the procedure of the 
last Congress at Gauhati Mr. Honiiman pleaded for a thorough overhauling 
of the machinery of the Congress for the purpose of ensuring the election 
of all its bodies to Provincial Congress Committees to the All-India Congress 
Committee and the Working Committee of people who really represent the 
voice of the nation, the rank and file of the Congress. He said : ** It would 
tiakc a very long time- ladies and gentlemn, to go into the whole of that mat ter 
io detail at present. All I am going to suggest to you this afternoon k Aak 
you ahould give your support to the proposal for an cnquliy in otder 
Mmroughly to overhaul the elective machinery and constitution of ^lO 
Cbngrees iu order that it may be made a genuinely democrat body.” 

Tb Coofeience than adjemmedtto aaas again oo the oeitdagrtbe 



ITII Ipll rtmtliii nwInWiiM M ilnftiiT lir thi fln!|fii*i fTwnlMiii mi 4la 
>twiOBi«Whtinw jBwwwdMia pawed. ThedaBowingwathetaak:— 

Reaolvtioa*. 

(1) fhit Conlfmioe Urmaltij spnij* to ^Qod flnfe IMiiim t Gondhi noy woo hi 
rtrtond to boolth oad be cnobtod to cootiDoobie woik, 

<f) Thii Oonf«miee white opiifeoiitiiigteonthiiiiMm ofiaoed ill elMMi e( fteof^ 
tBenbierfbiDgtewirdi tlii KliiadirPDiidipiioilito themillto help the lurtiioiiil moi^ 
leeiit further by tehiag to epinniDg mud hebitiiil wesfios ot lEhoddu. 

Ci) Thie OoDfereoee pleoee on record lie eeneepf prof oond toee the eonatry bee en. 
litiied Jn the deeth of Bwimf Shndbiinmili end oetls npon the people to eeny oii4he gieei 
aatloael work be wm doing ee the fltteit tribute to hie lerrioee end merifioei for the 
oogntiy. 

(4) Thir OoBferenee oongimtnbitee the Miherenl-Begent of Timwinoore on her Ubend 
iiid«ooDimg«ooe notion in etop^ng the faerberoos pnotice of eeertfine of anfmale ind efaigiag 
of obeome loog cerried on in the neme ci religion end mgee npon the Unfaireji j 
Ooohin end the ownen end tmeteee of templee end the ^faliO'fBneimlly to follow the 
kid of the VihiTinl-BpgrDt. 

(5) Thie Conkrenoe oondemne the notion of the GoTerament in pereieting in the 
Andemnne eeheme in enllone dieregerd of the dietntee of hnmnnity end Jnetioe nnd in ntter 
defliDoe of poUio opinion end oelle npon the people pc oontinne the igitntion egninet the 
enid eeheme till the Ooremment finde iteelf oompelled to giro np the eeme, 

(6) Thie Conferenoe henrtily tynpithkee with the people of Ohian in their etreggle 
for freedom end pleoee on reoord the eenee of hamilietioo end rewntment of the people of 
thie oonntry nt the, eotion of the Britieb Goremment in oompelliog Indie to be n pnrtj 
to their nnworthy Imperiel edrentnre in Chine. 

(7) Thie Conferenoe reqneete the A. 1. 8. A. to do ite beet to improre hnnd-epinning end 
khedi-wenring in Teliperembe, N. Meleber, which ie e ootton-groving . loenlity end nleo 
the If L.C.*e of Ooohin to move the Btnte to do the needfnl in the metter of hend-epinnlng 
in the ootton-growing locelitlee of the Cbittnr telnk where the ert of epinning hie 
gone ont of feehion only e deeede or two ego. 

(8) Thie Conferenoe ie of opinion thet etrennone ettempte ehonld be mede to orgenlee 
peeeent lebonrere end depreeeed oleeeee ell over the province end to bring ebont their edeiil 
and eoononto praeperlty. 

M Untonehibility and nnapproaehibility. 

** Thie Conferenoe eemeetly appeele to the people of Eereln entirely to do away with 
the enetom of nnepproechebility end nntoochebllity and eppemla to all Hindne not to 
MOlnde any Hinde from any temple, tank, well or road on aooonnt of hie ceete or eleee.** 
(10) Mr. M. P. Nmyane ffenon’e Ceae. 

** Thie Conferenoe aolemnly deoleree ite emphatic faith in the abeolnte innooenoe of 
Sriuen M. P. Kereyeae Menonend rcBorde Ite deliberate opinion that in oont inning to 
keep him In jail, the Govemment ie gnlHy of an act of groee Injnetioe. Thie Conferenoe 
lefnrtherof opinion /that the terme rcoentlp oikred to him by the Govemment an an 
Inanlt to the pnblio and merely a mee to avoid eatiefying their demand for hie leieeaa.* 
(11).Amneety to Rebellion Prieoneia. 

^Thie Conference oonaidora it eaiantial in the inlomcti of Jnetioe ae well ee eooaomy 
that general amneety of rebellion pvkonen ehonld be deekued or at kaet of thoee who 
have not been tonnd gnilty of aete of violenoe:** 

(If) Kon*Co-Operation againat Oppremive Vmmiii. 

••Thie Oonkrenoe ie of opinion that kgkkfion glviimMtj id tenain.^ 
of Malabar it ereential in the 1ntere«te df the eoonomio, enoUl and TMUHonl mdvsneemeat 
Of the dietrlet and oondemne etronglj the action of the Governor of Madiae in vetoinc 
the Maiahar Tbntfiev Bill. Thk Conformee ia fnrtber of opinion that the Oommittae of 
Bnqniry oontemplaled 1^ the Government ie enperanone nnd a devioa to daUy Icgialatloa 
or ff pomlhle toahelvelt altogeaierandnrgeinponthe Provfneiai Congnn Oommittae to 
omanin a oampafgn of nmi*violeiit non-oo-operation againtt oppreadve Jenmianntfla 
pioperly framed bfll lewrelng Utt ftkmoea of the tanantt baa been paiMd 
(18) GtonfMii Futf te the Midini Oonndl. 

Confemoo fUnwgljr oondimni the nettmi of tho major^y of the Coognm 


’«Tkli 
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f«<r ! » *» «**■ <»?■■*«■ "•■•M to vtotdoratht«toriMafitolItaktoiM» 

< t tot Ifi wto li titM OiH i Mi Md Mf ip— Ito A. Laa to Mkt to 


a«) Ctaglin ud Kitivi MUm. 

««flili Oo rtg i M nyw ai to tot CMfitoi toto tto Iidte Itottitol 

Oea gmm do bmodohb totfftly ptritfcipttt to tot latonuil tftfit tl Ntilft Mtoi wi 
totl tot CoafmaoatllttHni be tllerad if oeeeeMrj to tbit tad.** 

(IS) CtowBNiflil 1>litroii tad Jealtarito. 

**Thlt OoaSeitBae talli apoatbt flladoeaad HaeialiaaMialflDBltaaktadtlMlMi 
tflm to pat aa tad to Qtntttaal dieutai aad iaaltailai bf adtpllai tot tmtltat to gNt 
apatmamaal titttoiatat.** 

(IS) OoBgitn to Oaplart Loetl bodlti. 

*Ib at «Bth at the work of tot MoaleipaHtitt tad looal btaidt toitajbtal Svali 
it aattHtftetorlly tarried oat» tbit (Soaftotaoe letolfot that all maaltlpaUtlta aad Ittol 
btatdt bt oaptarod hf tot CoagioM aad that Ooagitanta to pat ap for titotta It lliitt 
whtMftr potaibiti** 

(17) Fatait Polity oi tot Oeagitti. 


(a) ** Tbit Ckmlerfaot rtalBmt the priaelplt of Boa^oo-opeiattoa at tto batli if lit 
pdk^iioi too ladiaa Natioaal Ooagrtit aad aiftt that ttort abtaid to at dtpaHaib tmt 
tto atofcl priaeiplo of aoa-oo-optratioa ia aay way whattoow. 

(if •*Thia ooaftfoatt ngrota that the Ooagiaw r t pf tttatatifw ia tot todlaa 
Mft laaaably aad tone of toe Ooaaeile haft betiaytd toe aauuialt of tto Otagitoi aad 
aallt apta tot A. I. 0. 0. to deiaaad fraa iteh itpitooatatlfet aa tipiaaaMta of tto 
OtagTottaadtolalEeetepetooaearethatiiafattiti tot aumdatt of tto OtagiMi totald 
to tairiid oat both ia the Aattnbly aad fa the OoaooiUL 

M ** Tbit Ooaltreaot It of opiaioa that the tint bat tone for tot i t ia at l t aH t a SI 
aaaotiftpiogianntof aoB^oOiOpttatioaiatbeooaotry aad aifet the appolaintal to a 
Otnnftitt of tto A. I. 0. 0. to ooatider aad rt^wltola thitt awatbe tato a pia> 
tnuBnttoiitB.ot^>peiatioBaawiUltadthtoooatrybyataftolotot taloHaatiag totp to 
aant oItII dftobtditaoa 

M "Tbit OoBfeNDM to •( optotoo thirt MOMrt mnto tow pbwni th. awMtIMlM 
Mi Mto wtobt—y tt tto Indlm Hatoari Ooagrrm to to totootlw rat la mm mpMli 
MlMoarMto. Mpaetollr tm wmni to tto modiln««r oonylat oat tto o ln Miio oi 
iMtoM oomittM ood atgM mt in oil woh etoettont tto prioolpto of Hont tollot 
■tooM pwwII oiMl that a wroIm aod aDmlnmi ptMcdm in this prioelpto to l a o tIW I i A 
for .n Moh otoettoM aid It oolto opoo tto Working Oomttta* of tto A. L 0. 0. to Mho 
■itinatir itopt to plow aa amoadatmt and rzpaatioo ol tto piwMt ooaaUtatioB «ti 
totoa tonw tto oest wt t loa ot tto OongiM for ttow porpom 

(M "Tkto OobIOmdoo to otroogly at opiaioa that tto tottor orgaatoattaa oflto 
poaowtaad woAarttooaNattolfirltolrdaareproaaatatioaiattoCoagrMaad to omM 


tlwB to plax ttoir part follxla ttoaatloBalioowMatforttoattaloiMtrt0»aw|ai 
wall 00 tto OMlIoratlOB ot ttoir owa ooadltloBi. For tto piatoettoa of ttoir tMito aod tka 


wall at tto O M lIo r at l O B ot ttoir owa eondltloM. For tto pioiaetloa of ttoir rum a^tta 
aamiaiitio to ttooi ot ttoir r^btlal oharo la (to waakh ot tto oooalir ot wMab thap aw 
tto poadootn^ thto OoolaMBM oalta apoo tto WottUag OoMtttoo at tto A. L a a 
■ toowdlatoly to lako tto aiwaity otopo by appolaUBg waAm ato | iiiial nifialMlH 
CooBaMoH to ooRF OB withoat dolax tto work ot (oah MgaatoaHaa.* 

flU) ‘‘tToaipim f**Tr*"*i**T *** *■*«*,** 

•la too aplalaa ot thio OoaftraoH too thao boo oom to dtiM ttoaModallho 
OtofiM aa waiplata lodapaadaaoa, aad tbia OoBtaiwm raooaaiawd^ *to ladjaa 
Matiaaal Ooafiaaa tbot aaoaaaary altarotioaa to thIaoAaotbo awda la tba O tag i wt i i ai d . * ' 

PraaidoBt Thaokad. 

Mr. U. Oopala Uanon bhaii ia a ahoit apoaah McpraaaadOairda^ 
dtM«f graModo to fta Praaidant for amaiagdoira from tlw diatoal B om t ir 
aad praaldtag oror tka Coafarooeo. fla wiikad a diw wooid OMto vkM 
IkoF would hara oKitp aoa lika tkair wottky p r aaf d ta it to woik iMrOMki. 

VOttitBl BjlTSbfctll 

Altar a okott tkakkrfivlBt avaaok ky lha FiogHw i tka fl iu t i w p 





The Bengal Provincial Qmference* 

Tte UHb vflkgt jMaJa abont SO bOm Ithb BbwnA wn Mlir tm 
AUttlda^ tlw lOtb April 19S7 whmi the Beepd FtofineU GoBbtenee 
eowMDead ite etttiiip at DMhebeiidha PaUf. The proeaefiafi 

the aiDgior of the national tong 'Banda Mataraw *« fte wholo 

fcoiii 

D& Nnaidi'e Welcome Addreaa. 

TUa over, Dr. P. Kandfi Ghainnan d the BeeeptioD Connittee read Ida 

iddrtMo 

In wdeoming the deladatea. Dr. Kandi aaid that what Aep wanted awra 
than aaydiing elae at the preaent moment waa to reatore India to tte 
pMitloh the had loot In order to MOure iudependenee for her it waa 
aattolial that nationaliam ahonld he remodelled. Every Indan ahonld think 
althongh their mannera and enatoma might he different they all 
htleaiad- to one and the aame great nation. The greater tte nambw of 
eWHMinlMea the leaa waa the ehanoe of aalTotion. An Inanlt to one 
o^t to be regarded aa an inanlt in all iha othera; and nationaHam 
weald only he hnilt up when every Indian would reapond equally to tH 
eadtaveoN for the welfare of the na^n. The preaent Oonferenoe wat an 
hMlHiee in point There might however, be thoae who did not gympa* 
ffdiad with aneh movement ; and it waa only when tbqr wonU he able to 
app^ ffiemaelvea heart and aoni to endeavonr of thia kind that 
■athmaliam and independenoe would be regarded u having been eatabliahad. 
The goal wrald be reached only when the oonntry wonM learn to vbIm 
pnhlio opinion, at leait the opinion, of the majorily. Thia, in fact waa tlm 
ionndriaon atom on whioh the adifiee of nationality oonKl he httflt 

Dr. Nandi dwelt at length on the two moit important pditM qneaUona 
of tte day, munely, the aplit in the Congren oamp and the eaiating EKndn* 
Modem relationa, and emphaaiBad the need of phynoal enltnre and female 
eAwatton. He regretted the aotion of aome of hia oonntryman, who were 
wdkloMwn for their patriotiam, in atandlng aloof from the affdra of the nation 
and oondndid that the time hod eonm when they ahonld eonm forward 
aod gnide ttair miagiddod brethren In (he work of national reeenitmetion. 

o 

PiaaidoBlfa Spoecli. 

The Preddent Oen mae amid prolonged dieara and abonta of “Banda 
Mhtamm" and ddivared hia Preaidentid addreaa. , 

“UdUtoarry the m aaaa g a of oharka to eVery eettage, take to the 
heimott movement. Thia will be die right ohallenge to the bnreaneeaay whp 
ati teeping onr yonnipBen in priaon widiont trial,” aaid Sf. Jogindm Otmndar 
CSAKBAYEBTY la aowaa of hia langlhy praddentd addreaa. D epior fi f 
tlianldaih fti flit f- Bengd and dm eemawnd Mantd ha 

appaaladtofhofoodgHM and patoMtm of aD to thdr dUhimai 
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* iriM IgM to lk« VniwaarMir «ko aiill to niMH 

■ft ftlMir dinoailtanft to gkin t&«ir own ondi. ttoir fwml thto ■** 
lorfnf ttoir toU on tte pooplo ond tto oongroit ito prMftif. B* o»> 
p w oi id tto tovo ttoft aMBlMn of bott pottioo woold ottood tto lia|« 
oooioioaoo ond 00 o rooolft of their joint dolihontion wwild ovolvo o now 
oeagroM oqwriHftbn to toko to 'tto wwk of tto notion wMi r o n iwod 
yjftHtr md MfelHMiMMo 

" Ahoot tm doyo ofo” ooid CimknrortT> " o roqnool woo mdo to m» 
to oootot tto preoidontohip. I woo ot firot anwflling to ondoitoko tto tott 
in offtor oi tto ptomiling otnoophere Imt 1 felt ttot OTOiy komblo workor 
to tto ooooo of tto ooontrp ooftht to moko bio otmoot ondoovoor to ooo ttoft 
dno to dHhf onooi tto work of the oonforoneo miftbt not bo fimtrotod. Witt 
thin ood to view I nndertook the rooponoibiUtp whidi Mr. J. M. Son Ctopto 
boo aok oontand to aeeopt. I f «oi it bn boon on not of groot booud tu 
mo baft It wooU hovo boon oidait to ooo the offorto of tto Boeoption Ooor 
mMoogo far nothing. I boro foil eonfidonoo tbot with tto blooiiag of lift 
AhM^lr ond boip and eo^>pemtion of friend* I oholl bo oblo to dhttftigft 
■g dnip iindor o moot diflbalt ntnotion with ootbioetion to olL 

Bengol** Wooo. 

Bottoring to the wooo and worrioo tbot are afflioting Bongol ond tto 
pnUomo ttot oonfrontod bor at the proiont moment the Prooidont mid t-> 
Tho eommnnal qooition wbieh boo aoramod oueh oerioao proportiooo nod 
wbieh in oppromiwt men and women of Bongol attnoto onr foroagiottottoiitiaB. 
Tbo itobr and onoeemiy ooonoo that wore onaoted on tho ofaroeto of Ckdcnlto 
aboot ttio time loot year bad their reporonmion in tho mofmoilt bam ooo* 
▼ortad tto whole Bongal into a reritoblo pandomontom. ffindno aad 
liodeou bad lived together for tbo loot 800 yean in viilafaa in bondool 
folbwfaoling and brathorhood with no qoootion of nraoie to dkftub ttft 
ootona tmaqniiito of the viliageo mid to^ motnol hotrod, totdonumo oai 
ooapMon io driving tho nation headlong into ^n. From tte omeoom oomr 
mhtod it appoan that tto dream of tto Hindo'Moalom unity hm vanittod 
like a phantom, b there no hope of reunion between thaae two eoumual* 
tim 1 1 bftg of you. toother Hindu and brother Moobm. do not abattor our 
dream of eotabliohing Swaraj in the land through tte united eSetto of 
EBndne and Modomo. Hindoo and Moolemo might bo ebioiood wUh a nfttt* 
toare for tte time being, but i have full failb that they will eomo to nuUao 
their ioSieo very aeon tte foot that for their eelbproeervation thoy wfll 
kavo to make up’ their diSbreneee ttomoolvee. 

Mealemo and Oongreao. 


" I hm to note witt great regret that tte Moaloma m a rart and paiual 
ot tto bcUan nalion bave praotioally out of tteir oonnoetion with tto Ind ia n 
Botional Oongtoeo. Tho organieation wbieh baa been reared up ao a raanll 
of M yoam* atoeero ^rta of tte beet minde and braina of tto apuntiy om 
afano dto^ no tte wiV towarda freedom. When a nation ateoprf to mn 
of oge d ^ jfavoey feeb the etinfag of anowHfeof freedom wItttoBtoVft 
onnneft bo o i^eoted that ovotyooe will taka tto maoo route fa tto 
touuide ftoodem. But ff tto Moobou ttink thatttey are to itrivo far ttob 
otni fmodum fade pudMitiy of Btodne and tho Hindne thiitt Blmb^ ttfo 
mtolMHto ttoftld bo knoakod on tto band aa aeon aapeoaStfa. Sovnuffttoe 
ggfatt^fttoi to Mihitow Qondbi. HIndge and Moebme vied with toiliftiNr 
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iihHIwriigtfw wiraHttOwgriMbut Aiap knw nilwigiil dMt IhMt 
It k mind tkat an temt en th< bomaenwy wko am kaaplnc va wdw 
anTi|<nalinn at gfaat paiaa— aamat Imk npen th» Hiada’llaalam Unity with 
iifwiri lhaaa diffsranew an atnogthaning Mir t mt aaa aad giTing tbem 
ddt^ I h eieae h yvn. teothar Binda and otber Modaai. lonaka thia aid- 
aiU yaiiari aoma mdar dia hannar of tha nation hand in hand and taka up 
tha pnpoaala Bwdo Iv tha All'India CongrM Oommittaaaadthaatnoaphan 
of aa^^^ and dfatnut frill raaiah ia no tima ” 

Wiongfiil Datontion of Patriotio Tonthat 

Tha Praaidant than atronidy oritiaiaad tha Gorarninant yoficy ragardng 
dalantim of yontha of Bangnl witboot trial. Snob dotantion> ha aud» waa 
poaaitte only baoanaa wa*wan waak. Thaatatamant Lord Krkaahaad auda 
it Pbrliaaiant tba othar day waa an ioanlt to India and it waa poaaibla only 
in a eo uutr y lika India. ^ Saeratary of Stata for India in dafonding tha 
poliay of indafinita datantion in jail deolaiad tiiat thaaa yonngman wow ba 
aond^ in jail ao long u tha praaaot politioal atmoaphara of Bangal had not 
ahangad aad aran tba aamUanea of rarolutionary mofamant waa not tamam* 
band. But what bopa wm tbara whan it dapanded on tha npoit of tha 
Gi L D. pdioa who would navar aay that danger waa over. The aaeratof 
it all if that nnlaaa thaaa dowara of tba nation waa ahnt ont from pnhlio 
aotifitiaa there waa no ehanoa of throttling tha Swanp moraihant whkh tha 
boraanonay waa alwaya aeeking to do by all maana. With bmta foree at 
th^ haek tha boraaoerafly aan paaa any legialation they ehoae to eortail tiia 
bbthright of tha pao^a. The Indiana they aay aan- bark bat ouinot bite. 
Had Indiana been atrang all thaaa would hara been a thing of tha paat. 

Stand againat Exploitation. 

" We.haTa aaoapt^ Mahatma Gandhi aa our politioal Guru but we hafo 
iailad to taka up in right aamaat the maana auggaated by him for tha attain* 
aunt of our goal—maana wUeh he haa auggeat^ aa a reault of long aarriea 
in tha oanaa of tiia oountry; Foreign domination ia baaed on ezploitation» 
pan and aimpla. It ia poaaibla to atand againat thia policy. Remedy liaa 
in tta apnad of Oharka and Khaddar but unfortunately wa hare not u 
yet boon able to fully appmeiate thia inraluable maaaaga of Mahatmaji. 
Had wa bean able to work out thia maaaaga aren partially Britiah mardwnta 
would hafO realiaed that Bangalia hava atrengtii". 

In the BamonUa worda of Deahbandbn Daa tha Praaidant aaid : '* Tha 
grant anawar iriiioh I want to gira to . the bureanoraay to-day ia boyoott of 
ion^ aloth. Thia ia tha anawar whioh I want to giro to tha buraauoraay. 
It nm only daBoKahaa their daima but at tha aame time builda your nationd 
Ufa in a manner whiah nothing alaa ean do. Thoaa who do not opin mnat 
loidi to tha o r ga nfa a t hm of apinning. Thoaa who do not waara moat look 
tn tha organiaation of wearing. And if wa all work hard and do our Uttloi 
lha laaat that anybody eaado»Ifaal aun that within a abort time you wiU 
anaoBpam Aa boyoott of foreign aloth. And that ^ ia tiia beginning of 
onr frotdoaa. That dajr will he the foundation of our aalration. That k 
the faqral whkh I dwnya preach.” 

Utilky of Oharlm. 

” Aa bug aa the Bangalaaa win Bra they wfllanwythk maaMga. mate 
fa ttrt attMiiirtion rridoh Da^mndhu iBpidaaiapiiitadlyf &rattnOMr 


fnaifiBiirs tfSK^ 4 il 

|IM MMil^ hi Bmgil and* Mgr ifaMwa •Sutl towudt lh« aprwd •! 

**•“ ** •''•* •■• iMiiidi*^ partal wfeal 

liaUadi TniMMa.Md .AUior Ainm haTedoMt Lat « An iMlil^ awr 
■iMka. Lattu taka to tka bovaott aoramant in rigkt aamaot and aany 
tba ■ aawii» of iba Oharka into tb« oottagaa of tha pooTi I lad tha panUMo 
otHinih'lladain onilpt raa i wniili ati o n among Congtaao aorkora. of aatoinha’ 
UBir and aAor ^ma of tin Congraaa pngnmnw oao ba praltabig aalvad 
bgr Aa Mndnrtiou of Gharka and Khaddar*. Tha Pnai^nt than mafc 
Mtaid MgfMtioaa in vhleh villaga raaonatmotion work ana ba aondnotad 
and haallhi proapari^ and bonnhr aan onoa mora ba brought book to tha 
ndnod uQIaiaB of Bangal. 

Paaahnts and labonraa. 

" VahaTU to asploro wharain Itoa tha woaa and agoniaa of tta paaaaat 
md dw bhoorar. OragraH will baooma powarful only whan tha paaaaal 
and dia oodia wiB thamadraa ba aUa to carry tha dag of tha Congnaat 
The atoiy of the woaa of thoHindna and tha Mnaalmana ia tba aama and 
Tillaga woik moat form tba maating gronnd of tha Hindna and Modom 
Many tUdk that die ectaUiahmant of Hindu Sabhaa and Tandm Oomr 
Bdttoaafai tha land will oanaa barm to the oonotiy aa bdng eomnmod 
in at it ntf o n a. Oommnnd interact baa noqnarral with tha larger intaraatia 
tha ooontay. Wa bare been unaUatomaka np onr didaraaeaa baaanao vo 
won noti^ to bad onr raapaedra aommnnitiaa on proper diannab”> 

The Oonndl Pragiamma. 

Bofaning to Aa Conneil pragiamma tha Praaidant aaid that ha did not 
Abifc that tha Gomwil waa Aa only pngrammaof AaOongtoaa> The PNddmd 
aaatinoad; "Whan wadnd that Oorernmant ride ronghahodoyarAafodinii 
of AaOouid mamben by dinagardiog Aairopinionai that mamban art allotr* 
ad ady to a x proaa thrir opinion on tha budget without hoTiog any power to Is 
dto amount for any item and that raaolutiona auppoaad to ba in Aa iota real 
ai Aa aonntiy whidi ara aocapled by Aa Conneil after diaenaaion tan not 
himHng OB Aa Cioracnmanti wa oannot bat oondnda that it ia naalaia to 
stomdBinAoCbnBdb. Bnt thara b another aapaat d Aa qnaatioo wkM ana 
aaOba Tgnniml The Cbrainmant want that any act baioia it b paaaad into 
im amt bo aoa ap ta d by Aa CmnaS wbara aoma mambaia rapraaont Govata* 
toantaAaao duly bbdwiVB to vote for Oorernmant. Lagblatioo aopapfod by 
tha Oonneib ana bapandadbofoioAa world by Gorarnmoot aa haring bami 
aeaaptad by the raproa a nta d ra a of Aapaopb. Woahonid not allow Gor^ 
■ant to do Ab. It b to foil Ab trbk on Aa part of Aa Goramimd AA 
Angiuta crantodto eaataro the Oonnafla. InAo worda of DaAbandhto Ao 
Ptoddanl add. *1 hara add oaar and orar agda that tha Oonodl doM ^ lira 
p— G wnBdbnt AoCbnaeilb atthaamatima aa Inatitntioo lAbbmorhi 
todadpaa. Yon mart lanara Aat obatenetion faorda togat 8waw| fra A 
MymtanAaotlwaidbyyonr ownaatMtp/ ThaOaaaAbMAo^ 
ytoPMunoaf AaCongrroa. Nor do wa hope to do any aabdoand ilaoto 
Aa a o nubf hyharinttho CbnaeOa. Pnrtactha liat Ana ymm at Ito 
Ndroaia tAoa An Oonndb wore boyaettad bytha Congraca. roaaaaatdhl 
ualarAiaiwiA Aa raanbAot ObBadl pra aw dfm i «m* m ar 
' te laariw dw qaa;^aan bo aiypaitodadr whAaA Ag 
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tt« Pm^dI • fwv«iitsppnlfcr aa%«id.fa ii» 
■HM ol SMliMh lAaiidnBoM and otter oafaettmito ye n g e e eaoi B e nd 
itto wen nMiig in jail ha imptorad ttalaadera of dl pactfaa aad eommaHiM 
ho nfta OB a eoMBon pbtfom of aerrioa to tte nation fufottiiig aU patty 

dili^ and toka BP tta troa work of tta aoantV in 

Resolutionto 

The followiiig m die full tests of tke xesdliitioiie paeeed at die 
flbiHWiI PkovindU Confeieiice held at Maja on AptB 16 and 17 

(1) Thii CoDfereDoe places oo record itc bcdsc of the irreparable loaa 
tlie nation baa anatalDed by the tragic death of the brsTc and noted patriot 
Swami Siraddhanandap who dedicated hit life to the senriee of hie country 
and esponaed with learleas dcYotion the cause of the lowlyi the Ulan and 
the weak. 

(2) This Conference records its sense of deep aemw at the untimely 
deafli cl Eriahnijiban Sanyal and sympathises with the bereaTcd family. 

(3) That as a measure of effeotifc protest against the continued 
d e t e nti on without charge and trial ol a large number of our obuntrymen 
(under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Aot and Begulation III of 1618) 
this Conference urges the adoption and Tigorona pursuit of a progimmme 
oi intenaiTe boycott of all British doth and also of all such British goods 
the like of which are produced in India or obtainable in any other country 
other than Britain. 

(4) This Conference regards handspinning and handweaTing as an 
eisentiel programme for oonstruotiTc work and requests all Cpn^rosnsaii 
and paUio to spin and wear Ehadi. Tt further reoommenda the Bsnpl 
Profineial Congress Committee to form a Ebadi Board for hdping the pio* 
etaeinl work ai^ carry out the Gfoubati resolution. 

(5) (a) This Conferenocp whde deploring the yirnlenoe of communal 
onlbieak in yarioua parts of Bengal makes a solemn and cameet appeal to 
aD Googresi members and Congress workers to hold before their yiafon 
flie mul of Hindu*Muslim unity* to work irioossantly and strenuously 
lor the promotfen of better understanding between the two great commu- 
idtiCB as far as possiblcp to keep aloof from all sectional ai^ communal 
moTementa whidi tend to keep alite the present tension and dwaya and 
e?ennrihm to act as mesaengers of peaoei good-will and a spirit of humble 

(h) This Conference deplores tiie serious loss of life that took deee 
eb the Tillage Eulkati on the SSnd of March last as the result of an order 
io open fire upon Mahomedan crowd giren by Mr. Blandy* the District Magtr 
tnAe d Btaiaal and while reaenring inal judgment upon the neeasailly or 
ol her s ri ie for gi^foo >noh order, diis ConfereLoa emphataoaflyumpaathdia 
Mb open and iaspaitial enquiry should be held into the matter, and Me 
Q M ewnee would reqoeat tte B.P. C. C. to appoint a non-etkMaasamiorfim 

uivm w the M apym^ 
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f?! ^ MiMttoifciiMlIrtf 

iNfevm tt« two aoM Hated 
whm tmUa !■ awrahaadad aad $MUk • 

{1} lli iaaB l a r aiiea i tr aa rt raandaiMattaealpaMa deUyad aqteMa 
«| Ha flaamwaait ia tta aMttarwf laHatrodooiac thair Ba^al IteMf 
AsayhaaBik U1 aad wigm that • ffiil ahoold baiotiadoeadattha aaatl 
tellB ai tta BaapI L^AiiTe Oaaaeil whaa aamag o4ar thiati wffl adn 
paddaa iar Aa fallawiag : — 

Id ^UarfawMBty ai aaoBjany koldcati apaa payataal af aateMB 
aaMBdaf adod kf d LaadlonV faai 

Ik) BaeapaMoa of Ae t a nart i * rigkt to eat ttaaa. kiplaaikaHd MMl 
faaaaalnHluaB apoa tka Zaatiadai'a had. ' 

(a) M a lat a a a wn eal tkaatataa ^ao aa npaida kaipadaia kkip IHlaalB 
aadSniaaf aader iToiBi 

(8) Tkia ooBfaiaiiea dedam tkat tka eoaatrjr will aataoaaUaaafip 
aakaMOof taaeilioaioredaeatiiMioatnaiidaaleae tke p w aaadeaf aaakiaw 
tion aad ^ paBepoi Ffnaarp Sdaeakiea ia eoaiplataljr eaated ia tka paidhr 
aaatnL 

(8) Ike eoBferaBae raqaaata tka & P. C. 0 . to anaaca pakHaaHaj (tar 
Ika kdonaadoa of tka paUie of nportaat laaataTarp tfctaawiaalfci Mind* 
iBgtfca griovaaaoai baalth aad i^reaboata of tta poUtieal priaaaaia ia 

The eoafareoaa orpea appoletBiant of aa aapdrp 
and onaidaation of relief for help of thoaaaaadp faiailiaa who had ante d 
or are aafarfnp ia the handa of the OoreraBaiit In their atraida far 
the aoantrp'a ftaadom and (b) argaa atartingof taltaf faad far halpotaaah 
aafatara. 

( 11 ) la view of the faet that an bonourabla aattlenant hatwaaa the 
two dtaprting Congreaa partial cannot farther be delapad withont aariaaa 
hana to the eaoie of the eountry, thii aonferenee raiolvei that the laadan 
of hoik partial in eoninitation amongit theauelvea ihoaU fix a data wftUa 
(ha SOth of April to meet onoe again to diieuii and lettla the Bnaa of aa 
atMtiTO aompromiie between them and requeita Jogendra Ohaodia 
Chikravartr. the Preiident of the Prorinoial Confaranaa at M^o. to ttka aO 
naeaaaarp itepa in the behalf. 

( 12 ) Thta ooBfirenne orgei npon the Bengal Prorinaial Gongraaa Oomr 
Pilltoa hamadiatalp to appoint a itrooii and repreeentatiTO aommittaa ia or* 
dir to tmoaira into (ha origin, adminiitratioo and (be preiwn pMftioa of the 
TiDaia Baaokatraption Food wbidi waa Oeibbandhn’a but and atoataldkiag 
kpaep to Ua aanatipBen. 

(IS) TUe aonfanaea while it diuoaiataa ttmlf fioB and dhappHtaaB of 
the polito of Britbb OoTmmment to aaod troopa from India todght 

apiaa( thaChiaaaapaopla.aoBgtatoIitaa the poang China uA Of Cite 
mMoii on ttf noool mcnmi nod Miurnt thoin of tho md jood^fll 

of the fadiao people in their hoar of peril. 




.The AU-lndia Hindu Mahasabha. 

The tMitii aaMion ot ffce AB-Indk ffindn Mthublnii opanad al ] 

on iha 10tb April 19S7 ud oaotbrnad lor Oe aaxt t«a dapa oadar tha 
Praaidaotabip of * Dr. Moonjaa. Tbraabnadrad ddap l aa aod aboal IJOO 
to ).400 Tbitoro aMaodad. Modiaa aod Bmabajr wora aa r a pw aan t ad. Tboaa 
p r aaa a t oo tto platform baaidoa tbo Praaidoat aad tba OhafaaMB of tta 
BoaaptloD Cbmuidttoo ioelodad Baja Nareodraaath* Lala lalpat BaA Mr. 
Baiaodia Piaaad. Mr. Ooari Shaakar Mtea, Boo’Ua Mahoadaa Piaaad. 
M#. & Siaba. Mr. Daripiaa^ Kaba. Mr. SboopatOapla. Ifr. Jafatoaiab Lai. 
Sri Gommokfai Swaaii. Swaoii Satjadar aad Paadit Madaa Moku Matarbrm 
Mr. P. Bap Obaodbnri, Saaiataip. Hin dn Sabba. Gluioirt oablad ipa* 
pMhp aad a donation of AS— tOa. for tbo Sbradbanond Maaaorial Ibad. 
Bafa Bampol Siapb, Mr. Bbagwandaa. Mr, 0. V^iaracbaTadaiiar, Sir J. 0. 
Boaa aad tbo Hon’Uo Mr. B. OhakiaTartbi abo aaat meaaapaa of ipmpatkp. 

A doaea Akalb hokUnp aworda wont about tka poadal ahootiag Jai 
JaiaadSriSat AkaL 

At 4*S0 piBi. ika Praaidoat-olaat aaaompoaiad bp tta Ean'Ua iUk 
Ganaah Dott Siapb. Komar Gangaooad Siaba, Maohl Abdal Batb. 
Maaaii. Jalraaadaa Daobtram and otbara aatarad tbo pandal aad «aa varmlp 
applaoM. A Yadb ohoroa waa than lad foUowad bp Hiado maria. 
Komar Gaafanand Siaba, Ohairmao of tha B aaaptfo n Committaa, ttaa 
drifoaiad hb valaooM addraaa. 


Tbe Woleom* Aridreaa. 

la tka oooraa of bb addraaa tba Chairman pointad oot io btiaf aoam 
of the oipont proUama that moat engaga tha aaiiooa attantioB of rib Btodo 
Sakha. Ha drat of all dealt with the impmtanoa of Sangathaa, Shodhi and i|f 
amral of ontonobabilitp and rafanod to tba Patoakhali Sa^agraha movoawat 
and 01^ riia Hiado Mabaaabba to take op that goeatfoa in ita own haada 
IVar, if it waa not takan-op by riiatbodp, there araa tba danger of that awta* 
moat being idtimatalp aiosbad, but before doing ao the Hindn Mabaaabha 
aboidd ODgoira into and lodge of tha aitnatioo from all pointa of view. 

• Pneaadiag ho depreeatad and eoodemoad tho aomaranal rfota rimt had 
takaa plaaa in the ooontip in raoant tbaea. 

Baguding tba qoaarion of jriat elaetoratae tbo apaakar pointad odl 
that riia Hindu Sabba had to oonaidar that qaaation aorioualp wM ooo- 
ridembb laraighteAwm. Ha waa that tha Moaaalmaaa prompted bp 
a apirb of nationolbm bad agreed to tbo Joint abatoratco but tha Hindu 
8 a^ had to oonrider tba rarfooa aondiHona from tto larger fntwmb of 
tba Hiado poblbb Tkara eoold be no greater aabbaoment if real nnttp wonM 
ba ofbatad batar aa n Hin d o o and Moaaafanaaa. 

Ha aim raftnad «m oi Khaig Bahadur and nitd tha EBadu 

Bahhu to eatinga 'Mi qiMsu an that qaaa aaalao to dorian maaaatp Map 

«hiiMob«rittinlit|h&b 
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Thm PfasiJsftlial AdlAf#44. 

Or. & EL MOONJEB ttta ddiftrtd hit tpeeoh estempore it BadH. 
The foBowiog it 4 tommtry cl hit tddittf 

He referred tt length to the Bfehoinedkn oonqaett of fllndutteii end 
to the methodt adopted by the Mthomedtnt in converting people whom they 
conquered in Alghanitt4n» E^etfamir and Bengal. By their dow proeett of 
convenion« liahomedant had been able to make up their minority in Bengal 
into a dietinet midority reacting on Hindu contervatitm. He pleaded, there- 
lore, for a more lil^ral outlook on the part of the Hiiidut in mattera tQch at 
re-admittance of thoae Hindut who had been converted to Itlam under com- 
pnltion. better treatment of women ravaged againat their will and a more 
humane and cotiaiderate treatment of untouchable clattea. The treatment 
meted out to them by the to-called bmher olattet of Hindut wat helping to 
ewell the ranks of Mutlim population in India. He had no doubt In hit mind 
at to the uiifitnets of Hindut. in their pretent helpleat plight, againat a aittar 
community's aggrestioni to wreck British rule and earn and maintain Swand* 
Continuing, he referred to the Mahomedan organisation to convert the 
Hindus by instilling the idea Into every Mabomedan’t head that it was a 
virtue to get at least one kaffir converted to Islam and asked what ttept the 
Hindut proposed to take to prevent depletion in their numbers. Dr. Moonje 
then proceeded to disoum at length the question of the removal of untoneh* 
abOIfy and differentiated between what he termed temporary untouchabilfty 
from a hygienic view-point and permanent untouebability handed down from 
father to ton. He condemned in strong terms the latter disability which was 
welcomed by Mahomedant for purposes of getting these diiaUed men into 
their own fold. He then quoted a number of Sanskrit texts from the Dharma 
tattrat and other Hindu toriptures to prove that there wu no meanfog in 
the perpetuation of caste differences and in permanently disabling a certain 
section of the society by the institution of untouchability. Pleading lor an 
effective reconstrudion of Hindu society, the Presidetit urged the withdrawal 
of many a social custom such as the ban on sea voyages, the ban on inter 
marriage and inter-dining, etc. He would remind his hearers of the ancient 
role, namely, that by the process of education and learning the lowest could 
rise to the highest. He then appealed to the Hindus to support the fihiddbi 
and Sangathan movements in which alone their aalvatioo lay if thqy desired 
to save tbemeelveB from disintegration. 

Joint Eleetoratee. 

Continuing, Dr. Moonji referred to the Hindn-hfoslem relatione of to-day 
as a perpstnal eivil war and said tiiat the oommuualism of Mahomedane 
was very aroch encouraged by utterances of Hindu Congrestmeo. Analysing 
the eausee of oommunel relatione, he said that, while the Hladue, although 
fired by gieat ambitione, were weak in physique the Mussalmans with a better 
physique had shown a better instinct for politioa and higher independenoe 
of thou^t. He charged the Moeleme with having imported religion into the 
purely priitioel movement of nen-co-operatioo thus leading to a wave of peo- 
lalamiem. To thia mentality he attributed Bida Ohasitafar All's piopoeed 
amendment to Mr. E Das* resolotbn reiteratiog the National Demand in 
the Aasembly. That showed that the Mdiomedans were nnaUliog for As ex- 
tenrion of Betorme without separate eleetoratee. For this rejKm tht 
ipealmt paid an aVsquadt tribute to Si? Seukaraa Neit lot Us reedutioa ia 
6fi 
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had aome elament of wiidom the would take the lartehaiioa^rfimpiofiiig 
the eitoatioii. 

Dr. Varadarajulo NAIDU in eaeonding the reaolation said that the 
Britiah GoTemment had taken ad?antage of the exiating draaenaiona in the 
eoontry to advance the date of the appointment of the Commiasion. But 
thej had by their reaolutiona daring the paat two daya abown clearly that 
there waa abaolotely no difference between them in regard to their political 
demanda. They had before them a number of Swanj Conatitutiona pre* 
pared by leadera, and it waa neceaiary that they ahonld be examined by the 
Working Committee and a Swaraj acheme prepaid in conformity with the 
reaolation paaaed yeaterday by the Oongreaa that their goal waa complete 
national independence. 

After aome more apeeehea the reaolation waa declared carried, two 
voting againat it. 

18.-- Delegate a Fee.! 

Hr. A. Bao^wami ITENGER, General Secretary of the Congreaci 
moved that in Article 11 dealing with delegate a fee, Ba. 6 be aubatituted for 
mpee one. The motion waa put and loat. 

19t— Member’a Subacription. 

Mr. A. Bangaawami IYENGAR next moved that the annual aubacrip- 
tion of every member of the AlHndia Congreaa Committee be Ba. 10 and 
aaid that the very attenuated condition of the Congreaa funda waa the reaaon 
for fixing the annual aubacription of an A. L C. C. member at Ba. 10. 

The reaolotion waa carried. 

20 A 21.— Other Reaolutiona. 

The Preaident. in concluding the aeaaion, apoke aa followa 

Brother Delegatea* Ladiee and Gentlemen.— Now I have got to place 
before you a few formal reaolutiona. The firat one ia that relating to the 
retiring Secretary. The'reaolution reada thua 

" Thia Congreaa placea on record ita great appreciation of the valuable 
Borvieec rendered by Hr. A. Ran^wami Iyengar and Mr. V. J. Patel, aa 
the General Secretariee for 1927. 1 am aure you will all carry thia 

uoanimoualy. I hope there ia no oppoaitioa to thia. 

Now the next reaolution relaitea to office-bearers for the year 1928. 
** Thia Congreaa appointa the following office-bearera for the coming year : 
(l) Shuaib Quer^i> (2) Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru and (3) Mr. Subhaa Chandra 
Bmaa the General Secretariee. Then the two Treasures: (1) Jamnalal 
Bijal and ( 2 ) Beva Shanker Jagjivan Javeri.” Now I hope you will also 
cany thiigreimlation unanimooly. 

The rasolutione were pot to vote and carried amidst acclamation! there 
being not a single diaseotient. 

22*— Tenue of the Next Session. 

The third reecAation which I ought to plaee before you is that which 
rehles to the venue of the next Congress. The resolution runs as followa 

" This Ooiviees resolves that its next session be held in Calcutta.’* 

This was alw eatried unanimously amidst kmd cheers mi applause. 

Dr. Ansaifs Conduding Speech, 

The PreeiiieoA Dr. ^aari! in conoluBioB! said Brother Delega^ 
ludKes mid Oeodemeah— Before Ihis^^m of the 42nd Indian 
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Nationd Gongresi it doted. I with to tay a few wordt for the great eon- 
tideration. for the great auiatanee and for the wonderful warmth of reeeptioo 
whieh Madrat and my brother delegatee hare given me. Qentlomen. I with 
to remind yon that in ihit tettion yoa have earned through tome very 
important retolntiont. The mott important one to my mind related to the 
Hindu-Mutlim relatione. I have already told you that you have not only 
laid the foundation of Swaraji but you have almoat won it. The next 
important reeolution that you have earned relatee to the boyoott of the 
Simon Gommiteion. I am sure if we all work unitadly. we thall not only 
gain our immediate objeetive but we thall be very near our goal of attaining 
Swanj. The third important retolutlon that you have oarried-^jutt patted-* 
18 that which relates to the Constitution. You have not only got to boycott 
this Simon Commission but you have got to prepare the constitution and 
you have to place that oonstitution for your future guidanoe and for the 
information of the entire world inoluding the British nation— that it your 
ideal and that it what you want. 

Oentlemen. you would tee that in the next year you have got to do 
very strenuous work, very hard work if you really wish to suooeed. It it 
not sufficient that we should pass resolutions and then forget all about them 
when we go back home and to our various provinces. I would appeal to 
you all, gentlemen, that when you leave Madras or rather when you leave 
this pandal you will vow that these resolutions which you have carried you 
are going not only to carry but you are going to act up to them and going to 
make a success of them. 

Gentlemen, before I close. I wish to say a few words of gratitude to 
Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar, the Chairman of the Reception Committee and 
to the Secretaries and all hit oo*workert who hare worked to hard and 
who have really made this Congress to very successful, to very eomfonable 
and to wonderfully beautiful. 1 with also to thank Mr. Bajaram Pandya» 
Captain of the volunteers. I with to thank hit astistantt, namely, the Vioe- 
Captains, and above all, I with to thank most cordially the rank and file of 
the volunteer brethren. It is really these young men who are the hopes of 
the country. It it really they who will bear the brunt and I know that 
these young men had been working hard day and night They have really 
withstood the burden of the work. 1 owe a very deep debt of gratitude 
to them for having so loyally, so steadfastly, to generously given their time 
and lalMur in the service of iJieir country. (Loud applause and cheers.) 

Before I dote I will only tay one word about your great oitiisn, I mean 
Sryut S. Srinivasa Iyengar. I know he it the pivot on which the whole 
system in this city, at least relating to the politicd life of this provifice 
letolvet. But for hit wonderful personalia I know half the work would 
not be done. I with to thank him on your behalf and on my behalf and I 
pray that many yean would be given him to tern hit Motherland in the 
way in which he had been doing. 

Before I dote, ladies and gentlemen, I with to ai^^ to you for the 
cause which I am tnre you would mott liberally topporl and that ia the 
Bengal Detenus Fund. Gentlemen, I have already told yon in my addrtat 
the deplorable condition in which th^ are ijotting away in their exile and 
internment. I appeal to yon aa patriots, at jfndiant, to help thoae hiothem 
of yours who are taAring to^y onhr bjscaute they love their motherland 
too dearly. 



490 TBS ISDIAII JUXBnyOL CONGSBS8 [iudsas 

And befm I ctota 1 iddi leliii^A Mri. Tjdwhmlptthi tnd Kaimr 
laderi (Attopadliaji aod alio the Tonh and file of the Lady Volaoteeii. 
Oeiitlemeii» it k only when onr wmen take to eome ont end help oi in the 
eame of the IdoSierland that Ind» will beoome ahiolotely irreiiatiUe. 

Ladiea and Oeiitlemen» I do not with to delay any longer and I want 
to thank yon cordially for yonr generona hoipital% and for the warmth 
with which yon haye always reoeiyed me. It would be one of the moat 
eherisbed moments of my life and 1 shall always remember Madras for its 
hospitali^ and its generosity* (Loud and contimied applaose.) 

Tote of Thanks. 

Mr. Mothnranga Mndaliar, the Chairman of the Beception Committee 
then rose to express his vote, of thanks in the following words : 

Fellow-delegates and friends :»While welcoming you on the opening 
day of this session I congratulated you on the choice of the President I 
am now happy to say that your expectations and aims have been amply 
justified in the last two or three days. You have seen how taotfullyi how 
ably, in what a businesslike manner our President has oondueted the deli- 
berations of our assembly. I am sure that this year which has begun well 
with this momentous session of the Congress under the distinguished leader- 
ship of our President will be a memorable year in the history of our struggle 
for freedom. I shall not be justified in making a long speech in this business- 
like session. On behalf of the Beception Committee I propose a hearty 
vote of thanks to our President, to the delegates and distinguished leaders 
who have made it convenient to attend the Congress and help us in our 
deliberations. I am sure that amongst the many important resolutions that 
we have passed in this session we may congratulate ourselves that we have 
unanimously passed three most important resolutions, the one on National 
Independence, the second on the Boycott of the Simon Commission and the 
third on the Hindu-Muslim Unity. In arriving at this conclusion I must 
congratulate our tried leaders, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Mahatma 
Oandhi, Moulana Mahomed Ali and others. Friends, it is not enough 
that we have passed these resolutiors. I hope you will carry this message 
with you when you go back from Madras and broadcast this message to every 
village in your province. 

I have to confess that the Beception Committee has not done what 
all it ought to have done. I know our President in concluding this session 
has paid a great tribute to the work of the Beception Committee and my 
humble self. * I may say at once that this spectacular part of the arrangement 
may be all very good. But I am conscious of our own imperfeetions and 
I am eofiioious that we have not done all that we ought to have done for 
the eomforts of our delegates. We have no excuse for such a weakness. 
But now I appeal to my brother delegates and sisters to forgive us for our 
shortcomings. I would also propose a vote of thanks to all other parties 
who have responded to our invitation. I hope this would pave the way 
for the unfcm of all the parties with a view to present a united front to our 
enemiea. Wfth Uieie words I appeal to you# ladies and gentlemeD» to carry 
this resolution of tiianks with aeelamation. 

Thus ended the greal and Bsemorableseasion of the 4S Indian Jlathmol 
Oongreia. 



The All-India Liberal Federation. 

B0MBAY—27Th‘dBCBMBBR 1927. 

Tha Walcoma Addrats. 

The tenth leaeion of the AlMndia National Liberal Federation opened 
at Bombay on the 27th Deoember 1927 before a very large gathering of dele- 
gatee and yisitore. 

Welooming the Federation to the City of ite birth. Sir Chimanial 8STALYAO eatd. 
to-day th^ were meeting under very exceptional oiroametanoee. The whole ooontry had 
been moeed in a manner It had neTer been moved before and a feeling of eolidariiy and 
unity in upholding the national aelf-reepeot and national righte bad exhibited Itself 
In a marvel lone manner. The annonnoement of the Statutory Commiasion bad evoked 
throughout the oonntry deep and universal diaaatiafaction and people of all shades of 
political opinion had oompraiaed their protest. 

Sir Chimanial strongly oritieised the composition of the Commission and said that the 
Secretary of State for India must indeed have a desperate ease to support when he was 
driven to arguing that the framers of the Government of India Act of 1919 bad in their 
minds the appointment of a purely Parliamentary Commission although the Section as 
worded did not impose any sneh restriction. 

Beferring to the proposal to constitute committees of legislatures Sir Chimanial 
ottered a note of warning gainst being carried away by soggestions and pious hopea of 
Labour Leaders or by the honeyed words used by the Prime Minister that Indians would 
be approached as friends and equals. 

In the scheme there was nothing conceded to Indisn legislatures, declared Sir 
Chimanial, beyond what would be perfectly open to them to do without the sobeoM 
mentioning it. The legislatures or their committees had no more status and no more 
power than that of submitting their views like any other witness, which oonld be accepted 
or rejected. Further, all freedom which Sir John Simon and his colleagues could give 
would only be to liberalise the procedure as much as they could but not create equal statue 
or confer equal rights on the committee of the Indian Legislature. 

This being the real nature of the association offered to India in the work of deter- 
mining her political future, Sir Chimanial asked, could India with any self-resprct agree 
to accept the position oiler^ to her f It was for the Federation, speaking for the Liberal 
]Party to give the answer but be suggested that it should be an emphatic negative. Their 
position was plain. The scheme as announced was unacceptable and they could not take 
any part in it. If fresh proposals or modifications were made they were prepared to 
censlder them with an open mind. They bad raised their voice in warning and the res- 
ponsibility lay heavily on the Government. They bad to make up their minds and the 
quicker they did It the better to retrace their steps and rectify the great blonder they had 
committed or to persist in their mistaken course and work an everlasting barm both to 
India and to Ingland. 

Sir Slraiirniiiri Tribnta to the Pragidoot-Sleot 

Altor the weloome addresi Sir SiTSiWAmi lyori propMiog Sir Tq 
B slindar Sapm to the ohnir» snid it waa only neoessaiy to remind the gather 
ing» not inform them* of the many great personal qualities and aehieTemeiits 
as a paUie man of their Fresident-eleet. His pnblie spiritt sterling inde- 
peodenoe of ehaFseter and his qoality of talking straight to the enemy at the 
gate made him the man they require at this janotnre. 

Sir M. Y. JOSHIf aeoonding the proposal* thought the party oouM no^ 
get wiser goidaoee than from Sir Tej Bahadur who was the speaker's kw 
of what a s t ur dy liberal ihould be. By aoeepting him as the Preaideiit 
they would show to the equntiy that they had not defleefeed from liberal and' 
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09ostniotioaal methods. The proposal having been daly sapported by 
Messrs. Desai and Hridayanath Koosm, Sir Tcj Bahadur took theohair 
amidst cheers and delivered his address. The followiog is the text 

The Pretidential Address. 

In the course of his speech Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru discussed threadbare 
all the points of the coming Statutory G)mmi8sion. At the outest he remarked 
that though they had declared their opinions on it on their own responsi- 
bility, it was for the Party now which had met together for the first time since 
the Viceregal announcement, to declare its opinion in its collective capacity. 
For nearly six months, he continued, before this historic commencement, 
speculation was rife as to its character and composition and the Anglo- 
Indian press and publicists with only two solitary exceptions predicted the 
absolute exclusion of Indians bn its panel. It was surely remarkable that 
they should have some months ago, so vividly anticipated the decision of the 
Government. When surprise was expressed at what was supposed to be a 
premature disclosure of the names of the members, Lord Birkenhead had to 
confess that he had to take into confidence a lar^e number of persons in 
England and invite their opinion. Whether similarly a large number of 
Europeans in India were also taken into confidence and whether their counsel 
was invited could be very well understood from the above circumstances. How- 
ever, when this was going on behind the scene he, writing to the Press so far 
back as June last, gave a note of warning to the Government that an exclusively 
Parliamentary Commission with no Indian element could make no appeal to 
any section of the Indian opinion and would not carry with it Indian confidence 
and support. 


The Rubicon Crossed. 

Continuing he said : — ** During my recent visit to England-^short as my stay 
was there— it became abundantly plain to me that the mind of government had 
already been made up ; that India could not hope for any support for its view- 
point from the Conservatives of the Liberals and that, at any rate, so far as some 
of the Labour leaders were concerned they had placed serious limitations upon 
their liberty of action. The English Press could not or would not tolerate the 
expression of a different opinion on the subject and when in a leading article 
the * Times ’ wrote that the personnel of the Statutory Commission must be ex- 
clusively British it left no room in my mind that the Rubicon had been crossed. 
The fiat had gone forth and it could no longer be revoked. 

** It is impossible to believe that an all-wise and far-seeing government could 
not or would not anticipate the repercussions of such a policy on Indian mind. 
No doubt it reconciled itself to its decision in the hope and belief that the out- 
burst of indignation and discontent in India would be a short-lived one, that the 
Swarajists were more interested in nursing grievances than in having them 
remov^ and that therefore they could easily be disposed of as the irreconcilables 
in Indian politics ; that the Liberals would be amenable to ** ipso facto ” reason- 
ing and pei^suation ; that at any cost they were not a serious factor in Indian 
politics ; tnat the cleavage between the Hindus and the Mohammedans was so 
wide that even under the pressure of common grievance they could not join hands 
and, lastly, there were the depressed classes who were bound to raise their 
piteous cry for protection against the evil designs of the more powerful upper 
classes and tlmt it was clearly the duty of government to firmly refuse to listen 
to the demand for Indian representation and to do their duty by the weak and 
the oppressed. 

** It was apparently in sudi circuinstances and under the influence of such 
ideasthat this Commission was mmceived. Small wonder then if the nnnouM^ 
ment of the appointment of thb Commission has instead of giving rise to a spirit 
of hopefulness and confidence aroused the strongest feelings on sudi a large 
scale and in sudi diffnent quarters. 
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tfiB I^RBS10£irrtAL ADDRBSd 

Why the Coiiiiiiiitlo& hat been Anticipated. 

** It it intmtting to note the reatoot for the appointment of thit Gommiition 
at thit particular nine. **So long at the unwite counselt of political non-co- 
operation prevaHed,” thut runt the ttatement in Hit £xceliency*t announcement 
or November 8th. it wat evident that the conditiont required for calm appraite- 
ment of the commcated conttitutional problem were lacking, and that an earlier 
enquiry would have been likely to cryttaliie in opposition two pointt of 
view, between which it mutt be the aim and the duty of statesmanship to effect 
a reconciliation. But there have been signs latterly that while those who have 
been foremost in advancing the claims of India to full self-government have in 
no way abandoned the principles ^y have felt it their duty to assert, yet there 
is in many quarters a greater disposition^ to deal with the actual facts of the 
situation and to appreciate what I believe to be most indubitably true, namely, 
that the differences which exist on tiiese matters are differences of method or 
pace and not differences of principle or disagreements as to the goal which we 
all alike desire to reach”. 

I desire to speak of His Excellency with the utmost possible respect, but I 
venture to think that the differences of method or pace are apt at times to be 
not less important than differences of principle and that if a calm appraisement 
of a complicated constitutional problem could not be made so long as the unwise 
counsels of political non-co-operation prevailed there seems to be scarcely any 
justification nt the hope that this task could be achieved by penalising co-opera- 
tion, for I maintain that non-coopet^tors who have co-operated during the last 
fow years and co-operators who have always co-operated cannot legitimately 
IM proud of a situation which compels them to realize that in a conflict that 
may arise between the European view of method and pace and the Indian view 
of method and pace the former must necessarily prevail and the latter can only 
claim to be sane and reasonable if it is prepared to accept the former. Another 
reason auiened for the anticipation of the date of this Commission is that the 
Legislative Assembly has passed five resoiotions calling for the appointment of 
m Commission. Lord Winterton was repeatedly challenged in the House of 
QyiTnoT** to produce those resolutions but he simply fenced with challenge. The 
foct is that the Assembly has never asked for such a Commission, though it 
has repeatedly urged its views on the question of advance. Not only Col. 
Wedgood hut several other members of the Labour Party have correctly ex- 
pressed our view that the appointment of such a Commission at a time when 
public cminion in England about India has been poisoned by the publication ot 
Uiloflbqr uidia* was to say the least not playing the game. There is need for 
some more convinciBg reason for tins sudden fit of responsiveness on the part oi 
govetnmenu 

Birkenhead’s Plea. 

** I rimll not ask yon to examine carefully the reasons for the exclusion of 
Indians firem this Commission and the nature of the palliatives that have been 

adopts in the shape of committees. One reason which has been assigned for the 
appointment of a purely Parliamentary Commission is ”that the framers of the 
origiiial and detemuning Act, when they spoke of the Commission, contemplated 
a ‘ Airliamentary Cofomission. It is true dmt they did not so state in terms but 
Ifthat is to say Lord Birkenhead) draw the inference that they did noi to state 
it hecanse they tnought it so obvious.” He thim appealed to Lord Chelmsford 
and the latter oterved : ”He was de^y committed to the belief that the enquiry 
should be through the medium of a Paihamentary Gwuniision.” 

The point scarcely requires any fiiriher labouring. The Secreury df State, 
H^kSiig as a oonstitntiooal lawyer, has conceded that the framers of the Act 
£d not In terms state that the Coiamisekitt to be appointed under this section 
was to be a purely Parliamentary Cosumssipn, that is to say a Commission con- 
sisting of members of Parliament only, bm helm dram the inference that they 
did not state s6 because it was so omoni. The difficulty of any lawyer contro- 
verting an interpretation like dtis by alawyer of the eminence of Lord Biikenhead 
who has occupied the highest judicial position in the Empire would beatany 
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dow my great Bntitilll eiake bold to eay that an iaterpretadon of an Act 
mnded apon the belief as to the intoitioD of its firmfiier» on the floor of n poHticat 
body If not the same as its interpretation In a court of law. At any rateg so fiur 
as this constitutional argument is concemed« no one ever heard ttf it unfll Lord 
Birtenhead put it forward with all the authority attaching to his name. We 
Indians are entitled to take our stand upon the plain words of the statute. We 
irare no parties to the beliefs which might have been entertained as to the inten- 
tums of the framers of the Act in high quarters and I venture to think that if 
this view had been put forward bluntly in the year 1919 many of us would have 
had even at that time to revise our attitude. The credit for giving a rode shock 
to the political faith of us Liberals must undoubtedly belong to Lord Birkenhead. 

Political Reasons. 

“I shall how leave the constitutional reasons and ask your attention for a 
little while to the political reasons. Lord Birkenhead took shelter behind the 
speech of Mr. Goswami in which he is reported to have said that there was no 
organiiation which could speak in the name of the Hindu community. Now, 1 
do not know what Mr. Goswami really meant by it. But I cannot understand 
that an all-knowing Secretary of State and a vigilant India Office can be unaware 
of the existence of a Hindu organization which has not been particularly inarti- 
culate or inactive during the last few years. I believe there are scores of Hindus 
who without being members of the Hindu Mahasabha could have adequately pro- 
tected Hindu interests but I cannot understand how Government would nave 
sacrificed the Hindu cause by selecting a representative of the Hindus from 
among the leaders of tbe Hindu Mahasabha nor can I understand that the task 
of selecting a non-Brahman Hindu or a Sikh was equally impossible. As regards 
the depressed classes whose condition Lord Birkenhead describes to be **terrible 
and pmgnant/’ was it wholly impossible to select some one to represent them? 
And here let me point out to you that the portion in which he deals with the 
depressed classes scarcely reads like the speech of a statesman bent on the high 
purpose of unifying a distracted India, of elevating those who deserves to be 
uplifted from their fallen condition. It reads like a sensational paragraph from 
a certain class of newspapers in India or in England or a page from a book of 
a cold weather tourist. 

** It may suit the purposes of our critics to exploit the misfortunes or the de- 
graded condition of the depressed classes in relation to a definite political issue, 
but they cannot feel proud of their record of work in the amelioration of the 
condition of these classes until the commencement of the reforms. If the Secre- 
tary of State was solicitous of the depressed classes and the aborigines he was 
equally solicitous of the Indian Civil Service which has a deep-rooted interest 
in India, and he argued that ** if you admitted other Parliamentary rejireaeiita- 
tives you could not exclude members of the Indian Civil Service.” Now it might 
be tliat a Commission of z8 or 20 people would be very vnwieldy but one cannot 
u^erstand why a Commission of 12 could not be fairly representative of all 
sections of the people and why it could not be trusted to deal witii the problem in 
a spirit of reasonameness. 

Nothing to be Proud ofi 

” It is said that an unwieldy Commission of 18 or so and ”a fortiori” of I 9 
could not have produced an unanimous report. <*There may not be an unanimous 
report now” said Lord Birkenhead, ”bot at any rate we shall have a report which 
proceeds upon die same general perint of view and principle.” He was afraid 
tet there would be a very strong pahisan Hindu report, a very strong Muslim 
report, and 3 or 4 other dissenting reports from various sections deeply interested 
In dectrions iriiidi ar^ tam and that Parliament coidd not be assisisd ^ 
disdosuie of dissenting views of this kind. For arguments like these t seg ln 
allliumility that there ts only onessord—diey are the arguments of an adweealm 
not the arguments of a staiesman. Tim one immediate eflect .of arguments oi 
tlds character must he lo give an impMs todass consdouanessand to atimdaM 
dmssdifliKeaceswhidbUdbonMbsteohjec^ of the statesman to allmr, and if 
possihle^ to eradionte. Ifit.ls renlly betefoct that thepodthmln udlaksn 
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liopelett ai the Secretary of State in the Home of Lords and Lord Winterton 
in the House of Commons have made h out to be, then in the name of common 
sense and fsirness I ask what is the spod of appointing a Commission T Why 
entertain any talk of Reforms? Why not then follow the advice of a distinguished 
member of the 'European community in Calcutta who had the frankness mid 
courage to say not many days ago that ^*the time had come for the Viceroy to sit 
down with his selected district offieers who knew the real people of India and 
evolve a decent system for governing the country forgetting all democracy and 
all such discredited systems.” 

The Scheme of the Commission. 

** Now let me draw your attention to the scheme 'Of Commission. The Com* 
mission, as you all know, is to consist of seven members including its chairman 
who represents the Liberal Party. There are two representatives of Labour and 
four representatives of the Conservatives. 1 do not wish to say anything in my 
own words of the personnel of the Commission. I shall venture to quote on this 
point what the London ‘Times’* wrote in one of its leading articles. “What has 
presumably happened” says the “Times, “Is that the Government have found it 
impossible in practice to divert from England any of those leaders on whose 
presence the complexion of the future Parliament may be thought to depend. 
And for the moment and in view of the character of the Commission as “rap- 
porteurs” (in the (Geneva phrase and not as constitution makers) the absence of 
the political leaders may not be altogether a disadvantage. All that is a little 
surprising in the circumstances is that none of the recognized front bench leaders, 
either Conservative or Labour, should have seized the opportunity to take part 
in an enquiry so incomparably more attractive and more far-reaching in its conse- 
quences than the common round of politics in England. The fact that the rank 
and file of the Commission are composed, broadly speaking, “of men in the 
second flight” (the quotations are mine) has the further effect of adding greatly 
both to the responsibilities of the Chairman and to his reputation for self-sacri- 
ficing public service.” 

No Men of Ideas. 

“ Bluntly put, barring Sir John Simon who is undoubtedly a front rank states- 
man, England could not spare for this great mission aiw of the first rate men and 
India must go content with men in the second flight. This is the value that is 
attached to this great mission. We are askd to console ourselves with the 
belief that “a body of men who can concentrate on this task without too much 
pre-occupation with the next general election is likely to be more valuable than a 
constellation of distraced stars. The capacity to work as a team is certainly 
more important than individual brilliance.” In other words men of ideas are^ at 
a discount. The obsession for an unanimous report or a nearly unanimous report 
makes it incumbent that the men to be appointed must be what are called safe 
men who must be prepared to be guided by their Chairman, and must not allow 
their own individual ideas to interfere with their utility as a team. The irony of 
it is that we are invited to rejoice in such a team and to believe that' these six 
worthies in the “second flight” can take good care of the present interests and 
of the future of three-hundred millions of this country. 

Committee’s Status. 

“ It is our purpose” said Lord Birkenhead, “that the Commission, when it 
visits India, should establish contact with the committee appointed for that pur- 
pose by the Central Legislature.” But what is going to be the function of this 
committee ! Here again let me quote the Secretary of State. *Tt has been most 
irrationally assumed”, said Lord Birkenhead, “that they are merely to appear as a 
witness before the Commission. This is not the case. They are invited inn 
spirit of great sincerity to co-operate as colleagues with the Commission. It is 
contem]dated that they shall prepare. In advance of the Commission’s arrival, or 
if they find themselves within that limited period unable to do it, a year later, 
their own proposals and. come before the CommissioB and say, “thdie are oiir 
siiggestloiia” We claim and they claim that the West cannot devise a eonsfitis- 
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tfoft fbr ihe Eattf that jon* caimot pot eastern wine into western bottles. Well, 
V|herBbe bdiindUiatdaim, andldonot doobtit,tlie sinceritY of real feeling, 
#e nflbfd diem an opportobity of confronting our Commission i^th their own 
pro p o sa ls, which can be analssed and criticised and can be accepted or rejected 
nApr that analysis mid critici^a. 

^'Farther on wears tdidSat “the Commission well develop in its actmties and 
wUle thmrwin retain contact wl|ththe committee of the Central Legislators as long 
as their deliberations extend to matters mth which the Central Legislature is prin- 
cipally concerned, they will temporarily lose contact when they are joohieying the 
provinces, but even here they will not be deprived of the constant refreshment of 
Indian opmion, fbr it is proposed-— 1 see no recognition of this fact in any of the 
Indian papers—^han in eveiy province in which they journey there will be created 
committees of the Provincial Legidatuies which will discharge the same consul- 
tative function with the Commissitk as is discharged at the centre of the Goveri^ 
meat by the committee of the Central Legislature. At no point, therefore, vdil 
the representatives of the Indian Legislatures be deprived of an opportunity 
of hifluencina the views of the Comihisnon.” 

“ Let us pause here and aidt ww all this comes to. Stripped of all superfluous 
verbiage it comes to nothing more than this that the Central Legislature will be 
adked to moint a committee to projMire their own proposals and to place them 
befbre the CSniimission#^ Hitherto in tan passages that I have quoted above theijb 
Is not even an indication that these cmnmittees will take part in the examination 
of witnesses or documents or that they will be at liberty even to submit imy 
report They are to place their proposals and try to persuade the Commission 
to accept them which will anaylse and criticise those proposals and in the aid 
may accept or rei^t them. They cannot vote at any stage of their contact idth 
the Gonumssion. ^ey are simply there to plead, to persuade, to urse and then 
to withdraw, and yet we are told that these committees will be the colleagues 
of the Commission. If an advocate can be a colleague of a Judge, if a person 
who is put on his trial can be the colleague of a jury then no doubt those com* 
ndttees will be the colleagues of the Commission. 

Macdonald Eloquence. 

“ It was left to Mr. Ramsi^ MacDonald, the leader of the opposition, to wax 
doqnent about the scope of these committees. He talked about the Indian 
Lif hdative Assembly as the Parliament of India and at one place in his speech 
lie observed that the Parliament of England was saying to the Parliament of 
Ifldia “we are going to regard yon as the representative of Indian opinion, we are 
gofaig to recognise you as having an authority, sanction and position like unto 
our own in your country and when we want to know what is going to be the 
constitution of India in fntute, when we want to know what the opinion of political 
India is, we appennt a Commission, you appoint a similar body and the two Com- 
missions working together in harmonious co-operation with eacu other are going 
to report to the House of Commons what the lines of the new constitution should 
te^TOs he says is not insulting to India but paying her the greatest oom- 

“ One shoi^ have thought after this eloquent description of the portion that 
the Indsan committees would really occupy a position of equally and would in 
trufli be able to submit a report to the House of Commons, but the rhetoric of 
this pfmsge begins to appear in its true proportions when we read another 
nonloi of Els speech towards (he end. For later on Mr. Ramsay MacDonald 
himself observed, “hb position and he thought the position of his friends was the 
^te t oh n d constitudonal position so frr as the House of Commons was con- 
cerned, that they could not give the Commission of the Indian L^islatore any 
filht tomakearepQrt.“ Mr. Ramsay MacDonald then argues that the Indian 
committee “was not our Conwnimion and we were not responsible lor it. It was 
not resnonsible to os and, theielbre, what objection was there to letting it he 
known dmt as frur as the Indian Commierion was concerned it coidd nike a 
ceponasit liked and it eoaldiefrain from making a report if it liked. The body 
mm whteh It owed its origin coidd deal tritii that report with exactly te same 
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Hreedom ms we woidd deal with oar owb feport.’’ He flattered Itesilf wllli the 
baBefthat^fthat position was known another large rock of sospidoa woifld ht 
le m ore d ^” 

'^Now it mky be asked what Is idl this If it Is not absdatidy oontaadhlf 
e1oc{ueace. The Indian committee may report to Its own Legislatnra and lit 
Legialatnre can deal with its report exactly with the same freedom as Pallia^ 
mcnt will deal with he report of ** Its Cmnmlssion.” But is not Parlianmnl the 
nltlmate aathorlty and what is the good o'* the Indian Idegislators enjoying tfm 
liberty of dealing with the report of its own committee when it knows that iti 
decisions are to be of; no greater value than mere proposals and that its 
report can not have the same constitational anthority attaching to It as will b elong 
to the report of the Commission in the eyes of Parliament 

Legislature’s Status. 

"I have ouoted these distinguished statesmen at length only because t am 
anxious to avoid any misunderstanding of their position. But 1 cannot hito 
feehng that they were either carried away by their own eloquence or they Imt 
that the assurances of equality coached in appealing terms and flattering aS 
they are to our vanity will be sufficient to allay our (bars and to assuage out 
feelings. Hitherto it has been customary with English statesmen to repodlate 
any claim on the part of the Indian Legislature representing as it does about g 
per cent of the population that it can speak for the teeming millions of Indliu 
Now a superficial view of Mr. MacDonald’s speech and the speeches of some 
other statesmen would make us believe that they have at last discovered what 
was not hitherto so obvious to them that the Indian Legislature can truly be 
said to represent the teeming millions of India. The fact of the . matter Is that 
when once you closely examine these speeches the conviction is forced on you 
that having decided to take this step His Majesty’s Government and the states- 
men of the other parties could only defend that position by an exuberance of 
language. 

Another Palliative. 

** There is yet another palliative provided and we are asked to reconcile our- 
selves to this scheme by remembering that at the next stage after the Coeuais- 
sion has presented its report, the proposals of the Government on it will be seatf 
according to precedent, to Wh the Houses of Parliament.” 1 have a distinct re- 
collection of the work of the Joint Select Committee in the year ipip. 1 was 
examined by it and so were many other Indian friends of mine. Constitutloaally 
the creation of such a committee is perfectly understandable and defensiblSi but 
constitutionally again I ask how is it possible for any Indian delegation whether 
of the committees of the Indian Legislatures or any other class of persons to 
claim equality with the select committee of Parliament or to diare responsibility 
with that select committee? Let not, therefore, the Indian position be mm* 
understood. At any rate the position ot our party is and has been that vdiile 
constitutionally the ultimate decision lies with Parliament there is nothing In 
the Act to prevent Parliament from taking in Indians into the Statutory Com- 
mission and giving them the right of participating In the recommendations of 
that Commission. A true spirit of co-operation and broad-minded statesmanship 
required that Indians should have b^ taken into the Commission and the 
creation of this cumbrous machinery of committees with all bombastic claims for 
Its equality can be no substitute either for a mixed commission or for n real 
Round Table Conference. 

Communal Fight 

^ When Lord Birkenhead and Lord Winterton referred to the Hindu-Mahn- 
medan differences in India in justification of the exclusion of Indians from this 
Commission I wonder whether they had forgotten the state of things that prevailed 
In another Dominion when a great statesman whose name m constitutional 
history has become immortal described in his inimitable laimoane the diflhraness 
that rent the public life of that country. Writing so tar back as about 
Canada Lord Durham wrote in one of his despatches as follows 9—^ The fliai 
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pdnt to which I would draw your atteutloB beiug one with which all other* an 
more len connected, it the existence a most mtter animosity between the 
Canadians and the Britii^ not as two parties holding different opinions and 
seeking different objects in respect to Government, but as different races 
engaged in a national contest. What may be the immediate subject of dispute 
seems to be of no consequence ; so surely as there is a dispute on any subject 
the great bulk^ the Canadians and the great bulk of the British appear ranged 
against each other. In the next place^ tne mutual dislike of the two classes 
extends beyond politics into social life, where, with some trifling exceptions 
again, all intercourse is confined to persons of the same origin. Grown up persons 
of a different origin seldom or never meet in private societies, and even die 
diildren, when they quarrel, divide themselves into Wenth and English like their 
pqjrents. In the. schools and the streets of Blontreal, the real capital of the 
Province, this is commonly the case.«.......«..Such a sentiment is naturally evinced 

rather by. trifles that by acts of intrinsic importance. There has beeen no 
solemn or formal declaration of national hostility, but not a day nor scarcely an 
hour passes without some petty insult, some provoking language, or even some 
serious mutual affront, occurring between persons of French and British descent.” 
But let us not forget that India is not Canada, and that these are not the spacious 
days of h Durham. 

The Indian Point of View. 

it must be a real tragedy if all of us have conspired together to dclr- 
bOrately misunderstand them, or to underrate their professions of helping ns on 
towards the goal. Speaking in the House of Commons Lord Win tenon assured 
that august assembly that ” evidence was daily accumulating that the raging, 
tearing propaganda against the Commission by ” certain persons who were always 
oppos^ to toe Government of India ” (the quotations are mine), as they were 
entitled to be, did not represent the Veal views ot a very large numter of people 
in India who took interest in these matters.” The strident dogmatism and 
emphasis which are the privileges of an Under-Secretary, more particularly when 
he has two flying visits to India to his credit, cannot for obvious reasons 
mccoTd with the serene and exalted position ol a Prime Minister, and accordingly 
we find Mr. Baldwin speaking in a different vein. ” That there should have 
been any misunderstanding” said Mr. Baldwin, ”i8 particularly regrettable, 
because it led to premature rejection of the proposals by the distinguished states- 
men of India who worked and co-operated with the Government during some very 
di&ult years since the Reforms came into force.” 

**lf Z^d Wintertott symbolises the spirit which has overcome the India Office 
then it is not by any means difficult to understand that he should be prepared 
to tell the House of Commons that the raging, tearing propaganda against the 
Commission is being conducted by certain persons who were ” always ” oppos^ 
to iht Orvernment of India, f do not wish to disclaim or disown my snare in 
riiat propaganda— -but it mutt he a remarkable comment upon the hold which 
Lord Winterton, or Lord Birkenhead and may 1 add the Government of India 
(1 do not exclude the Indian members thereoO have njmn the imagination or thd 
political iaitiwof men of * moderate-^ views that such sober, staid, thoughtful 
and cautious ^statesmen * (or it is more now to call them agitators) 

as Sir Sivaswamy Aiyar in Madras, ffir Cnimaalal Setalvad in Bombay: Sir 
Syed Ali Imam and Mr. Sinha in Bihar, Sir Ahdur Rahim in Bengal, the Maha- 
raja of Mafamudahad, Sahehsada Aftah Ahmad Khan and Mr. Chintamani in 
the United Provinces, all (ff whom have at one time or other held high office and 
have worked the Reform and * co-operated with the Government Airiim some 
very difficult years should in their frenzied seal for the ‘boycott' oTtBism- 
omened Commiukm forget themselves, and be false to their traditi^ And to 
those principles and convictions under the spell of which they otttM to work 
and did work the Reforms in the midst of popular obloquy and much misunder 
ttaniling on the part of the bulk of their own countrymen and their fimaer 
aSMciates in public life. All of them could not have hoped to he appointed 
MSB i bc r s of the' Commission and few of them could have on personal gfomids 
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liked the idea of bem^ taken away from their normal avocations in life for a 
period of two or three years. If their Englirii critics have oothing more to say 
in explanation of their conduct than that they are being actuated by disappolnt- 
roent. chagrin or pique, then 1 say— and say so with confidence— that that charge 
will have to be brought against an overwhelmingly large number of Indian 
politicians barring of course the faithful few who place caste, or creed, or class 
above the country. But I shall not waste your time or mine any more with 
refriting charges of this character. 

Worst Challenge. 

** I do not think a worse challenge has been thrown out over before to Indian 
nationalism, and notwithstanding the profuse assurances in Mr. Baldwin’s speech 
and the yet more profuse assurances In Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s speedii 
Indian Nationalists of the Moderate school have been compelled to ask if the 
only way of recognizing the spirit of co-operation is by telling Indians that their 
lot is to be ncfne otuer than that of petitioners, that they cannot be trusted to 
participate in the responsibility of making recommendations to Parliament for the 
future of their country, and that all that they may aspire to is to put their 
proposals before the Commission which may accept them or reject them, and 
again to repeat the same process of persuasion, argument and discussion before 
the Joint Committee of Parliament. Now if this is what is meant by co-<Mratlbn, 
if this is the new idea of equality of status on which we are to be fed, if our 
patriotism is a prejudice and if the patriotism of the seven members of Parliament 
18 to be treat^ as impartial justice, then we Liberals feel justified in telling the 
Government here and in England. '*You may do anything you like in t^ 
assertion of your right as supreme power, but we are not going to acquiesce in 
this method of dealing with us. Neither our self-respect nor our sense of duty 
to our country can permit us to go near the Commission.” 

” It seems to me that the entire position has been from the Indian point of 
view so well summed up by Colonel Wedgwood in his letter to Lala Lajpat Rai 
and it so vividly r^resents the feeling of many of us that I make no apology for 
quoting a portion of it here: ’’Petitioning for little scraps of liberty” says 
(Lionel Wedgwood, ” is a dirty business, and there has been too much of it. You 
lose your self-respect and you will get despised. I was always against non-co- 
coperation as you know and I am so still. Take what share in governing you 
can ; use every power and every opportunity afforded by the Government of India 
Act. That is not ’ crawling’ but worth while fighting, and incidentally may help 
to wipe out some of those curses of ” Mother India”. But this Commission does 
not require your help. There is no need to stand in the witness-box and bo 
cross-examin^ by persons of no great importance who have not before shown 
any interest in your views of feelings. They can easily get the case up from the 
evidence and reports laid before the Muddiman’ Committee. Officials can supjdy 
all the facts and are likely to do so with more impartiality, not less, if the victims 
are dumb. Or if they like they can read the newspapers. Open (or empty) 
minds can easily get food and they as easily forget it”. 

” 1 am afraid, however, there are some among our countrymen who feel that 
we riiould not allow judgment to go by default, that we should- not throw away 
an opportunity like this of putting our case before the Commission and througn 
It before Parliament. They feel that it is a mercy that Lord Birkenhead had 
not appointed one or two * safe’ or * tame’ Indians who might easily have made 
the pGMiition for us worse. Again there are those who obsessed b> communal 
feeling hold that the Mahomedans may steal a march on the Hindus and the 
iatter may afterwards have to regret that they did not follow the good example 
of the former. Those who rejoice in dils decision, because they have been saved 
fi’om the worse calamity of being represented by bad Indians on this Commission, 
probably assume that we should have been prepared to acquiesce in the appoint* 
ment or such Indians or that their support of the recommendations ^ their 
European colleagues would have made the task of the Government much easier dr 
imposed on us some sort of obligation to acquiesce in the decisions of tinse un- 
patriotic Indians. 
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No Spoilt to be Divided. 

^ ** To Hindus who are afraid of the Mahomedans getting a ridier share of die 
spcnls I have only one thing to say and it is that there are are no spmls to be 
divided. Besides, in my opinion, it is nmther just nor fair to the Muslim com- 
munity of India as a whole to attribute such questionable motives. When one 
remembers the alacrity with which distinguished Muslim leaders who have 
hitherto occupied such a large space in the public life of the country have de- 
nounced the exclusion of Indians from this Commission and declared in no 
faltering^ or hesitating terms their firm resolve to have nothing to do with this 
Commission. One should not find it difficult to reconcile oneself to the attitude of 
some other Muslim leaders in the Punjab or Bengal— at present the two plague- 
spots of Indian communalism— who have on an occasion like this placed^ their 
community above their country. So long as the Muslim community in India can 
boast of iiiren like Mr. Jinnah, Dr. Ansari, the Maharaja of Mahmudabad, Sir 
Saiyed Ali Imam. Mr. Hasan Imam and some others (I am not referring to those 
who are confirmed Swarajists or *£xtrcmitts*) so long it may be truly said that 
notwit^tanding much of a depressing character that there may be at present 
in our Internal situation there is hope for Indian nationalism. Holding the views 
tha\*l uo on the Hindu-Mahom^an question I feel that these distinguished 
leaders would be perfectly justified in pressing for the protection of the interests 
of their minority community in any scheme of constitutional advance that may 
seriously be considered at present. But it is all their honour and credit that on 
a critical occasion like this they should not have allowed their duty to their com- 
munity to prevail against their duty to their country. 

Function and Duty of the Liberal Party. 

** In the situation created by the decision of His Majesty’s Govemn^t the duty 
of the Liberal Party in India to my mind is absolutely plain. If tlm Libetal Party 
in India is now ask^l to accept the new doctrine of co-operation which means 
that it must always subordinate its will to the higher will not of Parliament but of 
its agents then clearly the time has come when we should say that that is not our 
conception of co-operetion. Much as the Liberal Party would like to work in an 
atmosphere of good-will, much as it woule like to avoid all bitterness, much as 
it would like to help in the task of an ordered aqd safe development of the cons- 
titution it cannot be a pray to an arrangement which is wholly destructive of that 
spirit of mutal confidence which alone can be get co-operation. It cannot be a 
party to anything which is inconsistent with the honour and self mpect of India 
and Its moral rignt to effectively articipate in the determination of its constitution 
nor can it in to zeal for co-operator forget its duty to the country in a crisis of 
this charactej. We cannot and we should not allow our energies any longer 
to be dissipated in the barren and thankless task of party factions and squabbles, 
and I honestly think that the time has come when we should make an earnest and 
honest endeavour to open a new chapter in our history. 1 do not plead for the 
sudden merging of one party into another, that must be left to the irresistible 
forces of time. But I do plead for common and joint wmrk through the chosen 
representative of each party in the preparation of a scheme of self*gmrnment to 
be presented to the country and to^rariiament. That challenge has been thrown 
to us repeitgdly during the last four years and we ought to accept it. 

Hindu-Moslem Unity. 

** Coming to the question of HIndu-Moslem Unity be said, ** There may be 
merit in the protection of animal life, but the destruction of human life cannot 
bring any merit in this world or the next, ffimilarly I imagine that howsoever 
much music at certain times and at certain places may be distasteful to some, 
they have no right to impose their views on others. To my mind riiese are 
questions which cannot be solved by an arid discussion of legal or customary 
rights and if that could be done we would have to pay dearly for such solotion, 
Toeir solution depeiids upon a healthy recognirion of the equal rights of alL 
Shuddhi, Sangathan and Tabtigh may be very good war cries mr a community 
which Is beat upon destroying its own house but they 111 become a couwmmity 
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vIridittatanieriQiiiaIxmt biiildliigiipMedificeofa permanent character Ibr 
iMf and for its posterity. Far be it from me to suggest or expect 
wt either the Hindus or the Mahomedans, who are acedstomed to look upon 
Asia as the cradle of religion, who pnde themselves upon being the custodians 
of the rich treasures of 'spiritual’ tradition left to us by our great ancestors, 
should in their quest for material advancement squander away those treasures, 
but if we want to bring ourselves into line with the modem world, we should 1 not 
waste those treasures in achieving ignoble ends wholly inconsistent with our 
professions of nationalism. The progress of all states— and particularly those 
comprising peoples of different races and different religions— has been towards 
a secularisation of the state, whidi does not mean the destruction of the spiritual 
life of their peoples. When this is recognised, I think there will be no room left 
in our public life^ for leaders of a certain type— leaders who by inflaming religious 
passion and letting loose the forces of bigotry and intolerance are narrowing our 
sympathies and paralysing generous thought and co-operative action. 

" Discussing at length the majority and minority question that is at present 
raging in the country, he said "1 earimstly urge that we should apply ourselves 
senously to the task of reducing our ideas to writing on the question of a suitable 
constitution for India and when we undertake that work we should definitely deal 
with the question of providing protection for the minorities and other daftes 
requiring special protection. It is only then that we shall be able to aonrectate 
the importance of those Issues and the paramount necessity of a spirit of com- 
promise. 

Lines of Constitutional Advance. 


" It is not my intention to discuss at any length the broad principles on which 
we Should proceed to prepare the draft constitution. There are, however, just 
a fow observations which 1 shall permit myself to make. It is no longer a question 
whether western wine can be poured into eastern bottles. That question was 
answered by Parliament m far back as 1917 and 1919 and notwitfaatanding the 
mt that kindly friends remind us now and again that parliamentary institutions 
have failed in Europe and that they are scarcely suited to the conditions of India 
and are wholly out of accord with our history and our temperament the issue is 
as to whether we prefer to remain under what Mr. Montagu described as a 
wooden and ante-diluvian system or whether we shall tread the path which has 
bMn t^den not only in the West but idso in the East whenever a^ wl^rever 
there has been a general awakening. There is no doubt t^t we shall commit 
mistakes and perhaps blunders, but we shall profit by our experience as 
nations have. Originality in politics and constitution making may be very 
tempting, but it is at best a doubtful game. ^ 

" I, therefore, think that so far as we are concerned, there is no going back 
on the ideal of responsible government, that is to say, a form of government in 
which tte executive will be responsible to the legislature. The electorates have 
to be widened and to be educated but we cannot wait until their education has 
reached, a stage of perfection. Such electorates exist nowhere. The process 
of their education is an ever-continuing one and no doubt in India along with an 
extensive and intensive programme of educating our 'masters* we shall have 
to depend upon the repeated exercise of the franchise as a powerful educative 
factor. Similarly our pogrees towards full responsible government may be 
what retarded but it cannot be Indefinitely postponed because we cannot defend 
ourselves on our borders. For the present state of our helplessaess, responsMlity 
must rest on other shoulders but there again the question should te of not ai^ 
poiating oommission and shelving their reports or toying with the problesl tot^ 
evolviag and executing a policy of military training asid organuatlon in relation 
^ ^ self-governing and not in relation to an 

India which may after a centuty hm to be near the ralfiiment of its 
aerations. Again 1 think that with all the difficulties that tiw problem of Indian 
States pressntsjt sheuid not be difficult to establ^ with their consent ■ sjstemof 

reiatiomto thiiin’ediich ffKNild on tile one band preserve their autononiy and 
2^5^ »fo linu with the profressive smltM 

ihe ifiiM mi bshonael visualtetimfotoreill^fo^aid toanuMflaconsleting 
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of Merited sutet in direct and well-deined relationship with Indian atatte 
under the aepie of British Crown, as an equalmember of the British Comnoa- 
wealth of Nations, and not as a dependency under the stewardiyp of a district 
India Odke exercising over os the functions of an earthly Providences 

** If all that is passing at the back of the minds of the high and M nighty at 
the ncsent time iS how best to make the working of dyarchy smooth, without 
touching the central government add without affecting the position of the Secre- 
tary of State, then 1 think there is a wide gulf which divides us from them. 
Neither the establishment of a ‘‘separate purse*’ for the two halves of the govern- 
ment, nor the duplication of legislatures for the two halves, nor the establishment 
of dd-fashioned second-chamber at Delhi can in any degree satisfy any section 
of Inteliigent Indian opinion. I should be the last person to ignore the necessity 
for providing for prmr and . adequate safeguards against hasty legislation or 
action calculaM to aflect internal security or weaken our national aafoty.” 


Pteeeediiig* and Reaolnttona. 

SBCOND DAY—38TH DBCBHBBR i»27. 

1 •— oCondolenee. 

Ss-asssmbling on the next day with Sir T4 Bdiadur Sapm in the 
chair, the Federation passed a resolution of oondolenoe at the deaths of 
Mr. C. 8. Deole, Bao Bahadur V. B. Pandit and Mr. J. B. Sen who had 
been staunoh Liberals. 

2. — Boycott of Statutory Commission. 

Sir Sivaswami diyer then moved the following principal resolution - 
The Ketiooal Liberal Federation ie etrongly of opfafon that the oAoial anaoeneei- 
mSat made abont the coneUtotlon of the Statutory Conmleiion and the fnnetloae of the 
oomnittees of Indian Ifgielatnree ie onaeoeptable, ae it flagraatlj denlea the right of the 
Indian people to participate on equal feme in framing the fntare eonetitntlon of tho 
eonntry, that the legielaturee and Indiane Uiroughont the oountrj ehonld bavo notbing 
la do' with tho Commieeioa at any etago or in any form and that the Ooaaoil of tho 
ftdeiation be anthorieed to take all neoemaiy etepe to give effeet to thh reeolntioB. 

Sir Stvaewami AITBB, eaid the resolution wee intended ae • proteet 
ogeintt the eonetitution of jbhe Commlmon and the prooedure to be Icdlowed 
by it. Even Lord Birkenbeed bed to admit that An terma of the etetnte 
did not forbid the appointment of a mixed pommimion. He had eaid that 
it waa obviona that the Commieaion muat be pnrely pnrliamentery. But to 
^e epeeker it wae far from bbvjous. What wae very obviona wee that the 
atatote impShed no fettere at all on the Ctovemment ae regards the eon- 
•titntioD of the Oommiation. If eo, it wee no right or aooepted mode of 
oonetmetioD to refer to whet paaeed in the minde of the Iremere of the 
etiMte. Sir Siveewamy quoted to aupport of hie etetement the dielum of 
Lord mabniy that tho poreone worst qualified to intmrpret tho stetoto wort 
its fiameri, who would bo tempted to import what wae in their minde and 
not what wae jostMablo by the plain meaning of the eMnte. 

AhoAer gnmnd on which Ae perliementafy eommiaaioa wee^aeiighl 
to be justified wae one of exparietiee, namely, Ae n eeee rity of g e t t ipi >2 
naeidmooB report and notsseking Ae ComasiaaioD unwieldy by adfBiig vr 
preaentetiTee of different intereste hi Ae eoontiy fneluding Ae eborigfnee 
and* Ae depreseed ehmee. Tbe epeaker wiAed Ae Oovemnmiit who pnl 
enA eu^Astie on Ae repreeenlelioD the ffa pr ee i e d elaeeee and Ae ibAh 
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giim had tha ««# taster lafMd far Oaoi hi Spslh Af rha sad Kasyi* 
Tha OorarDBiant had sot is tha paat baas datarrad hf faar of sswiaUisaat 
io makisa aimiUr aosastateoa rapraamrta^Ta. 

Tat aoothar raaaoo adranoad waa that dfifari^ raparla mfibt ba 
praaantad to PailiaaMot, sraktiia ft diflIeoH for tbat to jodfa batwaan 
tham. Tha apaakar sarar thought tbi^ roeh a poor opiaioQ of tha total* 
liganoa of ParliaBaast wosld ba as prewad hj acrah a dfatingslahad mambar 
of Parllamant aa Lord Birkanhaad. Graotad that l^rltaaaaiit Lad tha 
oltisiata right to detarmiiia lsdia*a fata-— thosgh arao tkia waa not graotad 
hj aoma— Imt asraly it did not follow from t^a that Indiana ahoold ba 
denied the right of paitiefpating in the eondoet of tha preliminary ingsiry 
and the dalibemtiona of ^ Commiaalon on equal tantia with tha other 
membara. 

It hid baen alatad, aontinuad Sir SiTaawamy. tbat pmaiing ganaroaity 
had baan ahown by tha GoTammant in the propoaad aohemd of tha aaaooiatioa 
of tha oommittaaa of lagialataraa with the Gommiaaion. ' But the Libarala 
ware prepared to forego thia unique eoneaaaioot to throw it away in' farour 
of a oooTantiont aooh.aa waa oonranad to tha oaaa of the dominiona Ilka 
Aoatralia and South Afrioa» to frame a aohama which Fbrliamant would 
only hare to adopt. It had farther been oontendad that the boyoott would 
recoil on the haada of thoaa wbo wielded that weapon. Sir Siraawamy 
nttarad a note of warning and aaid what the Federation intended by the 
boyoott waa different from what waa intended by other partiaa. The 
Liberala limited tha term to tha Commiaaion only. 

Aa for the argument that the judgment of tha Commiaaion would go by 
default, tha apaakar waa aura that Sir John Simon and tha other membara 
would not be ao ill-adriaed or ungenaroua aa to adopt any raaotionary 
maaanrea. Gono1oding» the apaakar dedarad that eran a worm would turn and 
aran a Liberal would ahow hia raaantmant at tha inault of tha Oommiaifon 
by rafuaal to ooroparata with it. 

Seoondiog tha raao1ation« Sir Moropant JOSHI aaid tha aritica of the 
boycott moramant had bean flaunting before tham the poaaibility of diaordar 
breaking out of it and that tha Liberal Federation might ba partly reapon- 
aible for that oonaaqnanoa. He wanted to make it aa clear aa poaeibla that 
tha-' aola raapooaibility for anything that might happen in the country hare* 
after would be on tha GoTarnmant and the GoTarnmant alone. (Chaara.) 
Aa at proaant oonatitotad. Indiana had loat tha poaition of vantage which they 
would have had aa membara and oo-aquala of tha Commiaaion. They had on^ 
tha poaition of anpplianta at the bar. The infaranca from tUa waa that Indiana 
were not fit to ait with the European membara. The Libarala reaented aueh 
a atigma caat on Indiana not for ita immadiata alliota but bacauaa ft might 
be uaad aa a piecadant in future. 

Referring to the argument that toe boyoott might not ba affactivat the 
apaakar adndttad it might not be aa affaettva aa in Egypt* but a larga aaettoa 
of the fntailigaiitaia ii the country who counted In political mattara wonid 
not go to tha CommMon. That waa enough for htoi. 

Boo Bahadur DAMLBi aupporttog tha motiooa tiionght that 
wo^ not mtaund am tand tha dlaj^y aall-reapaol os dm paiO of Is^ 
bag would iithor treag her wWi eontempl if almloek dm fsmit dowm 
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wail thaidoia. no groood for the ap^eelieiiiioo exprenad hf Load 
Bfnlisihatliidla’i eaioae would anffer a polioj af hafoatt 

Bdm Bhagsvali Saian Siogh, Mr. ChaoiU GaadhL Mr. IL K MmOm 
•D d oiliaia addiaaied the Federatioa aopportiog the latoMMii. 

Mr. CHINTAMANly who next lupported the raioiiitfooi deohred that 
the BtaMtoiy CommUoii waa the derioe propoaed hr Mr. MonUga !a 
Older to auike India*! pdlitloal adTaooe automatio. Mr. Montagu intended 
the 1919-fiefonna aa the fiiat atop on the road to aeli-gOTernmenti that 
OoTemon and Go?erDora*General ahould work them with thia idea and aa 
if they ware reaponaible to the legialatuTea and that they ahould be on their 
guard aga^Mt employing argumenta againat the grant of aelf^vemment on 
the ground of lnd& haTing no anny of her own or of her ^uoational pro- 
greaa not being wide enough'. In the light of Mr. Montagu'a intention the 
enonnity of the offence againat Indiana aelf-reapeot by thia Commiaaion would 
beieaUiMKL 

Gootiouing, Mr. Chintamani eharged every Governor in the country 
and the Secretary of State for India with deliberate, peraiatent and con* 
tomptwna refusal to co-operate with Indian opinion. He charged them 
alao with ineapaci^ to show any aenae of reaponaibility in dealing with the 
problema of India. It waa not necessary for Sir John Simon to give up 
his poaitbn in England and come to India to find out the lull responsibility 
for the diaastrouo state of eduoatiooal backwardness in the country. It 
waa^ the Government which ahould shoulder the responsibility for it. If 
Indians had been appointed on the Cbmmission they would have convinced 
that body of this. 

Mr. Chintamani referred to Lord Sinha’a statement that the boycottera 
should remember Sir Surendranath Baneijea, Mr. Gokhale and Mr. Dadabhai 
Naorqji and ask themaelvea whether ^ese revered leaders would have 
approved of the atop. The speaker contended that he had no doubt what- 
ever that neither of Uiem would have disapproved of it Mr. Chintamani 
said the otgeot of the Tory Government ui hurrying the appointment of the 
Commission waa not to follow up Mr. Montagu’s policy, waa not the intro- 
duction of further reforms, but either to perpetuate ^e ttaius gvo or modify 
it so aa to amount to retrogression. It might be asked why not in that case 
try to prevent the mischief by giving evidence before the Commission. If 
he had the least ground for cberiahing the illusion that their evidence would 
In any way influence the Commission he would have advocated giving 
evidence before it. But he had no such illusioo. On the other hand, one 
serious harm would be done by the country co-operating with the Com- 
mission npliieh em^ then claim to have heard all varieties of opinion in the 
country and yet to have come to adverse decisions. He wanted to deprive the 
Commiaaion of the moral authority to make this claim which Indiana would 
toantonly have presented it if they i^ve evidence before it. Aa for the 
argument that Ind» was not united, he asked if the British Government put 
this question to Ireland when she waa made a free State. 

Mr, Chintamani concluded with the declaration that the resolution was 
Intended to jhow that the Liberals were as ready aa, if not more than others 
to do everything to uphold and sustain the honour of the country and 
promote its interests. Be announced that the Indian Asaooiation of Calcutta 
had intimatod that tfcu Bengal libeiils were opposed to the pcdicy of boycott. 

The resolntkm was tiien put and unanimously passed. 
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Sir PliiroM SitiiDft tlien movadL 
Strongly ttifing tlifti Indian niiraMiitalte <m tht iMfoe of Nfttim 

mltonnl or tnpml OimteronoM afaonld bo by dolegotlon prodomlninUy Indloa In Hi 
omnpQoition and led bj ao-Indian, 

Ho Mid nil thab the rooolatioa « demniulQd wia that tho GoTormnont 
ihoold oonTort into pooitiTO ootaon too lip sympathy which too GoTom- 
moot had shown to tho prinoiplo of Indians loading Indian dologations* Two 
snocossivo Law Mombors had oxprossod tho OoTommontfs agroomont with 
too prinoiplo on difforont occasions. 

An amendment to insert tho words * preferably elected by the Isglr 
latnrcs ’ after tho word * composition ’ was moYod, bat it fell through for want 
of a seconder. Tho original rosolation was then unanimously passed 

4. — A Scheme of Rooponoiblo Gorl. 

Bao Bahadur Kale moved 

That a oommittee oonsifting of Sir Tej Bahsdar Baprn as ohainnaa and Sira- 
owami Aiyer, Sir Cbiroanlsl SetelTidt Mr. Chintamani and others as members, with 
powers to add, be constitoted in order to formulate, as far as may be in oo^peimiion 
with similar committees of other political organiiations in the ooontry, a sohenw of 
responsible gorernment and that the oommittee do lubmit its report to the Council of the 
Federation as early as practicable. 

The resolution was largely supported and unanimously passed. The 
Federation then adjourned. 


THIRD DAY--29TH DBCBMBBR 1927. 

5. — Rural Reconstruction. 

The Federation re-assembled on this day and passed the following reso- 
lutions. Mr. G. K. Devadhar moved the following resolution - 

Affirming that the condition of the masses in India was deplorable owing to their 
poverty, low physical stamina and lack of education and strongly nrging upon tbs 
Qovernment and the people of India the urgent need for initiating adequate and suitable 
measures for the improvement of their moral, material and physical condition, and for 
this purpose earnestly recommending the ^emotion of free and oompnlsory edncatlon 
among boys and girls alike, development of agrieoltnre, expansion of the oo.operative 
mdvement and other schemes for debt redemption, initiation of sohemes for rnral rsoons- 
trnotion, improvement of village sanitation by systematic propaganda for spreading a 
knowledge of the laws of health and by inUodnotion of organisations like village pan* 
cbayatSL 

6. — Inter-Communal Relations. 

The next resolution ran as follows - 

(a) This Federation places on recorded its deep conviction that in the interest of the 
general progress of the country and in particular for the early attainment by India of 
scsponsible Government it is of paramount importance that the unfortunate difisrenoss of 
a communal character should be composed, and in order to remove this serious menace 
to the progrem of the country this Federatfon calls upon all Its members to promote 
and actively support every moment calculated to bring about a better understanding 
between Hindus and Muslims' and to plm the relations of the two communities upon an 
hMOurmble footing of toleration in religions matters and on the basis of unity in polttical 
amtlers a just representation of minorities in the legislatures and with due regard to 
cflkdsnev in the nublie Icrviosi cl the country. 

(b) \bis Federation eordially afgweeiatea threameetiiesaol: the distinguished MaMlm 
imden who have put forward the sebeam tor settlenMnt cl tba cntitaiidiBg diflsrcncss 
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«fae Slidi wui UmOm onmiaHtet and aagginli tlii tutooi Hm dl lU 
idttlMMt riwM hidliniid atanaady dale bf Hal j tiaaled lapiaaaMim at 
MMmmiiMat la saidiidtaf aaeh Mahie ao^ifwiBliaB aa win todio aoaiplala agtMaMilk 

M TUi Jfedaatta aOnaa ml aatiaaal paMoUaai aWaUI ba iba loaodalta of la- 
paauHailfa iaalttattaa and that aacib p^oflaB m btal ba devatopeif by a wptmm of 
loiat Mamratea mtIM by ft aem l h m at arm for tepaclaalaitaoilliaa anlil aaeb Itaaa 
aa fe aw/ be DOMftila with m«Ded.wm at Iba mnuiitki aoMenad to dfayaaaa with Iba 
memitaaloam. 

— Saadharat C aaiaii tta a*4 Rapoft. 

Mr! Httra Sitehr tban vioaed tlial>- 

(a) While feoafaMaf Hwl the neoBBieiidaliooa of tbe Mlaa Sasdbarat Ooaivltlea 
doaot aatlafj Indiao aapliaAfOBaibe Federatfoa deidorea Ihe delay and nnwillinyneaa of 
the 'OoTernneDl ^ ghB «fieot to then, ee Ibey nark a beyinniny In Indianliatim of the 
b^ber ranaa of Ibe Army in India and nreea that no lime abonld be loat in carrying 
themoni. 

(b) Tbia Federation farther nrgea that a progreoaire reduction abonld be carried ont 
In Ibe aatio of the Briliab to ihe Indian troope till tbe Army in India la completely India* 
niaed* 

— Condition of Indnatrial labour* 

Mr. N. M. Joahi moved tbe next resoldtion 

Beoommending to tbe Goeernment of India to appoint a committee to enquire into 
tbe condition of indnatrial labour anoh aa wagea, honra of work, unemployment and 
unproTided for aickncaa and to aoggeet rmuedial legialatiee meaaurea, when found neoea* 
aary, a* eatabliabing a maohinery for fixing minimum wagea, for reduction of boura of 
work, for eatabliabing unemployment and health inaoranoe and eatabliabing maohinery 
for aettling indnatrial diaputet, Tbe Federation recommended to all Liberala in the 
oonntry to help tbe working olaaaea to organiae themaelrea into nniona for protecting their 
intereata and mntnally helping themielvea by co-operati?e efforta. 

The Federation also paaied two resol utiong, pnt from the Chair, one 
relating to Indian states and the other to the Indian mercantile marine : — 

9.-» Indian Statue. 

The firat noted with aatlafaotion that certain atatea had made a beginning in tbe 
direction of introducing repreeentative inatitutiona in their territoriea and ho|ied that all 
Indian atatea would take early atefu to bring thehr a miniatratlon into acoord with modern 
ideaa of pTogrcaaire Goremment. 

10. — Indian Murcantilu Marino. 

Tbe leoond while welcoming tbe eatabliabment of tbe training abip * DnFerin* in 
Bombay atrongly urged on (be OoTcrnment of India with a view to make tbe training abip 
a anoeeaa, the neoeaaity for taking Icgislatire notion (1) to enanre compnlaory employment 
on ooaatal ahipa of Indiana aa offioera and engineera in accordance with the reoommenda* 
ticn of tbe Indian Mercantile Marine Committee, to rearrre the coastal trade to Indian 
■hipping, (S) to help Indian ahipping to participate in the oreraeas trade of India, (8) to 
adopt eflectire meaaorea to derelop tbe ahip-boilding industry, and (4) to legislate for tbe 
abolition of the deferred rebates system. 

11. — Inpuriul Policy in Euat Africa. 

Tbe^^pent resolution opposed the new polmy of aawoiating the immigrant oommnni- 
ties In the reeponeibiiitifs and trnateeahip of tbe Government of JBaat Afiioa and urged 
Hii Ma}r8ty*a Government tn retain all polltioal poweia in its own bands and not to 
advance the polltioal atatea of either immigrant oornmnuity till a fair proportion ot tbe 
imtivea attained franohlao on common property and vdaoational qnaliflaaliona and 
aonki obtain an eflcctive share in repree* ntalion election on a common regieter. 

Tbe reiolotion also protested against tbe noo-inolnaion of a ‘oingto Indian member 
an the Bait African Commiaaioo. 

12.-Dapfaaaad Claaaat. 

PfopoMd by Mr* Y. M# Cbapdnvarlmr tba FederatiOD paaaedA teablotioii, 



tm §n pnHmekd O t i wt nmmm mi towa ><dH|» lU m iiw rtlf «l i U mt lig 
iqMltiniitrllitawudtf iQMftriblMlo«bildf^«C tlw ^iffinid dHim 
at tmktag tMr •dMtlliMi fna a»A wgiac ihc OmnnMli !• opti tiM 

llMdoorofillMrTloei »Bd««lMlDrtiMad»iM^ ol i% miMMm btlomfat m “ 

far amtlaffwaaolk mh&m fidly qtfallMi 


The IPnaUMk thorn wide e feeliiiK xeferetioe to the kie Bokim iinel 
E3ifto end hie greel eervioii to the oeiiee of lodleii oatioiielleiii eepeeSellf la 
the reoondlietioo of eommaiiitiee. The preaiditoit moved e xeeoliitioa of 
owdoIeBoe whUi wee peeeed in aolema atlenoe. 


IS. — Beefel Deleeoee ead Lead Reveaae Feliej. 

The FedeiatloD then adopted ^e following reaoliitione put from the 
Chair 

(1) ProfaeUag agelmfe the taordliiete d«l«y made bj neerl j every provlnelel Govero^ 
nent la cerrylag tato eftet the iMaameadation of the Joint 8deet (^bHIoo of Phrlla* 
monte that tho geaeial prinoipko of load aiieri mcnt ohoald be embodied in legieletlon ead 
niging that thie ehonld be done withont delay ; and 

(S) itrongly reitmting ite protest aeafnm the oontinned detention of many perioae 
in Bengal onder the Oriminal Law Amesdiiient Act, 1986, and nrgiog that aJJ of them 
ehonld be cither Mt free or tried nnder the Ordinary Criminal Law, 


1 4. — OecI oration of Policy. 

By the next raeolution .the Federation adopted a itatement of policy 
in relation to the Statutory Gommieeion. 

The Liberal party's manifeeto reiterated all the arguments advanced by 
the Liberals so far against agreeing to go before the Statutory Commission 
and oonoluded 

The aooeptanoe of the propocais of the Qovernmen t does not appear to the Liberal 
party to bo oonslstent with the self-respeot of India or with their nnanswerable claim that 
indiane ehonld have an cHeotifo share in the determination of the eonstltntion of their 
ownooiintry. It is obvions from all the proceedings in Parlihment that this Btaintory 
Commission is to be need as a precedent for the future. In the opinion of the Lfberiu 
party, India ongbt not to be snbject to repeated enqoiries by periodic oommisiions, wbioh 
are bound to be detrimental to the development of her national life and oonstitotion, and 
the time has come when a permanent and durable oonstitotion capable of automatio 
growth and development should be framed by a competent and repreeentatlve body. Bveii 
open the assnmption, whiob the Liberal party re podiates, that there is need for fnrtber 
period io enquiries, the Liberal party oanaot, while sooepiing the oonstitnllofial position 
that the final aothority aooordlng to the oonstitotion is Pnrlinmrnt, nooept the precedent 
of a Btatntory Commimlon from which Indians are now ezolnded and will always be 
exolnded in fntnia. In short. In the opinion of tbs Liberal party, tbs Stntstory Com- 
mimion fails to satisfy the test of properly oonstitnted oommiisioD, with adequate Indian 
repreeentation, nor does it amonnt to a round table oonfsrenee. It Is n bore and empbatto 
asssrtipn of the right of Parliament, not only ae the final aothority to pace the eonetitotion 
for India, bot also to adopt an esolosively British agency for exploring the avenaos of 
progrees, and it ia at the same time a negation of lndia*t claim that it shoo Id havo an 
effective part in the determination ol her constHation. In them eircamstances and for 
thees teasons, the Liberal party have come to the conolaslon that they ehoold have nothing 
to do with the Commission at any stsge, to any extent or in sny form. 

The Federation then adopted aome formal reaolutiona r^anlipg the 
aleotion of teoretariaai ata, and aooapted Sir Tcj Babadnr'a invitation to 
hold the next aeaaion at Allahabad in 1928. The aeaaion thereupon diaperaad. 


The All-India Muslim League. 

For some time peat fears were eotertaioed about a split among the 
Muslims over the quesUon of the vanne of the AlMndia Muslim Lei^e. 
SeTeral efforts at compromise were made but all these failed and two 
sessions of the League were held at the same time, one in Calcutta according 
to the decision of the Council of the League held at Delhi on December 11th, 
and another at Lahore in pursuance of the former decision of the Same 
Council held on Not. 20th. At the meeting of the Council at Delhi on Dec. 
11th the attendance was poor as out of 800 members only two doaens were 
present, but a substantial number of votes bad been secured by rival sections 
by prosy. Among those present the JPunjab was strongly represented and 
others consisted of members from the United Provinces and Delhi. A couple 
oi nours before the appointed hour an informal exchange of views started 
and compromises were suggested to secure unanimity of decision. His 
Highness the Ago Ehan*s statement had created a difficult position for his 
supporters as most of the votes secured by proxy proceeded on the assump- 
tion* that His Highness the Aga Khan would agree to his election. They, 
however, still hoped that if the Council of the League invited His Highness 
the Aga Khan, he might yet reconsider his decision and respond to the call 
bf the community. The compromises informally discussed were : —session 
at Calcutta with Sir Muhammad Shafi as president or a session at Lahore 
with His Highness the Aga Khan as president. Both parties, however, were 
doubtful regarding the votes that the other had op its sleeves because the 
issue depended on those votes. The following is the official report issued by 
Dr. Kiteblow, General Secretary of the League 

Aooordiog to notiooi a meeting ot the Oounoil of the AlUIndia Mailim League was 
to be held in the office of the Lragne, bat aa Hakim Ajroal Eban wai unable to attend on 
aooonnt of illncM, the meeting waa, at his reqoeat, held at hia reaidenoe. Twenty-three 
membera attrnded. Hakim A](nal Khan preiided. Malik Feroie Khan Noon asked for 
a statement from the general secretary as to the circamatanoa in which he had called 
the meeting. Dr. Kitoblew explained that be bad received letters and telegrams from 
Bengal^ Mat'raa and other plaoea expreroing the diaappointment of leading men of tboae 
places at thb venne fixed and the president-elect and asking for reconsiderai ion of both 
* these points. He farther added that he had called the meeting under Bale 19 of the consti- 
tution of the Lfagnsi which gave him full powers to oall a meeting if he thought it 
neoeasaiy- The president of the League, Mr. Jinnah, bad been consulted in the matter 
and so the meeting bad been called. 

ObjecUpp was taken by Maulafia Mahomed AH and others at the manner in whieh 
Malik Ferose Eban Noon had taken pains to cross-examine the general seoretary and it 
was pointed out that if any objection was to be taken, it should be taken in the form of a 
segnlar point ot order. 

Accordingly, Mr. Noon raised the point that the meeting was not in order. 

This elicited a lengthy and interesting discussion in the course ot which it wae 
pointed out by Malik Barkat AH and others that Role 19 gave full powers to tbe eeosetaiy 
to oaU a meeting when he thought it necessary, that the facts and oircnmatancea quoted 
by the secretary dearly showed that reconsideratioo wae neceeeary, and that the meeting 
could not in law go behind the diioietion vested in the secretary. He further deelaitd 
that the point that the matter having once been deeided ehonld not be reeonddeied nnder 
any oireametancee had abeolotely no foundation nnder the eonstitntion of the Leem. 
In faet, the Connell ot the League wae a body with plenary juiiadiotta cad it had in^ 
herited powers to ooneider tte deeieion. 
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Mltt^dtoQMte«&d iEt(QQOvd«BMfrU^ ol tlii wMxsl mridMil 

Idled Oiftt tiM iru quite te «cdn lal 

ThAdtaemioiL ol the tt«ntoiiihB«ciaidft wMiMpmMdtdiHiK TheqtMlIimhl 
eenne bed to be lekea diet nadir the ralee el the Leegm, A eery lengthy dteenadon teib 
{Jeee ia erhteh Sir HnbnmnMd Iqbel, Mnlib IbroMKhna Noon; Mnnlnne Heemt Mohaal. 
Melik Bethel All, PU Tejeddtn, Mealeae Meboned AH. Dr^Bienddin, Sheikh Abdntleh. 
Mr. Ahdnl Aiii end othere toik pert. After eenridereble diionvion votee were token Md 
itweefonadtfaetSleoteewereiatofonrofOelenttoeadSlinlivonr of Lehote. Ont of 


tkeee^ 74 end 41 eotei^ reepeetiirely. for Oelentto end Lahore, were of ebeeatee BMeehera 
who nnder the mlee of the L^ne had eeat ia their written opinion. 

The preeident thea deelered that Oeleatto had been leleoted ee the mane of the aeit 
OBeeioa of the All*ladie Mnelin Leegne. 

After thie dieonaeloB Melik Feroee Khea Boon, Sir Mnhemmed Iqbal, Menleae Heirel 
Mohenl end e few other gentlenen froee Lahore left the meeting. 

The qneetioB of pieeident-eleQl wee then token np. It wee itoted that 79 totee of 
the ebeeatee membere had been teoeifed for Hie Hlgbneee the Age Khan end 44 votee of 
the ebeenteee for Sir Mnhemmed Shaft, bat it wee pointed oot that Hie Highneee the Age 
Khan bed declined to repleoe Sir Mnhemmed Bbefi nnder any oiroometenoee end there* 
fore the qneetion of reooneideretion of the mettw of preeidentebip did not erlee. Thie 
objection wee eooepted bj the preeident, who ruled that the matter of reoonelderetioB of the 
preeideat'e eleotion ebonld not, therefore, he token np. 

It mej be mentioned here that before the meeting began certain membere from the 
Punjab had oflered a compromise to Mr. Noon and bis party, according to which Oelentto 
ebonld be the renne end Sir Mohammad Shaft the preeident, hot ;thie oompromiee wee not 
ecoepled by Mr. Noon end hie party, who wanted the renae to be Lahore end Hie Highneee 
the Age Khan ee preeident. 


The Calcutta Sesaion. 

In punnanoa of the abore deeialoo of the Connoil of the League 
the 19th lesdon of the AlHodia Moelim League wae held at Galentta 
In the ipeeioue Town Hall on the SOTH OBCBMBBR 1937 in the evening. 
The .ttenilimwa wae fair and the daU wae oeenpied fully by prominent leaden 
and dietinguiihed viritore. The latter inelnded Mn. Bemnt, Mn. Naidui 
Miyor Graham Pole, Mr. Garrett, Mr. T. C. Goewami, Mr. S. C. Mitter and 
Mr, H. S. Sarka^. The pioeeediogB began with a reeitation from the Koran, 

Mr. .T inn.tr oj^»niiiii i«ta> d the ConneiTi deeieion, which met early in the 
day, .Inking MaulTi Matomed Takub in place of Sir Muhammad Shafi. 

Sir Ali propoaing Mattlri Mahomed Yakub to the chair, raid that 
Mr. Takub eujuyed the confidence of the Parliament ef India, namely, the 
Legialalave Auembly of which he wae the Deputy Speaker. Sir Ali Imam 
added that Mr. Takub’a viewe about the Simon Commiition were atrong 
and that gave Sir Ali groat pleaaure beeauae Mr. Takub’a vote in the Aaaam* 
bly woidd carry partimfiar antbori^, 

Chairman’a Spaaek. 

Mr. Midnmr Bahman, Chairman of the Beeapdon Commlttaa, dwa 
daHvarad Ida addraaa anpporting the hoyeott of the Simon Oomndaaion and 
faTOurlng aepante electorate for MuialmaM . ^ 

After de^ring the unfortunate BpHt m the League, ha niarrad to the 
Mmnn fi«mn.iMinn and aaids— *I ehould not Uka to enter into any 
queation of ahatruae polideal ikaoiy, but to me it aaama a matter M ham 
iuatiea and alamantary oommonaanM diat Oa paoidf tor whim a oonMiM^ 
ia f ff i ww d fd ahould have a paramount and ezaludva vofea in the dramag 
of that I taka azeapdon to dm praamlda of the Oorenanaal 

of Act M 1919 . whiohlaya down that it iethaBritfakPhdiam^ that 

will bo the fudge of the thne and meaann of ereiy adTonee tewaida -the 
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liritaiMio of m p O B i Wb iiwrirm i Mil is Indi^ Moraororj IIm 
diMiefite mimkm ^ Mbn brnt th« Commin^ it tM mndf 
tdealaled sffmnt to bftT— Itoi* imj be flia lengoace igfj^tMwMwad 
woonded aoaoapiibilito-^tk It • dedal of etomenterj politioel Joitiee; it 
e segaMoa of Iadle*t to bate a pmmoant Toiee in amiiic W 
c e n tt lto t i oii# ItiadmletaeOlideeiiddaep detorminetion to pn^ioe the 
fanie end loroiblj to etan dowo toe throat of our people e eonatitatioti, the 
deftaib of whieh heTO been letfiied tod ready made before-baod/ 

Proee^og. Mr. Sahma eaid:— >' ^ile boyeotfcing the ComiBtaion» 
we matt aooept Lord Birkeohead’t ehallenge and evolye a eonttita^n for 
ooreoaotry. 1 matt frankly tay that if we oaonot do thit maoh* we do 
not deterre a betler goyemoitat than what we have at preaent I am aot» 
howevtri a peatimitt and I do hope toat the leadera of the different pcditioal 
pattiea and .oommooitiea will pat their heada together and then frame a eon- 
ifftatioD and that abow to the.wmid that we mean bnaineaa/ 

Taming to the qneation of aaparate eleotoratea for Hoalimai Mr. Bahman 
laid :-«Mt aeemi to me that many of tooae who are againat the boycott of 
the Simon Oommiaaion are lal^nring under an uoapoken fear toat boycott 
of the Commiaaion on the part of the Mualim community will injure the 
canae of aeparate repreaentation. For the aaauraoce of each gentlemen* 
let me tell yon in plain and uneqaivooal terma that in the preaent atato of 
our national life I look upon aeparate repreaentation through aeparate 
eleotoratea aa the ooroer-atone of Mnalim.politioa. When each community 
ia aaaured that ita intereata and privilegea are aafe in the handa of the com- 
mon State that we have auooeeded in evolving, there will be> I believe* no 
neeeaaity and no cry for aeparate eleotoratea. The day we long for ia yet 
to come. Between the two great oommunitiea of India, there ia atill ** donht* 
heaitatlon and pain”. Let ua rtoogniae honeatly and frankly the eziatenca 
of mutual jealouay and anipioion eziata, let ua agree to be repreaented 
torongh the medium of separate dectoratea. 

'As toe edge will be taken off from the acerbity of mutnal auapieion* 
and so, day by day, we shall advance nearer towards that rappreohment 
which in the fulness of time will make communal representation take its 
rank among the evil necessities of life’. 

Presideal's Speech. 

Manlvi Mahomed Yakub was applauded when he rose to deliver his 
presidential address ca-fetiq»r# in Urdu. He apologised for not delivering 
a written address because of the short notice. He would speak in his mother 
tongue. (Applause.) He ezpressed gratitude for this opportunity for the 
service of his oommuhity* partienlarly because Calcutta* where the session 
was being held, was one of the foremost cities of the world and was also 
toe home of kis ancestor who held toe position of a vizier over a century ago. 

The smion was meeting with the gloom oast over it by the death of 
Hakim Aimal Khan. Hakimji bad worked whole-heartedly for Hindn- 
Muslkn unity and just before he laid down his life* Hakimji had observed 
a rap of that unity emanating from Madras. 

Oontinuiogt the President aaM toeir homage to Hakitn Sahib should 
take toe form of panning the object of imito which the late Bakim had so 
asnoh at heart From the time of the inception of the League he had been 
one of its leading lli^to and M peN^ded over the League seasiona twbe. 
The PneMent alao mourned toe deato^^^ Sjyed Alay NaU. 
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LMgiM Sanioii OoiitcoirsfiT. 

^ PiQoaading, tiha Pratidant said thmt lor ovar two waakt a aootioTaiay 
lu^ baaii going' on ni to whatliar tha laiiion ahould ba hald in Latora or 
Unlaiitl^ Ha aaid that* nooording to tha Laagaa’a oonstitatioof vothig aonld 
not ba bf proxy nor could it ba through talagmms addnoaad to n thifd 
^inon. Tha firat maating rotad lor Lahore through rotea obtainad XMCtly 
proxy, and in tbia oonnaotion Malik Faroaa Khan Noon had plajrad a 
wMing pai^ Dr. Kitohlaw, tha ^raUry, fait obligad not to aceapt tha 
mgal dedaioo and avao if ha had not recorded the raquait for a raf iaioa 
from Madraa^ and Calcutta, Dr. Kitohlaw would have bean juatiftad, in 
aoooidanea with tha aacrad proridiona of tha oonatitutioo, to call another 
maating. Thia second meeting waa called but the previoua maating had, 
however, m^a it difficult for the aalf^reapeoting Aga Khan to icoapt the 
praaidantahip in view of the- dispute. The aeoond meeting gave (Aa final 
decision and Calcutta was decided upon as the venue of tha session. 

Proceeding, Maulyi Mahomed Yakub said that Mr. Jinnah bad urged 
avary one not to commit himaalf on tha question of the Simon Commission 
but tha Lahore Muslim League was tha first to give its views under Sir 
Muhammad Sbafi s chairmanship. How could, then, Sir Muhammad ba ax* 
pactad to change his views unless he acted as he did in respect of his views 
on tha Muddiman Committee, which he changed after his membership of 
the ^vernment. The President next read out the provision in tha cons- 
tHutioii that the annual session * shall be held ’ as decided by tha Council 
of the League. How could, then, tha decision of the council for a Galoutka 
sasion be disobeyed f As regards the united Muslim opinion, what guar- 
antee was there that such unity would be forthcoming f If unity was not 
atUinable in spite of honest efforts, a self-respecting community must not 
shirk disunity on fundamental matters. If the Muslims held t^t religion 
could not ba divorced from politics, then the lead in favour of boycott of the 
Commission given by the session of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema at Peshawar and 
by tha Kbilafat Conference at Madras should be acceptable to them. How 
could the Muslim League keep Its mouth shut in view of the salHaapact 
of tha community, which demanded a courageous lead 1 

An Unasked for Commisssion. 

Ha did not think that he should give his views on tha Simon Commis- 
sion elaborately as those had been widely circulated. Tha President recalled 
that in 1924, 1929 and 1926 the popular representatives in tha AssamUy 
had passed resolutions by an overwhelming msjority asking for an advancr 
mant of the enquiry, but the Oovamment was adamant. Now tha Gbvam- 
manthad given them a commission unasked. The reason was apparent, 
Tha Govammant felt convinced that unity between the two communitias was 
least likely at this time and that, tharafora, tha Commission should ba 
uppPiatad at tUs juncture. Indians had bean excluded because they would 
not have agreed on a common report Was there any basis lor bis fear t 
Thera was the ease of tha Skeen Committaa which d^t irith tha most 
daHaata problam of dafance of tha couatiy. Not only ware all tb# fndiaa 
mamhais onanimous in their racommendatkm, but Mr. Jinnah ssada the 
Bnropaaa prasidaiit also sign tha unanimous report Mr. Jinnah had aolsd 
an bciBiadlily in conduatfng tha cross-axainioation in London tfml tha fitevam* . 
nsant had dacMad iMMtoriikaaffllliwparfornunioaanda iioaoiniooac^^ 
dfi 
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Bd dadirad tbat ha wm not a noo-oo*oparator bat had alwafi baaa a 
aotvpaiator and it waa aa a eo-opazator that ha wonU ofga tha Moaliiiia to 
ao-opaiata with tha Goyanimeot In tha mannar tha Oovarnmant had ao* 
opmtad with tiiain. ThiUi aa tha Goyarnmant did not want their ao-opaia* 
tkm on tha Oommiialon, ao they woold not offer oo-oparation and go near 
tha CcmmiiaaioD. Hia raligion did not taaoh tha taming of tha aaooid ohaak 
if ona waa dnittani bat tit for tat 

Hinda-Mnalim Diffaraneaa. 

Dealing next with the Hindn-Moalim qoarralai ha did not wiah to 
apportion blaina> bat their Prophet had left an azampla for them for guidanoa 
In Aa action of hia Holinaaa in making a aattlemant with tha Jewa of 
lladina in Aa apirit of giyq and taka. Thia apirit of giya and taka ahould 
ragnlaA Aair oondnot Unity woald not mean the abaorption of ona oom- 
mnnity by anoAar. They ahonld, like a joint Hiuda family, ait at home and ^ 
motoally diyida the property. Such action would win for them the reapeot*^ 
of Aa ootaida world, bat If they took reooarae to litigation and deoiaion by 
a Aird party, Aa world would condemn them for oaating a blot on Ac dr 
namaa of Aair anoeatora. Ha opined that the Madraa Oongreaa aettleo^unt 
would be acceptable to 90 per cent, of enlightened and educated Mahoma- 
dana. Tha Leagae ahould conaider thia aettlement and declare ita opinion on 
it, Aowing where it waa acceptable and where th^ wanted ita modifieation. 
They had been challenged to prodime a conatitation and had been taunted 
Aat if Aey were aincere in their declaration of readineaa for Swand* they 
ahonld pr^uoa a > joint agreement. Thia challenge muat be accepted and 
Ae Oongreaa aettlement ahould be enmined and paaaed with whateyer 
Aangea were deemed deairable, for, after all, it waa not unehangeable like 
Ae lawa of the Medea and the Peraiana. When an agreement waa reached 
on Ae aettlement it would be entruated to a apeeial committee of Hindaa 
and MuaUma to draw up a oonatitnUon on the baaia of the aettlement. There* 
after a apeoidi meeting of Ae League could be aummoned to ratify Ae 
Swand ooheme. 

Need for Mudim Newapapera. 

Finally, the apeaker felt Aat the community had not aaingledaily 
aewapaper in India, while the Hindua and oAer oommunitiea had a large 
namter of {ournala in eyery town. To fight political battlea without a 
newapaper waa like a aepoy without a aword. If they could not float eyen 
wie newapaper how could Aey claim to haye Swarqj t The Maharaja of 
Mahmo&bad’a efforta in thia direction Aould be aupported by eyery Mualim. 
Indeed, Aia ima Aeir primary dutyr 

The PMdent Aen declared Aat Ae country waa faced by an iatfiiae 
ilonn. The Mudim League yeaael waa being ateered Arough troubled witeraL 
Ba wwdd trj to ^ot it aafdy but for hia aucoaaa he would need Ae fuBaat 
aanfatace of the crew. He partieularb^ thanked Mra. Beaant and Mra»NaUta 
hr attending At aearioo. Thia nin^rycar old lady waa yoonfcr Aan Aair 
fOQBi aMiii and would not aeyen mrorea of Mudima diow eyen Ae AceqiiA 
Of Aii ninetrrear old lad^t He ezpreaaed gratitude to lira, Haldiiw A 
yhoae dwta the Madraa ae tdemep^ owned ao muA. 

The tmUMfo addieaa lialad 45 minutea and ho tmmAikmk 
anddA hod aod ftolonged app in a aei Tim nieoting Aen a^Boora^ 
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SECOND DaY-^-S i ST DECEMBER 1927* 

On tUi dity ilia MiiiUm l^agna rsMiemUed io the noraiog. The aHan- 
daoaa was tbinnw than jaatai^* halng aonfload to dalagatas only. The 
aonYanmtions among dalei^tas showed that the general desire was not to take 
any definite deeision on the qnsslioB of eleotorate and merely to weloome the 
Madras selilement as paTing tte way for nn^ without committing themselyes 
to its detailed protisioDe. 

1 • — Coadoleaee Rase Intions. 

The first two resolnUons were mored from the Chair and were p as sed » 
all standing. They read 

(1) The AlMndis MobUbi Leigiie mosfiis Ihe Irreparable loei to India caused by tbs 
sadden death of Masibnl-Holk Hakim Mabemmad ‘AJaBSl Khan. His selfless dsfclioa 
In the eaase of India's freedom, his antiring eSorts in welding together the earioas cmn- 
manltles Into a anited nation and his intalaabie services to the natfon In general and the 
Rasllm commanity la partioalar had made him a national asset. The ooantry has lost 
In him a profoand scholar and one of the greatest esponents of the art of healing and sesry 
one in need has been robbed by bis death of a trae friend and generons beaetoe*or. 

The All-India Haslim Leagae places on record its profoand esaee of sorrow at tbs 
passing away of an illnstrions Moslim patriot and conveys Its slnoere and heartfelt condo- 
lances to the bereaved fkmfly and prays to the merclfai Allah to bestow eternal peace on 
the soal of oar departed leader. 

The Leagae calls npon all who mourn his loss to make a anited endeavonr to cosn- 
Bsamorate his life's work by placing on a sound flnanoial basis the Jamie If illla Islamic 
and the Ayurvedic and Unani Tibba Oollege, which owed their origin to him and worn 
maintained through his untiring eflh>rts. 

(fl) The All-India liaslim League plaom on record its senm of loss at the sadden and 
premature death of the hon. 6yed Alay Nabi, who was associated with the Leagae from Iti 
very Inception, had tbroagbont worked for it and stood by its principlee. * The Lsagac 
oflers its sincere condcdences to the members of the family of the dco« used and preya to 
Allah to bestow peace on the departed soul. 

2. — Boycott Rosolntion. 

Sir Ali Imam (Bihar), thoo, on behalf of the Salijocti Commitfeoo, mor d 
the Boycott Bceolntion, which, the PrMident declared, wao the prineipal rr 
eolation of the morning. It ran aa f ollowo 

The All-India Haslim Leagae emphatically declares that the Statutory Ooomilsslon 
and the proeednre, as announced, are anaooeptable to the people of India, ft, thenfom, 
resolves that the Hassalmans throughout Uie country should have notbing to do with the 
CommiSBlon at any stage or in any form. 

* Sir Ali IMAM laid the Simon Cbrnmieeion had hooomo the snlfioet ol 
deep' concern and aniriety to the people of India. The pvooedare was Mieadf 
known and did not require a detailed exposition. It was dear, firstlyf that 
Indiaiis were excluded from the Commission and, secondly, that the p i ooe- 
dure midoced them to the position of witnesses. The r^ution dealt wMi 
both these points. 

His Mdeoty^ GoTemment had given oxense after esonse for t|a ax- 
dosion of Indians. .The statutory bar M been first brought forward, flf.f 
tiie.t the Act coneelved of a purely FarUamentary Commission, thm^ ft 
did not soy so in plain terms. As Indiaas were not leproseDted in ntttir 
ment, the exdusioo of Indian# was inevitable. A meadng had ttuo beeo 
plaoed which the statute did not fanpbr- Tte lofd excuse oMld ncA fhflvifofUv 
be taken as pladng a Just and reasonable constousthMi oo law, 

Seelarian intereoto weib trotted fordi lor Oeir exdnsieB, fle dtf iel 
believe that British statosmenship and ioteBcetoantri wUoh stood at enth 
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tWi writer mark, mU not tod vepraMstatiTe lDdi«ig> The Biltith CUbitiel 
MiM hafa. taken the dinide itep of asking the proTfnoial and central 
LagUatores to elect a panel from among their members or non-memberi» 
ootof whom Sts eonld be selected ^twoHindni, one Mndim, tfnh Enropean 
noiroffieial and one High Court Judge. But all of these most first be 
deeted bj the popular Legislatures, ^e British GoTemment would then 
lia?e been absolTcd from anp eritieism about Indian representation. 

As regards *the accusation of preposseitions» there was no indiTidnal 
fa the world without a prepossession. * But if there are prepoasessionsi once 
the oath of office is takeD» whether he be British or lodiant he looks upon 
thedischargeof his duties as an official who has got to be dispossessed of 
bis preposs^ons. And I Tenture to think that there are many Indiana 
who will act on that Commission with a sense of responsibility and not 
allow their prepossessions to come io» Just as much as any Britisher. Has a 
single Indian Judge of a High Court been found to make communal bias and 
not dispense impartial Justice t Was the membership of the Commission 
more honourable and onerous than a High Court Judgeship t Are you 
going to submit to this Indignity 1 I am a moderate of moderates. I was 
called a sun-dried bureaucrat. But my conscience finds it impossible to accept 
thfa Commission.* 

Their opposition to the Commission, said Sir Ali Imam, was not merely 
eentimeiital. He would not stand out on that ground alone. The real issue 
was what was the relationship between India and England t Ours was that 
of serfs who would gratefully pick up the crumbs falling from the table of 
Mtlsh statesmanship. It was another relationship to which they were 
hiThhly treated during the war. * We were called partners. We were told 
of the change in the angle of Tision. Our blood had mixed In the battle- 
fields of Flanders. I frankly tell you I fully believed that there was a change 

he angle of vision, but I have been disillusioned. We are now, told 
Vv not fit to sit at the same table. Are you going to go down! I, for 
OD^ a . x-son-dried bureaucrat, refuse to take the Insult lying down*. 

Be next examined the procedure of the Commission. The positfon of 
the select committees would be that of witnesses. *Is that partnership t Mr. 
Baldwin has called the committees colleagues of the Cornmnsion. Misuse of 
kaguage cannot go farther. They are no more colleagues than pctitiotiers 
In a court of Justice. We cannot agree to this scheme which has taken away 
from us the position of partners ^so long as we are treated as petitioners. 
The delegatictts to London will also be petitioners. Are yon going to snbr 
mribe to this arrangement I (None.) It is the thin end of the wedge. 
Indians must remember their place in Empire is subordinate. We Indians 
twday aesert our right/to be treated within the Empire as equal partners and 
if we do not succetd to-day in enforcing this assertion, we shall succeed to- 
awnow or the day after. Do not be misguided by the thought that our 
claim wffl not be heard. That daim that hu not Mind it that assertion 
wUch I am urging will never be heard; but the claim that has behind it the 
torse of assertivnicsat that chdm in the long run wlH succeed* TherelorOi 
do not be denioraKasd by apy eonsideretion ae to wbethOr Ois tUng would 
he heard or not If it is not hemd today, the time is ecmM ^ 
he hesgd. If still it is not, wt shuB hei care whether it is heard or not' 

Ccmliimiag, Sr AU Imein said ^ resolution had been puryosely drawn 
Up In lima wkkh would he aoeeplahb tooB paitiee-->to theiie 
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mf ToiM to Paliiittoiiti to thota wlio utood for m roand table oonfemee and 
to thoee like Mm who would hare beta eatieiled with Indian menben on fba 
Oemmiaiion. The reeolntion would ateet the wiahea ol all those who had not 
onlf aelf-reapedb hot had the neoeaaarf* patriotism . to assert withoat hesitatioii 
that aelf-reepeot demanded that they mast participate on equal terms in the 
framing ol the oonstitotion of futare India. (Reari hear.) 

Mr. Jinnah.-»That is the minimnm. 

Sir All Imam.*— Tesi that is our minimum. Ton as a responsible body of 
members of the All-India Mnslim Leagne will not hesitate to girs yonr nn* 
animoos snpport the resolution couched In terms not intemperate but sober* 
There was no feeling of resentment in the resolution! coneloded Sir All Imass* 

Mr. Taknb HASAN (Madras) said his euperience of the failure of the 
boycotts organised by the noif-oo-operators had made him scepUo about the 
success of another boycott. But he was glad that the country’s attitude had 
prorsd him to be wrong. The tfews ol the Muslim ez-members of the 
OoTcmment were for boycott by three to one, with the Mahanja ol 
Mahmudabad, Sir All Imam and Sir Abdur Bahim, on one side.- and Sir 
Muhammad Shaft, on the other. Unless the session laid down the outlines 
lor the future constitution, the boycott would not be as fully effectiTe as 
thqy would like it to be. 

By this time attendance had grown rery considerable, and Dr. Ansarl 
was giyen an oration as he entered the hall. 

Mr. TAMIZ^UO-DIN, opposed the reeolntion. He said the ezdnsloo 
of Indians had wounded Indian vanity, but he asked when before had under 
BrMsh rule Indians bean given the right to partieipate. Only a oonuatr 
sioD with a mejority of Indians would have been aooe^ble. ' We have not 
been able to coerce England to appoint sash a commission.’ It was said 
India had won the right of equality during tha war. But since theoii non- 
ooroperation had been launched and failed. Thera were in India two schools 
of thought- Those who would take nothing from England would logically 
bog^mtt the Commission, V* Mr. Mohsmed AR.”— Hear» hear.) thou'^h such 
conrsa would be of no avail. But there weve others who believed that the 
Ibftfsh Qovemmehl out of fear ol India, at osmo ^fuipre date, going out of 
the SmiriTO was anzious to concede its legitlssatn aspirations. These men 
should take advantage of the fresh opportunity offered to them rincerely. 

ne non-Brahmins and the depressed elas ss s would go before the Com* 
mission* The Muslims were also a depressed dess under economic slavery 
to Ibw audority community. Could Muslims boycott when the other depressed 
dsMdid notdoitt 'It will do smne harm to the whole of India and from 
the Mahomedan point of view it will be suicidal. Do not fritter away your 
oporiios in boycott. If you ean agree upon a constitution and can compose 
your dilbreooes, that will be a fiMing reply to Lord Brikenbead’s dudengo 
and if after thiA your demands are satisfted, if England goes back upon pro- 
aJaso» then it will be time to consider what steps to follow to bring Enghmd 
down upon her knees, if that is at all possible. If yon boyooU the Coir* 
mission now, you will be putting the eart before tiie horse. England hie 
given yon a ohaBenft to draw up a oonstitution. If wo can agree, there oan- 
Bo| bo any pnrpoee te boycott/ 

Mihliiim Mokemed AU rertjdug to Mr* lbmhriB4*Dia, asked, if Ih# 
apmte wean better btuoehM wouMlfelkmirud^ 
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him the ta«k of h» household management 1 So it waa that no nation eould 
eonoede to another nation the right of rule over it. The Germans were 
better organisers than Englishmen. Would Englishmen, therefore, surrender 
their country to German rule f 

'1 admit,* proceeded Mr. Mohamed AH, 'I am unfit to wrest the rule 
back from English hands, but I do not concede any ethical basis to the 
British purpose In India. I challenge the preamble of the Act of 1919. My 
quarrel Is not with the jury. Even if It hi^ consisted of Indians exclusively, 
myotgectlon would have remained. If a matrieulation standard paper is put 
on India to the 700 members of Parliament, not 70 will pass the test and 
these will ber'those who are untrue to Indians salt.’ 

iMIss Mayo, continued Mr. Mohamed All, had been supplied Information 
by Imperial service men. He ' had proof with him of a letter written by 
Dr. Zlauddin Ahmed to Mr. Coatman, asking for a subsidy for the 
Aligarh Mail.” (“ Voices ’’.—Read it.) 

The speaker said it ran — 'I introduce to you Mr. Jaffry, editor, 
” Aligarh Mail.” Will you please pay him from September to January! 
(Shame.; Will you please give him general advice and give him also practical 
tips.— Yours Sincerely, Zlauddin.* 

Mr. Mohamed AH.— It is this class of people who come to tell us not 
to boycott the Commission in the interests of Muslim solidarity. 

Reverting to the sutject of the Statutory Commission, Mr. Mohamed 
All said the British Government already made up their mind on the subject 
of changes in the constitution. No Hindu was going before the Commission. 
So there was no . fear of their gaining at the expense of Muslims. The 
Britishers’ game was only to grant something to one oommunitf against 
another. The resolution before them was a tame one. He did not believe 
that for a little gain the Muslims would sacrifice the glory of Islam. If they 
did, with what face could be go to men like Major Graham Pole and ask 
them to adopt the Muslim faith t 

Mr. Jaffry, ex-editor of Aligarh Mail,” testified to the letter quoted 
by Mr. Mohamed AH having been given to him by Dr. Zlauddin Ahm^ and 
his having resigned when tills subsidy was not forthoomlog from the 
Government. 

Mr. Barkat ALL Secretary, Punjab Muslim Le^e, said even aagnmiDg 
tiiat the final responsibility lay with Parliament, the indusion of^ Indiana on 
the reportirg body pould not have interfered with that responsibilily.^ Plaoer 
hunters might declare otherwise, but the League as a sel^respectillg body 
must not accept a oourse iticcmipilMe with national honour and aeU-eateem. 

Mr. Bhagla, Seoret^, Bmbay Provinoial Mu^m League, adred 
whethev-Musllms had iiDen so low as to lend themselves in the mark^ plaoe 
to the highest bidder between the Government and the Hindus r They 
must join the Hindus to make the boycott universal and efieotive. 

Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed (Bengal) asked whether British rule had made 
Mr. tamia-ud-Din go so low as to call Muslims depressed daises. 

Maulana ZMar AUf of Lahore, declared that wKh the easeptien ol jAoee 
who wonhipped ofiefri pottage, the whole Pnidab waa wHh them, whan 
What they fhou^t to be the leaetionary Mahasabha elemeiit had aurfondeied 
itwH to the OongMs, will tlm HusBma must not hed^ 

Mra. BBBAMT Ikea addressed the galhering. She said ansif kendmr 
hetee the Brilieh had Uentiled hiaaseU with the pe^ id a^ 
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loMad down and boMno lodiftos. Tho Briftishtii had* howami remaioad 
foreignara. Thaj axtondad ihair domaioa by raaorting aomatimaa to frand 
and aomatimaa .by aatting Indiana agalnat Indiana. Tha Britiahara had 
wialdad authority bat had navar bmma Indiana. Daring tha war Mr. 
Aaqnith had ataM that foraign yoka would ba intolarabla and had oallad 
upon Indiana to help. 

Mra. Baaant daelarad that ainoa aha antarad publio lifa 58 yaara agoi aha 
bad dmmed homa rola. *No one nation haa tha right to gorarn another. 
(Hear, hear.) Tha Ufa of a people may ohange, but tha nation ramaina in- 
daatruotibla. It ia aa eternal aa Ood Himself and to deny tha right to that 
nation of salf-govarnmant ia treason agalnat humanity aa a whole. Those who 
live in India should identify thamsalves with her life and national struggle. 
My own fundamental objection to the Gbrnmission is that it is a step Imk- 
ward.' 

Mra. Besant recalled how tha King had through the Duke of Connaught 
sent a message to the people of India on the reforms being the bcgioning of 
Swand within the Empire and how this exclusively foreign Commir'’ion was 
appointed and bow it was to go back even on the existing Reforms. * We 
have tha right to rule ourselves and it is in the assertion of this right that 1 
voted in tha Congress for national independence.' The Prince of Wales had 
wisely called this Commonwealth of Nations. Domination must disappear 
and every nation must ba willing partner in the commonwealth on tha basis 
of mutual service. 

Continuing, Mrs. Besant declared that this l esolution was such that all 
could join to support it. She was not sorry that oven two or three Indians 
were not appointed on the Commission as that might have made them 
linger on by accepting half a loaf instead of full. Concluding, she made an 
impassioned appeal lor boycott of this foreign Commission. 

The resolution of Sir AH Imam was put to the vote and was declared 
carried amidst acclamation by an overwhelming majority, only two dissenting. 

3. — Joint Electorate. 

Mr. Barket ALI next moved the compromise resolution, on behalf of the 
Suhleots Committee, adopting the Delhi proposals and the Congress settle- 
ment, subject to the modification that separate electorates, which are inevitable 
under the present circumstances, will be abandoned in favour of general 
electqrata with reserved seats only after Sind is actually constituted into a 
and the separata province North-West Frontier Province and Baluchistan are 
actually granted the same reforms as other provinces. The resolution ran as 
follows:— 

COVBTITUTIOK FOB IBDXA. 

The All-India Ha Jim League aotborisei the Council of the League to ap|»oint a sub* 
aommittee to confer with the Working Committee of the Indian national Congiew ami 
aneb other organisations ns tbs eonncil may think proper for tbs porpooe of dinfting n 
oonstitntion for India, in whieb the interests of the M nslim community will be safegaarded. 
having regard to the following propoiale, which the Leagns approvei of and adopte. and 
■nbiraaently Uhe part in the national Convention which is going to Uke plaoe In Dslbi 
ia Hnrob next, as lo gg et t sd Iqr the Indian national Ooagrsia 

Sxna ABD Fbovtsbb Pbovxvobs. 

(1) ThntSindihoridImtspamtedIromtiMBoefhay Pxasideaoy nod ooastttB^ 
a sepatata antOBOsms pioviBoe. 
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(8) Tbftt reformi thoald be inkrodoeed in the Korth*Wetl Ffontier Profinoenad 
in Beleehist-en, pleeiog them on the tame footing m the other proTineaa. 

That in the preaent eircomatanoee the repreaentation of Maaaalinana In the 
diff«frent,Lfgialatnrea of the oonntrj ihrongb aeparate elftetoratea ia inevitable and that the 
Hnalima will not accept any aeheme invoiving a inrrender of thia talnable right nnleaa and 
nntil Sind ia aotnally eonatitoted a aeparate antonomona proeinoe and retormB| aa aloreaaida 
are aetoally introdooed in the North- Weat Frontier and Balnoblatan provinoea. When 
theae requirements are fully aatisSed, the Muslims will be prepared to abandon aeparate 
eleeioratea in favour of joint electorate with reservation of aeata, fixed on the baaia ^ the 
population of <iifferent oorauiunitirs, subject to what is stated hereinafter : 

(!) 1° North-West Frontier Province and Baluchistan, the Mnalim majority 

shall maie the same cono'ssions with regard to the proportion of seats reserved to ttn 
Hindu minority that the Hindn maj irity in other provinces would make to lioalim minor- 
ities over and above the propokion of the population of the provinces which shall be the 
minimum basis. 

(ii) In the central Legislature, Muslim representation shall not be leas than (f) 
Bblioioub Ssttlbmbnt. 

The League further resolved bodily to incorporate in the text of the above resolntlon 
the provisions in the Madras Congress settlement ngarding liberty of conscience, religione 
legislation in Irgiblatures, the cow and music question and conversion. 

Mr. Barkat Alt said the reaolation repeated their old position, with this 
important exception that for the first time in the history of the League there 
was a change in its angle of vision. 'We are offering by means of this change 
a sincere hand of fellowship to those of our Hindu countrymen who have 
objected to the principle of separate electorates.’ If the Hindus joined the 
Muslim demand and the Government, Sind could be separated and the 
Frontier Province and Baluchistan be given reforms. But unless these con- 
ditions were fulfilled, Muslima would not be able to give up separate eleo- 
tjrates. 

Maulana Shaukat All congratulated the League on the resolution before 
it. He said the Congress Committee bad sat till 2 o’clock at night and the 
Hindus fought Hindus to come to a settlement. No occasion arose lor the 
Mussalmans to speak. It was now for the League to adopt the settlement and 
earn the everlasting gratitude of the Muslim community. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan said that lakhs of Muslims today all over India 
were crying against the proposed abandonment of separate electorates. A 
time would be coming when the need lor such cleotorates would cease to 
exist. But they must wait for that opportunity. The speaker urged that 
the principle of adnlt suffrage should .be m^e another condition to the 
abolition of separate electorates. Mudims were economically poorer and 
addft suffrage would be the only remedy. 

Mr. Wahid Hussain testified from his knowledge to the return of 
Muslim oommissioners in overwhelming numbers in Chittagong and elsewhere. 
This had happened in spite of the aemindar and Mahajan bfluenoes, beoanse 
the Musltm oposeioosness had now been roused. Here was a ohanoe for 
the best meii to be returned. ’ Some say ssparato elaetorala is our " magna 
obarsa.” I deny lhat. We have a right to exist and on that right we sta^- 
Let us give a lead to the masees.’ 

Mr. Aairul-Haq (Bengal) propeaed that the diaoossioB on tiia maltar be 
deferred for a month. 

Mr. Nurol Baq sni^oftad Mr. Barkat AIL Ha oonfostad the atatr 
mants of Mr. Wahid finaaniik and dadared that .with tha axeaptfon of two 
miiniaipilitiii in aaat Bangalt Aare was no otbar mimieipality with a IfaMlim 
Tha fola of tha Bracfil Phat had shakaik his 
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Mr. Akram Khan (BengiJ) warned the delegatee againat adult enffnige» 
proposed by Mr. Zafar Ali, which would reduce, according to census, ^e 
Muslim minority in Bengal. He wanted the speakers to state frankly what 
their yiews were. 

Dr. Besant’s Acceptance 

At this stage. Dr. BESANT announced her acceptance of the piopoads. 
The Commonwealth of India Bill prorided for general electorate with reseryed 
seats. She, howeyer, accepted the condition proposed in the resolution re* 
garding the creating of autonomous provinces of Sind, the Frontier Proyince 
and Baluchistan and would see that this change was made in the Bill ; other* 
wise she would not work for its passage in the House of Commons. She, 
howeyer, foresaw no difficulty in getting the Bill so amended. 

Maulana Abul Kalam AZAD declared that by the Lucknow Pact they had 
sold away their interests. The Delhi proposals of last March opened the door 
for the first time to the recognition of the real rights of Mussalmans in India. 
The separate electorates granted by the p^t of 1916 only ensured Muslim 
representation, but what was vital for the existence of the community was 
the recognition of its numeroial strength. Delhi opened the way to the 
creation of such a state of aifaira as would guarantee to them in the future of 
India a proper share. Their existing small majority in Bengal and the Pupjab 
was only a census figure, but the Delhi proposals gave them for the first time 
five provinces of which no less than three (Sind, the Frontier Province and 
Baluchistan) contained a real overwhelming Muslim majority. If the Muslims 
did not recognize this great step they were not fit to live. There would now 
be nine Hindu provinces against five Muslim provinces and whatever treat* 
ment Hindus accorded in the nine provinces, Muslims would accord the same 
treatment to Hindus in the five provinces. Was not this a great gain 1 Was 
not a new weapon gained for the assertion of Muslim rights 1 

Mr. JINN AH said those who adopted the Delhi proposals considered 
them just and reasonable, but did not get that support which they expected 
from their Hindu friends till the Congress Committee met in May in Bombay 
and revived the dead body of the Delhi proposals. He emphasized that 
every one was not expected to agree to every word or every clause of the 
long resolution before them but so far as the spirit of it was concerned he 
was in favour of it. All his public life he had believed in doing his best 
to carry his people with him. When he came to Calcutta, he had no doubt 
that some opponents would blame them for having adopted the resolution 
that they were going to adopt But in this League he found an overwhelming 
majority for the resolution. 

* These proposals*, proceeded Mr. Jinnah, * are the outcome of many 
heads. Tou cannot expect every one to commit himself to word and 

every clause 01 this long resolution. But so far as the spirit of the pro* 
posala is concerned it is undoubtedly just and fair to both communities. We 
have got a majority in this house, but shall we be able so carry the majority 
in the country t Nothing will please me more, but at the same time it 
wiU be lair to say that I am not so sure that I am satisfied that the midori^ 
of Musalmans throughout the country are in favour of it. That remaliis to 
be decided and it will be our business to try our beat to ma|ui the piMiple 
andeisiwod and convince them, to carry them with ns, because m merits 
I am convinced that this proposal is the finest thing that can happen to 
Mosafanans and to India,* 
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Mn. SaroJiDi NAIDU said Manlana Aboi Ealam Aaad had atniok tho 
only note that was neoMtary, namely* that they thonld not look at the aottle* 
ment in the petty spirit of traders. The Indian National Congress was not 
a sectarian body. It ^opted the Muslim proposals beoaose* they were so 
just and a6 reasonable and not as the price paid for Muslim oo*operation in 
the national struggle. She would ask them to see that the great demooratie 
spirit of Islam and the great metaphysical spirit of Hinduism should mingle 
to make for Indian nationhood. 

M^jor Graham POLE* on being called upon to address the gathenng* said 
he belorged to a group that held* in the words of Mr. Lansbury* that no 
nation had been made by God that was fit to rule another nation. They 
believed that good governtoent was not a substitute for self-government. 
Every people had something to contribute to the world’s progress* if allowed 
self-determination. As for Lord Birkenhead* he had heard hard things about 
him. But Lord Birkenhead had been the greatest unifier of India for genera* 
tions. On his return he would tell the Secretary of State so. The speaker 
said that by coincidence he had attended tho Lucknow Congress and also the 
Madras Congress* at both of which Hindu-Mualim settlements were arrived at. 
The Madras settlement was even greater than the Lucknow^ one. The one 
thing wanted was that every Indian should be proud of being an Indian, so 
that like Homans he could say am a citizen of India and that is enough.’ 
He was sorry why they so much read British history. He felt humble when 
he read Indian history* which should make Indians tremendously proud of 
themselves. 

Finally* Major Graham Pole assured the audience that the Labour 
members were sincerely anxious to do their best for India and if ^ due^ to the 
long distance there was not a proper understanding of tho Indian situation* 
let them not misunderstand India’s friends in England* who wore doing their 
best every day to bring about a better understanding and to work for that 
Swars^j which, he hoped, many like him would see India in their life time 
attain triumphantly. 

Both the amendments having been withdrawn* the resolution of Mr. 
Barkat Ali was put and declared carried unanimously amidst cheers. 

A small lub-committee was appointed to recommend changes in the rule;i 
and the session was adjourned till next day. 


TNtUD DAY--J ST JANUARY i9S8. 

Othar Resolutions. 

Besuming its session in the town hall this afternoon* the All-India Mudim 
League adopM a resolution condemning the action of Sir Muhammad Shaft 
and his colleagues In rebelling against the authority and deoisioo of the CouiKm 
of the Iieague to hold its session in Calcutta and purporting to^ oMifc 
Lahore in contravention of the constitution of the League. T^e 
further opined that tlie responsibility for cauung a s^it among thcMussar 
mans at ttiis critfeal junetore in the hlttory of the community must rent upon 

Sir Muhammad. ^ » • 

The meellog next adopted a resolution regrettliig that Punjab 
PfotiMU Madta bad aagiwtly «i. aaUw^ of 

bod* ol th. Iiai«iia ond daemad it Maratial «i . nattarof ttaabHovT 
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priiidfde ilitl the oowUtatioD and the League ihould be main* 

tainad and upheld. In the eircumitanoei the only ooune open to the League 
waa to diaaffiliate the Punjab Pioviooial Muslim League and it was reaolfed 
that this body should disaffiliated and the Muslims of the Pui^ab sailed 
upon to ooDslatute a proyineial Muslim League truly representatiya of ttie 
Pnidab. 

Speaking on the resolution, Maulana Mahomed All said that it was 
painful to ask for the disaffiliation of a body like the Punjab Proyineial 
Mudim League and he should bays liked that an opportunity be giyen to 
Sir Muhammad Shall to Justify his eonduot, but the way Sir Muhammad had 
behayed left no other eonrse open. 

The League also deeided, on the motion of the president Maulyi 
Mahomed Yakub» to sail upon the Mussalmana of India to lend full support 
to the projeot of the Maharajah of Mahmudabad and others to start a ddly 
Muslim newspaper at Lucknow. 

The remaining resolutions condemned firing on the Mahomedans at Eul* 
kati and the Goyernment’s refusal to institute an enquiry into the ocsurrenoe 
and the refusal of a passport to Mr. Saklaiyala to return to India, resented 
the action of the Central Proyinoes Government in refusing to issue reports of 
Mr. Awari's health and demanded the release or trial in open court of the 
Bengal Ordinance prisoners. 

At the request of the president, Pandit Madan Mohan MALAVITA sd* 
dressed the meeting and, in an impassioned appeal for unity, said that the 
responsibility for the present state of affairs in the country rested mostly 
upon their own heads. Their quarrels in every instance related to the quer 
tion of cow killing or music before mosques and the Pandit thought that it 
was yet possible for them to sit down and arrive at some eonelusion to setde 
the matter. As it was, their opponents were taking advantage of these 
differences and misrepresenting them to the civilised world outside and by 
their own aotion they were perpetuating their own serfdom. The Pandit 
recalled Plassey and asked them to unite and prevent these deplorable oeour 
renees in order that they might usher in a new era of prosperity and power. 

Beferring to the Simon Commission, the Pandit oharaeterised it m a 
God-given opportunity to rouse them to a sense of duty and responsibility 
and exhorted all Indians to make its boycott as oomplete as possible. 

Concluding, the Pandit appealed again to those present, asking them 
to be united, with only one desire, namely, to be just to each other and to 
have eonfidenee in each other, always remembering that they were Indiana 
first and Hindus and Mussalmans afterwards. If they could do that, there 
would be nothing to stand between them and Swaraj. 

Addressing the meeting, Mr. JINNAH declared A constitutional war 
has been deolared on Great Britain. Negotiations for a settlement are not 
to come from our side. Let the Government sue for peace. We are denied 
equal partnership. We will resist the new doctrine to the best of our power; 
Jallianwalla Bagh was a physical butchery, the Simon Commission is butehery 
of our souls. By appointing an exclusively wMte Commission, iMd Birken- 
head has dedar^ our unfitness for self-Ooyernment. I welcome Pandit 
Blalaviya and I welcome the hand of fellowship extended to os by Hindu 
laadeis from the platform of the Congress and the Hindu BlahasablNk For, 
to me tUs oiler is more valnable than any eoneesskm which the British 
Goyemmint can make. Let os then grasp the hand of feUowship. This is 



4 $t THB ALL-IKDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE [UBOU 

indeed a bright dayi and for aohieTfng thii noity ibaoks are dae to Lord 
Birkenhead. 

In declaring the session closed, the president deicribed it was a ineoeis* 
ini one, having regard to the quantity and quality of the work done. 


The Rival Lahore Session. 

The Lahore section of the All-India Muslim League, winch was wavering 
till the evening o'* the 50th December , and was anxiously awaiting the decision 
of the Calcutta section having ^learnt of the Calcutta decision not to postpone 
the meeting, also made up its mind to hold the session at Lahore the next day. 

Twenty-five persons and institutions had sent either telegrams or letters 
from difierent parts of the country, approving of the Lahore session of the League. 
These included messages from the Muslim Federation (Bombay), the Anjuman 
Ittihad-i-Istamia (Poona), the Khilafat-ul-Masih (Qadian) and the non. Sir Maho- 
med Fakhruddin (Bihar). 

The Lahore session of the All-India Muslim League commenced on the 31st 
December in Habibia Hall, Islamia College, at 11-2$ a.m. The hall was crowded. 
Lord Headley was cheered as he entered the hall. At 11-20 the president- 
elect and chairman of the Reception Committee entered the hall in proceuion, 
accompanied by prominent members of the Reception Committee. Prominent 
Punjab Khilafatists including Dr. Muhammad Alam, Malik Lai Khan, > Chaudhri 
Afzal Haq and Shaikh Hissam-ud-Din were also present. 

Three hundred and fifty-two delegates attended the session, 300 from the 
Punjab, 21 from the United Provinces, 12 from the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince, six from Bombay and Delhi, each, four from Calcutta and three from Sind, 

Syed Amir AH’s Message. 

Messages expressing inability to attend the League and wishing it success 
were read from a number of Mahomedans from different parts of the country. 
A message was received from Syed Amir Ali (London), which said ttothe 
policy of boycott was prejudicial to the interests of India, specially to minority 
interests. 


The Welcome Address. 

Welcoming the delegates, Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Chairman of the 
Reception Committee, said he could not refrain irom saying tnat he observed 
with a feeling of sadness that some of their prominent brethren who should have 
been present here to-day were absent. The small body of Muslims holdii^ their 
meeting at Calcutta hsul proved itself incompetent to understand the seriousness 
of the time and the intensity of the present situation. 

Referring to the boycott of the Simon Commission, he said that the decision of 
an overwhdlmtng majority of Mnssalmans to co-operate with the Commission 
was not hastily adopted. It was the result of profound knowledge and painful 
exMrience of the treatment meted out to them by the Hindus. There was no 
other course open to them but to come to this conclusion. The Muslims as a 
minority community must vindicate their rights and the only chance under the 
circumstances was to approach the Simon Commissloa with manly oomposhre 
and seek Justice from it. 

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan then enumerated the following Muslim demands 
(z) separate representatimi in the various legislatures and local bodies on a 
population basis, (a) a system of separate electmates, (3) separation of Sind from 
Bcunbay, (4) grant of iefonis to the Frontier Province and Baluchistan, and 
(5) adequate Muslim share in the serrices. 

Referring to the last demiuM, Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan said ^-*We dtdaie It 
awm emphatically that, white we ta desire to infringing on the rights , of 
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for Army be ippoiiited to tilm Ui pimoe iHthis tlie Jadiea Cebiae^ 
memberifaipofthe viceroy’s Sxecutsve Cotmcil be tncreesed to eight, fow of 
whom should be Indians. He also opined that in the central GovernoMt the 
member or members in charge of tranmred subjects be seleeted* from amonn 
the elected representatives of the pecmle in the central Legislatnre end should 
be made responsible to it for their aammistration. As for dwithy in the pro- 
vinces, Sir Muhammad Shafi remarked that this interesting exp^ment Should 
now be abandoned and they should revert to the . principle of nmtary provincial 
Governments. 

He then dwelt on the legality or otherwise of the meetings of the council of 
the All-India Muslim League bud at Delhi on November noth and December 
IX, respectively. He said he was elected president of the League ^ both the 
council meeBngsand the Punjab Muslim League duly approved of his election 
and the council cd the All-India Muslim League thus became ^ functus officio". 
Asfar as the questions of venue and presidentraip of the annual meeting were 
concerned it was obvious that where the validity of a decision depended on the 
agreement of two parties, no one of them had any power to set it aside after the 
necessary agreement by the two had been arrived at. The pretence of Dr. 
Kitchlew to call the meeting of December iith was the statement issued to the 
press by him that he (Sir M. Shafi) would relinquish the presidentship in favour 
of the Aga Khan, should the latter be willing to supj^t separate Muslim 
electorates. 

That, said Sir Muhammad Shafi, was obviously a matter between the Aga 
Khan and himself and until he finally tendered his resignation of the president- 
ship, there was no occasion for calling another meeting of the council to decide 
what had already been finally settled on November aoth. Therefore, the meeting 
held on December iithwas entirely illegal and he did not know under what 
rule and authority Maulvi Mahomed Yakub was elected president of the Calcutta 
session of the League, yesterday. This election took place without even sending 
any intimation to members of the council of the All-India Muslim League, wte 
were in Lahore, and, therefore, as they truly elected president of the All-India 
Muslim League, Sir Muhanunad Shafi declared the meeting in Calcutta as illegal. 

The League then adjourned and formed into a subjects committee to discuss 
draft resolutions which were put before the open session which met again in 
the afternoon at 3-30 p. .m. 

I.— Invitation to Non-Mutiim Communities. 

Mr. Ghuznavi (Bengal) moved the first resolution, which ran as follows 

* This annual session of the All-India Muslim League invites the leaders of all 
non-Muslim communities in India to come to a satisfactory settlement with the 
Muslim community, before the Royal Commission begins its work, regarding the 
future constitution of India and the rights and interests of the Muslim cmmunity 
as embodied in the foregoing resolutions, with a view to a joint preparation of a 
draft constitution for India, adequately safeguarding tne legitimate rights and 
interests of all communities, mr presenting the same before the Statutory Com- 
mission or the British Parliament or bofo.’ 

In e^ovii^ the resdution, Mr. Ghaznavi advised the audience not to boycott 
the Commission, which would be prejudicial to Muslim interests. Pmnts of 
order were raised by Mr. Afeal Haq and Raja Gasnafar All Khan that the speech 
the mover was reading had no relevancy to the subject under diMussion. 

The president allowed the speaker to continue. 

After a few minutes Mr. Aurengzeb Kan (Frontier Province) also rose to a 
point of order and asked the president to inton the honse on which resolution 
the mover was making the speech. 

Maolana Akhtar Ali Khan asked the president whether there was aap time 
limit Ibr the mover of the resolutkm. 

Amidst constant inteiriiptioiii, Mr. Ghuznavi had to hurry throogk his ^leech. 

Maolaiia Hasrat Mdhstxtl. seconding the resolution, said their experience of* 
the noo-co^ration days Snowed that the boyoott of the Commisiion wonld not 
sucrieed. They should, therefore, put dieir heads umther and frame a misti- 
tmionfor Indian wifidi thly shomd ^aoe before the Stmon CosMaisskm and if that 
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m accepted theia would be time for a boycott He did not believe Atit 
they had been iasolted by the exctvidon of Indians from the Commiaeion. The 
n^t was in the ajppointment of the Coanntteion itself. He therefore advised that 
they dionld not talk of boycott at that slife. 

ChandhH * Afral Haq, (Khilafotim» Panjab) next rose to ^)eak and was 
greeted wi.h load shoots of ^AIlah-o-Akbar* by the KhilafoUsts who had tamed 
oot in greater strength in the afternoon session than in the morning session. He 
sud if a mutual undersunding with ^er communities in India was their objec- 
tive, they should devote their attentitm to that question ; why should they bring 
in the Ro^ Commission at all In the res(dutlon? 

At this stage the speaker was again greeted with loud cheers by the Khilafot- 
ists when the president had to appeal for order. On this more contusion Ibtlowed 
and Dr. Muhammad Alam and Malik Lakshan, Khilafot leaders, had to come 
on the ** dais ** and appeal to the audience to stop all shouting. Within a fow 
minutes order was restored and Chaudhri Afral Haq, continuing, said that because 
the boycott programme during the non-co-operation days failed that was no 
reason why they riiould give up boycotting the Royal Commission. He believed 
that no programme in the world was ever carried out completely or snccessftiUy 
to the satisfoction of all. As Mussalmans it was their duty to convert the whole 
world to Islam. Had they been able to do it t If they had not, should they give 
up Islam ? After $o years of begging, all that the Gknremment had given mem 
was separate electorates. Was that the be-all and end-all of Mussalmans? 
From hia own experience in the Punjab Legislative Council he could say that they, 
the Mussalman members of the Council, by co-operating with the Gk>vemment, had 
gained nothing. For six years the Government took advantage of the Muslim 
co-operation a^ when it found that the Hindus and Mussalmans were fighting 
with each other and Mussalmans’ co-operation was no longer necessary, it did 
not care for them. 

He wanted to move an amendment to the resolution, but as he had exceeded 
the time limit the president asked him to resume his Seat. 

Mr. Masudul Hasan, (United Provinces), supporting the resolution, said 
the boycott would do great harm to the Muslims, who were ruining their 
interests by swallowing poisonous pills in the shape of Indian nationalism. 

An Amendment. 


Dr. Muhammad Alam (Punjab, Khilafotist), in moving an amendment 


of the resolution, but the second portion, in his opinion, was nmningless. 
They should not welcome the Commission, as by sending an all-white Commission 
the British Cxovemment had insulted them. He would refuse to be^nd accept as 
a gift even if the whole of India was given to him. (Hear, hear). T^ would not 
gain anything by bowing before toe Commission and kissing the foet of its 
members. 

Mian Shah Nawaz, Punjab, supporting the resolution said that ^ refused 
to believe that all Mumalmans were flatterers of the Government a^ possess s ed 
slave mentality. Mussalmans at times of need and cnsis h^ sacnfied even tlmir 
lives. What they wanted, the speaker continued, was that in framing a cmstitutioa 
for India the interests of the seven crores of Muslims must be safeguarded. 

Raja Gaznafor Ali Khan, (Punjab), supported^ am^ment and said 
he was entirely in fovour of the first part of the resolution and did ^ bweve 


a resolution regarding the Commission, It could do so in the form of tisnmte 
resolution. The acceptance of the amendment did not prevent «iem nous owng- 
iiV » reMlutfao on the Committioa aad wild be edll op w to Uw m 
toirateaiw or boy^it. Hel»d^i«dtoMr.JlBBahfl»t ^ Iwje^qiiih^ 
•honld aot be breaght fotwaid at the 

appeded to the ati£eiice not to be ai^ Uea ttot bwama pfOjBi. 
nent Mnsalmans were present in the gathering, who were in fovour ei weieoestng 
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the Conmittioiiy they ihoiild suspend Uielr own Judgment They should not' 
forget that equally capable and selwcrificing Muslims had gathered in Calcutta 
to discuss this very question and they should not ignore their views. 

Mr. Aurangzeb Khan (Frontier Province) said he knew full .well that the 
Commission will not bring any special blesdngs for them, but if it was boycott die 
Muslim interests would suffer. 

Mr. Anis Ahmad (Bombay) said that Muslims would not gain anything from 
Hindus, who treated their own brethren (the depressed classes) as untouchables. 

Mr. AH Bahadur Khan (Bcmibay) said for five years he was connected with 
the Khilafot and non-co-operati(m movements, but he could not understand die 
policv of Mr. Tinnah and the boj^otters. 

Mr. Mazhar All Azhar (Punjab) supported the amendment. Hewasson^ 
to see that they were all blaming the Hindus, but the fact was that more of their 
rights were taken away by the British Government than by the Hindus. Muslims 
would gain nothing by begging. The Sikhs in the Punjab got whatever they 
wanted by their determined agitation. He wished the Muslims had turned their 
attention to the numerous wrongs dbne to them by the British and had not blamed 
the Hindus. 

Mr. Zaforulla Khan, (Punjab), said that if they wanted to end the Britidi 
domination, either they should rise in an armed revolt or submit to a Parlia- 
mentary Cmnmission. The first was not possible and, therefore, they should 
accept the Parliamentary Commission and submit their views before it, especially 
when the Hindus were doing active propaganda and placing their views before 
the British public in England. 

Sheikh Hissamuddin (Punjab Khilafatist) supported the amendment and said 
that if the Mussalmans could stand on tneir own legs no power on earth could 
destroy them and there was no necessity for them to beg before the Commission 
at this stage. 

Dr. Alam moved the closure of the debate, which was accepted by the presi- 
dent, but before he put the resolution to the vote the president wanted to speak 
on the resolution and said that by keeping away from the Commission they would 
invite an “ exparte ” decree against them. 

Chaudhri Afral Haq, at this stage, rose to a point of order and asked whether 
the president, being cluurman, could speak for the resolution. 

Dr. Alam asked whether it was Csir for the president to do so. 

The president said he had every right to speak a^ he was not occupying the 
portion there as Speaker of the House of Commons. 

The amendment of Dr. Alam was then put to the vote and declared lost by 
the president. 

Dr. Alam and Mr. Aftal Haq claimed a division. The votes were counted by 
provinces. It was found that Bengal, the U. P., Bombay, Delhi, and the Frontier 
Province were against the amendment and of the Punjab delegates 63 were in 
fiivour of the amendment and 101 against. 

Dr. Alam challenged the counting of the Punjab votes. The president 
refiised to recount the vote and declared the amendment lost and the original 
TMoltttion carried, amidst loud applause. Confusion and uproar now firilowed, 
which continued for some time, and the Khilafatists, headed by Dr. Alam, left the 
hall shouting, * Shame, shame ’ at the pr^ident and tht organisers of the League. 

Other Resolutions. 

Order being restored, the fottowing resolution moved by Mr. Yamln Khan 
were then passed unanimouslv. 

^^This meethqi’ of the All-India MusHm League declares that neither the 
proposalafonnnlatei by some Muslims in their individual capacity’ at De^ on 
March and i^HTr hs their original form nor In their amended form as jilissed by 
the Goi^^ress at Madigas are acceptable to the Mussalmans of India.** 

The followthg three lesolutfotts were put from the chair and passed tmanl- 
ndos^ 

The first nrgeii tie letmdnctioa of constituticmal reforms in the Froafite 
Province and Bawchisten, the second ayged the separation of Sind from Boofoayt 
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with a Teformed constitution of its own, and the third appointed a committee of 37 
members with Sir Muhammad Shaft, **ex-officlo” member, to devise a scheme of 
constitutional advance and to collaborate with the committees appointed by other 
Indian organisations to frame a constitution for India on the principles adopted 
by the Lahore annual session. 

Sir Mohammad Iqbal moved a resolution protesting against the existing 
arrangements whereby the Muslim community in Bengal and the Punjab was 
deprived of its majority rights in the provincial Councils, and urged the Govern* 
ment to remove this injustice done to the Musliihs in 1921. 

This was also pasied^nnantmously. The Ldague then adjourned. 

SECOND Ddy-isr iahuary 1927. 

The All-India Muslim League reassembled to-day at 13^ p.m. The atten- 
dance was thin and the Khilafatists were not present. The president read 
two messages, which he had received frmn Dei^al. The ftrst message, signed 
by ten Muslims of Calcutta, including Mr. A. H. Ghaznavi, Dr. Suhrawardy, Khan 
Bahadur Imdad-ud-din Ahmed, Deputy President, Bengal Council, Sahibzaba Ali 
Naqi and others, stated that Bengal ojunion wai behind the Lahore session and 
wished it success and asked Mr. Ghaznavi to move a resolution on the Statutory 
Commission. The second message was from fopr Bengal members ef the All- 
India Muslim League, who regretted their absence but recognised the Lahore 
Passion and asked the president to count on thpir votes for the Sututory Com- 
mission. 

Earmarking of Grants-in-aid ftifr Muslims. 

Dr. Shafaat Ahmad Khan moved the first resolution today, which aksed the 
Government to earmark a reasonable share of the bonuses and grants-in-aid 
meant for various nation-building departments for the purpose of the Muslim 
community. He said his experience of the United Provinces and of the Maho- 
medans in other provinces was that a very large part of the grants ear-marked 
for education was not spent on Muslim education. Whenever they had tried to 
ask for more money for Muslims they had been dubbed as reactionaries. There- 
fore they had no other alternative but to demand that the Mahomedans should 
be given an adequate prtmrtion of grants, otherwise th^ would be deprived 
of those advantages which they were entitled to get from the Government, 

Mr. Shuja-ud-din support^ the resolution which was carried. 

Round Table Conference of Muslim Leagues. 

Mr. Masudul Hasan (United Provinces) then moved a resolution authoris 4g 
the president to call a round table conference of Muslim Leaguers of alt organ- 
isations to bring about unity of thought in political ideals amongst the Muuims 
of India and said they should make every effort to unite the various diflering 
elements among Muslims. It was extremely unfortunate that they were so hope- 
lessly divided especially at this juncture, when one set of resolutions was being 
discussed at Calcutta and another at Lahore. 

Mr. Gul Mahammad (Punjab), seconding the resolution, Said that their 
difterences would be exploited by a third party and they would gain nothing from 
the Government if they went on fighting. 

Raja Gaznafar Ali Khan rose to a point of order and asked the president 
whether it was relevant to the subject under diKussion to refer to such incidents 
whi^ took place outside. The resolution was passed unanimously. 

A New Constitution for Muslim League. 

Sheik Abdulla (United Provinces) next moved authorising the council of the 
All-India Muslim League to appoint a committee to draft a new and suitable 
constitution for the Leogue as the pMent constitution had become quite out of 
tete. The molution was passed without discussion. 

Election of Office-Bearers. 

*«The All-India Muslim League hereby elects Sir Muhammad Shaft as itSjmi? 
dent. Sir Muhammad Iqtol as its general secretary and Maulana Hasrat Mohsni 
Itn 
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M johit MCfetary. tte Leagne atao attOoriwa tlie council to applet joint aacra- 
tanea fcr vnnona protincea um make anitable arrangementa fer the cOileetion 
Md expeadltore oi tbe faadt of tlie League and engage such paid servants or 
oln^lmrers as are necessary in the ofanton of the council for carrying out die 
nork of the League.’ * ' ” 

Mr. Glttmvi (Bengal)p seconding the resolutioOf paid tributes fo the many 
of IgMid and h»rt of the president and said he had great pleasure in 
u^icomtng Sir Mohammad Shafi as president of the Leagne. Turning to Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal, he said that Sir Muhammad Iqbal was not only known through- 
Ottt Mia from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin bu throughout tlm world; He 
M Mrefore equally great pleasure in seconding Sir M. Iqbal as secretary. 
Spiking about Mr. nasrat Mohaifi, be said Mr. Mohani needed no introduction 
M his hands. When a man like Mr. Hasrat Mohani had come to tMr side afrer 
rmsing his previous opinion, it was a proof that there was right and reason on 
their side. 

Mr. Fateh Mohammed (Bomlmy) supported the resolution. 

Raja Gazanfar Ali Khan, (Punjab) opposed the resolution and said he could 
not understand how they would supf^rt such resolutions when they had appoin- 
ted a round table conference to bnng about unity among the various sections 
^Mussulmans. They could not ignore the fact that another All-India Muslim 
League waS being held at Calcutta and that in the circumstances they should not 
^<mt such a courM. He had nothing to say against the personality of Sir 
Monamed Shafi or Sir M. Iqbal, but they should not adopt this resolution in the 
name of the All India League. Mr. Jinnah was already the president of the 
All-India Muslim League. 

At this stage, the president, interrupting the speaker, said *No. Mr. Jinnah is 
no longer president. He had ceased to be president from June, 1937, when his 
term expired.’ The president read the rules of the League on this point. 

Sheikh Mohamed Sadiq ^Amritsar) said he had been sitting as a neutral 
since yesterday and was watching all the discussions, but today's debate on this 
reimltttion compelled him to speak out his mind. He was pained to find that 
objectionable remarks were made by some members about Messrs. Jinnah, Ansari, 
Mohamad All and Abul Kalam Auul and that such speakers were not stopped 
by the president. When the Khilafetists wer preset in the hall yesterday all the 
supporters of the president were sitting quiet but today, taking advantage of their 
absence, they were in a merrv mood and passing all sorts of resolutions. This 
reminded him of the proverb : ’When the cat is away the mice are at play.’ He 
had met Dr. Kitchlew on Dec. 14 last at Amritsar, when the latter said that he 
Imd not resigned the secretaryship of the League. (Voices of ‘ No. no.’) They 
should not take advantage of the absence of Mr. Jinnah, Dr. Kitchlew and other 
Muslim leaders fipm this session and appoint office-bearers. The time will soon 
come when they would have to meet in conference over the Statutory Commission 
imd the framing of a constitution for India, when they would have to explain 
their action of today. If they appointed these persons today, they would have to 

trouble at that conference. He asked Sir M. Iqbal and Mr. Hasrat Mohani 
not to accept the offices offered to them. After concluding his speech Mr Sadiq 
left the meeting. 

That pats of the resolution which related to the election of Sir M. Shafi was 
put to the vote by Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, chairman of the reception committee, 
and was carried amidst acclamation. 

Calcutta Unity Conference Decision. 

Mr. Himrat Mohani moved the M resolution : 

** This session records its sense of deep regret that the Hindus,- as a commu- 
nity, should have rejected the decision ^ the Calcutu Unity Conference regard- 
hlg the question of cow slaughter and music before mosques by means of unani- 
moos renoittttons passed at the AILlndta Hindu Mahasabha, the All-India Aryan 
Congress and now at the Madras session of the Indian National Congress in a 
form not accepteble to MoSlUns.’ 

Tint resolution was passed. The sisidoo then concluded. 
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C P. fc Beiar H&iditt SiUia Coofeieiioe. 

The Central Provinces and Berar Provinciid Hindn Sahha Gonthrenes vat 
held on the 6TH AUGUST in the Veii^te^ Hall, Nag|iar. The Chairman ^ the 
Reception Committee, in welcoming the delegates, pmnted out the imperative 
neces^ty of the Hindu Sangathan and Sudhi movements. 

Sir Sanicaran NAIR took the Ciiair, on being proposed and seconded by 
Sir B. K. Bose and the Hon’ble Sir S. M. Chitnavis, Mr. Aney, and others. Sir 
Sankaran thanked the Nagpur people for having accorded him a routing recep* 
tion, and expressed that the splendid reception was not intended for him personally, 
but for the Hindu cause for which he came to Nagpur. He then ddlvered hts 
speech. The following is the Presidential Addreu 

I regard my election to preside over your Conference as a great compliment 
to me. As I do not belong to the Sabha, I shall proceed at once to tell you my 
reasons for supporting the Sabha in its essential activities as I understand them. 

A few years ago our Mahomedan brethren were at a great disadvantage. 
They h4d not availed themselves of English education to the same extent as their 
Hindu brethren. They naturally therefore formed their associations to press 
claims, so that they may not suffer by the new reforms. We know advocates go 
often further than is warranted by the justice of the case. The Mahomedans* 
claims were pressed with a certain vehemence. They cannot be blamed for 
taking every legitimate step to secure their interests. The Government were 
only too willing to meet them half way. It is now acknowledged that the partition 
of Bengal was carried out to assist the Mahomedans. To meet the Bengalee 
agitation to set aside the partition the Mahomedans formed their Muslim League. 
Lord Minto acknowledged their claims to preferential treatment and his view was 
‘'arried out in the reforms with which are associated the names oP Lord Morley 
and Lord Minto. When the reforms were next taken up for consideratioo, the 
Hindus and Mahomedans entered into a pact known as the Lucknow Pact. 
There was therefore no Hindu-Mahomedan question. Soon after these reforms, 
Gandhi started his Non-Co-Operation campaign. He brought about a co-opera- 
tion between the Hindus and Mahomedans by the practical surrender of the Hindu 
rights to the Mahomedan Khilafat movement. He did not foresee the conse- 
quences nor did the Mahomedan leaders who were associated with him. *1^ 
lattqr had accepted Non-violence for the period of the few months within which 
Gandhi had promised Home Rule. That period elapsed and three was, as 
everyone might have foreseen, no Home Rule. The Pan-Islamic consciousness, 
however, had been already stimulated. The uneducated classes of Maho« 
medans sought to compel the Hindus to admit their claims. Frightful riots 
were the consequence in Malabar and all over Northern India. This might have 
been foreseen. On the outbreak of war there was an attack by the Mahomedans 
who sympathised with Turkey, on the Hindus in sooth west Punjab and when 
Candm began his Non-Co-operation campaign which was ftdlowed by riots against 
the British Government, Hindu temples were attacked and destroyed though 
the Muslim leaders were then co-operating with the Hindus. Gandhi continned nis 
subservient policy witii the resolt that everywhere, the ignorant ctassM Of Maho- 
medans advanced further claims in sjnte of their leaders; the Hindus were 
alarmed, the tension between the two classes became great, the gulf wklened 
and finally Gandhi finding it hopeless to deal with the Hindu-Mahomedan 
question retired from the field altogether His legacy, howetcer, hampered hit party 
and from that time forward the Non-Co-operation or the Congress Party have 
been crying for peace and unity but they have never succeeded in bnngtng 
about any agreement between the Hindus and the Mahomedans nor is It likely 
that they ever shall. Gandhi's successor, Mr. C. R. Das, entered into aspect 
the lesult of which was, according to Bengal politicians themselves, to embittiir 
the foelings between the Bengal Hindus and Malunnedans still further. The 
following IS an extract from a signed article by Prof. Ramesh Ch^ra Biamte 
published in the November number of “Thi Vedic MagMine" lUhoret— *«Tte 
ttsyge of degradatitm which a demora^md community has reached can better be. 
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iflugined thta described when that conunuaity huled. on eirery occiskm of 
neceseity, to protect its women. Yet this is the condition of the Hindus of 
Bengnl. In spite of the resounding cries of * Swnraj ’ and ** Hindo-Mo^im uni^/ 
in the midst of stirring lectures by our patriots (mostly Hindus) appealing to the 
spirit 6i independence and manliness of the p^ple, the Inefibdtive plans of our 
leaders for*wreching the Councils and snubbing the Gmmment iirtb submission 
are synchronising with the most effective schemes of Muslim goondas for the 
most brutal violation of Hindu womanhood In the villages of North and East 
Bengal. Grbat 'leaders’ and famous editors are busy with lectures and articles 
on ' big ’ things, so that this trifling matter, viz., the honour and chastity of our 
mothers and sisters are left to the mercy of our living * gods/ viz., the Muslims. 

’ How easy itjs for Muslim goondas to kidnap Hindu girls (married and widowed) 
and how frequently these horrible outrages occur will be evident from the cases 
cited below, all of which happened within a short space of time.” 

And after giving numerous instances, he adds with reference to the pact of 
Mr.C.R.Das:— 

” There are very many instances in which responsible Government officials 
of the Islamic persuasion have sheltered Muslim kidnappers, ravishers and mur« 
derers. Then fancy the lot of the weak, helpless and disunited Hindus, when 
So per cent of public posts will be reserved for Muslims, without any reference 
to tMir qufllifications and competency, as provided in the Swaraj pact.” 

Need for a Hindu Sabha. 

The Swaraj or Gandhi party have committed themselves to a line of action 
and to a policy which practically puts it out of their power to effect any recon- 
ciliation or to protect Hindus so far as it is in the power of an Indian political 
party to do sa It is essential in these circumstances that there should be a 
Hindu SabV to act and do for the Hindus what the Muslim League *' 
doing for tLs. Mahomedans. It is possible that dealing with each other the 
Hindu Sabha and the Muslim League might be able to come to some agree- 
ment. Otherwise judgment might go by default. It seems fairly certain that 
the non-co-operation or the Congress party is a broken reed to reply upon 
for this purpose. It is useless to put off this Hindu-Mahomedan question 
to the future for solution. Time only widens the gulf. The Congress journals 
at first maintained that if England is out of the way and Home Rule is 
granted the question may be settled between the Hindus and the Mahomedans : 
^but the Mahomedans at once said and the Muslim League declared that unless 
their interests are safeguarded there should be no further reforms. After this 
declaration the old Swaraj cry has ceased. Gandhi's party, are now prepared 
apparently to accept any conditions that may be laid down by the Manomedan 
advocates. Anyhow it is not safe to leave our interests in their hands. 

The Hindus have decided that joint electorates are essential for peace and 
harmony and certain Mahomedan leaders have recently made a very laudable 
attempt to bring out an agreement accepting joint electorates under certain 
conditions. It seems unnecessary to discuss the conditions as our Mahomedan 
biethren not prepared to acci^t joint electorates under any circumstances. 
And it is quite possible that the Swaraj party will eventually accept the Maho- 
medan position of separate electorates and widen the gulf m years to come. 
To show tl>e difference between the mentality of the Congress party and the 
Hindu Sabha I shall draw your attention to one of the conditions put forward by 
the Mahomedan leaders ; one of their conditions is that Sind should be consti- 
tuted into a separate province, the reason of course being that it has a nopula- 
tion of which the Mahomedans form the majority. On this the Congress passed 
the following resolution : 

Resolution of the Congress 

"In regard to the pnqpoi^ that Sind should he constituted into a separate 
Province, toe committee is of opinion that the time has arrived for the redtstri- 
bution of Provinces on linguistic basis, a principle that has already been adopted 
by the constitution of the Caress; 

'*The Committee is of opinion that such a readjustment of prov in ces he 
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immediately takes in hand and that any prortooe which demaadt inch recoatti- 
tatioa oa a liagoietic baiii be dealt with accoidiagl y. 

** The Comlttee is further of oplaioa that a beginaiag may be made by 
coascitutiag Aadhra, Siad and Karaatak iato separate provioces.*’ 

The maion^ of the people of Siad are Mahomedans. They aaturally 
demaad Siad %o be ooastituted into aeeparate province aad the Congress in terms 
asree to the Mahomedaa demand^ without making it a condition even that the 
Mahomedaas should agree to the genera! principle of redistribution of Provinces 
oa a linguistic basis. But the more serious consideration is that th^ attach ao 
weight to the opinion of Hindus in Sind before their fate is decided. The resolu- 
tion of the Hindu Mahasabha is this 

** The Mahasabha deprecated any attempt to constitute new Provinces or 
l^islatures for the purpose of giving a majority therein to any particular commu- 
nity. la the opinion of the Mahasabha the question of tne creation of new 
Provinces should be considered, if necessary, independently of any proposals and 
exclusively on their merits.’* 

. The Mahasabha will be mainly influenced by the opinion of the Hindus of 
Sind. They have declared that they do not wish the separation of Sind as it 
would place them at the mercy of the Mahomedans which they do not like. It 
appears to me that this Sabha has to act on their view and repudiate the Congress 
resolution which disregards the Hindu interests. It shows the danger of the 
situation aad the necessity of the Hindu Sabha to protect Hindu interests. The 
necessity of Sangathan will further illustrate this. 

Necessity Icr Sangathan. 

Let me tom to that aspect of our movement. It is said in the Bengal Ad- 
ministration Report i^5-s6 

“ The Khila&t agitation had fostered aggressive sectarian passions and had 
inculcated a disregard of law and order where it could be represented that the 
claims of religion were involved. Upon the abolition of the Khilafat, this ex- 
asperated communal consciousness remained; unable now to vent itself upon 
G<mrnmcnt, it turned upon the rival community.” This was so in MalaW, 
South-West Punjab and elsewhere. 

What has been the consequence in Bengal t I am unwilling naturally to 
describe the situation in my own words. I shall refer to the Swaraj organ : 

” The cases of the abduction of Hindu women in Bengal mive become a 
matter of daily occurrence. Reports published in newspapers present before ns 
the horrible outrages that are being perpetrated upon many a woman in Bengal. 
The East Bengal and the North Bengal specially are the centres of the nefarious 
activities of the hooligans and it is there that a good number of women become 
victims of the list of the goondas. Cases are almost daily reported of abduction, 
assaults sad serious outrages on women from East Bengal and North Bengal. 
But I think, a good number of such cases does not come to light for foar of public 
scandal and stome. So the cases of outrages are far more greater and horrible 
than are reported and published in the columns of newspapers,” writes Suniti 
Devi in ” Forward.” 

” First, the goondas seem to carry on these abductions in an organised way 
aad they nave found that no attempts are being made against ibrn either by 
the Government or the public. This has so much emboldened them that they 
are merrily going on wim their business, and escaping the punishment that is due 
to them in suen cases. Secondly, the women in most cases are so weak in 
physique that they cannot defend themselves against the onslaught of their 
enemies and thus fall an easy prey to the ravages of the goondas. 

” But the public too has a duty towards the women. They have witnessed 
with perfoct calmness the terrible oppression aad read the r^orts of outrages 
without being aflhmd, it seems, in the least. But 60^ this calloosaess khflt thi 
people of Bengal 7 Do not the bruUl oppressions of our mothers and sisters 
tonal their hearts t An ’emphatic no’ seems to ;me from my heart. If they 
really folt for the unhappy souls they could evince it at least by some means or 
other. But the women have cried in vam for help. Their tears have not meltei 
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the hearts of the peojrfe. They have beeii subjected to iahnaan tortures but they 
•eem^ to have rose os earth to resist the goMas aad to rescue them from the 
clutches of the lewd. 

Should it not isspste the youth Bengal with the idea of putting an end to 
the organised outrages by the gpondas f ’ 

1 ask whv it this so. b it not due to the fact that Gandhi ano the Swarajists 
have entesed into a pact with the Khitafat Party to ^ht the Government and 
they do not wish to do anything which may prejudice the Pact that they are allow, 
tng their women to be thus treated. This is the horrid result of the policy of 
Gandhis and Dases. 

All this op.^ression in Bengal is bciliated by our caste divisions. This is 
what a Professor says in the signed articles to which I have already referred : 

** But can we expect communal solidarity in a community which is divided 
into hundreds of water-tight compartments? when the Bania is attacked the 
Brahmin keeps aloof, when the Chamar and the Bairagi are victims of Muslim 
tyranny, the Kayastha and Baidya look on with indifference. There is only one 
section of the Hindu population of Bengal who know unity and cm defend 
their women | those are Namashudras. These men, through their brave opposi- 
tion to Muslim aggressiveness, have saved, in many places, not only their own 
women and hearth and homes, but the families of high-caste Hindus also. For 
had the tide of Muslim fanaticism and rowdyism been allowed to surge on, un- 
opposed, it would have swept off everything before it — Brahmins, Kayasthas and 
all others. Yet these Namashudras are regarded as untouchables ? 

Objects of the Hindu Sabha. 

This explains the Sangathan movement. In Bengal, the evil appears in an 
exaggearted form. But it exists more or less in various other parts of the country. 
The Hindu Sabha wishes to invite you all to assist them to protect the wo»^**» 
from these outrages, to organise the Hindu society to make it an organism so that 
every part of it. every caste or class, may feel any injury inflicted on any one as 
an injury to itself. For that purpose the Hindu Sabha would remove all the res- 
trictions that stand in the way of co-operation between classes, anything which 
is felt by any one as humiliating. I am not in a position to say and I do not think 
any one is in a position to state whether this object can be achieved throughout 
the length and breadth of India. In some parts of India certain classes approxi- 
mate so much to one another that even fusion may be effected, while in other 
parts the differences between certain classes may be so radical that it will take 
a long time for the gulf to be bridged. The means will have to vary with locali- 
ties, classes, men etc. But to me it is certain we can ^o a great way. Personally 
1 would go further. The restrictions that now divide classes or castes cannot 
be justified in these days. Few of the four great castes perform their pro- 
per functions but they perform the functions of the other castes. There is no 
sense then in claiming the privileges without the performance of those 
duties. The Non Brahmin castes are generally speaking not disposed to re- 
c^nize the rights claimed by Brahmins. Insistence on them will perpetuate 
diuension and discord. The non-caste Hindus are resolved not to submit 
to their position of inferiority and humiliation. A societv far more conservative 
than ouii? i. e., the Mahomedans of Turkey, have brushed aside all the 
religious obstacles that stand in the way of our progress. Religion is an institu- 
tion intended for our moral progress and you may be certain that if it stands 
in the way of our moral progress, those rules of conduct most have been intended 
lot otkr times, and conditions. 

The Hindu reUgion has divided us Hindus into various watertight compart- 
ments. Those compartments are divided by rules imposed upon them for 
reasons which may have beep sound in ancient days but many of them^ have no 
meaning at the present thPe. They appear, on the other hand, mischievous 
in these days when the caiies or dasses are not confined to the duties or func- 
tions of their caste. But for the violatiop of their rules, persons, fomilies, groups 
of persons, dasses have been put out of caste. Thus for instance lor drinking 
in ignorance water from a well used by what is considered a lowdr dass, persons 
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have been pat oat of ceei^. Tbere are persona ao Ireaiad who have not re- 
Bounced Hinduism but reuin tbeir faith ead veaeretioii fir the religion of their 
ttthers. In my opinion, it is only right that they should, be taken back into 
Hinduism. 

Similarly tlwre are persons who have been forcijbly .converted into Hinduism 
but who are still in faith Hindus and would willingly come back if we would 
receive them. I can see no reason why they ^uld not be uken back. 

Women who have been kidnapped or« raped have not been received back 
into caste in Bengal and elsewhere, but have been put out of caste. They have 
to lead a prostitute’s life, unless they are able to find protection in a Bdahomadan 
household. It is urged ' that it is in the interests of women that they should be 
under the protection of a Mahomed an who would protect them against further 
indignity rither than with those who are not able to protect them. If tbeir hus- 
^nds or the other Hindu families would not receive them back or, in other words , 
if Suddhi is impracticable or impossible, I agree, and Htndutsro that cannot pro- 
tect its women bad better disappear. That Hinduism is obviously not fit for 
Swaraj. I have been told by my fnends that there is no possibility of a Hindu 
Moslem unity; if I am right in my views I say that unless that unity is desired 
by both and their good faith is shown not by declarations but by acts there is 
no use of seeking it. The proposals now before the public do not show a real 
desire for unity on terms of equality. Inequality which breeds discord will lead 
to subordination, humiliation and disaster. 

Suddhi A Legitimate Movement. 

Those who maintain that this should not be done are entirely ignorant 
of the past history of the Hindu religion. At one time Buddhism spread over a 
great part of India yet in those parties scarcely a Buddhist is now to be found. 
All of them must have been converted into Hinduism. Asoka sent his missionarits 
all Over Asia and converted them all into Buddhism. For our purpose there is 
no difference between Buddhism and Hinduism. In Southern India there were 
thousands and thousands of Christians at one time. Their descendants are all 
Hindus. In Southern India inter-marriages between Christians and Hindus were 
common until legislation interfered with it ; in fact such marriages were encon- 
raged by the Roman Catholic priests in the hope that the Christian wife would 
persuade her Hindu husband to accept Christianity. And conversions and re- 
conversions were the result. Entire communities were brought into Hinduism ; 
their prjests were recognised as Brahmins and made it possible to conform into 
a life acceptable to Brahmanism. And their Kings and fohting castes were 
made Kshatriyas. An Englishman highly respected by the Indian Mahomedans 
suggested to me that if we could recognise the Mabonni^ans as Kshatriyas we 
might be able to assimilate them and overcome all difficulties. In fact Hinduism 
has grown by assimilation and to say that we cannot accept outsiders is showing 
ignorance of the past. I agree that a community may diKard any member 
whom it does not wi^ to continue in the community. But there is nothing to 
prevent persons so discarded from forming themselves into a community Hindu 
in faith or by being accepted bjr any community— Hindu, Buddhist or Jain ; the 
Sudhi movement is tnerefore pertly legitimate and will not be opposed by any 
Hindu who has any knowledge of our past. 

Renolutioaot 

The Conference reassembled In the afternoon, and adopted resolutions (a) 
paying homage to the late SwamI Shraddhanand (b) exprming the opinion that 
a spirit of retaliation would be awakened in the Hindus against the Moslem in 
consequence of the outrages committed by them in their antagonism to Shuddhi 
and Sangathan; (c) eidmrting the Moslem leaders to take necessary steps 
against the commission of heinous offioces, and requesting the Government to 
make a definite annonneement regarding the playing of mimic along thorough- 
fares without medestations by others (d) regretting die Punjab Governmen’t deasion 
allowing a Mahomedan deputation against ffie judgnmni of Mr. Justice Dulip- 
Singh in the ^’RangiU Rasul” case, Te) repudiating the Moslem demand for 
the stoppage of music both In private and in public, by Hindus during the 
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Moharrom fettival and (0 itrongiy recommending the iminedinte nhiorption of 
all Mib-caitet into their parent castes, and recommending inter caste marrlagea 
for the achreyement of Sangathan and organic unity. The Conforence then 
adjourned till next day. 

Joint 1: eciorates Approved. 

The CLaference reassembled on the yTH aUGUST and adopted the fotton- 
Ing resolatioas 

Such Hindus as embrace Islam or Christianity and are reconverted should 
be taken back into Hinduism, and absorbed into their original castes. 

The next motion called upon the Hindus to abonsh untouchabiUty, and 
recommended the taking of steps for its ultimate extinction. 

The establishment of an orphanage, cailed the Shraddhanand lilaya, for 
helpless persons who fall into the clutches of Christianity or Islam” was 
advocated by the next motion. 

The Ccmference then passed a resolution accepting the proposal for Joint 
Electorates ; and hopping that the Moslem community would resist the ttmfgt* 
ation of sordid communalism, as held out in the conditions foreshadowed by Mr. 
Jinnah ; and expressing the view that the proposal for the senaration of Sind 
should not be entertained, as it was based on the ^rnicious principle of creating 
a new province for the purpose of creating a majority of the Moslem community. 

Frontier Administration. 

The Conference declared that, in view of the fact that Baluchistan and the 
K. W. Frontier Provinces were the key provinces for the defence of India from 
external aggressions, so long as Indians had not trained for the defence of India, 
the Government should not interfere with the system of administration obtaining 
in those provinces ; and opined that the introduction of Reforms into those pro- 
vinces would be detrimental to the defence of India, and that the proposal bt 
reservation ofseats for the different rei gious communities would prepetuate the 
virus of communalism and thwart the g.owth of national patriotism. 

Resolutions supporting the popularisation of the custom of remarriage of 
young widows in castes where it is prohibited by custom, pleading for the estab* 
lishinrat of Akharas for/providing training in physical culture, mvouring the con^ 
vening of a round table conference of Hindu lexers for settling the Brdmin and 
Non-Brahmin controversy were agreed to. 

Other Resoltttioas. 

The Provincial Hindu Conference further adcmted retointiotts strongly pro- 
testing against the writings of Khawaja Kassan NisamI of Delhi on Shhrajt, con- 
gratulating Shashimohan Dey and Kharag Bahadur for saving the honour and 
virtue of Indian womanhood, and inviting the next session of the All-India Hindu 
MUha Sabha to this province. 

The ^bnference was then disiblved. 










